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TWO  CASES  OF  SUDDEN   DEATH,  WITH  AUTOPSICAL  EXAMINATIONS. 

By  Austin  Flint,  M.D.,  Prof,  of  Institutes,  &c.,  in  the  Rush  Medical  College. 

Case  First. — Sudden  Death  Jrom  (probable)  sudden  effusion  at  base  of 
Cranium. — By  the  politeness  of  Dr.  Sands,  attending  physician  to  the 
ahns-liouse  of  this  county,  I  was  invited  to  be  present  at  an  autopsical  ex- 
amination of  the  body  of  a  woman  who  had  suddenly  died  under  the 
following  circumstances  : — 

She  had  been  committed  as  a  vagrant  on  the  17th  inst.,  and  was  in  a 
state  of  inebriety  when  brought  to  the  alms-house.  On  the  18th,  she 
was  dressed  and  about  the  wards.  Did  not  report  herself  as  being  ill  ; 
and  no  particular  notice  was  taken  of  her  condition.  She  was  heard  to 
say  that  she  believed  she  should  die  if  she  could  not  have  some  whiskey. 
It  was  supposed  by  the  attendants  that  she  was  suffering  from  the  after 
effects  of  excessive  indulgence  in  ardent  spirits ;  but  her  general  aspect 
did  not  indicate  any  severe  ailment,  nor  did  she  apply  for  medical 
treatment. 

At  about  2,  P.  M.,  on  the  18th,  while  standing  in  one  of  the  wards, 
she  suddenly  threw  herself  on  a  bed  nigh  at  hand,  and  appeared  to  those 
inj^the  room  to  have  "a  Jit.''  Neither  the  physician  nor  resident  pupil 
were  in  the  house.  The  keeper  was  immediately  summoned,  and  arrived 
at  the  room  in  three  or  four  minutes  after  the  attack.  He  stated  that  she 
gave  two  or  three  respirations  after  he  entered  the  room,  with  long  inter- 
vals between  them,  and  ceased  to  breathe.     He  observed  no  convulsions. 

Examination  20  hours  after  death. — Body  laro:e,  well  developed,  and 
with  considerable  embonpoint.  Age  about  30.  The  face  and  neck,  an- 
teriorly as  well  as  posteriorly,  presented  deep  lividity.  This  partially  dis- 
appeared after  the  thorax  was  opened,  and  the  large  vessels  divided.  As 
the  objects  of  the  examination  were  limited  to  the  discovery  of  the  im^ 
mediate  cause  of  death,  it  was  proposed  first  to  inspect  the  heart  and 
other  organs  of  the  chest. 

Jn  opening  the  pericardium,  a  sanguinolent  fluid  was  observed  to  esr. 
cape.  It  was  estimated  that  about  two  ounces  were  contained  within 
the  pericardium.  A  slit  about  half  an  inch  in  length  was  observed  in  the 
right  ventricle,  corresponding  to  the  incision  through  the  pericardium.  It 
was  undoubtedly  made  with  the  scalpel  of  the  operator,  although  care 
was  taken  to  guard  against  this  accident.  The  walls  of  the  right  ven- 
tricle were  morbidly  thin,  but  not  softened.     The  slit  had  the  appearance 
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of  havini(  been  made  with  a  sharp  instrument.  There  was  no  ulceration 
or  soltenint^  about  the  aperture,  nor  any  indications  of  endcw.'anlitis. 
The  general  dimensions  of  the  heart  were  not  measured,  but  estimated  to 
be  normal  ;  valves  unaffected  ;  no  coagula  within  tlie  cavities.  The 
only  morbid  appearance  was  the  attenuation  of  the  walls  of  the  rii^ht 
ventricle.  This  ventricle  was  probably  distended,  and  being  in  close  ap- 
position with  the  pericardium,  received  the  point  of  the  scalpel,  giving 
rise  to  the  sanguineous  effusion  which  exuded  after  dividing  the  pe- 
ricardium. 

Lungs  engorged  throughout ;  excessively  at  their  inferior  portions,  and 
considerably  at  the  superior  and  anterior  portions  ;  otherwise  no  morbid 
appearances. 

The  liver  was  enormously  hypertrophied.  It  extended  quite  into  the 
left  hypochondrium,  and  was  adherent  to  the  diaphragm  over  a  considera- 
ble extent  of  surface,  both  in  the  right  and  left  hypochondrium.  Its  color 
was  light  yellow.  The  hypertroj)hy  of  the  yellow  portion  manifestly 
predominated.     It  weighed  seven  pounds  and  two  ounces. 

The  stomach  was  larger  than  usual  ;  not  distended ;  its  internal  surface 
not  examined.     External  appearance  of  the  intestines  healthy. 

The  object  of  the  autopsy  not  being  attahied,  the  head  was  next 
opened. 

The  dura  mater  adhered  with  great  firmness,  so  that  in  the  separation 
some  injury  was  done  to  the  brain,  occasioning  a  flow  of  scrosity,  the 
amount  of  which  could  not  be  well  estimated.  There  existed  manifestly 
considerable  effusion  at  the  base  of  the  cranium,  between  the  dura  mater 
and  arachnoid.  It  was  sanguinolent,  but  this  may  have  been  owing  to 
the  rupture  of  the  bloodvessels  in  the  removal.  Bloody  fluid  flow^ed 
freely  from  the  spinal  canal.  The  brain  })resenled  moderate  congestion. 
It  is  to  be  borne  in  mind  with  reference  to  this,  that  the  chest  was  Jirs 
opened,  and  the  large  vessels  divided,  which  would  tend  to  diminish  the^ 
quantity  of  blood  within  the  cranium.  Aside  from  the  congestion,  ap- 
pearance of  the  brain  and  membranes  healthy.  Slight  effusion  into  ven- 
tricles. 1  should  have  remarked  that  fluid  blood  flowed  copiously  from 
the  vena  cava  when  divided. 

Remarks. — The  most  rational  explanation  of  the  sudden  death  in  this 
case  would  appear  to  be — congestion,  and  sudden  effusion  at  the  base  of 
the  brain,  compressing  the  medulla  oblongata,  causing  a  cessation  of  res- 
piration and  fatal  asphyxia.  The  congestion  and  effusion  were  probably 
induced  by  excessive  inebiiety,  and,  perhaps,  in  some  degree  promoted 
by  obstruction  to  the  circulation,  resulting  from  the  diminished  contractile 
force  of  the  right  ventricle  in  consequence  of  its  attenuated  walls. 

Case  Second. — Sadden  Death,  with  large  Coagula  in  the  Heart,  and 
effusion  at  base  of  Cranium. — By  a  singular  coincidence,  I  was  invited 
on  the  same  day,  to  be  present  at  the  autoptical  examination  of  a  second 
case,  in  which  death  took  place  as  suddenly  as  in  the  other  instance. 
The  circumstances  were  briefly  as  follows  : 

A  boatman,  aged  about  35,  came  into  the  oflice  of  Drs.  Wilcox  and 


Tloo  Cases  of  Sudden  Death.  11 

Room's,  of  this  city  ;  was  ol)S(^rvo(l  to  sta<;,i^(U'  as  lie  eiitcnHl  ;  seated  hlm- 
seir  in  a  chair  and  ultcrcd  \\\v.  word   ''  doctor." 

It  was  observed  by  Drs.  Wilcox  and  Koi^ei-s,  who  were  both  present, 
tliat  his  eyes  liad  a  (ixed,  starin*^  (expression,  and  tiiat  the  pupils  rapidly 
dilated.  Dr.  Wilcox,  perceiving  that  he  was  about  to  fall  from  his  chair, 
seized  him  by  the  arm,  and  allowed  Jiim  to  slide  from  the  chair  to  the 
floor,  extended  him  upon  his  back,  and  dashed  cold  water  in  his  face, 
sup|)()sini];  it  mii;ht  be  syncope.  He  gasped  two  or  three  times  after- 
wards, his  limbs  were  spasmodically  extended  twice,  and  he  expired,  as 
estimated,  about  two  minutes  after  entering  the  office. 

It  was  ascertained,  by  evidence  at  the  coroner's  inquest,  held  immedi- 
atelv,  that  he  was  of  intemperate  habits,  had  suffered  much  from  inter- 
mittent fever,  and^for  some  days  past  had  had  diarrhoea.  A  person  who 
had  seen  and  convei-sed  with  him  a  short  time  previous,  on  the  same  day, 
stated  that  his  respiration  was  hurried  and  labored  ;  that  he  complained 
of  distress  in  the  stomach,  and  that  his  general  aspect  was  exceed- 
ingly bad. 

Examination  two  hours  after  death. — Body  considerably  emaciated, 
face  very  pallid,  and  features  contracted.  Presented  the  appearance  of  a 
subject  dead  after  lingering  disease. 

Head  was  first  examined.  Adhesion  of  dura  mater  of  ordinar}'  firm- 
ness ;  meningeal  veins  moderately  congested ;  sero-sanguinolent  fluid  es- 
caped from  within  the  dura  mater,  at  the  posterior  portion  of  head.  Care 
was  taken  to  elevate  the  head  while  the  brain  was  being  removed,  and, 
as  estimated,  more  than  two  ounces  of  sero-sanguinolent  fluid  was  found 
at  the  base  of  the  skull.  Section  of  brain  presented  more  red  points 
than  usual,  otherwise  no  morbid  appearances. 

Chest. — About  an  ounce  of  transparent  serum  in  pencardium.  Right 
auricle  contained  a  firm  yellow  coagulum  of  lymph,  about  the  size  of  a 
small  hen's  egg.  It  seemed  quite  to  fill  the  cavity.  A  prolongation  ex- 
tended through  the  auriculo- ventricular  orifice.  It  was  firmly  interwoven 
with  the  musculi  pectinati,  so  as  to  be  with  difiiculty  detached. 

A  coagulum  bailing  the  same  appearance,  but  of  less  size,  existed  in 
the  right  ventricle,  firmly  intertwined  with  the  chordse  tendinere.  From 
this  coagulum,  a  prolongation  of  about  half  the  calibre  of  the  pulmonary 
artery,  extended  upward  about  half  an  inch  beyond  the  sigmoid  valves. 
The  endo-cardial  membrane,  both  of  the  right  auricle  and  ventricle,  was 
remarkably  white,  and  presented  no  evidence  of  disease ;  the  left  auricle 
and  ventricle  nothino  abnonnal.  Dimensions  of  the  heart  not  measured, 
but  estimated  to  be  below  the  normal  size,  if  any  variation  existed. 
Blood  flowed  copiously  from  the  cavae  when  divided,  which  was  fluid 
when  it  first  escaped,  but  in  a  short  time  formed  loose,  dark  coagula. 

Lungs  deeply  congested,  otherwise  healthy. 

Liver  greatly  enlarged,  of  dark-red  color;  congested  with  fluid  blood. 
Stomach  and  other  viscera  not  inspected.  The  objects  of  this  examina- 
tion were  limited  to  the  discovery  of  the  immediate  cause  of  death. 

Remarks. — What  was  the  immediate  cause  of  death  in  this  case  ? 
Was  it  obstruction  arising  from  coa'rula   in  the   heart,  or  from  effusion  at 
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the  base  of  the  brain  ?  The  coajjruhi  witfiout  doubt  existed  for  a  period, 
i^reatcn-  or  less,  before  death.  This  is  shown,  first,  by  the  fact  tliat  the 
blood  in  the  large  ves^^Is  remained  Huid,  until  the  vessels  were  divided 
and  the  fluid  escaped  into  the  chest.  This  incident  is  interesting,  as 
going  to  illustrate  that  the  property  of  maintaining  the  fluidity  of  the 
blood,  which  is  inherent  in  the  vessels  durin^^  life,  is  not  at  once  lost  after 
death.  But,  second,  the  Ijinph  had  evidently  been  subjected  to  com- 
pression of  the  heart's  contraction  for  some  time,  as  shown  by  its  solidity, 
the  expression  of  the  coloiiiig  matter  from  it,  and  its  being  so  firmly  in- 
terwoven with  the  columns.  The  space  occupied  by  the  coairulum  in  the 
auricle  especially,  must  have  occasioned  considerable  obstruction  to  the 
circulation.  That  this,  however,  had  not  long  existed,  is  shown  by  the 
fact  that  there  was  not  hypertrophy,  but  rather  an  atrophied  condition  of 
the  heart.     The  obstruction  may  have  determined   the  hypertrophy   of 

the  liver  ;  it  doubtless  did  its  comjested  state.     The  cont'estion  and  eflli- 
....  '-' 

sion  within  the  cranium,  was  also,  probably,  due  to  the  venous  obstruction 

in  a  great  degree  ;  partly,  also,  to  intemperance  ;  and,  perhaps,  in  part, 
to  the  state  of  great  debility  and  anaemia  resulting  from  intemperance,  in- 
termittent fever,  and  the  diarrhoea,  combined.  In  the  latter  point  of  view^ 
it  would  constitute  nearly  what  has  been  termed  by  some  authors,  "  se- 
rous apoplexy." 

With  regard  to  the  question,  whether  the  sudden  death  is  attributable 
to  the  morbid  condition  of  the  heart  or  brain,  I  regard  it  as  open  for 
discussion. — Illinois  Med.  and  Surg.  Jour. 


MESMERISM— MISS   MARTINEAU'S  CASE. 

[Manf  of  our  readers  are  probably  aware  that  Miss  Martineau,  of  literary 
celebrity,  and  who  is  not  unknown  in  this  country,  has  lately  been  under 
mesmeric  treatment,  and  that  she  professes  to  be  cured  thereby  of  a  dis- 
ease of  long  standing.  The  following,  from  the  London  Lancet,  exhibits 
the  opinion  of  the  editor  of  that  work  respecting  her  case,  and  also  a  por- 
tion of  her  own  statement.] 

After  the  unequivocal,  and  almost  unprecedented,  exposure  to  which 
the  fraud  of  mesmerism  was  subjected,  under  our  own  immediate  guid- 
ance and  Inspection,  we  did  not  consider  that  it  would  again  be  neces- 
sary to  notice  such  a  piece  of  arrant  trickery  and  scandal  in  our  columns ; 
but  a  proper  feeling  of  gallantry  demands  that  we  should  not  pass  unno- 
ticed the  literary  production  with  which  that  well-known  lady.  Miss  Mar- 
tineau, has  favored  the  profession  and  the  public,  in  the  number  of  The 
Athenceum,  journal  of  literature,  for  November  23rd.  Miss  Martineau, 
it  appears,  has  long  been  an  implicit  believer  in  the  powers  of  "  mesmer- 
ism," and  yet  omitted  to  resort  to  that  art  for  aid,  although  laboring,  as 
she  beheved,  under  an  incurable  disease,  during  a  confinement  to  her 
room  of  four-and-a-half  years'  duration — a  circumstance  which  seems  to 
us  to  be  entirely  inexplicable,  and  renders  the  statement  of  her  sufferings 
for  so  long  a  period,  and  her  firm  belief  in  the  efficacy  of  the  remedial 
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aejcncy  of  mesmerism,  utterly  inconsistent  and  irrcconcileuble.  If  Mi^s 
Miirlineiui  had  ixu'ii  consideretl  to  be  a  (juaek  in  politics  and  literatiuo, 
her  j)resent  perfonnanee  nii;j;ht  lia\e  been  re^nrded  as  unworthy  ol  atten- 
tion. It  might  have  been  considered,  that  in  producing  the  essay  now 
before  us,  she  liad  not  manifested  any  unusual  extravagance  of  thought, 
pret(Mision,  or  feeling.  Hut,  inasmuch  as  she  has  attracted  much  notice, 
and  tlie  opinions  of  the  world  are  strikingly  divided  as  to  the  character 
of  her  nuMital  and  literary  labors,  we  ap})rehend  that  her  recent  perform- 
ance in  mesmerism  will  be  attended  with  a  different  result,  and  that  only 
one  opinion  will,  or  can,  prevail  concerning  its  true  nature  and  objects. 
To  the  sober  judgment  then  of  our  medical  readers,  we  commit  the;  fol- 
lowing extracts  from  an  essay  on  mesmerism,  by  an  aged  maiden  lady  : — 

"  One  very  warm  morning  in  August,  when  everybody  else  was  op- 
})ressed  w^th  heat,  I  was  shivering  a  little  under  the  mesmeric  influence 
of  my  maid — the  influence,  in  those  days,  causing  the  sensation  of  cold 
currents  mnning  through  me,  from  head  to  foot.  '  This  cold  will  not  do 
for  you,  ma'am,'  said  M.  '  O  !'  said  I,  '  it  is  fresh,  and  I  do  not  mind  it :' 
and  immediately  my  mind  went  oil'  to  something  else.  In  a  few  minutes 
I  was  surprised  by  a  feeling  of  warm  water  trickling  through  the  chan-r 
nels  of  the  late  cold.  In  reply  to  my  observation,  that  I  was  warm  now, 
M.  said,  •  Yes,  ma'am,  that  is  wdiat  I  am  doing.'  By  inquiry  and  obser- 
vation, it  became  clear  to  me,  that  her  influence  was,  generally  speaking, 
composing,  just  in  proportion  to  her  power  of  willing  that  it  should  be 
so." — Athenceum,  INo.  891,  pages  1071-72. 

"  As  the  muscular  powder  oozes  away  under  the  mesmeric  influence, 
a  strange  inexplicable  feeling  ensues  of  the  frame  becoming  transparent 
and  ductile.  My  head  has  often  appeared  to  be  drawn  out,  to  change 
its  form,  according  to  the  traction  of  my  mesmerist,  and  an  indescriba- 
ble and  exceedingly  agreeable  sensation  of  transparency  and  lightness, 
through  a  part  or  the  whole  of  the  frame,  has  followed.  Then  begins 
the  moaning,  of  which  so  much  has  been  made,  as  an  indication  of  pain. 
I  have  often  moaned,  and  much  oftener  have  been  disposed  to  do  so, 
when  the  sensations  have  been  most  tranquil  and  agreeable.  At  such 
times,  my  mesmerist  has  struggled  not  to  disturb  me  by  a  laugh,  when  I 
have  murmured,  with  a  serious  tone,  '  Here  are  my  hands,  but  they  have 
no  arms  to  them  :'  '  O  dear  !  what  shall  I  do  ?  here  is  none  of  me  left !' 
the  intellect  and  moral  powers  being  all  the  while  at  their  strongest.  Be- 
tw^een  this  condition  and  the  mesmeric  sleep  there  is  a  state,  transient  and 
rare,  of  which  I  have  had  experience,  but  of  wdiich  I  intend  to  give  no 
account.  A  somnambule  calls  it  a  glimmerinf^  of  the  lights  of  somnam- 
bullsm  and  clairvoyance.  To  me  there  appears  nothing  like  glimmering 
in  it.  The  ideas  that  I  have  snatched  from  it,  and  now  retain,  are,  of  all 
ideas  which  ever  visited  me,  the  most  lucid  and  impressive.  It  may  be 
well  that  they  are  incommunicable — partly  from  their  nature  and  relations^ 
and  partly  from  their  unfitness  for  translation  into  m^re  words.  I  will 
only  say  that  the  condition  is  one  of  no  '  nervous  excitement,'  as  far  as 
experience  and  outward  indications  can  be  taken  as  a  test.  Such  a  state 
of  repose,  of  calm    translucent  intellectuality,  I  had  never  conceived  of; 
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and  no  re-action  followed,  no  excitement  but  that  which  is  natural  to 
«very  one  who  finds  hiinseli'  (query,  herself)  in  possession  of  a  great  new 
idea^ — Idem^  pa^^e  I07'2. 

[The  following;  letter  from   Dr.  Robert   Hull,  of  Norwich,  where  Miss 
M.  resides,  has  more  recently  appeared.] 

"  This  admired  writer  has,  however,  thought  right  to  announce  her 
case  publicly  as  one  of  successful  mesmerism' — and  the  interests  of  truth 
and  society  compel  the  antagonists  of  this  medical  heresy  to  analyze,  so 
far  as  possible,  the  history,  and  falsify  the  conclusion,  that,  because  the 
patient  is  well,  the  mesmeric  aura  hath  effected  her  cure.  Now,  al- 
though th(*  laudable  delicacy  of  this  extraordinary  lady  hath  suppressed 
the  details  of  her  malady,  yet  1  have  a  right  to  assume  that  the  circulated 
whispers  were  well  founded,  and  that  the  malady  was  abdominal  tumor. 
Here  (in  Norwich)  this  celebrated  author  is  too  well  known  that  her  age 
can  be  any  secret  ;  and  her  amiable  and  simple  character  would  render 
her  careless  to  conceal.  And  she  will  not  be  surprised,  therefore,  nor 
angry,  if  she  is  told,  that  she  has  been  laboring  under  the  climacteric 
disorder  of  her  sex  ;  that  this  often  produces  a  physcony  of  the  abdo- 
men, with  oppression  and  universal  languor  ;  that  in  such  circumstances 
the  single  woman  is  terrified  with  ideas  of  cancer,  dropsy  and  organic  dis- 
eases ;  the  married  lady  fancies  she  is  about  to  multiply  the  species,  and 
her  fond  husband  provides  a  doctor  and  the  nui-se.  A  case  of  this  kind 
is  reported  in  the  person  of  a  Mrs.  Tmnnion,  by  Dr.  Smollett;  and  in- 
stances of  the  first-named  deception  in  spinsters  are  daily  occurring.  But 
nature  goes  through  her  proceedings  ;  the  abdominal  tumefactions  sub- 
side ;  and  when  the  climacteric  period  has  passed,  women  often  enjoy  bet- 
ter health  and  longer  life  than  the  odier  sex.  In  this  particular  case  of 
our  popular  townswoman  let  not  the  mesmerizer  triumph  !  The  success 
was  due  to  the  natural  process,  aided  by  the  vigor  obtained  from  faith 
and  hope.  Hence  energy,  exercise,  air,  omission  of  opiates — and  it  seems 
to  me  that  this  delightful  result  would  have  been  earlier  effected — I  mean 
the  natural  cure — had  not  the  patient  become,  from  her  own  confession, 
a  complete  opium  eater.  She  had  poisoned  herself  for  years  with  this 
exterminating  drug.  To  conclude :  my  firm  persuasion  is,  that  this 
vaunted  case  is  one  of  thousands,  in  which  the  mind  has  relieved  the 
body  from  functional,  not  organic,  disorders  ;  while  ladies  of  a  particular 
age  will  do  well  not  to  applaud  Mesmer  for  the  cure  of  their  peculiar 
symptoms,  which  time  and  the  physician  will  generally  cure,  unless 
baffled  by  pernicious  treatment ;  and  that  young  ladies  should  be  espe- 
cially careful  to  eschew  this  revived  foolery,  which  in  many  instances  hath 
created,  instead  of  relieved,  tumors  of  the  abdomen." 


ON  THE   USE   OF    ARSENIC    IN    DESTROYING   THE    SENSIBILITY   OF 
A   CARIOUS  TOOTH,    PREPARATORY    TO   FILLING. 

By  Edward  Taylor,  M.D.,  Natchez. 

It  is  only  when  there  is  considerable  inflammation  and  great  sensibility 
in  the  carious  bony  structure  of  the  tooth,  that  arsenic,  or  any  other  agent 


Use  of  Arsenic  in  Dcniistnj.  15 

iIkii)  an  excavator,  can  be  a(ivanta<i;<'()iisly  (Mnployf^l,  and  when,  too,  from 
tho  greater  activity  of  tlu^  circulation,  most  dani^cr  is  to  be  apprehcndc'd 
fix)in  so  vinilcnt  a  jjoison.  Rut  in  tlie  (Mn])loyinent  of  it  for  this  purpose, 
thougli  it  he  applied  under  the  rcstiielions  i-ecoininenfled  hy  Dr.  Ide,  in 
volume  2,  pag(^  247,  of  th'*  Aincrican  .lournal  of  I  )cntal  Science,  1  ro 
gard  it  as  an  unsafe  reni(>dy,  wlien  tlu.'  d«'struetion  ol  th<;  pulp  is  not  de- 
sired, and  have  discarded  its  use  altogetlun",  (>xeept  in  sucli  cases. 

There  must  always  he  inoro  or  less  absorbed  and  taken  into  the  gene- 
ral circulation,  and  the  effects  produced  hy  it  are  in  proportion  to  the 
quantity  employcMl  and  the  vascularity  of  the  tooth.  The  irritatjon 
which  it  first  excites  in  the  part  induces  a  determination  of  blood  to  it, 
and  if  the  vascularity  be  great,  the  tooth  will  frequently  become  injected 
with  red  blood,  which  1  have  never  knowm  to  hajipen  in  the  treatment  of 
a  diseased  tooth  where  arsenic  had  not  h(H^n  used  ;  and  I  have  no  doubt 
that  this  will  account  for  the  injection  of  the  tootli  in  the  case  mentioned 
by  Dr.  Norton  in  the  last  No.  of  the  4th  volume  of  the  Journal.  It  may 
also  serve  as  an  answer  to  his  first  three  incjuiries.  When  the  structure 
of  the  tooth  is  more  dense  and  less  vascular,  several  months  w  ill  some- 
times elapse  before  any  inflammation  will  be  evinced,  and  when  once  de- 
veloped 1  have  seldom  been  able  to  subdue  it  so  as  to  preserve  the  pulp, 
and  have  often  had  the  extreme  mortification  to  see  teeth,  the  health  and 
beauty  of  which  I  had  thought  preserved,  become  a  source  of  pain  and 
annoyance. 

The  history  of  a  single  case  may  suffice  to  show  its  evil  effects.  About 
two  years  since  1  applied  a  small  portion  to  the  front  incisor  (of  a  lady 
about  30  yeai^  of  age),  of  yellow,  dense  structure,  for  three  or  four  hours. 
I  then  removed  the  diseased  bone  and  filled  it  with  gold,  and  received 
her  hearty  thanks  for  doing  it  w  ith  so  little  pain.  In  a  few  weeks  it  be- 
came subject  to  considerable  pain  upon  the  introduction  into  the  mouth 
of  anything  hot,  which,  however,  was  borne  with  for  some  time,  but 
finally  it  became  so  painful  and  discolored  that  she  called  for  advice. 
The  tooth  was  very  pur])le,  with  severe  throbbing.  1  applied  several 
leeches  and  directed  Seidlitz  powder,  which  soon  gave  relief,  but  the  next 
dav  it  was  as  bad  as  ever,  when  the  same  treatment  was  observed  w^ith 
the  same  result.  The  day  following  it  was  as  bad  as  before.  I  then 
removed  the  plug,  and  drilled  to  the  nerve  cavity,  when  a  free  discharge 
of  blood  ensued,  which  gave  immediate  and  permanent  relief  so  long  as 
the  opening  remained.  In  a  week  or  ten  days  I  cleansed  out  the  nerve 
cavity  to  near  the  end  of  the  fang  and  filled  it  with  gold,  but  in  a  day  or 
two  was  obliged  to  remove  the  fillinir,  when  another  free  discharge  of 
blood  ensued,  and  afibrded  entire  relief.  I  then  introduced  a  tube,  and 
filled  the  artificial  cavitv,  which  answered  well,  so  Ion?  as  the  tube  re- 
mained  open  ;  but  during  a  short  absence,  it  became  obstructed  and  an 
abscess  was  fonned  and  discharcred  itself  alono-  the  neck  of  the  tooth. 
Thus,  to  avoid  a  few  minutes'  pain,  she  had  for  suffered  days,  and  is  disfig- 
ured by  an  unsightly  tooth,  which  she  must  soon  lose.  A  remedy  of 
such  specific  action,  without  its  injurious  effects,  would  certainly  be  a  deside- 
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mtuni  ;  and  if  any  ul  oiii  piolL'ssional  biclhren  are  uccjuaiuted  with  such 
an  ai(ent,  I,  ior  one,  would  be  ihaiikliil  to  have  them  conununicate  il. — 
Amtrican  Journal  of  Dental  Science. 


ORGANIZATION   OF   PLANTS 

[Having  expressed  our  own  views  of  die  late  ek'i^ant  work  on  the  Or- 
fj;anization  ol'  Plants,  by  Dr.  Draper,  of  New  York,  it  is  with  a  li-elini; 
of  surprise  that  we  hear  intimations  that  it  is  to  he  violeiUly  attacked,  and 
in  a  publication,  too,  which  emanates  from  this  city.  An  article  in  the 
New  York  Evening  Mirror  notices  an  attack  w  hich  has  ahead}'  been 
made  upon  it,  and  for  die  sake  of  the  facts  which  it  t;ives  this  allicle  is 
re-published  below  in  full.  It  is  uttcrlv  useless  for  any  reviewer  to  at- 
tem[)l  to  deprive  such  a  production  of  the  high  standing  w  hich  it  has  al- 
ready gained.] 

"  We  were  surprised,' '  says  the  editor,  '*  at  an  assault  in  the  last  No. 
of  the  North  American  Review,  upon  Dr.  Draper's  book  '  on  the  Organi- 
zation of  Plants.'  I'he  criticism  is  characterized  by  that  dt^gree  of  un- 
ceremonious iiideness  which  fortunately  is  not  very  customary  among  sci- 
entific men.  This  book  was  printed  under  circumstances  at  once  credit- 
able to  its  author,  and  to  the  science  of  our  country.  It  consists  of  a 
collection  of  memoirs,  w  hich  have  been  separately  published  during  the 
hist  ten  yeai-s,  in  our  own  and  in  European  journals.  They  have  been 
discussed,  translated,  re-printed,  and  revised  at  various  times  ;  and  ari'  now  to 
be  found  in  almost  every  European  language.  Thus,  the  Edinburgh  Re- 
view,  speakhig  of  some  portions  of  tliem,  a  year  ago,  says,  '  There  are 
three  philosophers.  Sir  John  Herschel,  Dr.  Draper  of  New^  York,  and 
Professor  Moser  of  Konigsburg,  who  have  applied  the  photographic  pro- 
cess with  such  distinguished  success  to  the  advancement  of  optical  science, 
that  it  would  be  un})ardonable  to  withhold  from  our  scientilic  readei-s  an 
account  of  their  discoveries  ;  even  were  they  less  hnportant  and  of  less 
popular  character  than  they  are.'  It  then  proceeds  to  give  an  account 
ol'  the  leading  optical  facts  contained  in  this  volume.  This  review  is  lui- 
derstood  to  have  been  written  by  Sir  David  Brew  ster.  It  appears,  also, 
from  the  American  Journal  of  the  Medical  Sciences  for  May,  1836  (p. 
268),  that  another  portion  of  this  book  was  originall}'  published  at  the 
instance  of  the  Medical  Faculty  of  the  Univei-sity  of  Pennsylvania,  '  as  a 
mark  of  the  estimation  in  which  they  held  it.'  A  third  portion, consisting 
of  nearly  half  the  volume,  has  been  printed  in  the  '  London  Philosophi- 
cal Magazine,'  the  leading  English  scientific  journal.  From  this  tiansla- 
tions  have  been  made  of  various  parts  ;  some  have  been  inserted  in  the 
'  Annales  de  Chimie,'  the  organ  of  the  Academy  of  France  ;  others  re- 
printed in  the  '  Bibliotheque  Universelle  de  Geneve  ;'  othei-s  translated 
into  Poggendorf's  Annalen  published  in  Berlin.  As  proof  of  the  considera- 
tion in  wdiich  these  memoirs  are  held,  portions  of  them  have  formed  the 
basis  of  some  of  the  most  modem  physical  theories;  thus  Professor  Moser, 
of  Konigsburg,  avowedly  founds  his  doctrine  of  A'ision — w  hich  excited  so 
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iiHicli  Inlcivsl  a  fi'w  )(':irs  a^^o,  wlicii  inlrodiiccd  hcfon;  iho  British  Asso- 
ciation— on  ("xprrinuMits  contained  in  the  book.  Professor  l\)!^r(r(>n(loit' 
L.Mves  otluMs  of  tluMnasa  final  autliorily  in  lli(;conlr()V(!rsy  about  J''iiia(hiy\s 
theory  of  thi>  Vohaie  haltery.  Tlieniost  eminent  |)liiloso])liers  have;  criticiz- 
(>(1  and  (risoussed  tli(>  original  views  l)roii<;iit  fonvard.  Sir  .1.  Herseliol,  a  year 
ai,U),  in  llie  TiOndon  l^hilosophieal  !Mai(azin(%  published  a  lont,^  examina- 
tion of  some  of  the  experiuKMits  ;  and  Be(|ueivl  read  a  memoir  before;  tho 
Institute  of  France  on  the  same  points.  These  arc  the  experiments^ 
which,  with  an  amusing  simplicity,  the  North  American  gives  us  to  under- 
stand  arc  to  be  found  in.  any  of  onr  schoolbooks. 

"  \V(^  mi«^dit  iijo  on  with  this  statement,  but  we  do  not  believe  that  any 
scientific  hook  has  ever  been  published  in  America,  on  which  the  opinions 
of  th(>  most  competent  existing  authorities  have  been  so  fully  and  favora- 
bly expressed.  We  fear  that  Dr.  Draper  is  justified  in  the  observation 
he  is  said  to  have  made,  wlien  the  Review  was  shown  him,  "  That  it 
was  too  bad  that  the  editor  of  the  North  American  had  caused  his  book  to 
be  reviewed  by  a  i)ei-son  so  irrossly  i<rnorant  of  tlu^  mere?  elements  of  che- 
mistry, as  to  assert  "  the  oils  and  resins  consist  of  carbon  and  hydrogen 
only.''  It  is  a  w  ell-know  n  foct  that  the  resms  are  oxides,  and  most  of  the 
oils  contain  oxygen. 

'•  Should  such  an  article  appear  in  the  London  Foreign  Quarterly,  or 
in  any  of  those  journals  which  systematically  abuse  everything  that  comes 
I'rom  America,  w^e  could  at  once  appreciate  the  motive.  But  after  the 
highest  scientific  authonties  in  London,  Paris,  Edinburgh,  Berlin,  Geneva, 
had  s})oken  of  this  work  so  well,  and  treated  it  with  such  consideration, 
we  confess  we  are  astonished  at  the  North  American." 


UTERINE    HYDATIDS— CASES. 

[Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

Case  1. — Mrs.  C.  is  the  mother  of  three  children  ;  is  of  a  sanguine 
temperament,  and  possesses  a  fine  constitution.  She  became  pregnant 
about  the  first  of  June  last,  and  spent  the  early  part  of  her  pregnancy  in 
comparative  comfort,  without  the  existence  of  any  symptom  or  circum- 
stance to  point  to  any  peculiarity  in  her  case.  On  the  30th  of  July,  she 
got  a  hard  fall  on  her  hips,  which  affected  the  pelvic  viscera  to  such  a 
degree  as  seriously  to  threaten  abortion.  She  was  treated  by  venesect., 
rest  in  a  horizontal  position,  bathing  with  warm  whiskey,  opiates  to  allay 
pain,  and  mild  aperients  to  keep  the  bowels  free.  Bathing  with  the  hot 
spirits  seemed  to  be  very  beneficial  to  her.  Under  this  treatment,  she  re- 
covered to  a  considerable  extent,  and  was  getting  along  tolerably  comforta- 
ble, when,  about  the  first  of  Oct.,  after  lifting  a  heavy  stick  of  wood, 
she  w^as  attacked  with  uterine  hemorrhage.  Venesect.,  acetas plumbi  and 
opium,  acid,  sulph.  dil..  rest,  &ic.,  with  the  necessary  aperient  medicines, 
constituted  her  principal  treatment.  There  were  occasional  returns  of 
the  hemorrhage  up  to  the  time  of  her  confinement.  About  the  fii'st  of 
Dec.,  she  told  me  she  did  not  believe  she  was  in  the  ''  family  way  "  at 
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all,  from  tlie  fact  iluit  slie  not  only  Imtl  never  felt  any  fcetal  motion,  liut 
that  she  was  actually  getting  smaller  histead  of  increasing  in  size.  The 
latter  was  a  ftict  plainly  ohserval)li\  On  inquiry,  I  leanu-d  that  about 
this  time  the  uterine  disehargt;  was  of  a  tlirly  brownish  a[)[)earance,  and 
abundant  in  (juaniity.  Occasionally  she  had  })retty  severe  pains,  resem- 
bling the  pains  of  labor,  which  o[)iates  would  always  quiet.  On  making 
examinations  per  vnginam,  at  such  times,  llu;  os  uteri  would  be  firmly 
closed,  presenting  a  perfectly  normal  condition. 

During  the  night ol" Saturday,  the  5th  inst.,  she  was  taken  in  labor  in  good 
earnest.  On  Sunday  morning  1  was  summoned  to  attend  her,  and  after 
a  labor  (for  her)  radier  hard,  she  was  delivenMl  at  half  past  nine  o'clock, 
A.  iM.,  of  a  bunch  of  hi/dutids,  which  would  weigh  about  four  pounds. 
The  lymph  contained  in  the  membranous  cysts  was  of  various  hues  : — 
some  reddish,  some  yellowish,  some  of  a  dirty  brownish  cast,  and  some  trans- 
parent or  nearly  so  ;  and  instead  of  the  cysts  being  hung  together  in  grape- 
like bimches,  as  described  by  w  riters  on  the  subject,  they  were  promiscu- 
ously thrown  together,  and  held  in  their  position  by  an  imperfectly  organ- 
ized sarco-membranous  production,  in  such  a  manner  as  to  present  a  per- 
ft^ctly  irregular  and  confused  mass — the  cysts  varying  in  size  from  that  of 
a  pin's  head  to  that  of  a  large  hazlenut.  Nothing  very  remarkable  oc- 
curred after  her  confinement.  The  lochial  discharge  becoming  rather 
ofTensiv^e,  ^\'as  soon  corrected  by  occasional  injections  of  w  arm  milk  and 
water  thrown  up  tiie  vagina  by  means  of  an  F.  syringe.  Her  milk, 
which  made  its  appearance  on  the  diird  day,  has  not  been  troublesome  ; 
and  she  is  now  up,  superintending  the  concerns  of  her  family.  Was  the 
fall  the  causi?  of  the  tbrmation  of  the  hydatids  I 

Having  mislaid  my  notes  of  the  folloxN  ing  case,  I  cannot  be  particu- 
lar as  to  dates  :  the  facts  I  well  remember.  The  case  being  unique,  so 
far  as  my  oh^er\ation  extends,  on  account  of  its  extraordinary  jjitZmoncrry 
sympathies,  1  shall  venture  to  relate  it.] 

From  1827,  until  1835,  I  was  practising  medicine  in  the  State  of  Con- 
necticut. 

Case  11. — Mis    VV -,  of  .Middletown,  Middlesex  county,  Ct.,  was 

about  ^^  years  old,  and  had  born;'  six  children.  She  was  of  rather  delicate 
form  and  slender  constitution.  1  think  it  was  in  the  spring  of  1830  that 
the  became,  as  she  supposed,  enceinte.  Neither  the  absence  of  the  ordi- 
nary symptoms  of  incipient  pregnancy,  nor  the  existence  of  any  extra-oi- 
dinary  syjiiplom,  maiked  die  early  stage  of  the  case.  After  tlie  lapse  of 
a  few  weeks,  however,  she  began  to  complain  of  a  pain  in  the  breast, 
which  became  fixed  at  the  lower  end  of  the  sternum.  At  about  the  usual 
period  of  time  she  began  to  increase  in  size,  and  she  continued  to  pre- 
sent a  natural  appearance  hi  that  particular.  As  the  time  of  gestation 
progressed,  the  pain  In  the  breast  became  more  Intense ;  a  cough  suc- 
ceeded, followed  by  an  expectoration  of  frotliy  mucus.  The  treatment 
for  the  pulrnonaiy  attectlon  could.  In  her  situation,  of  course,  be  no  other 
than  })alliative.  Notwithstanding  all  that  1  could  do  for  her  relief,  the 
puhnonary  difiiculiles  raged  with  unabated  and  uncontrolled  violence, 
riie  pain  in  the  breast,  and  the  cough,  were  distressing.     Expectoradon 
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\vas  iil)UM(hiiit.  Huinin^  in  llic.  |);iliiis  ol*  llic-  huiids  uihI  solos  ol  feel, 
with  nocturnal  sweats,  and  (Muaciation,  cmsikhI  ;  and  I  believe  that  siie, 
and  all  her  friends,  thout^dit  she  would  soon  die  of  pulmonary  consump- 
tion. About  the  (Mul  of  the  eii^dilh  month  1  was  sent  for  to  attend  her  in 
labor.  On  my  arrival  at  the  iiouse,  I  was  inform(;d  tliat  sIh^  had  got 
through  ;  and  I  was  shown,  by  th(^  ladies  pn^sent  on  iIk;  occasion,  a 
bunch  of  hydatids  (the  product  of  her  labor),  which  1  jucJged  would 
weigh  about  seven  pounds.  In  this  case,  th(^  lym|)h  contained  in  the 
cysts  w  as  about  the  color  and  consistence  of  the  white  of  an  egg,  with 
very  little  variation.  In  size,  the  cysts  varied  from  that  of  a  mustard  seed, 
to  that  of  a  large  filbert.  Mrs.  W.  Iiad  a  tolerably  good  "  getting  up," 
and  as  she  gained  her  strength,  which  she  did  in  the  course  of  a  few 
^\  e(>,ks,  the  symptoms  of  pulmonary  disease  subsided  ;  and  she  was  re- 
stored to  her  usual  health. 

In  neither  of  the  cases  was  there  the  slightest  appearance  of  a  fcetus. 

Respectfully  yours,  J.  M.  Morris. 

Somerset,  Ohio,  \&th  Jan.,  1845. 
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Belfast,  or  rather  the  district  in  which  it  is  placed  in  the  north  of  Ireland, 
is  situated  between  the  parallels  of  54^,  55"  north  latitude,  and  6°  west 
longitude.  The  climate  is  mild  and  tolerably  equable,  which  will  appear 
from  the  circumstance  that  the  lowest  fall  of  the  thermometer,  according 
to  Fahrenheit,  during  the  last  twelve  months,  was  26^,  on  the  15th  of  Feb.; 
and  the  greatest  rise  in  the  shade  77",  on  the  noon  of  the  25th  of  July — 
making  a  yearly  average  of  5 1*'  .  The  thermometer,  however,  seldom 
falls  to  26*",  or  rises  to  77"  in  the  shade,  and  the  mean  average  has  been 
other\vise  estimated  at  52°,  which  is  equal  to  that  of  Devonshire  in  the 
south  of  England  ;  London  being  50".  As  the  summers  are  much  cooler 
in  Ireland,  the  preceding  fact  is  explained  by  the  greater  mildness  of 
the  winters  than  in  England.  The  grape,  both  white  and  red,  ripens  in 
the  open  air  both  about  London  and  in  Hampshire,  though  hardly  in 
Devonshire  or  Cornwall ;  but  I  only  remember  it  to  have  done  so  once 
in  this  country,  and  that  was  in  the  wami  summer  of  1825.  Peaches, 
nectarines,  and  even  figs,  however,  ripen  perfectly  on  the  wall. 

Owing  to  the  prevalence  of  north-west  winds  for  the  greater  part  of  the 
year  (the  east  winds  predominate  in  spring),  the  climate  of  Ireland  is 
extremely  moist,  resembling  in  this  respect  the  territory  of  the  Oregon  and 
the  New  Zc^aland  Islands.  These  winds  blowing  over  the  vast  Atlantic, 
deposit  th''ir  moisture  on  the  Irish  land.  The  whole  country,  indeed,  is 
very  moist  ;  at  Belfast  there  were,  during  1842,  193  rainy  days.  The 
driest  periods  of  the  year  are  eariy  spring  in  March,  and  often  April, 
when  the  east  winds  blow  ;   also  the  autumn  or  fall.     Yesterday,  Sept. 
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2'2,  1843,  tile  iKiroinftfi*  stood  at  HO.G'JO  ;  on  Jan.  13,  preceding,  it  was 
so  low  as  if8.00().  1^'or  many  years  jjast  tlnire  has  been  little  snow  or 
ice  ;  lew,  and  those  commonly  inconsiderable  manifestations  of  thunder 
and  lii^htning.  In  January,  about  four  years  since,  there  was  a  hurri- 
cane, which  blew  down  houses,  uprooted  trees  by  myriads,  and  did  vast 
damage  among  the  shipping.  The  noise,  while  it  lasted,  was  ex.actly 
that  of  a  heavy  gale  at  sea.  It  continued  during  the  greater  part  of  one 
night,  and  lulletl  suddenly  at  two  in  tlie  afternoon  of  the  following  day. 
JMy  impression  was  that  had  it  lasted  i24  hours  longer,  few  public  or  pri- 
vate structures  coidd  have  w  ithstood  it.  Such  visitations,  however,  are  of 
very  infrequent  occurrence. 

The  as[)ect  of  the  heavens  is  commonly  blue,  but  much  more  clouded 
than  in  the  United  States.  The  stai-s  shine  w  ith  considerable  brilliancy  ; 
the  milky  way  is  very  distinct,  and  during  the  winter,  and  sometimes 
even  in  the  summer,  we  have  brilliant  displays  of  what  are  tenned aurora 
borealis  and  shooting  stai-s.  I  have  twice  seen  an  arch  of  a  red,  and  of  a 
bright  rose  color,  span  the  whole  semi-circunderence  of  the  heavens. 
At  other  times,  1  have  witnessed  rays  which  darted  with  vivid  corusca- 
tions towards  the  zenith. 

The  surface  of  the  land  is  ever  green  :  the  driest  summer  or  the  cold- 
est winter  rarely  interrupt  this  emerald  hue,  which  strikes  one  very  sensi- 
bly on  an'iving,  after  scorching  weather,  from  the  north  of  Europe  or 
America.  The  unequal  surface  of  much  of  the  soil,  compared  by  the 
poet  Spencer  to  eggs  set  in  salt,  causes  the  water  to  flow  off  rapidly  ;  the 
limestome  bottom,  also,  which  very  much  prevails,  serves  to  drain  off  the 
moisture  in  another  direction.  The  country  is  intersected  with  innumera- 
ble roads,  rinining  streams,  and  petty  lakes.  Some  of  these  last,  however, 
are  of  considerable  dimensions  :  Lough  JNeagli,  Lough  Corril,  and  Lough 
Erne,  are  from  20  to  30  miles  in  length,  and  from  20  down,  in  breadth, 
constituting  considerable  sheets  of  water.  There  are  large  surfaces  both 
in  the  northern  and  midland  counties  occupied  by  unreclaimed  bog  or 
peat ;  one  of  these,  the  bog  of  Allen,  in  the  centre  of  Ireland,  is  said  to 
be  90  miles  in  length.  iXotwithstanding  the  mildness  of  the  climate,  which 
rarely  internipts  the  labors  of  the  husbandman,  and  the  demands  of  a 
dense  population,  the  land  is  very  insufficiently  tilled ;  and  there  can  be 
little  doubt  that  twice  or  even  thrice  the  existing  amount  of  produce 
might  be  readily  obtained. 

The  origin  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  north  of  Ireland,  and  of  the  Irish 
races  in  general,  is  matter  of  very  great  uncertainty.  There  appears  to 
hav^e  been  a  tolerably  active  communication  going  on  at  a  period  conside- 
rably anterior  to  all  wTitten  or  even  oral  tradition.  Boats  or  vessels,  some 
of  them  60  feet  long,  are  occasionally  discovered  in  the  Irish  bogs  and 
fens  of  Lincolnshire,  very  different  from  any  of  w  liich  descriptions  have 
come  down  to  us,  implying  means  of  intercommunication  and  a  partial  fu- 
sion of  races  from  a  very  early  period.  One  and  the  same  Celtic  race  ap- 
pears to  have  occupied  France,  England,  Scotland,  Ireland.  The  dialect, 
to  the  present  day  even,  is  absolutely  identical  in  Brittany,  Cornwall,  Wales, 
the  north  of  Scotland,  and  much  of  Ireland,  w  here  the  Erse  still  forms  the 
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spokiMi  lai\L;ua^('  of  millions.  The  imiiics  of  a  miikitiule;  of  phicos  in  all 
llicsc  regions  is  mi(M|iii\()i'allv  Imsc  or  Irish  ;  tlw  origin  of  the  iiihabilants, 
tluMcrorc,  is  the  sain;*.  In  lalcr  liincs,  in  Eiij^land  and  Franco  at  l(3a.st, 
(lie  Komans  canir  lo  niin^lc  with  the  earlier  races,  subsequently  the 
Saxons,  and  lastly  the  Normans,  the  descendants  of  th(5  Norse-men  who 
invaded,  then  settl(>(l  in  Normandy.  The  existin^i  population  of  the  dlf- 
lerent  parts  of  Ireland  is  ;ni  intermixture  of  lMi;;lisli,  Irish,  Scots  ;  and 
it  is  prohahle  that  no  poilion  of  the  iniiahilants,  perhaps  excepting  the 
fuuiti\('  HMunajit  left  after  the  desolating  civil  wars  in  Connaught,  if  even 
that,  are  of  unmingled  Celtic  descent.  The  earlier  English  colonists 
eventually  adoj)ted  the  manners  and  habits  of  the  natives,  so  that  evi- 
dence of  the  intermixture  has  necessarily  been  more  or  less  effaced.  Still, 
the  North  of  Ireland,  as  well  as  some  other  districts,  in  religion,  language, 
manners,  betrays  strong  evidence  of  recent  Scottish  and  English  addi- 
tions. As  for  the  Spanish  descent  of  a  portion  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
western  coast,  beyond  what  might  be  effected  by  slight  conmiercial  inter- 
course, 1  would  esteem  it  ])urely  illusory.  English  is  the  language,.  Ro- 
mish the  religion,  of  the  great  body  of  the  people.  Protestants  and  pro- 
testant  dissenters  exist  in  largest  numbers  to  the  north  ;  but  even  there, 
the  Koman  Catholic  creed  predominates  among  the  laboring  classes. 

I  do  not  esteem  Ireland  a  corn-growing  country  :  oats,  indeed,  and  bar- 
ley, thrive  very  well,  and  the  south  of  England  receives  oats  from  the 
north  of  Ireland,  the  colder  summer  atmos})here  of  which  is  better  adapt- 
ed for  the  growth  of  this  grain.  Wheat,  this  year  and  last,  has  been  a 
fair  average  crop,  but  even  at  its  best,  though  a  full  round  grain,  is  inferior 
to  the  English,  still  more  the  American.  The  late  period  at  which  it 
ripens,  for  much  of  it  yet  remains  to  be  stacked,  here  we  do  not  house  it, 
w  ith  the  moist  cool  summers,  renders  it  a  very  precarious  crop  ;  and  its 
grow  th  would  probably  be  entirely  discontinued,  but  for  the  high  prohibit- 
ive duties  against  continental  and  American  States  grain. 

If  it  be  not  so  w  ell  adapted  for  bread-corn,  how^ever,  it  is  admirably  so 
for  green  crops,  for  luxuriance  in  which  respect,  it  far  surpasses  any  other 
region  with  which  1  am  acquainted.  The  moist  and  temperate  summers  fa- 
vor the  growth  of  prodigious  quantities  of  potatoes,  clover,  beets,  vetch,  tur- 
nips, in  sliort  greens  of  every  description.  And  with  the  exception  of  the 
necessary  alternation  of  grain  crops  to  vary  the  produce  and  partly  to  sub- 
serve home  consumption,  and  even  these,  as  oats,  are  sometimes  cut  green,  it 
were  better  to  devote  the  soil  to  the  raising  of  green  crops  for  the  house- 
feeding  of  beef  and  milk  cattle,  which  might  be  done  to  an  almost  unliniit- 
ed  extent.  Flax,  every  one  knows,  and  as  probably  would  the  phomiam 
tenax,  grows  luxuriantly  in  tlie  north  of  Ireland  ;  but  it  is  only  of  late 
years  that  the  inhabitants  have  thouo^ht  of  saving  the  seed  for  oil  cmsh- 
ing  and  as  food  for  cattle,  Russia  and  the  United  States  furnishing  seeci 
for  setting. 

Notwithstanding  the  actually  great,  and  potentially  speaking,  almost 
boundless  productiveness  of  the  country,  aided  by  a  better  s)  stem  of  ma- 
nurinir,  draining,  rotation  of  cro))s,  change  of  seed,  and  the  immense 
creation  of  milk,  butter,  meal,  Hour,  beef,  pork,  it   will  hardly  be  credited 
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that  the  inhuhitants  generally,  are  not  adequately  supplied  even  with  milk, 
j)otatoe.s,  aiiti  bread-corn,  not  to  speak  of  butter,  pork,  and  beef.  The 
ibod  of  the  <riv[\X  inajority  consists  of  potatoes,  a  very  i^ood  inj_n'«*dient  but 
a  bad  exclusive  diet,  a  limited  supply  of  oatmeal,  and  a  little  fat  pork,  along 
with  the  refuse  and  parings  of  the  pork  and  ham  curers,  also  salt  herrings, 
but  little  or  no  w  lieaten  bread,  tlour,  beef,  mutton,  or  fish,  herrings  fresh 
or  salt  excepted.  The  result  of  this  deplorable  state  of  things  is,  that  if 
there  should  be  any  considerable  deficiency  in  the  current  potato  crop, 
for  potatoes  will  not,  like  bread-com,  keep  from  year  to  year,  starvation, 
with  the  invariably  attendant  ty[)hus  fever,  steps  in  and  desolates  the  com- 
munity. In  other  respects,  the  deficiency  of  ade(|uat(3  nourishment  has  in  a 
measure  dwarfed  the  people,  who  as  a  whole  present  neither  the  stature 
nor  the  brawn  and  muscle  which  is  met  widi  in  England,  where  the  peo- 
ple are  very  much  better  fed. 

Partly  owing  to  this  physical  destitution,  jiartly  recklessness,  and  partly, 
also,  from  a  desire  to  gratify  the  common  feelings  of  our  species,  mar- 
riages, too  commonly  quite  improvident,  are  entered  into,  and  a  race  come 
into  the  world  to  encounter  the  same  wretchedness  which  was  the  lot  of 
their  progenitors.  Yet  with  all  this,  the  people,  in  general,  are  cheerful, 
light-hearted,  and  courteous  to  a  degree.  The  pressure  of  necessity,  and 
the  claims  of  each  day,  which  each  day  must  be  met  and  satisfied,  leave 
no  scope  for  imaginary  evils.  Suicides  very  rarely  occur  among  the 
poorer  classes  in  Ireland  ;  for  much  the  same  reason,  1  conceive,  that  one 
never  hears  of  suicide  among  soldiers  or  sailors  in  active  service  and  in- 
curring the  risks  of  their  respective  callings. 

Typhus  fever  is  one  of  the  most  prevalent  diseases  of  the  Irish  com- 
munity, as  well  as  those  portions  of  the  English  and  Scotch  which  are 
similarly  circumstanced.  It  is  never  absent  ;  but  during  periods  of 
scarcity,  as  already  observed,  becomes  of  epidemic  frequency.  It  is  en- 
tirely dependent  on  deficient  nourishment ;  and  would,  in  my  opinion,  if  the 
people  were  better  fed,  almost  entirely  disappear.  Deficiency  of  the 
staff  of  life  also  enhances  the  prevalence  of  many  other  diseases  exclusive 
of  fever,  as  consumption,  scrofula,  rheumatism,  inflammation,  di'opsy.  Con- 
sumption is  exceedingly  prevalent  and  destixictive  ;  the  people,  irrespective 
of  being  ill  fed,  are  not  half  clothed,  half  lodged,  half  warmed,  or  half  kept 
clean.  The  disease  termed  die  fall  sickness  or  infantile  diarrhoea  in  the 
United  States,  hardly  troubles  us  in  the  north  of  Ireland ;  we  have  no 
cramp  of  the  stomach,  and  no  intemiittent  fever  ;  an  immunity,  in  the  last 
instance,  not  arising,  as  absurdly  asserted,  from  the  antiseptic  matter  of 
the  bogs,  but  entirely  owing  to  the  low  temperature.  Let  the  thermome- 
ter but  range  ten  degrees  higher,  and  ague  and  fever  would  prevail  over 
the  lengdi  and  breadth  of  the  countiy. 

Some  remedies  for  the  improvement  of  the  Irish  community,  both  north 
and  south,  may  be  inferred  from  what  has  been  already  said  ;  odiers  would 
reside  in  the  better  education  of  the  people,  and  especially  in  an  improved 
tenure  of  the  soil,  the  tenants  receiving  longer  leases,  and  being  always 
indemnified  for  the  real  improvements  which  they  effect.  Education  has 
already  done  much ;  but  the  people  are  not  sufficiently  well  educated. 
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Thoy  aio  fTonorally  tauj^lu  to  read  and  write ;  but  these  are  rather  ineans 
than  ends:  h(\sld('s,  until  tlieir  physical  condition  is  am('nd(!d,  oduralion 
\\  ill  not  nuicli  avail  ;  people  who  are  starvin;^,  cannot  Ix^  exj)ect(;d  to  liold 
knowledge  in  esteem.  The  proj^ress  of  tennperance  has  already  effected 
much  f^^ood.  In  Belfast  alon(%  some  £50,000  sterling,  more  than 
$!200,000,  w(TC  ])aid  annually  into  the  revenues  as  excise  on  whiskey  and 
other  intoxicatini^  drinks.  Taverns  and  puhlic  houses  swanned  in  every  di- 
rection ;  and  tlie  bloated  publican,  like  a  spider  in  the  centre  of  his  toils, 
lured  in  ever}'  direction  but  too  successfully,  the  hard-earned  savings  of  his 
victims.  A  better  (ulucation,  however,  would  help  the  growth  and  per- 
manence of  temperance,  and  prevent  the  lapses,  otherwise  almost  inevita- 
ble, from  the  cause. 

Emigration  has  done  a  good  deal  to  lighten  the  pressure  of  population 
on  the  means  of  subsistence.  The  lower  classes  of  Irish  emigrants,  how- 
ever, are  hardly  treated  with  sufficient  consideration  and  attention  in  the 
countries  of  their  selection.  Commonly  profoundly  ignorant,  they  are  too 
apt  to  fall  victims  to  the  climate  and  the  pernicious  effects  of  cheap  in- 
toxicating dnnks.  I  cannot  but  think,  so  far  as  regards  the  United  States 
and  Canada,  that  if  the  respective  governments  of  those  countries  would 
employ  a  portion  of  the  cheap  labor  which  yearly  flows  in,  in  clearing  the 
soil  and  prepaiing  homes  for  the  stranger  ;  furnishing  the  latter,  at  as  cheap 
a  rate  as  possible,  with  facilities  for  performing  the  necessary  journey  from 
the  seaports  and  taking  possession  of  the  land  of  promise,  not  only  great 
good  would  be  realized  by  the  wandering  and  too  often  heart-broken  emi- 
grant, but  the  foundation  would  be  laid  for  happy  and  intelligent  com- 
munities of  human  beings  through  ages  that  are  to  come. 

Belfast,  Sept.  23,  1843.  Henry  McCormac. 
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Williams's  Medical  Biography. — Although  the  memoirs  of  eminent 
American  physicians,  by  Dr.  S.  W.Williams,  has  been  twice  referred  to  in 
the  Journal,  we  feel  bound  again  to  call  the  attention  of  the  profession  to 
its  claims.  Who  does  not  take  pleasure  in  studying  the  lives  of  those  who 
have  gone  before  us,  especially  those  who  toiled  in  a  routine  with  which 
we  are  familiar?  How  few  of  the  great  multitude  who  belong  to  the 
liberal  but  poorly  estimated  profession  of  medicine,  ever  rise  to  that  dis- 
tinction in  society  to  which  all  aspire!  It  is  only  here  and  there,  in  the 
distance,  that  an  individual  shines  in  the  firmament,  like  a  lone  star,  the 
observed  of  all  observers,  while  thousands  upon  thousands,  whose  aspira- 
tions were  onward  and  upward,  have  gone  down  to  the  dust  after  a  life  of 
laborious  and  useful  industry,  unremembered  beyond  the  boundaries  of 
their  own  personal  acquaintance.  It  is  gratifying  to  one's  curiosity  to 
look  behind  the  curtain,  as  it  is  lifted  by  the  biographer,  and  discover  the 
movement  of  the  machinery  by  which  some  men  have   raised   themselves 
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from  the  humblest  positions,  to  proud  and  honorable  eminences,  whence 
they  could  lt>ok  down  upon  the  world  with  a  conscious  pride  of  having 
been  the  architects  of  tlieir  own  inlluence  and  fortunes.  Great  things, 
Biiya  the  proverb,  are  not  done  by  main  strength.  Those  niiiKls  wliich 
move  tlie  moral  world,  and  leave  the  impress  of  tlieir  power  upon  the  age 
in  which  they  live,  have  not  usually  been  ushered  into  being  under  very 
enviable  circumstances,  but  have  often  been  nursed  in  penury,  and  com- 
bated the  hydra  head  of  poverty  with  the  staunch  determination  of  a 
Hercules,  and  finally  overcame  difficulties  in  the  road  to  fame,  which  men 
of  ordinary  powers  could  not  have  managed.  The  very  warfare  for  bread 
alone,  in  the  walks  of  our  profession,  has  not  unfrequently  resulted  in 
the  firm  establishment  of  a  reputation  that  has  finally  commanded  the  ad- 
miration of  manldnd.  Such,  to  a  certain  extent,  are  the  subjects  of  Dr. 
Williams's  biographical  memoirs. 

About  fifteen  years  since,  Dr.  James  Thacher  published  a  work  on 
American  medical  biography,  of  which  the  recent  one  by  Dr.  Williams 
may  be  considered  the  second  volume,  and  some  future  historian  will  com- 
pile a  third.  These  industrious  authors,  however,  should  not  be  allowed 
to  incur  the  amount  of  cost,  aside  from  personal  literary  drudgery,  in 
bringing  out  books  of  such  importance,  without  those  for  whose  special 
edification  they  are  designed,  giving  their  full  influence  in  promoting  and 
extending  the  sales.  Dr.  Williams,  let  it  be  understood,  has  not  confined 
himself  to  the  lives  of  physicians  in  any  one  State,  but  the  whole  United 
States  has  been  the  ground  for  his  inquiries :  hence  the  work  possesses 
the  same  intrinsic  interest  to  the  reader  in  New  Orleans,  or  St.  Louis,  that 
it  does  to  us  in  the  city  of  Boston.  As  a  literary  performance,  it  is  a 
creditable  undertaking,  and  its  appearance  is  highly  respectable.  A  medi- 
cal library  cannot  be  complete  without  it,  and  hence  we  again  urge  its 
claims  upon  the  profession  throughout  the  whole  country. 


Geneva  Medical  ddlege — JEsculapian  Feast. — At  the  Geneva  (N.  Y.) 
Med.  College,  when  the  lectures  closed,  the  other  day,  the  faculty  and  gra- 
duates had  a  grand  tee-total  supper,  characterized  by  fine  sentiments,  savory 
dishes  and  refined  wit.  Dr.  Hamilton  the  surgeon,  Dr.  Lee  of  New  York, 
and  Dr.  Webster  of  Rochester,  contributed  largely  towards  the  general  fund 
of  intellectual  enjoyment.  Dr.  Waowawanaonk,  a  chief  of  the  Seneca 
tribe  of  Indians,  who  is  an  educated  physician,  appears  to  have  been,  how- 
ever, the  principal  lion  of  the  evening.  He  maile  a  speech,  among  other 
things,  in  his  native  tongue,  which  was  said  to  be  in  defence  of  the  cha- 
racter of  Red  Jacket,  and  which  must  have  been  vastly  edifying  to  a 
company  of  gentlemen  who  never  heard  a  word  of  that  dialect  before. 
However,  it  was  a  capital  talk,  and  all  the  better  for  not  being  understood. 
Dr.  Waowawanaonk's  sentiment,  over  a  glass  of  pure  water,  was  admira- 
ble :  *'  Medicine — the  must  /earned  of  the  professions,  in  the  judgment  of 
Lord  3fansji(/d,  and  Lord  Mansfield  ivas  an  impartial  Judge." 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  graduates,  with  their  theses  : — P.  C.  Allen, 
gonorrhoea ;  S.  H.  Barnes,  acute  peripneumonia  ;  R.  Bell,  passions;  J. 
Bellows,  pathological  anatomi/  ;  A.  Bennet,  epilepsy  ;  D.  E.  B\sl\o\i,  hi  story 
of  medicine  ;  J.  C,  Brett,  syphilis ;  T.  A.  Brown,  scarlatina  ;  J.  J.  Brown, 
vital  principle;  S.  M.  Brown,  dysentery;  N.  S.  Bryant,  opium;  W.  J. 
B\irr,fccundulion;    D.    Burton,  2>ltthisis  pulmonalis ;    M.   Caldwell,  anic^ 
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vorrhfra  ;  A.  R.  Calkins,  ronfrfntivr  fever  ;  J.  If.  Charles,  indi^rrstloii ;  A. 
S.  Chxrkc,  jautn/Irr  :  S.  M.  C'lirtiss,  infhirnrc  of  habit  and  mode,  of  life; 
L.  P.  Dayton,  inuraf<>ia;  1).  I*.  IK'vciidorl',  tulnrnilar  phthisis;  R.  II. 
Estahrooic,  rules  for  the  phifsiiian ;  1.  1).  Fowler,  asphyxia;  J.  C.  Gos.s, 
intermittent  fever  ;  Ti  .  (Jranj^ror,  searlrt  frver  ;  L.  K.  Ilausc,  anatomy  and 
physiology  of  digestion  ;  G.  C.  Hay,  diabetes  ;  J.  Irwin,  dysentery  ;  L.  K. 
Jones,  dyspepsia ;  M.  H.  Mills,  phthisis  pulmonalis  ;  H.  W.  Nicholas, 
the  intelUirent  physiriaii ;  I.  S.  Normander,  bloodlettinfr ;  L.  North,  eoUe- 
g^iatc  education  ;  N.  M.  Perry,  enteritis  ;  T.  C.  Pomeroy,  divorce ;  C. 
Powers,  entozoa  ;  G.  W.  Pratt,  spinal  irritation  ;  B.  Robinson,  scarlet  fe- 
ver;  W.  B.  S(|uires,  modus  operandi  of  medicine;  1).  D.  Thomson, /^w^r- 
peral  fever  ;  J.  H.  Tr^icy,  pertussis ;  D.  W.  C.  Van  Slyck,  intellectual 
disparity. — 41. 


Spiral  Abdominal  Supporter. — We  have  heretofore  been  influenced  by 
the  declaration  of  Solomon,  and  believed  that  there  was  *'  nothing  new 
under  the  sun."  Last  week,  however,  Mr.  Phelps,  an  ingenious  truss- 
maker  of  this  city,  called  our  attention  to  an  invention  that  begins  to 
shake  our  faith  in  the  opinion  of  the  wise  king  of  Israel.  It  is  an  ab- 
dominal supporter,  unlike  any  contrivance  with  which  the  profession  are 
familiar.  We  shall  not  undertake  to  describe  it  any  further  than  to  men- 
tion that  spiral  springs  are  introduced,  in  a  way  to  keep  the  abdominal  pad 
always  pressing  upward  and  slightly  inward.  Nothing  could  fit  better,  or 
more  completely  fulfil  the  intentions  of  mechanical  support  in  the  lower 
part  of  the  bowels. 

So  much  has  been  written  and  said  about  abdominal  supporters,  within 
a  few  years,  that  it  constitutes  a  kind  of  abdominal  literature,  fully  as  in- 
teresting as  the  milk-sick  literature  of  Illinois,  and  quite  as  consequential, 
perhaps,  as  any  thing  yet  promulgated  on  that  subject.  Still,  Mr.  Phelps 
has  a  claim  to  consideration,  on  the  score  of  a  new  application  of  an  old 
but  excellent  mechanical  principle. 


Uterineters. — This  is  a  strange  name,  and  appended  to  a  queer  thing, 
which  is  designated  a  new  surgical  instrument.  In  one  of  the  Bangor 
papers  there  is  an  advertisement  in  regard  to  uterineters — but  so  badly 
expressed,  or  designedly  made  so  obscure,  that  we  cannot  understand  the 
precise  object  of  the  writer.  A  correspondent,  however,  in  a  note  receiv- 
ed the  last  week,  remarks,  in  relation  to  the  uterineter,  *'  that  for  their  pre- 
tended purpose,  they  are  not  so  well  calculated  as  the  common  flexible 
catheter,"  but  intimates  that  for  a  purpose  not  of  course  alluded  to  in  the 
advertisement,  they  may  be  found  effective.  If  we  have  an  opportunity 
of  examining  the  article,  and  it  proves  to  be  as  we  suspect,  a  further  no- 
tice will  be  taken  of  it.  A  strong  barrier  must  be  raised,  says  the  same 
letter,  against  the  shameful  introduction,  by  members  of  the  profession,  of 
facilities  for  committing  crime,  "  by  those  who  are  reckless  of  everything 
except  what  gives  a  dollar,  or  the  country  will  become  as  bad  as  the  city 
with  Madame  llest.cllian  practices." 


Freguency  of  Prolapsus  Uteri. — In   the   Working   Man's   Advocate,  a 
paper  whicli  appears   to  be  engaged    in  making  the  poor  hate  the  rich,  a 
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paragraph  was  introduced  about  tl»ree  weeks  ago,  designed  to  rouse  the 
wives  of  liihoriii*"^  men  to  a  feeling  of  hostility  against  tliese  whose  pecu- 
niary condition  may  tiappen  to  he  sujierior  to  their  own.  This  is  an  artful 
method  of  producing  discontent  and  dissatisfaction  where  no  cause  for  it 
exists  ;  but  it  is  a  part  of  the  machinery  put  in  motion  by  a  restless  com- 
pany of  disorganizers,  who  are  never  at  a  loss  for  pretexts  when  they  at- 
tack the  character  of  institutions,  the  permanency  of  wliich  gives  healtli, 
security  and  happiness  to  the  community  in  which  they  exist.  ^ 

The  following  are  the  facts  contained  in  the  piece  alluded  to,  which  is 
signed  E.  Newbury,  M.D.,  who  is  presumed  to  be  a  resident  of  New 
York,  where  the  Advocate  is  published  : — 

'*  Dr.  Bedford,  Professor  of  Midwifery,  estimates  that  among  the  work- 
ing classes  of  married  women  in  this  city  [New  York],  seven  in  every  ten 
sutfer  with  the  miserable  affliction  of  prolapsus  of  the  womb,  principally 
because  they  arc  too  poor  to  lay  a  sulFicient  time  in  a  horizontal  position 
after  their  continement.  It  is  not  an  uncommon  circumstance  for  a  doc- 
tor to  find  his  poor  patient  standing  at  a  wash-tub  the  day  after  being  de- 
livered. 

**  This  reminds  me  of  a  circumstance  that  came  under  my  own  obser- 
vation. Two  women  met  at  the  pump  with  their  pails  to  get  water.  One, 
who  was  very  near  her  confinement,  asked  the  other  to  pump  for  her,  when 
the  other  replied  that  she  was  very  sorry  that  she  could  not  help  her,  as  she 
was  delivered  of  twins  on  the  day  previous. 

"  None  so  well  know  the  sufferings  of  fallen  humanity  as  the  physician. 
The  rich  suffer  much  from  indolence  and  excessive  indulgence  ;  but  the 
producers  suffer  more  from  the  opposite  extreme,  excessive  toil  and  want  ; 
and  both  .ilike  generate  scrofulous  constitutions  to  their  offspring,  though 
they  differ  in  kind.     The  only  remedy  is  to  share  each  others'  habits." 


Rules  for  preserving  the  Teeth. — A  little  book,  that  might  be  carried 
without  nuich  inconvenience  in  one's  glove,  has  recently  been  published 
by  A.  B.  Childs,  M.D.,  and  is  an  exceedingly  sensible  production. 
Much  originality  cannot  be  expected  in  these  latter  days  of  some  of  the 
sciences.  The  first  article,  however,  on  caries^  embraces  the  very  pith 
and  marrow  of  all  the  elaborate  treatises,  and  the  truths  we  recognized  in 
each  division  of  the  subject,  induced  us  to  look  over  fourteen  of  the  pages, 
with  satisfaction.  With  respect  to  the  value  of  the  last  chapter,  we  must  say 
at  present,  as  the  Italian  answered  when  questioned  on  the  trial  of  the 
queen  of  George  IV.,  non  me  recordi. 


Prostitution  in  Paris. — A  translation  of  the  startling  work  by  A.  J.  B. 
Duchatelet,  on  this  subject,  considered  morally,  politically  and  medically, 
with  reference  to  philanthropists  and  legislators,  has  recently  been  trans- 
lated by  an  American  physician,  and  is  to  be  immediately  published  in 
Boston.  To  the  majority  of  professional  readers,  the  work  is  familiar  in 
the  original.  We  shall  advert  to  it  again,  when  published  in  an  English 
dress. 

Elcetion  of  Dr.  Patterson  to  the  Presidency  of  the  American  Philo- 
sophiccd  Society.— A\e,  learn,  with  pleasure,  that  Dr.  Robert  M.  Patterson, 
President  of  the  United  States  Mint,  and  formerly  Professor  in  the  Uni- 
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vorsitv  of  Virginia,  lias  l)0(Mi  clcctcMl  Presidoiit  of  tlic  Aiiicricaii  IMiilo- 
s()])hicril  Sorioty,  in  j)laco  of  the  \\\\v.  v('ii('ral)l('  Peter  S.  J)u|)(>iice.iu,  ulio 
liad  lor  so  loiiu^  a  period  presided  over  tliat  learned  body  as  its  chief 
otlieer.  Dr.  Patterson  is  well  known  as  an  a(xoni[)lislied  gentleman  and 
tinished  scholar,  and  we  are.  confident  that  llie  Soci(!ty  (-ould  not  have 
selected  a  more  worthy  successor  to  Franklin,  Jellerson,  Patterson,  ^Vis- 
tar,  and  its  other  distintrnished  I*residents.  Although  educated  as  a  phy- 
sician. Dr.  Patterson  has  long  since  retired  from  active  practice  and  de- 
voted himself  with  commendable  zeal  to  the  discharije  of  his  duties  as 
chief  otficer  of  the  Mint,  and  to  literary  and  scientific  pursuits  generally. 
— Ni'W  York  Journal  of  Medicine. 

The  Medical  Circular  of  the  National  Institute. — An  answer  to  the  Cir- 
cular of  the  Medical  Department  of  the  Institute,  by  a  distinguished 
medical  gentleman  of  Ireland,  will  be  found  in  to-day's  Journal.  Dr.  Mc 
Cormac,  it  will  seen,  does  not  confine  himself  rigidly  to  the  questions  in 
the  Circular  ;  but.  he  has  drawn  up  an  exceedingly  interesting  paper,  and 
such  an  one,  in  kind,  as  many  of  our  American  physicians  might  with 
advantage  furnish  to  the  Institute,  with  such  additions  as  circumstances 
would  render  desirable.  The  Circular,  we  perceive,  is  copied  into  the 
last  number  of  the  New  Orleans  Medical  Journal ;  and  the  editors,  in 
some  favorable  remarks  upon  it,  erroneously  state  that  "  a  correspondent 
at  the  North  has  replied  to  the  questions  through  the  Boston  Medical  and 
Surgical  Journal,"  and  suggest  that  physicians  of  the  South  AVest  should 
do  the  same  through  their  pages.  The  answers  which  have  appeared  in 
this  Journal  were  all  originally  communicated  to  the  proper  officers  of  the 
Medical  Department  of  the  Institute,  by  whom  they  were  forwarded  to 
us.  Indeed,  it  would  be  treating  the  Institute  with  slight  respect  to  an- 
swer its  questions  through  the  medium  of  the  journals,  although  it  would 
doubtless  lighten  the  duties  of  the  members,  part  of  which  is  to  consider 
and  report  on  the  papers  presented  to  them,  which  they  would  hardly 
think  it  worth  while  to  do  if  these  should  reach  them  at  second  hand. 


Massachusetts  Ei/e  and  Ear  Infirmary. — Dr.  Bethune,  one  of  the  sur- 
geons of  this  institution,  has  addressed  us  the  following  note,  to  correct  a 
mistake  in  the  last  Journal.  Were  it  $5,000  instead  of  2,000  paid  annu- 
ally, from  the  State  treasury,  no  one  possessing  an  ordinary  share  of  be- 
nevolence would  complain. 

Dear  Sir, — I  notice  in  your  Journal  of  yesterday,  an  observation  up- 
on this  institution,  in  which  the  State  is  made  to  give  85,000  a  year  for 
its  support.     This  is  an  error.     The  amount  so  appropriated  is  $2,000. 

I  had  hoped  before  now  to  have  complied  with  my  promise  of  writing 
for  you  from  notes  made  at  the  Infirmary,  but  have  hitherto  been  prevent- 
ed by  other  engagements.  I  have  had  for  some  time,  however,  in  prepa- 
ration, tlie  analysis  of  seventy  or  eighty  cases  of  traumatic  ophthalmiae, 
which  I  intend  before  long  to  ask  a  place  for  in  your  Journal. 
'•"  Jan.  30,  1845.  Very  truly  yours,  George  A.  Bethune. 


Number  of  deaths  in  Boston,  for  the  weekending  Feb.  1,43— Males,  20;  Females,  23.      Stillborn.  5, 
Of  connumpiion,  6— lunj^  (ever,  7— dro|)8y  on  the  brain,  2 — Inflamnmiion  on  the  lungs,  1— debility, 

.1 — delirium  tremens,  1 — infantile,  4— tits,  1 — scarlet  fever,  4 — hooping  cough,  1 — typhus  fever,  2 — 

cholera   infantum,  1— old  ai,'e,  5— murasmus,  1— accidental,  1 — mortiflcation,  1— inflammation  of  the 

bowels,  1 — liver  complaint,  I. 
Under  5  years,  24— between  5  and  20  years,  1  — between  30  and  60  years,  9— over  60  years,  9. 
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TUe  Oritfin  of  Puerperal  Fvir. — As  teiidiri^  to  illustr.'ite  this  most 
(lis|)utt'd  ([uestioii,  Dr.  Miir|)iiy  rt'lites  a  case  of  dillicujt  and  protracted 
labor,  ill  which  delivery  was  fi.i  lly  etl'ected  by  j)erforatioii.  It  was  necessary 
to  remove  (by  intrt)duciiitT  tlie  ii  md)  the  retained  placenta.  On  tlie  liftii  day 
the  patient  presented  symptoms  ol"  puerperal  lever,  and  died  in  four  days. 
A  ijust-mortcm  examination  was  not  allowed.     The  author  remarks — 

''  Every  practical  accoucheur  is  aware,  that  the  dischartres  from  the 
uterus,  arising  from  decompositi  'U  of  the  membranes,  are  often  of  a  very 
acrid  nature.  The  yellow  oily  discharire  which  Hows  sometimes  abun- 
dantlv  iVimi  this  orijan  after  a  Ion  r-continued  labor,  or  vvliere  the  child  is 
putrid,  is  known  to  cause,  if  cauti  )n  be  not  exercised,  a  great  deal  of  irri- 
tation of  the  skin ;  furunculi  and  ifupetiginous  eruptions  have  been  the 
result.  But  before  the  present  inst nice  the  writer  has  never  met  with  a 
case  in  which  the  discharge  on  the  surface  of  the  uteru^s  acted  as  a  morbid 
poison.  Ill  this  case,  it  being  necess  iry  to  withdraw  the  placenta,  each 
arm  was  successively  passed  into  the  uterus,  and  both  were  grasped  tightly 
by  its  cervix.  Pustules  appeared  on  the  arms  two  days  after  this,  which 
at  first  seemed  to  be  similar  to  those  produced  by  the  acrid  discharges  of 
the  uterus.  One  of  them,  however,  soon  presented  new  characters.  A 
deeply  livid  base  surrounded  the  pustule,  and  that  part  of  the  arm  near  it 
was  becoming  hard  and  swollen.  The  promptitude  with  which  a  judi- 
cious treatment  was  carried  into  effect,  prevented  much  constitutional  dis- 
turbance taking  place.  This  pustule  had  all  the  appearance  of  the  **  pus- 
tule maligne,"  or  **  charbon,"  which  is  well  known  to  occur  in  tiie  south 
of  France.  It  prevails  cpidemicolly  among  horned  cattle,  and  is  derived 
from  their  blood  by  the  butchers,  with  whom  the  pustule  is  often  observed. 

The  argument  from  analogy  in  the  present  case  seems  to  be,  that  a  mor- 
bid poison  was  generated  in  the  blood  of  the  patient  (epidemically?)  con- 
tact with  which  was  sufficient  to  communicate  the  taint,  and  to  convert  an 
ordinary  furunculus  into  a  malignant  pustule  ;  and  that,  by  parity  of  reason- 
ing, the  same  altered  condition  of  the  blood  ciused  all  the  phenomena  of 
puerperal  fever  in  the  patient.  This  view  receives  a  stronger  support 
from  the  fact,  that  the  patient  was  free  from  the  ordinary  symptoms  of 
uterine  inflammation,  which  were  anxiously  looked  for  as  the  danger  ex- 
pected to  arise." — University  College  Hospital  Report. 

Death  from  Impaction  of  a  Portion  of  Barley  ^^  Haw"  under  the 
Tongue. — Dr.  Ranking  records  the  case  of  a  young  man,  who,  after  put- 
ting a  grain  of  barley  into  his  mouth,  felt  something  prick  him  beneath 
the  tongue.  He  removed,  as  he  supposed,  the  offending  substance.  Some 
days  after,  he  became  the  subject  of  severe  inflainmntion  at  the  root  of  the 
tongue,  and  died. 

"  Upon  cutting  into  the  neck,  the  cellular  tissue  was  found  to  be  dark, 
and  filled  with  air.  Dissecting  inwards,  through  the  genio-hyoid  muscles, 
we  came  to  a  gangrenous  abscess,  the  size  of  a  turkey's  egg.  The  genio- 
hyoglossus  and  lingualis  muscles,  and  the  substance  of  the  tongue,  as  far 
back  as  the  epiglottis,  were  converted  into  a  complete  '  putrilage.'  In  the 
centre  of  this  mass  of  gangrene  was  found  a  portion  of  barley  *  haw,'  or 
beard,  an  inch  in  length." 

Why  the  abscess  was  not  discovered  during  life  ?  or  being  discovered 
and  opened,  whether  the  patient  might  not  h  ive  recovered  ?  are  questions 
which  it  is  now  too  late  to  ^\sq>\x&s,— -Provincial  Journal^ 
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ERYSIPELATOUS    FEVER,    OR    EPIDEMIC    ERYSIPELATOUS     INFEAM 

MATION. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir, — The  following  remarks  were  read,  by  me,  before  the  Vermont  State 
Mediral  Society,  at  their  annual  meetinnj,  holden  at  Montpelier,  in  Oct. 
last  ;  and,  at  the  conclusion  of  the  reading,  the  Society  passed  a  vote,  re- 
questing me  to  transmit  a  copy  of  them  to  the  editor  of  the  Boston  Medi- 
cal and  Surgical  Journal.  If  you  think  their  publication  would  serve  the 
interest  of  your  readers,  they  are  at  your  service.  Yours  respectfully, 
Berlin,  Ft.,  Jan.  2S,  1845.  O.  Smith. 

This  disease  usually  commences  with  the  same  symptoms  as  other  feb- 
rile diseases.  The  premonitory  stage  is  usually  of  considerable  duration, 
but  the  symptoms  so  nearly  resemble  those  of  ordinary  derangements  of  the 
liver,  and  mucous  membrane,  that  it  is  most  frequently  passed  over  with- 
out much  notice  from  the  patient  or  physician.  At  the  commencement 
of  febrile  paroxysms,  the  cold  stage,  in  healthy  vigorous  constitutions,  is 
generally  fully  developed,  and  the  depression  of  the  animal  powers  is 
great  ;  the  pain  is  severe  through  the  whole  nervous  system  ;  but  if  the 
attack  is  less  severe,  the  pain  may  be  felt  only  in  the  head  and  back. 

Usually  with  the  commencement  of  re-action,  pain  and  soreness  are  felt 
about  the  fauces,  accompanied  by  redness  and  tumefaction,  particularly 
on  the  posterior  wall.  If  this  local  action  is  allowed  to  proceed  uncheck- 
ed, or  without  being  sufficiently  subdued,  it  usually  continues  from  five 
to  seven  days,  the  fever  in  the  mean  time  being  of  the  continued  form, 
and  not  showing  those  morning  remissions  which  we  expect  to  see  in  tmc- 
bilious  fever,  which  name  has  been  given  to  this  epidemic  by  some  })h}'- 
sicians.  But  this  want  of  morning  remissions,  the  imtable  state  of  the 
nervous  system,  the  sharp,  rapid,  and  irritable  pulse,  the  thin  white  coating 
upon  the  tongue,  and  usually  the  redness,  tumefaction,  and  soreness  of 
the  fauces,  form,  to  my  mind,  sufficient  diagnostics  to  distinguish  this  from 
bilious  fever — especially  as  the  therapeutic  indications  and  temninations  of 
tlie  epidemic  are  so  essentially  different.  The  predisposing  cause  of  this 
disease  perhaps  has  not  been  so  well  defined  as  it  should  be  ;  and  as  abler 
minds  have  nearly  neglected  this  investigation,  it  might  be  deemed  arro- 
gance, in  me,  to  say  anything  more  than  that  this,  like  other  epidemics, 
appears  to  have  an  atmospheric  origin,  Medical  writers  have  told  us  that 
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erysipelas  is  most  ii})!  to  occur  in  fall  and  spring ;  but  the  epidemic  of 
which  1  am  speaking  has  not  observed  this  distinction  of  times  and  season. 
Though  sporadic  erysipelas  is  most  frec^uently  found  in  fall  and  s[)ring, 
according  to  Sir  Astley  Cooper  and  many  other  \vi iters,  Dr.  Warren 
thinks  it  most  frequent  in  summer,  and  as  to  its  location,  that  "  th(i  genu- 
ine soil  of  erysipelatous  inflammations  is  a  crowded,  ill-ventilated  hospital, 
where  it  flourishes  most  luxuriantly  and  in  its  worst  forms."  Aberncthy 
considered  this  alfection  always  the  result  of  a  disordered  state  of  tlu^ 
digestive  organs.  In  this  opinion,  he  is  so  far  supported  by  other  writers, 
that  they  consider  it  a  frequent  cause,  and  generally  atti'ndant  upon  ery- 
sipelatous infiammation.  Desault  attributed  the  erysi})elatous  inflamma- 
tions consequent  upon  wounds  of  the  head,  to  an  affection  of  the  liver, 
excited  by  those  wounds.  Habits  of  intemperance  are  also  a  fruitful  cause 
of  this  disease  ;  probably  by  producing  derangement  of  the  digestive  organs. 

These  remarks  upon  sporadic  and  incidental  erysipelas  are  throw  n  out 
as  a  basis  for  analogical  reasoning  in  searching  for  the  predisposing  cause 
of  erysipelatous  fever.  And  if  there  is  any  one  cause  which  has  more 
agency  than  another  in  predisposing  to  this  epidemic  w  Inch  has  so  se- 
verely visited  us,  it  is  probably  a  peculiar  state  of  the  system  produced 
by  derangements  of  the  organs  concerned  in  digestion  ;  and  among  those 
organs,  probably  no  one  is  more  frequently  in  fault  than  the  liver.  We 
have  noticed,  for  three  or  four  years  past,  a  greater  proportion  of  biliary 
diseases  than  formerly  we  had  been  accustomed  to  see  in  this  section  of 
the  country. 

But  if  livtn-  or  biliary  derangements  alone  w^re  capable  of  producing 
it.  we  might  expect  to  fmd  this  disease  more  common  in  warm  climates, 
where  biliary  diseases  are  more  prevalent  ;  yet  facts  do  not  warrant  this 
conclusion.  Hence,  I  believe  that  something  more  than  mere  biliary 
derangements  are  necessary  to  i)roduce  this  disease,  and  that  it  is  some- 
thing more  than  biliary  fever.  It  has  been  strongly  maintained  by  some 
w  ritei^,  that  this  disease  is  contagious,  and  some  of  their  reported  cases 
seem  to  do  something  tow  ards  supporting  this  conclusion.  But  a  critical 
(examination  of  these  cases  convinces  me  more  of  the  infectious  nature  of 
the  disease,  than  of  its  being  contagious.  And  whether  the  secretions  in 
the  early  stages  of  this  disease,  and  bt^fore  the  disease  localizes,  can 
produce  it  by  infection,  may  admit  of  a  question.  But  from  limited 
observation,  I  am  Inclined  to  think  that  such  is  the  fact ;  and  1  have  no 
doubt  that  the  acrid  matter,  discharged  from  eiysipelatous  surfaces,  is  ca- 
pable of  ]M-oducIng  the  same,  especially" when  applied  to  abraded  surfaces, 
or  wounds  of  another  person.  This  conclusion  I  believe  Is  not  doubted. 
And  what  conclusions  might  be  drawn,  from  a  list  of  w  ell-dlgested  cases, 
w  hen  applied  to  mucous  surfaces,  I  am  unable  to  say.  But  a  rule  has 
been  adopted  In  some  places,  that  physicians  w  ho  are  in  attendance  upon 
erysipelatous  patients,  should  not  practise  in  obstetrics.  In  support  of 
this  rule,  one  flict  should  be  stated — that  in  some  sections  where  this  epi- 
demic has  raged,  almost  every  case  of  parturition  has  tennlnated  in  ery- 
sipelas and  death,  and  that  females,  who  have  removed  from  the  places 
where  the  epidemic  raged,  to  healthy  sections,  and  have  been   attended 
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l)V  arcouclunirs  who  \\(T('  not  in  nllciHhiiicc  upon  (^))!(l('rnic  f)ati(^nts, 
have  recovered  fav(MMl)ly  and  without  showint^  any  syinplonis  of  the  opl- 
demlc.  Wlieth(M'  (his  stalenuMit  sl)o\vs  that  areouoheurs  cornrnunicuto 
the  disease,  or  that  t!ie  parlui-ieiit  removed  heyoiid  the  iiiflneiice  of  the 
epi(l(Muir,  I  shall  leave  others  to  judi^e.  Practieally  it  is  not  necessary 
(o  de{M(le  w  liich  of  the  causes  has  produced  the  evil,  ])rovided  in  such 
cases  j)arturients  renio\e  heyond  the  circle;  of  epidemic  influence  and 
attendants. 

Of  tlu^  proximate  cause  of  this  disease,  mueh  theory  anrl  wild  specula- 
tion have  been  indulged  by  physicians.  Some  hav(>  eonsidered  it  as  sthenic 
in  its  character  ;  some  as  asthenic ;  some  as  a  specific  disease,  generated 
by  specific  poison  ;  and  some  as  a  disease  that  contravened  all  medical 
laws,  and  from  th(^ir  treatment  we  might  think  they  meant  to  contm- 
vene  all  therapeutic  laws  in  its  management.  These  varied  notions  of  its 
jiatholoixv  have  led  to  some  of  the  most  various,  discrepant,  wild,  and  I 
mii^ht  add  disastrous  treatment,  that  could  well  be  imagined.  I  am  of 
the  o]iinion  that  in  the  early  stages,  this  disease  is  highly  inflammatory, 
and  that  it  may  ra])idly  pass  from  a  sthenic  to  an  asthenic  stage — espe- 
cially in  constitutions  which  have  been  broken  down  by  intemperance, 
long-continued  organic  disease,  old  age,  or  other  causes.  Under  these 
circumstances  erysipelatous  inflammation  occurs  most  readily,  and  in  its 
worst  foi-ms  ;  instead  of  its  taking  the  phlegmonous  form,  it  here  as- 
sumes the  gangrenous  ;  and  almost  with  the  first  appearance  of  localized 
erysipelas,  you  will  find  gangrene  of  the  diseased  part.  Dark  grumous 
blood  becomes  lodged  beneath  the  skin,  detaching  it  from  the  connect- 
ed tissue,  and  forming  large  blisters  which  speedily  burst — or  is  deposited 
in  the  cellular  tissue,  forming  ecchymosis.  In  either  case  the  skin  loses 
its  vitality  ;  the  blood  appears  broken  down  and  flows  from  the  abraded 
surface,  a  dark  pitchy  mass,  mixed  with  serum  ;  the  vessels  having  lost 
their  vitality,  fail  to  contract.  The  patient  then  surely  is  in  an  asthenic 
stage,  and  perhaps  pulseless,  with  mind  lucid  and  intelligent,  when  the 
head  is  not  the  seat  of  the  disease.  Death  in  a  few  hours  now  closes 
the  scene. 

This  kind  of  erysipelas  almost  universally  attacks  the  extremities  ;  and 
although  it  not  unirequendy  attacks  the  aged,  it  is  easily  distinguished 
from  the  dry  gangrene  of  old  people,  which  is  a  sporadic  disease  and  the 
result  of  a  loss  of  tone  In  the  vessels  of  the  extremiti(>s  by  age,  is  slow  in 
its  ]:)rogress  and  very  slowly  undermines  the  general  health,  and,  as  I  said 
before,  has  a  local  origin,  and  that  in  the  veins  of  the  diseased  limb.  But 
the  disease,  of  which  I  am  speaking,  has  a  general  cause,  of  an  epidemic 
inflammatory  character,  one  which  changes  the  heakhy  functions  of  every 
tissue  and  secretion  of  the  system.  It  is  true,  that  occurring  in  the  aged 
and  infinii,  those  accustomed  to  feel  the  pains  and  excitements  of  the 
system,  the  inflammatory  stage  may  be  so  slighdy  developed,  or  so 
thoughtlessly  borne,  that  the  disease  may  pass  the  stages  of  premonition 
and  excitement,  without  awaking  suspicion  of  its  real  nature,  until  the 
asthenic  stage  shows  itself,  and  the  patient  is  beyond  the  use  of  those 
antiphlogistic  means  which  alone  are  to  be   relied  upon  as  the  basis  of 
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<*ure  ill  this  disease.  The  Habihty  of  gangrenous  terminations  is  renioved 
ill  proportion  to  the  previously  heahhy  state  of  the  individual,  and  die  in- 
tegrity of  Ills  constitution.  In  proportion  as  these  are  good,  the  character 
of  the  disease  will  approach  to  healthy,  acUve  inHainniation,  with  dis- 
position to  tenninate  in  resolution  or  abscess,  forming  what  medical  writers 
term  j)hlei;;monous  erysipelas.  These  two  varieties  appear  to  be  identical, 
only  moditied  by  the  constitution  of  the  patient,  his  habits,  &ic.  They 
both  appt^ar  in  the  same  epidemic,  and  even  at  the  same  tin»e,  in  the 
same  lauii!y,  botli  being  the  ri'sult  of  the  hhuw  exciting  and  predisposing 
cause. 

If  the  foregoing  premises  are  correct,  and  1  believe  they  are  essentially 
so,  I  can  say  nothing  better  of  the  true  nature  of  this  disease,  dian  that  it 
appears  to  he  a  general  disease,  inclined  to  take  a  local  form.  Some  have 
maintained  that  erysipelas  is  a  full  confirmation  of  the  doctrines  of  hu- 
moral pathologists,  that  the  fluids  are  first  diseased.  This  question  would  be 
too  elaborate  and  intricate  for  me  to  discuss,  at  the  present  time  ;  though 
even  a  careless  observer  could  not  fail  to  discover  that  the  fluids,  in  this 
disease,  become  early,  and  prominently  affected.  And  it  is  more  probable 
to  me,  diat  the  transitions,  which  we  sometimes  see  in  the  later  stages  of 
this  disease,  are  to  be  accounted  for  by  the  diseased  fluids  being  carried 
to  the  various  parts,  and  there  forming  new  centres  of  diseased  action, 
than  bv  the  more  commonly  approved  notion,  as  it  is  undei-stood  by  the 
term  metastasis. 

The  mucous  membrane,  the  skin,  the  cellular  tissue,  the  parenchyma- 
tous oru^ans,  the  brain,  the  spinal  cord,  the  veins  and  the  fluids,  are  the 
parts  that  may  be  affected  by  this  disease.  One  may  see,  at  first  view% 
that  a  disease,  which  may  be  so  various  in  its  seat  of  action,  must  be  va- 
rious in  its  phenomena  ;  and,  as  I  have  before  intimated,  the  different 
locations  of  this  disease  in  healthy  constitutions  somewhat  resemble  com- 
mon inflammations  of  the  affected  organs.  Still,  it  cannot  be  too  fiimly 
impressed  u|)on  the  mind,  that  this  is  a  general  disease,  complicated  w^ith 
local  lesions  ;  and  in  its  treatment  the  general  diathesis  must  be  regarded, 
as  well  as  its  local  actions. 

1  have  spoken  of  the  gangrenous  and  phlegmonous  erysipelas,  but  only 
as  a  sequel,  or  consequence,  of  erysipelatous  fever.  Let  us  inquire,  then, 
how  we  may  have  this  external  erysipelatous  inflammation.  And  in  the 
fii-st  place,  we  may  have  it  by  simple  extension,  from  the  fauces,  and  this 
is  the  most  common  course.  The  erysipelatous  Inflammation  of  the 
fauces  is  one  of  the  early  symptoms,  and  so  far  as  my  observation  has 
extended,  it  occurs  in  a  greater  or  less  degree  at  the  same  time  or  very 
t^oon  after  the  re-action  is  established — though  Dr.  John  Stevenson,  of 
Edinburgh,  in  1826,  in  describing  an  epidemic,  like  the  one  which  has 
visited  us,  says,  that  the  local  inflammation  of  the  fauces  appeared  from 
the  second  to  the  sixth  day.  When  this  extension  takes  place  from  the 
fauces,  it  follows  die  mucous  membrane  through  the  nose,  the  mouth,  or 
the  Eustachian  tube,  to  the  suriace,  and  there  shows,  externally,  that 
character  which  has  given  name  to  this  disease.  This  throat  affection 
may  extend  to  the  tongue,  causing  it  to  protrude  from  the  mouth,  and 
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somctlmos  fonninLC  abscess.     Wlicn  tlu*  infliimination  nffects   ihc  ifloUis 
niul  (^pi^lotlis.  It  docs  so  by  ('x((Mision,  and  produces  a  rcspii'ution   nearly 
icscMiiblinii;  the   in('ij)i«Mit  stai^cs  of  croup  ;  sufriK-alion   scjinctlincs   follows 
ihis  location.      In  some  ciisi^s  the  oesophagus   bcconi<;s  afRjctcd,  pi«(lu:'- 
iiii;  dillicuhy    of   s\v  allow  in  <!;    both  solids    and    fluids.     The  sanu^    r/iay 
occur  hy  the  inflaminallon   cxtendinj;  to  iIkj  lateral  walls  and  tonsils,     ll 
is  to  be  dislinL,fuished  from  cynauche  tonsillaris  by  the  want  of  swelling, 
by  the  redness  beinji;  more  dilliised,  and  by  the  infiammation  heiniz;  mostly 
upon   th(^   posterior  wall   instead  of  the  lat(M'al  walls  of  the  pharynx.      It 
is  to  be  distinii;uished  iVom  croup,  by  the  inflammation  beinj^  in  the  ph:\- 
rynx   instead  of  larynx,  and   by  pain   and  difficulty  of  de<rlutition  ;  attd 
Irom  botli  of  these,  by  a  greater  degree  of  pyrexia  than  is  usually  found 
in  these  diseases.      It  is  distint^uished  from  scarlatina,  by  tlie  absence  of 
cutaneous  eruption.     TJiough  sometimes  a  diffuse  redn(5ss  is  seen  beneath 
the  cuticle,  it  does  not  present  to  the  touch  the  roughened  feel  of  scarlet 
fever,   and  attacks  persons  who  have  ])reviously  had  that  disease.     In 
the  course  of  this   disease  we  may  find  inflammations  of  the  stomach, 
bow  (4s  and  bronchia,  accompanied   by   the  usual   symptoms  of  idiopathic 
inrtamiuation  of  these   organs.      If  the  liver  participates  largely  with  the 
stomach  and   bowels,  the  pulse  will  not  show  a  frequency  proportioned 
to  the  intensity  of  the  inflammation   and  danger  of   the  case.     When 
the  lungs  are  affected,  there  is  soon   less  ability  to  bear  the  recumbent 
j)osture,  than  we  find  in   idiopathic   inflammation  of  the  lungs.     But  it  is 
generally  in  the  later  stages  of  the  disease  that  you  will  find  these  mu- 
cous locations,   and  they  are   very  speedily  followed   by  congestions  of 
contiguous  tissues.     When  the  brain  and  spinal  cord  become  affected  by 
this  disease,  it  is  generally  in  the  part  where  these  organs  are  connected. 
This  is  a  common  location,  and  we  here  see  many  of  the  slighter  forms 
of  erysipelatous  fever.     This  appears   to   be  one  of  the  original  seats  of 
the  disease,  differing  in  this  respect  from  the    mucous  locations    above 
spoken  of.     It  is,  probably,  to  its  location  on  these  organs,  that  we  are  to 
look  for  the  cause  of  those  nervous  pains  which  pervade  the  system  at  its 
commencement. 

And,  finally,  this  epidemic  has  all  gradations,  from  the  most  formidable, 
to  barely  a  disease  in  name — some  cases  requiring  the  most  rigid  treat- 
ment, while  in  others  medication  is  scarcely  indicated. 

When  I  have  been  called  to  treat  this  disease,  in  the  cold  stage,  my 
fn-st  efforts  have  been  to  produce  re-action,  by  the  application  of  external 
warmth,  difllisil)le  stimulants,  w^arm  drinks,  &ic.  Under  this  course,  re- 
action soon  takes  place,  followed  by  copious  perspiration,  which  should 
not  be  allowed  to  cease  entirely  until  the  patient  is  convalescent.  1  re- 
gard the  production  of  this  state  of  the  skin,  as  one  of  the  most  neces- 
sary parts  of  the  treatment  of  this  disease.  There  is  no  safety  in  any 
course  of  treatment  without  it.  W^hen  re-action  is  established,  1  lose  no 
time  in  clearing  the  alimentary  canal,  and  restoring  the  secretions  of  the 
liver  and  other  abdominal  viscera.  For  these  purposes,  I  have  found 
some  of  die  preparations  of  mercury,  and  tartarized  antimonv,  to  answer 
my  expectations,  v\  hen  given  so  as   to   produce  full,  free  catharsis,  and 
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sometimes,  perhaps,  emesis,  thoui»h  1  have  not  usually  aimed  at  this  last 
result.  This  coui"se  has  the  effect,  also,  to  restore  secretions  t^enemliy,  and 
produce,  or  continue,  the  sudorilic  anion,  followed  hy  a  diminution  of 
tile  frequency  and  hardness  of  the  pulse,  and  sidxsidencti  or  diminution 
of  the  pains.  Tlie  mercurial  and  euuitic  tartar  practice  has  been  suffi- 
ciently active,  in  a  majority  of  cases  seen  by  me,  when  followed  by 
emetic  tartar  in  solution,  in  doses  as  lart^e  as  th(»  stomach  will  bear  with- 
out difTiculty,  and  repeated  accordinijj  to  the  uri^ency  of  the  case,  in  from 
two  to  six  hours,  assisted  by  warm  drinks  and  external  warmth,  to  keep 
up  the  cutaneous  excretion,  and  occasional  alteratives  have  been  added, 
as  the  symptoms  hidicated.  Still,  we  fre(juently  find  cases  when  the  dis- 
ease will  not  yield,  even  to  this  active  treatment,  without  the  use  of  the 
lancet.  And  my  rule  has  been,  after  restoring  the  function  of  the  skin 
and  clearin'^r  the  alimentary  canal,  if  the  pulse  remains  hard,  and  the 
jiains  in  the  head  and  back  do  not  subside,  to  use  the  lancet.  The 
amount  of  blood  that  may  be  required  to  be  drawn  is  sometimes  large, 
and  the  bleeding  may  need  be  repeated,  but  seldom  beyond  this,  if  the 
first  and  second  bleeding  have  been  sufficiently  large. 

When  there  is  much  soreness  about  the  throat,  warm  fomentations  in 
the  early  stages  are  the  best  local  applications  externally,  and  internally 
the  a])plication  of  a  strong  solution  of  nitrate  of  silver  has  good  effect 
in  diminishing  the  soreness,  and  relieving  the  pain  of  the  inliamed  mucous 
membrane  and  subjacent  tissue.  The  relief  that  follows  is  instantane- 
ous and. lasts  for  an  hour  or  two,  when  the  application  needs  to  be  repeat- 
ed. It  assists,  materially,  in  reducing  the  inflammation,  and  preventing 
the  formation  of  abscess,  which  is  liable  to  occur  low  in  the  fauces,  and 
also  has  an  effect  to  prevent  extensions  of  the  inflammation — whether  by 
giving  tone  to  the  vessels  of  the  parts,  or  destroying  the  morbid  irritability, 
or  both,  is  not  necessary  to  determine.  Creosote  has  been  used  in  this 
inflammation  of  the  throat,  for  the  same  piu-pose  as  the  nitrate  of  silver, 
but  has  not  been  so  efficacious  in  my  hands,  except  when  the  inflamma- 
tion had  produced  ulceration  of  the  mucous  membrane,  and  even  then  it 
is  doubtful  w  hethor  it  affords  that  relief  w  hich  is  obtained  from  the  nitrate 
of  silver.  Irritating  applications  have  been  used  about  the  throat,  exter- 
nally, by  some,  as  the  mustard,  African  pepper,  skins  of  salt  pork,  &;c., 
in  the  early  stages  ;  but  they  increase  the  irritability  of  the  patient,  and 
have  much  less  effect  than  milder  and  sudorific  applications. 

After  the  highest  inflammatory  stage  is  subdued  by  these  means,  if  there 
still  remains  much  soreness,  or  morbid  irritability  of  the  parts,  or  a  disposi- 
tion in  the  disease  to  extend  to  the  glottis  and  epiglottis,  or  to  the  oesopha- 
gus, we  have  no  remedy,  within  my  knowledge,  that  equals  blistering.  And 
if  the  inflammation  appears  to  be  extending,  it  may  be  used  at  the  same 
time  that  we  are  using  the  lancet.  If  the  extension  is  towards  the  organs 
of  respiration,  the  full,  free  use  of  emetic  tartar  is  demanded.  In  some 
of  these  cases,  it  is  borne  to  an  extent  equalled  only  by  croup,  espe- 
cially when  the  inflammation  extends  to  the  lining  membrane  of  the  tra- 
chea and  bronchia.  In  these  cases,  if  the  remedy  is  pushed  to  a  suffi- 
cient extent,  the  inflammation   yields  readily,  more  so  than  where  the  in- 
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flamination  is  confiinMl  to  llio  <r\oiUH  and  opi<i;lottis.  In  th(^  last-inr-n tinned 
case,  if  {hr  ahovc-nanu'd  courses  of  treatment  does  not  so  speedily  or  suf- 
lieiciitly  subdiu!  tlu'  disease,  as  to  free  the  patient  from  dan<!;er  of  ininiediaU; 
sullbeation,  tracheotomy  may  be  demanded,  as  a  palliative,  wliile  we  can 
sub(lu(>  the  inflammation. 

In  the  oastrie  and  (Mitcritie  locations  of  this  disease,  tb(^  same  renunlies 
are  indicated  as  in  idiopathic  inflammations  of  these  or<rans,  not  foroettin^^ 
Coopers  mle,  that  chronic  and  subacute  inflammations  are  cured  by  re- 
storini(  and  increasin;^^  secretions,  and  that'  the  disease  is  in  these  cases  a 
translated  one,  and  occurs  secondarily,  and  after  the  system  is  somewhat 
reduced  by  the  previous  morbid  actions,  treatment,  he.  Indeed,  they 
are  not  seeii,  except  in  cases  where  the  first  stages  of  the  disease  have 
been  neglected,  or  not  properly  subdued,  or  in  suljjects  debilitatf^d  l)y 
age  or  previous  disease  ;  and  lor  these  reasons,  it  must  readily  be  seen 
that  the  energy  of  the  treatment  must  be  determined  by  the  circumstances 
and  conditions  of  the  case  and  patient.  If  it  should  unfortunately  so 
happen  that  this  location  should  supervene  before  the  alimentary  canal 
has  been  properly  freed  from  its  irritating  contents,  no  time;  should  be  lost 
in  accomplishing  Uiis  object ;  and,  if  there  appears  to  be  sufficient  energy  in 
the  system,  merciuials  should  be  freely  employed,  or  perhaps,  what  is 
better,  the  cream  of  tartar  in  one  or  two  drachm  doses,  especially  when 
the  liver  and  the  large  intestines  are  the  locations.  Perhaps  we  have  no 
remedy,  when  there  is  an  irritable  state  of  the  system,  with  inflamma- 
tions of  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  bowels,  and  the  biliary  organs,  as 
a  consequence  or  cause,  that  equals  this  in  value  as  a  cathartic  and  altera- 
tive. Under  its  use,  copious  bilious  evacuations  are  brought  down, 
the  mucous  membrane  speedily  foses  its  irritability,  all  the  alimentary  se- 
cretions are  restored  and  corrected.  Wami  fomentations  over  the  abdo- 
men, so  as  to  keep  up  perspiration,  should  not  be  omitted ;  and  if  the 
disease  is  confined  to  the  contents  of  the  abdomen,  without  affecting  the 
parietes,  leeches  over  the  inflamed  organs  are  among  the  most  salutary 
remedies,  followed  by  blistering  when  the  inflammation  is  reduced  to  the 
blistering  point.  After  the  alimentary  canal  has  been  freed  from  its  irri- 
tating contents,  morphine  to  allay  the  pain  and  irritability  of  the  parts, 
and  properly  check  die  morbidly  increased  peristaltic  motions,  combined 
with  ipecac,  or  some  other  sudorific,  is  indispensable. 

When  the  fever  has  extended  itself,  and  the  system  become  poisoned, 
if  1  may  so  speak,  from  the  disease,  and  the  skin  assumes  that  peculiar 
well-known  state  tenned  erysipelatous  inflammation,  we  have  lost  the 
most  effectual  and  important  time  to  treat  this  disease  ;  but  then,  also,  we 
must  employ  a  sudorific  course  of  general  treatment,  aiming  at  the  above- 
named  suggestions  of  restoring  and  correcting  secretions.  If  the  pulse 
becomes  soft  and  feeble,  and  the  vital  powers  appear  to  sink,  tonics  should 
be  resorted  to  ;  and,  if  necessity  requires,  stimulants,  both  difRisible  and 
pennanent,  sliould  be  used.  The  same  general  rules  that  govern  us  in 
the  use  of  stimulants  in  odier  diseases,  should  be  adopted  in  this  ;  and 
Stokes's  rule,  "  that  there  is  a  time  in  all  inflammatory  diseases,  when 
stimulants  are  antiphlogistic,"  is  as  applicable  in  this  as  in  any  other  dis- 
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ease,  though  it  is  of  no  avail  in  those  cases  where  the  system  is  sinking  in 
conse([iU'nce  of  gangrene  supeivenin<4  iiptju  inflammation. 

\{\  local  applications  to  erysipelatous  iuHammations,  1  have  but  little 
confidence,  perhaps  less  than  practitioners  generally.  Alcohol  alone,  and 
alcohol  and  water,  have  been  used  by  some  in  this  disease  ;  but  in  most, 
if  not  all  cases,  that  I  have  seen,  1  ihiid^  with  decidrd  injury,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  evaporated  alcohol  being  inhaled  by  the  patient,  and  pro- 
ducing sthnulation  at  a  time  when  it  is  not  admissible,  and  by  checking 
the  pi'rspiration,  which,  added  to  the  stimulation,  increases  the  already 
too  rapiil  action  of  the  heart  and  arteries,  thereby  increasing  the  local  in- 
thunmation  and  the  irritabiliiy  of  ihe  system.  The  last  objection  of  check- 
ing pei-spiration  applies  to  all  cold  applications.  I^ocal  stimulants,  as 
solution  of  nitrate  of  silver,  corrosive  sublimate,  &:c.,  have  been  used  with 
benefit  in  the  difFerent  stages,  w  hen  proper  regard  has  been  paid  to  the 
condition  of  the  inHamed  })art.  When  erysipelatous  inflammation  termi- 
nates in  abscess  or  gangrene,  the  usual  local  treatment  is  indicated. 


EFFECTS   OF  MILLEFUSM    IN    PRODUCING    INSANITY 

By  '' Millerism"  is  understood  the  religious  doctrine  of  die  immeuiate 
destruction  of  the  w  orld — w  liich  lias  been  extensively  taught  in  this  coun- 
tiy  by  JMr.  IMiller  and  others,  for  two  or  three  years  past.  We  do  not 
intend  to  give  a  history  of  it,  or  to  show  that  it  is  but  the  revival  of  a 
delusion  which  has  often  prevailed  before,  to  the  great  injujy  of  the  com- 
munity. The  evil  results  from  its  recent  promulgation  are  known  to  all, 
for  we  have  scarcely  seen  a  newspaper  for  some  months  past  but  contains 
accounts  of  suicides  and  insanity  })roduced  by  it.  Before  us  is  a  paper 
from  the  interior  of  this  Stat(%  published  in  JXovember,  which  says,  '•  Our 
exchange  papers  are  filled  with  the  most  appalling  accounts  of  the  Miller 
delusion.  We  hear  of  suicides,  insanity,  and  every  species  of  folly." 
Another,  a  Boston  paper,  makes  a  similar  remark,  and  says,  ••  One  lad}- 
and  one  gentleman,  belonging  to  this  city,  w  ere  committed  to  the  In.^ane 
Hospital  last  week  from  the  influence  of  diis  horrible  delusion.  The 
man  cut  his  throat,  but  was  stopped  before  he  severed  the  large  bloodves- 
sels. Another  man  cut  his  throat  from  the  same  cause,  producing  instant 
death.''  Like  accounts  we  find  in  the  Connecticut,  Philadelphia,  Balti- 
more, and  other  papers.  To  this  we  might  add  that  we  have  seen  a  con- 
siderable number  of  individuals  w  ho  became  deranged  from  attending 
upon  the  preaching  of  this  doctrine,  most  of  whom  have  recovered, 
though  we  have  some  now  under  our  care  whom  we  consider  hicurable, 
and  have  admitted  two  deplorable  cases  within  a  few  days.  By  looking 
at  the  Reports  of  the  Lunatic  Hospitals  in  the  nordiern  States,  we  notice 
diat  into  three  of  them,  thirty-two  patients  were  received  during  the  last 
year,  who.^e  insanity  was  attributed  to  Milhrism. 

Allow  nig  something  for  exaggeration  and  mistakes  in  the  accounts  of 
the  evils  that  have  resulted  from  the  inculcation  of  this  doctrine,  it  must 
be  evident  to  all,  that  they  are  alanning.     But  in  our  opinion  the  country 


Effects  of  Millcnsm  in  producing  Insanity.  .'37 

lias  as  y(^(  S(Mmi  only  a  small  part  of  the  evils  this  dortrinc  has  jjioduccd. 
Thousands  \vho  hav<'  not  yet  hcconK^  d(»ran<!;cd,  have  had  tlicir  lu;ahh 
ini]>aiiv(i  to  such  a  dcu^rco  as  to  unfit  thtMU  for  the  duties  of  life  forever  ;  and 
r^jHTially  is  tliis  the  ease  w  ith  females.  The  nervous  system  of  maiiy  of 
ihose  who  have  heen  kept  in  a  stat(»  of  excitement  and  alaini  for 
months,  has  recei\('d  a  shock  that  will  p)'edispos(;  tlunn  to  all  tin;  various 
and  distressinij;  forms  of  ncn'vous  disc'ase  and  to  insanity,  and  will  also 
render  th(Mr  ollspring,  honi  hereafter,  liahle  to  the  same.  We  have  no 
hesilalion  in  sayiuLi;  that,  in  our  opinion,  the  prevahMice  of  the  yellow 
fever  or  of  the  choh'ra  has  never  proved  so  great  a  calanuty  to  this  coun- 
try as  will  the  doctrine  alluded  to. 

This  doctrine  for  the  present,  we  presume,  is  dead,  and  prohahly  will 
not  soon  he  revivc^d  : — but  let  us  inquire  if  there  is  no  improvement  to  be 
made  of  it,  and  if  there  can^  ot  be  some  measures  adopted  to  prevent  the 
sj)read  of  equally  injurious  though  dissimilar  delusions  hereafter. 

The  prevalence  of  one  such  delusion  pre])ares  the  way  for  others.  We 
must  therefore  expect  them,  and  those  vv'lio  wish  well  to  the  community 
ought  to  strive  to  prevent  their  being  extensively  injurious. 

Such  delusions,  many  have  hoped  and  believed,  belonged  only  to  the 
dark  ages  of  the  world,  or  spread  only  among  the  illiterate  and  ignorant. 
But  such  is  not  exactly  correct,  for  many  intelligent  and  well-disposed 
persons  embraced  Millerism.  In  fact,  we  believe  for  the  most  part,  the 
promulgators  and  believers  of  this  doctrine  were  sincere  and  pious  peo- 
ple. We  entirely  acquit  them  of  any  bad  intentions.  In  fact,  such 
moral  epidemics  appear  always  to  spread,  as  was  remarked  in  the  last  No. 
of  this  Journal,  "  without  aid  from  any  of  the  vices  that  degrade  our  so- 
cial nature,  and  independent  of  any  ideas  of  temporal  interest." 

But  what  can  be  done  to  prevent  the  occasional  recurrence  and  spread 
of  th(se  epidemic  or  contagious  monomanias  1 — for  sucli  they  in  fact  are. 
Reasoning  w^th  those  thus  affected  is  of  no  use.  In  fact,  w^e  w^ere  as- 
sured by  one  of  the  believers  in  the  late  delusions,  that  according  to  his 
observation,  it  but  tended  to  confirm  them.  They  are  monomaniacs,  and 
the  more  their  attention  is  directed  to  the  subject  of  their  delusions  by 
reasoning  \Y\\h  them,  the  more  is  their  diseased  faith  increased.  We  do 
not  believe  that  much,  if  any,  good  has  resulted  from  the  numerous  ser- 
mons and  tracts  diat  have  been  published  exhibiting  most  clearly  the  cal- 
culations and  predictions  of  Mr.  Miller  to  be  erroneous.  We  therefore 
recommend  the  following  course  ;  and  we  address  ourselves  particularly 
to  the  heads  of  families,  and  to  the  religious  portion  of  the  community. 

1st.  Do  not  go  to  hear  any  new,  absurd  or  exciting  doctrine  taught, 
and  k<'ep  away  all  those  over  whom  you  have  influence.  This  need  not 
and  siiould  not  hinder  you  from  obtaining  a  knowledge  of  all  new  tmths 
and  new  doctnnes  ;  for  such  are  in  this  country  immediately  published. 
Read  about  them  if  you  wish,  but  do  not  go  to  see  and  hear — to  siveU 
the  throng  of  gazers  and  listeners,  for  as  has  been  said,  such  things 
spread  chiefly  by  contagion  and  imitation.  You  would  keep  yourselves 
and  v.ould  keep  others  under  your  control  from  1  tearing  lectures  of  an 
iiTcligious  character,  and  directly -intended    to  inculcate  vice,  or  to  injure 
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the  health.  Take  the  same  coui-se  as  rei^ards  new,  absurd  and  exciting 
doctrines.  Head  al)out  them,  as  we  liave  said,  if  you  chcxjse,  hut  do 
not  run  after  them,  nor  make  them  the  suhject  ol"  convtjrsation.  Tliou- 
sands  of  printed  tracts  upon  Millerism,  scattered  through  the  country, 
woukl  have  done  no  harm,  if  there  had  l)een  no  yreuchimr  of  tlie  doc- 
trine— no  nightly  meetings  and  collecting  in  crowds  to  hear  and  see. 

In  connection  with  this  subject  we  bei(,  very  respec^tfuUy,  to  sut^gest  to 
all  religious  denominations,  the  propriety  of  lessening  the  number  and 
frequency  of  protracted  religious  meetings,  and  espt;cially  of  those  held  in 
the  evening  and  night.  We  are  confident,  that  although  some  good  re- 
sults from  them,  very  nmch  evil  does  also.  They  prepare  many  to 
entertain  the  delusions  referred  to,  by  creating  an  excitement  bordering  on 
disease,  and  unfitting  the  mind  to  contemi)late  important  subjects  calmly. 
They  also  seriously  impair  the  health  of  the  clergy,  and  unfit  them  for 
other  duties.  NVe  ourselves  may  be  more  sensitive' upon  this  subject  than 
others,  as  we  live  in  the  midst  of  many,  who,  a  few  yeai-s  since,  were 
amoni;  the  most  worthy  and  pious  of  the  land,  and  w  ho  are  now  and  pro- 
l)ably  will  be  while  they  live,  tenants  of  a  lunatic  asylum.  According  to 
our  observation,  the  greatest  number  of  such  cases  occurs  among  those 
who  have  long  been  pious,  but  who  having  become  excited,  agitated,  and 
worn  down  by  attendance,  week  after  week,  on  nightly  religious  meetings, 
until  their  health  became  impaired;  they  then  began  to  doubt  their  own 
salvation,  and  finally  despaired  of  it,  and  becoming  decidedly  deranged, 
were  conveyed  by  their  beloved  friends  to  our  care,  and  often  to  prevent 
self-destruction. 

These  few  hints  we  have  thrown  out  with  all  candor,  and  hope  they 
will  be  so  received.  While  we  would  carefully  avoid  saying  anything 
that  might  hinder  the  spread  of  the  truths  of  the  Bible,  or  the  conversion 
of  a  single  soul,  we  feel  it  to  be  our  duty  to  call  attention  to  methods  of 
attem})ting  to  extend  religious  doctrines, which  we  believe  are  not  unfre- 
quently  productive  of  disease,  madness  and  death. — American  Journal  oj 
Insanity. 


REMARKS    ON    FRACTURKS. 

From  an  Introductory  Lecture  by  Prof.  Houston,  Dublin. 

Fractures  of  bones  are  not,  at  the  present  day,  regarded  with  any  of 
that  alarm  and  apprehension,  nor  attended  with  the  after  inconveniences, 
which  formerly  succeeded  to  such  accidents.  The  principles  w  hich  regu- 
late the  growtlis  of  new  bone,  tlirow  n  out  for  the  purposes  of  reparation 
under  injury  or  disease,  are  now  so  well  understood,  that  we  comprehend, 
in  every  case,  as  if  carried  on  before  our  eyes,  the  several  phenomena,  in 
the  exact  order  in  which  they  actually  take  place,  from  die  beginning  to 
the  ending  of  the  process.  We  know,  too,  wdiat  circumstances  are  calcu- 
lated to  promote  or  retard,  to  render  perfect  or  to  spoil,  the  new  growth ; 
and  if,  from  unforeseen  or  accidental  causes,  reparation  does  not  go  on,  we 
have  discovered  the  means  by  which  to  direct  it  aright,  and  to  conduct  it 
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lo  a  pcM'ft'Ct  ronsumiiuition.  Tlit*  means  to  this  vnd  {  shall  explain  lu  you 
on  another  occasion.  As  to  the  ni(;chanical  deran^feinents  attendant  on 
iVactures,  and  their  remedies,  they  are  now  known  \sitli  almost  mathematical 
pr(H*ision.  'J'ell  me,  for  example,  the  ])art  of"  any  ^fiv(;n  hone  hnjken,  and 
the  cause  of  the  accident,  and  1  shall  he  ahlc  to  iidonn  you,  without  S(m;- 
inii;  the  patient,  of  the  precise  nature  ol  the  displacement  which  the  fra^- 
meiUs  have  und(Utj;one,  and,  of  course,  to  suif^est  tlu;  mechanical  aj)pli- 
ances  fittest  for  restoring  and  keepini;  them  to  the;  rijrht  place.  Certain 
fiactures,  such  as  Colles's  of  the  radius,  l^)tt's  fracture  near  the  ankle, 
iscc,  haviuii;  had  attiMition  directed  to  them,  by  being  made  the  subjects  of 
special  memoirs,  are  w  t'U  know  n,  in  this  H^ht,  by  the  profession  :  but  It 
is  a  fact,  and  a  most  important  one  to  be  borne  in  mind,  that  all  fractures, 
as  well  as  these,  are  respectively  equally  fixed  and  determinate  in  their 
mechanical  characters  and  consequences.  In  a  fractirte  of  the  middle 
of  the  thii];h,  for  exanu^)le,  there  is  rarely  an  exception  to  the  rule  that  the 
lower  fragment,  rotated  outwards  on  its  axis,  lies  on  a  plane  behind  the 
upper  fragment,  in  this  way  [showing  specimens],  giving  rise  to  two 
marked  kinds  of  deformity — namely,  shortening  of  the  limb  and  turning 
out  of  the  toes  ;  and  any  surgical  appliances  adopted  here  should,  of 
course,  have  especial  reference  to  the  removal  of  these  two  defects,  and 
to  the  prevention  of  their  return  during  the  period  of  the  healing  process, 
otherwise  the  patient  will  have  been  badly  cured,  and  will  feel  and  com- 
plain of  the  effects  of  the  accident  while  he  lives.  Thus,  if  he  happen 
to  be  fond  of  the  chase,  he  will  never  after  sit  his  saddle  in  comfort  or  in 
safety,  from  the  mechanical  change  \\'hich  has  been  allowed  to  come  over 
liis  thigh-bone,  at  the  seat  of  the  fracture,  converting  it,  from  a  bow-like 
arch  which  fits  it  as  if  intended  by  nature  for  horse-riding,  into  a  straight 
line,  or  even  changing  the  convexity  of  the  bow  from  the  outer  to  the 
inner  side,  in  a  manner  to  incapacitate  it  completely  for  such  a  purpose. 
Or,  if  he  be  a  pedestrian,  his  limping  gait  and  everted  toe  wdll  remind  him, 
every  morning  he  rises,  of  his  double  misfortune  ;  first,  in  having  met 
\\  ith  a  bad  accident,  and  secondly,  w  ith  a  bad  surgeon — one,  as  he  might 
say,  unac(juainted  with  the  modern  improvements  of  his  art. 

Our  knowledge,  at  present,  of  die  different  conditions  and  results  of 
fractures  of  the  neck  of  the  thigh  bone — an  accident  so  common  and  so 
afflicting  in  old  age — stands  in  striking  contrast  with  that  of  our  imme- 
<liate  predecessors.  It  was  held  by  them  that  such  fractures  never  be- 
came re-united  by  bone,  and,  as  a  consequence,  attempts  at  such  a 
mode  of  cure  were  discountenanced  as  not  only  unnecessary,  but  inju- 
rious. Such  was  the  theory  and  practice  of  even  the  great  Sir  Astley 
(hooper.  But  how  for  is  this  changed  ?  We  now  know  that  such  cases 
are  not  only  possible,  but  common.  I  saw,  this  day,  an  old  gentleman, 
who,  about  two  years  and  a  half  ago,  was  under  my  care  for  complete, 
but  impacted,  fracture  of  the  neck  of  the  thigh  bone.  There  is  now^ 
perfect  consolidation  of  the  fracture,  and  he  walks  steadily  and  well,  with- 
out die  aid  of  either  crutch  or  stick.  We  know,  too,  at  sight,  what 
cases  admit  of  union,  with  tolerable  certainty,  from  those  in  which  the 
chances  of  such  a  happy  result   are  few ;  and,  still  further,  what  is  of 
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rqual  c-onse(iutnice,  we  liave  Icunittd  the  iin[K)itant  fact,  wliicli  all  should 
know,  that  one  ol'  the  coiidhioiis  of  this  fracture,  on  which  depends 
mainly  the  chance  of  reparation — viz.,  a  certain  reinainini^  dci^ree  of  co- 
aptation, and  the  presence  of  certain  unhroken  shreds  of  the  softer  tissues 
— is  such  as  to  forhid  a  practice  justlfiahle,  or  even  necessary  for  diat^- 
nosis,  in  othi'r  fractures — namely,  that  of  seeking  Ibr  what  is  t(!rmed 
crepitus,  inasmuch  as  the  act  of  doing  so  may  displace  the  fragments  and 
tear  asunder  the  only  remaining  elements  of  future  union,  therehy  taking 
away  all  chance  of  reparation.  Want  of  due  attention  to  this  |)()int  may 
iiave  been  one  of  the  causes  of  such  infrecjuency  of  union  in  l()rmer  times. 
Here,  again,  justice  and  candor  compel  me  to  introduce  the  names  of 
certain  of  my  countrymen  ;  for  it  Is  a  fact,  that  to  Dublin  Is  mainly  due 
our  knowledge  of  these  important  facts  regarding  fractures  of  die  neck 
of  the  .thigh  bone,  as  die  writings  of  the  late  much-iionored  Professor 
Colics,  and  of  my  friends,  Dr.  Adams  and  Dr.  Smith,  bear  evidence. 
Besides,  our  museums  abound  in  re-united  fractures  of  this  kind  ;  some 
of  them  without,  others  within,  the  capsule  ;  sufficient,  truly,  to  justify 
the  promulgation  of  the  principles  and  practice  to  which  I  have  advert- 
ed, and  to  serve  at  once  as  the  evidence  and  the  basis  of  a  new  fact  in 
surgery. — London  Lancet. 


ON   THE   USE   OF  IODIDE  OF   POTASSIUM   IN   ASTHMA. 

By  W.  B.  Casey,  M.D.,  of  Middletown,  Conn. 

For  a  year  past  I  have  looked  through  the  various  journals  that  came 
imder  my  observation,  in  the  expectation  of  seeing  some  notice  of  the 
subj-rt  of  this  article  ;  but  have,  up  to  this  time,  met  with  but  a  mere 
incidental  mention  of  the  fact  that  hydrlodate  of  potash  has  been  employ- 
ed with  some  benefit  in  asthma.  I  therefore  send  you  the  result  of  my 
experience  with  it,  trusting  that  the  statement  which  1  make  will  excite 
the  attention  of  our  profession,  and  lead  to  a  trial  of  the  remedy  on  a 
more  extensive  scale.  Some  two  years  since,  Professor  Mutter,  of  Phila- 
delphia, mentioned  in  the  course  of  conversation  with  me,  that  he  had 
accidentally  discovered  the  fact  to  which  I  am  now  endeavoring  to  draw 
attention. 

T  immediately  after  this  commenced  its  use  with  a  numlier  of  patients 
sulfering  under  this  distressing  and  intractable  complaint,  and,  to  our  mu- 
tual delight,  they  were  all  more  or  less  speedily  relieved.  I  have  now 
made  use  of  the  medicine  in  some  twenty-five  or  thirty  cases  of  asthma, 
some  of  them  verv  severe  and  aggravated  ;  and  so  far,  in  no  one  instance 
where  a  fair  trial  has  been  made,  has  it  failed  to  afford  unequivocal  and 
decided  relief.  These  facts  I  have  stated  at  our  county  medical  meetings, 
and  have  urged  the  adoption  of  the  practice  upon  many  of  our  neighbor- 
ing phvslcians ;  and  so  far  as  1  can  ascertain  the  result,  all  who  have  tried 
the  remedy  will  endorse  my  statement  of  its  value.  I  am  happy  to  add 
the  testimony  of  Dr.  North,  an  eminent  physician  resident  at  Saratoga 
Springs,  who  informs  me  that  he  has  experienced,  in  his  own  person,  great 


Iodide  of  Poiasnium  in  Asthma.  41 

relief  IVoni  the  use  ol'  llie  ine(li('iiie,  and  lias  witnessed  thi;  saiiui  efleel  iii 
()tliei"S.  As  a  ij;eneial  rule,  tin;  patient  is  henefitcid  after  a  f(!W  days'  em- 
ployment of  tile  article,  but  some  (*as(\s  will  recjuire  more  lime,  per- 
haps weeks,  before  they  im|)rove  ;  in  one  of  mine,  a  very  severe  ease  of 
over  twenty  years'  duration,  J  pers(>vered  for  iKiarly  three  months  before 
th(MV  was  any  decided  amendment. 

1  leared,  at  the  outset,  that  the  medicine  would  prove  to  be  merely  a 
palliative  (and  excn  then  it  would  be  invaluable),  but  further  experiences 
warrants  my  belief  that  in  mild  eases  of  recent  date  a  cure  may  be  edect- 
ed  by  its  means. 

In  almost  ones  fourth  of  my  cases,  relapses  have  occurred  after  discon- 
tinuin;jj  the  renu^dy  ;  this  occurrence,  however,  was  in  most  of  \\\vm  ow- 
ini;  to  severe  attacks  of  catarrh,  or  to  errors  in  diet  and  consequent  de- 
rangement of  the  digestive  organs,  which,  by  the  way,  should  never  b(> 
overlooked  in  the  treatment  of  asthma;  I  may  mention  in  this  connection, 
that  most  of  my  patients,  while  using  this  medicine,  had  an  excellent  ap- 
petite and  gained  flesh  rapidly. 

A  long-continued  use  of  the  iodide  of  potassium  will  in  some  subjects 
occasion  an  eruption,  generally  of  a  pustular  form  (almost  always  ec- 
thyma) ;  and  I  have  been  twice  disposed  to  attribute  to  it  the  occur- 
rence of  a  sHght  conjunctivitis  ;  the  omission  of  the  medicine  for  a  few 
days,  together  with  a  few  doses  of  rhubarb  and  soda,  will  be  found  suf- 
ficient for  the  removal  of  these  inconveniences.  It  w^ould  scarcely  be 
worth  while  to  offer  at  the  present  time  any  explanation  of  the  modus 
operandi  of  this  medicine  in  asthma  ;  nor  is  it  necessary  here  to  describe 
the  symptoms,  pathology,  &ic.,  of  the  disease,  my  sole  object  being  to 
bring  into  notice  what  I  have  found  a  successful  remedy  for  a  distress- 
ing complaint.  Extended  experience  must  determine  its  value  and  ap- 
plicability. 

From  two  to  five  grains  of  the  iodide  of  potassium,  given  three  times 
a  day,  dissolved  in  water  or  some  syrup,  as  for  instance  that  of  sarsa- 
parilla  or  tolu,  will  generally  be  found  sufficient  for  ordinary  cases  of 
the  disease.  Its  continuance  must  be  regulated  by  the  circumstances 
of  each  case  ;  of  course  no  intelligent  practitioner  need  be  reminded  of 
the  attention  requisite  as  regards  diet,  clothing  and  exercise.  Dr.  INortli 
stated  that  he  had  taken  5  ss.  at  a  dose  at  bed-time,  without  inconve- 
nience, and  with  the  effect  of  preventing  the  paroxysm  usually  occurring 
at  night. 

Some  of  your  readers  may  perhaps  find  fault  widi  this  paper,  on  ac- 
count of  its  cmdeness  of  style,  and  want  of  method  and  arrangement  ; 
hut  the  practical  physician,  who  will  make  fair  trial  of  the  remedy,  will 
hardly  be  disposed  to  criticize  the  style  of  the  article,  or  consider  as  w  ast- 
ed  the  time  spent  in  its  perusal. 

Note. — It  may  not  be  uninteresting  or  irn^levant  to  mention  that  I  have 
given  the  hydriodate  of  potash  to  several  horses  troubled  w  ith  the  "  heaves 
or  hives  "  (1  am  doubtful  as  to  its  orthograjjliy),  and  in  all,  while  under 
the  influence  of  the  medicine,  the  disease  was  suspended. — iV.  York 
Jour,  of  Medicine. 
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Sir  Asttei/  Cooper  on  the  Testis  and  Thynms  (Uand. — One  ot"  tlie 
best  finislied  volumes  which  we  have  seen  since  the  bej^inning  of  the  new 
year,  is  from  Messrs.  Lea  &l  Blanchard,  of  Philadelphia,  being  a  royal  oc- 
tavo, embracing  Sir  Astley  Cooper's  two  usel'iil  works,  viz.,  Observations 
on  the  Structure  and  Diseases  of  the  Testis,  and  The  Anatomy  of  the 
Thymus  Gland.  Since  both  treatises  are  universally  known  to  the  pro- 
fession, it  is  quite  unnecessary  to  utter  a  syllable  ontlie  character  of  either. 
No  higher  authority  exists  in  surgery,  than  Sir  Astley  Cooper.  In  this 
double  volume,  are  an  immense  number  of  plates,  illustrative  both  of  the 
anatomy  of  the  organs  of  which  the  text  treats,  and  also  their  morbid 
appearances.  There  are  twenty-four  exclusively  devoted  to  picturing  the 
testis — well-executed,  and  believed  to  be  true  to  nature.  The  publishers 
assure  us  that  the  lithographs  were  reduced,  with  most  scrupulous  care  to 
exactness,  that  the  volume  may  correspond  in  size  with  llieir  edition  of 
the  author's  work  on  hernia.  They  express  a  hope  that  the  reception  of 
this,  by  the  medical  ])ublic,  will  justify  them  in  a  continuation  (^f  Sir 
Astley's  writings  in  the  same  admirable  style  of  printing.  We  trust  that 
they  may  be  encouraged,  feeling,  as  we  do,  that  a  publishing  house  which 
has  d(me  so  much  for  the  extension  of  sound  medical  science  in  this  coun- 
try, should  be  liberally  sustained  by  those  who  are  essentially  benefited 
by  its  enterprise. 

Researches  on  Scrofulous  Diseases. — Only  two  weeks  since,  the  trans- 
lation of  this  work  was  announced,  and  now  it  is  on  sale.  This  shows 
the  activity  of  the  press  in  a  country  where  nothing  is  allowed  to  remain 
at  rest.  These  researches  are  by  J.  G.  A.  Lugol,  of  the  hospital  of  St. 
Louis,  &c.,  Paris,  a  man  of  acute  observation,  who  has  seized  upon  every- 
thing that  could  render  the  origin  or  treatment  of  scrofula  more  certain. 
The  translator,  Dr.  Doane,  of  New  York,  that  miracle  of  bibliographical 
industry,  says  in  the  preface,  that  "the  ravages  of  scrofula  in  different 
forms,  the  obscurity  of  its  origin,  and  the  uncertainty  attending  its  treat- 
ment, will  be  acknowledged  by  every  physician."  lie  has  not  shackled 
the  author  with  a  burden  of  notes.  At  the  close  he  has  appended  the 
most  approved  formulae  for  different  preparations  of  iodine,  &/C.,  for  which 
practiti(mers  will  be  much  obliged. 

Part  I.  regards  the  inheritance  of  scrofulous  disease  and  the  health  of  pa- 
rents of  scrofulous  children.  This  is  subdivided  into  three  chapters.  Part 
II.  relates  to  pathological  causes.  Part  111.  treats  exclusively  of  external 
causes,  under  appropriate  heads.  There  are  some  startling  devehipments 
touching  the  vices  of  humanity  in  this  work,  and  there  are  also  practical 
suggestions  of  the  highest  importance.  Published  by  J.  S.  Redfield, 
New  York. 

Mrdical  Topoffrnphy  of  Brazil  and  Uruguay. — A  Naval  Surgeon,  G. 
R.  B.  Horner,  M.D.,  has  written  a  book  that  partakes  a  little  of  the  character 
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of  a  fravollor's  diarv,  niid  wIik-Ii  has  recently  Ix'cii  ))iil)lislu;(l  at  Pliiladclpliia, 
l>y  liindsav  (Jvr.  Hlaki^lnll.  It  dcsorvos  attc^ntioii,  in  the  first  place,  as  it 
comes  from  a  source*  from  whence  hooks  of  the  kind  rarely  emanate. 
This  is  savin<r  pretty  |)IainI\'  that  our  naval  snrn-eons,  for  some  nnknown 
reason,  have  Ixmmi  nen^liijent  of  the  claims  which  readin^r  peoj)le  liave  upon 
them;  or  they  are  under  s(Mne  oflicia!  restraint  that  effectiially  seals  their 
lips.  Beinir  admirably  (|ualified,  beyond  all  other  officers  in  Government 
vessels,  to  relate  the  wonders  they  have  seen,  and  the  experience  they 
must  necessarily  have  accpiired,  they  can  render  no  valid  excuse  for  not 
havinix  contributed  more  to  the  jrcneral  fund  of  knowledfre,  if  they  are 
under  no  other  restrictions  than  those  which  depend  upon  their  own  in- 
clinations. Dr.  Horner  is  an  exception,  and  we  tender  him  our  individual 
thanks  for  the  pleasure  he  has  afforded  us.  We  have  read  the  whole 
work,  and  feel  assured  that  others  would  find  equal  gratification  in  it. 
He  has  so  arranged  the  materials  as  not  to  be  fatiguing  on  a  single  page, 
which  evidences  some  ino;cuuity  as  well  as  judgment.  His  notes  on  the 
hospitals,  medical  schools,  police,  &/C,,  together  with  the  diseases,  of  Bra- 
zil and  Uruguay,  are  exceedingly  novel  and  graphic.  A  rabid  critic 
might  vex  himself  with  some  of  the  doctor's  sentences,  on  account  of 
their  ineleijancics,  or  their  hard  English;  but  it  would  be  ungenerous, 
for  it  should  be  kept  in  mind  that  a  ship  of  war  is  anything  but  a  quiet 
place  for  writing.  In  closing  these  observations,  we  respectfully  recom- 
mend this  topographical  labor  to  our  medical  friends,  from  a  conviction 
that  they  will  thank  us  for  the  suggestion.  Copies  are  to  be  had  at  Messrs. 
Ticknor  &-  Co.'s. 


Dr.  Buchanan  on  the  Circulation  of  the  Blood,  Neurology ,  S^'c. — 
Through  the  Louisville,  Ky.,  "  Democrat,"  information  is  shed  abroad 
that  Dr.  Buchanan,  of  neurological,  mesmeric  and  phrenological  memory, 
recently  lectured  in  Louisville  on  the  circulation  of  the  blood.  The 
paper  states  that  he  introduced  the  subject  by  a  course  of  arguments  oc- 
cupying nearly  an  hour — and  then  followed  the  regular  business  of  the 
evening,  which  used  up  sixty  minutes  more.  It  is  a  pity  that  the  doctor 
so  often  wears  out  his  audiences,  by  an  uncontrolled  prolixity.  A  little 
and  oftcn^  according  to  the  homely  proverb,  always  goes  dt)wn  better  with 
the  people.  Some  of  our  modern  philosophers,  who  would  talk  eternally, 
if  they  could,  never  accomplish  what  they  most  desire  :  they  become  so 
diffuse,  that,  like  homoeopathic  dilutions,  the  main  argument  can  neither 
be  seen,  felt  or  remembered.  When  Dr.  Buchanan  composedly  sits  down 
to  write  out  his  pretended  discoveries,  he  will  probably  become  less  enthu- 
siastic, and  ascertain,  by  the  aid  of  his  own  powers  of  comparison,  that 
he  has  given  his  disciples  more  sound  than  substance.  If  he  would  pre- 
sent the  world  with  a  tangible  digest  of  his  achievements  in  re-surveying 
and  mapping  the  human  brain,  it  would  soon  be  ascertained  whether  Dr. 
Buchanan  is  to  be  hailed  in  the  character  of  an  immortal  discoverer,  or  is 
to  become  the  hero  of  a  future  liudibras,  and  the  laughing  stock  of  those 
who  can  make  capital  out  of  small  materials. 

As  the  circulation  is  governed  by  nervous  matter,  says  the  paper,  Dr. 
Buchanan  considered  pathology  quite  empirical  until  the  nervous  forces 
which  govern  the  distribution  of  the  blocnl  were  discovered.  "  This  dis- 
covery of  the  nature  and  seat   of  the  nervous  powers  he  had  attained  by 
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tea  years  of  persevering  observation,  research  and  experiment."  After 
this  hohl  assertion,  there  lollovved  some  of  the  oUl  samples  ol"  nturolo^y^ 
which  have  been  served  up  on  all  occasions,  in  season  and  out  of  season, 
till  the  public  appetite  loathes  sucli  a  substitute  for  intellectual  f(H)d,  as  the 
weary  l^iruelites  loathed  the  siirht  of  quails.  Finally,  Dr.  Buchanan  em- 
bodied a  descriptive  and  argumentative  statement  of  the  vital  laws,  "  in 
four  general  and  sixteen  special  propositions," — a  truly  discouraging  num- 
ber, which  reminds  one  of  the  Scotch  parson,  who  announced  to  his  con- 
gregation th.it  he  had  divided  his  sermon  into  twenty-nine  parts — but  dis- 
covering that  his  parishioners  began  to  look  anxiously  towards  the  door, 
quieted  them  by  saying,  that  for  the  sake  of  brevity  twenty-eight  of  them 
woidd  be  omitted.  When  one  half  of  Dr.  B.'s  postulates,  which  now  fet- 
ter and  embarrass  this  staunch  and  persevering  discoverer  in  the  ideal  do- 
main of  neurology,  have  been  dismissed,  he  will  liave  the  thanks  of  those 
4vho  have  been  searching  under  his  direction  for  imaginary  gen»s. 


Plnpiolo^if  of  Digi'stioii — Dr.  Paint's  Introdiutury  Ijcrture. — Surely 
this  is  an  age  of  literary  miracles  !  Here  is  \.\\e  fourth  rditlon  of  an  in- 
troductory lecture  at  the  University  Medical  School  of  New  York.  It  is 
sometimes  difficult  to  get  one  of  these  introductories  througii  a  single 
•edition,  unless  it  possess  decided  merit.  Dr.  Paine,  of  the  chair  of  the 
Institutes  of  Medicine,  by  whom  this  was  delivered,  is  a  bold,  vigorous 
thinker,  who,  like  an  independent  man  as  he  is,  asks  no  favors  of  the  phy- 
i^iologists  of  the  day.  Whatever  his  conclusions  may  happen  to  be,  the 
fact  is  indisputable  that  they  are  the  results  of  profound  thought  and  hon- 
est conviction,  based  on  inductive  evidence.  He  is  one  of  the  Bacons  o'i 
our  country  in  medicine,  who  will  be  appreciated  in  after  ages  more  than 
in  this. 


Intrllcctual  Improvement  of  the  Profession — Dr.  Drake's  Tntrodurtory 
Jjecturr. — A  second  edition  of  this  introductory  by  Dr.  Drake,  of  the 
Louisville  ^Medical  Institute,  the  professor  of  Pathology  and  Practice,  also 
shows  a  new  state  of  things  in  medical  literature.  A  second  or  third 
edition  of  an  exciting  narrative  is  not  a  phenomenon,  but  a  demand 
for  the  multiplication  of  an  introductory  lecture,  originally  delivered  to 
medical  students,  indicates  the  value  of  the  discourse  and  a  proper  appre- 
ciation of  it.  Dr.  Drake  is  an  original  thinker  and  writer,  and  impresses 
every  one  favorably.      He  is  strictly  a  medical  philosopher. 


Registration  of  Dirths,  Marriages  and  Deaths  in  Massachusetts. — A 
third  annual  report  to  the  legislature,  embracing  the  returns  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Conmionwealth  in  1?<44,  has  been  published,  with  extensive  ta- 
bular statements.  It  will  require  pretty  severe  penalties  to  oblige  town 
clerks  to  collect  and  forward  on  the  items  required  by  this  statistical  law. 
No  one  doubts  the  importance  of  having  an  accurate  record  of  deaths, 
births  and  nuirriages,  l)ut  the  man  who  points  out  a  method  of  obtaining 
an  exact  registration  of  them  will  accomplish  more  than  any  of  his  prede- 
cessors have  done.  There  nuist  be  some  pecuniary  inducement  for  col- 
lecting tovvn  statistics,  in  the  first  place,  without  which,  no  progress,  to  be 
relied  upon,  will  ever  be  made,   we  fear,  in  a  state  registration.     Town 
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clerks  arc  required  to  do  tims  and  so,  or  pay  a  fine  of  ten  dollars.  It  is 
strict  economy  on  tiieir  i>art  to  hand  over  the  money  at  the  outset,  since 
one  hall"  the  inrorination  tlicy  are  directed  to  ^atiier,  would  cost  them 
twice  tliat  sum.  Just  allow  town  officers  a  fee  tor  entering  each  birth, 
<leath  and  marriai,M>,  and  then,  it  is  helieved,  the  General  Court  would  be 
provided  with  yearly  reports  ol"  some  value.  The  whole  secret  of  the  ac- 
curacy of  the  rei^istration  in  England,  is  to  be  ftuuid  in  the  snug  income 
the  oflicial  collector  of  these  statistics  gets  for  his  trouble.  The  laborer 
is  worthy  of  his  hire.  Till  encouragement  of  a  substantial  character  i.s 
given  by  our  Legislature,  no  expectations  should  be  indulged  of  having 
even  an  approximation  to  exactness  in  these  tables.  Some  town  officers 
are  so  conscientious  in  the  discharge  of  duty,  that  they  will  gather,  without 
pay,  items  of  public  interest ;  but  it  is  evidently  a  drudgery  to  them,  and 
an  imposition  to  ask  them  to  toil  for  the  public  without  compensation. 


Phi/.'ii()Io£rical  Phenomena — Dr.  Alcott  and  Robert  T\  Gourlay. — A 
correspondent,  in  a  letter  to  us  from  Wisconsin,  inquires  *'  how  long 
Dr.  Alcott  continued  his  experiments  of  abstaining  from  drink,  and  what 
the  effect  was  on  his  constitution,  as  spoken  of  in  your  Journal,  Volume 
XXVIII.,  p.  19?"  We  think  Dr.  \.  continued  the  experiment  as  related 
about  one  year,  but  we  know  not  the  result  upon  his  health,  as  he  now 
resides  at  Hartford,  Conn.  Perhaps  he  will  be  induced,  on  seeing  this, 
to  answer  the  question  more  fully  himself. 

"  Also — what  has  become  of  Robert  F.  Gourlay,  spoken  of  in  Volume 
XXVIII.,  p.  296,  302  and  481?  Is  he  yet  alive,  and  does  he  continue  to 
watch  without  ceasing?"  We  are  not  surprised  that  our  vigilant  corres- 
pondent is  desirous  to  ascertain  the  sequel  in  both  these  cases.  A  man 
who  never  slept  for  five  years  and  four  months,  would  naturally  enough 
wake  up  the  physiologists.  Mr.  Gourlay  is  still  residing  in  Boston,  in 
apparent  good  health — both  eyes  being  still  open.  We  shall  invite  him  to 
address  our  friend  in  Wisconsin,  personally. 


Punishment  of  Criminal  Attempts  at  Abortion. — The  following  impor- 
tant act  has  lately  been  passed  by  the  Legislature  of  Massachusetts,  and 
is  now  a  law  of  the  State. 

"  Whoever,  maliciously,  or  without  lawful  justification,  with  intent  to 
cause  and  procure  tlie  miscarriage  of  a  woman,  then  pregnant  with  child, 
shall  administer  to  her,  prescribe  for  her,  or  advise  or  direct  her  to  take 
or  swallow  any  poison,  drug,  or  medicine,  or  noxious  thing  ;  or  shall  cause  or 
procure  her  with  like  intent,  to  take  or  swallow  any  poison,  drug,  or  medi- 
cine, or  noxious  thing ;  and  whoever  maliciously,  and  without  lawful  ju.stifica- 
lion,  shall  use  any  instrument,  or  means  whatever,  with  the  like  intent,  and 
any  person  with  the  like  intent  knowingly  aiding  and  assisting  such  offender 
or  offenders,  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  felony,  if  the  woman  die  in  conse- 
quence thereof,  and  shall  be  imi)risoned  not  more  than  twenty  years,  nor  less 
than  five  years,  in  the  State  Prison  ;  and  if  the  woman  doth  not  die  in  conse- 
quence thereof,  such  offender  shall  be  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor,  and  shall 
be  punished  by  imprisonment  not  exceedino^  seven  years,  nor  less  than  one 
year,  in  the  State  Prison,  or  House  of  Correction,  or  Common  Jail,  and 
by  a  fine  not  exceeding  two  thousand  dollars." 
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MotVs  Operation  for  tin:  J^isertiun  of  the  Inf trior  Maxillary  Hone. — 
We  had  tiie  [>leasurL',  a  sliort  time  since,  of  vvitiiessincr  tliis  truly  forrnidH- 
ble  operation  by  Professor  Mott.  Tlie  case  was  that  of  a  periosteal  dis- 
ease, in  a  fine  iiitellii^eiit  yoiiiiL^  tiiaii,  in  this  city,  whose  heroic  deport- 
ment greatly  facilitated  tiie  operation.  As  a  preliminary  step  the  com- 
mon carotid  of  the  right  side  was  secured,  innnediateiy  after  which,  as 
the  patient  seemed  in  no  way  prostrated,  it  was  deemed  advisable  to  con- 
tinue, and  with  the  curvilinear  incision  the  operation  commenced,  and 
throuorhout  its  entire  steps  gave  the  utmost  satisfaction  to  all  who  were 
present.  The  e.\section  was  ma<le  from  the  second  incisor  tooth  to  the 
temporo-maxillary  articulation ;  the  parts  were  then  drawn  together  by  su- 
tures, and  the  j)alient  was  placed  in  bed,  where  he  soon  fell  into  a  profound 
sleep.  It  is  no>v  iiu^re  than  a  nK)nth  since  this  operation  was  performed, 
and  we  learn,  with  pleasure,  that  the  patient  is  doing  remarkably  well. 
We  are  also  informed  that  this  is  the  third  case  in  which  Dr.  Mott  has  suc- 
cessfully extirpated  the  jaw  at  the  articulation. — New  York  Journal  of 
Medicine. 


PhUadt'lphid  Mcdiral  Society. — At  the  annual  election  of  this  Society, 
held  at  their  hall  on  the  4th  ult.,  the  followin<;  members  were  chosen 
olficers  for  the  ensuing  year,  viz. : 

R.  M.  Huston,  M.D.,  President;  Benjamin  H.  Coates,  M.D.,  Henry 
Bond,  M.D.,  Vire  Presidents  ;  John  Wiltbank,  M.D.,  Treasurer ;  Joseph 
Warrington,  M.D.,  Isaac  Parrish,  M.D.,  Corresponding  Secretaries;  John 
J.  Reese,  M.D.,  Senior  Recording  Secretary ;  Henry  S.  Patterson,  M.D., 
Orator;  Nathan  D.  Benedict,  M.D.,  Librarian;  Aaron  D.  Chaloner, 
M.D.,  Edmund  Lang,  M.D.,  Curators. 

Med.  Ijvaniincr.]  Jon  Hainrs,  Junior  Recording  Scc'y. 


Medical  Miscellany. — Two  hundred  and  seventeen  physicians  and  sur- 
geons arrive  in  this  country  annually  from  Europe,  according  to  statisti- 
cal returns  fiom  the  Department  of  State. — Erysipelas  is  represented  to 
be  prevalent  at  Mount  Morris  and  Nunda,  N.  Y. — Dr  Beers,  of  New 
Haven,  Conn.,  recently  met  with  a  severe  accident  by  falling. — M.  Bous- 
singault  has  announced  to  the  French  Academy,  that  he  is  now  occupied 
in  repeating  some  of  Dr.  Draper's  experiments,  mentioned  in  the  new 
work  on  the  Organization  of  Plants. — A  married  lady,  in  Maine,  recently 
gave  birth  to  her  tirst  child  on  her  iJJth  birth  day. — At  Munich,  a  little 
girl,  six  years  old,  having  died,  apparently,  was  placed  in  an  open  coffin, 
the  custom  of  the  country,  over  night.  The  next  morning  the  sexton 
found  her  alive,  and  playing  with  the  roses  that  had  been  strewn  over  the 
coffin.  Some  provision  is  needed  even  in  this  country  to  prevent  hasty 
burials. — Dr.  J.  W.  Bemis,  of  Charlestown,  has  been  appointed  physician 
of  the  Massachusetts  State  Prison,  in  place  of  Dr.  Walker,  resigned. — 
Smallpox  has  appeared  at  Laguira,  and  vessels  are  subjected  to  quaran- 
tine.— A  surgical  clinic  has  been  conducted  with  great  success  through  the 
winter  at  Geneva  Medical  College. — A  new  Medical  Journal  is  about  to 
appear  at  Charleston,  S.  C,  to  be  edited  by  Drs.  Smith  and  Skinner. — 
Physicians  are  getting  into  political  life  in  Oregon.  Dr.  Babcock,  who 
holds  the  office  of  Supreme  Judge,  went   there   originally   in  the  capacity 


Medicdl  IfKclligcucc. 


47 


of  physician  to  tlu>  Mctliodist  Mission  ;  imd  Dr.  Marloycono,  of  the  f;ov- 
eniors,  h(>l(Mi<^(Ml  to  New  York,  where  liis  fiiinily  still  remains. — There 
were  "JHti  students  altendinir  the  late  conrse  ol'  lectures  at  the  Louisville 
]\l(Mlica!  Institute.  The  suniincr  school  term  connnences  there  on  the 
17th  of  March.  Tlu^  marine  hosj)ital  and  dispensiiry  offer  peculiar  ad- 
vantages to  Western  students. — The  Jiosfon  'Jlminsonian  Manual,  tiie 
herald  of  the  cayeime  and  lohelia  j)ractice,  which  was  originated  and  for 
many  years  ostensihiy  conducted  hy  the  inventor  of  the  system,  died  a 
natural  death  the  first  of  Fehruary,  havintr  comj)]elcd  its  tenth  volume. — 
Dr.  Anson  .lones,  the  President  of  Texas,  is  represented  to  he  a  native  of 
Berkshire  Co.,  Mass,  In  liis  hoyhood,  he  resi(led  in  the  town  of  L(mox. 
and  aft(^r\vards  moved  with  his  family  to  Philadelphia. — A  cent  was  i'ound 
imbedded  in  the  liver  of  an  ox,  at  Leaminirton,  Me.  There  was  no  ulcer- 
ation or  inllammation  indicative  of  disturbance  hy  its  presence. — There 
is  a  class  of  l'2()  students  of  medicine  at  Willouirhhv  University,  Ohio,  Dr. 
Trowbridge's  introductory  met  with  warm  approbation. 

NoTicF. — Subscribers  in  Washington  city  are  ajrain  reminded  that  there  is  no 
resident  agent  there,  authorized  to  receive  money  due  for  this  Journal. 

To  CoRRF.spoNDK.NTs. —  Or.  Chadbournc's  cases  of  uterine  polypus,  and  Dr. 
Mason's  description  of  a  new  microscope,  are  received. 

Married, — At  Norwalk,  Conn.,  Ralph  Thatcher,  M.D.,  of  Brockport,  to  Miss 
S.  :\.  Ohnstead. — At  Danbury,  Conn.,  Dr.  James  Polly  to  Miss  S.  A.  Smith. — In 
Charlestown,  Mas?.,  Dr.  Jacob  Hayes,  of  New  Market,  N.  M.,  to  Miss  S.  Adams. 
— At  Northfield,  Conn.,  Dr.  Samuel  B.  Woodward  to  Mrs.  \my  Churchill. — At 
Keosauqua,  Iowa.  Dr.  Henry  H.  Barker  to  Miss  D.  C.  Twombly,  of  Ashburnham, 
Mass. 


DiEiv— At  Hudson,  N.  Y.,  Dr.  David  Mellon,  81. 
Dr.  Van  Alstyno,  of  Albany,  N.  Y. 


-On  the  voyage  to  St.  Croix? 


NumlKT  of  deatlis  in  Boston,  for  the  week  ending  Feb.  8th, .52— Males,  27  ;  Females,  25. 

Of  consumption,  8— dropsy,  2— infantile,  4 — erysipelas,  1 — scarlet  fever,  5 — typhus  fever,  2 — 
croup,  1— lung  fever,  6— complication  of  diseases,] — inflaminalion  ol  the  brain  1— bowel  complaint, 
1— disease  of  the  lungs,  1  — accidental,  1 — iniemperanre,  1 — scrofula,  1 — child-bed,  2— diarrhoea,  1 — 
purpura,  1 — dropsy  on  the  brain,  1 — inflammation  of  the  bowels,  3 — hooi)ing  cough,  2 — marasmus,  1 
— liar.'ilytic,  1— throat  distemper,  1 — measles,  1. 

Under  5  years,  23— between  .5  and  20  years,  4— between  20  and  60  years,  16— over  60  years,  4. 


REGISTER     OF     TIIE     WEATHER, 

Kr.pf  at  the  State  Lunatic  Il^^pltul,  IVorcestcr,  Muss.  Lat.  42"^  15'  4!)".  Elevation  A^'i  ft. 
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This  month  has  been  mild  and  pleasant.  The  quantity  of  snow  th.it  has  fallen  lias  been  about  one 
foot:  slei'rhiiig  has  been  good.  The  range  of  the  Thermometer  has  been  from  2  below  lo  51  above. 
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Watcrinir  the  Citf/  of  New  Orhnns. — A  pl:ni  has  l)feM  submitted  to 
the  Coiuicii  of  tlie  'Zm\  Miuiicipality,  l)y  Mr.  Siimiiel  J.  Peters,  lor  sup- 
plyincr  this  Municipality  with  water  tor  the  purpose  of  washiujr  the  streets, 
extiniruishinij  rtres,  &.c.,  uhicli  we  think  of  ^^reat  importance.  The  ne- 
cessity of  liavinir  a  sufHciency  of  water  at  command,  j)romptlv  to  extin- 
guish fire,  is  at  once  apparent  to  every  owner  of  property,  and  needs  no  ap- 
peal from  us;  hut  the  cleansintr  of  the  streets,  by  which  the  city  will  he  ren- 
dered mort^  comtortable  and  salubrious,  alth()U<^h  certainly  not  of  minor  im- 
portance, is  a  public  duty,  and  therefore  liable  to  be  neglected.  From  what 
we  perceive,  much  labor  is  annually  spent  in  cleansinir  the  streets  of  New 
Orleans,  but  it  is  evident  that  up  to  the  present  period,  adequate  means 
have  never  been  resorted  to  for  the  accomplishment  of  this  object.  The 
filth  and  offensiveness  of  our  streets  have  become  a  bt/irnrd  and  a  reproach. 
li'  this  prolific  source  of  disease  w(?re  remedied,  it  is  difficult  to  calculate 
the  beneficial  results  upon  the  public  health.  We  could  not  expect  the 
purlieus  of  a  crowded  city  to  be  healthy  as  the  open  air  of  the  country  ; 
but  if  our  streets  were  kept  perfectly  clean,  New  Orleans  might  possibly 
become  almost  as  healthy  as  the  residences  along  the  coast,  which  are 
probably  not  excelled  in  this  respect  by  any  in  the  world.  We  will  not 
attempt  to  discuss  the  feasibility  of  Mr.  Peters's  plan  ;  it  is  to  the  impor- 
tant t)bjects  in  view,  that  we  wish  to  call  attention.  Let  there  be  con- 
tinued streams  of  water  flowing  along  all  the  streets  from  the  river  back 
to  the  swamp,  and  from  thence  drained  into  the  lake  ;  and  the  effects  up- 
on the  healtli  of  the  city  cannot  fail  to  be  most  beneficial. — New  Orleans 
Medical  Journal. 


Public  Schools  and  School  Hours  in  New  Orleans. — The  discipline  of 
these  schools  is  most  excellent ;  the  pupils  appear  to  learn  tvell,  what  they 
do  learn,  and  their  studies  and  recreations  are  so  arranged  as  not  to  force 
their  minds  at  the  expense  of  tlieir  physical  constitutions.  We  cannot 
speak  too  highly  of  the  introduction  of  vocal  music  as  a  regular  study. 
Half  an  hour  each  day  is  devoted  to  this  exercise;  and  the  medical  phi- 
losopher could  not  fail  to  admire  the  expansion  of  the  lungs,  and  play  of 
feeling,  attending  a  spirited  chorus  of  two  or  three  hundred  children, 
while  singing  a  patriotic  air.  Their  school  hours,  too,  are  not  too  long,  as 
is  the  case  in  many  places,  and  yet  we  think  amply  sufficient,  viz.  :  from  9 
to  half  past  2  o'clock,  and  but  one  session  in  the  day.  The  effects  of  too 
much  study  are  forcibly  illustrated  by  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical 
and  Surgical  Journal,  in  one  of  his  late  numbers  on  the  subject  of"  School 
hours  in  Boston."  The  article  may  be  found  in  our  Periscope,  page  345, 
and  we  refer  the  New  Orleans  reader  to  it,  as  well  for  the  sake  of  its  good 
sense,  as  to  show  that  in  one  instance,  at  least,  we  are  not  in  arrear  of 
our  shrewd  and  euliglitened  northern  brethren.  We  now  have  in  all  our 
public  schools  ab(.)ut  3000  pupils,  from  every  rank  of  society,  cind  every 
patriotic  citizen  begins  to  be  conscious  that  they  are  the  chief  glory  of 
our  city.  There  is  now  no  necessity  for  sending  our  children  abroad  to 
be  educated,  since  it  can  be  done  at  home  free  of  any  special  charge,  and 
in  a  manner  at  least  equal  to  any  place  in  the  uni(m.  Each  of  the  three 
municipalities  has  its  schools  under  its  own  management.  We  are 
more  familiar  with  those  of  the  second,  but  we  understand  the  others  are 
maintained  with  much  spirit. — Ibid. 
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[The  following  remarks  on  cow  pox  are  taken  from  a  report  made  to  the 
Rensselaer  Co.  (N.  Y.)  Medical  Society  in  1841  by  Simeon  A.  Cook, 
AI.D.,  who  was  ap|X)inted  by  the  Society  to  investigate  and  report  on  the 
state  of  professional  opinion  on  the  unsettled  questions  of  vaccination. 
That  part,  only,  which  relates  to  the  origin  of  the  disease,  and  w  hich  ap- 
pears to  have  been  prepared  with  much  care,  is  here  given. — Ed.] 

ORIGIN   OF   VACCINA. 

[Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

The  origin  of  vaccina  is  not  only  important  on  account  of  its  relation 
to  the  question  under  discussion,  but  from  the  necessity  of  a  knowdedge 
of  it,  in  order  to  be  certain  of  an  unfailing  source  of  the  virus  under  any 
contingency  that  may  arise. 

It  may  appear  extremely  improbable,  especially  to  those  who  believe 
that  the  virus  does  not  degenerate  in  passing  through  the  human  system, 
that  its  sources  should  fail,  and  that  a  supply  adequate  to  the  necessities 
of  the  w  odd  should  not  at  all  times  be  accessible  ;  yet  if,  what  at  least  is 
extremely  probable,  the  vaccine  matter  lose  any  of  its  specific  qualities 
by  passing  through  an  endless  variety  of  constitutions,  unless  some  means 
of  communicating  the  disease  with  certainty  to  the  cow  be  discovered, 
the  world  may  yet  be  deprived  of  the  inestimable  benefits  conferred  by 
the  .lennerian  discovery. 

The  spontaneous  prevalence  of  the  disease  in  the  cow  has  always  been 
extremely  rare,  and  from  present  appearances  is  likely  to  become  still 
more  infrequent.  Some  idea  of  die  difficulty  of  obtaining  the  virus  may 
be  conceived,  when  it  is  recollected  that  Jenner  had  formed  the  determi- 
nation to  test  the  truth  of  the  vulgar  opinion  w  ith  rci^^ard  to  the  prophy- 
lactic powers  of  vaccina  as  early  as  1780.  Yet  no  favorable  opportunity 
occutTv-^d  of  carrying  his  resolution  into  effect,  till  1796  (1 4th  May). 
Still  more  rare  has  been  the  disease  since  that  time,  and  notwithstanding 
the  attention  of  the  medical  profession  has  been  directed  to  this  subject, 
few  if  any  well-authenticated  cases  of  the  spontaneous  disease  in  the  cow- 
have  come  under  notice ;  and  the  matter  in  general  use  for  vaccination 
in  this  country  is  from  the  stock  originally  obtained  by  Dr.  Waterhouse, 
from  Dr.  Pearson,  of  London,  about  forty  years  since. 

The  most  common  opinion  with  regard  to  the  origin  of  vaccina  among 
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its  early  advocates,  and  one  that  was  always  believed  by  Dr.  Jenner,  was 
that  it  orii^Inated  from  a  disease  of  the  heels  of  the  horse,  known  to 
veterinary  surgeons  by  the  name  of  grease  ;  wliich  disease  of  the  hoi"se 
he  also  maintained  to  be  the  source  of  variola  ;  thus  making  small jkjx  and 
cowpox  mere  modifications  of  the  same  distemper.  Hence  his  name — 
variola  vaccinae.  And  Dr.  Barron  informs  us  that  he  actually  procured 
the  latter  in  the  human  subject  by  the  direct  introduction  of  the  equine 
virus. 

"  The  first  and  second  propositions,"  remarks  an  able  reviewer,  "  are, 
it  must  be  acknowledged,  starding  ;  they  are  apparently  irreconcilable 
with  the  common  sense  of  mankind,  yet  they  were  long  considered  true, 
and  finally  declared  so  by  a  physician  who  had  much  at  stake,  and  was 
certainly  of  no  inferior  mind  and  of  no  insignificant  judgment.  We 
ought  not,  therefore,  with  a  dogmatism  which  seldom  springs  from  a  phi- 
losophical understanding,  to  assert  them  to  be  false,  without  due  inquiry 
and  laborious  investigation,  because  they  may  surprise  us  by  their  novelty, 
shock  our  prejudices,  or  clash  with  our  preconceived  opinions."  Con- 
firmative of  Jenner's  views  on  this  subject,  were  the  experiments  of  other 
inquirers.  Dr.  Sacco,  of  Milan,  previous  to  1810,  procured  some  infec- 
tion from  the  heel  of  a  gentleman's  coach  horse  laboring  under  grease, 
with  which  he  succeeded  in  exciting  a  disease  in  the  human  constitution 
exactly  resembling  the  cow  pock,  not  only  as  respects  its  peculiar  charac- 
ter, but  also  in  protecting  the  system  against  the  ravages  of  variolous  poi- 
son. Dr.  Sacco  afterwards  transmitted  matter  taken  directly  from  the 
heels  of  a  horse  to  Dr.  De  Carro,  of  Vienna,  and  to  Dr.  Friese,  di- 
rector of  vaccine  inoculation  in  Silesia.  Both  of  these  gentlemen 
were  equally  successful  in  producing  the  disease  as  Dr.  Sacco  had  been  ; 
and  it  is  now  stated  that  they  inoculated  with  vaccine  and  equine  virus 
indiscriminately.* 

The  Idea  of  a  common  origin  for  variola  and  vaccina  was  not  confined 
to  the  vaccinators  of  the  Jennerlan  period.  But  the  investigation  has 
recently  taken  a  different  direction,  and  Instead  of  endeavoring  to  trace 
the  two  diseases  to  a  common  source,  experiments  have  sought  to  find 
one  the  parent  of  the  other.  Accordingly,  as  early  as  1831,  Dr.  Son- 
derland,  of  Bremen,  with  a  view  to  prove  the  Identity  of  the  variolous 
and  vaccine  poisons,  took  the  bed  linen  of  a  patient  laboring  under  the 
suppurative  stage  of  the  smallpox,  and  which  therefore  was  well  Impreg- 
nated with  the  active  virus,  and  enveloped  the  bodies  of  some  young 
cows  with  It  for  twenty-four  hours.  It  was  laid  on  the  backs  of  the  ani- 
mals, and  made  fast  round  their  legs.  When  removed,  it  was  hung  up 
before  their  mangers,  so  that  they  were  forced  to  inhale  the  infected 
atmosphere.  In  a  few  days  the  cows  became  feverish,  and  on  the  teats 
and  other  parts  of  the  body,  where  the  skin  is  fine,  were  found  numerous 
pustules,  in  every  respect  like  those  of  the  natural  cowpox,  and  the  mat- 
ter of  which,  when  inoculated,  was  found  to  communicate  the  disease  as 
on  ordinary  occasions. 

M.  Numan,  of  the  military  school  at  Utrecht,  repeated  the  experiments 

*  Scofield  on  Cow  Pock,  p.  36. 
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of  Dr.  Soiu1(m1;\ii(1  ;  and  tlK)Ui;li  lie  suc.cccdcd  in  {'omiminicatlni^  a  piisln- 
lar  diseases  to  tlic  cow  ,  lie  was  unable  to  [)rodiiC('  any  spcciCic  human 
vacciola  by  inoculatinir  with  the  \iius  or  dried  scab.* 

In  1835  Dr.  John  C  Martin,  at  that  time;  of  Altleborou^h,  iMass.,  in- 
oculat(Hl  a  cow  eii;ht  years  of  age,  with  variolous  matter  takcMi  from  a 
patient  laborini;  under  the  disease  on  the  elevtjnth  day.  ]i(3  made  four- 
teen or  fifteen  punctures  on  one  of  her  teats,  being  careful  not  to  draw 
blood,  and  into  these  he  inserted  (juills  charged  with  virus.  The  cow 
was  constitutionally  affected  as  early  as  the  fifth  day,  and  a  regular  pus- 
tule was  formed,  })erft;ctly  exhibiting  the  local  characters  of  vaccina  on 
tlie  eighth  and  ninth  days.  On  the  tenth,  the  pustule  was  full  and  dis- 
tended ;  on  the  eleventh  it  commenced  drying,  and  on  the  thirle(;nth  "  the 
virus  had  become  solid,  so  that  the  pustule  was  converted  into  a  crust  or 
scab  of  a  dark-brown  color."  The  matter  thus  obtained.  Dr.  M.  insert- 
ed in  the  arm  of  a  boy  ten  years  of  age.  "  The  virus  lay  dormant  four 
days,"  but  began  to  show  local  symptoms  on  the  fifth,  after  which  it  ran 
its  coui-se,  like  the  common  vaccine  vesicle,  was  characterized  by  a  well- 
formed  and  regular  areola,  and  in  due  time  was  transformed  into  a  per- 
fectly round  mahogany-colored  scab.  The  boy  exhibited  about  the  ordi- 
nary constitutional  disturbance,  and  two  or  three  small  pimples  appeared 
on  his  face  and  arms,  but  did  not  fill.  This  case  was  seen  by  Drs. 
Brownell  and  Toby,  of  Providence,  R.  I.,  and  by  them  pronounced  ger- 
uine  vaccina.  From  this  case  Dr.  M.  inoculated  others,  and  from  these 
still  othei'S,  twenty-three  in  all,  each  exhibiting  the  most  perfect  cow  pox. 
The  last  case,  and  the  one  farthest  removed  from  the  cow,  presented  the 
most  violent  local  and  constitutional  symptoms.f 

But  probably  the  most  satisfactory,  as  being  the  most  complete  and 
best  attested  experiments  of  this  kind,  have  been  those  of  Mr.  Robert 
Ceely,  of  Aylesbury  (Eng.),  and  his  associates.  Attached  to  a  section 
or  committee  of  the  Provincial  Medical  and  Surgical  Association,  ap- 
pointed to  inquire  into  the  present  state  of  vaccination,  he  states  that  he 
undertook,  among  other  experiments,  to  variolate  the  cow  ;  that  his  fii'st 
trials  were  failures,  but  that  early  in  1839  he  was  more  successful.  The 
variolous  matter  of  the  seventh  or  eighth  day  was  used,  and  three  young 
heifers  were  the  subjects.  In  his  first  attempt  he  failed,  but  a  re-inocula- 
tion was  successful. 

"It  was  performed  in  part  in  a  situation  where  the  skin  seemed  thin 
and  bled  freely  on  puncture.  On  the  fifth  day  the  purplish  or  livid  pim- 
ples, so  much  like  the  natural  or  casual  vaccine  on  the  thin  skin  of  the 
teats  at  this  stage,  announced  the  success  of  the  operation  on  the  lip  of  the 
vulva,  and  I  certainly  thought  all  the  other  punctures  had  succeeded  on 
the  thicker  skin  near  the  vulva.  The  want  of  color  in  these  elevations 
was  attributed  to  the  texture  of  the  skin  there.  On  the  sixth  day  every- 
thing advancing,  but  the  larger  and  colorless  elevations  seemed  without 
lymph  ;  the  four  glistening  vesicles  had  a  slight  central  crust,  clearly  an- 
nouncing their  character.     Lymph   was   procured   from  one  with   great 

»  Me(lico-(;hiriin,'itiil  Review,  Jan.  1831,  p.  208-9. 
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difliL'ulty,  perfectly  pellucid  and  adliesive.  The  seventh  day  die  tubercular 
character  of  the  four  upper  elevations  quite  manifest  ;  they  w<'re  suhsid- 
iui^  without  a  central  crust  ;  the  tour  vesicles  luid  increased  in  breadth 
and  were  less  elevated.  On  the  eii^hih  day  lymph  was  again  taken  from 
a  vesicle,  which  yielded  it  more  readily  than  others  ;  and,  anxious  not  to 
interrupt  their  development,  they  were  not  again  touched.  All  the  vesi- 
cles were  of  a  i^lassy  resplendency  ;  the  tubercles  were  evidently  passive. 
On  the  nintli  day  more  lymph,  perfectly  pellucid,  very  scanty,  was  taken, 
the  vesicles  clearly  advancing.  On  the  tenth  day,  the  day  of  maximum 
development  of  the  vesicles,  a  slio;lit  areola  round  one  of  them  ;  all  had 
a  very  active  appc^arance,  and  the  lymph  taken  was  perfectly  limpid  and 
quite  as  adhesive  as  before.  The  decline  of  the  vesicles  on  the  eleventh 
clay  was  perfectly  obvious,  and  precisely  as  in  the  natural,  casual,  and 
inoculated  vaccine.  This  was  confirmed  by  the  appearances  on  the 
twelfth  day.  On  the  twenty-sixth  day,  the  crusts  having  fallen  a  day  or 
two,  the  smooth,  pale  rose-colored  scare  were  observed.  Re-inoculatbn 
and  re-vaccination  here  also  proved  unavailing  ;  the  lym])h  taken  on  the 
different  days  was  used  with  ditferent  degrees  of  effect,  but  when  success- 
ful produced  perfect  vaccine  vesicles." 

Accordingly,  the  committee  above  mentioned,  engrafting  the  principles 
deduced  from  iVIr.  Coely's  experiments  into  their  joint  report  to  the  Asso- 
ciation at  Liverpool,  July  25lh,  1839,  proceed  at  once  on  the  ground  that 
the  question  of  origin  is  now  settled,  and  under  the  first  head  treat  of  the 
*' affinities  between  "  what  they  call  "  cow  smallpox  and  human  small- 
pox." In  the  course  of  their  report  they  remark,  "  What  many  gentle- 
men in  this  country  failed  to  accomplish,  we  are  happy  to  say  has  been 
at  length  achieved  by  one  of  the  membei's  of  our  association.  Mr.  Ceely, 
influenced  by  some  of  the  facts  and  reasonings  mentioned  above,  resolved 
to  attempt  to  ascertain  whether  he  could,  by  inoculation,  impregnate  the 
cow  with  human  smallpox.  Twice  he  has  succeeded  in  accomplishing 
this  important  object,  after  many  previous  fruitless  trials.  His  experiments 
were  conducted  in  the  presence  of  five  medical  men  and  one  veterinary 
surgeon.  He  produced  five  vesicles  on  the  cows,  from  which  sources 
several  hundred  patients  have  been  vaccinated,  who  have  exhibited  all 
the  phenomena  of  vaccination  in  its  most  perfect  form  and  complete  de- 
gree ;  there  was  no  attendant  eruption,  nor  anything  that  could  lead  him 
to  suspect  that  he  had  not  in  this  manner  propagated  the  genuine  variola 
vaccina.  He  kindly  transmitted  portions  of  this  lym})h  to  the  president 
of  the  section,  who  immediatelv  committed  it  to  the  care  of  l\Jr.  Coles 
and  several  other  gentlemen,  in  whose  hands  it  produced  the  most  regular 
vesicles,  which  in  every  respect  corresponded  with  those  so  beautifully- 
delineated  by  Dr.  Jenner  in  his  first  publication.  This  circumstance  for- 
cibly arrested  the  attention  of  every  one,  who  saw  the  vesicle,  and  that 
too  in  several  instances  though  the  source  whence  the  lymph  was  de- 
rived was  not  known.  The  correctness  of  the  vesicle  formed  by  it  ex- 
hibits a  marked  contrast  to  that  which  we  have  seen  produced  by  other 
virus  now  in  use ;  and  we  fear  the  local  as  well  as  general  disturbance 
occasioned  by  the  latter,  so  far  from  being  a  source  of  protection,  will  be 
found  to  be  the  reverse." 
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Tlu^  ivjxn'lcM's  (l(!sli;iKit('  lilt.'!  cxjx-'rinicuts  of  ]\Ir.  Ccoly  a  liiuiji|)liniit 
conclusion  of  an  iiivcslii^alion  of  nioro  than  lilly  y<;ur.s'  duration,  urul 
they  roniark,  witli  cordial  exultation,  that  tluj  ^Mcat  problem  res})ectini5 
tlu'  nature  of  the  sccurilv  allordiid  to  man  by  the  conununieation  of  tlx; 
vaccine  disease,  is  solved.  They  refer  to  the  various  (;j)iz()otics  which 
have  prevailed  at  dilierent  times,  and  which  were  of  the  nature  of  va- 
riola ;  and  they  state  that  the  horse  is  liable  to  a  vesicular  disease  of  a 
variolous  nalun%  as  well  as  the  cow  ;  and  that  lyn)])h  taken  from  the 
horsi'  and  inserted  into  man  will  produce  an  adeclion  in  all  resp(;cts  like 
that  diM'ived  from  the  cow,  and  ecjually  protective.  Jcnnc^r's  error  con- 
sisted in  believino;  this  affection  to  be  the  grease,  and  that  it  required  to 
be  transmitted  through  the  cow  to  give  it  efficacy. 

They  also  cite  some  facts  for  the  purpose  of  showing  that  the  vario- 
lous disease  in  the  cow  may  be  very  aggravated  as  well  as  mild,  and 
communicate  to  man  an  equally  aggravated  as  well  as  a  mild  distemper. 
They  also  insist  on  the  simultaneous  existence  of  smallpox  among  men 
and  the  lower  animals  in  England  and  other  countries,  and  finally  assert 
that  the  facts  which  they  have  adduced  have  all  but  proved  "  that  the 
vaccine  disease  is  not  a  preventive  of  smallpox,  but  smallpox  itself." 

From  volume  10th  of  the  Transactions  of  the  same  association,  we 
learn  that  ]Mr.  Ceely  was  with  great  industry  and  caution  still  pursuing 
the  investigation  of  this  subject  ;  that  on  the  23d  of  Oct.,  1840,  he  with 
INIr.  Knight,  of  Buill,  saw  and  examined  two  cases  of  variola  vaccina 
in  individuals,  one  56  years  of  age,  the  other  17,  who  had  neither  of 
them  ever  had  smallpox  or  cowpox.  They  had  taken  the  disease  accident- 
ally from  cows,  which  Messrs.  Ceely  and  Knight  also  saw  then  laboring 
under  cowpox.  There  were  eight  cows  and  two  stirks  ;  only  one  of  the 
stirks,  however,  had  the  disease. 

It  was  the  opinion  of  Pollard,  the  elder  of  the  above-named  individu- 
als and  the  proprietor  of  the  cows,  that  they  "  (the  cows)  had  been  in- 
fected from  human  smallpox  effluvia  to  which  they  had  been  exposed." 
Smallpox  had  indeed  prevailed  in  the  vicinity  from  the  preceding  June, 
and  twelve  cases  had  occurred  between  that  time  and  October.  "  Of 
these  smallpox  cases,"  three  of  them  occurred  in  two  cottages  "  situated 
on  each  side  of,  and  closely  connected  with  a  long  narrow  close  or  meadow 
comprising  scarcely  two  acres."  One  of  the  patients,  though  she  had 
numerous  pock,  was  able  to  be  about  and  crossed  the  meadow  daily  to 
visit  the  patients  on  the  other  side,  who  were  very  sick,  and  one  of  whom 
had  the  confiuent  and  malignant  form,  and  died  Monday,  7th  Sept.  "  Next 
day  (Sdi  Sept.)  the  wearing  apparel  of  the  deceased  and  the  bed  clothes 
and  bedding,  &tc.,  of  both  patients,  were  exposed  for  purification  on  the 
hedges  bounding  the  close ;  the  chaff  of  the  child's  bed  was  thrown  into 
the  ditch,  and  the  flock  of  the  deceased  woman's  bed  was  stre\\  n  on  the 
grass  within  the  close,  where  it  was  exposed  and  turned  every  night  and 
for  several  hours  during  the  day,  till  the  18th  September,  a  space  of 
eleven  days."  On  that  day  the  eight  milk  cows  and  the  stirks  were 
turned  into  the  meadow  to  graze.  For  this  puri)0se,  they  entered  it  every 
morning  and  were  driven  from  it  every  afternoon    to  a  distant  meadow,  to 
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be  there  wateietl  and  milked  and  to  spend  the  nioht.  Whenever  the  cows 
quitlud  the  meadow  hi  the  afleniDon,  tlu*  uifecied  articles  above  mentioned, 
which  had  been  withdrawn  whiUi  the  animals  were  in  tlie  close,  were 
again  exposed  on  the  hedges,  and  the  Hock  of  the  bed  was  spread  out 
and  turned  on  the  grass,  where  it  remained  till  the  next  morning,  when 
the  cows  were  re-admitted."  "  At  this  time  the  infected  articles  were  under- 
stood to  be  withdrawn.  It  appeal's,  however,  that  they  were  not  always  so 
punctually  removed  as  had  been  enjoined  ;  and  both  the  pro])rietor  and 
milker  afHrm  that  on  one  occasion  at  least  they  observed  the  flock  bed  on 
the  grass,  imd  the  cows  in  the  midst  of  it  and  licking  it  up." 

The  animals  were  healthy  when  they  fii-st  entered,  and  within  fourteen 
days  five  of  the  milch  cows  had  heat  and  tendern(5ss  of  the  teats,  and  small 
hard  pimples  were  distinctly  felt  imbedded  in  the  skin  ;  these  continued  to 
increase  in  size,  and  in  a  week  or  two  rose  into  blislei-s,  which  in  a  few 
days  dried  down  into  brown  and  blackish  scabs.  While  the  local  disease 
was  at  its  maximum,  a  severe  constitutional  disturbance  was  manifested, 
''  viz.,  sudden  sinking  or  loss  of  milk,  ptyalism  and  shivering,  frequent  in- 
flation and  reaction  of  the  cheeks,  staring  of  the  coat,  tucking  up  of  the 
limbs,  and  sticking  up  of  the  back  and  a  rapid  loss  of  flesh."  By  the 
middle  of  the  third  week  (I4th  Oct.,)  the  crusts  and  loose  cuticle  began 
to  separate  from  the  abundant  secretion  of  matter,  and  the  cows  soon 
became  quieter  and  more  manageable,  and  by  the  i^3d,  when  seen  by 
Messrs.  Ceely  and  Knight,  the  operation  scarcely  disturbed  them  at  all. 

The  individuals  before  mentioned,  who  had  taken  the  disease  from 
milking  and  tending  these  cows,  presented,  Mr.  Ceely  informs  us,  all  the 
phenomena  usually  observed  when  the  vaccine  virus  is  transferred  from 
the  cow  to  the  human  subject.  In  the  elder  subject  (Pollard),  the  febrile 
or  constitutional  symptoms  were  extremely  mild ;  and  except  the  pain 
and  swelling  of  the  axillary  glands  he  suffered  no  inconvenience,  and 
was  not  confined  a  single  day  to  the  house. 

Brookes,  the  younger,  had  the  disease  more  severely.  After  having 
milked  four  of  the  cows  for  ten  days,  he  felt  stiftness  and  soreness  of  the 
glands  of  the  neck,  a  pimple  appeared  on  the  fronto-temporal  region, 
which  on  the  twelfth  day  of  milking  he  could  not  resist  scratching.  On 
the  eleventh  day,  a  pimple,  the  size  of  a  pin  head,  appeared  on  the 
finger,  the  next  day  one  on  the  thumb,  and  in  none  of  these  situations  was 
he  aware  of  any  abrasion  of  the  skin.  They  all  continued  to  increase 
in  size  till  the  fifteenth  day  from  his  commencing  to  milk,  when  the  consti- 
tutional symptoms  were  at  their  height,  consisting  of  general  febrile 
symptoms,  nausea  and  vomiting.  *'  He  was  unable  to  work,  but  never 
confined  to  the  house." 

From  the  fronto-temporal  vesicle  on  Brookes,  lymph  was  taken  and 
used  for  vaccinating.  This  lymph  was  perfectly  limpid  and  very  adhe- 
sive. The  first  transfei"s  presented  the  ordinary  phenomena  of  the  dis- 
ease in  its  perfect  form,  till  the  full  development  of  the  areola,  when 
the  vesicles  became  very  broad  and  flat,  full  of  lymph,  and  were  followed 
by  sloughing,  and  deep,  slow-healing  ulceration.  In  the  subsequent  trans- 
fers of  the  virus,  the  effects  varied   according  to  circumstances.     Some 
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cases  were  followed  by  s!()iii;lilM«r,  whilfi  others  wen^  attended  with  no 
mconvonience,  tlie  vesicle  derlininii;,  as  iisnal,  and  fonnini!;  taniarind-rolor- 
ed  scabs,  the  constitutional  symptoms  at  the  same  lim(5  varying;  as  much 
as  the  local. 

'*  At  the  expiration  of  three;  montlis  several  of  these  patients  were 
tested  with  variola  by  inoculation,  with  no  other  ((^fi'ect)  tl)an  a  triflin^^ 
fugitive  inflammation  at  the  point  of  insertion,  or  a  small  vesicle  re- 
senihlinf  the  modified  vaccine  in  form,  size  and  course." 

[To  be  coiicliuled  in  next  No.) 


UTERIiNB  POLYPI  AND   MALIGNANT  TUMORS. 

By  Thomas  Chadbourne,  M.D.,  Concord,  N.  H. 
[Comnuinicated    for   the   Boston    Medicnl    und   Surgical  Journnl.] 

Two  deaths  from  uterine  polypus,  and  one  from  a  uterine  tumor  of  a  more 
malignant  character,  having  recently  occurred  in  this  State,  it  is  thought 
a  short  notice  of  the  fact  in  the  Journal,  if  of  no  other  use,  may  excite 
the  attention  of  the  profession  to  a  more  thorough  investigation  of  a  train  of 
symptoms,  often  the  result  of  other  causes,  to  be  sure,  but  not  un fre- 
quently occasioned  by  the  irritation  of  some  morbid  growth,  which,  if  not 
timely  removed  before  the  energies  of  the  system  be  exhausted  by  pro- 
tracted suffering  and  loss  of  blood,  must  inevitably  end  in  death. 

The  subject  of  the  first  case  was  a  middle-aged  w^oman,  who  had  for 
many  years  been  in  feeble  health,  but  as  the  most  prominent  symptom 
was  "  only  a  weakness."  as  it  w^as  called,  connected,  as  she  supposed, 
somehow  with  "  her  turn  of  life,"  she  was  induced  to  neglect  herself 
till  from  pain  and  hemorrhage  her  general  health  was  completely  broken 
down.  In  this  state  she  was  attacked  with  fever,  and  "  sunk  from  ex- 
haustion soon  after  the  crisis."  A  medical  friend  obtained  liberty  of  a 
post-mortem  examination,  and  very  kindly  sent  me  the  uterus  containing 
an  enormous  polypus  attached  to  the  fundus,  half  the  size  of  an  ordinary 
full-grown  fffitus,  forming  a  most  valuable  specimen  of  the  disease  under 
consideration. 

The  second  case  was  a  woman  of  about  the  same  age.  Since  her 
last  labor,  which  was  represented  to  have  been  a  severe  one,  she  has 
never  enjoyed  good  health,  hav^ing  seldom,  for  the  last  ten  years,  been 
free  from  leucorrhoea  and  bloody  discharges,  and  occasionally  severe  ex- 
pulsive pains.  Her  physician  often  urged  upon  her  the  necessity  of  some 
efficient  means  for  her  relief,  but  the  dread  of  an  operation,  and  advice  of 
female  friends,  ignorant  of  the  nature  of  the  disease,  induced  her  to  delay, 
until  one  day  being  attacked  by  more  than  usually  severe  pains  and  he- 
morrhage, she  was  compelled,  in  the  absence  of  her  family  physician,  to 
call  another,  who  on  examination  very  properly  assured  her  tliat  an  ope- 
ration for  the  removal  of  a  tumor  was  necessary,  and,  as  it  was  a  disease 
with  which  he  was  famihar,  having  had  many  such  cases,  he  would  re- 
move it  if  desired,  without  pain,  difliculty  or  danger.     Such  fair  promises, 
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of  course,  gained  the  confidence  of  the   pulieut,  and   a  trial  to  apply  the 
ligature  was  commenced,  but    instead  of  the  facility  and  ease  of  the  ope- 
ration duit  was  anticipated,  three  long  huurs  were  sptnit  in  diligent  but  un- 
availing effort,  during  which  the  patient  suffered  extreme  pain  and  loss  of 
much  blood,   when    the    operator  desisted,   promising    to    make    another 
attempt  some  few  weeks  hence,  when  the    woman  should  have  recovered 
from  the   efiects  of  the  present  trial.      Any   one   accustomed    to  the  ap- 
plication of  the   ligature  in  such   cases,  must  at  once   suspect  some  great 
defect  in  the  instrument,  ignorance   or  inexperience  in  the  operator,  or  all 
combined,  but  at  any  rate,  great  error  in    judgment  in  persevering  in  the 
attempt  so  long  at   the    expense  of  so  much  strength,  pain,  and   loss  of 
blood.     It  is  difFicult  to   conceive  of  any  circumstances  in  the  case,  or  in 
any  case,  that  would   necessarily    render  the   application   of  the  ligature 
very  painful,  or  of  any   obstacles   that  could    not  be  overcome  in  twenty 
or  thirty  minutes  if  at  all.     The  prostration  and  loss  of  strength  from  this 
injudicious   attemjjt  to   ligate  the  tumor  were  very  great,  and  from  which 
the   patient   never    fully  recovered.     It  was  about  four  weeks  after  this, 
that  I  first   saw  the  patient.     She  was  confined   to  the  bed,  with   a  pale 
sallow  countenance,  and  a   quick  and  feeble  pulse.     Notwithstanding  the 
unpromising  features  of  the  case,  for  an  operation  that   must  necessarily 
be  continued  through  several  wrecks,  yet,  her  appetite  being  good,  and  the 
removal  of  the  tumor  affording  the  only  possible  chance  of  recovery,  and 
as  there  was  nothing  to  be  hoped  from  delay,  she  was  encouraged  to  sub- 
mit at  once  to  the  application  of  the  ligature,  with  the  assurance  of  what 
I  supposed  to  be  the  fact,  that  she  might  be  sustained  through  it,  and  the 
disease  be  removed.     The  ligature  was  easily   applied,  without   pain   or 
unusual  difficulty,  and  in  the  course  of  a  week,  that  portion  of  the  tumor 
occupying  the   lower  part  of  the  pelvis,  and  resting  on  the  perineum,  was 
removed,  w^eighing,  as  was  supposed,  about  two  pounds.    As  the  removal 
of  this  mass  made  room  to  reach   with  the  instrument  the  neck  of  the  tu- 
mor, and  as  the  patient  seemed  quite  as  well  as  before  the  operation,  hav- 
ing suffered  neither  pain  nor  loss  of  blood,  there  was  encouragement  to  per- 
severe and  attempt  the  removal  of  the  remainder.     The  ligature  was  in  a 
few  minutes  applied,  with   equal   facility   as  before,  although   there  was 
more  tenderness  of  the  parts,  but  all  seemed  well,  till  the  third  day,  when 
dyspnoea  and  faintness  came   on,  with  oedema  of  the  legs,  and  inability 
to  bear  the  erect  position,  and    she   gradually  sank  from   exhaustion,  and 
died.     The  portion  of  the  tumor  unremoved   proved   to   be  about  eight 
inches  in  length  and  five   in   diameter,  being  attached  to  the  fundus  uteri 
by  a  neck  or   pedicle  two  inches  in  diameter.     The  walls  of  the   utems 
were  perfectly  healthy  and  free  from  inflammation,  but  as  thick  as  in  the 
last  months  of  pregnancy. 

Of  the  early  history  of  the  third  case,  but  little  definite  information 
could  be  obtained,  only  that  for  eight  or  ten  years  she  had  been  con- 
stantly harassed  w^ith  uterine  pains,  l(?ucorrhoea  and  loss  of  blood.  I 
found  her  (Jan.  25,  1845)  confined  to  her  bed,  with  a  small,  feeble  pulse, 
abdomen  large,  hard  and  excessively  tender,  countenance  pale  and  des- 
pondent.    The  OS  uteri  was  rigid  and  unyielding,  and  the  attempt  to  in- 
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trofluro  till'  fin^iM*  i^ave  jG^rcat  pain  and   siifffrin^^j;.     Tlie  resistance,  how- 
ever, was  suHieicMUly  overcome  to  asecrlain  that  the;  uteins  was  distended 
hy  a  fleshy  mass,  the  precise;   character   of  whicli  was  douhtlul.      As  no- 
tliinc;  at  ])resent  couhl  he  done,  the  patient   was  k'ft   in    the;  care  of  her 
attendini(  physician,  Dr.  C.  B.  WobstfM*  (who  first  su^jajested,  in  his  hitter 
to  \\\{\  \\w  prol)ahiIilv  of  the  presence  of  an   uterine  tumor),  witli  th(?  un- 
derstanding, that  if  lie  su(;ceeded  in  arresting  the  diseharg(;s,  and  bringing 
up  the  exhausted  jiowers  of  the  system  so  as  to  justify  an   attempt  to 
remove    the  tumor,  he  would  inform  mc.     In   a  week  the  patient  died. 
The  uterus  was  found  to  occupy  ahout  the  same  spacer  in  the  abdomen  as 
in  the  seventh  month   of   pregnancy.     Its  neck  and   lower  portion  were 
very  much  thickened  and  of  a  scirrhous  hardness,  becoming   gradually 
thinn<M'  towards  the  fundus,  where,  in  consequence  of  ulceration,  were  two 
orifices,  an  inch  in  diameter.     The  size  of  the  uterus   was  not  the  result 
of  the  uniform  growth  of  the  whole  organ,  as   in  pregnancy,  but  of  that 
})ortion  only  above  the  attachment  of  the  broad  ligaments,  ])resenting  the 
novel  spectacle   of  the   attachment   of  these  ligaments  and  the  entrance 
of  the  Fallopian  tubes   at  the  neck  instead  of  near  the  fundus.     The  tu- 
mor adhered  to  more   than  two  thirds   the  surface  of  the  uterus,  and  at 
the  pla^e  of  adliesion  so  intimately  blended  w^ith  its  substance,  that  it  was 
difficult  to  distinguish  the  substance  of  the  one  from   that  of  the  other. 
The  weight  of  the  whole  mass  was  estimated  at  six  pounds.     There  was 
a  malignancy  in  the   disease   pervading  the  whole  uterine  structure,  that 
had  been  long,  if  not  from  the  first,  remedyless. 

1  know  of  no  distinctive  symptoms  by  which  this  malignant  fibrous  tu- 
mor and  simple  uterine  polypus  can  with  certainty  be  designated,  and  if 
they  could,  I  know  not  that  it  would  influence  the  practice,  as  every  mor- 
bid growth  of  these  parts,  whether  malignant  or  not,  should  be  removed  if 
within  the  reach  of  the  hgature.  As  to  the  means  of  ligating  uterine 
tumors,  there  is  some  discrepancy  of  opinion.  I  have  several  times  used 
an  instrument  contrived  by  my  partner  Dr.  Buck,  that  I  think  on  many 
accounts  preferable  to  the  double  canula  or  anything  else  1  have  seea 
recommended.  It  consists  simply  of  two  w  ires  about  one  eighth  of  an 
inch  in  diameter,  the  upper  ends  a  little  flattened  and  made  perfectly 
smooth,  with  an  eye  in  each.  The  end  of  the  ligature  (consisting  of  five 
threads  of  the  best  '' saddler's  silk,"  well  waxed,  but  not  twisted  together) 
is  passed  through  the  eye  of  one  >wnre  and  made  fast  to  the  eye  of  the 
other.  The  w^ires  are  then  passed  up  if  possible  to  the  neck  of  the  tumor, 
the  one  having  the  ligature  passing  through  its  eye  is  held  stationary,  while 
the  other  is  gently  worked  round  the  tumor,  carrying  with  it  the  ligature, 
and  brought  up  to  the  side  of  its  fellow,  and  the  same  means  are  then 
used  to  retain  them  in  contact  and  to  finish  the  operation  as  when  the 
canula  is  used.  The  advantages  of  this  instrument  over  the  canula  are, 
1st.  That  it  is  easily  obtained  ;  almost  any  one  can  make  it.  2d.  It  is 
cheap.  Although  the  one  made  of  pure  silver  cost  me  six  dollars,  an- 
other made  of  common  brass  wire,  equally  as  good,  cost  but  fifty  cents.- 
3d.  It  is  easily  cleansed,  a  recommendation  no  one  can  duly  appreciate 
till  he  has  tried  to  clean  the  canula.     4lh.  It  can  have  any  shape  given' 
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to  it  by  bending  tlie  wires,  wliicli  circumstance  alone  gives  it  a  great  ad- 
vantage in  practice  over  the  canula. 


DR.   PEASLEES  NEW   MICROSCOPE. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Dear  Sir, — Knowing  the  interest  you  feel  in  the  advancement  of  sound 
medical  learning,  permit  me,  through  your  valuable  Journal,  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  INew  England  public  to  a  short  description  of  a  micro- 
scope which  Dr.  E.  R.  Peaslee,  Professor  of  Anatomy,  he,  of  Dart- 
mouth College,  and  Lecturer  on  Anatomy  and  Surgery  at  Bowdoin  Col- 
lege, has  just  received  from  Paris.  I  ought  to  premise,  perhaps,  that  this 
instrument  was  ordered  by  the  Professor  in  season  for  the  last  medical 
course  at  Dartmouth  College,  but  owing  to  the  delay  of  die  manufacturer 
has  but  just  arrived. 

The  doctor  writes  me,  in  relation  to  this  instmment,  that  "  the  work- 
manship is  of  the  most  splendid  kind  in  all  respects,  and,  so  far  as  I  have 
had  time  to  test  it,  its  optical  powers  fully  equal  its  mechanical  perfec- 
tion. Decided  improvements  have  recently  been  made  in  the  constric- 
tion of  microscopes  by  Chevalier,  of  Pasris.  Professor  Baillie's  instru- 
ment, which  he  has  employed  at  West  Point,  as  you  are  doubtless  aware, 
has  been  regarded  as  the  best  in  this  country.  "  The  extreme  magnify- 
ing power  of  diis  instrument,"  the  doctor  continues,  ''  is  also  greater  than 
I  had  expected — 3,000  diameters  or  9,000,000  areas.  The  minimum 
is  50  diameters.  It  has  also  a  great  vaiiety  of  apparatus,  besides  that 
necessary  for  common  purposes,  and  by  reason  of  which,  it  truly  deserves 
the  name  of  '  Microscope  Universel.^  It  can  be  used  as  a  vertical  or 
horizontal  instrument  ;  it  has  an  apparatus  for  chemical  observations ; 
one  for  anatomical ;  another  for  copying  the  magnified  objects  by  means 
of  the  camera  lucida  ;  and  another  for  viewing  objects  by  polarized  light." 

It  is  due  to  the  doctor,  also,  that  the  public  should  be  informed  that  this 
instrument,  the  workmanship  of  the  best  optician  on  the  Continent — Che- 
valier, of  Paris — has  been  procured  at  his  own  private  expense  ;  and  it 
cannot  but  be  hoped  that  the  doctor's  success  in  investigating  and  eluci- 
dating the  tRUhs  of  science  with  this  splendid  instrument,  may  be  as  great 
as  has  been  his  self-sacrifice  in  procuring  it. 

Yours  truly,  Lyman  Mason. 


ON   CHRONIC   PERITONITIS   AND   TABES   MESENTERICA. 

By  C.  J.  B.  Williams,  M.D.,  F.R.S. 

Chronic  peritonitis  may  proceed  from  the  acute  disease,  or  it  may  begin 
insidiously.  The  symptoms  of  the  chronic  disease  are  :  continued  fre- 
quency of  the  pulse  ;  fever,  of  a  subdued  character,  with  which  more  or 
less  pain  and  uneasiness  in  the  abdomen  are  combined.  A  pricking  pain, 
acute  in  some  parts,  is  felt  from  time  to  time,  with  a  degree  of  tenderness 
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and  soronoss.      When   the  disease  l)('f;lns   In   llic   climnic  form,  it  Is  much 
more  insidious  ;  it  may  stind  on  "^radnally  \s  ilhont  a|)))('ariiiti;  to  exist,  and 
the  (ii'st  si^n  is    an    enlar«jj(Mnent  of  the  abdomen,  with    li(juid  ellbsion. 
Then;  is,  sometimes,  vomiting  and  i)urgin<i;,  or  tlien;  may  he  consti})ation, 
attended  with   symptoms  of  dys])e))sia.     The  pain   and  uneasiness  in  the 
ahdomen   are   not   so   soon    developed   in  the;   clironie  I'orm,  hut  tliere  is 
rather  an  inahihty  to  bear  anything  tight  on  the  abdomen.     As  the  disease 
goes  on,  the  ahdomen  becomes  enlarged,  not  only  by  th(3  effusions  I  have 
mentioned,  but   l)y    serous  congestions.     This  takes    place   whilst   other 
parts  become  emaciated.     The  limbs  become  smaller,  while  the  belly 
gets  laiger.     There  may  be  constipation,  or  then,'   may  be   the  opposite 
state  ;  and  the  faeces  themselves  are  generally  disordered  in  character,  be- 
ing either  too   light  or  too  dark.     The  tongue,  in  this  disease,  is  usually 
covered  with  a  fur  of  a  purplish-brown  color,  sometimes  glazed  and  red  ; 
the  lips  cracked,  and  the  skin    pale,  sallow,  and  wrinkled.     On  examin- 
ing the  abdomen,  you  will  never  fail  to  find  some  physical  signs  of  disease. 
The  walls  of  the  abdomen   are  loose,  but  the  viscera  may  be  felt  under- 
neath, in  a  hard  and  knotty  state,  and  in  irregular  masses :  some  parts  be- 
ing more  resisting  than  natural.     Generally  speaking,  there  is  some  ten- 
derness in  particular  parts,  and  the  sound  on  percussion  is  very  irregular, 
some  parts  being  tympanitic,  and  others  having  a  degree  of  dulness.     If 
there  is  liquid  effusion,  it  may  be  difficult  to  distinguish  it  from  pure  ascites 
or  dropsy,  which  we  shall  have  hereafter  to  consider.    But  the  Hquid  effu- 
sion, accompanying  peritonitis,  is  usually  attended   by  some  irregularity  in 
the  swelling,  a  great  amount  of  tenderness  in  the  abdomen,  and  the  absence 
of  the  signs  and  causes  of  ascites.     There  is,  usually,  no  disease  of  the  liver, 
with   the   effusion   arising  from   peritonitis :  no  disease  ^f  the  heart  ;  yet 
there  is  progressive  emaciation  ;  there  is  fever  ;  and,  at  last,  anasarca  may 
occur,  and  the  patient   become  generally  dropsical.     This  is  not  an  un- 
common result  of  peritonitis.     The  nutritive  functions  become  deranged, 
with  the  altered  state  of  the  viscera  of  the  abdomen. 

It  is  not  necessary  to  go  minutely  into  the  history  of  the  appearances  of 
chronic  peritonitis,  as  the  history  of  chronic  pleurisy  will  serve  to  give  an 
idea  of  them.     Chronic  peritonitis  occurs  especially  in  scrofulous  children, 
and,  in  fact,  it  may  be  pretty  generally  considered  as  a  scrofulous,  or  tuber- 
culous form  of  disease,  whether  occurring  in  children,  or  in  adults.     When 
it  takes  place  in  children,  there   is  fever,  and   gastric   or  enteric  derange- 
ment, or  diarrhoea ;  there  is  slight  tenderness  of  the  abdomen  ;  but  this  is 
often  very  little  complained  of.     Structural  changes  sometimes  take  place, 
without  any  marked  symptoms  occurring.     It  is  occasionally  observed  to 
follow  measles  and  hooping  cough,  and,  in   some  instances,  to  be  accom- 
panied by  liquid  effusions  into  the  abdomen.     A  slight  degree  of  fever 
remains,  and  the  patient  loses  strength,  whilst  the  belly  gets  larger.     I 
have  known  the  same  thing  occur  in  a  child,  who  had  suffered  from  as- 
carides,  and,  owing  to  these  symptoms,  the  latter  disease  had  escaped 
attention.     On  examination   after  death,   it  was   found  that  the  perito- 
neum   was  very  extensively  tuberculated.     Chronic  peritonitis  is  gene- 
rally tuberculous ;  Louis  says  it  is  always   so  ;  but  there  are  forms  of 
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chronic  peritonitis,  in  wliich  ^^ranular  tubercles  are  not  present.  I 
have  met  with  cases  of  the  (hsease,  in  which  all  the  Intestines  have 
been  ai(ii;lL»tlnal»'d  to;j;ether ;  there  were  no  distinct  tubercles  present. 
The  reason  why  chi*onic  peritonitis  is  more  constantly  tuberculous 
than  chronic  pleurisy,  I  believe  to  be  that,  in  the  case  of  chronic  pe- 
ritonitis, there  is  less  motion  of  the  intestines,  or  less  coiiipn-ssion,  so 
that  the  low  products  of  inriammation  assume  the  natural  rounded  cha- 
racter which  slow  etiiisions  are  apt  to  take,  if  unmolested.  The  effusion 
of  lymph  is  first  of  all  granular. 

The  treatment  of  this  atfection  is,  for  tlie  most  part,  palliative.  When 
once  the  disease  has  reached  to  a  considerable  extent,  as  exhibited  by  a 
knotty  state  of  the  addomen,  with  more  or  less  distention  from  liquid  or 
solid  etllisions,  and  great  emaciation,  little  is  to  be  done  but  to  palliate 
the  symptoms.  But  if  detected,  or  suspected,  in  the  early  stage,  there 
is  then  reason  to  believe  that  a  well-adapted  treatment  will  remove  it.  I 
had  several  cases,  under  my  own  observation,  of  incipient  symptoms  of 
chronic  peritonitis,  with  lujuid  efluslon  in  the  abdomen,  tenderness  on 
pressure  in  those  parts,  and  all  the  symptoms  I  have  mentioned,  and  they 
subsided  under  [jersevering  treatment.  Fomentations,  followed  by  blisters, 
and,  subsequently,  the  use  of  mercurial  ointment,  or  mercury  combined 
with  iodine  and  iodide  of  potassium,  (^xerted  a  very  powerful  influence. 
This  treatment,  persevered  in,  with  mild  aperients,  succeeded  in  dispelling 
the  symptoms  of  this  affection.  However,  while  in  one  patient  all  these 
symptoms  subsided,  the  brother  of  the  same  child  died  under  exactly  simi- 
lar symptoms,  and  the  peritoneum  was  found  to  be  extensively  diseased. 
In  case  of  more  extensive  liquid  efluslon,  it  is  useful,  if  mercury  has  not 
been  administered  previously,  to  affect  the  gums  with  this  medicine,  giv- 
ing diuretics  in  small  doses,  but  taking  care  to  guard  against  violent  sick- 
ness and  vomiting.  The  diet  should  be  of  a  mild  character  in  these  chro- 
nic affections  of  the  abdomen,  but  not  too  spare.  Chronic  inflammation  is 
combined  w^ith  derangement  of  the  whole  system,  and  the  extreme  reduc- 
tion, that  answers  in  acute  inflammation,  becomes,  in  many  cases  of  chro- 
nic disease,  injurious.  With  the  diet,  there  should  be  a  small  allowance 
of  animal  food  frequently  given.  Healthy  air  is  of  the  greatest  conse- 
quence in  these  cases. 

Tabes  mesenterica  is  closely  allied  with  this  disease.  It  consists  of 
an  undue  development,  or  enlargement,  of  the  mesenteric  glands,  and  is 
very  often  combined  with  tuberculous  peritonitis. 

Sometimes  it  consists  of  a  slight  enlargement  and  disease  of  the  glands, 
without  any  affection  of  the  peritoneum  itself.  Where  it  occurs  without 
peritonitis,  it  is  frequently  connected  with  disease  of  the  mucous  mem- 
brane of  the  intestines.  Remittent  fever,  in  children,  is  apt  to  pass  into 
this  disease.  The  fever  is  accompanied  by  inflammation  of  the  mucous 
membrane  of  the  intestines,  which  passes  on  to  ulceration^  and,  connected 
with  that  ulceration,  there  is  commonly  enlargement  and  disease  of  the 
mesenteric  glands.  Sometimes,  it  is  dependent  on  irritating  matters  ab- 
sorbed from  the  intestines.  This  disease  is  common  in  children,  from  the 
age  of  two  years  to  puberty,  when  the  growth  Is  rapid,  and  the  nutritive 
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and   digestive  organs  are  apt  to  Ix;  disordered.     It   is  very  insidious  in 
its    udvauees :    sometimes    eomin*!;  on  alter  felirih^    diseases,   and   some- 
times as  a  siujuela  ol'  tlu;  exanthemata — measles,  hooping  cough,  small- 
pox, and  scarlatina  ;  and  is  commoidy  attended  with  remittent  lever,  and 
the  sub-acute  lorm  of  gastro-enteritis,  in  children.     Th(3  chief  syrnj)toms 
are:  souk^  degree  of  i)ain  in   the   ahdomen,  hut   of  a    slight  character; 
tenderness  on   pressure  ;  generally,  enlargement  of  the  abdomen  ;  some? 
febrile    accession    in   the  evening,  and,  sometimes,  quite  a  hectic  flush  is 
found  on  the  cheeks;  the  pulse  is  gradually  quickened,  and  there  is  pro- 
irressive  emaciation.      Hence,  its  name — tabes  mcsentcrica.     No  doubt,  it 
is  connected  w  ith  obstruction  in  the  lym})hatic  glands.    The  appetite  is  dis- 
proportionate to  the  state  of  the  nutritive  function  ;  it  is  voracious,  but  all 
that  is  taken  is  not  converted  into  nourishment.     The  symptoms  are  not 
unlik(^  those  I  described  in   worms  ;  but   their   permanency,  and   the   in- 
creasing emaciation,  induce  a  suspicion   of  the   disease.     Pain  of  the  ab- 
domen is  sometimes  present ;  and,  sometimes,  there  is  no  heat  in  the  ab- 
domen exc(?pt  at  night.     The  enlargement   of  the   glands  can   be  felt  in 
tlie  middle  region  of  tjie  abdomen,  more  particularly  when  the  stomach 
and   bowels  are  empty,  as   after  the  operation  of  a  purgative  or  before 
food  is  taken.    The  knotty  state  of  the  glands  can  frequently  be  felt,  when 
the  patient  is  lying  on   his   back.     The  constitutional   symptoms  are  ex- 
ceedingly like  those  of  phthisis  pulmonalis,  although  the  seat  of  the  lesion 
is  different  in  the  two  cases.     If  the  disease  goes  on,  very  frequently   it 
terminates  in  pulmonary  consumption.     In    five-sixths  of  the  children, 
affected  with  tabes  mescnterica,  tubercles  are  found  in  the  lungs  ;  in  adults 
this  is  more  unusual.     On  examination   of  those  who  have   died  in   the 
more  recent  stages  of  the  disease,  the  glands  have  been   found  enlarged 
and  loaded  with  granular  deposit,  or  a   collection   of  opaque  and  cheesy 
matter.    This  condition  is  found  particularly  after  fever.    In  the  advanced 
forms  of  the    disease,    the  enlargement  of  the   glands   is    more    exten- 
sive, and  consists  of  a  plastic  kind  of  tuberculous  matter.     It  is  rarely, 
however,  that  you  find  it  here  in  the  same  state  as  in  the  lungs ;  the  rea- 
son of  wdiich  1  believe  to  be,  chiefly,  the  smaller  amount  of  vascular  com- 
munication in  these  glands  than   in  the   lungs.     In  older  subjects,  where 
the  disease   has   aone  on  lonjrer,  the  fjlands  are  found  to  contain  some 
cretaceous  or  calcareous  concretions,  seme  portions  being  quite  osseous. 
The  presence  of  these  is  a  proof  of  age.     In  other  cases,  instead  of  the 
cheesy  form  of  tubercles,  there  is  more  of  a  consolidation  of  the  glands, 
and,  sometimes,  enlargement  to   a  considerable  extent — a  sort  of  hyper- 
trophy, with  much  less  tendency  to  the  tuberculous  deposit.     Sometimes, 
disease  is  found  in  odier  glands  of  the  body  ;  in  the  lymphatic  glands  in 
the  cervical  and  the  inguinal  regions,  &ic.     The  lymphatic  glands  are  af- 
fected more  than  any  others  in  the  system. 

The  treatment  of  mesenteric  disease  is  much  the  same  as  that  I  men- 
tioned under  the  head  of  chronic  peritonitis.  It  is  a  dangerous  disease  in 
its  advanced  form,  \\  here  it  distinctly  exhibits  the  characters  I  have  de- 
scribed ;  but,  probably,  like  chronic  peritonitis,  it  is  cumble  in  the  early 
stage,  or  when  occurring  in  children,  in  w  horn  diseases  are  more  tractable 
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than  in  adults  ;  at  this  period  of  life,  the  system  is  more  elastic,  and  can 
adapt  itself  to  cii-cumstances  more  readily  than  at  other  ages  ;  there  is 
also,  with  them,  a  greater  activity  in  the  processes  of  renovation  and  of 
growth.  The  treatment,  too,  is  much  the  san)e  as  that  adapted  to  scro- 
fula ;  the  use  of  iodide  of  potassium,  or  iodide  of  iron,  together  with  li- 
quor potassae,  and  tonics,  should  be  persevered  in  for  weeks  or  months  to- 
gether ;  in  the  earlier  stages  the  employment  of  mercury,  in  moderate 
doses,  and  aperients,  as  may  be  necessary  ;  strictly  regulating  the  diet, 
and  adhering  to  digestible  kinds  of  food,  chieHy  farinaceous,  but  con- 
taining as  much  animal  matter  as  the  patient  can,  with  facility,  bear  ; 
often  allowing  a  little  malt  liquor  ;  [)romoting  the  circulation  by  regular 
exercise,  or  by  friction ;  using,  as  an  ointment,  the  iodide  of  potassium, 
or  the  iodide  of  lead,  or  mercurial  ointment,  rubbed  into  the  enlarged  ab- 
domen. These  are  the  means  that  have  been  found  most  useful,  espe- 
cially in  some  of  the  earlier  forms  of  these  affections.  Sea-air,  and  sea- 
bathing, too,  have  been  found  of  considerable  eflicacy  in  these  diseases  ; 
and,  even  in  the  more  advanced  forms,  these  remedies,  sometimes,  stay 
the  progress  of  the  malady.  As  the  recovery  progresses,  a  more  stimu- 
lating diet  may  be  freely  allowed  to  the  patient.  Where  sea-bathing  is 
employed,  we  should  make  use  of  warm  sea-water,  uidess  the  patient  is 
strong,  and  the  season  very  hot. — London  Med.  Times. 
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Foot-prints  of  Extinct  Animah. — Several  printed  pages,  accompanied 
by  a  lithographic  plate,  illustrative  of  discoveries,  by  James  Deane,  M.D., 
of  Greenfield,  Mass.,  have  been  received.  Dr.  D.  is  a  laborious  investiga- 
tor, and  is  bringing  treasures  out  of  the  rocks,  of  incalculable  importance  to 
geologists.  A  detail  of  his  discoveries  would  be  quite  out  of  place,  yet  we 
cannot  allow  the  opportunity  to  pass  of  reminding  our  medical  friends,  that 
they,  above  all  men,  have  special  reasons  for  studying  nature  and  her  laws. 
By  economizing  time,  and  allowing  no  moment  to  be  lost,  researches  may 
be  systematically  conducted,  of  vast  interest,  illustrative  of  the  early  condi- 
tion of  the  globe,  the  races  that  have  successively  occupied  its  rough  sur- 
face, and  of  man  himself,  the  greatest  wonder  of  the  whole. 

Dr.  Deane  has  already  cut  his  name  in  the  temple  of  fame,  in  connec- 
tion with  certain  curious  discoveries  in  the  new  red  sandstone  of  Connec- 
ticut river.  He  has  traced  out,  and  is  still  progressing  in  the  work  of 
proving,  that,  at  an  epoch  .so  remote  that  no  philosopher  dare  define  the 
period,  animals  of  strange  figures  and  anomalous  proportions,  perhaps 
unlike  any  of  the  present  day,  lived  and  gambolled  in  the  majesty  of  un- 
restrained freedom, — so  long  ago,  that  the  solid  rocks  on  the  margin  of 
the  Connecticut,  were  then  a  soft,  yielding  mass.  While  in  that  state, 
those  known  unknowns  walked  about,  leaving  the  impressions  of  their  feet 
in  the  then  plastic  mud,  which   has  brought  down  an  exact  figure  of  them 
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to  these  latter  days.  Here  is  soniethirifr  to  excite  philosophical  enterprise. 
— Dr.  Mantel,  of  I'^iiij^laiid,  is  a  l)ri<^ht  ('xainj)le  of  the  achievements  which 
may  be  accomplished  hy  a  daily  practitioner  of  ni(;dicine  in  a  country 
town,  removed  from  intercour.se  with  the  learned,  and  far  from  libraries 
or  the  advantages  of  a  re^jular  cabinet.  His  name  rin<(s  over  Christendom. 
Dr.  Darwin,  a  country  physician,  was  a  man  of  mighty  genius.  The 
Zoonomia  must  jro  down  to  after  times,  the  perpetual  evidence  of  his 
transcendant  intellectual  endowments.  True  it  is,  that  the  sun  of  his  glo- 
ry is  somewhat  obscured  by  the  dazzlinir  rays  of  later  scientific  lumina- 
ries ,  but  still  the  name  of  Erasmus  Darwin  can  never  be  erased  from  the 
calender  of  scientific  discoverers. 

These  considerations  spontaneously  arise  when  reflecting  upon  the  exten- 
siveness  of  the  field  that  is  laid  open  for  the  inspection  of  medical  gentle- 
men, when  unoccupied  by  legitimate  professional  duties.  Let  us  improve 
the  opportunities,  then,  and  suffer  not  the  gray  hairs  of  approaching  age 
to  reproach  us  with  having  heedlessly  neglected  to  improve  ourselves  or  to 
enlarge  the  sphere  of  human  knowledge. 


Sociability  of  Medical  Men. — Such  is  the  constitutional  structure  of 
some  individuals  in  the  medical  profession,  that  they  seem  to  eschew 
every  appearance  of  or  approximation  to  sociability.  They  go  through  life 
with  the  reputation  of  being  good  practitioners,  perhaps,  or  good  citizens, 
which  means  that  they  do  no  harm,  and  have  paid  their  taxes  ;  but  society 
is  neither  enriched  nor  the  world  made  happier  by  them.  A  bereaved 
family  may  chisel  their  virtues  on  a  grave  stone — the  only  place  where  a 
record  is  made  of  qualities  that  no  one  discovered  while  the  individual 
was  living.  Cheerfulness  in  a  physician  is  an  essential  element  of  pro- 
fessional usefulness.  His  smiles  of  recognition,  his  expressions  of  sym- 
pathy, and  even  his  general  reputation  for  social  courtesy,  diffuse  encour- 
agement where  it  is  most  needed,  and  promote  human  happiness,  the  uni- 
versal pursuit  of  man. 

It  is  a  misfortune  to  be  deplored,  when  any  one  with  a  cold,  repulsive 
address  engages  in  the  onerous  responsibilities  of  a  physician.  Patients 
may  swallow  his  prescriptions,  yet  can  have  little  affectionate  regard  for 
the  prescriber.  Though  perfect  confidence  is  felt  in  his  ability  and  integ- 
rity, nothing  but  necessity  induces  the  public  to  patronize  him.  Time 
and  sickness  contribute,  perhaps,  to  give  him  reputation,  which  he  never 
would  have  had  in  any  other  pursuit.  It  is  an  unnatural  position,  however, 
and  those  who  have  contributed  most  towards  elevating  an  unsocial,  self- 
ish, owlish  practitioner,  forsake  him  on  the  slightest  occasion,  whenever 
they  discover  the  same  scientific  qualifications  appertaining  to  one  of  a 
social  disposition. 


Civilities  to  Students. — Several  delightful  visitations,  at  the  houses  of 
the  faculty  of  the  Medical  College  in  this  city,  have  been  held  within  a  k\v 
weeks.  Civilities  of  this  kind,  towards  medical  students,  who  are  stran- 
gers, have  a  favorable  result,  as  they  go  away  from  such  meetings  with 
pleasant  recollections.  These  young  gentlemen,  when  far  from  their 
homes,  appreciate  kindness  and  attention  ;  and  besides,  the  influence  on 
their  characters  is  of  importance  to  them  and  to  others.     "  All  work  and 
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no  play,"  breaks  down  the  elasticity  of  the  niitid,  and  predisposes  to  mo- 
roseness  and  obstiaiicy  of  opinion.  Nothing  more  effectually  encourages 
a  student  in  his  preparation  tor  after  life,  than  a  cordial  interest  in  liis 
personal  welfare,  liy  wliat  he  sees  of  others,  he  learns  his  own  place  in 
the  social  scale,  and  acts  upon  the  system  and  precepts  of  iiia  elders. 
Nothing  is  lost  by  a  well-regulated  hospitality,  uliilst  the  gain,  in  a  moral 
point  of  view,  is  incalculable  both  to  the  giver  and  receiver. 


Conduct  of  Medical  Students  in  the  Lecture  Room. — A  circumstance 
occurred  at  the  Mason  Street  Medical  College,  last  week,  which  induces 
us  to  advert  to  the  subject  of  conduct  in  the  lecture  rooms  of  medical  in- 
stitutions. In  the  first  place,  it  is  the  positive  duty  of  students,  during 
the  lecture  of  any  professor,  to  give  him  their  undivided  attention.  Their 
express  object  should  be  to  listen  while  in  the  theatre.  They  sink  the 
character  of  gentlemen  the  moment  they  join  in  any  habitual  petty  distur- 
bance that  annoys  the  speaker,  or  those  who  would  hear  if  they  could. 
We  have  been  amazed  to  see  young  men  wlio,  from  their  exterior  appear- 
ance, would  have  been  taken  to  be  well  bred,  watching  an  opportunity  for 
throwing  bits  of  paper,  apple  cores  and  other  small  missiles,  to  their  fellows 
on  another  seat.  Such  vulgar  exhibitions  soon  develope  the  traits  of  the 
individual,  as  straws  show  the  way  of  the  wind,  and  they  become  marked 
men  in  the  estimation  of  those  by  whom  they  would  like  to  be  esteemed. 
Whispering,  stamping,  shuffling  the  feet,  dsc,  are  excessively  provoking 
to  the  lecturer,  who  sighs  over  the  perpetual  recurrence  of  those  little 
faults  of  propriety  which  he  does  not  like  to  speak  of  too  often,  notwith- 
standing the  fact  that  every  repetition  is  an  embarrassment,  disresj)ectful 
to  him  and  to  the  place,  and  subversive  of  that  decorum  which  should  be 
maintained  between  a  lecturer  and  the  class, 

A  rowdying  spirit,  that  delights  in  disorganization,  and  secretly  aims  to 
break  up  that  system  of  order  that  should  necessarily  be  strictly  maintain- 
ed during  the  lecture  hours  in  medical  colleges,  has  repeatedly  shown  it- 
self of  late,  we  understand,  in  several  schools.  If  the  faculties  exercise 
the  paternal  power  with  which  they  are  clothed,  they  would  be  justified  in 
expelling,  instanter,  those  offending  leaders  who  are  known  to  be  more  in- 
tent on  mischief  than  on  their  studies.  They  ought  not  to  be  tolerated  a 
moment.  One  overlooked  breach  of  the  reornlations  and  of  good  manners, 
in  this  respect,  perils  the  reputation  of  the  establishment.  A  reformation 
is  wanted,  that  the  growing  evil  of  disrespectful  carriage  in  medical  lec- 
ture rooms,  and  hospital  cliniques,  may  be  overcome.  Having  ourselves 
had  experience  in  this  matter,  we  know  how  to  sympathize  with  those 
who  suffer  from  the  presumption,  forwardness,  meddling  propensities  and 
vulgar  deportment  of  the  few  medical  students  who  assume  to  be — what 
they  never  were — gentlemen. 


American  Journal  of  Science  and  the  Arts. — x\  special  note  in  the  last 
No.  of  this  excellent  periodical,  is  addressed  to  subscribers,  intimating 
that,  from  various  circumstances,  the  work  is  placed  in  a  precarious  condi- 
tion. Surely,  this  is  bad  news,  which  by  no  means  redounds  to  the  repu- 
tation of  men  of  science  in  this  prosperous  country.  We  can  recommend 
it  to  the  medical   fraternity  everywhere,  without  hesitancy,  as  being  emi- 
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iicutly  wordiy  of  tlicir  palioiia^c.  Iiidrcd,  it  is  a  publication  of  a  char- 
acter so  elevated,  that  it  would  Ix;  a  usel'nl  and  should  be  a  welcouie  <ruest 
ill  every  readiiifr  family  in  the  land.  Curiosity  is  gratified  by  the  as- 
tonishin<j  developincnts  it  brin^rsto  light  in  tlu;  domains  of  general  science. 
The  mind  is  instructed  and  its  powers  enlarged  by  studying  its  useful 
pages.  By  it  we  keep  pace  with  the  progress  of  discovery  throughout 
the  world;  and  since  the  editors  have  never  failed  to  furnish  a  digest  of 
the  achievements  of  the  learned  in  all  departments  of  science  and  the  arts, 
this  quarterly,  in  the  range  of  its  subjects,  is  without  a  rival  on  tlie  west- 
ern continent. 

Such  are  our  views  of  the  merits  of  the  American  Journal  of  Science 
and  the  Arts.  But  were  it  distinctly  known  to  its  editors  that  we  get 
regularly  provoked,  once  a  quarter,  because,  for  more  than  two  years,  a 
No.  has  not  come  from  them  to  the  address  of  this  Journal,  as  in  former 
times,  they  would  wonder  how  we  can  so  good-naturedly  set  forth  its  virtues. 
By  begging,  and  pleading,  and  re-asserting  the  fact  that  copies  should  be 
sent  to  us,  ours  being  regularly  sent  in  exchange,  the  October  and  January 
Nos,  were  kindly  furnished  by  the  agent  in  this  city.  Trusting  that  this 
statement  will  lead  to  a  correction  of  the  evil  reluctantly  set  forth,  we 
hope  hereafter  to  record  that  this  periodical  is  thriving  according  to 
its  unquestionable  deserts,  sustained  by  the  wealth  and  increasing  in- 
telligence of  the  age. 


Massachusetts  State  Lunatic  Hospital. — Having  read  Dr.  Woodward's 
12th  annual  report,  we  are  happy  to  express  our  pleasure  in  its  perusal. 
Its  miscellaneous  observations  on  particular  cases,  and  on  various  kinds  of 
medicinal  articles,  aside  from  the  exceedingly  satisfactory  account  which 
Dr.  Woodward  gives  of  the  institution,  will  make  it  a  popular  document, 
and  of  great  interest  to  all.  For  ourselves,  we  think  that  Dr.  Woodward 
has  on  no  former  occasion  been  so  happy  in  his  reports.  Infantile  in- 
sanity, which  presents  important  considerations,  is  a  grave  subject  indeed, 
on  which  he  has  thrown  a  stronor  liaht. 

The  whole  number  of  patients  admitted  from  the  beginning  is  2013; 
discharged  and  died,  1750.  At  the  close  of  1844,  there  remained  263 — 
and  the  number  admitted  the  past  year  was  236 ;  discharged  228,  of  whom 
124  recovered  and  15  died.  Hereafter  we  shall  make  such  extracts  as 
will  convince  those  who  cannot  peruse  the  report,  that  our  views  of  it  have 
not  been  erroneous. 


Blooniingdale  (N.  Y.)  Asylum  for  the  Insane. — From  Dr.  Pliny  Earle's 
Annual  Report,  vve  learn  that  the  number  of  patients  in  this  asylum  at  the 
beginning  of  1844  was  100 ;  admitted  during  the  year,  106 ;  discharged 
and  died  during  the  year,  102;  remaining  in  the  Asylum  at  the  end  of  the 
year,  104.  Of  those  discharged,  there  were  recovered,  50  ;  improved,  27; 
by  request,  12  ;  died,  13.  Of  the  whole  number,  163  were  Americans,  and 
43  were  foreigners;  105  were  natives  of  the  State  of  New  York.  "  Of  the 
patients  who  were  in  the  Asylum,"  says  Dr.  E.,  "  on  the  first  of  the  year, 
the  number  who  had  never  been  married  was  nearly  twice  as  great  as  that 
of  the  married  whose  husbands  or  wives  were  living,  and  27  per  cent, 
greater  than  the  aggregate  number  of  the  married  and  the  widowed.     Of 
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those  admitted  during  the  year,  the  single  exceed  the  married  in  number, 
but  are  not  equal  to  both  the  married  and  the  widowed.  Tlie  number  of 
widowed  females  exceeds  that  of  the  same  class  of  males  by  33  per  cent." 


Prui^ress  of  Hydropathy. — On  the  plan  of  the  water-curing  establish- 
ment at  Graifenburir,  other  establishments  have  been  erected  at  Berlin, 
Dresden,  Gotha,  Cassel,  Brunswick,  Bopjiart,  Coblentz,  and  in  Belgium  at 
Courtray  and  Etterbreck.  In  England,  Malvern,  Hertford,  Stanstedbury, 
Bath,  Cheltenham  and  Liverpool,  have  each  their  water  hospitals.  Tliere 
is  a  perfect  mania  raging  in  regard  to  curing  diseases  by  water,  with  that 
class  of  people  who  never  think  deeply  or  patiently  upon  any  subject.  It 
is  so  to  some  extent  in  the  United  States.  Those  who  are  giving  daily 
evidence  of  being  most  attached  to  hydropathy,  are  not  remarkable  for 
their  profound  attainments ;  but  being  people  of  impulsive  activity,  the 
last  new  thing  that  they  see,  hear  or  read  about,  either  in  law,  physic  or 
divinity,  is  embraced  as  the  great  thing  needful. 


Hutherford  County  Medical  Society. — The  physicians  of  Rutherford 
county,  in  Tennessee,  have  united  in  the  organization  of  a  society,  for 
the  advancement  of  medical  science  and  the  promotion  of  friendly  pro- 
fessional intercourse,  and  are  holding  meetings,  at  which  papers  on  the 
medical  topography  of  their  county  are  read,  and  all  medical  matters  in- 
teresting to  the  members  are  brought  up  and  discussed.  Improvement 
to  the  members,  and  benefit  to  the  community,  must  result  from  this  asso- 
ciation. We  cannot  conceive  of  any  method  so  well  calculated  to  advance 
all  the  great  objects  in  which  the  profession  have  a  deep  concern,  as  the 
formation  of  such  societies  wherever  a  number  of  physicians  can  be  brought 
together. —  Western  Journal  of  Medicine  and  Surgery. 


Report  of  the  Physicians  to  the  Kentucky  Penitentiary. — The  physi- 
cians to  the  Kentucky  Penitentiary,  at  Frankfort,  Drs.  W.  C.  and  Lewis 
Sneed,  report  one  hundred  and  ninety-six  cases  of  disease  as  having  been 
treated  in  that  institution  during  the  ten  months  of  their  attendance.  Of 
these  the  most  numerous  were  cholera  morbus,  intermittent  fever,  paro- 
titis, and  constipation.  During  all  the  time  not  a  death  has  occurred  in 
the  penitentiary,  although  many  of  the  attacks  were  of  a  violent  character. 
The  physicians  conclude  their  report  with  the  following  statement : 

*'  A  large  number  of  the  convicts  sent  to  this  institution  are  men  who 
have  been  regular  drinkers,  or  confirmed  drunkards,  and  consequently, 
enter  the  prison  with  constitutions  so  much  impaired  by  disease  and  dissi- 
pation, that  they  require  more  or  less  medical  treatment  before  they  are 
in  a  condition  for  manual  labor." — Ibid. 


Bathimj^  Houses  in  China. — At  Shanghai,  numerous  bathing-houses  are 
met  with,  which  are  established  by  private  individuals  as  a  source  of  pro- 
fit. They  are  for  the  most  part  large,  commodious  houses,  kept  very  clean, 
and  great  numbers  of  Chinese  constantly  resort  to  them  at  all  hours,  more 
especially  in  the  latter  part  of  the  day.  The  price  for  a  bath  is  six  cop- 
per  cash,  exactly   one  farthing ;   for  the  bath  and  a  cup  of  tea,  nine  cash. 
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In  tlie  front  of  the  house  there  is  u  larfjo  hall,  fitted  up  with  ^reat  num- 
bers of  boxes  and  coni[)artriieiits,  in  which  the;  visiters  j)lace  their  clothes; 
all  these  boxes  are  under  the  char;r(;  of  a  doorkeeper,  wIjo  ^ives  th(;  batlier 
a  clean  towel,  and  is  responsible  that  no  transfer  of  property  occurs  during 
the  absence  of  the  owner.  A  passa<rc  leads  from  this  hall  to  the  bathing 
apartment,  which  is  a  small  room  the  greatest  part  of  which  is  taken  up 
by  a  larjre  water  trough  made  of  tiles — this  is  filled  with  wJiter  and  kept 
hot  by  a  fire  placed  tinderneath  ;  planks  are  placed  across  the  trough  on  which 
the  bathers  sit  in  the  sieam  and  wash  themselves,  or  get  into  the  water  at 
pleasure.  The  water  is  changed  once  every  day,  and  although  this  would 
not  suit  the  ideas  of  an  European  in  respect  to  cleanliness,  the  Chinese  do 
not  regard  it,  and  appear  to  enjoy  the  bath  as  much  in  tlie  evening  as 
when  the  water  is  first  put  in  earlier  in  the  day.  This  establishment  (the 
attendance  at  which  is  of  course  entirely  confined  to  the  men)  must  be  a 
great  source  of  cleanliness  and  comfort  to  the  people,  who  have  the  ad- 
vantage of  a  hot  bath  at  very  low  rate  of  charge.  The  average  daily  at- 
tendance is  about  a  thousand.  Similar  bathing  houses  are  also  kept  at 
Ningpo. — 3Icd.  Missionary  Society  llrport. 


Camphorated  Saponaceous  Spirit,  or  Liquid  Opodeldoc.  By  Giseke, 
of  Eisleben. — For  several  years,  this  spirit  has  not  only  been  prescribed 
by  the  physicians  of  Eisleben,  under  the  name  of  liquid  opodeldoc,  but 
it  has  also  been  in  public  demand  more  frequently  than  the  ordinary  solid 
opodeldoc.  It  justly  deserves  to  be  preferred  to  the  latter,  because  it  is  bet- 
ter preserved  than  in  the  flasks  which  contain  it,  and  because  it  is  more 
easily  applied  ;  it  may  also  be  more  easily  associated  with  other  preparations 
when  necessary.  The  following  is  the  mode  of  preparing  it : — R.  White 
and  dry  castile  soap,  60  ;  camphor,  15 ;  highly  rectified  spirit  of  wine,  500  ; 
volatile  oil  of  thyme,  4;  volatile  oil  of  rosemary,  3;  liquid  caustic  ammo- 
nia, 30.  Mix  and  dissolve  S  A.,  then  filter. — Chemist,  from  Archiv.  de 
JPharmacie. 


Prize. — The  French  Societe  de  Mcdccine  Pratique  offers  a  gold  medal, 
worth  ^20  (500  fr.),  for  the  best  essay  on  the  following  subject  : — "  What 
is  meant  by  the  denomination,  typhoid  fever  ?  Describe  briefly  its  history, 
and  minutely  its  essential  characters  and  treatment."  Essays  must  be 
sent,  p.  p.,  before  the  1st  Jan.  1846,  to  Dr.  Serrurier. — Medical  Times. 

To  CoRKESPONDENTs. — Dr.  Knowlton's  paper  on  Fever  will  be  published  next 
week. 

Markirp, — Dr.  Ellwood  Harvey,  of  Chadd's  Ford,  Penn.,  to  Miss  J.  L.  Youle. 
— Dr.  M.  P.  Hutchinson,  of  Philadelj)hia,  to  Miss  E.  Kirkpatrick.  Wm.  Knight, 
M.D.,  of  Marlboro',  to  Miss.  S.  B.  Tainter. 

Died,— At  Hudson,  N.  Y.,  Dr.  Samuel  White,  68. 

Number  of  deaths  in  nnf«(on,for  the  week  eniling  Feb.  15th,58— Mnle?,  29  ;  Females,  29.     Stillborn,  A. 

Of  consiimplioii,  1 1— drowned,  1 — iiifiiiiille,  5 — scailel  fever,  8 — lung  fever,  9— hooping  coiiijh,  1  — 
dropsy  on  the  brain,  3 — inflainniHlion  of  the  bowels,  1 — cronp,  1  — infliien/.n,  1 — feethinp,  2— accidental, 
1 — hemorrhage,  1  — paralviic,  2— syphilis,  1  — mflamrriHiion  of  the  iunsis,  1 — hernia,  1  —  typhus  fever,  1 
— erysipelas,  £ — canker  in  bowels,! — old  age,  1 — child-bed,  I — disease  of  the  heart,  1  —  bowel  com- 
plaint, 1. 

Under  5  years,  31— between  5  and  20  years,  3— between  20  and  60  years,  20— over  60  years,  4. 
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Amputations. — hi  regard  to  amputations,  the  greatest  modern  improve- 
ment is,  the  frequency  with  which  they  are  abstained  from.  When  sur- 
geons tirst  got  into  the  way  of  operating,  limbs  were  removed  without 
scruple,  and,  fre<iuentiy,  witliout  jusi  cause.  Tliey  would  appear  some- 
times to  have  been  lopped  off,  as  if  to  prove  how  well  the  body  could 
maintain  its  existence  without  them.  Morand  relates,  that  in  the  Hotel 
des  Invalides,  at  Paris,  nmtilated  objects  are  in  recollection,  who  had  lost 
their  thighs  and  arms,  so  that,  unless  assisted,  they  could  not  stir,  and  it 
was  necessary  to  feed  and  wait  upon  them  like  new-born  infants.  That 
such  a  state  of  things  has  long  passed  away  is  quite  true,  but  even  within 
our  own  time  still  further  improvements  in  this  respect  have  been  made, 
and  many  limbs  are  now  saved,  that,  not  long  since,  would,  to  a  certainty, 
have  been  condemned  to  the  knife.  Sir  Benjamin  Brodie  informs  us,  in 
the  last  edition  of  his  work  on  the  "  Diseases  of  the  Joints,"  that  it  was 
the  practice  which  prevailed  in  his  early  days,  of  amputating  white  swell- 
ings, as  soon  as  their  character  as  such  was  determined,  that  gave  him 
those  opportunities  of  investigating  the  disease  in  its  early  stages,  on  the 
pathological  facts  derived  from  which  the  chief  value  of  his  book  depends. 
Our  museums  in  this  city,  likewise,  bear  evidence  to  the  same  practice  of 
early  amputation ;  and  those  who  possess  such  preparations  of  disease 
will  do  well  to  take  care  of  them,  as  they  are  not  like  to  get  many  other 
similar  specimens  from  the  hand  of  modern  surgery. 

The  same  observations  apply  equally  to  many  other  cases,  such  as  dis- 
eases of  the  mamma  and  of  the  testis,  ulcers  of  the  leg,  hernia,  injuries 
of  the  head,  compound  fractures  and  dislocations,  &-c.,  all  of  which  yield, 
oftentimes,  to  improved  plans  of  treatment,  short  of  having  recourse  to 
the  knife.  Regarding  hernia,  the  name  of  O'Beirne  will  be  hereafter  as- 
sociated with  it,  as  having  introduced  a  plan  calculated  to  save  many  a 
valuable  life.  I  allude  to  his  method  of  drawing  the  gas  from  the  interi- 
or of  the  bowel  by  means  of  a  long  gum-elastic  tube;  and  to  the  efficacy 
of  which  there  is  now  abundant  evidence  from  all  quarters. 

In  respect  of  operations,  then,  true  surgery  rather  avoids  than  courts 
them  ;  and,  in  this  respect,  unlike  what  takes  place  in  all  other  profes- 
sions, the  improvements  introduced  into  it  cause  a  diminution  in  the 
emoluments  derivable  from  the  practice  of  surgery.  It  is  a  well-establish- 
ed fact,  that  the  incomes  of  medical  men  are  much  reduced  from  this 
cause,  and  yet,  nevertheless,  they  persevere  with  laudable  disinterestedness 
in  their  endeavors  to  effect  still  further  improvements.  Is  not  this  the 
highest  degree  of  philanthropy  ? — Prof.  Houston's  Introductory. 


NeiD  Books  in  London. — A  Tabular  View  of  the  Seat  of  Tubercle  in  180 
Cases  of  Tubeicle  in  the  Lungs  of  Children.  With  Remarks  on  Pulmonary 
Phthisis  in  the  Young  Subject.  By  P.  Hennis  Green,  M.D. — Extract  from 
the  Seventy-second  Report  of  the  Committee  of  Visiting  Justices  of  the 
Hanwell  Lunatic  Asylum,  relative  to  the  Report  of  the  Metropolitan 
Commissioners  on  Lunacy.  With  Remarks  by  Mr.  Serjeant  Adams,  late 
one  of  the  Visiting  Justices. — Lectures  on  Pulmonary  Phthisis,  delivered 
in  Jervis  street  Hospital.  By  John  T.  Evans,  M.D.  The  National  Diet 
Roll ;  or,  an  Improved  Method  of  Insuring  to  the  Lower  Ranks  of  the  Peo- 
ple a  Supply  of  Food.     By  D.  O.  Edwards,  Esq.,  Surgeon. 
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THE  AUTUMNAL  FEVERS  OF  NEW  ENGLAND. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Dear  Sir, — Havinij;  ])nictised  medicine  here  upon  the  high  lands  in  the 
soutlierly  part  of  FiaiikHn  Co.,  Mass. — riding  occasionally  into  more  than 
thirty  different  towns,  and  rather  frequently  into  a  third  as  many — for 
nearly  17  years,  I  have  found  that  it  is  very  rare  for  me  to  meet  with 
more  than  now  and  then  a  sporadic  case  of  idiopathic  fever,  except  in 
the  fall  of  the  year  ;  commencing  sometimes,  however,  in  the  latter  part 
of  summer,  and  extending,  especially  the  last  year,  into  December.  I 
have  reason  to  believe,  also,  that  such  has  been  the  experience  of  all  or 
nearly  all  physicians  in  this  region  of  country.  It  is  scarcely  once  in  half 
a  dozen  years  that  1  hear  of  a  fever  prevailing  in  this  region  during 
winter,  spring,  or  the  early  part  of  summer ;  but  not  a  fall  passes  in  which 
I  do  not  learn  that  fever  is  prevailing  in  some  one  or  more  towns  within 
20  or  30  miles  of  me,  nor  one  in  which  I  do  not  meet  with  some  6,  10 
or  20  cases  in  my  own  practice.  I  feel  as  sure  that  1  shall  meet  with 
some  cases  of  fever  in  the  fall,  as  I  do  that  we  shall  have  an  equinoctial 
storm. 

Now  the  point  at  which  I  am  more  particularly  aiming  in  this  com- 
munication, is  to  show  that,  some  how  or  other,  this  fever,  or  these  fevers, 
get  a  wrong  name.  They  are  called  typhus,  or  typhoid.  It  seems  to  be 
the  fashion  to  call  them  so  ;  and  I  do  not  much  wonder  that  all  physi- 
cians in  this  quarter,  so  far  as  I  know,  have  thus  far  continued  to  follow 
the  fashion  ;  for  all  cases  must  have  some  name  besides  simply  a  fever, 
or  the  people  will  not  be  satisfied,  and  in  many  cases  it  is  not  altogether 
clear  and  easy  to  determine  what  sort  of  fever  it  is,  if  not  typhus  or  ty- 
phoid— not  so  easy  as  it  is  to  call  it  typhoid,  and  let  it  go  at  that.  As 
to  post-mortem  examinations,  1  have  yet  to  learn  that  one  has  been  made 
in  a  case  of  idiopathic  fever  within  30  miles  of  me  for  the  last  ten  years  ! 
If  any  physician  within  these  limits  of  space  and  time,  competent  to  de- 
cide on  those  appearances  said  to  be  characteristic  of  typhus  and  typhoid 
fevers,  has  made  such  an  examination,  let  him  report.  I  go  upon  the 
supposition  that  two  different  kinds  of  fever  do  not  prevail  in  this  region 
at  the  same  time — not,  for  instance,  a  remittent  fever  in  one  town,  and 
at  the  same  time  a  typhous  fever  in  a  neighboring  town.  And  I  de-. 
cide  on  the  kind  of  fever  by  its  history  and  symptoms.     I  have  made  no 
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autopsies,  and  doubt  vvhethtu-  1  should  bt  cornpt.'tent  to  decide  the  kind  of 
fever  by  the  pathological  apjiearances,  if  I  should  do  so. 

I  say,  then,  that  the  autumnal  fever  which  prevails  more  or  less  in  this 
reii^ion  every  year,  constituting  seven  eighths  ot"  the  fever  cases  with 
which  1  meet,  and  which  is  generally  called  typhus  or  typhuid,  is  the 
remittent  fever.  Until  within  the  lai>t  two  or  three  years  1  scarcely  knew 
what  name  to  give  it,  and  therefore  1  the  more  readily  conceive  how 
otiier  physicians  can  let  it  go  as  a  "  typhus,"  when  in  fact  it  is  not.  Un- 
doubtedly its  paroxysmal  character  is  not  so  obvious  as  at  the  South  and 
West  ;  and  as  our  medical  authorities  describe  the  disease  as  it  apjieai-s  in 
warmer  and  more  misasmatic  regions  than  this,  one,  in  order  to  recognize 
the  disease  as  it  appears  in  this  fjuarter,  must  be  on  the  look  out — he 
must  have  in  mind  the  sex'eral  vaiieties,  the  various  symptoms  and  degrees 
of  intensity  of  the  remittent  ftivcr,  and  then  watch  his  patients  closely,  by 
night,  perhaps,  as  well  as  by  day.  It  was,  as  it  were,  by  accident — by 
being  called  out  two  or  three  nights  in  succession,  or  nearly  so,  to  one 
of  my  fever  patients,  in  Sejjtember,  1842 — diat  1  was  fnst  led  to  suspect 
our  fall  fevers  to  be,  indeed,  the  remittent  fever.  Previous  to  that  time  I 
was  in  the  dark,  and  dissatisfied.  1  had  no  thought  of  the  remittent  fe- 
ver. I  had  not  been  so  trained.  Typhus  and  typiioid  were  all  the  go, 
and  I  fell  in  with  the  current.  1  would  examine  my  patients,  and  then  go 
home  and  examine  my  authorities,  but  as  it  happened,  I  would  always  turn 
to  their  descriptions  of  continued  fever.  I  \\ould  there  find  symptoms 
delineated,  many  of  which  my  patients  presented  ;  nay,  if  my  patients 
did  badly,  they  would  finally  present  an  assemblage  of  sym])toms  quite 
similar  to  those  of  typhous  fevers  in  their  later  stages.  Still  I  was  not  quite 
satisfied,  for  I  could  not  discover  that  coiTespondence  which  I  desired  be- 
tween the  symptoms  generally  presented  by  my  patients  in  tlie  first  stages 
of  their  sickness,  and  those  given  by  writers  as  characteristic  of  typhous 
and  typhoid  fevers  in  their  early  stages.  And  1  well  recollect  that  no 
little  circumstance  ever  pestered  or  even  provoked  me  more  than  the 
question,  always  sure  to  be  asked  by  every  body,  '•  What  kind  of  fever 
is  it  ?"  Nor  have  I  yet  forgotten  the  replies  which,  at  different  times,  I 
would  make  to  this  question  ;  such  as,  "  Why.  it  is  a  fever.  I  don't 
know  as  there  is  but  one  kind  of  fever."  "  Oh  !  it  is  a  kind  of  typhoid 
fever,  I  suppose."  "  Well,  as  to  that,  we  cannot  always  tell  in  the  fii-st 
stage  of  a  fever  what  li'ind,  in  particular,  it  will  prove  to  be ;"  and  so  on. 

1  w^ill  now  relate,  summarily  and  without  notes  (for  I  took  none)  what 
fell  under  my  observation  in  relation  to  fevers,  during,  mainly,  the  last  four 
months  of  the  last  year  ;  and  in  doing  this,  I  shall  present,  1  trust,  strong 
reasons  for  believing  that  it  was  the  remittent  fever  which  prevailed  in 
my  practice  during  that  time  ;  althiough,  at  the  same  time,  a  fever,  called 
typhus,  was  very  prevalent  in  other  places  within  30  miles  of  me. 

During  the  thne  above  mentioned,  there  occurred  in  this  town  (Ash- 
field)  among  about  1600  inhabitants,  nearly  50  cases  oi  fever,  without 
reckoning  cases  of  febrile  attack  which  were  followed  by  recovery  w  ithin 
two  or  three  days.  At  the  same  time  other  febrile  diseases  prevailed  to 
some  extent,  as  scarlatina,  dysenteiy,   pneumonia,  erysipelas,   and  two 
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oases  of  filial  piicrporal  [X'-ritoiiilis.  I  ;uti>iul(.(I  on  ;}8  of  llie  above  "  nearly 
50  "  cases,  and  also  on  8  eases  in  nei<^hl)onng  towns,  besides  seeing  a  few 
eases  under  the  care  of  other  physicians,  Tims  my  niunber  of  fev<'r 
cases  was  IG,  of  whom  15  wn;  diUtlnn  ()(  various  ag(.'S,  from  5  to  15 
years. 

Of  these  '1()  cases,  4    nre   now   d(Nid,  and   a  fifth   being  attacked  with 
general  |)eritonitis  before  she  was  fairly  convalescent,  and  nov/  having — so 
far  as  I  can  determine — chronic  gastritis,  I  fear  will  not  recover.     Of  tlu; 
4  fatal  cases,  '2  were  carried  off  by   periton(?al   inflammation.     In   one  of 
them,  ;i  m;m  aged  45,  the  peritonitis   comm(?nc(Kl   very  suddenly  after  lie 
had  had  febrile  symptoms  similar  to  my  other  fever  cases  for  three  or  fou'r 
days  ;  in  the  other,  a  boy  about  10,  after  having  been  convalescent  and 
running   about  the   house  and   door-yard  a  week  or  two.     Many  sudden 
(h'aths   from   peritonitis  have  occurred  in   this   region   since  the  erysipelas 
came  among  us  last  w  inter.     I  never  saw  the  like  before.     And  now  I  am 
about  it,  I  w  ill  relate  some  circumstances  connected  with  the  other  two  fatal 
cases,  though  I  did  not  intend  to  go  into  particulars.     One  of  them  was  a 
man  n<red   nearly  70.     At  first,  for  a  week  or  so,  he  took  Thomsonian 
medicines.      \hi  was   early   delirious,  or,  as   it  was  said,   "  crazy."     He 
had  recently   been  much   excited  on  the  subject  of  Millerism.     He  had 
several  "  fits  "  after  I  commenced  attending  on   him,  none  of  which  I 
witnessed,  but  should  say,  from  descriptions  given  by  attendants,  that  they 
were  of  an  epileptic  character.     The  fourth  fatal  case  was  that  of  a  fine, 
healthy  girl,  aged   15   years.     Unfortunately,  as  I  think,  before  she  came 
under  my  care  she  went  through  a  sort  of  Thomsonian  course,  including 
an   emetic  with  cayenne,  follow^ed   by  "  composition,"  which   also  con- 
tains cayenne  and  other  articles  of  a  heating  nature.     At  any  rate,  such 
decided  symptoms  of  pneumonia  presented   that  I  bled  to  the  amount  of 
six  or  seven  oimces  in  the  sitting  posture,  which  much  improved  the  pulse 
without  causing  but  a  slight  faintishness.     A  pretty  firm,  buffy  coat  fomi- 
ed  upon  the  blood,  and  I  gave  antimony  for  24  hours.     The  symptoms 
of  pneumonia  were  soon  removed,  but   the  brain  ere  long  became  heavily 
congested,  and  the  power  of  deglutition  and  of  speech  became  very  much 
impaired,  w  bile  the  patient  still   appeared  to  retain  her  senses.     This  pa- 
tient had  long  suffered  great  anxiety  for  her  only  brother  (and  she  was 
the  only  daughter  of  a  widowed  mother)   and  another  member  of  the 
family  who  still  lay  sick  with  the  fever.     She  took  to  her  bed  on  the  4th, 
and  died  on   the    16th   of  December — of  course  after  cold   weather  had 
commenced. 

The  two  last-mentioned  and  fatal  cases  were  about  tlie  only  ones  among 
my  patients  in  whom  I  discovered  anything  like  dark  sordes  about  the 
mouth  ;  nor  in  these  was  the  mouth  dry  and  hJack,  as  I  have  seen  in 
some  cases  of  ivintcr  fever.  But  in  the  month  of  October  I  saw  a  pa- 
tient, in  North  Adams,  a  few  hours  before  she  died,  with  such  a  mouth. 
She  had,  however,  been  visited  only  by  Thomsonians,  and  had  not  taken 
a  purgative  or  even  a  laxative  during  her  sickness.  At  the  sane  time 
and  place  I  saw  3  or  4  other  fever  cases,  under  the  care  of  physicians^ 
which  appeared  similar  to  the  Ashfield  cases. 
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As  a  cener.il  tliiiiir,  the  nervous  system  in  my  cases  was  Init  slli^htly 
afFec-t.  l1.  At  first  a  head-ache  for  a  day  or  two,  and  then  no  more  com- 
plaint about  the  head.  Not  more  than  I  patient  in  6  was  ever  decidedly 
delirious  In  any  part  of  the  24  hours.  Yet  some  of  the  non-delirious  cases 
were  severe  and  tedious,  havini^  copious  bloody  stools,  and  causing  me  much 
anxiety.  I  believe  that  all  those — 6  or  7  in  town — who  purged  blood, 
recovered.  To  such  I  gave  small,  repeated  doses  of  spirits  of  turpentine, 
shaken  in  a  bottle  with  infusion  of  flax  seed ;  and  1  was  very  slow  in 
giving  laxatives.  In  some  cases  in  which  diarrhoea  was  a  troublesome 
symptom,  this  turpentine  mixture  proved  more  successful  than  other  reme- 
dies which  had  been  tried,  such  as  hyd.  cum.  creta,  with  Dover's  powder, 
chalk  mixture,  Sec. 

1  cannot  say  that  I  daily  examintnl  all,  or  any,  of  my  patients  for  pete- 
chise  ;  but  1  had  them  in  mind,  often  looked  for  them,  and  often  had  oc- 
casion to  see  the  abdomen  and  odier  parts  of  the  body,  for  other  purposes  ; 
but  in  no  case  did  1  discover  any  kind  of  petechia,  nor  did  I  ever  hear 
anything,  so  far  as  I  can  recotlect,  about  spots  or  "  humoi-s  "  from  any  of 
the  attendants. 

1  observed  that  nearly  all  my  patients  had  chills  and  perspirations  more 
or  less  marked  at  various  times  throughout  their  sickness.  Many  sweat 
quite  too  much.  1  was  far  more  troubled  by  perspirations,  which,  to  ap- 
pearance, only  served  to  weaken  the  patient,  than  by  dryness  of  the 
skin.  In  two  cases  of  adults,  the  paroxysmal  character  of  the  fever  was 
so  marked  that  the  most  stupid  observer  could  not  mistake  it  for  anything 
but  the  remittent,  unless,  indeed,  he  should  regard  it  as  the  intei-mittent ; 
for  these  patients  had  the  most  decided  paroxysms  of  chills,  heat  and 
sweating  every  '24  or  48  houi-s,  and  always,  I  believe,  in  the  night. 
These  were  slighter  cases.  They  would  be  about  the  house  every  day. 
But  they  occurred  in  families  where  others  were  down  with  fever ;  and 
ihey  hung  along,  weak  and  without  appetite,  for  three  or  four  weeks,  and 
were  finally  benefited  by  quinine,  one  of  them  very  decidedly  so. 

No  pungent  heat  of  skin  in  any  case.  No  red  eyes.  The  urine  was 
generally  of  a  high  color,  and  often  there  was  iiritation  and  difficulty  in 
voidin"-  it.  In  a  few  cases,  even  where  the  head  was  not  much  affected, 
catheterism  had  to  be  resorted  to.  In  such,  muriate  of  ammonia  with 
camphor  appeared  to  be  beneficial. 

As  for  pains  in  the  loins  and  limbs,  gastric  distress,  bilious  derange- 
ment, diarrhoea,  nausea  and  vomiting,  thii^st  for  cold  and  acid  drinks,  tym- 
panitis, &;c.,  I  witnessed  enough  of  them  ;  but  I  place  little  reliance  on 
ihese  in  determining  die  nature  of  the  fever.  The  pulse  in  adults  was 
more  frequently  below  than  above  100.  In  some,  at  times,  below  the 
natural  standard.  In  several  cases  the  duration  of  the  disease  was  five,  six 
and  even  seven  weeks  before  convalescence — which  was  generally  quite 
slow — was  fairly  established.  In  several  protracted  cases,  in  adults  as 
well  as  in  children,  there  came  on  an  aphthous  appearance  of  the  mouth 
and  fauces.  I  believe  that  all  such  recovered.  In  several,  also,  a  sore 
throat  came  on  in  the  decline  of  the  fever.  But  die  points  to  which  I 
wish  more  particularly  to  call  attention,  are  : — 
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1st.  A  A^ver  occumiiL,^  annually  in  the.  fall  ol"  ihc  year,  and  in  a  re;;^ion 
wIktc  fevers  in  any  other  part  ol'  tlu;  year  an;  very  rare. 

i2(l.   A  fever  wliie.h  prevails  amonc;  children  as  well  as  adults. 

3d.  A  fever  in  which  ihi'  nervous  system  is  generally  but  slightly 
affected. 

4th.  A  fever  in  which  red  spots  and  livid  petechiae,  if  existing  at  all, 
must  be  extremely  rare  ;  and  in  whieh  a  dry,  dark  state  of  the  mouth  is 
rarely  s(vn — more  fre(|uently  an  aphthous  app(3arance. 

5th.  A  fever  in  which  the  urine  is  generally  of  a  high  color;  and  I 
might  add — and  the  iiict  is  so  important  I  will  add  it  here — a  fever  in  a 
few  cases  of  which  th(M'e  are  many  and  free  bilious  stools,  without  benefit 
to  the  i)ali(^nt,  and  still  lew  cases,  yet  some,  in  which  such  stools  are  con- 
nected w  ith  a  deep  and  universal  jaundice,  (mding  fatally  ;  and, 

Finally,  A  fever,  in  Ti  few  of  the  cases  of  which  (and  these  cases  oc- 
currintj;  in  connection  as  to  time  and  place  with  other  cases),  the  re- 
mittent character  is  most  obvious  ;  and  in  most  cases  of  which  cold  spells, 
shiverings,  heats  and  sweats,  may  be  detected,  if  duly  inquired  after,  at 
various  times  during  the  disease. 

As  to  the  treatment,  I  have  but  little  to  say  that  is  worthy  of  being 
said.  Among  all  my  patients,  I  prescribed  but  three  emetics.  I  did  not, 
on  the  whole,  form  any  very  high  opinion  of  quinine,  though  I  did  not 
try  it  in  doses  of  more  than  from  one  to  three  grains. 

To  jump  to  the  conclusion  of  this  paper,  I  wish  the  country  physicians 
of  New  England  would  direct  their  attention  next  fall — for  they  will 
meet  with  lots  of  fever  in  the  fall,  I  have  no  doubt  of  it — to  the  Remit- 
tent Fever. 

Why  should  not  a  modified  form  of  the  remittent  fever  prevail  among 
us  ?  Are  we  not  subjected  to  a  degree  of  the  same  influences,  causes, 
or  materials,  which  are  supposed  to  give  rise  to  the  intermittent  and  re- 
mittent fevers  of  the  South  and  West  ?  Have  we  not  woods  and  marshes, 
ponds,  pools  and  puddles,  heavy  rains  and  hot  suns — in  short,  do  we  not 
live  and  move  in  an  atmosphere  partially  loaded  with  the  unknown  some- 
thing which  is  supposed  to  arise  from  the  decomposition  of  vegetable  and 
animal  substances?  Charles  Knowlton. 

Ashfield,  Mass.,  Feb.  6th,  1845. 


DR.    COOK   ON   THE   ORIGIN   OF   VACCINA. 

[Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. — Concluded  from  page  55.] 

Arraykd  against  the  evidence  presented  by  these  experiments  and  ob- 
servations, has  been  a  party,  at  the  head  of  which  has  been  Dr.  George 
Gregory,  of  London,  physician  to  the  Smallpox  Hospital,  and  who  for 
the  last  twenty  years  has  had  good  opportunities,  if  not  the  best  of  any 
man  living,  for  observing  the  nature  and  influence  of  vaccina  in  protect- 
ing against  variola.  As  early,  however,  as  1833,  M.  Gerardin,  in  a  re- 
port to  the  French  Academy  of  Medicine,  stated  that  experiments  had 
recently  been  instituted    "  at  Alfort  for  the   purpose   of  ascertaining   the 
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dcciiracy  of  Dr.  Soiulerland's  conclusions,"  and  that  they  "  were  most 
Uaravonihle.  In  vuiti  cows  were  kept  covered  with  th(.'  bed  sheets,  &cc., 
ot"  variolous  patients.  No  results  ever  Iblluwed,  indieatin<^  tlie  tnuismission 
of  any  disease,  and  as  the  experiments  that  liave  been  performed  in  Eng- 
land (1833)  and  Italy  have  been  ecjually  nugatory,"  continues  M.  Gerar- 
din,  ''  we  are  bound  to  discredit  all  die  premises  on  which  Dr.  Sonder- 
iand  has  founded  his  theory  of  identity  of  variolous  and  vaccine  poisons.'* 

M.  Fiard,  in  the  same  report,  stated  that  \\v.  had  inoculated  eleven 
Cows  with  th(^  matter  of  i^enuine  variolous  pustules,  as  they  occur  in  the 
iiuman  body,  without  beiui^  able  to  communicate  any  disease  ;  that  he 
had  been  anxious  to  repeat  the  experiments  of  Dr.  Sonderland,  but  as 
■they  had  already  been  tried  at  Alfort  without  success,  he  thought  it  un- 
necessary to  <j;o  over  the  same  irround.  M.  Fiard  concludes,  from  his  re- 
searches, that  vaccina  is  a  disease  purely  "  vaccal  "  or  peculiar  to  the  con- 
stitution of  the  cow. 

Dr.  GreiTory  says  (Braithwaite,  Part  2,"  p.  60,  American  Ed.  from  Edin. 
Med.  and  Suri;-.  Journal  for  Oct.  1840),  "  Now  as  to  the  real  pathology 
of  vaccination,  Jenner's  theory  must  be  given  up,  viz.,  that  co\vj)ox  is 
Tjnly  smallpox  in  its  mildest  and  most  original  form  ;  that  a  man  has  cow- 
pox  now  instead  of  smallpox,  which  he  had  formerly  ;  that  smallpox  oc- 
curring after  cowpox  is  analogous  to  smallpox  after  smallpox.  These 
three  positions,  the  foundations  of  Jenner's  notions,  are,  I  believe,  entirely 
groundless  and  imaginary.  The  true  pathology  of  vaccination  is  alto- 
gether ditferent."  "  Vaccination  has  the  extraordinary  power  of  giving 
to  the  liuman  body  tlie  singular  property  of  resistance  to  the  variolous 
effluvium.  Vaccination  is  not  smallpox,  but  just  the  reverse — the  antago- 
nist principle."  "  Jenner  set  us  all  so  wrong  by  his  term  variola  vac- 
cina, that  it  is  really  difficult  to  get  out  of  the  false  (because  so  well- 
beaten)  track.  If  he  had  wanted  a  short  expressive  term  it  should  have 
been  vaccina  antivariolosa.^^ 

In  a  paper  presented  to,  and  published  in  the  transactions  of  the  Royal 
Medical  and  Chirurgical  Society,  Tx)ndon,  for  1841,  Dr.  Gregory,  after 
alluding  to  the  opinion  of  Jenner  and  the  experiments  of  Mr.  Ceely, 
states,  as  the  sum  of  our  present  evidence  on  this  subject,  that,  "  The 
diseased  productions  of  the  cow,  possessing  die  property  of  transplanta- 
tion to  the  human  system,  of  causing  diere  a  similar  disease,  and  after- 
wards protecting  it  '  to  a  certain  extent '  from  smallpox,  may  be  pro- 
duced in  diat  anunal  in  four  modes." 

1.  ''  They  are  generated  spontaneously  in  the  cow,  under  certain  cir- 
cumstances of  soil,  season  and  locality.  Such  diseased  secretions  are 
often  met  widi  in  cows  soon  after  parturition  in  the  spring  season,  and 
when  feeding  upon  young  grass.  But  they  arise  also  spontaneously 
from  other  and  less  known  causes,  and  the  disorder  spreads  like  other 
epizootic  maladies.  It  was  this  form  of  vaccine  disease  which  Jenner 
chieHy  studied." 

2.  "•  The  very  same  malady,  developing  the  very  same  morbid  secre- 
tions, is  often  observed  to  spread  by  contagion  ;"  that  is,  carried  from  the 
teats  of  one  cow  and  applied  to  the  teats  of  another  by  the  milker. 
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'^.  "Tho  same  morbid  sccrcrion,  possessed  of  iIk^  sam<'  (iii:diti<'S,  may 
ho  rnMiucntly  ^(MKM'atcd  in  \\\o  teats  of  the  cow  l)y  the  applicalioii  to  tliem 
of  the  matter  ioniuMl  l)y  the  heel  of  ih(!  liorse  when  :i(]i'eted  with  the  dis- 
order eahcMl  h)  larriers  (lie  _if/X7/.vc."  Tlie  iii;ilier  of  njrcascj  may  be 
transfeiTed  directly  to  man,  and,  without  passiiiir  throu^di  the  row,  possess 
all  die  anti-variolons  (jnalilles  of  llie  <riiiirme  vaecine  lymph. 

4.  "  Th(^  sam(^  morbid  serfetion  may  be  produeed  by  relro-vneeinatin^ 
the  cow,  though  the  lymph  shall  hav(;  been  huinani'/ed  for  a  pi  riod  of 
twenty  yi^ars. 

5.  ''To  diese  fonr  modes  of  (3Xciting  this  morbid  secrelion  in  the  cow, 
Mr.  C(H3ly's  experiments  have  added  a  fifth.  He  has  shown  thnt  the 
sanu^  eftect  follows  the  application  to  the  mucons  surface  of  tlu;  cow  of  the 
matter  of  human  smallpox  ;  a  local  secretion  is  duis  produced,  identical 
in  all  its  projXM'ties  wiUi  that  which  arises  from  a  constitutional  and  feb- 
rile disturbanc(;  in  the  cow's  system,  from  contagion,  from  the  matter  oi 
grease,  or  the  long  humanized  vaccine  virus." 

"  When  we  consider,"  adds  Dr.  Gregory,  "  that  five  modes  of  j^ro- 
ducing  this  morl)id  secretion  in  the  cow^  are  now  known  to  exist,  it  is  not 
unreasonable  to  suppose  that  others  may  be  hereafter  discovered.  In  this 
state  of  our  knowledge,  then,  surely  we  cannot  be  justified  in  assuming 
the  fifth  and  last  discovered  of  the  whole,  as  the  most  important,  and  as 
affording  the  true  clue  to  the  mystery  of  vaccine  protection.  We  should 
reflect  that  Mr.  Ceely's  experiments  have  entirely  set  aside  Dr.  Jenner's 
notion  that  vaccina  was  the  primitive  or  original  poison,  which  time  and 
fortuitous  circumstances  had  aggravated  into  the  malignant  or  secondary 
form  which  we  call  smallpox.  They  have  proved  (if  indeed  they  have 
any  bearing  on  the  intimate  nature  of  these  poisons)  that  smallpox  is  the 
primary,  and  cowpox  the  secondary,  form." 

Again,  in  remarkiijg  upon  the  experiments  of  Mr.  Ceely  and  odiers, 
Dr.  Gregory  says,  "  1  would  rather  deduce  from  these  experiments  and 
observations  the  conclusion  at  which  Mr.  Greaser,  of  Bath,  arrived,  Janu- 
ary, 1801,  viz.,  that  a  morbid  poison  applied  to  different  animals  ])roduces 
not  a  similar  and  specific,  but  the  disease  to  which  the  animal,  from  con- 
stitution and  structure,  is  predisposed.  Equine  matter,  long  humanized 
vaccine  lymph,  variolous  matter,  each  when  a])plied  to  the  vessels  ol  the 
cow  develope  vaccina.  The  constitution  of  the  cow  converts  die  vario^ 
lous  and  equine  miasm  into  the  vaccine  miasm,  in  the  same  way  as  the 
v^accine  fluid  is  secreted  under  several  forms  of  feverish  excitement. 
Other  facts  might  be  mentioned  which  militate  against  tlie  theory  of 
identity.  If,  for  instance,  a  child  is  inoculated  for  smallpox,  some  days 
after  casual  infection,  the  diseases,  locally  and  constitutionally  excited, 
coalesce  and  unite,  producing  an  effect  on  the  body.  But  if  a  child  be 
vaccinated  some  days  after  exposure  to  variolous  infection,  the  two  dis- 
eases do  not  coalesce  or  hybridize.  Each  preserves  its  separate  and  spe- 
cific character.  In  October,  1800,  this  actually  happened  at  the  small- 
pox hospital.  A  child,  who  had  been  exposed  to  tlie  infecUon  of  small- 
pox, w^as  vaccinated.  Both  diseases  advanced.  A  lancet,  charged  with 
lymph   from  the  vaccine  vesicle,  produced  cow-pox.     Another   lancet, 


76  Origin  of  Vaccina. 

chartred  with  matter  from  a  variolous  pustule, /ormec/  ivithin  ihc  vaccine 
areolce,  communicated  smallpox."  "  On  all  these  grounds,  1  denuir  to  the 
theory  ot"  identity,  and  hold  that  smallpox:  and  cowpox  are  antagonist  af- 
fections ;  that  cowpox,  instead  of  heiui^^  as  Ur.  iiaron  muinlains,  of  a 
variolous,  is  in  fact  of  an  anti-variolous  nature." 

Such  is  the  condictini^  testimony  of  those  at  present  ent^a'^ed  in  inves- 
tigating the  origin  of  vaccina.  Without  intending  to  enter  upon  the 
storm  of  controversy,  the  waves  of  which  constandy  tossed  those  early 
engaged  in  this  investigation,  and  which  have  been  again  slin*ed  up  by 
the  more  extended  obsiM'vations  of  the  last  fifteen  years,  by  the  experi- 
ments of  Di-s.  Sonderland  and  Martin,  and  Mr.  Ceely,  it  may  not  be  im- 
proper, in  a  paper  of  this  character,  to  endeavor  to  clear  away  the  mists 
that  obscure  the  subject,  and  see  what  trudis  are  developed,  as  well  as 
what  false  conclusions  have  been  drawn  from  them. 

One  great  and  important  question  may  be  considered  as  settled  by 
them,  or  at  least  rendered  so  probable,  that  even  the  champion  of  the  op- 
posite side  of  the  question,  yields  it,  i.  e.,  that  whatever  may  be  the  na- 
ture of  that  secretion  from  the  cow  called  vaccina,  and  which,  by  being 
transferred  to  the  human  system,  gives  to  it  a  more  or  less  perfect  im- 
munity from  smallpox,  it  can  be  produced  in  the  cow  by  inoculation  with 
variolous  matter.  This  is  the  great  practical  question  at  issue  ;  and 
however  many  other  sources  of  vaccina  may  already  be  known,  or  may 
be  discovered  hereafter,  this  discovery  puts  into  the  hand  of  man  an  un- 
failing source  of  the  vaccine  virus  as  long  as  a  necessity  for  its  use  shall 
continue. 

Yet,  though  variolous  matter  may  be  the  cause  of  that  secrc^tion  in  the 
cow  which  we  recognize  under  the  name  of  vaccine  virus,  it  does  not  by 
any  principle  of  logic  follow  that  the  two  matters  are  identical.  In  their 
lelation  to  each  other  they  are  cause  and  effect — the  poisonous  matter 
product  d  by  a  disease  in  an  animal  of  one  genus,  operating  upon  the  sys- 
tem of  an  animal  of  another  genus ;  and  though  this  matter,  w  hen  ope- 
rating upon  a  system  of  the  same  kind  of  that  which  produced  It,  may 
produce  matter  like  itself,  as  by  a  species  of  generation,  yet  it  does  not 
necessarily  follow  diat  matter  identical  with  its(*lf  should  be  produced  by 
its  operation  on  animals  ot  another  kind.  Indeed,  so  far  as  we  should 
draw  our  conclusions  frt)m  analogy,  an  identity  of  this  character  could 
not  be  expected.  Accordingly,  when  du^  vaccine  matter  is  brought 
back  to  the  human  system,  is  such  an  identity  evinced  by  its  operation  ? 
True,  we  may  be  said  to  see  something  of  a  similarity  of  character  in  the 
restored  progeny,  but  do  we  discover  any  features  by  which  we  could 
recognize  the  stranger  from  ever  so  intimate  an  acquaintance  with  the 
parent  ?  The  one  we  have  learned  to  dread  from  its  violence  and 
danger ;  the  other  we  find  mild,  and  never,  when  uncomplicated,  danger- 
ous. The  one  can  be  communicated  by  inoculation  and  infection,  the 
odier  only  by  inoculation.  The  one  is  readily  communicated  when  the 
matter  of  its  pock  is  in  a  purulent  state,  the  other  with  facility  only  when 
it^  virus  is  limpid  ;  incongruities  sufficient  in  number  and  importance,  one 
vvould  diink,  to  destroy  even  the  appearance  of  an  approach  to  identity. 
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Nor  is  tlic  idea  alroiid)  (jiiolcd  from  Dr.  Grc^^ory,  lliat  llio  two  diseases 
do  not,  like  smalljwx  constitutional  and  inoeulated,  coalesce  or  hybridize, 
inapposite  as  an  evidence  a<j;ainst  their  identity.  If,  after  exposure  to  small- 
pox, a  jierson  he  inoculated  l"oi"  the  same,  thoui^h  tin;  poison  is  thus  made 
to  enter  the  svstem  through  dillcrent  inlets,  yet,  hein;^  id(Mitieul,  hut  one 
set  ol  ph(Mi()m(Mia  is  presented.  The  local  impressions,  thouiijlit  they 
miii;ht  he  diilerent  in  tlie  seventy  of  their  constitutional  imj)ression,  now 
coalesc(\  and  we  are  presented  with  th(i  aLr<rregate.  ]\ot  so,  however, 
where  the  vaccine  and  the  variolous  both  get  an  entrance  at  the' same 
lime  iiiio  ilic  human  system.  However  much  they  may  modify  the  se- 
veritv  of  each  other,  each  pres(nUs  its  own  peculiar  ])hen()ir)ena ;  they 
do  not  hybridize,  but  the  characteristics  of  each  are  distinctly  and  definitely 
exhibited. 

Cases  of  this  character,  sufficiently  numerous  and  well  authenticated, 
are  reported  through  the  various  periodicals  of  the  day.  Thus,  two  cases 
of  this  character  were  related  to  the  Westminster  Medical  Society  by 
Charles  Brooke,  Esq.  ;  and  during  the  discussion  arising  out  of  the  matter, 
''  Dr.  Reid  observed  that  he  had  seen  two  cases  in  which  cowpox  and 
smallpox  \n'Qc ceded  pari  passu  in  the  same  child  ;  and  Dr.  Gregory  had 
seen  similar  instances."  "  Mr.  Wells  said,"  also,  "  that  he  had  seen 
two  cases  in  which  the  cowpox  and  smallpox  progressed  to  maturity 
at  one  and  the  same  time,  in  the  same  patient.''* 

The  author  also  saw  a  case  of  this  character  while  a  student  of  medi- 
cine in  13*23.  The  smallpox  was,  at  the  time,  prevailing  extensively  at 
Stillwater,  where  an  individual,  who  supposed  he  had  had  smallpox  in  his 
infancy,  was  exposed  to  its  influence,  from  the  disease  having  attacked  seve- 
ral of  his  family.  On  the  arrival  of  his  mother,  he  learned  he  was  in  no 
way  protected.  He  was  now  immediately  vaccinated,  and  at  the  end  of 
five  days  a  minute  but  perfectly-formed  vesicle  was  discoverable.  That 
evening  violent  constitutional  symptoms  aytpeared,  and  the  next  day  but 
one  a  variolous  eruption  made  its  appearance,  which  progressed  as  usual 
— the  vaccine  disease  continuing  also,  distinctly  exhibiting  its  character- 
istic phenomena,  though  no  one  \\^as  vaccinated  with  lymph  from  this 
vesicle. 

Nor  is  a  spontaneous  origin  of  vaccina,  as  mentioned  by  Dr.  Gregory, 
improbable.  The  virus  that  generates  this  secretion  in  the  cow,  being, 
when  applied,  but  dead  or  non-vitalized  matter,  must  necessarily  owe  its 
peculiar  properties  to  chemical  couiposition.  We  may  easily  suppose  that 
contingences  may  frequently  arise  in  the  great  laboratory  of  nature,  giving 
rise  to  this  specific  composition.  Or,  what  is  more  probable,  that  under 
certain  states  of  pathological  action,  the  system  of  the  cow  produces  this 
specific  secretion,  capable  of  begetting  its  like  whenever,  under  favorable 
circumstances,  properly  applied  to  the  cow.  Whether  the  circumstances 
mentioned  by  Dr.  Gregory  are  those  under  which  the  disease  usually 
arises,  continued  observation  must  detennine. 

With  regard  to  its  origin  from  a  disease  of  the  horsfTs  heel,  the  pro- 
bability is  that  some  disease  of  the   horse    is  capable    of  gt^.nerating  this 

*  London  Lftucet  (Aiiier.  E<!.),  vol.  1.  18J2-43,  p.  359-60. 
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in  the  cow  ;  but  whether  this  disease  is  what  is  commonly  known 
to  tarriors  hy  thi;  name  of  /rrease,  or  is  some  otlier  form  of  (lisease  that 
has  been  mistaken  for  it,  will  at  this  time  be  extremely  (iilhcult  satisfac- 
torily to  ascertain  ;  and  indeed  it  is  more  a  question  of  philosophical  curi- 
osity than  of  real  utility,  as  a  similarity  of  character  presui)po.ses  an  iden- 
tity of  oriL^^in  ;  an<l  as  long  as  the  vaccine  disease  can  be  produced  by  in- 
ocidatin^^  die  cow  with  variolous  matter,  the  means  of  obtaining  it  will 
always  exist  contemporaneous  with  its  necessity. 

The  other  two  sources  of  the  vaccine  disease  mentioned  by  Dr.  Gre- 
gory, viz.,  by  communication  from  one  cow  to  another,  through  the  means 
of  contact  of  the  virus,  with  some  portion  of  an  abraded  surface  of  the 
healthy  cow  ;  or  by  the  same  process  with  humanized  vaccine  lyin[)h 
(what  has  been  called  retro-vaccination),  cannot  properly  be  considered 
as  primitive  sources  of  the  lymph,  but  only  as  secondary  or  mere  means 
of  its  continuation. 

Tt  may  therefore  be  inferred,  from  the  experiments  above  referred  to, 
that,  I,  Vaccina  is  produced  in  the  cow  by  variolous  matter,  a  cii-cum- 
stance  that  accounts  for  the  rarity  of  the  disease  in  the  cow  since  the 
general  substitution  of  vaccination  for  variolous  inoculation.  2,  That 
though  vaccina  is  produced  by  smallpox,  it  is  not  smallpox,  nor  can  its 
virus  be  considered  identical  with  the  variolous  matter. 


DR.    ALCOTTS    EXPERIMENTJ^   ON    DRINKS. 

To  th3  E  litoi-  of  tlis  Boston  Medical  and  Snrgical  Journal. 

Sir, — Whatever  the  motive  which  dictated  the  inquiry  of  your  corres- 
pondent, concerning  certain  medical  experiments  to  w  hich  he  alludes,  I 
am  perfectly  willing  to  comply  with  your  invitation,  and  give  a  brief  ac- 
count, both'  of  the  experiments  and  their  results.  And  1  am  the  more* 
willing  to  do  this,  because  I  know  of  no  instance  in  which  the  objects  of 
an  experimenter  have  been  so  much  misunderstood. 

Let  me  say,  then,  in  the  outset,  that  I  did  not  begin  with  a  new^  theory, 
and  then  endeavor  to  make  my  experiments  establish  that  theory.  1  did 
not  believe,  with  some  of  our  trans- Atlantic  medical  brethren,  that  man  is 
not  a  drinking  animal.  1  believed  at  that  time — I  have  believed  it  ever 
since — that  pure  water  may  be  usefully  applied  to  the  skin  and 
to  the  mucous  membranes,  in  neail)'  their  w  hole  extent,  every  day  of 
our  lives. 

But  I  did  not  believe — I  do  not  now^ — that  a  lieaUhful  thirst  would 
require  us  to  swallow^  w^ater  or  any  other  liquid  at  the  rate  of  several  gal- 
ions,  or  even  several  quarts,  a  day.  1  did  not  believe  in  the  prevailing 
doctrine — the  common-sense  doctrine,  as  some  would  even  call  it — ol  the 
community,  that  we  must  drink  enormous  quantities  of  water  or  some 
mher  liquid,  in  hot  weather,  to  su])ply  the  w  aste  induced  by  perspiration. 
Profuse  perspiration  in  hot  weather  is,  to  a  very  great  extent,  an  effect  of 
over-indulgence  in  drinking  to  cool  ourselves,  or  to  gratify  a  morbid  thirst 
induced  by  improper  food  or  other  causes.     He  who  obeys  all  the  laws  of 
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licallh,  and  has  no  other  thirst  than  a   natural  one,  will  n!(|iiire  compara- 
tively little  drink,  and  will  seldom,  il'  ever,  |)er.sj)ire  violently. 

My  first  experiment  hi'i^an  in  Au^^nsl,  1810,  and  ended  in  May,  IHll. 
It  continued  nine  months  and  ninetei-n  days,  liut  as  it  did  not  include 
all  the  sununer  months,  I  was  led  to  repc  ai  it.  Accordini^ly,  I  inadt^  a 
second  experiment,  which  lasted  from  Jan.  1,  1812,  to  Jan.  I,  181'] — 
and  indeiul  finally  extended  to  March  2d  of  the  same  year. 

There  was  nothing  very  strikini;  in  tlui  physiological  eifects  of  either 
of  these  experiments.  My  appetite  was  ij^ood,  my  sleep  quiet,  and  all 
the  secretions  and  excretions  nearly  as  usual.  The  persj)iration  was,  it  is 
truiN  more  uniform  than  at  other  tim(\s.  During  the  second  experiment 
1  lahored  a  part  of  the  summer  at  hay-makini^  with  other  laborers.  Even 
then  I  perspired  as  moderately,  almost  so,  as  in  midwinter — and  conse- 
quently had  little  more  thirst.  Indeed,  1  can  truly  say  that  I  had  less  thirst, 
duriniij  both  these  ex})eriments,  than  durinir  any  other  periods  equally  lon<i; 
■of  my  whole  life.  At  the  close  of  the  first  experiment  I  weighed  about 
ten  or  twelve  pounds  more  than  usual  ;  but  there  was  no  change,  during 
the  second,  which  was  perceptible. 

My  diet,  during  these  experiments,  was  such  in  general  as  it  has  been  for 
about  fifteen  years  past  ;  fruit  and  bread  (often  fruit  alone)  at  breakfast ; 
potatoes,  rice,  fruit  or  bread,  or  a  proportion  of  each  of  these,  at  noon  ; 
and  bread  alone  at  night.  1  never  use  much  liquid  food  ;  but  I  used  less 
than  usual  diu'ing  these  experiments.  I  do  not  suppose  I  used  a  quart  a 
month  of  milk,  gruel,  bread,  coffee,  &lc. — probably  not  half  that  small  quan- 
tity. My  fruit  and  vegetables  supplied  my  system  with  water  ;  besides,  I 
had  little  to  do  with  mixing  medicine  with  my  food.  I  doubt  whether  I 
used  as  great  an  amount  of  condiment  of  any  kind  during  the  whole  of  both 
periods,  as  many  persons  use  in  a  single  week.  But  there  was  no  depar- 
ture, in  this  respect,  from  my  usual  practice.  1  never  taJce  medicine,  unless 
I  am  sick. 

One  result  is  worth,  to  me,  all  the  pains  of  the  experiment.  At  the 
end  of  the  second  period,  viz.,  Jan.  1,  1843,  being  at  liberty  to  drink  if 
I  chose,  I  resolved  not  to  drink  until  I  was  thirsty ;  but  whenever  thirst 
should  arise,  to  gratify  it.  1  had  no  occasion  for  drink  till  March  2d, 
and  consequently  drank  nothing  till  that  time — thus  extending  the  period 
of  the  experiment  to  fourteen  months.  What  could  illustrate  more  strongly 
the  power  of  habit  ? 

I  will  only  add  that  from  that  time  to  the  present,  as  well  as  for  several 
years  before,  1  have  found  it  difficult  to  get  up  a  motive  sufficiently  pow- 
erful to  induce  me  to  use  as  much  water,  daily,  as  my  judgment  would 
dictate  to  be  useful.  Often,  I  do  not  think  of  drinking  for  several  days 
or  weeks  in  succession,  unless  some  one  reminds  me  of  the  omission.  Yet 
few  men  enjoy  more  of  this  world's  happiness — so  far  as  health  is  con- 
cerned— than  myself.  My  power  of  endurance — aue.  and  everything 
else,  considered — was  never  so  great  in  my  life  as  at  the  present  moment, 
and  can  hardly  be  exceeded  by  any  person  at  any  age. 

If  I  have  not  satisfied  your  physioloirieal  inquirers,  I  shall  be  glad  to 
say  more  at  another  time.     If  the  experiments  I   have  made  are  worth 
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anythlni(  to  the  world,  1  shall  iiKvays  he  tflad  to  communicate  pailiculai-s 
concerniii!^  them.     I  ohjectoiily  to  tlirowiiig  pearls  hetbie  swiiK? — (jr,  what 
is  equivaltnt   to  so  doing,  making  more  puhlic  than  is  necessary,  a  mat- 
ter whith  most  people  either  cannot  or  will  not  correctly  api)rehend. 
Harrfurd,  Feb.  15,  1H45.  Yours  tiTily,  VVm.  A.  Alcott. 


ON  THE    PREVAILING    INFLUENZA   IN    PHILADELPHIA. 

By  James  Bryan,  M.D. 

The  e})idemic  which  has  })revailed  during  the  greater  part  of  December 
and  the  present  month,  presents  several  features  of  interest  to  the  medi- 
cal inquirer.  The  fii-st  symptoms  of  its  approach  are  a  slight  chill,  or  the 
sensation  of  creeping  along  the  spine,  widi  cold  feet  and  cold  hands.  At 
the  same  lime  a  pain,  sometimes  very  severe,  is  experienced  in  the  lumbar 
region,  giving  the  sensation  of  "  slipping  or  loosening  of  the  joint."  Occa- 
sionally these  symptoms  are  accompanied  or  followed  by  vomiting,  and 
very  considerable  gastric  distress,  which  continues  from  an  hour  or  two  to 
twenty-four  or  thirty  hours.  The  throat  at  the  same  time  becomes  dry 
and  heated,  the  liiuces  feel  contracted,  and  a  quantity  of  tenacious  mucus 
is  discharged  with  difficulty.  The  tonsils,  especially  where  there  is  a  pre- 
disposition to  it,  are  enlarged  and  painful.  The  pain  very  frequently 
extends  to  the  parotid  region,  and  spreads  over  the  occipital  and  temporal 
regions  ;  and  in  one  bad  case  which  I  saw,  the  hemicrania  was  very  dis- 
tressing for  two  days. 

Almost  any  predisposition  in  the  system  is  very  much  excited ;  pul- 
monary affections  are  most  of  them  made  worse,  particularly  in  children, 
numbers  of  wdiom  have  been  cut  off  with  symptoms  of  croup  and  pul- 
monary engorgement.  One  case  of  chronic  epiphora  w  as  so  much  ag- 
gravated, that  intense  inflammation  attacked  the  lachrymal  sac,  which 
made  it  necessary  to  open  it,  and  antiphlogistic  measures  were  required 
for  its  reduction.  In  that  case  the  eye  became  involved,  and  suffered 
from  the  violence  of  the  inflammation. 

A  patient  subject  to  cardiac  irritation  w^as  attacked  with  severe  dysp- 
noea and  palpitation,  which  were  relieved  only  by  tlie  free  use  of  the 
lancet  and  the  tinct.  digitalis.  The  blood,  in  this  instance,  was  deeply 
cupped,  and  covered  with  a  heavy  huffy  coat. 

One  patient  during  the  attack  was  affected  w4th  a  slight  pleuritis,  which 
was  relieved  by  the  ordinary  treatment.  Great  debility,  and  geneml  pros- 
tration of  the  voluntary  powers,  almost  invariably  accompanies  the  dis- 
ease. It  lasts  from  tw^o  days  to  two  weeks  ;  and  the  patient  not  unfre- 
quently,  after  a  mild  attack  of  die  disease,  finds  himself  again  under  its  in- 
fluence, and  even  to  the  diird  or  fourth  time.  The  throat,  having  regain- 
ed its  healthy  condition,  will  suddenly  swell  up,  and  the  affection,  pre- 
viously considered  cured,  w^ill  appear  again  in  full  ibrce. 

The  pulse,  in  most  cases,  is  hard  and  corded,  the  respirations  difficult, 
and  the  tongue  is  covered  by  a  thick,  long  white  fur.  The  appetite  is 
variable.     In  some  cases  there  is  none  at  all ;  in  others  it  is  not  materially 
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alTcctcd.  Ill  most  cases  the  tliii-sl  is  considerable,  llie  patient  dcinanding 
continually  small  draui^hts  oi*  (;ol(l  water,  which  is  very  gral(!rul  to  the 
[)arclied  tln\)at  and  dcManired  stomach.  Tlic  Ixnvels  arc  most  commonly 
costive,  thouLi;h  not  always  so.  'i'lic  nr'mc  in  ilic  early  stages  is  very  high 
I'oloriul,  hnl  art(M\\  ards  variable. 

Tnatmcnt. — Aiuipblo^istics  were  generally  n(>cessary — cathartics  and 
mostly  laxati\(>s  ;  I  he  latter  in  some  cases  very  much  improved  by  the 
addition  of  I'ronj  one  (jnarler  lo  one  grain  of  calomel.  Dia))horetics,  ex- 
pectorants and  diuretics,  \s  (M'e  found  useful  in  the  did'enMit  stages  of  the 
disease.  Relapses  are  so  I'requent  that  care  should  be  taken  to  keep  the 
feet  warm  imd  dry,  avoid  long  fasting,  or  much  exposure  to  the  damp  and 
cold  air  w  hich  prevails.  The  winter,  so  far  (20th  of  January)  has,  with 
the  (exception  of  a  few  days  in  Decem])er,  been  a  succession  of  fine,  mild 
days,  ibllowed  by  wet,  rainy  weather  ;  the  latter  prevails  at  present. 

Medical  Examiner. 


SINGULAR   CAvSF,  OF   FATAL   INTRA-UTKRINE  IlyEMORRHAGE. 

Mr  Thompson  records,  in  the  Medical  Gazette,  the  case  of  a  female 
who,  having  previously  borne  twelve  children,  had  arrived  at  the  close  of 
the  ninth  month  of  pregnancy.  As  well  as  usual  during  the  day,  she 
passed  a  disturbed  night.  A  midwife,  sent  for  on  the  following  morning, 
ibund  labor  commenced,  and  the  presentation  natural.  The  patient 
gradually  became  exhausted,  and  died,  undelivered,  in  a  few  hours.  Ex- 
amined after  death,  the  uterus  was  found  to  be 

"  Very  large,  and  apparately  filling  the  whole  cavity  of  the  abdomen, 
])ressing  the  floating  viscera  strongly  upwards  and  backwards  ;  these  lat- 
ter had  a  very  bleached  appearance,  and  all  their  vessels  w^ere  empty. 
On  raising  the  fundus  of  the  uterus,  an  immense  quanthy  of  bloody  fluid 
rushed  from  the  vagina  ;  and  on  cutting  into  the  w  omb  (the  walls  of 
which  were  very  thin),  we  found  that  it  still  contained  more  than  two 
(juarts  of  fluid  and  grumous  blood,  mixed  with  large  coagula,  which  com- 
pletely surrounded  the  child,  enveloped  in  its  membranes  entire,  with  the 
head  in  the  brim  of  the  pelvis. 

"  The  placenta  was  wholly  detached  from  the  uterus,  but  the  place 
where  it  had  been  attached  was  evident  enough,  on  the  right  side  of  the 
w  omb,  below  the  fundus  ;  we  examined  this  part  very  narrowly,  but 
could  discover  nothing  unusual  in  its  appearance,  or  in  that  of  the  pla- 
centa."— London  Lancet. 
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Annivirsanj  of   the.  Jioston    Society  for   Medical    Lnprovciaent. — The 
members  of  this  Society,  with  invited  guests,  met  at  the  hospitable  house 
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ot  Dr.  Homaiis,  on  Thiir:<clay  evenintr,  Feb.  13tli,  wliere  the  tiiiic  was 
agreeaf)ly  passed  in  the  interclianire  of  those  civilities  and  kindnesses  of 
teelini(  uliich  should  always  exist  in  a  society,  the  members  of  which  are 
men  of  science  and  education,  and  entranred  in  a  hi({h  order  of  pursuits, 
rormerly,  the  Boston  Medical  Association  held  (juarterly  meetings,  which 
were  productive  of  the  happiest  efliects.  Physicians,  in  a  great  city,  being 
extremely  numerous,  become  jealous  of  each  other,  seltish,  and  finally 
distrustful,  and  not  unfroquently  vastly  underrate  each  other's  qualiiica- 
tions  and  standing,  unless  they  can  become  personally  acquainted.  The 
best  method  yet  discovered  of  maintaining  a  friendly  professional  inter- 
course, is  to  meet  occasionally  in  a  body.  But  medical  gentlemen,  as  do 
other  specimens  of  humanity,  require  some  relaxation  from  the  severity 
of  an  endless  train  of  thought,  reading  and  labor  ;  an  apology  for  some 
sort   of  business   that  will   brin«r  them   together,  is  better   than  nothing. 

rrii  o  _        to  '  _       to 

Iney  require  the  friction  of  an  occasional  jam  to  remind  them  of  the 
existence  of  other  beings,  constituted  like  themselves.  If  a  good  supper 
holds  out  more  charms  than  business  or  conversation  alone,  and  if  it  is 
the  only  way  in  which  a  punctual  attendance  can  be  insured,  we  are  de- 
cidedly h\  favor  of  the  measure.  With  such  a  troop  of  practitioners  as 
there  is  in  Boston,  they  must  either  sup  or  dine  together  oftener  than 
they  have  for  the  last  six  years,  or  they  will  have  but  an  imperfect  recol- 
lection of  each  other's  faces.  Were  it  not  for  the  annual  dinner,  the  Mas- 
sachusetts Medical  Society  would  be  very  poorly  attended  indeed.  The 
fact  is  admitted  by  the  sagest  members,  without  qualification.  Admit- 
ting, then,  that  friendship  is  found  in  the  stomach,  we  are  advocates  for 
exciting  it  into  periodical  activity. — Why  cannot  the  Boston  Association 
celebrate  something  in  the  course  of  this  present  winter  ? 


Study  of  Pathology  in  the  Parisian  Hospitals. — A  medical  friend, 
who  recently  left  Boston,  has  taken  up  his  residence  in  Paris,  where  he 
intends  remaining  about  two  years,  with  the  view  of  studying  pathology, 
more  particularly  than  other  branches  of  the  profession.  One  of  his 
recent  letters  to  his  father  contains  the  following  remarks.  "  I  am  get- 
ting somewhat  more  occupied  than  w^hen  1  last  wrote,  and  attend  regular 
courses  of  private  instruction  at  the  Hotel  Dieu,  La  Charite  and  the  Hos- 
pital for  Sick  Children.  The  latter  I  am  particularly  pleased  with.  You 
may  realize  the  advantages  which  such  a  ])lace  affords  to  a  student  in 
the  recognition  of  diseases,  when  I  tell  you  that  among  many  others,  1 
saw  several  children  in  a  row,  this  morning,  affected  respectively  with 
smallpox,  chickenpox,  hooping  cough  and  measles.  You  can  have  but 
little  idea  of  the  extent  of  these  hospitals,  without  visiting  them.  Stand- 
ing at  the  end  of  the  halls,  reminds  one  of  the  view  on  entering  Cluincy 
Hall  (Boston).  The  bedsteads  are  all  of  iron,  and  generally  surmounted 
by  an  iron  frame  on  which  hangs  a  white  curtain,  by  which  the  patient  is 
enabled  to  exclude  himself  completely  from  liis  neighbors.  The  beds 
are  separated  by  a  wide  space,  and  every  attention  seems  to  be  paid  to 
the  comfort  of  the  patients.  For  all  this,  implicit  obedience  is  required 
to  the  physician's  prescriptions.  In  cases  requiring  surgical  operation, 
it  is  left  to  the  option  of  the  patient  to  undergo  it  or  not.  The  alterna- 
tive is  to  leave  the  hospital.  We  are  allowed  very  full  examinations  of 
the  patients,  though  the  examination  ceases  when  they  declare  themselves 
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fatiirued  or  not  wc^ll  nioiii^rli  to  iiii(lcr(^n)  if.  Tlic  iii:iiii  olijcct  to  be  attain- 
ed ill  Paris  by  tlic  stiuloiil,  is  the  ability  to  distiiij^uisli  diseases,  or,  in 
medical  lanjruajnre,  to  l(>ani  diatrnosis.  Tiie  treatment  we  do  not  attend 
to  so  particularly,  altboUi,di  there  are  many  things  uliich  no  doubt  are 
valuable,  founded  as  they  art;  upon  tlit;  immense  field  here  offered  in  the 
wards  of  a  hospital." 

VvlIeiTc  of  P/ii/.<in'nns  and  »SV//'4'-/7;//s,  Ncir  York. — Witliout  ostentatious 
•display  or  any  extra  exertions  nnberomiii,^  the  di<rnity  of  a  jrreat  scientific 
institution,  the  CoIle«^e  of  Physicians  and  Sur(rcons  lias  maintained  the 
even  tenor  of  its  way,  till  its  meritorious  character  commands  both  the 
confidence  and  respect  of  the  public.  Its  prosperity  is  invoked  from  all 
quarters  by  multitudes  of  practitioners  who  were  educated  there.  At  pre- 
sent there  are  19'3  students  in  attendance.  At  the  close  of  the  term  in 
IS44,  fM  received  decrees.  Perlia])s  as  many  more  may  be  honored  the 
present  season.  The  museum,  laboratory,  medical  and  surgical  clinicjue, 
the  facilities  in  the  New  York  Hospital,  and  those  for  acquiring  a  know- 
ledixe  of  practical  obstetrics,  are  no  where  surpassed.  Anatomy  is  taught 
under  circumstances  of  peculiar  advantage  to  the  student,  from  the  facili- 
ties of  procuring  subjects.  In  a  word,  the  old  College  of  Physicians  and 
Surgeons  shines  with  undiminished  splendor.  Under  the  safe  management 
of  the  present  faculty,  men  of  tried  reputation,  may  its  influence  be  extended 
and  its  good  name  justly  appreciated. 


Lectures  on  Materia  Medica  in  Bowdoin  College. — For  some  years  past, 
we  are  informed,  the  course  of  lectures  on  Materia  Medica,  in  the  Medi- 
cal School  of  Maine,  has  been  given  by  a  professor  of  Mineralogy,  who 
never  studied  medicine,  and  who,  therefore,  one  would  naturally  suppose, 
was  as  unsuitable  as  possible  for  that  branch.  Were  the  Trustees  to  set 
the  Professor  of  Obstetrics  to  lecturing  before  the  class  on  mineralogy,  it 
would  not  be  more  absurd.  What  can  the  learned  gentleman  know  of 
the  operation  of  medicines?  If  the  whole  State  of  Maine  cannot  furnish 
a  suitable  person  for  that  department,  the  managing  powers  had  better 
send  abroad  for  one,  so  that  it  may  no  longer  be  a  reproach  to  the  school 
that  the  use  and  action  of  medicines,  in  that  otherwise  excellent  institu- 
tion, is  taught  by  a  person  who  never  gave  a  dose,  perhaps,  in  his  life  !  A 
recollection  of  the  fact  that  the  lecture  term  for  1845  has  just  commenced, 
brought  also  to  mind  this  singular  anomaly  in  the  faculty  organization. 


Improved  Trochar. — Dr.  McRuer,  of  Bangor,  Me.,  has  had  an  instru- 
ment made  by  Mr.  Hunt,  tiie  ingenious  manufacturer  of  surgical  cutlery 
in  this  city,  which  he  considers  of  considerable  importance.  It  is  essen- 
tially like  that  wurder-rojumitting,  lanret-armed  canula.,  which  the  abor- 
tionists handle  so  adroitly  of  late.  Dr.  McRuer's  observations  on  its  pe- 
culiar advantages  over  the  ordinary  trochar,  come  with  more  freshness 
than  would  a  description  from  another  source.  Besides,  he  is  a  gentleman 
of  sound  discretion,  whose  opinion  must  always  influence  those  who  have 
the  pleasure  of  knowing  him.  *'  The  important  advantage  of  this  in- 
strument over  the  common  trochar,"  says  Dr.  M.,  "  is  in  the  lancet- 
shaped  blade  ;  it  is  both  thin   and   sharp,  so  that  it  can  readily  be  kept  in 
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order  and  he  easily  introduced  witliout  usintr  that  degree  of  force  which 
en(hini;ers  the  safety  of  some  contained  organs — sucli  as  the  testicle  in 
hydrocele."  These  are  considerations  of  importance,  which  will  have 
their  proper  weight  with  operators.  Having  seen  the  specimen  Mr.  Jlunt 
has  tinished,  we  are  impressed  with  the  correctness  of  Dr.  McRner's  views. 


New  Eye  Speculum. — Dr.  Lewis  F.  Gallup,  of  Newport,  R.  1.,  has  in- 
vented a  new  instrument  for  keeping  the  eyelids  apart,  altogether  superior 
to  anything  before  known  to  oculists.  It  is  made  of  cross  bars,  like  calli- 
pers, with  peculiar  semi-elliptic  bows  at  one  extremity,  into  which  the  tarsi 
fit  admirably.  At  whatever  point  of  distention  they  are  set,  by  a  thumb 
screw,  there  they  remain.  With  this  speculum,  the  surgeon  requires  no 
assistance  whatev(;r  in  the  operation  for  strabismus,  as  the  instrument 
keeps  the  lids  in  any  position  designed,  without  much  inconvenience  to 
the  patient.  It  is  un  ingenious,  useful  contrivance,  which  every  operator 
on  the  eye,  we  apprehend,  would  value  exceedingly. 


Miller's  Principles  of  Surgery. — This  is  one  of  Messrs.  Lea  &l  Blan- 
chard's  elegant  reprints,  of  an  Edinburgh  work  on  the  Principhs  of  Sur- 
gery, by  James  Miller,  M.D.,  &c..  Professor  of  Surgery  in  the  University 
of  that  city.  The  author's  intention,  according  to  the  preface,  is  to  ex- 
hibit a  condensed  view  of  the  principles  of  the  healing  art.  He  therefore 
gives  the  public  the  essence  of  his  systematic  lectures  in  the  great  School 
of  Medicine  in  Edinburgh.  Simplicity  and  soundness  of  doctrine  are 
conspicuous.  Dr.  Miller  dedicated  this  volume  to  his  eminent  friend  Mr. 
Robert  Liston,  who  would  not  have  accepted  a  compliment  (^f  that  kind 
from  any  inferior  source.  The  work  is  divided  into  four  sections.  The 
third  treats  entirely  of  tumors — viz.,  the  benign,  malignant,  encysted, 
and  those  of  the  integuments,  mucous  membranes,  nerves,  and  bone.  Sec- 
tion fourth  embraces  the  management  of  wounds.  The  book  belongs  to 
that  class  of  surgical  writings  on  which  operators  always  rely  for  counsel 
and  advice,  and  is  therefore  a  desirable  acquisition  to  the  practitioner's 
library.     Messrs.  Ticknor  &  Co.  liave  it. 


Translation.^  of  Medical  Buolcs. — Several  new  works  from  the  French,  al- 
ready translated,  are  about  being  published,  which  will  be  sought  for,  it  is  ex- 
pected, with  much  avidity.  In  Boston  there  are  two  or  tliree  nearly  ready  for 
the  trade  ;  and  in  New  York  it  is  presumed  there  are  as  many  as  four  or  five. 
The  fewer  notes  which  the  translators  append,  the  better,  unless  the  object 
is  exclusively  to  make  the  author  more  clearly  understood.  It  begins  to 
be  suspected  that  the  note-making  business,  by  which  unknown  gentlemen 
of  quite  slender  attainments  occasionally  get  dragged  by  the  skirts  of  a 
foreign  writer  before  the  American  public,  is  a  kind  of  old  trick  that  has 
lost  its  charm. — As  fast  as  these  promised  volumes  make  their  appearance, 
the  reader  will  be  apprised  of  their  general  claims  and  character. 


Surgc7-y  of  Tumors. — Why  are  we  not  served  with  a  new  edition  of 
Dr.  Warren's  very  excellent  book  of  observations  on  this  important  sub- 
ject ?     Just  as  the  author  was  upon   the  point  of  visiting  Europe,  in  1837, 
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his  viiluablc  treatise,  so  crcditaMc  to  llic  surcrory  of  the  North,  made  its 
ai)j)earance.  Copies  wore  then  on  saU;  ;it  the  ho(.kstores,  hut  we  are  un- 
certain whether  it  can  now  he  liad  or  not.  Dr.  VVarrcn,  in  ei^rht  years, 
lias  (loul)tless  collected  a  great  amount  ol"  inij)ortant  niatt(!r,  that  initrht* 
l)e  added  to  that  which  has  already  api)eared  ;  and  in  revisinjr  for  anew  edi- 
tion, which,  it  strikes  us,  would  he  welcomed  hy  the  whole  hody  of  the 
])rolessiou,  in  the  lii^ht  of  a  practical  «ruide  of  unsurpassed  value,  we 
should  seriously  ohject  to  having  the  volume  diminished  in  the  amount  of 
its  contents;  there  is  no  danixer  of  having  too  much  upon  any  suhject  in 
operative  surgery  from  such  a  source. 

There  is  more  uncertainty  in  regard  to  the  general  management  of  tumors, 
than  miglit  at  first  thought  he  supposed.  They  are  too  frerpiently  considered 
the  appropriate  pickings  for  quacks,  who  dahhle  over  them  with  their  nos- 
trums till  the  patient  sinks  under  the  effects  of  persevering  ignorance. 
Some  surgeons,  of  good  repute,  are  in  the  hahit  of  giving  over  tumors 
that  do  not  yield  to  excision  at  the  onset,  to  the  tender  mercies  of  those 
tinkers  of  the  constitution,  who  take  under  their  own  charge  whatever  is 
ahandoned  hy  regular  practitioners. 

Dr.  Warren's  work  interfered  with  no  other  :  in  New  England  it  had 
an  advantage  over  any  system  extant,  from  the  circumstance  that  his  name 
and  reputation  for  accuracy  of  judgment  in  everything  relating  to  opera- 
tive surgery,  takes  the  highest  rank.  We  look  forward  with  interest  to  the 
time  when  another  edition,  enriched  by  the  details  of  his  greater  experi- 
ence, shall  be  given  to  the  world. 


CyclopcBdia  of  Practical  Meclicinc. — With  an  e.x:actness  that  excites 
the  particular  satisfaction  of  subscribers,  the  Nos.  of  this  work  make  their 
appearance  at  the  period  they  were  promised.  Ticknor  &l  Co.  have  the 
23d,  which  shows  the  enterprise  is  drawing  to  a  close.  Those  who  have 
hesitated  about  taking  a  work  of  such  rare  value,  ere  this  must  have  dis- 
covered that  it  is  hailed  with  pleasure  by  those  who  are  competent  to 
judge  of  its  literary  and  scientific  merits. 


Conduct  of  Medical  Students. — The  following  note  has  been  handed  in 
by  one  of  the  medical  class  in  this  city,  and  is  cheerfully  inserted,  al- 
though misrepresenting  our' remarks  in  last  week's  Journal.  Those  re- 
marks did  not  even  intimate  that  a  *'  rowdying  spirit  "  had  been  ex- 
hibited in  the  Boston  school,  neither  was  there  in  them  any  '*  whole-sale 
denunciation  "  of  the  class.  The  first  sentence,  only,  referred  to  the  re- 
ported disturbance  in  this  school,  which  furnished  occasion,  as  was  ex- 
pressly stated,  for  some  remarks  on  the  conduct  of  medical  students  in 
general. 

"  Conduct  of  Medical  Students  in  the  Lecture  Room."  To  the  Editor. 
Sir, — An  article,  with  the  above  caption,  appeared  in  the  Boston  Medical 
and  Surgical  Journal  of  the  19th  inst.,  severely  reflecting  upon  the  con- 
duct of  the  Medical  Class,  and  upon  the  tame  submission  of  the  Profess- 
ors to  certain  ungentlemanly  "  habitual  petty  disturbances."  This  whole- 
sale denunciation  (»f  the  class  for  the  sins  of  the  few  will  not  be  tolerated 
by  that  portion  who  have  given  their  "  undivided  attention  "  durincr  a 
long  course  of  nearly  600  lectures  of  an  hour  each,  the  majority  of  whom 
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received  the  eiicaiMiiuns  oi'  the  (listiii»ruislied  Profesr^or  of  Ari.iloniy  at  the 
close  of  the  lust  year's  course. 

Alihoui^h  "  u  rowdying  sj)irit  tlt.it  delijjfhts  in  disor^.iuization,  and  se- 
cretly aims  to  break  up  a  system  of  order,"  ouLjht  immediaitely  to  he  sub- 
jected, yet  we  deny  that  any  such  feeiincr  has  been  evinced  by  the  class. 
If  any  isolated  cases  have  occurred  of  siij^ht  disturbance,  tlioy  have  not 
been  to  foster  a  spirit  of  disoririinization  and  annoyance,  but  merely  from 
a  restlessness  consequent  upon  attendmt^  a  loni{  series  of  lectures. 

We  have  at  least  one  professor  who  does  not  succumb  to  any  medical 
class  ;  the  interference  in  his  departujent  was  uncalled  for,  as  tiie  circum- 
stance had  been  adjusted.  Futhermore,  this  is  tiie  largest  class  that  ever 
assembled  in  Boston,  the  accommodations  are  inadetpiate  for  their  comfort, 
and  is  it  stranire,  while  some  yountr  men  are  compelled  to  stand  durint^ 
the  lectures,  and  others,  who  sit,  are  crowded  withiii  a  narrow  compass, 
that  in  four  months'  attendance  on  four  or  six  lectures  daily,  some  few 
should  m mifest  a  not  ^'  haljitnal  "  exuberance  of  feeiinjj  beyond  their 
wonted  practice  ?  A  ML.Miit:u  of  thi:   "Medical  Class." 


Nrw  Yor/c  State  Lnnntic  A.<}jlum. — From  Dr.  Britrham's  Second  An- 
nual Report  we  leirn  that  at  the  bej^inninir  of  last  year  the  number  of 
patients  at  the  Asylum  w.is  19(3.  Admitted  during  the  year,  275.  Total 
number  in  the  course  of  the  year,  471.  Of  this  number  there  have  been 
discharfred,  recovered,  132;  improved,  47  ;  unimproved,  1() ;  dead,  16. 
Total  discharged  durino-  the  year,  211.  Remaining  at  the  Asylum,  Nov. 
*30,  1844,  260. 

The  deaths  have  been  from  the  following  causes  : — Marasnnis  or  general 
debility,  7,  apoplexy,  and  sudden  eflusion  of  serum  in  tlie  brain,  3;  con- 
sumption, 2;  and  1  from  each  of  the  following  diseases — diarrhoea,  chro- 
nic inttainmation  of  the  stomach,  bronchitis,  and  inflammation  of  the 
membranes  of  the  brain.  Thirteen  cases  were  reported  to  have  been 
caused  bv   "  Millerism.'' 


Prnnsi/lvania  Ho<if)}tal  for  the  Insane. — Dr.  Kirkbride  says,  in  his  Re- 
port for  1844,  that  "  at  the  date  of  tiie  last  report,  there  were  182  patients 
in  the  Hospital,  since  which  153  have  been  admitted,  and  134  have  been 
discharged  or  died,  leaving  151  under  care  at  the  close  of  the  year.  Of 
those  discharged,  were — cured,  75  ;  much  improved,  22;  improved,  16; 
stationary,  9;  died,  12.  Total,  134."  Four  cases  which  were  caused  by 
fright  were  distinctly  traced  to  tlie  riots  in  Philadelphia  last  year,  and  four 
cases  were  evidently  caused  by  "  Millerism." 


Select  Medical  Library. — Dr.  Bell's  Medical  Library  for  October,  1844, 
which  has  but  just  reached  Boston,  cotnprises  a  valuable  essay  on  Curva- 
tures and  Disc  ises  of  the  Spine,  by  R.  VV.  Bampfield,  Esq.,  of  the  Lon- 
don "  Infirmary  for  Diseases  of  Children,"  edited  by  Prof.  J.  K.  Mitchell, 
M.D.,  of  Philadelphia. 


Tannin  a  Cure  for    Toothache. — Mr.   Druitt,  in  recommending  the  use 
of  tannin  as  a  remedy  in  cases  of  sore  nipple,  of  salivation  by   mercury, 

i)f  aphtha?,  &:c.,  says — 
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''  Hiif  t»f  all  tlio  rases  for  wliicli  if,  is  a(]a|)(c(l,  tlial  coJTimon  troiil)losoTrio 
complaint,  toothaclio,  is  that  in  which  I  h('li<'V('  it  is  most  to  1)0  (h'jx'udcfi 
on.  AVhen  th(»  toolh  aches,  let  the  jyaticnt  wash  out  (he  moutli  thorontrhly 
with  the  sohition  of  carl)oiiato  of  soda  in  warm  water;  let  the  gum 
around  th(^  tooth,  or  hetween  it  and  its  iniL^hhors,  he  scarified  whh  n  ft nc 
lancet;  then  h^t  a  litth'  hit  of  cotton  wool,  ind)ued  with  a  solution  of  a 
scruple  of  tannin,  and  five  jrrains  of  inastich,  in  two  drachms  of  aether, 
he  put  into  the  cavity,  and  if  the  aclie  is  to  he  cured  at  all,  tiiis  plan  will 
put  an  end  to  it  in  nine  cases  out  of  ten." — Loudon  L<inrct. 


St/ddi')}  Drath  ditr'inif  Tjohor  without  any  Assisrju/hh'  (Jansf. — M.  TF — , 
a  lahorer's  wife,  atjed  ahout  IJo,  well  made  and  healthy,  who  had  had  two 
children  durintr  the  last  five  years,  was  taken  in  li'oor  a  few  nights  ago. 
The  lahor  had  proceed(>d  for  ahout  five  llour^^  without  any  remarkahle 
syniptom  occurrin<x,  when  the  poor  woman  hecame  cold,j)ale,  and  faintish. 
Slie  sat  up  for  a  ^q\\  moments,  gave  some  directions  relative  to  her  child- 
ren, then  l)eg(red  to  he  laid  hack  upon  her  pillow,  and  expired  in  a  few 
moments,  without  making  any  complaint,  except  that  she  felt  very  weak. 
On  the  next  morning  I  removed  the  infant,  at  the  request  of  her  hushand, 
and  could  not  discover  anything  in  the  state  of  the  uterus,  or  its  contents, 
to  account  for  this  sudden  death.  The  os  uteri  was  slightly  dilated,  head 
presenting  naturally,  and  no  trace  whatever  of  haemorrhage,  the  placenta 
being  closely  attached  to  the  fundus  uteri,  by  its  whole  surface.  The 
port-niortcm  examination  was  not  carried  further. — Ibid. 


Medical  Miscellany . — A  Mr.  Dore  recently  petitioned  the  Legislature 
of  Maine  for  relief,  on  the  score  of  honest  poverty,  as  he  had  19  living 
children.  By  two  wives  he  has  had,  in  all,  26! — P.  J.  Guillemain,  a 
Frenchman,  lately  died  at  Havre,  in  his  104th  year,  leaving  a  sister  and 
brother — one  being  101  and  the  other  97  years  old. — Pierce  Wynn,  near 
Ballyduff,  Kerry,  Ireland,  died  a  few  weeks  since,  at  the  age  of  101. — 
Peggy,  a  colored  woman,  died  at  Wilmington,  N.  C,  on  the  5th,  at  the 
age  of  107. — The  fifth  annual  report  of  the  Maine  Insane  Hospital  has 
been  received,  which  will  have  appropriate  attention  another  week.  It 
has  been  estimated  that  there  are  613  insane,  and  627  idiots,  in  the  State  of 
Maine. — A  physician  in  Maryland  has  recently  invented  a  lounge  for  the 
sick  and  invalid,  which  seems  admirably  adapted  for  tlieir  comfort  and 
convenience.     A  further  description  will  be  given  hereafter. 

Mauried,— In  Westfield,  Mass.,  Dr.  E.  L.Clarke  to  Miss  L.  Canfield.— At 
East  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  Dr.  James  H.  Hutchins  to  Miss  A.  M.  Boyle. 

DiF.n, — At  Abington,  Mass.,  Dr.  Gridley  Thaxter,  89. — In  New  York,  by  leap- 
ing from  the  roof  of  a  house,  Mr.  Gonsalvo  Aldama,  a  medical  student. — In  Mon- 
treal, Dr.  Alexander  Scott,  36 — a  surgeon. 

Number  of  deaths  in  Bnsion,for  the  weekending  Feb.  22(1,  43— Mules,  22-,  Fernairs,  2J.     Stillborn,  7. 

Of  consumption,  10— iiifuntile,  4 — accidental,  1— hooping  coii(;h,  1— canker.  1 — l)alsy,  1— liver 
complaint,  1— teeihinp,  1— iunjj  fever,  .5— scarlet  fever,  3— brain  fever,  1— fits,  1— diopsyon  the  brain, 
1— dropsy,  3 — croup,  2— ulcere  in  the  ihroat,  1— inflammation  on  the  brain,  1 — typhus  fever,  1— old 
ape,  1 — worm  fever,  ]— suicide.  1— paralysi.s,  J. 

Under  5  years,  23— between  5  and  20  years,  5— between  20  and  60  years,  12— over  60  years,  3. 
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Suicide  in  China. — Four  cases  of  attempted  suicide  are  nieiitioiud,  by 
swallowing  a  solution  of  salt  aiul  water.  It  is  supposed  by  tlie  natives  of 
Cliusan  that  if  water  be  allowt-d  to  percolate  throu<fh  a  (piaiitity  of  com- 
mon salt,  half  a  pint  of  the  strong  solution  thus  produced,  if  swaliovve«i,  will 
cause  death.  Sometimes  an  infusi»)n  of  tobacco  is  added  to  the  solution; 
this  ot''  course  would  be  more  or  less  injurious,  accordinjr  to  the  streii;/th  of 
the  infusion.  In  one  oi'  these  cases,  a  weak  intusion  i)f  the  tobacco  had 
been  added,  but  without  producing  any  other  eti'ect  than  nausea  and  vom- 
iting. Although  it  is  said  by  the  people  that  death  often  ensues  after  tak- 
ing the  solution  of  salt,  still  in  the  cases  of  attempted  suicide  by  this 
means,  to  which  aid  has  been  solicited,  no 'such  effect,  or  the  apparent 
likelihood  of  it,  has  ever  been  produced.  Two  of  these  instances 
were  women,  who,  having  been  beaten  by  their  husbands,  wished  to  re- 
venge themselves,  by  casting  the  guilt  of  their  death  on  them,  or  per- 
haps merely  to  tVighten  their  offending  partners.  Another  w^as  a  young 
woman  who  took  the  solution  because  her  grandmother  would  not  allow 
her  to  wash  her  clothes  when  she  wished  to  do  so,  whereat  she  was  so 
much  offended  as  to  think  it  better  to  die  than  to  live.  The  last  case  was 
that  of  a  man,  who  having  had  a  dispute  with  his  sister's  husband  about 
some  money  affair  of  a  trifling  amount,  which  was  not  settled  to  his  satis- 
faction, on  that  account  attempted  suicide. — 31ed.  Missionary  Report. 


Adulteration  of  Milk  in  Paris. — Nine-tenths  of  the  milk  sold  in  Paris 
is  diluted  with  one  third  of  water,  to  which,  for  some  time,  a  little  cas- 
sonade  or  caramel  has  been  added  ;  finally,  bicarbonate  of  soda  to  prevent 
the  milk  from  turning. 

Some  years  ago,  farina,  fecula,  rice  flour  and  gum,  were  employed  for 
adulterating  milk ;  it  appears  that  these  substances  have  been  abandoned 
by  adulterators. 

The  adulteration  of  milk  in  Paris  would  be  difficult  to  repress,  because 
the  poorer  classes  are  in  the  habit  of  paying  for  milk  less  than  its  value. 
It  would  be  indispensable,  before  seeking  to  suppress  this  fraud,  to  make 
the  public  comprehend  that  they  would  be  obliged  to  pay  one  third  more 
for  milk  than  is  paid  at  present,  and  that  it  is  obtained  at  a  low  price 
only  because  it  contains  at  least  one  third  of  water  and  only  two  thirds  of 
milk.  The  population  have  been  wrongfully  disgusted  by  the  publication 
of  statements  that  milk  has  been  prepared  with  the  brain  of  animals,  and 
especially  with  that  of  horses  killed  at  Montfaucon ;  all  the  investigations 
made  with  the  view  of  ascertaining  the  truth  of  this  statement,  have  de- 
monstrated the  falsity  of  a  fact  advanced  it  is  not  known  with  what  object. 
— A.  Chevalier,  of  Paris. 


Remedy  for  Psoriasis.  By  Joshua  Waodinotoiv,  Esq. — In  the  treat- 
ment of  psoriasis  diffusa,  or  palmaria,  the  best  application  is  the  ol.  palm, 
cocc.  (cocoa-nut  oil),  diluted  with  equal  portions  of  ung.  cectacei.  The 
affected  parts  should  be  washed  every  night  and  morning  with  tepid  rairi 
water,  then  made  quite  dry,  and  the  ointment  applied  lightly  (with  a 
camel's-hair  brush)  ;  over  this,  oiled-silk  should  constantly  be  worn.  Pilul. 
hydr.  sub.  comp.  (Plummer's  pill),  gr.  x.,  each  night  at  bed-time,  with  liq. 
potassoD,  m.  xx.  three  times  a  day,  are  among  the  best  internal  means, — Lan. 
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INFANTILE   INSANITY. 

From  the  Annual  Report  of  Dr.  Woodward,  of  the  Worcester  Lunatic  Hospital. 

The  UK  Is  anotlun*  class  of  unfortunate  individuals,  far  more  numerous 
than  I  had  formerly  supposed,  and  much  more  interesting  than  idiots, — 
I  refin-  to  Insane  Children. 

Since  I  have  heeii  connected  with  this  Hospital,  I  have  been  consult- 
ed in  a  number  of  cases  of  this  description.  These  little  patients  have 
intellii^ent  faces,  well-formed  bodies,  good  developments  of  the  head, 
and  active  minds.  Their  movements  are  free,  easy  and  graceful,  many 
of  them  are  sprightly,  even  handsome  ;  they  are  generally  restless,  irri- 
table and  extremely  mischievous,  and  are  rarely  able  to  speak.  In 
some  cases,  as  soon  as  there  is  any  mental  development,  the  peculiar 
characteristics  begin  to  appear,  without  any  known  cause.  In  other 
cases,  epileptic  fits  have  preceded  these  peculiarities.  In  one  case  the 
use  of  instruments  in  labor  was  supposed  to  be  the  cause ;  epileptic 
convulsions  probably  sometimes  arise  from  difficult  parturition.  No  per- 
son familiar  with  these  cases  would  be  likely  to  mistake  them  for  idiots  : 
they  look  differently,  walk  differently,  and  have  different  developments  of 
body  and  mind. 

Some  of  these  children  have  been  benefited  by  medical  treatment. 
One,  at  the  present  time  under  my  care  for  epilepsy,  seems  to  be  im- 
proving favorably.  My  attention  has  recently  been  particularly  direct- 
ed to  this  subject  as  I  have  been,  within  a  few  days,  consulted  in  throe 
different  cases,  of  which  the  epileptic  child,  above  named,  was  one.  I 
have  strong  hope  that  some  of  them  may  be  cured,  and  then  instructed. 
Like  other  insane  persons,  there  is  difficulty  in  fixing  the  attention,  they 
move  widi  great  rapidity  from  one  thing  to  another,  and  are  impatient  of 
restraint. 

In  some  such  persons  particular  faculties  seem  much  more  active  than 
others.  One  lad,  in  whose  case  1  was  consulted,  was  not  able  to  articu- 
late, and  of  coui-sc  had  never  learned  to  read,  but  was  observing  of  many 
things,  particularly  of  mechanical  operations,  drawing,  he.  He  has 
left  many  traces  of  his  skill  on  the  buildings  and  fences  of  his  former 
residence,  which  are  yet  to  be  seen.  He  has  now  arrived  at  manhood, 
but  I  have  no  knowledge  of  his  present  condition  or  of  his  progress  in 
improvement  for  the  last  few  years.  When  a  lad,  he  was  extremely 
mischievous,  but  sprightly  and  interesting. 
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Within  a  few  days  I  have  seen  a  very  interesting  case  of  this  descrip- 
tion, a  girl  12  ye^rs  old,  who  lias  a  well-fonned  he^id,  an  intelligent 
and  handsonit?  face,  a  hriglit  black  (?ye,  and  ea.-:y  and  graceful  manners. 
She  is  rt'spectilil  and  obedient  in  her  condnct,  gentle  and  alii.'ciionate  in 
her  temper  and  disposition,  and  usually  quiet  and  unobtrusive,  but  is 
easily  excited,  impatient  when  urged  to  do  anything  disagree-able  to 
her,  and  if  opposi'd  utters  a  scream,  but  cannot  articulate.  She  con- 
stantly hurrii's  from  one  tiling  to  another,  and,  like  tlu;  insane,  wants  a 
safety  valve  to  let  off  her  excitement.  She  is  excessively  fond  of 
music,  would  listen  with  apparent  delight  to  the  tones  of  a  piano,  seem- 
ed to  have  an  irresistible  desire  to  perform  herself,  and  would  strike  the 
keys  with  eagerness  aiul  great  satislaction.  In  her  visit  to  me  she 
would  seize  the  bellows  which  hung  in  the  room,  and  blow  them  with 
great  effort  and  apparent  delight.  She  is  perpetually  active,  but  is  far 
less  mischievous  than  formerly.  She  has  very  little  power  of  atten- 
tion, and  has,  as  yet,  never  been  taught.  I  have  refeired  the  case  to 
my  friend,  Dr.  Howe,  whose  great  success  in  a  case  apparently  far  more 
forbidding,  is  universally  known,  and  I  am  happy  to  say  he  is  interested 
in  it,  and  I  have  no  doubt  will  find  his  active  benevolence  excited  when 
he  shall  see  her. 

A  child  2  years  old  was  lately  brought  to  me  at  the  request  of  the 
family  physician,  who  had  consulted  me  respecting  it.  It  is  unable  to 
sit,  to  use  its  limbs,  or  talk,  its  face  is  intelligent,  by  no  means  idiotic.  It 
has  powers  of  mimicry  unequalled  by  any  child  of  its  age  I  have  ever 
met  w  ith.  Having  understood  that  it  would  imitate  its  lather  in  what- 
ever motions  he  made,  I  tried  some  expenments  with  it,  and  w  as  aston- 
ished and  amused  to  find  it  copy  my  movements  so  exactly,  and  that, 
too,  with  the  most  roguish  expression  conceivable,  apparently  much 
delighted. 

I  have  now  the  case  formerly  alluded  to  under  my  care  for  epilepsy, 
which,  for  some  months,  has  been  severe  and  of  frequent  recurrence. 
This  child  has  an  intelligent  face,  and  a  good  development  of  the  head, 
except  that  it  is  small.  Its  form  is  graceful,  and  its  movements  easy  and 
natural.  Since  it  commenced  the  use  of  remedies,  it  has  been  more  quiet 
and  tranquil,  less  mischievous,  sleeps  better,  has  fewer  fits,  and  they  are 
less  severe.  If  the  epilepsy  can  be  cured  in  this  case,  and  1  think  it 
may  be,  I  shall  have  great  confidence  that,  under  the  care  of  its  excellent 
mother,  it  may  be  taught  to  articulate,  and  finally  be  educated.  Indeed, 
since  I  have  seen  this  interesting  child  some  effort  has  been  made  to 
teach  it  to  talk,  and  with  some  little  success. 

What  has  stiuck  me  as  particularly  worthy  of  remark  in  all  these  cases 
is,  that  w  bile  some  of  the  faculties  of  the  mind  are  active  and  many  of 
them  capable  of  improvement,  others  are  torpid  or  perverted,  bearing,  in 
this  particular,  much  resemblance  to  certain  cases  of  insanity. 

I  hav^e  been  consulted  quite  recently  in  a  case  of  insanity  which  com- 
menced in  infancy,  and  has  continued  in  some  degree  to  this  time,  now 
twenty  years.  When  an  infant,  this  young  man  had  epileptic  fits  ;  these 
did  not  continue  long,  and  the  child   was  apparently  healthy,  sprightly, 
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and  i;iiolli<^ciit,  till  S  yi'iirs  of  wj^v  or  iipwarcK',  ;nHl  ItKiriit  as  wtH  as  ollior 
(•liildrcii.  He  lInMi  hccaDic  alii'c.lrd  wiili  fdlav.  visiu/i,  saw  spiders,  and 
other  rcrniiii,  cvAw'wn'j:,  over  him  and  all  about  liim,  and  pajticularly  in 
liis  f()i)d,  so  llial  il  was  willi  diliicidly  dial  Jk.'  could  be  j)r(;vaik'(l  on  lo 
cat  This  (U'lnsioii  conlimicd  l()i'  some;  tinnj.  Al.  thai  linx;,  now  l(3n  or 
twelve  vears,  I  was  eoiisnlled  in  ihe  case,  and  prescribed  some  nMnedies. 
The  deln-^ion  left  him  aller  a  while,  and  he  has  sinc,(^  been  in  most 
r(\sj)erts  better,  is  able  to  woi'k,  bul  not  to  learn  innch,  allhon^fh  his  mind 
seems  not  to  be  particnlarly  inartivii.  He  is  talkative  and  imjuisitive  in 
an  nnnsual  dei;ree,  asks  childisli  questions,  but  is  inattentive  to  the  an- 
swers, and  not  profited  by  the  information  which  ho  obtains,  lie  is  able 
to  read  and  write  some,  but  has  not  been  able  toacMjuin;  much  knowledge. 
Tile  present  winter  he  has  attem[)led  to  ac(juire.  some  a(Jditional  learning; 
commenced  going  to  school  and  gave  his  attention  toaridnnetic  ;  he  made 
but  little  pmgress,  and  soon  began  to  com|)lain  of  his  head,  and  confu- 
sion of  thought,  finally  ceased  to  speak,  because  be  says  lie  could  not 
speak  right.  For  five  or  six  weeks  he  has  been  almost  constantly  mute, 
speaking  only  occasionally.  Since  that  time  he  has  twice  run  away  from 
his  home,  and  wandered  he  knew  not  where,  was  lost  and  confused  in 
Jiis  mind. 

When  he  returned  home  the  first  time,  he  was  greatly  rejoiced  to  see 
his  friends,  and  to  get  back  again.  When  found  the  second  time,  he  was 
bi-ou<:ht  to  me,  to  be  {)laced  under  my  care  ;  his  vision  is  not  now  disturb- 
ed, he  does  not  talk  because  he  is  not  satisfied  with  what  he  says,  and  he 
is  tired  of  lile.  A  few  days  since  he  purchased  a  pistol  to  take  his  own 
life,  but  it  was  taken  from  him  before  he  made  any  attempts.  He  is  a 
stout,  hale,  full  grown  young  man,  his  head  is  of  good  size  and  well  form- 
ed, his  motions  easy  and  graceful,  his  speech  natural.  He  eats  rather 
sparingly,  is  anxious  to  get  well,  and  willing  to  adopt  any  means  recom- 
mended for  his  cure. 

The  subject  of  educating  demented  persons  is  new,  it  is  at  present 
exciting  much  attention,  and  the  results  are  looked  for  with  deep  inter- 
est. The  brain  in  such  cases  may  not  be  affected  with  organic  chanfres, 
but  only  be  in  an  extremely  torpid  or  inactive  state.  Some  such  cases, 
after  a  long  torpor  in  which  all  hope  of  recovery  has  been  lost,  have 
spontaneously  come  out  of  apparently  the  most  forlorn  condition,  and  been 
restored  to  health  and  mental  soundness.  So  the  idiot  and  congenital  in- 
sane may  have  a  brain  capable  of  greater  or  less  improvement,  if  perse- 
vering efforts  are  made  to  excite  it  to  activity. 

If  one  old  case  of  insanity  in  ten  can  be  restored  to  soundness  of  mind 
by  the  appliances  of  insane  hospitals,  should  not  all  of  diis  class  have 
the  benefits  of  such  a  trial  ?  In  a  large  proportion  of  these  cases  the 
physical  health  can  be  improved,  perverted  habits  can  be  changed,  and 
the  mind  be  made  to  enjoy,  in  some  degree,  what  it  has  been  deprived  of 
under  the  influence  of  long-continued  and  neglected  disease.  So  if  one 
idiotic  or  demented  person  can  have  his  powers  of  mind  rendered  active 
by  elfort,  and  some  degree  of  knowledge  im))arted  to  him  by  which  his 
enjoynjent  and  usefidness  can   be   increased,  even  if  ten  fail  of  improve- 
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nuMit,  it  will  be  worth  the  effort  iti  all.  15ut  the  case  is  more  favorable 
than  this  supposition  allows.  I  have  no  doubt  that  nearly  all  tan  be  im- 
proved physically  and  mentally,  and  that  the  exp<Tiinent  will  be  produc- 
tive of  mueh  good.  It  is  certainly  worthy  of  tlie  consideration  of  the 
Christian  and  the  philanthropist. 


ON    ASCITES. 

By  C.  J.  B.  Williams,  M.D.,  F.R.S.,  &c. 

We  now  goon,  from  indaminatory  affections, to  ascites,  which  is  a  sj)e- 
cies  of  flux,  or,  more  properly,  dropsy  of  the  abdomen.  There  is  an  in- 
creased secretion  of  serum,  frequently  to  a  great  extent,  and  this  we  have 
found  to  be  sometimes  the  result  of  chronic  peritonitis;  at  other  times, 
however,  it  is  a  consequence  of  disease,  not  of  an  inflammatory  nature. 
It  may  arise  from  the  sudden  suppression  of  another  flux,  such  as  diarrhcea, 
or  the  stoppage  of  the  catamenia.  Sometimes,  ascites  occurs  as  a  part 
of  general  dropsy,  from  disease  of  the  heart  or  imperfect  action  of  the 
kidneys,  or  a  general  cachectic  state.  More  commonly,  ascites  arises 
from  an  obstruction  to  the  return  of  the  blood  from  the  abdominal  vessels, 
as  in  disease  of  the  liver.  In  such  case,  it  is  frequently  unaccompanied 
by  any  considerable  swelling  of  the  legs  or  other  parts  of  the  body. 
The  usual  symptoms  are  :  swelling  of  the  abdomen,  attended  by  fluctua- 
tion, and  a  dull  sound  in  the  most  dependem  parts,  but  the  position  of 
this  varies ;  where  there  is  a  slight  degree  of  effusion,  the  fluid  in  the  ab- 
domen may  be  best  felt  in  the  sitting  or  standing  posture,  in  the  pubic 
and  iliac  regions.  It  may  be  felt  by  the  usual  process  for  ascertaining 
the  presence  of  fluctuation,  by  pressing  the  hand  on  the  abdomen  on  one 
side,  and  gently  tapping  on  the  other ;  each  stroke  from  the  finger  is  fol- 
lowed by  a  movement  of  the  fluid,  which  is  impelled  onw  ards  to  the  op- 
posite side.  There  must  be  some  quantity  of  liquid  to  effect  this.  It 
very  frequently  happens  that  the  intestines,  or  some  of  the  solid  contents, 
fall  down  to  the  middle  part  of  the  abdomen,  and  cut  off  the  communi- 
cation between  the  two  sides  ;  and,  therefore,  though  there  is  a  considera- 
ble quantity  of  fluid,  you  get  no  fluctuation.  In  that  case,  you  may  as- 
certain it  by  pressing  the  hand  on  the  lower  part  of  the  abdomen,  and 
adopting  the  process  on  a  smaller  scale.  There  may,  however,  be  a 
source  of  error  here  ;  the  soft  parts  do  not  fluctuate  ;  but,  where  there 
is  a  solid  tumor,  there  is  a  sort  of  fluctuation  induced.  1  have  been  de- 
ceived in  this  manner,  repeatedly,  and  no  very  correct  idea  can  be  ob- 
tained by  percussion.  If  you  strike  the  abdomen  high  up,  a  fluctuation  or 
tremulous  motion  is  propagated  to  the  finger ;  the  same  thing  is  found 
with  a  tumor,  such  ks  the  enlarged  liver  or  spleen,  and,  on  one  occasion,  I 
was  thus  led  to  mistake  an  enlarged  spleen,  of  enormous  size,  for  a  tumor 
in  the  ovarium.  Tiie  same  thing  will  occur  when  you  try  fluctuation 
between  bodies  at  a  short  distance  ;  and  it  is  difficult  to  say,  where  the 
walls  of  the  abdomen  are  thick,  or  where  there  is  a  considerable  amount 
of  soft  or  fatty  matter,  whether  such  fluctuation  is  the  result  of  the  liquid 
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or  of  tlio  solid  matter.  TIk;  Ix'sl  mode  of  distinction,  therefore,  for  small 
<(iiantiti('s  of  li(|ui(l,  is,  ccrlaiidv.  tli<'  sound  on  [H'lX'ussion,  as  I  pointed 
out  in  spcakini!:  ol  clironic  peritonitis.  Jn  this  manner  yon  iniiy  readily 
displace  a  small  (|nantitv  of  licjuid  hy  [)ressure.  You  will  (iiid,  in  these 
rases,  the  lower  part  of  the  ahdomen  to  sound  dull  on  p(;rcussion  ;  luit,  if 
vou  press  inwards,  you  i^el  rid  of  a((uantity  o(  licjuid,  and  come  in  contact 
wit!)  the  intestines;  and.  therefore,  the  difFju-ence  of  forcihle  [XMCussion, 
and  of  gentl(>  percussion,  will  enable  you  to  flistinouish  the  presence  of 
rujuid.  Hence,  yon  find,  when  pressure  is  not  employed,  that  th(?re  is  a 
dull  sound  on  percussion,  hut  hy  pressing;  on  the  parts,  and  then  percuss- 
ing, there  is  a  clearer  sound,  and  this  is  a  pretty  sure  jjroof  of  lifjuid  being 
present  in  the  lower  part  of  the  abdomen  ;  this  may  be  ascertained  by 
the  patient  standinjj; ;  and,  in  order  to  get  the  liquid  in  front,  the  patient 
should  he  desired  to  lean  forward.  This  plan  is  also  available  for  making 
fluctuation  more  distinct,  or  perceptible,  in  other  cases.  The  same  prac- 
tice may  be  applied  to  the  flanks,  and  I  have  been  enabled,  in  many  in- 
stances, to  announce  the  commencement  of  ascites,  before  many  others 
could  d(^tect  it  by  fluctuation.  Another  mode  of  diagnosis  between  ascites 
and  ovarian  tumor — between  liquid  in  the  peritoneal,  and  liquid  in  the 
ovarian,  sac — is  important  to  be  noticed  ;  its  distinction  is,  however,  very 
easy.  Ovarian  tumors  begin  low^  down,  on  one  side,  gradually  rising  up, 
and,  when  they  occupy  a  great  extent  of  the  abdomen,  the  dulness  will 
be  found  to  be  more  defined,  and  will  extend  higher  up  ;  below,  there  is 
a  sort  of  tympanitic  sound  of  the  intestines,  which  are  pushed  aside  by 
the  tumor.  In  ascites,  it  will  be  more  in  the  dependent  parts,  that  there 
will  be  dulness — towards  the  pubic  region  ;  and,  if  there  is  any  reso- 
nance at  all,  it  will  be  perceived  towards  the  umbilicus,  and  in  the  pit 
of  the  stomach.  On  the  contrary,  in  ovarian  tumor,  the  chief  dulness 
will  be  in  the  central  portion  of  the  abdomen,  whilst  the  intestinal  reso- 
nance will  be  in  the  flanks.  In  some  instances,  however,  of  very  advanc- 
ed ascites,  the  fluid  may  be  so  extensive  as  to  cover  the  intestines  com- 
pletely over,  so  tliat  the  abdomen  is  dull  in  every  region,  both  behind  and 
before ;  but,  such  cases  are  unusual ;  and,  even  then,  by  pressing  in- 
wards, as  far  as  the  walls  will  allows  and  using  strong  percussion,  the 
tympanitic  sound  may  usually  be  heard  towards  the  umbilicus.  There 
are  cases  of  adhesion  of  the  intestines  to  the  sides,  so  that  they  cannot  be 
displaced  by  liquids.  Under  such  circumstances,  although  dropsy  be  pre- 
sent, there  will  be  a  degree  of  resonance  on  percussion,  along  the  tract 
of  the  intestines.  In  most  cases,  ascites  is  accompanied  by  a  scanty  and 
turbid  condition  of  the  urine,  which  is  also  high  colored,  or  else,  in  many 
instances,  it  is  impregnated  with  albumen.  It  is,  not  unfrequently,  also 
connected  with  disease  of  die  kidney  ;  and  you  must  remember  that  ascites, 
or  dropsy  of  \\w  peritoneal  sac,  may  be  dependent  on  some  other  causes,  of 
which  diere  will  be  found  signs  :  for  instance,  a  person  will  be  suddenly  at- 
tacked with  swelling  in  the  abdomen,  on  the  suppression  of  some  discharge. 
The  disease  is,  here,  somewhat  of  an  inflammatory  character,  and,  not 
unfrequently,  if  it  remain  unsubdued,  anasarca  will  take  place.  In  ascites 
from  diseased  liver,  there  is,  generally,  some  local  sign  of  hepatic  disease. 
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Sometimes  attacks  of  jaunfllce,  or  bilious  affections,  occur,  and  the  intes- 
tinal and  urinary  evacuations  show,  more  or  less,  symptoms  of  disorder. 
The  ascites  must  be  diminished  or  removed,  before  we  can  determine 
the  exact  position  of  the  liver.  In  many  cases  of  ascites,  the  enlariyre- 
ment  of  the  liver  may  be  felt  by  pressing  the  hand  on  the  rii^ht  side,  or 
using  gentle  percussion  ;  this  presses  away  the  fluid,  and  you  then  find 
some  Resisting  body  in  that  direction.  Extensive  ascites  will  impinge  on 
the  region  of  the  chest,  and  cause  some  of  the  signs  of  disease  of  the 
thoracic  organs  ;  the  tumor,  pressing  up  the  diajjliragm,  will  produce  imper- 
fect respiration,  or  interfere  with  the  due  performance  of  this  function.  In 
other  cases,  there:  will  be  symptoms  of  something  like  hypertrophy  of  the 
h(*art,  this  organ  bein'T  thrown  forwards  airainst  the  chest.  You  judge  of 
this  by  the  amount  of  swelling.  There  is  yet  another  cause  of  ascites 
to  be  noticed,  and  that  is  a  curious  one  :  it  is — obliteration  of  the  ascend- 
ing cava  ;  in  a  few  instances,  in  which  this  has  been  observed,  not  only 
ascites  of  the  belly,  but,  likewise,  dropsy  of  the  lower  extremities,  have 
been  remarked  as  a  consequence  ;  obstruction  of  the  vena  cava  inferior, 
or  of  n  portion  of  the  v(nia  portae,  generally  leads  to  ascites. 

The  treatment  \\  ill  depend  very  much  on  the  cause.  When  it  arises 
from  simply  suppressed  excretion,  it  may  require  general  depletion,  or 
cupping  over  the  region  of  the  loins.  The  chief  medicinal  remedy,  in 
these  cases,  is  elaterium,  in  small  doses  ;  or  cream  of  tartar,  in  doses  of 
from  half  an  ounce  to  an  ounce,  taken  the  first  thing  in  the  morning,  and 
sometimes  combined  with  jalap  ;  after  this,  diuretics  may  be  given  ;  but 
the  greater  portion  of  these  are  of  no  use,  until  the  main  symptoms  are 
reduced,  and,  often,  such  medicines  are  found  merely  to  irritate,  instead 
of  doing  good.  Sometimes  a  warm  bath  is  useful,  particularly  where  the 
disease  is  connected  with  suppressed  perspiration,  and  a  dry  state  of  the 
skin.  In  cases  of  diseased  liver,  or  diseased  heart,  or  both,  mercurials, 
combined  with  diuretics,  answer  best :  such  as  squills  and  colchicum, 
digitalis,  tincture  of  cantharides,  cream  of  tartar,  spirits  ol"  juniper,  tinc- 
ture of  hoi'se-radish,  acetate  of  potash,  iodide  of  ])otassium,  he.  ;  these 
two  last  may,  sometimes,  be  combined  togedier.  Blisters  to  the  abdo- 
men are  also  of  great  efficacy,  in  some  cases  of  low  inflammation  of  these 
parts.  If  the  ascites  be  extensive,  and  the  above  medicines  produce  but 
little  impression,  hydragogue  purgatives  sometimes  cause  copious  evacua- 
tions, hut  they  exhaust,  rather  than  relieve,  the  system.  Diuretics  do 
no  good  ;  and,  then,  we  must  have  recourse  to  tapping,  which  gives 
present  relief,  and  is  further  useful,  inasmuch  as  other  remedies  are  then 
enabled  to  act  with  more  freedom.  It  is  on  these  occasions,  that  we  are 
often,  for  the  first  time,  enabled  to  examine  the  abdomen  clearly,  and  to 
make  out  the  diagnosis.  In  the  same  way,  we  may  be  guided  to  the  use 
of  mercury,  if  the  disease  be  in  the  liver ;  or  of  iodine,  if  there  is  any  en- 
largement of  the  general  glandular  system.  After  tapping  has  removed 
the  fluid,  a  tumor  may  still  remain  in  the  abdomen,  and  this  may  then  be 
found  to  depend  on  an  enlarged  ovarium.  Sometimes  it  is  the  liver  which 
is  enlarged  ;  or,  again,  it  may  be  the  spleen.  In  all  these  cases,  iodide 
of  potassium  has  been  know^n  to  exercise  very  good  effects. — London 
Medical  Times. 
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MUSTARD  POm/riCKS    AlMM,Ii;i)    KX'l'KNSIVKLV    TO   TIIK    SUKTACE. 

By  William  O.  BiMwin,  M.D.,  of  Montgoinor/,  Alabama. 

Tin:  application  of  poultices  as  a  remedial  at^^ent  in  many  forms  of  local 
inllnmiiiatioiis,  spasmodic  i)ains,  &lc.,  has  lon'^  been  jiractiscd  and  lii,i,dily 
a])pre(iat»Ml,  as  not  the.  least  elRcacious  among  the  many  sanative  agents 
available  in  such  cases.  By  some  they  have  been  and  are  still  used  with 
reference  solely  to  the  specific  virtues  of  th(«  substances  of  which  they 
are  composed,  whilst  others  esteem  them  all  for  their  one  common  virtue 
— attributing  to  them  no  other  curative  effect  than  that  which  arises  from 
their  capability  of  retaining  warmth  and  moisture  about  the  parts  to  which 
thev  are  applied.  I^oth  of  these  vi(3ws,  as  to  th(Mr  modm  operandi,  are 
proi)ably  correct  ;  for  th(^  iv'sults  which  follow  the  endermic  use  of  medi- 
cine undoubtedly  establish  the  tnith  of  the  former  ;  while  all  can  at- 
test the  good  results  which  are  frequently  obtained  from  the  application 
of  simple  poultic(\s  to  iiiHamcd  and  painful  parts,  which  of  course;  can  be 
attril)uted  to  nothing  more  tlian  the  relaxation  aitbrded  by  the  warmth  and 
moisture  which  they  contain.  It  is  for  this  property  of  the  poultice,  add- 
ed to  the  increased  revulsive  effect  of  the  mustard,  when  combined,  that  I 
propose  to  extend  dieir  use  to  acute  diseases,  involving  the  whole  animal 
economy. 

From  the  marked  success  which  has  attended  the  application  of  mus- 
tard poultices  to  the  entire,  or  greater  portion  of  the  surface  of  the  body 
and  extremities,  in  the  treatment  of  some  diseases  of  an  idiopathic  cha- 
racter, I  am  disposed  to  regard  them  as  a  remedy  of  more  value  than 
their  hitherto  partial  use  would  seem  to  indicate  ;  for  although  highly  es- 
teemed and  extensively  employed  in  certain  local  affections,  so  far  as  1  am 
aware  their  application  has  been  restricted  to  such  diseases,  or  when 
used  in  those  involving  a  greater  extent  of  tissue  they  have  been  applied 
only  to  combat  some  local  symptom. 

The  experience  which  I  have  had  with  the  mustard  leads  me  to  look 
upon  it  as  a  remedy  pc^culiarly  applicable  to  diseases  of  a  congestive  type, 
and  more  especially  to  congestive  fever.  I  have  found  it  a  most  prompt 
and  available  remedy  in  one  or  two  instances  in  which  I  have  used  it  in 
convulsions  occurring  in  children  ;  and  I  have  also  applied  it  advan^ 
tageously  in  some  cases  of  visceral  inflammation.  In  a  case  of  trismus 
nascentium  in  which  I  used  it,  there  was  a  considerable  abatement  of  the 
disease  under  its  influence  ;  but  as  the  violent  symptoms  afterwards  re-. 
turned  and  the  case  terminated  fatally,  it  cannot  be  considered  as  furnish- 
ing any  testimony  in  support  of  its  efficacy  in  that  class  of  diseases.  I 
believe,  however,  that  if  my  directions  had  been  carried  out  during  the 
12  hours  of  remission  and  comparative  ease  which  the  little  sufferer  seemed 
to  enjoy  imiutMliately  after  the  application  of  the  poultice,  which  would 
have  brought  it  fully  under  the  influence  of  opium,  it  might  have  succeed- 
ed. That,  howevtM',  is  a  bare  supposition  ;  but  1  was  so  w^ell  pleased 
with  the  effect  which  followed  its  application,  that,  though  the  case 
proved  fatal,   taking  into   consideration    the    very    unsatisfactory    results 
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whicii  have  generally  followed  tlu;  treatment  of  that  disease,  1  shall  test 
its  etiicaey  further  sliould  a  suitable  occasion  offer. 

From  its  })o\verful  at^ency  in  producing  diaphoresis,  that  end  so  often 
coveted  in  the  treatment  of  syiiochul  fevers,  I  am  induced  to  believe  the 
rnush  pouhice,  with  or  without  tlic  mustard,  apphed  in  this  way,  might 
form  a  valuable  adjuvant  in  tlie  treatment  of  that  class  of  diseases. 

Thestn  remarks  are  not  hilended  to  depreciate  the  value  of  fre«;  inter- 
nal medication.  Indeed,  in  most  of  the  cases  in  which  1  have  used  tlie 
poultice  it  has  been  in  conjunction,  or  at  least  not  to  the  exclusion  of  any 
other  remedy  which  might  have  been  thought  available — so  that  one  who 
niay  be  disposed  to  cavil,  might  with  some  plausibility  dispute  its  agency 
in  [)roducing  the  beneficial  results  which  1  have  ascribed  to  it.  Never- 
theless, in  a  grc^at  majority  of  cases  in  which  I  \mve  rcsortc^d  to  it.  in  tlie 
diseases  alluded  to,  its  eifect  has  been  so  apparent,  that  notwitlislaiuling 
the  administration  of  other  remedies,  at  the  same  time,  no  one  could  mis- 
take its  promptly  favorable  influence.  And  it  frecjuently  happens  thai 
our  only  means  of  making  an  impression  upon  the  disease  is  through  the 
agency  of  external  applications.  As,  in  cerebral  congestions  attended 
with  coma  and  insensibility,  it  is  always  difficult,  and  sometimes  even  im- 
possible, to  administer  medicines  internally — in  such  cases  the  mustard 
poultice  is  entitled  to  the  very  first  and  highest  consideration,  as  the 
remedy  most  likely  to  produce  the  desired  objects. 

Though  this  is  a  remedy  of  most  singular  simplicity,  yet  a  few  re- 
marks as  to  the  mode  which  I  have  adopted,  both  in  its  preparation  and 
application,  may  not  be  considered  inappropriate. 

Supposing  the  patient  to  be  an  adult  of  the  ordinary  physical  propor- 
tions— boil  about  a  bushel  of  meal  to  a  tolerably  consistent  mush,  and 
spread  upon  a  shec^t  which  has  been  placed  on  a  wide  mattrass,  the  mat- 
trass  lyhig  on  a  low  bedstead.  The  mustard,  which  should  be  prepared 
in  the  mean  time,  by  mixing  thn^e  bottles  with  meal,  in  the  ))rop()rtion  of 
one  part  of  the  former  to  five  or  six  of  the  latter,  and  made  into  a  thin 
batter  by  the  addition  of  hot  water,  is  then  {)oured  over  the  mush,  and 
the  wdiole  covered  by  a  thin  sheet.  The  patient  is  then  j)laccd  about 
the  middle  of  die  poultice,  the  sides  of  which  are  folded  over  him — com- 
pletely enveloping  every  part  except  the  head.  The  mustard  applied  in 
this  way  is  rendered  much  more  active,  and  will  redden  the  skin  when 
diluted  in  this  way  to  one  sixth  of  its  strength,  almost  as  soon  as  cata- 
plasms of  unmixed  mustard,  and  much  quicker  when  applied  to  cool  or 
cold  extremities — consetiuently,  if  ap])litMl  without  being  blended  with 
some  farinaceous  substance  it  would  be  very  likely  to  produce  vesication. 

When  enveloped  in  this  way,  I  have  never  allow^ed  any  patient  to  re- 
main longer  than  from  a  quarter  to  half  an  hour,  but  have  been  governed 
as  to  the  length  of  time  which  they  were  allowed  to  remain  altogether  by 
tlie  iiiipr(\ssion  made  upon  the  disease,  and  see  no  reason  w  hy  they  should 
not  be  kept  on  a  much  longer  time,  if  necessary  ;  for,  when  combined 
with  the  mustard  in  this  way,  it  is  much  less  apt  to  produce  a  feeling  of 
faintness  and  debility  than  the  warm  bath.  It  w^ill  sometimes  be  found 
inconvenient  to  use  the  poultice  in   this   w^ay,  for  w^ant  of  proper  and  ne- 
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Cessary  appliances  ;  in  the  cases  of  y()nn<;  mtm,  for  instance,  living  in 
counting-houses  anil  other  placets  where  th(;y  liav(}  hut  lew  convciuiences. 
In  such  instances  a  less  trouhlesonie  nioch;,  and  one  which  1  have  prac- 
tised in  a  Tew  instances,  is  to  envelope;  each  linih  separately  and  (-over 
completely  the  chest  and  ahdonien,  Ironi  the  neck  to  tlu*  puhis,  with  the 
poultice  jirepared  in  the  same  way,  and  spread  on  large;  towels.  The 
ibrmer  mode  is  much  the  most  powerful,  and  when  practicable,  is  to  be 
preferred  ;  but  I  have  Ibund  the  latter  to  answer  a  very  good  purpose  in 
some  instances,  and  from  the  fact  that  it  can  be  b(jrne  for  a  much  longer 
lime,  and  with  less  annoyance  to  the  patient,  I  think,  perhaps,  it  might 
be  ecjually  efticacious  in  cases  of  a  less  urgent  description. 

In  ilhntration  of  diese  views,  I  will  append  a  few  cases  which  occur- 
red in  my  practice,  and  in  which  1  used  the  poultice,  pr(;pared  in  the 
manner  described  above. 

[We  omit  Dr.  B.'s  cases.  They  are  four  in  number,  and  the  patients 
were  of  ditferent  ages,  and  suffering  under  different  diseases.] 

In  a  case  of  congestive  fever,  treated  successfully,  but  which  is  too 
tedious  to  detail  at  length,  I  kept  the  extremities  enveloped,  and  the  chest 
and  abdomen  covered  with  the  mustard  poultices,  for  48  hours — re-apply- 
ing tluMu  every  4  or  5  hours. 

In  the  treatmejit  especially  of  those  diseases  which  depend  upon  a 
want  of  balance  in  the  circulation,  and  when  the  structural  lesion  is  not 
very  extensive,  the  mustard  poultice,  used  as  1  liave  recommended  it,  if 
not  in  itself  a  curative  remedy,  will,  at  least,  frequently  be  found  a  pow- 
erful adjuvant. —  Western  Medical  Journal. 


SINGULAR   CASE   OF  RETAINED    FCETUS— CYSTITIS   IN   A   COW. 

[CommiinicatPd  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 
To  tho  Gorrasponding  Secretary  of  the  National  Institute,  Washington. 

Dear  Sir, — In  October  last  I  received  from  you  a  notice  of  my  hav- 
ing been  elected  a  corresponding  member  of  the  National  Institute,  and 
beg  leave  to  take  this  opportunity  of  expressing  my  acknowledgment 
of  the  honor  thus  bestowed  ;  and  though  my  "  aid  in  carrying  out  the 
objects  of  the  Institute  "  may  be  very  feeble,  such  as  I  can  give,  from 
time  to  time,  will  be  cheerfully  rendered. 

At  present  I  propose  to  report  to  you  a  case  of  considerable  interest, 
and  of  uncommon  occurrence,  which  has  come  within  the  range  of  my 
practice. 

On  Sunday  morning,  die  23d  of  April  last,  I  was  called  to  see  Mrs. 
Fletcher,  wlio,  it  was  said,  had  been  in  labor  since  the  afternoon  of  the 
preceding  Friday.  I  found  her  in  an  extremely  feeble  condition :  skin 
cool;  pulse  small  and  quick  ;' complaining  of  excruciating  pain  in  the 
abdomen  (particularly  on  the  right  side)  Vv'henever  she  was  moved  ;  and 
unable  to  lie  upon  the  left  side  more  than  a  few  moments  at  a  time,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  severe  pain  thereby  produced  in  the  right.  She  also  com- 
plained of  nausea,  and  of  considerable  soreness  and  burning  at  the  epigas- 
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trium.  The  IuIkm-  pains  had  ceased  for  some  eight  or  ten  hours  ;  the  head 
iA  tho  child  was  not  in  rfaeli  ;  and  the  os  uteri  was  higli  up,  and  nearly 
closed,  thougli  soft. 

The  Ibllowing  history  of  the  case  was  ohtained  from  herself  and  at- 
tendants. On  Friday  she  had  eaten  pretty  heartily  of  turnip  salad, 
which  gave  her  a  violent  colic,  to  which  affection  she  has  heen  long  suh- 
ject.  In  the  course  of  tlie  afternoon,  lahor  pains  came  on,  and  a  colored 
midwife  was  sent  lor,  who  told  her  everything  was  going  on  well,  and 
that  the  child  would  soon  be  born.  She  continued  to  suffer  very  vio- 
lently until  Saturday  forenoon,  when  she  threw  up  the  salad,  which  gave 
her  a  good  deal  of  relief.  Whenever  it  was  proposed  to  send  for  a  phy- 
sician, the  midwife  assured  them  that  there  was  no  necessity  ;  that  the 
child  would  be  born  before  one  could  be  procured.  During  Saturday 
evening  the  midwife  herself  became  impatient,  and  said  the  delay  was 
ow  ing  to  the  child  lying  too  much  on  tlu;  right  side ;  and  in  order  to 
remedy  this  defect,  she  raked  that  side  down  violently  with  both  hands, 
which  gave  the  patient  very  great  pain,  and,  to  use  her  own  language, 
made  her  eyes  strike  fire  ;  and  produced  such  agony  that  she  sw  ooned, 
and  continued  unconscious  of  what  was  going  on  around  her,  until  the 
next  morning. 

She  informed  me  that  she  w^as  only  eight  months  gone  w  ith  child  ; 
and  hom  facts  stated  by  her,  1  have  no  doubt  of  the  correctness  of  her 
calculation.  I  could  not  ascertain,  satisfactorily,  whether  the  liquor 
amnii  had  been  discharged  or  not,  but  it  was  her  impression  and  that 
of  the  midwife  that  it  had.  There  had  been  some  hemorrhage,  at 
which  i\\v.  patient  was  a  good  deal  alarmed,  and  it  continued  in  a  small 
degree  when  I  saw  her,  but  was  easily  checked.  The  motion  of  the 
child  had  not  been  felt  since  the  injury  done  by  the  midwife. 

As  she  was  costive  I  prescribed  gently  oj)ening  medicines,  to  be  fol- 
lowed by  a  mild  anodyne ;  cups  to  the  e])igastrium,  and  aiterwards  a  blis- 
ter ;  fomentations  to  the  abdomen,  w  ith  perfect  rest  and  the  mildest 
nourishment.  As  the  pains  did  not  return,  1  left  her  in  the  evening,  with 
directions  to  send  for  me  if  they  should  do  so.  In  about  24  hours  I  was 
sent  for,  as  she  supposed  the  labor  had  returned;  but  it  was  a  false 
alarm.  The  hemorrhaoje  ha  vino:  increased  a  little,  acetate  of  lead  w^as 
prescribed,  which  stopped  it.  There  was  another  false  alarm  on  the 
•26th,  accompanied  with  an  increase  of  the  discharge.  A  slight  draining 
continued  at  intervals,  until  the  15th  of  June,  when  I  was  sent  for  on 
account  of  its  increase,  from  an  attempt  'o  get  up,  and  some  return  of 
colic.  The  abdomen  w  as  then  much  reduced  in  size,  but  there  had  been 
none  other  than  the  bloody  discharge,  and  no  unpleasant  odor  about  the 
patient.  I  called  to  see  her  again  early  in  October :  her  general  health 
had  gradually  Improved,  but  she  had  not.  yet  left  her  bed  excepting  to 
sit  up  in  a  chair.  The  discharge  had,  for  some  time  past,  assumed  the 
appearance  of  being  menstrual,  but  was  more  free,  and  returned  at 
rather  shorter  intervals.  The  womb  had  contracted  very  much,  and  felt 
like  a  liard  cake  eiglit  or  nine  inches  in  diameter,  which  reached  from  the 
false  ribs  to  the  pelvis  on  the  right  side  ;  its  left  border  extending  two  or 
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llnvo  inches  beyond  the  umhilirus.  Its  surface;  was  closely  adlierent  to 
llie  wall  of  the  abdomen  on  th(^  ri^ht,  for  a  consid(M-abl(;  space,  so  that 
when  the  patient  laid  u|)()n  her  leftside,  it  did  not  move  its  position  at  all. 
There  was  still  some  soreness  w  hen  pressun;  was  made;  upon  the  adhe- 
riMit  portion,  or  when  reclininti;  upon  the  opj)osit(5  si(l(;.  No  oftensivc;  dis- 
charge had  takcMi  place.  1  acUised  her  <i;radually  to  accustom  hers(!lf  to 
the  use  of  Ikm-  feet  and  legs,  as  she  had  not  done  so,  and  had  lost  their  use. 

On  the  1st  of  January,  instant,  I  call(;d  a<(ain  to  see  her.  She  had  n.'- 
0OV(M'(m1  her  ability  to  walk,  and  had  been  ntteiidinn^  to  her  domestic,  con- 
cerns, her  generid  health  and  strength  being  much  improved.  Her  sto- 
mach was  still  weak,  which  compelled  her  to  exercise  much  prud(;ncc  in 
eating.  From  an  indiscretion  in  this  respect,  she  liad  had  an  attack  of 
colic  some  weeks  before,  which  had  increased  the  periodical  discharge 
from  the  womb,  and  given  it  something  of  a  hemorrhagic  character. 
Since  this  last  accident,  she  had  only  had  a  week's  interval  of  entire  ex- 
emi)tion  from  discharge  ;  it  was  not  free,  however,  but  a  portion  of  the 
time.  The  tumor  had  lessened,  In  some  measure,  since  my  visit  in  Oc- 
tober. It  is  now  from  seven  to  elglit  inches  (measured  by  my  span)  in 
diameter,  and  flat  upon  the  surface.  There  is  less  soreness  upon  pres- 
sure, but  the  patient  frequently  feels  little  sharp  pricking  pains  where  It  is 
adherent.     There  is  still  no  offensive  discharge. 

Mi-s.  Fletcher  is  the  wife  of  a  laborer ;  she  is  about  35  or  40  years  of 
age,  and  the  mother  of  eight  children.  Her  previous  labors  were  with- 
out serious  difficulty  or  accident.  She  has  a  dark  and  sallow  complex- 
ion ;  is  probably  of  a  bilious  temperament ;  and  of  a  family  Inclined 
somewhat  to  consumption.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  her  case  is  one 
of  genuine  pregnancy.  It  was  attended  in  the  first  months  with  the  same 
signs  which  had  accompanied  her  other  pregnancies  ;  and  from  the  pe- 
riod of  quickening  to  the  time  of  her  accident,  she  had  felt  the  motions 
of  the  foetus  as  distinctly  and  frequently  as  In  any  other.  The  head  of 
the  child  was  also  felt  by  the  midwife. 

I  shall  continue  to  observe  this  case  from  time  to  time  ;  and  if  I  live 
to  witness  its  final  issue,  will  report  It  to  the  '•  Institute."  There  is  one 
striking  coincidence  (and  the  only  one)  In  this  case  and  the  one  reported 
by  my  friend,  Dr.  T.  Miller,  which  was  published  In  the  Medical  Ex- 
aminer of  October  29th,  1842,  viz.,  the  Inflammation  of  the  peritoneum, 
and  the  adhesion  of  the  womb  to  the  parietes  of  the  abdomen. 

I  have  recently  heard  of  several  cases  of  retained  foetus  in  different 
animals,  diat  were  attended  with  no  permanent  injuiy  to  thQ  constitution. 
The  fim  was  related  to  me  by  Col.  J.  W.  Ware  (of  Clarke  County)  of  a 
cow  that  belonged  to  his  overseer,  and  had  ceased  breeding  for  six  years, 
and  becoming  very  fat,  the  Colonel  was  Induced  to  purchase  her  for  a  beef. 
At  the  request  of  her  former  owner,  w  ho  was  curious  to  know  why  she  had 
become  barren,  when  she  was  killed  the  Colonel  examined  her,  and  found 
in  her  womb  the  bones  of  a  calf  and  a  large  quantity  of  purulent  matter. 
The  second  is  that  of  a  sow  that  belonged  to  one  of  my  near  neighbors. 
Having  become  barren,  she  was  fatted  and  killed,  and  in  her  womb  were 
contained  the  bones  of  a  litter  of  pigs.     The  third  was  that  of  a  hare 


loo  Medical  Mutters  in  Philadelphia. 

thai  was  caui^ht  in  February,  1841,  fjy  two  gentlemen  of  this  neighbor- 
hood. It  was  uncommonly  hu'^e  and  Ikt,  and  liad  within  it  four  yount^" 
ones,  in  a  state  ol  decay,  that  liad  attained  the  full  term  of  i^estation.  Jn 
neither  of  these  cases  was  the  caust;  ascertained  that  had  prevented  the 
biith  at  the  proper  time,  and  in  neither  was  any  discharge  observed. 

As  the  inquiries  of  the  Institute,  are  unlimited  in  nature  and  extent,  it 
will  not  be  thought  impertinent  for  me  to  relate  here,  a  case  which  has 
recently  come  under  my  notice,  of  extensive  cystitis  in  a  cow,  which  did 
not  interfere  with  her  general  health. 

Ill  February  last,  one  of  my  young  Devon  cows  was  discovered  to  be 
in  dilHcult  labor,  which  it  was  evident  had  continued  some  12  or  18 
houi-s.  Upon  examination,  I  ascertained  that  the  difHculty  was  caused 
by  a  breech  presentation,  which  is  very  bad  in  a  cow,  or  a  mare.  Seeing 
that  she  sufferred  much,  and  that  the  labor  made  no  progress,  I  jiassed 
a  long  and  strong  rope  around  the  bend  of  each  of  the  calf's  hind  legs, 
and  gave  each  rojie  to  two  strong  men,  whilst  others  supported  the  cow. 
Repeated  etforts  were  made  in  this  way  to  effect  die  delivery,  without 
the  slightest  result.  1  then  attached  a  very  strong  and  gentle  hoi^se  to 
the  ropes,  who,  in  a  short  time,  deliv^ered  the  hind  legs,  and  the  rest  was 
accomplished  without  difficulty.  In  this  operation  the  cow  was,  necessa- 
rily, a  good  deal  bruised  ;  and  continued  feeble  till  spring.  In  the  course 
of  the  summer  she  became  very  sleek  and  fat,  but  she  had  an  inconti- 
nence of  urine,  and  was  constantly  "bulhng."  She  was  killed  in  No- 
vember ;  and  feeling  a  curiosity  to  know  the  cause  of  the  incontinence, 
1  examined  the  organs  concerned.  The  vagina  was  considerably  injected, 
and  just  within  the  os  externum  there  were  several  cicatrices,  and  some 
ulcei-s  not  entirely  healed.  The  bladder  contained  no  urine,  but  six  or 
eight  blackish  lumps,  which  appeared  to  be  concrete  pus.  The  coats 
were  about  half  an  inch  thick,  and  the  mucous  membrane  was  ulcerated 
throughout,  being  divided  by  numerous  deep  cracks,  and  fissures.  The 
urethra  was  in  the  same  situation.  The  sphincters,  both  of  the  neck 
and  of  the  orifice  of  the  urethra,  were  paralyzed  and  patulous,  and  their 
mucous  covering  smooth  and  highly  injected.  The  womb  was  empty, 
and  looked  healthy  externally,  but  I  neglected  to  examine  its  internal 
surface. 

Whether  the  human  system  would  be  capable  of  thriving  with  such  a 
state  of  disease  in  the  bladder,  I  have  not  had  experience  enough  to  ena- 
ble me  to  determine  ;  but  I  think  it  quite  likely  that  under  a  proper  sys- 
tem of  diet,  &LC.,  much  mucous  disease  might  be  endured  in  that  organ 
for  a  long  time.  I  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  ob't  serv't, 

'•'  The  Plains,''  Fauquier  Co.,  Va.  Robert  E.  Peyton. 


MEDICAL   MATTERS  IN  PHILADELPHIA. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

My  Dear  Sir, — When  I  saw  you  in  December  last,  I  think  you  request- 
ed me  to  give  you  my  impressions  of  the  medical  institudons  of  Phila- 
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(Ic^lphiii — to  which  place  !  was  then  ^uiii'j;  to  s|)(MHi  a  few  weeks  in  tlic 
h()^i|)ilals  and  locture  moms.  I>y  nioans  of  yonr  kind  letter  of  intioduc- 
tion  lo  l*rol".  I'ancoiist,  1  soon  formed  a  cordial  and  liappy  ac(juaintance 
with  si'Ncral  of  die  medical  fiicnlty.  By  their  kin(ln(;ss  and  courtesy  I 
found  ready  access  to  the  wards  of  the  different  hospitals,  th(;  operating 
theatres,  the  puhlie  and  |)ri\ate  lecture  rooms,  the  museums  and  dissect- 
ing rooms.  Indeed,  a  stranger  soons  finds  himself  p(;rf(.'ctly  at  home  in 
the  midst  of  so  much  coiulesy,  refinement  and  good  will  as  })r(3vail  in 
the  professional  circles  of  Fhiladel])hia.  To  speak  of  all  the  inten^sting 
features  of  Philadelphia  as  ihe  great  Emporium  of  Medical  Science, 
would  perhaps  he  too  great  a  tax  upon  my  time  and  your  patienc(;.  Of 
die  learning,  the  elocjuence  and  the  skill  of  many  of  the  Professors,  I  need 
not  speak,  as  their  fame  is  known  world  wide  ;  and  yet  we  can  scarcely 
appreciate  the  talent  and  power  of  these  gifted  authors  till  in  the  lec- 
ture room,  the  clinique,  or  the  operating  theatre,  the  intrinsic  ex- 
cellence of  their  performances  is  scanned  and  tested.  If  a  professor's 
fame  be  indeed  factitious,  it  cannot  long  endure  the  scrutiny  which  would 
be  brought  to  bear  upon  him  by  a  class  of  400  or  500  students.  Hence 
the  continued  popularity  of  a  professor  is  prima  facie  evidence  that  his 
department  is  well  and  acceptably  taught.  This  remark  is  true  not  only 
of  those  veteran  sages  in  medicine  whose  teachings  have  come  to  be  al- 
most oracular,  but  also  is  pre-eminently  true  of  the  younger  and  more 
modern  luminaries  of  science  who  adorn  some  of  the  Philadelphia  ))ro- 
fessoi'ships.  Of  the  latter,  the  Jefferson  College  can  marshal  a  brilliant 
galaxy  ;  men  who  bring  not  only  genius,  industry,  talent  and  skill,  but 
also  eloquence,  urbanity  and  refinement,  to  the  discharge  of  their  daily 
duties  in  the  lecture  room.  The  profound  scientific  acquirements  of  these 
men,  united  with  a  most  thorough  and  pleasing  mode  of  teaching,  renders 
their  increasing  influence  and  popularity  no  mystery.  To  these  men  the 
American  profession  are  every  day  becoming  more  and  more  indebted  for 
their  perseverance  and  success  in  rendering  of  practical  utility  the  modern 
discoveries  in  chemistry  and  physiology,  and  the  improvements  in  thera- 
peutics and  surgery.  Their  untiring  zeal  and  brilliant  success  in  these 
departments  is  well  deserving  that  high  meed  of  praise  which  is  spon- 
taneously bestowed  by  all  who  hear  or  witness  their  performances.  In  a 
word,  Philadelphia  offers  the  hi  fullest  advantages  to  medical  students. 
The  amplitude  and  perfection  of  every  facility  for  acquiring  a  thorough 
and  accomplislied  professional  education,  is  probably  unsurpassed  in 
America.  The  present  number  of  students  attending  lectures  in  the  city, 
you  have  probably  learned  from  the  catalogues. 

I  have  now  in  preparation  an  article  on  the  toxicological  effects  of  some 
of  the  ''  Thomsoniaii  medicines,"  which  I  may  offer  for  your  Journal  If 
you  consider  the  subject  worthy  of  notice. 

With  great  respect,  your  ob't  serv't. 

AMij,  Ms.,  Feb.  20,  1845.  Alfred   Hitchcock. 


(  i«-^ ) 

TIIK    BOSTON    MEDICAL    AND    SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 

BOSTON,    MA  RCH     5,     1845. 


Ckemistrtf  for  Students. — Messrs.  Ticknor  &.  Co.  some  days  since  an- 
nounced the  contemplated  republication  of  a  new  and  instructive  volume, 
from  the  pen  of  the  distinguished  Professor  (Gregory,  who  was  recently 
elected  to  the  chair  of  Chemistry  in  tlie  University  of  Edinbur^di,  vacated 
by  the  venerable  Dr.  Hope.  Prof.  Gretrory  has  acquired  an  extensive 
reputation  by  his  large  work  on  Chemistry,  besides  some  other  scientific 
publications,  and  he  now  stands  at  the  head  of  British  chemists.  His 
new  book,  a  copy  of  which  we  have  seen,  is  an  admirable  abridgement, 
and  appears  to  us  to  be  ju.st  what  is  wanted  by  medical  students.  It  is  to 
appear  in  Boston,  under  the  editorial  supervision  of  Prof.  Webster,  well 
known  for  his  labors  in  the  chair  of  Chemistry,  at  the  University  in  Cam- 
bridge. Just  such  an  assistant  will  find  a  market  in  the  New  Euirland 
colleges.  Every  teacher  of  Chemistry,  says  Dr.  Gregory,  in  the  preface, 
must  have  felt  the  want  of  a  compact  text  book,  the  price  of  which  might 
place  it  within  the  reach  of  every  student ;  and  it  is  the  "  long  felt  source 
of  this  want,  which  has  led  me  to  compile  these  outlines."  We  learn, 
from  good  authority,  that  the  large  book  of  this  author  has  quite  super- 
seded Turner's,  which  for  many  years  has  had  high  reputation.  We  feel 
no  small  degree  of  interest  in  the  enterprise,  from  a  conviction  that  chem- 
istry is  too  much  hurried  over  in  medical  schools  ;  but  the  vvoful  deficiency 
of  guide-books,  is  something  of  an  apology.  Whenever  the  publishers 
have  it  ready  for  sale,  we  shall  again  advert  to  it. 


Principles  of  Medical  Jurisprudence. — This  is  a  welcome  volume.  It 
embraces  just  so  much  of  anatomy,  physiology,  pathology  and  the  practice 
of  medicine,  says  the  title  page,  as  are  essential  to  be  known  by  lawyers, 
coroners,  magistrates,  and  officers  of  the  army  and  navy,  &lc.  Its  author 
is  Wm.  A.  Guy,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Forensic  Medicine  in  Kings'  College, 
London.  He  is  a  man  of  vast  industry,  as  this  rich  accumulation  of  facts 
in  medical  jurisprudence  abundantly  shows.  Dr.  C.  A.  Lee,  of  New  York, 
has  added  200  pages  of  original  matter,  to  adapt  the  whole  to  the  wants 
of  the  medical  and  legal  profession  in  the  United  States. 

We  can  do  little  more,  the  present  week,  than  announce  the  appearance 
of  this  valuable  treatise.  We  shall  hereafter  allude  more  particularly  to 
the  various  subjects  discussed  by  Dr.  Guy.  Copies  are  on  sale  at  Messrs. 
Jordan,  Svyift  &  Wiley's,  in  this  city. 


Maine  Insane  Hospital  in  1844. — Isaac  Ray,  M.D.,  an  author  of  celeb- 
rity, is  the  medical  superintendent  of  this  institutit)n,  assisted  by  Horatio  S. 
Smith,  M.D.  A  report  from  the  trustees  is  quite  satisfactory  respecting 
the  financial  condition  of  the  institution.  There  were  remaining  in  the 
hospital,  Nov.  30tli,  1844,  7G  patients,  viz.,  50  males  and  26  females. 
The  greatest  number,  at  any  one  time  in  the  year,  79;  the  average  num- 
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bcr,  70.  Til  lookinjt  ov(M-  tlu;  Superiiitoiidont's  report,  it  is  found  to  be 
cliaractcriztMl  l)y  i,'oo(l  sciisr,  iiiid  just  views  of  tlic  |)riiici|)l('s  which  should 
iulhieuco  :i  uiiui  in  Dr.  Jliiy's  situiition.  Tliou^^rh  he  jircscuts  iiothm^r  in 
his  nuxle  of  treatment  j)articularly  strikinir,  tlieic;  is  a  conviction  on  the 
mind  of  tlie  reader  tliat  Ik;  is  a  |)rofoun(l  luedicid  in(|uirer,  always  solicit- 
ous to  understand  tlic  lanj^uji^e  whicli  nature  addresses  to  him,  even  iVoni 
the  lips  and  conduct  of  the  insane.  Medical  gentlemen  are  now  so  well 
a<rreed  upon  w  hat  the  proper  course  of  manaireuient  shoidd  he  with  insane 
patients,  that  we  do  not  e.xpect  the  pronujliration  of  any  novel  doctrines  ; 
indeed,  an  aiaruj  would  at  once  be  excited  by  the  introduction  of  new 
processes,  nuich  at  variance  with  those  now  adopted.  The  law  of  humanity 
urges  the  curative  treatment  of  lunatics;  they  are  not  placed  in  asylums 
to  be  victimized  with  useless  doses  of  drugs.  This  is  altogether  a  glo- 
rious age  for  our  insane  fellovv  beings;  though  truly  unfortunate  in  their 
insanity,  their  lives  liave  fallen  in  pleasant  places  when  under  the  care  of 
Buch  men  as  now  have  the  management  of  our  lunatic  asylums. 


Imlignation  Meeting  at  the  Tranaylvania  Medical  School. — An  extra 
Observer  and  Reporter,  from  Lexington,  Ky.,  brings  intelligence  of  a 
numerously-attended  meeting  of  medical  students  in  that  city,  at  which 
Mr.  Tread  well,  of  South  Carolina,  presided.  The  object  was  to  contradict 
certain  assertions  of  Dr.  Pinckard,  who  has  been  treating  the  news-hunt- 
ers wMth  his  personal  views  and  opinions  in  regard  to  the  internal  organi- 
zation of  the  medical  department  of  Transylvania  University.  Students 
appear  not  to  have  been  as  plenty  as  common  this  session,  and  the  cause 
is  imputed  by  these  gentlemen,  if  we  understand  the  extra,  to  the  un- 
called-for manifestos  of  Dr.  Pinckard.  The  paper  says,  in  plain  words, 
that  the  doctor  got  soured  in  consequence  of  not  being  retained  in  the 
service  of  the  State  Lunatic  Asylum.  The  circular  sums  up  the  sins  of 
their  literary  foe  in  a  summary  manner,  by  declaring  that  "he  is  in  pur- 
suit of  notoriety,  without  being  mindful  of  its  character  or  mode  of  ac- 
quisition;  and  all  his  thoughts  and  feelings  are  merged  in  one  malicious 
intent — in  one  reckless  design.  He  covets  the  downfall  of  our  school, 
and  would  triumph  in  the  event,  merely  because  it  would  appease  the 
anger  he  loves  to  cherish,  particularly  for  two  of  its  professors.  We  hope 
that  the  community  abroad  will  discountenance  his  efforts  and  contemn 
his  motives,  as  they  are  despised  and  abhorred  by  the  people  of  Lexington. 
He  is  a  man  of  no  consequence  at  home,  and  he  is  not  entitled  to  the  in- 
fluence he  has  acquired  at  a  distance." 

Surely,  this  is  making  pretty  free  with  the  doctor.  The  document 
from  which  this  extract  is  made,  is  signed  by  K.  F.  Stewart,  of  Ohio  ; 
F.C.Thomas,  Missouri;  J.  B.  Hudson,  Georgia;  Wm.  Garrard,  Ken- 
tucky, and  P.  Franks,  Kentucky.  As  two  of  them  are  neighbors,  it  is 
presumed  they  feel  warranted  in  taking  strong  ground.  Take  it  all  in  all, 
this  is  a  singular  aspect  of  affairs — a  respectable  body  of  students  pitted 
against  one  man,  who  is  firing  his  long  guns  into  the  very  citadel  which 
these  juveniles  would  fain  defend.  The  principle  that  animates  them  is 
commendable — the  defence  of  the  reputation  of  the  medical  school  of 
which  they  are  members. 
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Albany  Medical  i^lle^e. — It  is  trratil'viiii?  to  witness  the  prosperity  of 
the  dirterent  Schools  of  Medicine.  It"  tliey  are  too  numerous,  as  many 
fully  believe,  it  so  hap])ens,  the  present  season,  at  least,  that  they  are  all 
abundantly  stocked  with  patrons.  Students  are  more  numerous  than  ever, 
which  only  reminds  us  that  there  is  an  increase  of  population.  One  hun- 
dred and  eleven  names  stand  upon  the  catalogue  of  the  Albany  Medical 
College  at  the  commencement  of  lH4r>.  Those  who  are  familiar  with  our 
medical  schools,  know  very  well  that  the  Albany  College  came  into  exist- 
ence under  peculiar  advantages.  Sixteen  thousand  dollars  have  been 
given  by  the  Legislature,  alone,  within  the  last  four  years,  the  whole  of 
which  has  been  judiciously  expended  in  the  purchase  of  anatomical  prepa- 
rations, chemical  apparatus,  books,  and  for  improvements  in  the  building. 
Dr.  March's  operations  before  the  class  have  been  numerous. 


Vermont  Medical  College. — An  apology  is  due  the  friends  of  this  insti- 
tution for  not  having  earlier  called  the  attention  of  students  to  its  facilities 
for  medical  instruction.  The  fact  is,  we  are  so  overrun  at  times  with  books, 
pamphlets,  communications,  and  calls  of  various  kinds,  that  we  sometimes 
lose  siiiht  of  something  that  was  marked  for  immediate  attention.  Answers  to 
private  letters  are  sometimes  delayed  or  omitted  altogether  from  the  same 
cause.  The  annual  lectures  in  the  Vermont  College  commence  to-morrow-, 
as  will  be  seen  by  turning  to  the  advertisement  on  the  cover.  Having  the 
honor  of  a  personal  accjuaintance  with  several  of  the  faculty,  we  can  truly 
say  that  they  are  gentlemen  of  experience,  and  have  no  superiors  in  rival 
schools.  The  new  College  edifice,  together  with  its  conveniences  for  pur- 
suing anatomy,  chemical  manipulations,  &.C.,  shows  the  liberal  policy  of 
the  trustees ;  and  it  is  creditable  to  the  State  that  so  much  talent  is  con- 
centrated in  the  Medical  College  at  Woodstock, 

Students  who  leave  this  city,  at  the  close  of  the  term,  would  be  in 
time  for  a  course  at  Woodstock,  and  thus  might  advance  themselves  rap- 
idly by  matriculating  there,  W^e  commend  the  institution  to  the  con- 
sideration of  an  intelligent  profession. 


Murtalitfi  of  the  Citif  of  Lowdl. — The  bill  of  mortality  for  Lowell,  dur- 
ing the  last  year,  is  made  out  in  a  manner  creditable  to  the  taste  of  David 
Wells,  M,D.,  the  ollicial  under  w'hose  eye  the  table  is  constructed.  The 
whole  mortality  for  the  year  was  86'2,  being  more  than  100  less  than  in 
1842.  On  the  other  hand,  the  deaths  by  consumption,  which  in  the  last- 
named  year  were  70,  in  1S44  were  77.  The  population  of  Lowell,  in 
May,  1840,  was  7,:U1  males,  13,740  females,  total  21,081.  In  May,  1844, 
9,4l}2  males,  15,037  lemales,  total  25,069, 

"  It  will  be  seen,"  says  Dr,  Wells,  "  by  comparing  this  with  the  bills 
of  mortality  of  formers  years,  that  while  our  population  has  been  increas- 
ing, the  annual  mortality  for  the  last  few  years  has  been  diminishing. 
Some  of  the  probable  causes  were  alluded  to  in  the  report  of  the  city 
physician  last  year.  The  enlightened  policy  of  the  city  government  in 
directing  the  construction  of  common  sewers,  and  the  enterprise  of  indi- 
viduals, in  multiplying  comfortable  habitations,  have  doubtless  contributed 
in  no  small  degree  to  this  desirable  result.  The  establishment  of  a  hos-i 
pital,  supported  by  the  liberality  of  the  corporations,  for  the  accommoda" 
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tion  of  tlio  si(.k  in  their  employ,  is  hclicvc;!  to  he  another  important 
aorencv.  Tlie  more  jrenciral  ditViision  ot"  a  knowledge  oi*  the  laws  of 
health  is  also  conducive  to  the  same  end.  An<l  may  we  not  hop(;  that  a 
more  rational  medical  treatment,  correspondincr  with  other  improvements 
of  the  age,  has  not  been  without  influence  ? 

"  But  while  the  general  mortality  is  less,  the  younger  portion  of  the 
comnumitv  has  sullered,  during  the  last  year,  in  an  unusual  degree. 
About  five  ninths  of  the  deaths  occurred  in  persons  under  ten  years  of 
age,  and  this  without  the  prevalence  of  any  unusual  epidemic  peculiar  to 
that  class.  We  are  admonished  by  this  fact,  that  whatever  causes  have 
been  operating  to  ameliorate  our  condition,  have  not  proved  equally  effica- 
cious to  them  :  and  that  much  yet  remains  to  be  accomplished,  in  averting 
and  removing  disease." 


Thr  New  Y^ork  Journal  of  Mrdkine. — Charles  A.  Lee,  M.D.,  of  New 
York,  favorably  known  for  his  untiring  industry  as  a  medical  writer,  has 
assumed  the  editorial  care  of  the  above-named  Journal,  which  was  project- 
ed and  formerly  conducted  by  the  late  Dr.  Forry.  Dr.  Lee  belongs  to 
the  school  of  energetic  writers;  he  is  never  prosy,  but  sound,  and  always 
manifests  a  fairness  that  commands  the  respect  of  all  classes  of  readers. 


Singular  Case  of  Luminous  Breath. — A  case  has  been  reported  to  the 
Liverpool  Pathological  Society,  which  occurred  in  a  Poor  House  near 
Liverpool,  in  which  the  patient,  during  twenty  minutes  before  death,  on 
the  night  of  November  J 6th,  emitted  a  luminous  breath,  which  was  com- 
pared by  the  attendant  to  a  "  red-hot  coal-like  streak  on  his  mouth."  The 
patient  was  47  years  old,  had  formerly  been  a  drunkard,  though  he  had 
taken  no  spirits  for  six  weeks,  had  had  hemorrhage  of  the  bowels,  and 
latterly  anasarca,  with  cough  and  expectoration.  The  phenomenon  was 
first  noticed  by  the  male  nurse  of  the  ward,  who  was  much  frightened  by 
the  appearance,  and  called  to  a  man  in  a  bed  opposite  to  witness  it.  This 
man  also  saw  the  '*  red-hot "  appearance  on  the  dying  man's  cheek. 
Neither  of  them  went  up  to  the  man  while  breathing  continued,  but  when 
it  ceased  the  nurse  went  and  tied  up  his  chin.  Both  of  them  were  satis- 
fied it  could  not  have  been  caused  by  any  reflection  from  the  fire  in  the 
fire-place  or  from  the  gas  jet  which  was  burning  very  low.  The  two  wit- 
nesses looked  upon  the  matter  as  a  moral  rather  than  a  medical  one,  and 
therefore  did  not  mention  it  to  the  surgeon  till  the  body  was  removed  for 
interment,  when  it  was  too  late  for  a  post-mortem  examination. 


Poisoning  hij  Lead. — It  seems  that  the  buck  hounds  belonging  to  the 
Queen  of  England  have  been  suffering  for  two  years  with  what  is  termed 
*'  kennel  lameness."  It  has  at  length  been  pretty  satisfiictorily  ascertain- 
ed that  this  was  caused  by  the  water  which  supplied  the  kennel  passing 
for  a  considerable  distance  through  leaden  pipes.  On  analysis,  a  pint  of 
the  water  was  found  to  contain  two  grains  of  solid  matter,  mostly  carbon- 
ate of  lead,  not  a  particle  of  which  could  be  detected  in  the  water  of  the 
spring  before  reaching  the  leaden  pipes.  These  pipes  were  accordingly  all 
removed,  and  wooden  ones  substituted.  Should  the  royal  pack  escape  the 
attacks  of  lameness  during  the  approaching  hunting  season,  its  cause 
will  be  abundantly  proved,  and  an  important  truth  confirmed  by  their 
means. 
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•  (rrafton  Distriit  (N.  II.)  Mid'ndl  Sutiety. — At  the  annual  meeting  of 
tlie  Grafton  District  of  the  New  Jlumpsliire  Medical  Society,  tlie  follow- 
inor  otHcers  were  chosen.  C.  B.  Haiiiilion,  M.D.,  Lyme,  Praidtnt ;  Mark 
11^  Woodbury,  M.D.,  Rumney,  Vice  FrcsUbnt;  VVillard  Hosford,  M.D., 
Orford,  Sccrctarii^  Trcasunr  and  lAbrarian  ;  Dixi  Crosby,  M.D.,  Hano- 
ver, Phineas  Spaulding,  M.D.,  llaverlull,  Adoniram  Smalley,  M.D.,  Lyme, 
Directors. 


BoyUton  Prizes. — We  learn  from  tlie  papers  that  tlie  prizes  for  dis- 
sertations for  this  year  were  assigned  by  the  committee  to  the  following 
gentlemen  : 

First  prize,  to  Mr.  Frederick  Howes,  Jr.  Salem,  Mass.,  for  a  disserta- 
tion on  "  Scrofula." 

Second  prize,  to  Mr.  Edward  Hammond  Clarke,  Cambridge,  Mass.,  for 
a  dissertation  on  "  Pneumonia." 

Third  prize,  to  Mr.  Henry  Augustine  Martin,  Boston,  for  a  dissertation 
on  "  Hemorrhage  from  Arteries."  Another  third  prize,  to  Mr.  Jonathan 
Oilman  Morse,  Moultonboro',  N.  H.,  for  a  dissertation  on  "  Cancer." 


Insanity  in  Neio  Jersey. — It  has  been  stated  that  there  were  in  New 
Jersey,  in  1840,  415  insane  persons  and  200  idiots,  and  the  number  is  at 
present  much  larger.  From  a  public  report  on  Jails  and  Poor  Houses  in 
the  counties  of  Cumberland,  Salem,  Gloucester,  Burlington  and  a  part  of 
Monmouth,,  it  appears  that  there  are  in  these  counties  60  insane  persons. 
One  of  the  number  has  been  crazy  17  years,  and  another  nearly  30.  One 
has  been  out  of  his  small  apartment  but  ten  times  in  19  years.  He  has 
been  chained  by  the  leg  more  than  '20  years  !  and  the  only  warmth  intro- 
duced into  his  cell,  is  from  a  small  stove  pipe,  which  passes  through  one 
corner  of  it. 


Blisters  in  Children. — Some  discussion  took  place  respecting  the  use 
of  blisters  in  children.  Generally,  their  employment  was  looked  upon  as 
only  a  choice  of  evils,  and  two  cases  were  related  in  which  their  applica- 
tion produced  fatal  results.  The  president  had  found,  in  cases  where 
blistered  surfaces  were  healed  with  difficulty,  that  the  mixture  of  a  grain 
or  two  of  opium  with  an  ounce  of  spermaceti  ointment  was  of  great  bene- 
fit. In  cases  in  which  morphia  was  employed  endemically,  the  difficulty 
often  was,  to  keep  the  blistered  surface  open. — London  Mediccd  Society 
liepurt,  in  Lancet. 


St.  Thomas's  Hospital,  London. — This  royal  and  ancient  institution 
has  recently  received  the  distinguished  honor  of  adding  to  its  list  of  gov- 
ernors his  Royal  Highness  Prince  Albert.  A  deputation,  consisting  of 
Sir  John  Pirie,  the  President,  Mr.  T.  B.  Burbidge,  the  Treasurer,  and 
Messrs.  William  Pott  and  Edward  Tyrrell,  governors,  attended  by  Mr. 
R.  A.  Wainewright,  the  Clerk  of  the  Hospital,  had  an  audience  of  the 
Pri^iro  on  Friday  last,  at  Windsor  Castle,  by  appointment,  when  a  splen- 
didly illuminated  copy  of  the  resolutions  of  a  special  general  court,  elect- 
ing his  Royal  Highness  a  governor,  together  with  the  green  staff  (in  ac- 
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cord.'iiicc  with  old  ostahlislicd  us.iirf)  and  the.  nistoiiiary  chnr^re  to  a  irov- 
criior,  wore  road  over,  and  prrsonted  to  his  Jioyal  llijfhnoss,  wlio  recoived 
the  same  with  his  usual  Mrl)aiiity,  nrid  was  phrased  to  express  tlie  int(!rest 
whicli  he  felt  in  the  instifulion,  and  liis  hope  that  his  having  become  a 
governor  miirlit  prove  useful.  A  plan  is  in  eontemplation  for  re-buiidintr, 
when  the  I'nnds  will  allow,  the  whole  of  the;  older  portions  of  the  hnildinir 
of  this  triilv  nohle  institution.  'I'his  plan  has  been  already  j)artly  carried 
into  effect  by  the  erection  of  the  two  mafrnificent  winirs  abutting  on  Wel- 
lincTton  street,  wliirh,  besides  the  increased  accommodation  they  aflonl  to 
the  sick.  contribut(^  in  no  trilliFiir  decree  to  the  general  vW('A',t  of  the  south- 
em  approach  to  the  new  Tiondon-bridge.  The  hospital  was  founded  by 
King  Kdward  VI.  in  the  year  1551. — Land.  Times. 


The  Epiznnfir  in  Germany. — This  very  disastrous  disease  among  cattle, 
originated  in  the  plains  of  Russia,  where  it  reigns  epidemically.  It  is 
considered  by  the  German  veterinary  surgeons  to  be  a  kind  of  contagious 
typhus.  The  various  German  states  organized  a  strict  quarantine  on  tlieir 
frontiers,  but  without  success,  for  it  has  invaded  Priissia  and  Austria, 
where  it  is  said  to  be  making  great  ravages.  It  is  nmch  feared  that  the 
disease  will  spread  over  the  whole  of  continental  Europe.  In  the  eigh- 
teenth century,  several  very  fatal  epizootics  ravaged  Europe  from  one 
end  to  the  other.  In- 1754,  such  immense  numbers  of  cattle  were  swept 
off,  that  several  governments  were  obliged  to  forbid  the  destruction  of  any 
cattle  capable  of  propagating  the  species. — London  Lancet. 


Medical  Miscellany . — Dr.  Charles  Gordon,  of  Boston,  on  retirincr  from 
the  command  of  a  military  company,  was  presented  with  a  splendid  case 
of  surgical  instruments. — Dr.  Warren  performed  the  severe  operation  of 
taking  out  a  large  part  of  the  left  upper  jaw,  at  the  Hospital,  on  Saturday, 
the  22d  ult.  The  patient,  a  man  of  between  50  and  60,  apparently,  bore 
it  well,  and  is,  says  report,  recovering  favorably. — Dr.  Buck,  of  Boston,  is 
urging  on  before  the  Legislature,  a  modification  of  the  law  to  give  greater 
facilities  for  anatomical  pursuits. — A  Dr.  Cordew,  of  Bath,  England,  has 
offered  a  challenge  of  o€1000  against  c£'l()0  to  the  mesmerists  there,  that 
no  clairvoyant  could  read  a  word  securely  closed  in  a  Seidlitz  powder- 
i>ox.  The  challenge  has  been  declined,  the  mesmerists  refusing  to  allow 
Dr.  C.  to  approach  the  clairvoyant  during  the  experiments,  or  to  agree  to 
other  means  proposed  by  him  as  securities  against  deception. 


Marhiko, — At  Wrentham,  Mass.,  Dr.  Nathaniel  Miller,  of  Franklin,  to  Miss 
S.  Bond. 

DiKo, —  At  New  York,  by  suicide,  James  S.  S.  Olcott,  a  tnedical  student,  be- 
longiiiof  to  Georgiri,  27. — In  East  Hamilton,  N.  Y.,  of  congestion  of  the  lungs, 
Noah  B.  Foot,  .Vl.i).,  aged  (37,  formerly  of  North  Branford,  Conn. 

Numher  of  de.iths  in  Boston,  for  the  weekending  March  1,  45— Mnles,  25  ;  Females,  20. 

Of  consumption,  6— typhus  fever,  2— influenza,  1 — old  Hge,  1  — lung  fever,  6— fits,  2— disease  of  the 
heart,  4— dropsy,  1 — infantile,  4— worm  fever,  1— disease  of  the  spine,  1  — marasmus,  1 — ejiilepsy,  1  — 
inflammaiion  on  the  luniis,  3  — liver  complaint,  1— scarlet  fever,  2— drojisy  on  the  hrain,  1— debility, 
1 — pleurisy,  1 — accidental,  J — erysipelas,  1 — croup,  1. 

Under  5  years,  21— between  5  and  20  years,  7— between  20  and  60  years,  11— over  60  years,  6. 
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Operations  during  tSham  Sleep. — With  respect  to  the  fact  of  a  person 
submitting  without  moan  or  eti'ort  to  have  his  teeth  drawn,  every  one 
knows  that  some  persons,  be  the  cause  wliat  it  may,  suffer  less  pain  from 
tlie  j)rocess,  or  have  nerve  to  bear  it  better  than  others.  We  see  the  same 
in  all  surgical  operations.  The  other  day  a  young  woman  had  the  opera- 
tion of  tracheotomy  performed  on  her  by  Mr.  Orr,  in  the  City  of  Dublin 
Hospital,  and  during  the  entire  operation  not  a  moan,  audible  to  the  look- 
ers-on, escaped  her,  nor  a  struggle  requiring  the  slightest  restraint  was 
made  by  her.  Now,  had  this  girl  been  subjected  to  the  manipulations  of 
a  mesmeric  juggler,  or  had  the  medical  men  present  been  such  simpletons 
as  to  cooperate  with  the  promoters  of  these  delusions,  we  should  never 
have  had  an  end  of  the  rejoicings  for  such  a  crowning  triumph  of  mesmer- 
ism.—  Dublin  Medical  Press. 

Rijectiun  of  Quack  Advertisements. — A  correspondent  (M.  R.  C.  S.) 
says,  **I  observe  in  the  Evangelical  Magazine  for  January  (page  JV2),  the 
following  noble  resolution  of  the  proprietors,  in  reference  to  quack  medi- 
cines : — *  We  will  therefore  cheerfully  abandon,  in  future,  the  publication  of 
all  advertisements  of  quack  medicines,  which  will  be  an  act  of  homage 
lo  our  own  taste  and  judgment,  no  less  than  a  concession  to  the  strongly 
expressed  opinions  of  some  of  our  best  friends,  who,  with  ourselves,  deeply 
deplore  the  disease  and  mortality  occasioned  by  the  nostrums  of  medical 
quacks,  published  daily  in  this  great  metropolis.'  This  honorable  stand  is 
made  by  a  most  extensively  circulated  journal,  at  a  considerable  pecuniary 
loss,  for  the  smallest  advertisement  in  that  journal  pays  eight  shillings 
and  sixpence.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  other  journals  will  follow  the  exam- 
ple ;  it  is  through  the  aid  of  newspapers  and  magazines  that  the  quack  suc- 
ceeds in  gulling  the  public.  No  small  part  of  the  moral  turpitude  rests  on  all 
who  are  the  paid  promulgators  of  the  pernicious  falsehoods  which  their 
fraudulent  advertisements  contain,  promising  to  do  what  every  scientific 
practitioner  knows  is  impossible.  The  Evangelical  Magazine  deserves, 
for  this  act,  the  thanks  of  the  profession. — London  Lancet. 

Licbijnr  when  a  Boy. — Liebig  was  distinguished  at  school  as  "  booby," 
the  only  talent  then  cultivated  in  German  schools  being  verbal  memory. 
On  one  occasion,  being  sneeringly  asked  by  the  master  what  he  proposed 
to  become,  since  he  was  so  bad  a  scholar,  and  answering  that  he  would  be 
a  chemist,  the  whole  school  burst  into  a  laugh  of  derision.  Not  long  ago, 
Liebig  saw  his  old  schoohnaster,  who  feelingly  lamented  his  own  former 
blindness.  The  only  boy  in  the  same  school  who  ever  disputed  with 
Liebig  the  station  of  '*  booby,"  was  one  who  could  never  learn  his  lessons 
by  heart,  but  was  continually  composing  music,  and  writing  it  down  by 
stealth,  in  school.  This  same  individual  Liebig  lately  found  at  Vienna,  dis- 
tinguished as  a  composer,  and  conductor  of  the  Imperial  Opera  House.  I 
think  his  name  is  Reuling.  It  is  to  be  hoped,  that  a  more  rational  system 
of  school  instruction  is  now  gaining  ground.  Can  anything  be  more  absurd 
or  detestable  than  a  system  which  made  Walter  Scott  and  Justus  Liebig 
"  boobies  "  at  school,  and  so  effectually  concealed  their  natural  talents,  that, 
for  example,  Liebig  was  often  lectured  before  the  whole  school,  on  his  be- 
ing sure  to  cause  misery  and  broken  hearts  to  his  parents,  while  he  was  all 
the  time  conscious,  as  the  above  anecdote  proves,  of  the  possession  of  tal- 
ents similar  in  kind  to  those  he  has  since  displayed. — Phrenologiccd  Jour. 
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Till::    DOCTRINE   OF   TKMFERAMRNTS. 

[A  Treatise  on  Hygiene,  by  Prof.  Levy,  of  Paris,  has  lately  been  pub- 
lished. From  a  notice  of  the  v/ork  in  the  last  No.  of  the  British  and 
Foreign  Medical  Review,  we  quote  the  following  remarks  on  the  tem- 
peraments.] 

We  have  met  with   physicians  who  could  not  distinguish  the  tempera- 
ments ;  who,  in  fact,  denied  their  existence.     Yet  the  doctrine  is  as  old  as 
medicine  itself,  and  under  one  guise  or  another  has  entered  into  all  systenis, 
and  guided  practice  in  all  ages.     Professor  Levy  discusses  slightly  its  his- 
tory, and  contends   for  the  real   existence  of  temperaments.     It  is  not 
possible  in  truth  to  define  in  mathematical  terms  the  material  conditions  of 
the  sanguine,  or  of  the  nervous,  or  lymphatic  temperament ;  yet  they  do 
not  the  less  certainly  exist.     M.  Royer  Collard,  one  of  the  last  writers  on 
the  subject,  if  not  the  last,  has  attempted  to  exhibit  their  characteristics,  and 
their  causes,  by  means  of  chemical  and  microscopical  analysis.     The  at- 
tempt seems,  however,  premature.     Professor  Levy  adopts  the  three  tem- 
peraments defined  by  Begin,  namely,  the  lymphatic,  nervous,  and  sanguine. 
The  states  of  health  and  life  they  represent  exercise  a  direct  and  almost 
supreme  influence  over  the  organism  ;  it  is  their  common  characteristic  to 
modify  every  part  of  the  body  and  ev^ery  function  as  well  in  disease  as  in 
health.     They  do  not,  however,  exclude  the  predominant  agency  of  cer- 
tain organs  on   the  general  system  ;  but  these  are  consecutive  on  some 
series  of  morbid   phenomena.     If  the  activity  of  the  hepatic  system  be 
morbidly  altered,  a  set  of  general  phenomena  may  arise  sufficiently  homo- 
geneous and  constant  to  warrant   the  belief  in   a   bilious  temperament. 
Writers,   on   such  grounds,  have  indicated  a   genital  temperament,  but 
Profc'ssor  Levy  classes  these  constitutional   characteristics  amongst  the 
idiosyncrasies. 

It  is  essential,  however,  to  remember,  firstly,  that  a  temperament  may 
be  combined  in  the  same  individual  with  one  idiosyncrasy,  or  several  ; 
the  lymphatic  temperament,  for  example,  with  the  bilious  idiosyncrasy. 
Secondly,  the  temperaments  may  be  united  with  each  other,  as  when  the 
nervous  is  seen  in  a  person  whose  blood  is  rich  in  fibrine  and  globules. 
Professor  Levy  remarks,  that  the  stumbling  block  in  practice  and  the  key 
to  individual  peculiarities  may  alike  be  found  in  this  complication  of  tem« 
peraments  with  each  other,  and  with  idiosyncrasies,  in  connection  with 
the  variable  elements  brought  into  the  economy  by  age,  habits  and  heredi- 
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taiiiu'ss.  The  tme  and  practical  end  of  hygiene  is  to  modify  the  tempera- 
ments and  idiosyncrasies  by  the  creation  of  new  habits  or  the  neutraliza- 
tion of  hurtful  agencies.  When  the  })lethoric  idiosyncrasy  arises  from 
repletion,  the  hygienic  rules  are  obvious  ;  so  also  when  the  cerebral  idio- 
syncrasy is  developed  in  literary  men. 

The  sanguineoua  temperament. — The  general  characteristic  of  this 
temperament  is  the  ease  with  which  all  the  organic  functions  are  perform- 
ed. The  respiration  is  deep  and  lull  ;  the  sanguilicalion  active,  digestion 
quick  and  easy,  innervation  well  ordered,  the  movements  free  and  regu- 
lar. In  this,  both  the  greatest  harmony  of  function,  and  the  finest 
symmetry  of  body,  are  to  be  observed.  The  mind  partakes  of  the  bgdily 
characteristics.  Gaiety,  vivacity,  ready  imagination,  courage,  and  in- 
constancy, and  more  of  petulance  than  deep  feeling,  are  seen  in  persons 
of  the  sanguine  temperament.  It  is  usually  supposed  that  the  vivid 
color  of  the  surface  indicates  an  abundance  of  blood.  This,  however, 
is  not  quite  correct  ;  pale  persons  have  sometimes  the  internal  character 
of  the  sanguine  temperament,  namely,  energy  of  hematosis,  an  unusual 
development  of  the  deep-seated  capillaries,  salient,  and  well-developed 
muscles,  &:c. 

It  has  been  supposed  that  the  size  of  the  heart  and  lungs  in  persons  of 
the  sanguine  temperament  corresponds  to  their  functional  activity.  Pro- 
fessor Levy  states  that  his  observations  on  the  young  soldiei-s  under  his 
care  do  not  bear  out  this  idea.  The  sanguine  is  the  temperament  most 
commonly  seen  amongst  them,  yet  minute  and  repeated  stethoscopic  in- 
vestigations have  not  shown  that  the  heart  in  them  is  of  unusual  size.  It 
is  predominant  from  its  susceptibility  ;  its  sympathetic  relations  are  more 
extended  ;  it  responds  quickly  to  all  })liysical  and  moral  excitants.  Hence 
the  blushes,  as  prompt  as  the  emotion  which  excites  them  ;  hence  the 
instantaneous  acceleration  of  the  pulse  under  the  finger  of  the  physician, 
he.  With  respect  to  the  lungs,  Professor  Levy  thinks  that  it  is  impossible 
not  to  notice  that  the  diorax  is  more  convex  anteriorly,  larger  and  deeper, 
and  predominates  over  the  abdomen,  the  latter  being  shorter  and  shrunk. 
Largeness  and  depth  of  the  chest  are  not,  however,  peculiar  to  the  san- 
guine temperament,  for  the  tall  lymphatic  Alsatians  are  remarkably  broad- 
shouldered. 

What  is  the  composition  of  the  blood  in  the  sanguine  ?  Professor 
Levy  infers  from  Andral's  experiments  that  there  is  an  increase  of  glo- 
bules, and  that  it  occurs  to  the  extent  of  0.140  from  the  medium  quantity 
0.1-27.  Professor  Levy  also  thinks  there  is  an  increase  in  the  solid 
matter  of  the  blood  and  a  diminution  of  the  saline  constituents,  or  rather 
in  the  salts  of  soda  and  potass. 

The  nervous  temperament. — If  a  number  of  persons  be  placed  under 
exactly  the  same  circumstances,  whether  moral  or  physical,  the  pheno- 
mena of  re-action  w  ill  be  seen  to  differ  more  or  less  in  each.  These  va- 
rying shades  of  difference  in  the  phenomena  are  due  to  the  varying  power 
of  the  agent,  the  nervous  system.  The  individuals  in  whom  it  is  pre- 
dominantly active  are  of  medium  stature,  expressive  and  lively  counte- 
nance, of  thin  fibre,  small  proportions,  pale  sallow  complexion  approach- 
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ini^  to  ycllowiioss.  The  cyc^  is  almost  always  vif  and  r(!slloss,  the  forr- 
lit'ad  lofty,  and  tlio  whole  head  disproportionately  Umu'  conipanid  with  the 
fiiee.  If  in  action,  their  motions  are  ahnipt,  jerkinej,  and  surprisingly 
energetic  when  eoniparcd  with  the  leanness  and  softness  of  their  muscles. 
To  lh(>  touch,  lh(^  warmth  of  tlu^  surface  communicates  a  sliar])  and  al- 
most hitiiii^  sensation,  instead  of  that  feeiint^  of  softness  and  moisture  ob- 
served in  pel-sons  of  the  sani^uine  temperament. 

Two  cirrumstancf^sare  ronsiden.Ml  as  belonirinfr  specially  to  the  nervous 
temperament  ;  a  considerahle  encephalic  d(;velopment  and  special  activity 
in  the  genital  organs.  The  sexual  propensities  of  ''  lean  dogs  "  are  pro- 
verhial,  hut  we  were  not  aware  that  popular  observation  on  this  point  had 
impregnated  the  doctrines  of  professors. 

The  characteristics  of  the  nervous  temperament  are,  of  course,  mobility 
— suscej)tihility  of  excitation — affectability.  The  disproportion  between 
the  cause  of  sensations  and  their  effects  is  usually  very  great ;  a  slight 
excitem(Mit  inducing  often  extreme  derangement  of  the  nervous  system. 
Yet  individuals  thus  endowed  are  not  so  debile  as  their  external  appear- 
ance indicates.  They  often  bear  toil  and  deprivation  better  than  the 
sanouine  ;  in  highly-depressing  circumstances,  they  shine  unexpectedly 
fortli  as  true  heroes. 

The  lymphatic  temperament. — This  consists  in  the  predominant  vitality 
of  all  the  organs  forming  the  non-sanguineous  fluids,  as  serum,  mucus, 
lymph,  &c.  It  is  diametrically  opposed  to  the  sanguineous  in  this,  that 
the  heart  and  vascular  system  are  at  a  minimum  of  development.  The 
tissues  which  should  be  most  abundantly  supplied  with  red  blood,  as  the 
muscles,  are  remarkably  pale  and  flaccid.  There  are  fewer  red  globules  in 
the  blood,  and  more  water.  The  strictly  lymphatic  individual  has  fair 
hair  and  complexion,  the  skin  is  smooth  and  soft,  and  marked  by  veins ; 
the  orifices  of  mucous  membranes  but  slightly  colored,  the  teeth  generally 
decayed,  or  of  a  pale  bluish  color  ;  the  cheeks  patched  with  red,  the 
manner  hesitating,  the  movements  slow,  the  hands  and  feet  large.  Pro- 
fessor Levy  thinks  that  this  temperament  is  one  exhibiting  a  degradation  o 
the  race,  and  that  its  causes  exist  as  well  in  society  as  in  the  atmosphere 
and  in  special  localities. 

The  compound  temperaments. — The  most  common  is  that  made  by  the 
union  of  the  lymphatic  and  sanguine.  It  is  the  leading  characteristic  of 
entire  races,  as  in  the  Upper  Rhine,  Alsace,  and  Normandy,  and  the  de- 
partments of  die  North.  The  remarks  of  Professor  Levy  on  idiosyncra- 
sies are  interesting,  die  term  including  what  we  should  designate  as  pecu- 
liarities of  constitution.  Doubtless  the  more  limited  use  of  the  term  with 
us  as  to  one  of  the  practical  results  of  idiosyncrasy,  namely,  the  special 
influence  of  remedies,  is  less  correct  than  this.  If  a  number  of  persons 
be  alike  exposed  to  a  current  of  cold  air,  the  pathological  results  differ  ac- 
cording to  the  idiosyncrasies  of  each  ;  one  will  suffer  from  colic,  a  second 
from  cough,  a  third  from  rheumatism,  &lc.  Predominance  of  organs  will 
combine  with  idiosyncrasy  or  temperaments,  as  the  hepatic  with  the  san- 
guineous or  nervous.  According  to  these  views,  age  modifies  the  idio- 
syncrasies, as  the  organs  are  developed  in  succession.    As  to  the  detection 


112  Putrid  Sore  Throat  and  Scarlet  Fever. 

or  diagnosis  of  idiosyncrasits  and  the  practical  application  of  this  know- 
lediiti  to  therapeutics  and  hygitiue,  little  can  be  said.  We  have  oui^sc'lves 
observed  dieni  most  frequently  in  persons  of  the  nervous  or  sanguineo- 
nervous  temperament  widi  a  scrofulous  taint. 

The  constitution. — The  constitution  of  an  individual  has  been  <i«me- 
rally  confounded  witii  his  temperament.  It  diflei-s,  however,  according  to 
Professor  Levy,  in  this,  that  it  includes  all  the  peculiarities  of  an  hidi- 
vidual  ;  is  in  fact  the  general  expression,  or  formula,  of  his  temperament, 
idiosyncrasies,  age,  sex,  habits,  liertHlitary  dispositions.  The  degree  of 
physical  energy,  the  greater  or  less  perfection  of  formation,  the  sum  of 
the  resistance  made  by  the  organism  to  the  causes  of  disease,  the  pmpor- 
tion  of  vitality,  and  consequently  the  probability  of  lif<;,  are  all  included 
in  this  formula.  These  elements  are  discussed  at  length  ;  then  the  en- 
ergy peculiar  to  each  temperament  and  idiosyncrasy  is  reviewed  under 
separate  heads,  and  various  statistical  details  given,  principally  from 
Woillez  (noticed  in  our  seventh  vol.)  and  Messrs.  Andral  and  Gavarret. 
The  researches  of  M.  Quetelet  are  freely  laid  under  contribution  in  sub- 
sequent sections,  having  reference  to  age,  sex,  height,  &ic.  Professor 
Levy  remarks,  that  one  cannot  but  notice  that  a  certain  height  is  coinci- 
dent with  a  generally  healthy  constitution,  and  vice  versa.  The  corps  of 
the  French  army  which  comprise  the  picked  men  are  the  artillery,  engi- 
neers, sappers,  miners,  &tc.  ;  they  are  selected  solely  because  of  their 
higher  stature,  the  regulation  height  being  six  inches  (French)  or  nearly 
one  tenth  above  that  of  the  infantry  of  the  line.  These  select  corps  not 
only  present  fewer  cases  of  sickness,  and  have  a  less  proportion  of  deaths 
than  the  infantry,  but  Professor  Levy  says  it  is  impossible  to  glance 
alon^T  the  lines  without  beins:  struck  with  the  difference  between  the  two 
classes  of  troops.  The  very  tall  men,  the  grenadiers,  are,  however,  much 
less  vigorous  than  the  short,  thick-set  men  in  the  light  cavalry,  the  chas- 
seui-s  and  volticreurs. 


PUTRID  tJORE  THROAT   AND  SCARLET  FEVER. 

[In  an  elaborate  and  well-written  article  in  the  Western  Journal  of  Medi- 
cine and  Surgery,  by  Dr.  Johu  Dawson,  of  Jamestown,  Ohio,  on  jmtrid 
sore  throat,  the  following  diagnosis  of  that  disease,  with  especial  reference 
to  distinguishing  it  from  scarlet  fever,  occui-s.] 

Having  discussed  some  of  die  more  important  lesions  connected  with 
angina  maligna  or  putrid  sore  throat,  we  will  now  institute  a  brief  com- 
parison between  it  and  scarlet  fever,  that  we  may  see  in  what  respects 
the  two  diseases  agree.  We  are  induced  to  do  this  because  some  of  the 
more  modern  writers,  including  Thomas,  Rush,  Mcintosh,  and  Eberle, 
have  regarded  putrid  sore  throat  as  a  mere  variety  of  scarlatina,  having 
no  claims  whatever  to  the  character  of  a  specific  disease ;  and  conse- 
quently demanding  for  its  treatment  nothing  but  a  modification  of  that 
proper  for  the  latter  malady.  Viewed  in  several  aspects,  the  two  diseases 
present  quite  a  similarity.     1 ,  They  both   prevail  mostly  during  the  vari- 
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able  weathor  of  fall  and  sprini; ;  2,  To  both  dlsf^ascs  (■lilldn-n  are  tho 
most  liable;  3,  Iknli  may  prevail  with  an  eruption;  \,  Hotli  are  reputed 
to  be  more  or  less  coiUat^ious  ;  5,  There  are  anatoiiiical  lesions  of  the 
throat  in  both  diseases,  and  eac^h  at  times  is  complicated  w  iih  uHimbra- 
nifonn  concretions.  There?  are  points  in  which, between  the  two  diseases, 
there  seems  to  be  som(;lhing  like  a  unity  of  diseased  actions.  Desirous 
to  avoid  making  distinctions  where  there  is  no  difference,  we,  neverthe- 
less, in  order  to  take  an  impartial  view  of  this  subject,  are  compelled  to 
a  brief  consideration  of  some  facts  in  connection  with  the  orif^in  and  pro- 
gress of  these  two  diseases,  which  may  go,  to  a  greater  or  less  extent,  to 
exhibit  a  contrast. 

1.  Although  it  is  mentioned  by  some  writers,  Thomas  among  the  rest, 
that  the  two  diseases  are  alike,  because  they  prevail  together,  some  child- 
ren of  a  family  having  one  form  or  variety  and  some  the  other,  we  con- 
fess, notwithstanding  we  have  witnessed  several  epidemics  of  scarlatina, 
that  we  have  not  yet  witnessed  one  of  these  in  which  there  were  any 
well-marked  cases  of  putrid  sore  throat.  True  a  great  many  cases,  dur- 
ing the  preval(Mice  of  an  epidemic  scarlatina,  may  have  the  anginose  va- 
riety of  the  disease  in  a  very  mahgnant  form  ;  and  instances  of  this  kind 
we  have  frequently  witnessed  ;  but  such  cases,  in  our  estimation,  con- 
trasted very  strongly  with  putrid  sore  throat.  On  the  other  hand,  when 
we  have  had  cases  of  sore  throat  occurring,  either  sporadically  or  epidemi- 
cally, no  scarlet  fever,  so  far  as  we  ever  knew,  was  prevailing  in  the  neigh- 
borhood at  the  time. 

2.  Adults,  as  a  general  rule,  escape  scarlatina.  At  any  rate  we  are 
acquainted  with  no  instance  in  which,  as  an  epidemic,  it  displayed 
towards  them  anydiing  like  a  total  preference.  In  the  epidemics  of 
membranous  angina  which  prevailed  during  successive  years,  from  1813 
to  1816,  in  so  many  parts  of  the  United  States,  adults,  and  those  advanc- 
ed in  life,  were  the  greatest  sufferers.  And  although  this  may  be  looked 
upon  as  a  striking  departure  of  the  disease  from  that  class  upon  whom  it 
is  most  predisposed  to  fall,  and  in  whose  systems  it  most  delights  to  rav- 
age, still  there  is  something  in  even  these  instances  of  its  prevalence 
that  creates  doubts  conceniing  its  identity  with  a  disease  that  observes  no 
such  pathological  habitudes  in  regard  to  age. 

3.  Prominent  among  the  pathological  conditions  of  putrid  sore  throat, 
are  the  exudations  of  lymph,  for  not  only  in  the  fauces,  but  also  in  a  num- 
ber of  cases  this  lymph  makes  its  appearance  during  some  period  or  other 
in  die  larynx  or  trachea,  and  thus  becomes  one  of  the  most  portending 
symptoms  by  which  the  disease  can  be  characterized.  These  anatomi- 
cal peculiarities,  so  far  as  the  larynx  and  trachea  are  concerned,  are  said 
to  be  wanUng  in  scarlet  fever.  Rayer  says  diat  although  the  exudations 
of  lymph  often  extend  to  die  lateral  parts  of  the  pharynx,  and  occasion- 
ally as  far  as  the  oesophagus,  they  are  never  observed  after  death  in  the 
larynx  or  trachea.  The  testimony  of  Dr.  Tweedie  is  equally  decisive  on 
this  point.  In  all  die  dissecUons  he  has  made  in  scarlatina  with  anginose 
inflammation,  no  instance  has  occurred  of  finding  in  the  larynx  or  trachea 
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Any  menibrunous  exudations.     Has  anybody  ever  observed  a  well-mark- 
ed case  of  scarlatina  terminate  h  croup  ? 

4.  Both  diseases  being  chararterized  occasionally  with  an  eruption, 
this,  perhaps,  if  properly  considered,  may  go  to  throw  some  light  on  the 
tliagnosis  of  the  two  maladies.  Scarlet  fever  of  any  variety,  when  it  is 
marked  by  an  eruption,  pres(Tves  about  the  same  degree  of  unifomiity 
in  the  character  of  the  eruption,  as  does  either  measles  or  smallpox.  It 
is  always  the  same  eruption,  varying,  however,  in  hue  and  copiousness. 
Constantly,  indeed,  it  consists  in  a  diffused  erythematous  blush,  and  the 
lesions  of  the  skin  or  efflorescence  have  always  the  appearance  of  not 
^eing  raised  above  the  cuticle.  Whether  the  efflorescence  be  fiery  or 
tionsist  merely  of  dark  purplish  stains,  the  integrity  of  the  phenomena 
mentioned  above  is  preserved.  If,  now,  we  can  place  any  reliance  on 
the  observations  of  our  best  authors  on  putrid  sore  throat,  the  eruptions 
\vith  which  it  has  been  characterized  have  had  nothing  like  a  uniformity 
of  appeanuice.  "Some,"  says  lluxham,  "had  a  cuticular  eruption. 
Others  had  it  of  the  erysipelatous  kind  ;  in  others  it  was  piistidar.'* 
Ball  speaks  of  the  eru})tion  as  being  erysipelatom.  Thomas  observed  a 
riark-colored  eruption,  which  he  regarded  as  being  unfavorable.  Eberle 
says  the  eruption  at  first  is  pale,  acquiring  in  most  instances  during  the 
progress  of  the  disease  a  dark  or  livid  hue.  These  are  examples  suffi- 
cient to  show  that  the  alterations  which  take  place  in  the  skin  preserve 
no  identity  of  appearance  ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  resemble  those  ibund  in 
typhus  fever  fully  as  much  as  those  peculiar  to  scarlet  fever.  This  being 
the  case,  we  cannot  see  the  propriety  of  classing  putrid  sore  throat  with 
the  exanthemata  or  eruptive  fevers.  Still  further  the  reasons  for  this  will 
diminish,  when  it  is  recollected  that  the  eruptions  of  putrid  sore  throat  are 
by  no  means  of  constant  attendance  in  the  epidemic  visitations  of  the 
disease.  In  the  Western  Journal  (Vol.  I.)  Dr.  Warfield,  of  Paris,  Ky., 
gives  an  account  of  an  epidemic  sore  throat  which  visited  his  neighbor- 
hood in  18-21,  in  which  not  a  single  case  was  characterized  with  an  erup- 
tion. Of  the  cases  we  have  witnessed,  none  have  been  characterized 
with  eruptions.  Modern  workers  generally  agree  in  the  fact  that  the  eiaip- 
tion  is  not  at  all  of  constant  occurrence  ;  and  we  know  that  this  is,  to  a 
limited  extent,  the  case  with  the  proper  eruptive  fevers,  including  scarla- 
tina. But  has  ever  any  of  the  eruptive  fevers  been  observed  to  prevail 
as  epidemics  sine  eruptione,  as  we  have  just  seen  has  been  the  case  in 
regard  to  sore  throat  ? 

5.  Scarlatina,  as  well  as  measles  and  sm-allpox,  by  pretty  general  con- 
sent, destroys  the  susceptibility  of  the  system  to  a  second  attack.  Of 
the  cases  reported  in  this  paper  four  had  been,  two  years  previo^isly  to 
their  illness  with  sore  throat,  afficted  ivith  scarlet  fever.  These  cases  all 
belonged  to  the  same  Amilly,  all  suffered  their  attacks  of  scarlatina  at 
about  the  same  time,  and  all  w^ere  seized  within  a  few  days  of  each  other 
with  putrid  sore  throat.  I  obtained  the  Information  of  their  having  had 
the  scarlet  fever  from  the  lather,  and  from  wliat  I  learned  of  him  it  was  of 
the  simple  variety  of  the  disease,  attended  with  a  copious  eruption  and 
some  distress  of  the  throat.     There  are  some  pretty  well  authenticated 
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insl:in('(>s  on  record  wlicic  llic  snmc  jxu'soii  li;is  Imd  sc;iil;iliii;i  twice 
(ncckiuM-,  Newman,  IVmns)  ;  and  irichter  says  lliat  castJS,  not  only  of  a 
second,  but  even  of  ihird  attack,  have;  I)(mmi  noticed.  Res|)ectal)le  as 
the  lestimonv  is  to  this  point,  we  are  nevertheless  inclined  to  the  opinions 
of  Witherinu.  I>ateinan,  and  Willan,  who  deny  the  possibility  of  a  s(;cond 
attack.  Cases  we  have  witnessed  ourselves,  where,  from  sonu;  cause  or 
other,  the  (lre<;s  of  disease,  h'ft  in  the  system,  aftcn*  a  first  ;ittack.  have 
continued,  upon  exposure  to  excitini;  causes,  to  Rivive  some  of  the  worst 
symptoms  in  the  fauces  for  years  afterwards,  and  it  may  he  that  it  is  tliese 
which  have  h(>en  mistaken  for  a  second  occurrence  of  the  malady.  Waivin.L^ 
howt^M-r.  the  further  discussion  of  this  (juestion,  W(»  may  remaik  that  the 
instances  of  a  secondary  attack  must  be  exceedingly  rare  ;  and  this  be- 
ing the  case,  it  would  be  a  very  strange  coincidence  that  four  of  such 
cases  should  take  place  in  the  same  family,  and  all,  too,  at  about  tli(.'  same 
time. 

6.  Most  diseases  attended  with  fever  have  something  peculiar  in  the 
excitement  with  w Inch  they  are  characterized.  In  this  respect  synochus 
fever  differs  very  widely  from  typhus.  Great,  now%  as  all  ^regard  this 
difference,  it  is  not  more  than  equal  to  that  observed  between  scarlatina 
proper  and  putrid  sore  throat.  In  the  former  the  fever  is  generally  of  the 
synochus  grade  ;  in  the  latter  it  more  nearly  resembles  typhus.  Nor  does 
the  fact  that  scarlatina,  once  in  a  while,  varies  from  this  grade,  becoming 
congestive  or  adynamic,  alter  at  all  the  matter  at  issue,  for  we  frequently 
see  fevers  of  an  inflammatory  grade,  after  going  through  the  acute  stages, 
from  some  peculiarity  in  the  system  or  the  circumstances  with  which  the 
patient  is  surrounded,  pass  into  a  typhoid  or  putrid  stage,  that  demands  a 
total  change  in  the  treatment.  Circumstances  of  this  kind  are  of  frequent 
occurrence  in  the  experience  of  every  physician  ;  but  no  one,  because  of 
this,  would  refjard  the  two  diseases  as  beino;  identical.  Hence  the  ex- 
citement  peculiar  to  sore  throat  may  at  any  rate  be  regarded  as  being  of 
sufficient  importance  to  give  it  a  respectable  place  among  the  diagnostic 
features  of  the  two  diseases. 

7.  Considered  as  an  element  of  diagnosis,  the  effects  of  remedies  may 
throw  some  light  on  the  difference  be^w  een  these  two  diseases.  Blood- 
letting has  been  regarded  as  a  very  available  agent  in  most  cases  of  scar- 
latina ;  particularly  in  those  where  the  action  of  the  heart  and  arteries  is 
great.  Most  practitioners  as  well  as  writers  speak  of  its  effects  in  terms 
bordering  on  praise.  This  is  not  the  case  as  it  regards  putrid  sore  throat. 
Here  many  writers,  from  Huxham  down  to  our  latest  and  best,  unite  upon 
the  position  that  abstractions  from  the  vital  current  are  of  douljtful  pro^ 
priety  during  even  the  first  stage,  wdiile  at  any  other  period  of  the  malady 
they  manifestly  do  harm.  In  scarlet  fever,  too,  there  is  more  or  less  toIe= 
ranee  to  the  loss  of  blood,  when  as  a  therapeutic  agent  it  is  but  slightly 
indicated,  while  in  putrid  sore  throat  one  bleeding  often  precipitates  the 
patient  into  an  irrevocable  state  of  debility.  Again,  the  evacuant  and 
depletive  medicines  so  frequently  resorted  to  in  the  treatment  of  scarlet 
fever,  find  but  little  favor  in  sore  throat.  The  best  writers  that  we  have 
consulted    come   to    the  conclusion    that   in  sore  throat   sustainin<T  and 
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sireni^theninj^  iiiediciues  to  the  irtiiuial  system  are  those  upon  which  most 
rehance  can  he  placed.  Tliese,  indeed,  as  we  shall  see  when  we  come  to 
the  treatment,  are  among  the  principal  means  by  which  the  disease  can 
be  treated  witli  any  prospect  oi  being  subdued. 

In  concliuiing  our  remarks  on  this  part  of  our  subject,  it  may  be  sub- 
mitted, in  limine : — 

1.  That  the  two  diseases  seldom,  if  ever,  prevail  together,  putrid  sore 
throat  being  as  liable  to  prevail  with  other  epidemics  as  it  is  with  scarlet 
fever. 

2.  That  scarlet  fever  is  confined  pretty  much  to  children,  while  putrid 
sore  throat  sometimes  prevails  as  an  epidemic  among  adults. 

3.  That  the  exudations  of  coagulable  lym})ii,  which  we  see  in  sore 
throat,  extending,  occasionally,  to  the  larynx  and  trachea,  jiroduciug  dip- 
theritis  or  secondary  croup,  is  never  found  in  these  situatior\s  in  scarlatina. 

4.  That  the  eruption  in  scarlet  fever  has  a  constant  appearance,  while 
in  sore  throat  it  varies,  being,  as  often  as  any  other  way,  erysipelatous  or 
pustular. 

5.  That  the  diathesis  is  rather  phlogistic  in  scarlatina  ;  in  sore  throat  it 
is  the  opposite,  the  former  being  attended  with  a  synochus,  the  latter  with 
a  typhoid  fever. 

6.  That  medicines,  depletive  and  evacuant,  succeed  in  scarlet  fever ; 
while  in  sore  throat  there  is  great  necessity  for  sustaining  and  strengthening 
medicines. 


AMPUTATION    AT   THE  SHOULDER-JOINT. 

The  shoulder-joint  is  found  disabled  by  injury,  more  especially  in  naval 
and  military  practice,  and  cases  occur  in  which  recourse  must  be  had  to 
amputation  at  the  socket  ;  but  this  is  an  operation  which  we  have  not, 
unfrequently,  to  perform  also  in  civil  practice.  1  have  been  obliged  to 
amputate  the  shoulder-joint  several  times,  on  account  of  severe  injury,  the 
arm  having  been  entangled  in  machinery,  and  torn  off  near  the  articu- 
lation. I  have  also  been  called  upon,  repeatedly,  to  perform  the  opera- 
tion, in  consequence  of  disease  of  the  humerus — perhaps  a  large  tumor 
growing  in  the  substance  of  die  bone.  It  is  an  operation  which  you 
need  not  be  afraid  of  undertaking.  If  there  be  anything  at  which  to 
be  frightened,  it  is  the  occurrence  of  hcemorrhage  during  the  operation. 
This  need  not  vex  you  ;  you  may  trust  imjilicidy  to  a  good  assistant  to 
press  above  the  clavicle  on  the  vessel  as  it  passes  over  the  first  rib.  The 
patient  must  be  well  placed,  so  that  the  pressure  may  be  effectual.  You 
may  lay  him  on  a  table,  and  secure  him,  in  order  that  he  may  not  slip 
away  from  the  assistant  ;  or,  what  is  better,  place  him  in  a  chair,  widi  a 
large  sheet  under  the  injured  side,  and  have  a  strong  assistant  to  hold  him 
up  and  support  him  in  die  chair,  and  dien  let  another  assistant  stand  be- 
hind him,  with  a  door-key  wrapped  round  with  a  bandage  to  press  down 
upon  the  vessel.  Besides  these  two  assistants,  you  require  a  diird  to 
aid  you  in  tying  the  vessels,     t  have  been  obliged  to  undertake  tlie  ope- 
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ration  wiih  only  one  assistant,  not  very  old  or  experienced,  and  a  postil- 
lion to  hold  the  patient  up.  I  was  sent  lor  to  a  youn'j;  limner,  who  had 
iiot  his  arm  enlaiedcd  in  the  rollers  of  his  thrashini:  niaehiiu!,  and  had 
it  e^l^ll(Ml  to  jelly  neailv  up  lo  the  shoulder.  1  arrived  ahout  the  middle 
of  the  ni^ht.  Ii  was  ;ii  a  plac<'  \vh(M'e  1  was  un!d)le  to  i)rocure  any  fur- 
ther assisiane(>.  As  mii^du  have-  been  expeeted,  then;  were  no  medical 
men  in  the  immediati'  neiuhhorhood,  and  1  had  with  me  only  a  young 
])U|)1L  and  the  man  who  (lro\'e  the  post-chaise.  All  the  j)eople  ahout  the 
iarm  were  tiMrifuMl  to  death,  and  woi'se  than  useless  ;  not  one  of  them,  in 
fact,  would  remain  in  the  house,  far  less  in  the  room.  Tlu;  one  lield  the 
pati(>nt  up,  and  the  other  compressed  the  vessel,  which  I  had,  of  course, 
to  take  up  and  secure. 

You  will  he  ouided  as  to  the  mode  of  proceeding;  hy  tlu;  nature  of  the 
accident.  You  may  ))ossibly  find  the  parts  so  lacerated,  that  there  is 
scarcely  anything  to  cover  the  articulation  ;  or  the  ann  may  be  shot  away 
close  to  the  joint ;  or  it  may  be  so  bruised  by  machinery"  that  you  have 
scarcely  anything;  to  do  except  to  cut  off  the  ragged  portions  of  skin  and 
muscle,  and  turn  the  bone  out  of  its  place.  You  find,  perhaps,  tliat 
there  is  no  bleeding ;  you  see  the  end  of  the  vessel  twisted  up  and  closed, 
the  inner  coat  being  drawn  within  the  external  one.  You  do  not  trust  to 
that,  but  draw  it  out,  and  put  a  ligature  round  it. 

But  then  you  may  be  called  upon  to  amputate  where  the  parts  about 
the  joint  are  perfectly  sound.  There  may  be  a  large  cartilaginous  or 
bony  tumor  surroundinii;  the  humerus,  or  growing  probably  from  its  me- 
dullary canal,  and  expanding  its  walls,  and  it  would  be  very  imprudent 
to  leave  any  portion  of  bone  so  affected.  Although  it  may  be  sound  in 
the  upper  third,  yet  you  should  take  away  the  whole  of  the  bone. 
The  danger  attending  the  operation  is  so  slight,  that  you  need  have  no 
hesitation  about  resorting  to  it.  I  believe  that  if  the  operation  is  well 
performed,  it  is  as  successful  as  amputation  below  the  knee.  I  amputat- 
ed in  one  case,  in  the  institution  over  the  way,  on  account  of  spreading 
mortification  ;  the  mortification  had  gone  up  so  high,  and  so  rapidly,  that 
there  was  scarcely  room  to  make  the  flaps  ;  indeed,  one  of  them  was 
slightly  discolored,  and  yet  the  patient  did  perfectly  w^ell.  The  mortifi- 
cation w^as  noticed  in  the  fore-arm  by  the  house-surgeon,  during  his  fore- 
noon visit,  and  when  1  came  (not  having  been  previously  apprised  that 
anything  untoward  was  going  on)  at  the  usual  hour  of  visit,  the  whole 
extremity  was  in  a  state  of  gangrene,  and  was  proceeding  rapidly 
upwards. 

If  the  parts  are  all  sound,  and  you  have  your  choice,  you  perform 
the  operation  by  transfixing  the  limb.  If  the  patient  be  sitting  up,  you 
make  your  posterior  flap,  in  the  first  instance,  on  the  right  side  ;  you  en- 
ter the  knife  below  the  acromion,  well  forward,  pass  it  away  down,  and 
bring  it  out  under  the  posterior  border  of  the  axilla.  If  you  are  ampu- 
tating the  left  ann,  you  enter  the  knife  in  the  opposite  direction,  and  bring 
it  out  below,  and  in  front  of  the  acromion.  Having  cut  out  the  flap,  you 
disarticulate  the  head  of  the  bone,  and  by  carrying  the  knife  thus,  it  is 
completely  detached.     The  assistant  is  then  able  to  put  his  fingers  down, 
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and  coiiipross  the  liumeral,  or,  ratine,  the  axillary  artery,  before  it  is  sev- 
ered. The  knife  is  then  behind  the  head  of  the  bone  ;  and  the  interior 
rtap  is  soon  made.  When  the  patient  is  properly  placed,  the  incisions 
may  he  coui[)leted,  and  tiie  arm  may  be  on  the  door  in  twelve  or  (ilteen 
seconds.  The  assistant  still  keeps  up  pressure  on  the  subclavian,  and  the 
gentleman  who" has  been  more  immediately  assisting  you  raises  his  fingers 
to  the  vessel,  holds  it  with  the  forceps,  and  you  tie  it.  You  then  sponge 
out  the  blood,  and  tie  other  vessels  that  may  be  bleeding,  such  as 
branches  of  the  subscapula,  and  so  on.  Tlie  parts  are,  after  due  time, 
brought  together,  and  form  a  good  stump  ;  but  they  are,  in  some  cases  of 
injurv,  of  course,  very  ragged. — IJston^s  Lectures. 
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ICdinimmicateil  for  t lie  Iloston  Meiliral  iind  Suraical  Journal.] 

Dr.  SroKKS,  in  his  "  Lectures  on  the  Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine," 
remarks  that  there  is  ''  die  hepatic  school  of  medicine,  in  which  the  exist- 
ence of  almost  every  organ,  except  the  liver,  seems  to  be  forgotten,  and 
of  which  the  creed  seems  to  be,  that  there  is  but  one  viscus,  the  liver  ; 
one  source  of  disease,  biliary  derangement  ;  and  one  cure,  mercury — a 
creed,  which,  though  not  enforced  and  defended  by  the  sword,  has  lost 
perhaps  as  much  of  human  life  as  others  whose  history  is  written  in  letters 
of  blood.''  And  Dr.  Bell,  in  a  note  to  this  lecture,  says,  "  the  teaspoon- 
ful  doses  of  calomel,  and  pills  with  calomel  for  their  basis,  by  the  dozens, 
are,  or  have  h^^vw,  j^rescrijjtions  luhich  have  cast  a  stigma  on  too  many 
American  practitioners,  who  see  but  one  disease — that  of  the  liver."  And 
Drs.  Edwards  and  Vavasseur,  in  their  "  Manual  of  Materia  Medica," 
speaking  of  mercurial  preparations,  say  that  '•  the  American  and  English 
practitioners  administer  daily  these  preparations  ;" — then  follows  a  list  of 
various  diseases,  in  which  the  preparations  are  employed  by  the  "  Ameri- 
can and  English  practitioners,"  terminated  by  an  he,  which  is,  accord- 
ino  to  the  learned  law  annotator,  Mr.  Coke,  quite  a  comprehensive 
character. 

There  is  too  much  truth  in  the  allegations  made  by  the  gentlemen 
quoted  above.  The  recorded  "  horrible  accidents  induced  by  mercurial 
ptyalism,  as  extensive  sloughing,  caries  of  the  jaw-bone,  adhesions  of  the 
ton^me  and  cheek,  he.  &ic.,"  are  attestations,  so  forcible  and  pointed  as 
not°to  admit  of  denial  ;  and  the  many  who  have  been  brought  to  "  the 
silence  of  the  tomb  "  by  the  ill-directed  and  inefficient  means  of  the 
Thomsonian,  the  Herbalist,  and  the  urine-doctor,  who  have  played  upon 
the  feellnf^s  of  communities,  in  abusing  the  regular  faculty  for  their  (a  b) 
use  of  mercury— give  conclusive  proof  that  the  hepatico-purgative  sect 
has  been  the  cause,  directly  and  indirectly,  of  physical  misery,  mental 
sorrow  and  of  death. 

The  remarks  of  Drs.  Stokes  and  Bell,  Edwards  and  Vavasseur,  natu- 
tally  excite  the  query,  why  has  the  doctrine  w  hlch  induces  such  a  con- 
Btarit,  almost  universal  application   of  mercurial   preparations,  so  many 
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ncUocatcs  and  disciplrs,  at  this  day?  And  to  this,  no  other  answer  c-,an 
!)('  iiivcn,  than,  that  it  i^  because  there  iuv  Uh)  many  in  tlu;  j)iaelic(i  of 
medicine,  w  ho  do  not.  either  from  inabiiit}'  or  shig»;isl)n(;,s.s,  ex(ircise  that 
'•  simple  oltservation  "  l»\  wliicli  Sydeidiam  was  enabled  to  "  ov(;rtuni 
the  lonn  hd)ore{l  and  sn|)j)osititious  reas()nin<j;  of  the  whoh',  (lo(,nnatic  pha- 
huiK,  who  thouu;ht  it  beneath  their  consecjuencc  to  stoop  to  th(^  dictates 
of  heaven's  first  a^ent  ;"  because  there  are  too  many  wfio  phic(;  a  blind 
confidence  in  the  opinions  of  those  authors  on  practic(;  who  are  taken  as 
ensamplts — and  ••  they  reason  not,  because  their  subserviency  has  render- 
ed thiMii  incapable/' 

In  the  more  inland  portions  of  the  Southern  and  Western  States,  the  pre- 
parations of  mercury — and  more  especially  calomel  and  blue  pill — are  most 
extensively  used  ;   not  from  an  inability  of  the  prescribers  to  obtain  other 
substances,  but  tliat  they  are   considered   "  the  panacea,"  bein((  in  them- 
selves fully  adapted  to  meet  any  indication  and  produ(;e  any  desired  effect. 
This  grand  reliance  on  these  preparations  is  induced   from  the  great  de- 
ference which   is  paid   to  certain  authors — as  was  before  stated  ;  the  va- 
rious works  of  Eberle  and  Dewees,  being  in   all  cases  and  under  all  cir- 
cumstances  suflicient  "  authority."     And  with  those  who  do  not,  in  full, 
receive   the  works  of  these   authors,  "  the  pathology  and  therapeutics  " 
of  the  learned  professor  who   taught  the  true  mode  of  treating  ''  western 
maladies,"  and  who  has  been  propagating  "  this  mode  "  for  several  years, 
from  the  chairs  which  he  filled   in    Western  Medical  Schools,  is  cherish- 
ed   as    a  w^ork   in   which,    "  from  experiments    and    observations,"    has 
been    collected   all    that   pertains    to    disease    and    its    treatment.      Dr. 
Cooke  teaches  "  that  the   whole  science  of  pathology  consists  in  conges- 
tion of  the  vena  cava — and  in  an  account  of  cathartics,  we  have  a  com- 
plete treatise  on  the  Materia  Medica  ;  and  not  only  scruples  and  drachms, 
but  even  ounces  of  calomel   are   given  by  him,  \\  ithout  an  emotion  of  re- 
gret or  a  pang  of  remorse."    And  Prof.  Eberle,  on  the  370th  page  of  Vol. 
II.  of  his  Therapeutics,  has  given  a  license   for  the  general  employment 
of  the  mercurial  preparations,  which  has  been  rendered  available  in  these 
States.     He  says,  "  such  indeed  is  the  variety  and  extent  of  its  reme- 
diate powers,  that  it  may  be  most  effectively  employed,  in  the  form  of  its 
different  preparations,  as  a  sialagogue,  an   errhine,  a  cathartic,  a  diuretic, 
a  sudorific,  an  emmenagogue,   an   astringent,  an  antispasmodic,  a  stimu- 
lant, and   an  anthelmintic."     And  again,  on   page  378,  same  volume,  he 
tells  us  that  "  even  at  present  the  powers  of  mercury  in  acute  affections 
are  perhaps  too  little  attended  to  by  the  profession  in  general."     It  is  this 
chapter  of  this  w  riter  in   which  is  named  almost  every  author  who  makes 
mention  of  mercury  ;  and  his  reader  is  shown  the  beneficial  effects  which 
have  followed  the  administration  of  its  preparations,  in  almost  every  dis- 
ease to  which  "  flesh  is  heir."     As  a  general  fact,  "  the  less  we  know  of 
the  treatment  of  a  disease,  the  more  numerous  is  the  list  of  remedies  ;" 
and  just  so  it  is  with  a  remedial  substance — the  more  uncertain  we  are  of 
its  action,  the  more  numerous  is  the  list  of  diseases  with  which  it  is  used  ; 
and  "  we  all   know,"  says    Dr.  Paris,  "  how  very   differently   mercury 
will  act  upon   difl^erent  individuals,  or  even  upon  the  same  individual  at 
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different  times,  or  under  different  circumstances."  Now  it  may  be  iluit 
Prof.  Eberle  intended  to  have  "  under  certain  circumstances  "  understood, 
when  he  phiced  mercury  as  an  efficient  agent  to  protluce  the  remedial 
effects  ascribed  to  it  in  the  para^i^raph  whicli  is  quoted.  But  he  has  not 
mentioned  nor  referred  to  these  circumstances  ;  and  the  fre(|uent  and  unne- 
cessary employment  of  this  substance,  which  is  recommended  in  his  work 
on  practice,  is  very  good  evidence  that  he  did  not,  himsi^lf,  consider  cir- 
cumstances. For  instance — in  inHammation  of  tlie  tonsils  and  adjacent 
parts,  to  fill  no  other  indication  than  the  inducing  of  alvine  dej(;ctions,  he 
prescribes  "  a  bolus  of  calomel  and  jalap,  or  co.  ext.  colocynth  and  calo- 
melJ^  And  so,  too,  with  Dr.  Dewees — in  the  sanui  atfection,  he  tells  us, 
that  should  gargles  and  rubefacients  fail  to  check  the  inHammation,  "  an 
emetic  is  exceedingly  efficacious,  and  should  be  succeeded  by  a  mercurial 
purge."  This  is  a  simple  inflammation,  for  which  the  best  late  authors — 
Dunglison,  for  example — prescribe  a  simj)le  antiphlogistic  course  ;  and  if 
this  is  followed,  it  is  believed  that  no  physician  will  regret  having  disobey- 
ed the  advice  and  injunction  of  Drs.  Eberle  and  Dewees.  Again,  in  gas- 
tritis and  enteritis  and  hooping  cough,  these  gentlemen  advise  the  admi- 
nistration of  mercurials, — what  for,  they  do  not  tell  us,  nor  do  they  give 
their  readers  any  means  by  which  they  would  be  enabled  to  deduce  a 
reason.  Dr.  Stokes  says — "the  old  purgative  and  mercurial  treatment  of 
gastritis,  I  am  happy  to  say,  is  rapidly  declining  ;"  and  recommends 
"  leeching,  regulation  of  the  bowels  by  enemata,  and  counter-irritation." 
Such  prescriptions  are  made  on  principle  ;  the  elements  of  the  disease  con- 
tended against  are  studied,  and  the  therapeutics  are  naturally  deduced.  . 

Could  it  but  be  so  ordered,  that  those  preparing  themselves  for  the  re- 
sponsible position  of  pratitioners  of  medicine,  would  "  ascertain,  as  far 
as  possible,  the  functional  or  structural  alteration  which  takes  place 
in  diseased  tissues,"  and  would  remember  that  terms  expressive  of  effects 
induced  by  therapeutic  agents,  are  but  relative,  and  would  depend  more 
upon  their  own  observation,  and  their  own  reasoning  abilities,  trusting  less 
to  the  formulary,  and  positive,  unconditional  prescriptions  of  those  au- 
thors, who  merely  announce  conclusions,  without  advancing  an  argument 
for  their  support,  or  giving  the  processes  of  reasoning  which  led  to  them 
— the  science  of  medicine  would  steadily  and  surely  advance  towards  per- 
fection. But,  imfortunately  for  the  honor  of  the  profession,  and  the 
safety  of  life,  such  is  not  the  end  desired  to  be  achieved  by  a  large  pro- 
portion of  those  who  are  in,  and  preparing  for,  the  practice  of  medicine. 
The  idea  is  prevalent,  that  the  profession  of  medicine  is  an  easy,  sure 
and  quick  way  to  accumulate  wealth  ;  and  by  far  too  many  "  have 
chosen  this  divine  art  from  merely  mercenary  motives,"  and  enter  upon 
the  discharge  of  the  duties  of  physicians,  knowing  but  little  more  of  the 
human  body  than  that  it  moves  and  stands  erect,  and  less  about  the  ele- 
ments of  disease  and  the  force  of  remedial  means. 

The  writer  of  this  paper  was  induced  to  prepare  it,  to  show  Dr.  Bell 
that  reasons  can  be  adduced  why  the  medical  men  of  the  South  and 
West,  who  are  devoted  to  the  mercurial  and  purgative  treatment,  will  not 
take  as  reproof  the  remarks  of  Dr.  Stokes  to  which  he  calls  their  atten- 
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tion  ;  being  well  conviiuuid  tluit  so  lon;j;  as  iIkj  works  of  Kberle-  and 
Dewees  are  iniule  ''  (he.  books  "  /mr  cvccllcncc,  just  so  lon;^  \\  ill  reproof 
1)0  unheeded,  iiiul  the  nicrcurlal  und  |)iu«^ativc  ])hMi  1j(;  extensively  prac- 
tised. Yet  there  are  those  in  the  profession,  in  d)e  South  and  West, 
who  may  he  justly  numbered  with  that  sect,  which  Dr.  Stokes  denomi- 
nates the  "  llii)poeralists  " — who  consider  mercury,  "in  the  ibrm  of  its 
various  preparations,"  as  a  valuable  means  plac(;d  in  their  ))ossession  by 
a  beneficent  Pro\idence,  to  be  used  under  such  circumstances  as  a  know- 
ledge of  its  remedial  powers,  and  of  the  Jiature  of  the  disease,  may 
indicate. 

Knowille,  Te/m.,  Feb.  3,  1845. 
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Presented  to  the  Medical  Department  of  the  National  Institute  at  its  meeting  on  the  1st  of 

July,  1844,  by  Thomas  Miller,  M.D. 

[Communicated   for   the  Boston   Medical   and   Surgical  Journal.] 

G.  C,  Pui-ser  in  the  U.  S.  Navy,  a?t.  42,  temperate  habits,  but  has  been 
much  exposed  from  the  nature  of  his  occupation  ;  many,  say  ten,  years 
since,  w^as  affected  with  symptoms  of  dyspepsia,  frequent  violent  pains  in 
the  back  of  his  head,  which  rendered  him  irritable  and  unsettled  in  his 
temper,  impatient  and  often  disposed  to  change  his  residence,  he.  A 
few  years  after  this,  while  at  sea,  he  had  violent  and  alarming  attacks  of 
cramp,  colic,  and  one  or  two  violent  and  alarming  haemorrhages  from  his 
lungs.  Six  or  seven  years  ago  he  was  suddenly  attacked  with  aphonia, 
for  which,  he  was  treated  by  numerous  medical  gentlemen  of  the  INa\'y, 
and  private  practitioners  both  of  this  and  other  countries. 

Twelve  months  ago  I  was  called  to  attend  him  :  he  exhibited  to  me 
his  left  ear,  from  w^hich  protruded  a  foreign  body,  which  had  been  pro- 
nounced to  be  a  polypus.  He  stated  that  he  had  endured  and  was  still 
enduring  great  suffering  from  his  head,  ear  and  throat,  referred  all  his  pain 
to  the  back  part  of  his  head,  in  each  side  over  the  junction  of  the  occipi- 
tal and  temporal  bones,  extending  posteriorly  along  the  nucha  and  ante- 
riorly along  the  course  of  the  Eustachian  tube  and  the  large  vessels  of 
the  neck — he  could  not,  nor  had  he  been  able  for  many  years,  to  lie 
easily  on  his  left  side. 

The  immediate  cause  of  my  being  called  was  a  severe  haemorrhage 
from  his  lungs :  he  had  discharged  a  large  quantity  of  light  and  frothy 
blood,  and  he  continued  to  throw  up  the  same,  though  in  smaller  quanti- 
ties. ^Vith  hn.'ching,  lead,  &:c.,  this  haemoiThage  was  readily  controlled  ; 
in  a  few  days,  he  had  a  similar  attack,  which  \\  as  readily  relieved  by  oil 
of  turpentine  in  small  doses.  With  some  difficulty  he  went  to  Philadel- 
phia, where  he  consulted  Dr.  Ruschenberger  of  the  U.  S.  Navy.  I  was 
of  the  opinion  that  the  blood,  which  he  discharged,  was  from  the  lungs, 
and  that  he  would  ultimately  have  phthisis.  In  the  month  of  August, 
1S43,  Dr.  Ruschenberger  removed,  by  the  forceps  and  caustic,  the  for- 
eign body  from  the  ear.     He  suffered  much  ;  it  was  supposed  that  every 
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vestit^e  of  the   body  was  removed.      He  reiiiained   under  the  charge  of 
Dr.  Uiis(;henberger  and  olhei"s,  till  the  month  of  December,  when  lie  came 
to  this  city  and  placed  himselT  under  my  char»^e.      When  sent  for,  I  found 
him  in  the  follow  ing  condition,  viz.  :   he  was  lyini;  in  bed,  complainini;  of 
threat  restlessness  and  general   pain,  particularly  severe  about  the  back  of 
the  head,  neck,  and   in   the   mastoid  portion   of  the   left   temporal  bone  ; 
the  pain  extending  along   the  coui-se  of  the  large  vessels,  and  at  the  con- 
dyles and  angles  of  the  jaw   (left  side).     There  was  jiartial  paralysis  of 
his  tongue,  which  was   drawn   to  the    left  side,  when  an  effort  was  made 
to  protrude  it.      He   had   much    di/Hculty    in   deglutition,  often   strangled 
while  eating,  and  often   coughing   up   what   he  had   swallowed.     There 
was  a  remarkable  j)aleness  of  the   left  side  of  his  tongue,  while  the  right 
side,  up  to  the  median  line,  was  more  than  usually  red  ;  pressure  on  the 
thyroid  cartilage,  he,  produced   no  pain.     He  complained  constantly  of 
an  uneasiness  in  his  chest  and  sense  of  stricturt? ;   not  much  cough  ;  sense 
of  distension   and   fulness  in   his   abdomen,  which   was  constricted.     He 
entertained  the  idea  that   it  was  necessary  to  be  purged  frequently,  and 
therefore   took  oil  every  day  or  two — a  very  small  dose  of  which  acted 
well  on  him.     Nothino:  material  was  done  for  him,  believing  that  his  case 
was  either  irremediable,  or  was  to  be  left  to  time.    "  He  was  under  the  im- 
pression that  there  was  a   foreign  substance  in  his  ear,  and  in  the  cells  of 
the  mastoid  process  ;  and  that  his  pneumogastric  nerve  was  affected,  and 
that  this  foreign  substance  had  passed  to  the  throat." 

He  continued  in  this  condition,  losing  flesh  and  strength,  constantly 
predicting  that  he  was  soon  to  die,  and  that  nothing  would  benefit  him. 
He  had  frequent  attacks  of  singultus,  and  towards  the  last  of  his  illness 
there  were  chills  and  heats.  His  pulse  continued  regular,  and  at  80  to 
90  till  within  a  few  days  of  his  death,  when  it  rose  to  120  to  150.  The 
chills  became  more  frequent,  deglutition  more  difficult,  respiration  more 
distressed  and  painful — till  they  finally  ceased  on  the  2nd  of  March,  at  12 
o'clock,  M. 

This  is  a  hasty  and  imperfect  sketch  of  the  case,  though  the  mere 
outline  of  it  ;  there  was  such  monotony  in  the  case,  such  gradual  decline, 
and  such  variety  in  the  treatment,  that  volumes  would  be  required  to  de- 
scribe them  all  ;  and  yet  it  would  be  little  else  than  the  history  of  one 
day,  and  the  exhibiting  of  all  the  articles  in  the  Materia  Medica.  Every- 
thing was  tried,  known  to  the  art  of  medicine,  and  likely  to  be  bene- 
ficiid,  and  nothing  with  the  least  success  or  alleviation  of  the  symptoms. 
Within  the  last  week  of  his  life,  the  most  obvious  symptoms  of  pulmo- 
nary disease  were  developed,  and  we  were  satisfied  that  his  end  was 
approaching. 

He  had  requested  that  his  body  should  be  examined  after  his  death  ; 
accordingly,  24  hours  after  death,  aided  by  Drs.  Johnston  and  Caus- 
ten,  in  the  presence  of  Dr.  B.  Washington,  the  consulting  surgeon.  Dr. 
Hall,  Dr.  Frailey,  and  my  students  Messrs.  Bronaugh,  Lewis  and  King, 
we  proceeded  to  make  the  autopsy. 

The  body  was  much  emaciated. 

The  Chest.     We  found  the  left  lung  closely  adherent  to   the  thorax  ; 
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t)\(\  {idho^KMis  -,  tho.  liin!^  cniphyscinatous  ;  th(5  vesicles  loaded  with  bloody 
serum  ;  llie  broiu-liijil  tubes  filled  with  uuicus  ;  tli(^  lun^  did  not  eol]ai)se  ; 
JuinuTOUs  patches  of  luiliary  tubercles  in  both  tlie  lobes  of  the  lung  ; 
several  calculi  encysted  at  the  apex  of  the  lung. 

Right  Lung  did  not  colla})se  ;  studd(Ml  with  tubercles  in  diflercnt 
stages,  fi-oin  pnniarv  tubercles  to  softening.  These  were  distril)uted  through 
all  the  lol)es.  in  the  ap(»x  of  the  lung  there  were  several  calculi  ;  we 
found  one  as  large  as  a  marble  ;  the  bronchial  tubes  and  vesicles  of  the 
lung  filh^d  with  mucus. 

Heart,  healthy  ;  bronchial  glands  healthy. 

Throat. — Pharynx  more  pale  than  usual  ;  the  epithelium  of  the  mucous 
coat  destroyed  ;  small  aphthous  elevations  ;  the  pouches  on  each  side  of 
ihe  larynx  filh^d  with  the  food  he  had  eaten,  and  much  enlarged.  The 
ivsophagm  )n-esented  the  same  appearance.  The  larynx — great  enlarge- 
ment of  the  vocal  cords  ;  ventricles  very  much  enlarged,  that  on  the  right 
side  particularly.  These  were  filled  with  mucus.  When  removed,  the 
mucous  membrane  presented  small  elevated  patches,  not  larger  than  pins' 
heads.  The  mucous  membrane  of  the  larynx  and  trachea  reddened. 
Epiglottis — cartilage  larger  and  more  erect  than  usual  ;  the  glottis  or 
rima  glottidis  moi-e  patulous  than  1  have  ever  seen  it,  indeed  the  whole 
larynx  was  larger  than  I  have  ever  seen  in  any  case. 

The  tongue  presented  nothing,  with  the  exception  of  the  enlargement 
of  the  crypta3  and  the  aphthous  patches  at  the  roots.  The  ventricles  at 
its  roots  on  each  side  of  the  fraenum,  between  it  and  the  anterior  edge  of 
the  epiglottis  cartilage,  very  large,  and  also  contained  portions  of  food,  he. 

Abdomen. — All  the  viscera  healthy,  except  the  kidneys — they  were 
larger  and  more  congested  with  venous  blood  than  usual.  The  intestines 
empty  and  much  contracted. 

Head. — The  calvarium  being  removed,  exhibited  the  cerebmm  healthy  ; 
cerebellum  healthy ;  upon  removing  them  a  large  quantity  of  sero-san- 
guineous  fluid  ran  from  the  spinal  canal.  In  the  fossa  occupied  by  the 
left  lobe  of  the  cerebellum,  was  situated  a  foreign  body,  having  the  ap- 
pearance of  a  large  hydatid,  extending  from  the  ])Osterior  inferior  part 
of  the  left  lobe  of  the  cerebellum  to  the  junction  of  the  pons  varolii  to 
the  crura  cerebri,  pressing  on  the  left  inferior  side  of  the  cerebellum,  pons 
varolii  and  medulla  oblongata,  where  the  6th,  7th,  8th  and  9th  pairs 
of  nerves  pass  off,  making  a  deep  indentation,  if  not  having  produced 
absorption,  into  that  portion  of  the  cerebral  mass.  This  tumor  was  fully  as 
large  as  a  hen's  egg.  We  carefully  removed  it  with  the  temporal  bone,  so 
that  we  could  examine  it  properly — in  doing  so,  we  unavoidably  cut  into 
the  sac,  and  found  the  contents  to  be  a  semi-transparent  gelatinous  sub- 
stance, of  the  consistence  of  the  vitreous  humor  of  the  eye,  having  mi- 
nute red  vessels  passing  through  it. 

This  tumor  seems  to  have  spmng  from  the  bone,  was  situated  behind 
the  dura  mater,  which  formed  on  its  cerebral  face  a  thick  envelope. 
This  substance,  as  flir  as  we  coidd  judge,  sprang  from  the  internal  mea- 
tus, then  expanded  behind  the  dura  mater,  filling  up  the  fossa  imme- 
diately behind  the  petrous  portion  of  the  temj^oral  bone,  then  passing 
through  the  posterior  foramen  laceiiim  along  with   the  juu^ular  vein,  par- 
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vagiiin  nerve,  passing  to  the  edge  of  tlie  foramen  magnum  occipitis,  which 
seems  to  have  formed  its  hoiiiidary  posteriorly.  Anotlior  portion  of  this 
tumor  passed  through  the  carotid  foramen  with  the  artery,  dien  uniting  with 
that  portion  which  passed  out  of  the  jugular  foramen,  enveloping  the 
nerve,  artery  and  vein,  and  embracing  the  9th  pair  of  nerves  as  it  passed 
on  its  way  to  the  tongue  ;  these,  in  a  word,  were  all  involved  in  the  tu- 
mor. The  tumor  then  extended  upwards  under  the  zygoma  into  the 
spheno-maxillary  fissure  surrounding  tlu.'  articulation  of  the  lower  jaw, 
then  extending  downwards  towards  the  thyroid  cartilage.  Upon  remov- 
ing this  tumor  from  the  hone  as  far  as  was  practicable,  we  found  that  it 
closely  adhered  to  die  bone  internally  behind  the  dura  mater,  that  die 
bone  where  the  tumor  was  situated  was  much  thiimed,  readily  breaking 
and  diaphonous,  that  a  ledge  or  rima  of  the  bone  was  found  defining  the 
extent  of  the  tumor,  immediatt'ly  posterior  to  the  petrous  portion  of  the 
temporal  bone,  in  what  is  termed  the  mastoid  portion  of  the  bone. 

Upon  sawing  through  the  petrous  portion  into  the  cavity  of  the  ear, 
we  found  the  tympanum,  vestibule, and  all  the  canals,  as  well  as  the  mas- 
toid and  other  cells,  filled  with  die  same  substance  as  that  which  composed 
the  tumor.  The  membrane  lining  the  cavidcss  peeled  off  readily  ;  the  cavity 
of  the  tympanum  was  filled  w  itli  pus  ;  fragments  of  the  bones  of  the  ear 
w  ere  detected  ;  the  lining  membrane  was  entirely  destroyed.  The  exit 
of  this  pus  was  prevented  by  a  plug  of  hardened  wax,  which  was  situ- 
ated immediately  at  the  entrance  of  the  cavity  of  the  tympanum. 

There  could  be  detected  no  vestige  of  the  portio  mollis  except  its  root. 
The  portio  dura  was  seen  wending  its  way  to  the  stylo-mastoid  foramen, 
where  it  was  found,  but  soon  it  became  involved  in  this  tumor.  VVe  were 
at  a  loss  to  decide  w4iere  the  portion  of  the  tumor,  which  protruded  ex- 
ternally, derived  its  covering ;  it  seemed  to  be  of  the  same  character  as 
that  which  occupied  the  internal  portion,  which  was  evidently  the  dura 
mater.  We  could  not  make  out  any  definite  proper  covering  to  the  sub- 
stance of  the  tumor,  but  I  feel  satisfied  that  it  was  covered  wath  a  proper 
coat,  independent  of  the  fibrous  covering,  and  that  it  had  a  reticulat- 
ed or  cellular  arrangement  similar  to  the  hyaloid  mfembrane  of  the  vitreous 
humor,  for  the  substance  presented  that  degree  of  consistence,  for  which 
I  could  assign  no  other  cause. 

This  is  a  most  satisfactory  autopsy.  This  early  history  of  the  case 
would  show  that  the  origin  of  all  the  patient's  sufferings  was  in  the  ear — 
diat  all  his  symptoms  of  paralysis  of  the  pharynx,  tongue,  &tc.,  arose 
from  the  pressure  of  the  9th  nerve.  The  pressure  on  the  par  vagum  and 
sympathetic  accounts  for  the  early  embarrassment  of  the  lungs,  heart 
and  stomach.  The  pressure  on  the  left  side  of  the  cerebellum,  pons  va- 
rolii and  medulla  oblongata,  from  which  these  nerves  spring,  causing  pa- 
ralysis on  the  right  side.  The  difficulty  of  deglutition  arose  from  the  loss 
of  nervous  powder  and  influence  to  the  pharynx.  The  pain  (not  a  se- 
vere sharp  pain)  about  the  mastoid  portion  of  the  head  along  down  the 
neck,  arising  from  the  pressure  of  the  nerves  of  the  neck  by  the  tumor. 
The  lodgement  of  the  food  arising  from  the  loss  of  power  in  die  pharyn- 
geal muscles  to  propel  the  morsel  ;  and  tlie  loss  of  power  to  raise  the  la- 
rynx, also  ai'ising  from  the  same. 
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The  Disrasrs  and  Jli/i^inir,  of  the.  Or<^nns  of  the  Voice. — Colombat  de 
L'Isere,  a  Froijch  physicinn,  is  the  author  of  tliis  work.  He  is  known 
particiil;irlv  in  his  own  country  for  a  marked  devotion  to  the  cure  of  the 
diseases  of  tlie  organs  of  the  voice,  and  as  the  founder,  also,  of  an  insti- 
tution in  Paris,  called  orthophonic.  Our  neighbor,  J.  F.  W.  Lane,  M.D., 
whose  industry,  scholarship  and  good  taste  are  appreciated  by  all  who 
have  tlie  pleasure  of  his  acquaintance,  at  the  request  of  an  eminent  pro- 
fessor of  elocution,  and  with  a  view  to  exciting  more  attention  to  a 
subject  which  seems  not  particularly  well  understood,  undertook  the 
translation  of  it.  He  has  cautiously  avoided  all  surgical  details,  and  in 
simply  following  the  author,  has  placed  before  the  public  a  book  of  rare 
value,  although  so  modest  and  unpretending  in  its  appearance,  that  its 
real  worth  cannot  be  known  without  an  examination.  The  chapter  on 
chronic  swelling  of  the  tonsils,  to  a  parent  who  for  the  first  time  is  alarm- 
ed by  the  enlargement  of  those  organs  in  his  child,  is  worth  more  than 
the  cost  of  the  book.  The  simplicity  of  the  style,  and  its  freedom  from 
technical  language,  fit  it  for  common  reading.  Why  should  not  vocalists, 
clergymen,  members  of  the  bar,  and,  in  short,  all  public  speakers,  study 
this  compendium,  containing  as  it  does  so  much  that  is  truly  useful  re- 
specting the  anatomy,  physiology  and  diseases  of  the  vocal  apparatus  ? 
Pupils  in  singing  schools,  likewise,  and  in  those  institutions  just  growing 
into  notice,  in  which  gymnastic  exercises  are  taught  upon  principles  of 
common  sense,  might  study  it  to  advantage.  But  those  especially  who 
are  engaged  in  elocutionary  pursuits,  would  derive  from  its  pages  such 
insight  into  the  philosophy  and  management  of  the  voice,  as  could  perhaps 
nowhere  else  be  obtained  in  a  form  so  compact.  Messrs.  Otis  &l  Broaders, 
of  this  city,  are  the  publishers. 


Guy's  Medical  Jurisprudence. — Those  who  have  made  themselves  fa- 
miliar with  this  admirable  work,  to  which  we  alluded  last  week,  are  satis- 
fied that  it  will  hold  an  important  place  in  the  estimation  of  the  members 
of  the  bar,  as  well  as  with  the  medical  profession.  A  digest  of  the 
leading  views  of  those  who  are  truly  learned  in  this  important  department, 
must  be  an  acceptable  work,  notwithstanding  the  other  valuable  treatises 
on  the  same  subject.  By  presenting  the  contents,  which  is  all  that  we 
are  able  to  do  this  week,  those  who  feel  interested  in  a  production  of  this 
character  may  form  a  general  estimate  of  its  value. 

Chap.  1  treats  of  Medical  Evidence.  2 — Personal  Identity,  illus- 
trated by  a  variety  of  remarkable  circumstances,  quite  new,  and  as  curious 
as  novel.  Then  follows  an  article  on  age  and  sex.  3 — Impotence  ;  legal 
relations,  grounds  of  divorce,  &lq,.  &c.  Rape,  pregnancy  and  delivery, 
4 — Fccticide,  or  criminal  abortion  ;  infanticide  and  legitimacy.  5 — Life 
assurance,  and  feigned  diseases.  0 — Unsoundness  of  mind.  7 — Persons 
found  dead ;  real  and   apparent  death  ;  sudden  death  and  survivorship.     8 
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— Death  by  drowiiiiijjr ;  by  liftiij^iiig  ;  by  straiifrul.ition  and  suffocation.  9 
— Wounds.  10 — L)e;ith  by  fire;  spoutuueou.s  couibustion ;  lightning; 
trom  cold  ;  from  drinking  cold  water,  and  froin  .starvation.  11 — Of  poi- 
sons in  general.  V2 — Irritant  poisons.  \\^ — Mineral  acids.  14 — Oxalic 
acid.  15 — Alkalies  and  their  salts.  1() — iMetallic  irritants.  17 — Mer- 
cury. 18 — Copper.  19 — Lead.  '^0 — Antimony,  zinc,  tin,  silver,  iron, 
bismuth  and  chrome. 

Eight  more  chapters,  to  which  an  appendix  is  affixed,  relate  principally 
to  vegetable  irritants,  animal  irritants,  narcotic  poisons,  as  opium,  hydro- 
cyanic acid,  and  poisoning  by  narcotic  gases  and  acrids. 


Post-mortem  Fees  at  Coroners'  Inquests. — When  a  medical  man  is  call- 
ed upon  by  a  coroner  in  Massachusetts  to  inspect  a  dead  body,  there  is  no 
provision  in  law  by  which  he  gets  any  more  for  his  trouble  than  a  cobbler 
has  for  mending  an  old  boot.  Even  should  he  be  obliged  to  examine  the 
different  organs  minutely,  or  analyze  the  contents  of  the  stomach,  and  his 
decision  is  tinal  in  case  of  suspected  murder,  with  much  urging,  and  by 
insisting  that  the  tests  of  science  should  have  some  consideration  above 
ordinary  vulgar  opinions,  he  may  possibly  get  two  shilling  and  sixpence, 
reckoning  professional  time  worth  about  as  nmch  as  a  wharf  lumper's — 
say  nincpence  an  hour,  provided  he  finds  himself! 

In  Canada,  a  physician,  when  called  upon  by  a  coroner,  for  simply  ex- 
amining a  dead  body,  externally,  receives  one  guinea — varying  not  much 
from  four  dollars  and  fifty  cents;  and  for  opening  and  anatomically  inspect- 
ing the  interior,  the  established  fee  is  three  guineas,  or  rising  of  fourteen 
dollars.  This  is  a  rational  transaction,  and  creditable  to  the  provincial 
Government — a  body  far  in  advance  of  the  age,  in  this  country,  in  properly 
estimating  the  value  of  medical  testimony.  If  our  physicians  continue 
to  submit  tamely  to  the  insult  of  selling  their  services  before  coroners'  ju- 
ries fi)r  a  mere  mess  of  pottage,  they  deserve  to  be  turned  off  with  the 
pittance  now  allotted  them. 


Middlesex  Distriet  Medical  Society. — Those  members  of  the  Massachu- 
setts Medical  Society  who  reside  in  the  towns  of  Lowell,  Billerica,  Ashby, 
Townsend  ,Peppereli,  Dunstable,  Groton,  Shirley,  Tyngsboro',  Chelmsford, 
Carlisle,  Littleton,  Dracut,  Tewksbury,  Concord  and  Acton,  constitute 
this  association,  which  was  chartered  last  season.  The  district  embraces 
a  very  discreet,  excellent  body  of  practitioners,  who,  in  the  organization 
of  this  Society,  evince  their  zeal  for  the  true  interests  of  the  profession. 
Nehemiah  Cutter,  M.D.,  is  President ;  J.  D.  Pillsbury,  M.D.,  Secretary  ; 
and  J.  P.  Jewett,  M.D.,  Treasurer.  The  iiiHuence  of  this  new  Society, 
we  trust,  will  be  exceedingly  useful  in  protecting  the  people  against  the 
depredations  of  quackery. 


Massachusetts  General  Hospital. — From  the  Annual  Report  of  this  in- 
stitution, we  learn  that  the  number  of  patients  admitted  during  the  last 
year  was  435,  viz.,  269  males  and  166  females.  Of  these,  185  were  pay- 
ing or  part  paying  patients,  and  250  were  entirely  free.  There  were  dis- 
charged during  the  year,  431,  including  47  who  died.  Of  the  discharged, 
183  are  reported  as  well  ;    much  relieved,  70  ;  relieved,  67,  &lc.     Proper- 
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tion  of  dciiths  to  the  whole  uiiinher  of  results,  I  in  10.  Fifty-five  cases 
of  recent  accidents  were  a<lniitte<l  durinir  the.  }(';ir,  many  of  which  proved 
fatal.  By  dividiuir  the  total  exjxMise  for  the  year  by  the  nuinher  of  j)a- 
tients,  the  weekly  expense;  of  each  patient  is  shown  to  be  $4,77.  A  mu- 
nificent contribution  has  i)een  made  to  the  funds  of  the  Hospital  during 
the  past  vear,  for  the  purj)ose  of  enlar^iufr  the  accommodations  for  patients. 
It  was  contributed  by  individuals  with  a  cheerfulness  and  promptness 
hi<ThIv  honorabh;  tt>  them,  to  our  city,  and  to  tlu^  IIos|)ital,  and  amounts 
to  {3«(rJ,r>r>l).  The  sum  of  .'r«'JO,()0()  was  also  r(;ceived  by  the  Treasurer 
durinijj  the  last  year,,  as  a  bequest  of  the  late  Israel  Munson,  Esq. 


Mr Lcnn  Asi/h(in  for  thn  Insane. — Dr.  Bell's  last  report  states  that  29*2 
patients  have  been  in  the  Asylum  during  the  past  year — 184  of  whom  were 
there  at  the  bei^inning  of  the  year,  and  158  have  been  admitted  since. 
There  have  been  dismissed  140,  of  whom  68  had  recovered,  and  11)  died; 
10  of  the  latter,  of  old  age.  There  are  now  in  the  Asylum  152.  For 
the  first  time,  applications  for  admission  have  been  declined  for  want  of 
room. 


Medical  Appointment. — Dr.  Isaac  Ray,  of  the  Insane  Hospital,  Maine, 
has  resigned  the  superintendence  of  that  institution,  in  consequence  of 
having  been  elected  Medical  Superintendent  of  the  asylum  for  lunatics 
about  beinor  erected  in  Rhode  Island. 


The  Select  Medical  Library   for   January  comprises  the  first  pari  of 
Christison's  treatise  on  Poisons,  from  the  fourth  Edinburorh  edition. 


DiFo, — At  Cincinnati,  Dr.  Samuel  Adams,  formerly  of  Boston,  74. — At  Bayton 
Rapid?,  Louisiana,  Geo.  W.  Davis,  M-D.,  26,  late  of  Danville,  Vt. — At  Philadel- 
phia, Sidney  P.  Williams,  IM.D.,  of  Northampton,  Mass.,  22. 

Number  of  denths  in  Boston,  for  the  week  ending  March  8,  41— Males,  15  ;  Females,  26.     Stillborn,  4. 

Of  consumption,  3— disease  of  the  heart,  3— infantile,  4— lung  fever,  5— typhus  fever,  3— scarlel 
fever,  4 — canter,  2— inflaminaiion  of  the  bowels,  I — dropsy  on  the  brain,  3 — dropsy,  1 — croup,  4 — 
canker  rash,  1 — erysipelas,  1 — child-bed,  1 — apoplexy,  1 — mortification,!. 

Under  5  years,  22— between  5  and  20  years,  5— between  20  and  60  years,  11 — over  60  years,  3. 
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Kept  at  the.  State  Lunatic  Hospital,  Worcester,  Mass.  Lat.  42°  15'  49".  Elevation  482  ft. 
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Intermittent,  Remittent  and  Congestive  Fever. — Dr.  Barbour,  Professor 
of  Obstetrics  in  Kemper  College,  has  lately  published,  at  the  request  of 
his  class,  an  excellent  panij)lilet  on  the  above  subjects.      He  ^nves  his  own 
observations  on  these  diseases,  and  the  })ractice   which   he   lays  down  is 
that  in  which   a   large   niajority  of  the  physicians  of  our  country  would 
unite  in  reconnnending.     He  is  an  advocate  for  the  liberal  use  of  ice  and 
iced  drinks,  and  for  small  doses  of  calomel,  and  large  doses  of  quinine — 
the  practice  which  is  beginninij  to  obtain   in  all  the  regions   where  the 
purging  system  once  prevailed  so  exclusively.     In    fevers  of  the   remittent 
type  his  experience  is,  that  quinine  given  during  the  remission,  is  as  eihca^ 
cious  as  it  is   in   intermittent  fever.     We  like  his  suggestion  of  muriatic, 
acid  as  a  refrigerant  in  fevers.     He  directs  a  drachm  of  the  acid,  diluted 
with  a  pint  of  iced  or  cold  spring  water,  to    be    drunk   in   the  course  of 
the  day.     He  thinks  it  acts  favorably  on  the  liver,  being  often  sufficient  of 
itself,  after  the  use  of  mild  aperients,  to  correct  the  secretions  of  that  or- 
gan.    In  chronic  intermittents — cases  in  which,  on  slight  exposure,  chills 
continue  to  return,  for  a  long  time — we  have  found  the  preparations  of 
iron  more  effectual  than  any  other  remedies.     Change  of  air,  especially 
from  miasmatic  to  healthy  regions,  is  doubtless  beneficial,  and  the  altera- 
tive medicines  mentioned  by  Dr.  B.  are  indicated  in  those  cases  which  are 
complicated   with  visceral  enlargements ;  but  in  a  majority  of  instances 
patients  affected  with  this  form  of  the  disease  exhibit  the  signs  of  anemia, 
and   are  cured  by   remedies  which  improve    the  condition  of  the  blood. 
Nothing  does  this  so  effectually  as  iron  in  its  various  states. —  Western  Med. 
Journal. 


Epidemic  Erysipelas. — We  perceive  by  the  public  papers  that  this  se- 
rious malady  continues  to  visit  different  neighborhoods  and  often  proves 
fatal.  It  appears  to  prevail  more  in  winter  than  in  summer,  and  to  affect 
the  country  more  than  the  towns,  especially  the  larger.  Louisville  for 
the  year  past  has  given  evidence  of  the  existence  within  her  limits  of  its 
remote  cause,  whatever  that  cause  may  be,  but  the  number  of  cases  has 
not  been  great.  In  the  hospital,  more  have  occurred  than  for  several  years 
before — some  spontaneous,  and  some  following  surgical  operations.  Very 
lately,  the  extraction  by  Professor  Gross,  of  a  large  tumor  from  the  angle 
of  the  jaw  of  a  negro  man,  from  the  country,  in  excellent  health,  was  fol- 
lowed by  severe,  though  not  fatal  erysipelas  of  the  face  and  head.  We 
hope  our  friends  where  the  disease  prevails  will  furnish  us  with  accurate 
histories  of  it,  for  publication.  Among  the  points  to  which  we  would  es- 
pecially direct  their  attention  are,  its  connection  with  puerperal  fever,  and 
its  contagiousness. — Ibid. 


NciD  Books  in  London. — Galvanism  applied  to  the  Treatment  of  Uterine 
Haemorrhage.  By  Thomas  Radford,  M.D. — Elements  of  the  Compara- 
tive Anatomy  of  the  Vertebrate  Animals,  designed  especially  for  the  use 
of  Students.  By  Rudolph  Wagner,  M.D.  Gottingen. — The  Veterinary 
Record  and  Transactions  of  the  Veterinary  Association. — Letters  on  Mes- 
merism.  By  Harriet  Martineau. — Recent  Improvements  in  Arts,  Manu- 
factures, and  Mines  :  being  a  Supplement  to  his  Dictionary.  By  Andrew 
lire,  M.D. — The  Plea  of  Insanity  in  Criminal  Cases.    By  Dr.  F.  Winslow. 
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MLDICAL   TOPOGRAPHY  OF   GUINES,   CUBA. 

By  Theodore  B.  Dudley,  M.D.,  of  Guincs,  Cuba. 

Tins  district  of  country,  wliich  lies  on  the  .<?outhem  const  of  the  island  of 
Cuha,  half  a  degree  within  the  northern  tropic  to  the  southeast  of  Havana, 
exhibits  something  peculiar  in  its  topographical  aspect.  Its  northern  boun- 
dary lies  a  little  north  of  the  ridge  of  hills,  scarcely  meriting  the  epithet 
of  mountains,  which  run  southeastwardly,  but  which,  as  they  advance, 
become  lofty  mountains. 

The  geographical  area  of  the  jurisdiction  is  about  equal  to  one  of  our 
medium-sized  counties  in  the  United  States  ;  but  what  is  most  remarkable, 
is,  that  this  elevated  inclined  plain  is  so  situated,  that  it  may  be  almost 
entirely  irrigated  by  a  beautiful  mountain  stream  which  has  its  origin  from 
an  immense  basin  of  water,  and  runs  (pleno  rivo  at  all  seasons),  obliquely 
across  the  jurisdiction,  from  the  Northeast  to  the  Southwest,  dividing  it 
nearly  into  equal  parts,  and  empties  itself  into  the  Carribean  sea.  Another 
remarkable  feature  in  the  character  of  this  stream,  is,  that  it  has  no  tribu- 
taries, but  dispenses  instead  of  receiving  favors  :  as  soon  as  it  passes 
the  hills,  the  business  of  irrigation  commences ;  and  a  little  to  the  east 
of  the  towm  of  Guines,  which  is  about  a  league  from  the  base  of  the 
hills,  the  water  may  be  seen  running  from  the  same  point,  to  three  of  the 
cardinal  points  of  the  compass,  North,  South,  and  West. 

In  regarding  this  country  with  the  eye  of  a  medical  observer  ;  from  the 
exuberant  fertility  of  the  soil,  and  the  consequent  large  production  of 
vegetable  matter,  the  process  of  irrigation,  and  altemate  inundation, 
and  drying  of  the  soil,  one  would  immediately  pronoimce,  that  diseases 
arising  from  malaria,  of  a  highly  pernicious  character,  must  necessarily 
prevail  ;  but  this  is  not  the  fact.  There  is,  indeed,  much  disease  arising 
from  this  cause,  but  of  a  mild  type,  compared  with  the  fevers  of  the  South- 
ern and  Western  States  ;  much  disease  of  a  chronic  character,  chiefly 
affecting  the  abdominal  viscera,  producing  functional  and  stnictural  le- 
sion of  the  liver  and  spleen,  followed  by  dropsies,  general  marasmus,  and 
every  form  of  neuralgia.  The  whole  southern  coast  of  the  island  from 
the  meridian  of  Guines,  quite  to  Cape  St.  Antonio,  is  a  vast  marsh,  and 
most  fortunately  for  the  inhabitants  of  this  region  of  countiy,  the  south 
wind  rarely  prevails  ;  on  the  contrary  the  trade  wind,  which  the  Spaniards 
call  La  Brisa,  and  which  passes  over  a  mountain  region,  is  the  dominant 
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CLinenl,  and   sweeps  away,  or  so  t/ently  dilutes  the  malaria,  as  lo  deprive 
it  ill  a  irreat  measure  of  its  violence. 

All  the  various  forms  of  tuberculous  disease  prevail  to  a  great  det^ree, 
but  manifest  themselves  chiefly  on  the  periphery  of  the  organization,  ow- 
ing [)robably  to  the  centrifugal  tendency  produced  by  the  long-continued 
iieat  It  is  possibly  owing  to  the  same  cause  that  so  much  cutaneous  dis- 
ease is  seen  :  the  minor  exanthemata,  in  some  form  or  other,  may  be 
found  in  almost  every  family.  This  disposition  to  cutaneous  disease 
may  be  aggravated  by  the  diet  of  the  inhabitants,  consisting  of  too  large 
a  proportion  of  fresh  pork  ;  and  the  too  little  use  of  salted  meat.  Al- 
though it  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  you  also  occasionally  meet  with 
scorbutic  disease,  which  may  be  considered  the  antipodal  diathesis  to  the 
tuberculous. 

With  such  a  general  manifestation  of  tuberculous  diathesis,  pulmonary 
consumption  would  doubtless  be  much  more  common  but  for  the  general 
tendency  to  centrifugal  determination  above  mentioned  ;  and  for  the  same 
reason,  the  fevers  of  the  climate  yield  more  readily  to  remedial  agents, 
than  those  of  the  Southern  States  of  the  Union  ;  as  there  is  less  diffi- 
culty after  })roperly  evacuating  the  morbid  secretions  of  the  alimentary 
system,  in  producing  salutary  evacuations  by  diaphoretics  ;  which  play 
an  important  part  in  atibrding  an  outlet  by  other  emunctories,  for  vitiated 
and  consequently  irritating  excretions  ;  the  system  also  responds  much 
more  readily  to  revulsive  remedies. 

It  has  long  been  known  that  tetanus,  both  traumatic  and  idiopathic, 
prevail  to  a  much  greater  degree  in  tropical,  than  in  temperate  latitudes ; 
accordingly,  the  disease  is  by  no  means  of  rare  occurrence  in  this  climate. 
Elephantiasis  is  also  common  among  tlie  black  population,  but  more  rare 
with  the  white. 

Framboesia  or  yaws,  which  is  said  to  be  endeinial  w  ith  the  black  popu- 
lation of  Africa  (all  the  races  of  people  in  Africa  not  being  negroes,  it 
must  be  borne  in  mind),  and  the  West  Indies,  is  in  the  region  of  G nines 
much  more  rare  than  the  last-mentioned  disease,  elephantiasis. 

It  is  probable  no  form  of  acute  disease  produces  so  much  mortality  in 
the  population  of  this  country  as  hemorrhage  in  its  various  forms  of  ute- 
rine and  alvine ;  women  frequendy  die  in  j>arturition  from  the  former, 
and  males  of  hemorrhage  from  the  bowels,  accompanying  diarrhoeas  and 
dysenteries  in  the  latter :  hence  it  is  that  the  Spanish  physicians  have  a 
great  repugnance  to  general  depletion  from  the  vascular  system,  and  often 
fail  to  do  good,  by  adhering  too  rigidly  to  a  dogmatic  rule,  in  cases  which 
manifestly  to  one  not  laboring  under  such  prepossessions,  require  a  more 
energetic  course  of  practice.  This,  indeed,  together  with  an  excess  of  the 
expectant  system,  may  be  said  to  be  the  greatest  defect  in  their  practice  : 
not  by  any  means  so  reprehensible  as  the  Herculean  mode  of  many  of 
our  Southern  medical  practitioners  in  the  United  States,  who  seem  de- 
termined to  take  the  business  entirely  out  of  the  hands  of  nature,  and  kill 
the  patient  themselves  rather  than  permit  him  to  die  of  disease. 

Cerebral  congestions  and  brain  fevei'S  (gastro-encephalitis)  are  often 
seen  in  this  climate,  and  are  generally  attributed  to  the  heat  of  the  sun — 
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this  is  probably  an  error,  as  the  heal  Is  not  ;;r«-aU'r  than  in  tlic  Uniterf 
States,  where  (cfctcris  pari/ms^  we  slioiihl  have  as  nine  li  ol  lliis  form  of 
(liseas(^  as  in  the  eliniate  of  Cnba,  if  this  were  ihc;  soh'  eilicienl  a<fent  ini 
its  prodnetion.  It  is  (l()ul)tless  dependent  on  a  greater  ^^eneral  defu-iency 
of  {\\v  rig  vit(C,  with  a  hi<^ddy  excitable  nervous  t(Mnperamenl,  and  conse- 
<]ucnt  loss  of  e(|uilil)nuni  between  the  venous  and  arterial  systems.  In 
this  condition  of  thos(^  iini)()rtant  organs,  the  stomach  and  brain,  the  in- 
habitants oiien  kill  themselves  with  emetics  of  the  French  nostrum,  Le- 
roy's,  taken  as  a  donK^stic  remedy. 

Old  persons,  especially  females,  who  lead  extremely  sedentary  lives, 
are  t^n-eatly  liable  to  habitual  torpor  of  the  lariro  intestines,  attended  with 
deficient  ilmctional  action  of  the  liver  ;  and  children  are  often  the;  vic- 
tims of  cholera  infantum,  a  disease  common  in  the  United  States  during 
the  period  of  dentition,  altbough  less  frequent  liere  than  in  the  middle  and 
northern  Stales  of  the  Union. 

Intermittent  is  by  no  means  a  common  form  of  fever  here ;  in  this  par- 
ticular approxiinating  more  nearly  to  the  character  of  the  miasmatic  fe- 
vers of  the  Southern  States,  where  il  is  also  much  more  rare  than  it  is 
farther  noith  and  east- 
Chlorosis  and  its  results  may  be  said  to  produce  more  distress  among 
the  female  part  of  the  population,  than  all  the  other  maladies  in  the  whole 
nosological  catalogue.  Dysmenorrhoea,  menorrhagia  and  leucorrhoea,  al- 
ternately or  consecutively,  and  finally  plithisis,  harass  and  torture  the  af- 
flicted sufferer  till  death  closes  the  scene. 

It  often  happens  that  each  menstrual  period  continues  double  the  length 
of  time  that  it  does  in  temperate  climates,  that  is  to  say,  six  or  eight  days, 
•succeeded  by  distressing  and  exhausting  leucorrhoea,  which  often  becomes 
habitual,  endangering  metastases  to  the  lungs  and  other  important  organs, 
when  suddenly  arrested. 

Disease  of  the  respiratory  organs  is  very  common  in  all  its  various 
modifications  of  simple  catarrh,  pneumonia,  pleurids  and  chronic  bron- 
chitis, &c.  &1C.,  together  witli  chronic  ulceration  of  the  fauces,  ex- 
tending, as  is  often  the  case  in  phthisis,  throughout  die  ^^  hole  lining  mem- 
brane of  the  oesophagus  to  the  stomach,  producing  various  forms  of 
dyspepsia. 

1  have  thus  given  a  succinct  account  of  the  prevaihng  maladies  that 
have  come  under  my  observation  in  the  jurisdiction  of  Guines,  with  a 
brief  description  of  its  topographical  aspect. — New  Orleans  Med.  Jour. 


INSANITY    CURED    BY    EXCISION    OF    THE    EXTERNAL    ORGANS    OF 

GENERATION. 

By  Samuel  N.  McMinn,  M.D.,  of  Tuscaloosa,  Ala. 

I  WAS  called  to  see  Mrs.  B.,  fifteen  miles  into  the  country,  and  was  told 
by  the  messenger,  to  use  his  own  language,  "  that  she  had  been  crazy  for 
several  years,  and  now  had  ruined  hei-self  widi  a  razor."  I  found  her 
visage  bloodless,  and  pulse  at  the  wrist  ahnost  im])erceptible.     Upon  fur- 
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ther  examination  1  fuund  her  floatin;^  in  blood.  She  had  procured  a  ra- 
'zor,  had  secreted  herself,  and  commenced  an  opt-ration  upon  iier  own 
body,  as  it  appeared,  by  making  a  horizontal  incision  above  the  pubis, 
about  four  inches  in  length ;  then  intei-secting  this,  two  other  incisions, 
one  on  each  side  downward  on  the  inside  of  the  ihii^hs,  so  as  to  include 
the  whole  of  the  external  organs  of  generation,  and  terminating  the  pro- 
cess by  amputating  or  exsecting  the  whole  of  the  external  organ.  The 
wound  was  so  deep  as  to  lay  bear  the  os  pubis,  and  wound,  or  perhaps 
remove,  the  external  portion  of  the  urethra  and  vagina.  Taking  into 
consideration  the  great  loss  of  integument  and  blood,  the  necessary  irrita- 
tion of  the  urine  passing  over  the  raw  surface,  1  thought  it  likely  she  would 
die.  I  dressed  the  wound  with  the  most  sim))le  dressing,  and  ordered  a 
dose  of  castor  oil  in  the  evening,  if  the  bow  els  were  not  moved.  Dur- 
ing the  whole  lime  of  my  stay  on  the  first  visit,  she  was  talking  inces- 
santly and  unintelligibly. 

I  learned  from  her  friends,  that  about  six  years  previous  to  the  above 
date,  when  she  was  about  4*2  years  of  age,  she  ceased  to  menstmate  ;  and  a 
few  months  afterwards  became  deranged,  and  had  remained  so  ever  since. 
In  consequence  of  her  derangement,  her  husband  had  abandoned  her,  and 
had  not  lived  with  her  since. 

The  next  day  I  visited  her  again,  and  found  evident  marks  of  return- 
ing reason.  Her  mind  continued  to  improve,  and  in  about  three  weeks 
her  reason  was  perfectly  restored.  In  about  four  months  the  wound 
completely  cicatrized.  From  that  time  to  the  present  1  believe  she  has 
enjoyed  the  right  use  of  her  reason  and  good  health ;  and  she  and  her 
husband  live  together  in  peace  and  good  order. 

I  am  pleased  to  call  the  attention  of  the  profession  to  this  case,  as  1 
presume  there  are  a  number  of  just  such  in  existence.  And  the  results 
of  this  case  may  suggest  a  remedy.  Whether  it  was  the  great  loss  of 
blood,  the  removal  of  the  external  organs  and  the  counter-irritation  con- 
sequent, that  cured  the  patient,  is  a  question  for  the  consideration  of  the 
profession.  I  have  had  the  opportunity  of  making  examinations  in  three 
different  cases  which  I  presume  are  quite  similar  to  Mrs.  B.'s,  since  her 
case  occurred  to  me  ;  and  in  each  case  I  found  the  external  organs  of 
generation  tumefied,  indurated  and  issuing  a  serous,  acrimonious,  and  quite 
offensive  fluid,  indicative  of  considerable  disease  in  the  parts.  But 
whether  this  condition  of  the  organs  existed  before  mental  aberration  was 
evident,  or  had  set  in  at  a  later  period,  I  am  unable  to  determine. —  West- 
cm  Lancet. 


ASSUMED    ANTIQUITY  OF   MESMERISM. 

Mesmerism,  according  to  its  advocates,  has  been  "  dimly  known  for 
thousands  of  years  in  barbarous  and  semi-barbarous  countries,  known  as 
to  some  of  its  high  results  in  many  of  the  great  nations  of  antiquity, 
though  the  knowledge  was  confined  to  the  chosen."  The  proofs  of  this  are 
selected  from  various  sources.     From  the  Bible,  Foissac  enumerates,  as 
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UK'n  )>osscssinir  i^nwi  mati^nctir  po\v(T,  Moses,  Aaron,  Saniiifl,  l^alaam, 
Klias,  Klislia,  ami  otlu^rs.  He,  remarks,  llial  when  Mosc.^  luld  up  his 
hands,  Israel  was  viclorious,  and  when  he  loivercd  llieni,  Ainalek  had  the 
advantage.  I'he  an<!;(!r  of  Naanian  al  not  bein^  touched  hy  thi;  prophet 
lor  the  cure  ol"  liis  lepmsy  ;  the  circunistancu!  of  Ehjali  and  Klislia  each 
stretchinii;  his  body  over  that  of  the  person  whom  he  n^slored  to  lile';  of 
Elisha  requirinii;  a  minstrel  to  play  music  before  he  would  prophesy  to 
Kini:  Jehoram,  an?  illustrations  of  a  knowled<re  of  animal  magnetism 
from  the  Old  Testament,  as  the  sudden  death  of  Ananias  and  Sapphira 
on  the  words  of  St.  JVter,  and  the  instant  cures,  usually  deemed  miracu- 
lous, are  considered  to  be  so  many  examples  from  the  New. 

Almost  all  the  marvellous  cures  on  record  have  been  referred  to  the 
operation  of  this  agent.  Thus  with  equal  facility  are  explained  the  heal- 
in<i;  of  the  w^ound  of  Ulysses  by  magical  incantation  ;  the  cure  of  fevers 
and  of  hydrophobia  by  pronouncing  the  word  Abracadabra  ;  of  sciatica, 
ague,  and  renal  affections,  by  music  ;  of  the  bite  of  serpents,  by  songs  ; 
and  the  reduction  of  dislocations,  hy  secret  words.  King  Pyrrhus  is  re- 
jx^rted  to  have  cured  diseases  of  the  spleen  by  gentle  pressure  over  the 
affected  organ  with  his  right  foot.  The  Emperors  Hadrian  and  Vespa- 
sian cured  congenital  blindness  by  merely  touching  the  eyes  ;  and,  besides 
the  royal  touch  in  England  and  France,  the  ancient  princes  of  Austria 
cured  scrofula  by  giving  with  their  own  hand  a  glass  of  wine  to  the  pa- 
tient to  drink.  The  effects  of  amulets,  talismans,  love-charms,  and  phil- 
tres, entitle  these  to  a  place  in  the  same  category; 

In  Egypt  and  Chaldaea,  the  practice  of  divination  and  of  the  predic- 
tion of  future  events  ;  in  Greece,  the  ceremonies  at  the  cave  of  Tropho- 
nius,  and  at  the  temple  of  ^sculapius,  and  a  passage  from  Stobaeus,  are 
referred  to  as  proofs  that  animal  magnetism  was  not  unknown.  An  ironi- 
cal passage  from  Plautus  is  quoted  seriously,  and  the  rites  at  the  Pythian 
and  Sibylline  oracles  are  adduced  as  reasons  for  concluding  that  the  Ro- 
mans possessed  similar  knowledge. 

If  the  Bible,  indeed,  furnish  examples  in  support  of  animal  magnetism, 
the  most  pertinent  one,  perhaps,  has  been  strangely  overlooked.  It  is 
that  of  "  a  certain  damsel  possessed  with  a  spirit  of  divination,  which 
brought  her  masters  much  gain  by  soothsaying."  The  rites  of  the  Egyp- 
tian and  Chaldean  priests  are  too  little  known  to  furnish  certain  evidence 
of  the  existence  of  anything  but  chicanery  and  gross  imposture,  and  can- 
not, therefore,  have  any  bearing  on  mesmerism.  The  passage  from  Sto- 
baeus merely  proves  that  Solon  (if  he  really  were  the  author  of  it)  be- 
lieved that  diseases  which  resisted  all  inward  medicines  might  sometimes 
be  cured  by  the  simple  process  of  external  friction. 

With  respect  to  the  cave  of  Trophonius,  Pausanias  informs  us  that  the 
consultant  first  drinks  of  the  waters  of  Lethe,  to  cause  to  forget  the  past,  anh 
then  of  the  waters  of  Mnemosyne,  to  enable  him  to  recollect  all  that  he  may 
see  or  learn  in  his  descent.  He  next  passes  into  the  cave,  and  is  initiated 
into  the  secrets  of  futurity.  After  a  time,  except,  indeed,  he  had  entered 
with  the  felonious  intent  of  stealing  the  gold  and  silver  offerings,  in  which 
case  he  is  seen  no  more,  he  comes  up  again.     Immediately  on  his  return. 
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he  knows  neither  himself  Hor  othei-s,  but  preseiitly  re«/ains  his  conscious- 
ness. It  is  mentioned  by  several  authors,  that  the  devotees  of  TEscula- 
pitis  Hsed  to  fall  asleep  in  his  temples  ;  but  if,  as  is  said,  th(;y  stayed  there 
many  days,  the  mesmeric  inrtuenc(;  was  not  more  powerful  than  we  occa- 
'sionaHy  see  it  in  tem[)les  of  modern  date.  Plautus  adopts  the  story  of 
Mercury  on  purpose  to  make  a  pun  upon  it.  Mercury,  prowling  about 
the  streets  after  dark,  meets  with  Sosia,  whom  he  perceives  to  be  in  a 
great  fri<^ht  at  him  ;  and  to  increase  this,  he  holds  a  dialo«,me  with  his  fists, 
so  that  Sosia  may  hear.  He  congratulates  them  on  having  put  to  sleep 
four  men  that  day  already  ;  whereon  Sosia,  making  a  bad  pun,  expresses 
his  alarm  lest  he  should  be  the  fifth ;  and  then  a  few  lines  below  comes 
the  passage  in  question,  in  which  Mercury,  speaking  ironically,  says, 
"  What  if  I  touch  him  gently  (tractim  tangaiu — what  if  I  stroke  him 
down),  that  he  nuiy  sleep  1"  The  allusion,  without  douht,  is  not  to 
•'  putting  a  child  to  sleep  by  gently  rubbing  it,"  but  to  the  power  supposed 
to  reside  in  the  caduceus  of  Mercury  of  sending  any  one  whom  it  touch- 
ed to  sleep.  Indeed,  when  Mercury  lulled  Argus  to  slumber  by  the 
sound  of  his  lyre,  and  deepened  his  sleep  w  ith  his  caduceus — 

"  tirmatque  sopore 
Languida  permulcens  inodicata  lumina  vir^  " — 

preparatory  to  cutting  off  his  head,  he  equalled  our  modern  mesmerizers 
in  humanity,  and  flu-  excelled  them  in  mesmeric  power,  closing  at  once  a 
hundred  eyes  instead  of  two. 

Pythagoras  ranks  high  as  an  ancient  magnetizer,  and  not  undeservedly. 
By  a  word  he  is  said  to  have  tamed  a  furious  bear,  prevented  an  ox  from 
eating  beans,  and  stopped  an  eagle  in  its  flight.  He  was  on  die  same 
day  present  and  haranguing  the  public  at  Metapontum  in  Italy,  and  at 
Tauromenlum  in  Sicily.  He  predicted  future  events,  and  stated  that  cer- 
tain periodical  absences  from  his  followers  were  occasioned  by  his  visits  to 
hell.  He  recollected  that  his  soul  had  already  animated  four  different  bodies 
before  his  own.  Socrates  was  acquainted  with  animal  magnetism,  for 
lie  believed  that  the  gods  sometimes  allowed  to  men  a  foreknowledge  of 
future  events,  and  his  familiar  demon  has  been  ascribed  to  the  influence 
of  mesmerism.  To  Apollonius  Tyaneus,  however,  must  be  aw^arded 
the  palm  as  a  mesmerist.  Not  only  was  he  versed  in  all  human  lan- 
o-ua'^-es,  though  he  had  never  learned  them,  but  he  even  understood  the 
lan'niaore  of  beasts  and  birds.  He  foretold  future  events  ;  and  whilst  dis-^ 
coursing  at  Ephesus,  was  conscious  of  the  murder  of  Domitian  at  Rome, 
at  the  very  instant  when  the  tyrant  was  slain.  He  held  a  conversation 
with  the  ghost  of  Achilles,  saw  the  chains  of  Prometheus  on  Mount  Cau- 
casus, and  in  the  course  of  his  travels  met  with  trees  that  spoke,  phoe- 
nixes, satyrs,  and  dragons  ;  and  lastly,  so  great  was  his  magnetic  power, 
that  his  mere  presence,  without  his  uttering  a  single  word,  sufficed  to 
quell  popular  tumults.  Nothing  but  mesmerism  can  account  for  these 
things. 

If  all  that  w^as  marvellous  in  the  impostures  of  ancient  priestcraft,  every 
instance  in  which  the  mind  exerted  a  powerful  influence  over  the  body, 
or  one  man  over  his  fellow-men,  and  every  case  i^ecorded  of  the  reme* 
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dial  (^nicacy  of  tonchlnsj;,  ImiHHinii;,  fr'u'tion,  or  any  other  outward  urt  cal- 
culalcd  to  cKcilc  I'aitli  in  the  patient.,  ani  to  be  referred  to  niesin(;risni, 
then  indeed  liave  we  evidenc*^  suflicicnt  tliat  tlio  art  has  been  known  and 
practised  from  llie  most  remote;  j)erio(l.  Jint  unless  it  can  be  shown  tliat 
by  sueii  reference,  all  that  before  was  unlntelli'iible  and  mysterious  be- 
comes clear  and  easy  of  explanation,  tlu;  (|ueslion  is  not  very  important, 
since  anticjuity  is  no  guarantet^  for  truth,  nor  any  aj)olou;y  for  error.  To 
•establish  the  claim  of  mesmerism  to  an  origin  so  ancient  as  its  advocates 
assume,  it  would  be  necessary  to  prove,  first,  that  all  tlu;  circumstances 
adduced  in  support  of  such  an  opinion  are  audientic  ;  sc^condly,  that  they 
can  all  be  clearly  and  completely  explained  by  the  doctrines  of  mesmer- 
ism ;  and  lastly,  that  they  cannot  be  accounted  for  in  any  other  way 
with  ecjual  probability.  Not  one  of  these  positions  can  be  maintained. — 
Dr.  R.  Hall,  in  hancet. 


MEDICAL  l^RACTICt:    AND  DISEASES    IN   THE   WEST. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Jonrnal. 

Dear  Sir, — I  propose  to  give  you  some  slight  sketclies  of  medical 
matters  at  the  West,  particularly  western  and  southern  Michigan  and 
noithern  Indiana.  These  are  the  parts  to  which  my  personal  observa- 
tions were  more  particularly  directed  in  a  recent  sojourn  of  two  months 
at  Laporte  University,  Laporte  County,  Indiana.  My  opportunities  en- 
abled me  to  collect  many  facts  in  relation  to  the  diseases  which  have  pre- 
vailed since  the  first  settlement  of  the  country  and  still  prevail,  the  best 
mode  of  treatment,  the  prevalence  of  quackery,  tlie  encouragement  to 
medical  men,  and  the  advantages  and  disadvantages  of  a  residence  in 
that  beautiful  and  fertile  portion  of  our  country.  Although  there  are 
many  physicians  in  this  section  of  country  who  arc  worthy  and  scientific 
men,  and  are  laboring  hard  to  elevate  the  standard  of  medical  education 
to  its  proper  state  ;  yet,  from  so  many  ignorant  and  mercenary  wretches 
embarking  in  a  business  where  the  laws  place  them  on  an  equal  footing 
with  the  well-educated  physician.  It  follows  that  much  remains  to  be 
done  to  place  the  science  of  medicine  in  as  elevated  a  position  as  in  the 
eastern  States.  If  many  of  the  young  men  who  graduate  at  our  eastern 
schools  would  emigrate  to  the  West,  where  there  is  more  to  do,  and 
where  competition  is  not  so  much  to  be  dreaded,  they  would  be  doing  a 
great  favor  to  the  country,  as  well  as  placing  themselves  in  situations 
where  eminence,  happiness  and  wealth  must  inevitably  follow.  With  a 
country  of  surpassing  beauty  and  a  soil  of  great  fertility,  a  climate  far 
more  mild  than  In  our  eastern  Atlantic  States  in  the  same  parallels  of  lati- 
tude, wdiere  villages  and  towns  are  springing  up  as  by  magic,  where  the 
comforts  and  even  the  luxuries  of  life  are  now  so  easily  procured,  where 
the  facilities  of  travel  are  such  that  space  and  dme  are  nearly  annihilated, 
where  die  roads  are  for  most  portions  of  the  year  excellent,  w  here  the 
circumstances  of  the  people  are  such  as  to  render  pecuniary  compensa- 
tion a  thing  of  courses-advantages  are  combined  which   hold  out  to  the 
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youny^  })ractitioner  of  good,  sound  m«idical  education,  and  ot"  industiious 
habits,  inducements  for  which  many  yeai*s  of  "  hope  deferred  "  at  tlie  East, 
would  scarcely  compensate. 

The  diseases  of  the  West  which  are  most  prevalent,  are  those  of  a 
malarious  origin.  Intermittent,  remittent  and  congestive  fevers  are  those 
which  the  practitioner  has  mostly  to  treat.  In  many  sections  these  are 
diminishing  as  the  country  is  becoming  more  cultivated.  Consump- 
tion, which  was  a  rare  disease  when  the  country  was  first  setded,  is  now 
increasing  in  proportion  as  the  fevers  disappear.  This  is  a  fact  so  0I3- 
vious,  that  no  one  who  has  been  long  a  resident  in  the  country  has 
failed  to  notice  it.  The  epidemic  exanthemata  hav(^  likewise  become 
more  prevalent  of  late.  Scarlatina  has  prevailed  in  some  sections  in  a 
very  malignant  form. 

The  epidemic  erysipehis  has  also  prevailed,  and  has  proved  singularly 
malignant  and  mortal.  This  disease  made  its  appearance  in  the  au- 
tumn of  1843,  at  Michigan  city,  Laporte  county,  Indiana,  a  small  town 
on  Lake  Michigan,  of  about  1000  inhabitants.  The  town  is  situated 
among  sand  hills,  at  the  south-east  end  of  the  Lake.  A  small  creek 
empties  into  the  Lake  at  this  place,  at  the  mouth  of  which  they  are  at- 
tempting to  make  a  harbor.  Along  the  shore  high  hills  of  sand  have 
been  thrown  up  by  the  action  of  the  winds  and  waves,  which  are  here 
very  furious  from  the  north-west.  These  hills  are  covered  with  a  stunted 
growth  of  pine  and  oak.  Back  of  these  hills  and  of  the  town  there  are 
several  tracts  of  marshy  land,  particularly  along  tlie  creek  which  empties 
into  the  Lake.  It  has  always  been  subject  to  intermittent  and  remittent 
fever.  The  first  cases  of  erysipelas,  in  the  year  above  mentioned,  were 
almost  all  fatal.  In  the  course  of  the  winter  forty  adults  died  in  the  city, 
including  three  of  the  physicians  of  the  place.  As  in  other  parts  where 
this  disease  has  prevailed,  pregnant  women  seeMned  to  be  peculiarly  ob- 
noxious to  its  influence.  There  was  scarcely  one  which  escaped  the 
disease  during  its  prevalence,  and  but  one  who  was  attacked  recovered. 
Another  fi\ct  which  was  verified  here,  and  which  I  have  noticed  in  this 
State,  where  the  same  disease  has  prevailed,  was  the  liability  of  women 
having  the  disease  when  attended  by  a  practitioner  in  the  daily  intercourse 
with  erysipelatous  cases — and  this,  too,  where  he  was  called  out  of  the 
immediate  influence  of  the  epidemic.  This  foct  was  illustrated  in  a 
most  unfortunate  manner,  in  the  county  of  Cayuga,  in  this  State,  in  the 
autumn  of  1844.  I  saw  several  of  the  cases,  and  they  were  all  fatal. 
The  same  disease  prevailed  at  Laporte  and  vicinity  during  my  residence 
there.  It  did  not  differ  from  the  same  which  has  prevailed  in  this  sec- 
tion of  the  State  of  New  York.  Prof.  Meeker,  of  Laporte  University, 
who  saw  much  of  the  epidemic  of  1843,  had  two  cases  which  terminated 
in  gangrene  of  the  leg,  and  the  limbs  were  both  amputated  at  the  end  of 
about  six  weeks  from  the  commencement  of  the  disease  ;  within  that 
time,  the  bones  were  so  far  disorganized  as  to  present  but  a  thin  spongy 
shell,  in  which  the  animal  matter  was  completely  absorbed.  The  patients 
both  recovered.  This  disease  received,  periraps,  the  most  varied  and  ab- 
surd treatment  of  any   which  has  ever   prevailed.     Seeing  the  fatality 
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which  attended  it  when  treated  by  the  scientific  physician,  it  was  seized 
on  by  the  numerous  (juacks  who  infest  this  re^^ion,  as  a  <j[od-send,  in 
whicii  their  inlanible  remedies  could  work  wonders.  Accordiuf^ly  many 
fell  victims  to  improix-r  treatment  from  their  liands.  Prof  Meeker  used 
the  stronij;  iodine  ointment,  as  an  external  apphcation  to  the  inflamed  sur- 
faces, and  with  very  ^ood  success.  But  what  proved  most  beneficial  in 
my  hands,  was  a  saturated  solution  of  nitrate  of  silver,  ap])lied  to  the 
surface  with  a  camel's  hair  pencil ;  and  if  the  throat  was  the  seat  of  in- 
flammation, the  solid  nitrate  applied  freely  was  found  to  subdue  it  most 
eftix'tually.  M'lie  internal  remedies  were  those  which  are  ordinarily  pre- 
scribed or  reconnnended  in  the  books,  except  quinine,  which  some  practi- 
tioners gave  from  the  commencement  of  the  attack,  and  with  most  de- 
cided benefit  as  far  as  my  observation  extended.  Most  of  the  cases 
which  1  witnessed  bore  cathartics  badly,  as  a  tendency  to  go  into  a  state 
of  collapse  was  the  result. 

A  great  improvement  in  the  treatment  of  malarious  diseases  I  am  con- 
fident has  taken  place  within  a  very  few  years,  in  the  West.  Calomel, 
which  was  fonnerly  supposed  indispensable,  is  now  rarely  used  by  the 
most  successful  physicians.  The  mucous  surfaces  are  disturbed  as  little 
as  possible.  Emetics  are  used  very  sparingly.  Patients  are  now  cured 
of  the  fevei"s  without  reducing  them  to  the  verge  of  the  grave.  Prof. 
Richards,  of  Illinois,  who  has  a  great  and  deservedly  high  reputation  in 
the  treatment  of  the  fevers  of  that  State,  informs  me  that  he  has  used  but 
lour  ounces  of  calomel  in  the  treatment  of  fever  in  the  last  four  years. 
Tartrate  of  antimony  he  has  not  em]3loyed  at  all.  Cathartics  of  the 
drastic  kind  he  does  not  employ,  while  he  is  sparing  of  the  use  of  cathar- 
tics of  any  kind.  The  result  is,  that  his  patients  recover  much  sooner 
than  when  treated  b}'^  emetics,  cathartics  and  other  ordinary  means  ;  and 
by  a  skilful  adaptation  of  his  remedies  during  convalescence,  relapses 
are  not  so  frequent  as  is  the  case  in  remittent  and  intermittent  fever. 
Several  other  men  of  eminence  in  Indiana,  Illinois  and  Michigan,  with 
whom  I  had  the  pleasure  of  an  acquaintance,  bore  testimony  to  the  im- 
proved treatment  of  fever  without  a  resort  to  the  use  of  calomel  and  dras- 
tic cathartics.  Prof.  Knapp,  of  Chicago,  who  has  long  resided  in  the 
south  part  of  Illinois,  where  malarious  fevers  are  rife,  is  a  great  advocate 
for  the  same  course  of  treatment.  Prof  Brown,  of  Kalamazoo,  Michi- 
gan, and  Prof.  Hard,  of  Illinois,  are  also  advocates  of  the  improved  plan  of 
treatment.  These  gentlemen,  let  me  not  be  misunderstood,  in  some  in- 
stances employ  calomel  ;  there  are  cases  where  its  judicious  employment 
is  highly  beneficial.  What  they  condenni  is,  the  indiscriminate  use  and  the 
fool-hardy  manner  in  which  some  have  used,  and  are  still  in  the  habit  of  using 
it.  It  is  this  reckless  and  unsparing  use  of  it  by  unskilful  and  ignorant  pre- 
tenders, that  has  excited  much  of  the  prejudice  which  exists  against  the 
drug,  and  also  against  the  regular  physician.  This  is  one  reason  why 
quackery  has  been  able  to  flourish,  following,  in  some  instances,  in  the 
wake  of  one  of  diese  heroic  practitioners.  The  shameless  pretender  has 
been  too  successful  in  exciting  prejudices  which  were,  in  too  many  cases, 
well  founded.     The  result  has   been   a   prejudice   whicli   has  been  indis- 
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criminatt;  in  li>  application  to  the  regular  il^culty.  One  trick,  wliieli  I  be- 
lieve is  ail  olil  ouf,  the  tiuack  sometimes  resorts  to,  viz.,  the  appheation 
of  steel  lead  moistened  in  vinegar  to  the  legs  of  his  patients,  extracting 
thereby  the  calom.il  which  they  have  taken  from  one  to  forty  years  pre- 
vious, and  showing  the  substance  to  them  in  the;  form  of  a  white  powder 
on  the  surface  of  the  lead  !  !  Quinine  they  also  attack  as  a  powerful 
mineral^  which  gets  into  the  bones  and  breaks  down  the  constitution. 
Quinine  may  havti  been  unskilfully  used  in  the  treatment  of  tht;  Western 
diseases  by  some,  l)ut  1  am  at  a  loss  for  any  good  reason  for  the  prejudice 
which  exists  against  it.  It  is  certainly  the  most  universal  and  j)otent 
febrifuo;e  which  is  known,  and  has  cured  and  alleviated  more  sufFerin<{ 
than  any  other,  or  I  may  say  all  other  remedies.  Yet,  strange  to  tell, 
such  is  the  almost  univei-sal  fear  of  it,  that  practitioners  are  often  obliged 
to  tax  their  ingenuity  to  disguise  their  prescriptions. 

Next  to  the  Thomsonian  doctors,  who  infest  the  VVestem  country,  is  a 
species  of  quack  called  the  Uroscopian  doctor,  or  one  who  pretends  to 
cure  all  diseases  by  examining  the  urine.  Many  miraculous  stories  are 
told  by  the  ignorant  and  credulous,  of  the  wonderful  discrimination  of 
these  men  in  detecting  the  tricks  which  have  often  been  played  upon 
them  by  the  pranks  of  some  wag  who  has  unmasked  their  pretensions.  I 
know  one  shameless  impostor,  of  considerable  shrewdness,  of  unparal- 
leled impudence,  and  ignorant  of  the  simplest  elements  of  knowledge, 
who  has  an  extensive  practice,  and  has  made  a  fortune  within  a  very  few 
years.  He  is  educating  several  young  men  to  the  sublime  art  of  disco- 
vering the  disease  and  remedy  in  a  vial  of  urine  !  Tlie  extent  of  their 
knowledge  has  often  been  shown  by  discovering,  for  instance,  pregnancy 
in  the  urine  of  a  man,  and  syphilis  in  the  urine  of  a  cow  ! 

Yet  the  West,  with  its  fertile  prairies  and  thriving  towns,  is  destined, 
at  no  distant  day,  to  furnish  a  fine  field  for  the  well-educated  physician. 
The  medical  man  is  now  better  paid  for  the  same  services  than  at  the 
East.  Charges  for  services  are  fifty  per  cent,  higher  than  in  New  Eng- 
land or  New  York,  and  fewer  poor  patients.  As  society  becomes  more 
settled  and  better  organized,  a  different  state  of  things  will  be  the  con- 
sequence. Physicians  will  be  educated  in  the  States  where  they  are  re- 
quired. Coiupetition  in  teaching  medicine  will  stimulate  to  a  sound  and 
thorough  meiVK'nl  «*ducation,  which  will  do  much  to  put  dow  n  empiricism. 
I^hysicians  nuLst  be  educated  in  the  West  to  supply  the  adequate  de- 
mands of  the  country.  And  why  can  ihey  not  learn  medicine  and 
surgerv,  anatomy,  and  obstetrics,  and  chemistry,  as  well  there  as  at 
the  East  ?  The  material  for  the  study  of  anatomy  is  abundant.  Clini- 
<:al  surgery  is  perhaps  not  so  adv^antageously  taught  as  in  large  hos- 
])itals,  but  the  principles  are  the  same  there  as  elsewhere.  Theory 
and  practice,  by  a  man  skilled  in  Western  diseases,  is  more  useful  to 
the  practitioner  there  than  in  many  other  places.  Then,  so  far  from 
deploring  the  multiplication  of  medical  schools,  as  some  writers  and 
journalists  havx'  done,  it  is  to  be  hailed  as  a  real  blessing  to  the  country. 
A  great  number  of  young  men,  who  would  not  enter  the  profession  at  all, 
if  compelled  to  go  far  to  attend  lectures,  can  now  avail  themselves  of 
their  advantaircs. 
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1  have  cxteiult'd  my  coinniunication  to  a  greater  Icni^^lh  than  I  antici- 
^lated  when  1  coinincnrcd  writing.  In  sonic  futnrc  No.  1  may  <;ive  a 
more  extended  notiro  of  the  topograpliy  of  that  ])art  of  our  country,  its 
diseases  and  ihclr  treatment.  A.  B.   Shipman,   M.D. 

Professor  of  Surgery  in  \,;\\nnu-  Uiiiversily. 

CorthndmJk,  N.  F.,  March  4,  1845. 


Ol'EKATIONS   FOR   REMOVAL  OF   A    UTERINE    TUMOR. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Dkar  Sir, — In  looking  over  the  Journal  of  19th  February,  1  notice 
some  remarks,  with  cases,  on  uterine  }X)lypi  and  mahgnant  tumors,  by 
Dr.  Chadboume,  of  Concord,  N.  H.  Justice  to  myself,  and  a  regard 
for  integrity  among  the  profession,  would  seem  to  demand  a  passing  no- 
tice of  his  second  case. 

Some  time  in  the  motith  of  September  last,  I  was  in  company  wilh  a 
medical  gentleman  at  Pittsfield,  N.  H.,  who  was  summoned  to  attend  a 
Mi-s.  S.  as  soon  as  possible,  as  the  patient  was  in  imminent  danger  from 
uterine  hemorrhage.  The  doctor  politely  invited  me  to  take  a  seat  in  his 
carriage  and  accompany  him  to  see  the  patient,  some  six  miles  distant. 
On  our  arrival  we  found  her  in  great  distress,  with  something  like  labor 
pains  and  some  flooding.  Her  family  physician  arrived  about  the  same 
time.  We  consulted  for  a  moment,  and  the  gentlemen  asked  me  to  make 
a  prescription.  I  replied,  that  an  examination  per  vaginam  would  be 
necessary,  in  order  to  prescribe  judiciously.  They  then  proposed  that  I 
make  the  examination,  which  I  did,  and  found  a  large  fibrous  tumor,  in  ap- 
pearance, occupying  the  uterus.  1  then  stated  the  nature  of  the  case,  and 
added,  that  treatment,  for  the  present,  must  be  merely  palliative.  At 
that  time  I  told  the  patient  and  friends,  that  the  only  remedy  w^as  a  re- 
moval of  the  tumor,  and  that  this  would  be,  not  as  Dr.  Chadbourne  says, 
"  without  pain,  difficulty  or  danger,"  bilt  that  it  must  be  necessarily  pain- 
ful and  the  result  somewhat  doubtful  ;  yet  gave  it  as  my  opinion,  that 
she  would  recover  if  properly  managed,  as  there  appeared  nothing  malig- 
nant about  the  tumor.  1  then  left,  not  knowing  that  I  should  ever  see  the 
patient  again,  being  then  a  resident  of  Portland,  Me.  About  two 
months  after  this,  1  removed  to  Pittsfield,  and  was  called  upon  to  ligate 
the  tumor.  Accordingly,  in  the  first  part  of  December,  in  presence  of  Drs. 
Til  ton,  Tenny  and  Dickey,  T  made  an  attempt  to  ligate  the  tumor,  using 
the  instrument  reported  and  used  by  Dr.  Gilbert,  Professor  in  Penn- 
sylvania College,  Philadelphia,  and  described  in  the  13th  No.  of  the  31st 
Vol.  of  this  Journal.  On  a  previous  examination  I  found  that  the  size 
of  the  tumor  would  not  admit  of  the  double  canula.  In  this  attempt  to 
ligate,  the  curved  wires  were  found  to  be  quite  too  small,  on  account  of 
the  size  of  the  tumor,  and  the  strong  contractions  of  the  uterus  when  at- 
tcMupting  to  pass  the  wires  around  the  tumor,  though  considerable  larger 
than  those  used  by  Dr.  Gilbert.  After  several  unsuccessful  attempts  to 
J^ass  the  ligature  around  the  neck  of  the  tumor,  it  was  thouLrht  best  to  de- 
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fer  the  openitioii,  in  order  tliat  the  tumor  might  protrude  lower  into  tiie 
vagina,  and  to  procure  an  instrument  widi  larger  wires.  It  is  necessary 
to  correct  some  mis-statements  made  by  Dr.  Chadbourne,  for  he  has  either 
been  wrongly  informed,  or  has  intentionally  misrepresented.  The  time 
actually  spent  in  attempting  to  pass  the  ligature  was  not  more  than  thirty 
or  forty  minutes,  and  this  at  difi'erent  times.  There  was  some  pain,  to  be 
sure,  but  nothing  very  severe.  As  to  loss  of  blood,  there  was  none,  ex- 
cept a  very  trifle,  not  more  than  an  ounce  or  two  at  most,  which  oozed 
from  the  surface  of  the  tumor.  I  saw  the  patient  a  few  days  after,  and 
found  her  in  her  usual  health,  and  ready  to  have  an  operation  when  it 
should  be  thought  best. 

I  wish  now  to  call  the  attention  of  the  profession  to  the  management  of 
Dr.  C.  in  regard  to  this  case.  Some  four  weeks  after  (as  he  tells  us)  he 
called  on  the  patient,  unsolicited,  having  heard  something  of  the  case, 
and  began  making  inquiries  in  regard  to  the  patient.  He  was  told  that  I 
was  expected  to  operate  at  some  future  day.  He  then  said  to  the  patient 
and  friends,  that  he  could  operate  without  giving  pain,  that  the  operation 
was  perfectly  safe,  and  there  w  as  no  dpubt  of  a  cure  ;  that  he  had  ope- 
rated some  twelve  or  thirteen  times,  and  in  each  case  with  success  (an  un- 
usually large  number,  by  the  way,  for  a  physician  in  a  country  village)  ; 
that  the  operation  would  be  very  short,  he.  "  Such  fair  promises,  of 
course,  gained  the  confidence  of  the  patient,"  and  she  consented  to  have 
him  operate.  Accordingly  he  did  operate  ;  and  without  much  pain  or 
difliculty  he  succeeded  in  ligating  all  that  portion  of  die  tumor  within  the 
vagina,  and  no  more.  This  portion  came  away  in  about  ten  days,  when 
the  doctor  found,  to  his  annoyance,  that  he  had  got  only  a  small  part  of 
the  tumor,  or  that  there  w  as  another  still  remaining.  On  the  same  day 
that  the  part  was  removed,  he  made  another  attempt,  and  ligated  about 
one  half  of  the  remaining  portion.  At  this  time  he  found  it  more  difficult 
to  himself,  and  very  painful  to  the  patient ;  for  he  got  the  ligature  within 
the  uterus,  and  it  was  judged  that  he  was  three  or  four  times  as  long  as 
in  the  fii^st  operation,  which  was  about  thirty  minutes  ;  which  would  make 
the  time  in  the  second  operation  an  hour  and  a  half  or  two  hours.  In 
about  three  days,  the  doctor  tells  us,  "  she  gradually  sunk  from  exhaus- 
tion, and  died."  This  is  not  at  all  surprising,  when  we  consider  that  the 
patient  had  for  thirteen  days  been  under  the  influence  of  such  a  putrid 
mass,  in  her  weak  and  emaciated  condition.  Here  we  see  the  ligature 
was  twice  put  around  the  body  of  the  tumor,  which  Dr.  C.  tell  us  was  five 
inches  in  diameter,  and  the  neck  only  two.  If  the  tumor  had  been  ligat- 
ed around  the  neck  in  the  first  instance,  as  I  think  it  might  have  been, 
with  a  proper  instrument,  it  would  probably  have  been  removed  in  five  or 
six  days,  and  the  woman  have  recovered,  as  she  withstood  the  contamina- 
tion of  the  putrid  mass  for  thirteen  days.  Almost  any  instrument  will  do, 
and  any  operator  can  pass  a  ligature,  so  far  as  he  can  reach  with  his 
fingers.  "  Any  one  accustomed  to  the  application  of  the  ligature,  in  such 
cases,  must  at  once  suspect  some  great  defect  in  the  instrument,  ignorance 
or  inexperience  in  the  operator,  or  all  combined,  but  at  any  rate,  great 
error  in  judgment,"  when  he  sees  a  man   ligating  the  body  of  a  uterine 
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tumor,  linu>  aflcr  time,  wliciv.  it  is  five  inches  in  diameter  eiiid  the  neck 
only  two.  I  expected  to  operuto  on  the  tumor  lit  soin(!  future  day,  l)ut 
the  uusoHcited  o/iiciousiiess  of  Dr.  C.  has  saved  me  the  trouble,  and  the 
patient  liom  further  ^ulVerini^^  Respectfully  yours, 

PitLsfuld,  A.  IL,  March  10,  1845.  Senkca  Sakgknt. 


(  REOSOTK   IN   A   CASE   OF   VOMITING. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Dear  Sir, — On  Tuesday  morning,  February  '25,  1845,  6  o'clock,  i  was 
called  to  visit  a  young  man  (a  student  in  Amherst  College)  who  liad 
been  taken  ill  about  five  hours  previous  with  the  most  violent  retchings  and 
vomiting.  1  found  the  patient  vomiting  every  ten  or  fifteen  minutes.  The 
matter  ejected  was  mostly  ])ilious.  As  to  the  origin  of  all  this  gastric  irrita- 
bility, I  could  not  learn  any  sufficient  cause.  The  young  man  retired  tlie 
night  before  with  his  usual  good  health.  But  there  was  no  time  to  be  lost 
in  vain  speculations.  The  patient  was  rapidly  becoming  exhausted.  What 
was  to  be  done  ?  I  ordered  a  strong  counter-irritant,  as  liot  as  the  patient 
could  bear,  to  be  placed  over  the  stomach,  and  began  immediately  to  ad- 
minister creosote.  A  single  drop  of  creosote  to  an  ounce  of  pure  water  was 
the  strength  of  my  medicine.  Of  this  I  gave  a  teaspoonful  every  15  minutes 
till  the  vomiting  w^as  checked.  After  the  fourth  dose  the  intervals  be- 
tween the  vomiting  began  to  lengthen,  and  continued  to  do  so  until  the 
stomach  became  perfectly  quiet  and  natural.  The  exhaustion  and  sore- 
ness of  the  parts  consequent  on  such  violent  action  have  now  nearly  dis- 
appeared, and  the  patient  is  engaged  in  his  usual  college  duties  and  calls 
himself  entirely  well. 

As  in  this  case  creosote  has  proved  to  be  so  useful  a  remedy,  I 
hope  the  profession  will  more  generally  use  it,  and  test  its  efficacy  in 
other  cases  of  obstinate  vomiting.  Yours  truly, 

Amherst,  Mass.,  March  5,  1845.  John  M.  Brewster,  Jr. 


THE    BOSTON    MEDICAL    AND    SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 

BOSTON,    MARCH      19,      1845. 


Medical  Lexicon  of  Modern  Terminology. — We  were  apprised,  some 
time  since,  of  the  publication  of  this  convenient  table  monitor,  but  never 
succeeded  in  getting  sight  of  a  single  copy  till  last  week,  wlien  one  came 
to  the  address  of  the  Journal.  Without  seeing  it,  however,  we  were  pre- 
pared to  like  it,  from  a  knowledge  of  the  bibliographical  qualifications  of 
the  author,  David  Meredith  Reese,  M.D.,  of  New  York.  It  is  a  complete 
dictionary  of  technical  terms  employed,  as  Dr.  Reese  expresses  it,  "  by 
writers  and  teachers  of  medical  science  at  the  present  day."  One  of  its 
essential   merits,  discoverable   at  sight,  consists  in  not  giving  too  much  in 
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explanation.  By  carrying  one  of  these  useful  petit  prompters  in  his  pockety 
a  student  wouhi  insensibly  become  familiar  with  the  whole  vocabulary  of 
dctiiiitioiis,  with  which,  in  all  periods  of  professional  life,  he  should  be 
familiar.  Published  by  Lani^ley,  New  York.  To  be  found  in  Boston  at 
Tappan  &l  Dennet's,  Washington  street. 


Diseases  Peculiar  to  Women. — For  some  days  we  have  been  giving 
portions  of  time  to  an  examination  of  A  Practical  Treatise  on  the  Dis- 
eases Peculiar  to  Women^  by  Samuel  Ashwell,  M.D.,  and  we  can  now 
speak  of  it  with  pleasure  and  confidence.  It  is  truly  what  the  title-page 
represents  it  to  be  ;  and  since  no  man  has  ever  collected  cases  illustrative 
of  the  propositions  on  which  the  work  is  based,  with  more  industry  than 
Dr.  Ashwell,  we  cannot  conceive  of  a  safer  adviser  than  the  author. 
His  whole  desire  appears  to  have  been  to  produce  a  treatise  on  female  dis- 
eases, true,  simple  and  practical — and  a  scrupulous  accuracy  in  regard  to 
facts,  gives  both  freshness  and  richness  to  the  whole.  The  volume  is  di- 
vided into  two  parts — the  first  being  devoted  to  the  consideration  of  the 
functional  diseases  of  the  uterine  system,  and  the  second  to  the  internal 
and  external  organic  diseases.  Dr.  Goddard,  of  Philadelphia,  has  added 
notes.  In  a  word,  those  who  have  never  yet  had  Dr.  Ashwell,  will  find 
it  for  their  interest  to  procure  this  last  revised  edition. — Lea  &<  Blanchard, 
and  Ticknor  &  Co. 


Diseases  and  Special  Hygiene  of  Females. — This  translation  from  the 
French  of  Colombat  De  L'Isere,  has  been  much  improved  by  the  labors 
of  Dr.  Meigs,  of  Philadelphia,  who  makes  rational  inferences  from  the 
sometimes  rather  extravagant  exultations  of  the  author,  and  with  the  kind- 
ness of  a  friend  constantly  endeavors  to  have  his  charge  appear  to  the 
very  best  advantage. 

An  immense  amount  of  matter  is  to  be  found  in  this  treatise,  of  singular 
interest,  and  sometimes  expressed  in  a  novel  manner.  That  the  author 
has  a  familiar  acquaintance  with  the  literature  of  this  department  of 
medicine,  it  is  presumed  no  one  would  think  of  calling  in  question.  With 
the  additions  of  Dr.  Meigs,  it  constitutes  an  exceedingly  instructive  and 
altogether  desirable  work.  Lea  &.  Blanchard  are  the  publishers.  In  Bos- 
ton, Ticknor  &  Co.  are  the  agents. 


Prostitution  in  Paris. — A  duodecimo  volume,  an  epitome  of  the  great 
work  of  Duchatelet,  was  published  last  week  by  Mr.  Brainard,  of  this 
city.  The  translation  appears  to  have  been  made  by  an  accurate  scholar. 
This  little  treatise  considers  the  vice  of  prostitution  morally,  politically 
and  medically.  Although  ostensibly  '*  prepared  for  philanthropists  and 
legislators,"  it  is  obvious  that,  for  a  profitable  sale,  the  publisher  looks  to 
the  prurient  public — that  extensive  portion  of  general  society  who  would 
sooner  read  a  book  on  prostitution  than  Jeremy  Taylor.  Our  views  are 
somewhat  altered  in  regard  to  the  utility  of  these  publications.  Under 
the  expressed  design  of  doing  good,  indiscreet  men  and  women,  who  im- 
agine themselves  christians  and  philanthropists,  have  sown  widely  the 
seeds  of  corruption,  which  have  germinated,  we  fear,  to  the  destruction  of 
individual  happiness  and  respectability  in  thousands  of  instances,  and   at 
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lire  same  \m\o.  polluted  the  |)iii)lic  sentiiiiciit  beyond  the  possibility  of  iin- 
mediale  redemption.  \\\\  are  iiouest  in  sayiiiir  tliat,  so  far  from  prevent- 
ino^  the  vice  of  prt)stit»ition  a  sintrje  iota,  we  really  fear  that  this  book  will 
promote  the  very  wickedness  it  ostensil)Iy  endeavors  to  diminish.  This 
may  be  an  unpopular  o|)inion,  and  perhaj)s  (piite  disappoint  those  whose 
friendship  we  value  :  but  to  conceal  our  fears,  or  to  recommend  to  any 
one  a  poison  as  baneful  to  the  soul  as  ordinary  vices  are  physically  dete- 
riorating to  the  body  or  eni]H)verishini;  to  an  estate,  would  be  a  moral 
wrong,  and  therefore  we  feel  bound  freely  to  express  these  vic^ws.  Who- 
€?er  reads  this  translation,  made  by  an  American  physician,  will  certainly 
have  a  pretty  tolerable  insight  into  the  economy  of  the  wretched  life  of 
Parisian  prostitutes;  but  who  will  be  benefited  by  it?  Another  book 
miirht  be  written,  though  perhaps  not  equally  exciting  to  those  craving  this 
kind  of  information,  expressly  illustrating  the  great  amount  of  the  same 
disofustiuiT  vice  in  cities  of  the  United  States.  In  the  shrewd  research  for 
profitable  topics,  so  characteristic  of  the  age,  somebody  may  by-and-by 
surprise  us,  under  the  special  pretext  of  ameliorating  their  condition,  with 
a  pestilential  history  and  description  of  prostitutes  in  New  Orleans,  Phila- 
delpliia,  New  York  or  Boston.  Surely  there  is  no  want  of  material  the 
present  moment,  and  the  highest  bid  for  such  a  manuscript  may  at  any 
time  cause  the  momentous  developments  to  be  made.  It  may  well  be 
made  a  question  what  kind  of  interest  physicians  have  in  this  tranvS- 
Jation  from  Duchatelet ;  but  we  leave  it  for  others  to  answer. 


Popular  Directions  for  the  Treatment  of  Accidents,  Sj'c. — This  is  a  con- 
venient, cheap  treatise,  which  would  be  no  burden  in  a  traveller's  trunk, 
but  might  be  found  of  incalculable  importance  under  some  circumstances, 
especially  on  some  of  those  pressing  emergencies  that  are  always  occur- 
ring, in  families  and  elsewhere,  when  advice  is  wanted  before  the  arrival 
of  the  physician.  It  is  written  by  Henry  W.  Rivers,  M.D.,  Surgeon  of  the 
Marine  Hospital,  Providence,  R.  I.  If  there  were  more  of  it  the  object  of  the 
author  would  have  been  in  some  measure  defeated — since  few  would  buy 
it.  Were  there  less,  it  would  have  been  frivolous.  As  it  is,  it  is  accessi- 
ble to  the  whole  community  ;  and  being  in  plain  English,  a  child  may  read 
and  understand  its  injunctions.     Thos.  H.  Webb  &  Co.,  Boston. 


Institutes  of  Medicine. — A  new  edition  of  the  Outlines  of  the  Insti- 
tutes of  Medicine,  founded  on  philosophy  and  the  human  economy,  by 
the  venerable  Joseph  Gallup,  M.D.,  of  Vermont,  is  soon  to  appear  from 
the  press  of  Collins,  Brother  &  Co.,  New  York.  A  full  measure  of 
literary  justice  was  never  awarded  the  learned  author,  from  some  cause  we 
never  could  define.  The  period  will  certainly  arrive  when  the  researches 
and  indefatigable  labors  of  the  philosophical  Dr.  Gallup  will  be  appreciat- 
ed as  they  deserve,  l)y  the  profession  for  whose  benefit  they  were  intended. 


Golden  Bible  of  Nature  and  Reason  ! — Coming  events  cast  their  shad- 
ows  before  !  Something  is  now  passing  through  Dickin.son's  great  steam 
press,  in  Boston,  tiiat  will  wake  up  the  sound  sleepers.  It  is  entitled  "  The 
book  of  prudential  revelations;  or  the  golden  bible  of  nature  and  reason 
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and  the  confidential  doctor  at  home  ;  expoundini,'  to  the  family  circle  the 
laws  ot"  human  nature  and  healtii,"  &.c.  &lc.  Also  the  prophetic  warnings 
to  the  transirressors  are  there  recorded,  *'  as  they  resound  from  the  gulf  of 
oblivion  and  crimes;  sutterings  and  sickness;  despair  and  death ;  illus- 
trated by  the  awful  disclosures  of  ilie  mysteries  of  real  life,"  by  A.  De 
Fontaine,  M.D.     A  cataract  of  science  is  certainly  coining. 


Kclli/'s  Percuro  Pills. — Circulars  have  been  scattered  over  our 
city,  and  thrust  into  dwelling  houses,  which  set  forth  the  high  and  distin- 
guished medical  position  of  one  Mr.  Kelly.  He  probaby  sees  through 
diseased  eyes,  as  he  asserts  the  following  remarkable  fact.  "  Scarcely  an 
individual,  old  or  young,"  says  he,  "  do  we  pass  in  the  streets,  but  their 
countenances  strongly  evince  the  disease  or  internal  derangement  which 
is  rapidly  hurrying  them  to  the  termination  of  their  mortal  existence."  Poor 
fellow  !  wliat  melancholy  spectacles  beset  his  path  !  But  there  is  balm  in 
Gilead — thanks  to  the  genius  of  Clawson  Kelly.  Unlike  the  connnon  ad- 
venturers in  physic,  this  man  modestly  notifies  the  valetudinarian  public 
that  he  puts  up  percuro  pills  "  in  packages  to  last  about  one  montli,  with 
full  and  complete  directions,  price  $  1  " — which  are  for  the  cure  of  "  chronic 
diseases  of  the  liver,  spleen,  stomach,  kidneys  and  bladder;  dyspepsia,  scro- 
fula, impurities  of  the  blood,  eruptions,  erysipelas,  tetter,  scaldliead,  salt 
rheum,  Immors,  &.c.  &.c.  &lc.  These  must  be  singular  pills  ;  they  blow  hot 
or  cold,  skipping  about  from  one  organ  to  another  with  a  sagacity  that  ap- 
pertains to  no  ordinary  preparation. 

How  strange  it  is  that  intelligent  people  can  be  persuaded  to  take  down 
the  doses  of  such  men  !  Yet  they  do  it;  and  men  of  profound  skill  may 
perhaps  starve  for  want  of  patronage  in  this  good  city  of  Boston,  while 
the  manufacturer  of  percuro  pills  can  ride  triumphantly  in  his  own  coach. 


Medical  Examiner. — Dr.  Huston,  the  editor  of  the  Philadelphia  Medi- 
cal Examiner,  evinces  good  taste  and  ability  in  its  management.  It  now 
makes  its  appearance  monthly,  and  is  every  way  worthy  of  the  confidence 
and  support  of  the  profession.  Since  the  Examiner  was  changed  from  a 
weekly  sheet  to  a  monthly  magazine,  we  have  been  left  entirely  alone,  be- 
ing the  only  hebdomadal  publication  on  medicine  and  surgery  in  the 
United  States.  We  have  a  distinct  recollection  of  waiting  upon  gentle- 
men in  Boston,  personally,  and  asking  them  to  subscribe  for  our  proposed 
medical  paper,  to  be  issued  loeckly.  Some  of  them  ridiculed  us  for  sug- 
gesting the  idea.  Those  who  considered  themselves  prominently  wise  in 
all  worldly  affairs,  attempted  to  discourage  us,  which  they  almost  succeed- 
ed in  doing,  by  withholding  their  patronage  for  years.  But  the  Boston 
Medical  Journal  has  now  entered  upon  its  thirty-second  consecutive  volume, 
May  the  editor  of  the  Examiner,  in  due  time,  be  able  to  look  back  upon 
as  many  completed  volumes,  and  have  occasion,  like  ourselves,  to  remem- 
ber, wiih  gratitude,  the  friends  of  former  years. 


Perpetual  Fast  of  a  Budhist. — Mr.  Abeel,  under  date  of  May  20th, 
last,  then  at  Amoy,  in  China,  says  that  the  hospital  is  unusually  full. 
Among  the  patients  was  a  devotee  of  Budha,  who,  to  his  other  meritorious 
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UhmIs,  li.ul  comnioncod  a  jx'rpctujil  iasfiiirr — wliicli  consists  in  ((itirifr  all 
'{inds  of  vcirctahlrs,  to  the  exclusion  of  meats.  Besides  tlie  reward  that 
vill  accrue  to  liis  spirit  in  tlie  next  world,  for  this  prodigious  self-<lenial, 
le  believed  that  such  a  regimen  had  a  miraculous  influence;  on  the  mind, 
^y  clarifyins^^  its  perceptions  and  endowinir  the  soul  with  supernatural 
cnowlcdjre  ! 

Absurd  as  this  theory  appears  in  a  Pajran,  it  does  not  differ  essentially 
rom  the  doctrine  that  has  been  industriously  promulgated  by  a  modern 
'chool  of  reformers  in  this  country.  It  was  one  of  the  everlasting  j)ropo- 
litions  of  that  masterpiece  of  ])rolixity,  S.  Graham,  the  hero  of  kitchens, 
hat  a  vegetable  diet  exalted  the  intellectual  powers,  and  elevated  man  in 
he  scale  of  nuiral  being — much  higher,  certainly,  in  the  estimation  of  his 
)ran-fed  disciples,  than  ordinary  philosophers  were  willing  to  admit.  Hap- 
)ily  for  journalists  as  well  rs  the  public,  the  question  of  what  is  the  pro- 
)er  food  of  man,  has  long  since  been  settled.  Man  is  an  omnivorous  ani- 
nal.  A  few  obstinate  believers  in  the  refining  value  of  sour  krout,  raw 
urnips,  chestnut  puddings,  and  bean  soups,  still  adhere  to  the  skirts  of 
lieir  Northampton  expounder  of  the  laws  of  life — only  indulging  thern- 
lelves  in  such  unnatural,  death-dealing  horribles  as  roast  beef  and  turkeys, 
wi  particular  occasions,  when  the  usages  of  society  oblige  them. 


Atmospheric  Changes  and  Sickncsi  in  the  Cherokee  Nation. — A  corres- 
londent,  located  among  the  Cherokee  Indians,  in  the  far  West,  under 
late  of  January  20,  writes  as  follows  respecting  the  state  of  health,  &,c., 
n  that  region  during  the  last  year  or  two.  We  hope  he  will  find  time  to 
urnish  the  cases  to  which  he  alludes  in  his  letter  to  the  publisher. 

"  Atmospheric  changes  are  very  great  in  this  country.     A  part  of  1843 

kept  a  journal  of  the  weather.  Not  unfrequently  there  was  from  35  to 
10,  and  even  50  degrees  change  in  the  thermometer  in  the  space  of  a  ^e,\v 
lours.  In  the  course  of  the  summer,  my  thermometer  was  broken,  and 
mother  could  not  be  obtained  in  the  country,  and  I  have,  therefore,  known 
lothing  very  definite  of  the  changes  of  weather  since. 

"  The  summer  of  1843  was  not  considered  sickly  ;  though  fevers  were 
requent,  of  which  I  had  two  attacks  for  '  a  seasoning.'  In  autumn  influ- 
;nza  pretty  generally  prevailed,  with  considerable  fever.  These  cases 
vere  somewhat  protracted.  In  the  winter,  fevers  more  fatal.  In  February 
leavy  rains  commenced,  and,  with  slight  cessations,  continued  till  June; 
luring  which  time,  much  fever  and  ague  was  prevalent;  in  some  cases 
vith  severe  contraction  of  the  limbs  and  eyes.  Such  cases,  as  far  as  I 
u)uld  learn,  generally  proved  fatal.  In  July  a  severer  grade  of  fever 
)roke  out,  and  continued  till  October.  The  oldest  settlers  said  they  had 
lever  known  it  so  sickly.  In  these  fevers  much  gastric  irritation  enhanc- 
ed the  misery  of  the  wretched  sufferers.  A  fact,  in  connection  with  the 
mhealthiness  of  the  past  summer,  which  seems  worthy  of  note,  is  that  on 
he  river  bottoms  and  along  the  large  water  courses,  in  this  part  of  the 
^ount^y,  but  little  dangrrons  sickness  prevailed.  Was  it  owincr  to  the 
borough  washings  which  the  bottom  lands  received  1  In  autumn  some 
ever  and  ague  visited  such  places.  Since  the  abatement  of  the  severer 
evers  in  October,  it  has  been  generally  healthy.  Some  influenza,  with 
)ccasional  pleurisy,  has  occurred." 
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Private,  Medical  School. — It  is  said  tJiere  are  now  thirty-one  pupils  in 
Dr.  VVinslovv  Lewis's  scliool,  in  liDylston  street,  in  tins  city.  Tins  must 
yiekl  a  pleasant  income,  and  we  sincerely  hope  that  the  doctor's  courtesy, 
and  devotion  to  the  advancement  of  youni^  <(entlemen  who  study  medicine 
under  his  vii^ilant  eye,  may  always  meet  with  that  recompense,  which  his 
qualilications  as  an  anatomist  and  surgeon  siiouid  command  m  an  intelli- 
gent community. 

Insanity  complicated  with  Asthma. — A  large  number  of  cases  of  in- 
sanity, complicated  with  asthma,  have  come  under  my  care.  Asthmatics 
are  more  frecpiently  insane  than  their  proportion  in  society  would  admit, 
if  their  disease  had  no  agency,  as  a  cause,  in  producing  insanity.  This 
complication  does  not  necessarily  interfere  to  prevent  the  recovery  of  pa- 
tients affected  with  this  disease  ;  yet  I  apprehend  it  is  an  impediment  in 
the  way  of  a  cure.  There  is  often  a  marked  coincidence  between  the 
paroxysms  of  asthma  and  the  periods  of  excitement  in  periodical  insanity. 
It  is  an  interesting  subject  of  inquiry,  whether  the  circulation  of  black 
blood  to  the  brain,  in  asthma,  predisposes  to  the  excitement  of  mental 
disease.  Facts  connected  with  it  would  be  exceedingly  interesting  and  in- 
structive.— Dr.   Woodtpard's  Annual  Report. 

Weekly  Consumption  of  Food  in  the  Netc  York  State  Lunatic  Asylum. 
— Dr.  Brigham,  in  his  last  highly  interesting  annual  report,  in  order  to 
give  some  idea  of  the  amount  of  food  required  for  all  the  inmates,  pre- 
sents the  following  "table  of  the  weekly  consumption  of  the  various  arti- 
cles. It  is  for  the  week  endincj  October  last,  and  was  not  made  with 
reference  to  publication,  but  for  the  guidance  of  the  steward  in  his  pur- 
chases. Some  weeks  would  probably  present  a  different  result  in  several 
of  the  articles. — 1750  pounds  of  bread;  195  of  crackers;  196  of  flour; 
240  of  corned  beef;  2*30  of  beef  steak  ;  175  of  roast  beef;  171  of  mut- 
ton ;  59  of  salt  pork  ;  50  of  codfish  ;  56  of  mackerel  ;  273  of  sugar  ;  14 
of  tea  ;  35  of  coffee  ;  94  of  cheese  ;  370  of  butter  ;  30  of  rice  ;  4J  galls, 
of  molasses;  6  doz.  of  eggs;  3  bushels  of  apples;  20  of  potatoes;  3  of 
beets;  I  of  onions ;  1  of  carrots;  36  heads  of  cabbage.  The  insane," 
he  adds,  "  require  as  much  food  as  the  sane,  and  we  think  rather  more ; 
many  of  them  have  been  reduced  by  sickness,  or  by  their  real  or  imaginary 
troubles,  before  they  came  under  our  care,  and  when  they  begin  to  recover 
eat  very  heartily.  They  also  increase  in  flesh  most  generally  when  reco- 
verintT.  The  total  increase  in  weiorhtof  the  132  discharged  recovered  the 
last  year  was  15G5  pounds." 


Operation  for  the  Radical  Cure  of  Hernia. — By  Dr.  Jobert  De  Lam- 
belle. — The  following  method  has  been  frequently  employed  by  this 
skilful  operator,  and  with  complete  success.  After  reducing  the  intes- 
tines, one,  two,  or  three  pins,  according  to  the  size  of  the  hernia,  are 
passed  through  the  skin,  hernial  sac,  and  spermatic  cord,  the  spot  at  which 
they  enter  being  at  some  distance  from  that  at  which  they  come  out ;  the 
twisted  suture  is  next  applied,  moderately  tightened,  and  left  in  situ  eight 
or  nine  days,  until  the  cuticle  is  slightly  excoriated.  At  this  period  a 
thick  layer  of  plastic  lymph  has  been  deposited,  and  obliterates  the  hernial 
sac,  by  the  adherence  of  the  opposite   internal  surfaces  with  each  other, 
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and  witli  tlie  sponnntic  cord.  This  is  sufricient  to  prevent  the  ef]rress  of 
tlio  |>ortion  of  the  intestine,  hnt,  iji  order  to  obviate  nil  accidents,  Dr.  .1. 
De  li.  makes  the  patient  wear  a  trnss  lor  some  time  after  tlie  cure. — Lon- 
don Mrdircd  Times. 


Ct/sts  in  the  Virinifif  of  Artieulafinns. — M.  Gherini  liad  a  patient  who 
presented  a  cyst  in  tlie  immediate  neighborhood  of  the  humero-cubital  ar- 
ticulatii^i.  Fle\i(Mi  was  diflicnlt.  Tie  excised  it,  and  extracted  about  fifty 
small  cartilairinous  bodies.  No  bad  symptoms  snpervened,  and  the  motion 
of  the  joint  was  completely  restored.  Takinfr  into  consideration  the 
proximity  of  this  cyst  to  the  articnlation,  M,  Gherini  thinks  it  not  im- 
probable that  some  of  the  bodies  described  as  "  foreign  bodies  of  the 
articnlation,"  are  not  in  the  articulation,  but  only  near  it.  This  would 
explain  the  varial)le  result  of  the  operation,  which  would  be  dangerous  in 
the  one  case,  and  innocuous  in  the  other. — London  Lancet. 


3fedical  Miscellany. — A  splendid  medal,  struck  in  honor  of  Sir  Benja- 
min C.  Drodie,  has  been  presented  to  the  University  of  Pennsylvania. — 
The  London  Medical  Gazette  has  been  informed  "  by  an  intelligent  eye- 
witness, that  the  sittings  of  the  Medical  Society  of  New  York  more  re- 
semble a  bear  garden,  than  a  convention  of  members  of  a  liberal  art  "! — 
Another  volume  has  appeared  from  the  Sydenham  Society,  but  there  seems 
to  be  no  subscribers  in  this  region,  as  not  one  volume  has  ever  been  seen 
here. — A  new  hospital  is  about  being  constructed  in  Paris,  of  immense 
size,  to  be  called  after  Louis  Philippe. — M.  Valenciennes  has  been  elected 
into  the  French  Academy  of  Sciences,  in  the  section  of  Natural  History, 
made  vacant  by  the  death  of  Geoffroy  St.  Hilaire.  Dr.  Faraday  is  a  for- 
eign associate  in  the  place  of  the  late  Dr.  Dalton. — Dr.  T.  H.  Relfe,  a 
representative  in  Congress  from  Missouri,  and  Dr.  J.  M.  Gibson,  of  the 
House,  from  Louisiana,  have  both  given  in  their  adhesion  to  mesmerism, 
having  witnessed  the  occult  manipulations  of  a  French  non-descript  at 
Washington. — A  convict  dropped  down  dead,  from  excess  of  joy,  at  Baton 
Rouge  Prison,  recently,  when  the  governer's  pardon  was  announced  to 
him. — A  new  disease,  of  an  alarming  character,  attended  w'ith  rapid  in- 
riammatory  symptoms,  exists  at  Fort  Wilkins,  and  excruciating  pains  are 
represented  to  mark  its  destructive  progress. 


Married, — At  Townsend,  Vt,  Dr.  D.  P.  H.  Edminster,  of  Fayetteville,to  Miss 
M.  L.  Shatter — Dr.  Albert  J.  Bellows,  of  Charlestown,  Ms.,  to  Miss  Maria  Snow. 

Died,— At  Oxbow,  St.  Lawrence  Co.,  N.  Y.,  on  the  6th  inst.,  Dr.  Abner  Benton, 
aged  58.  Dr.  Benton  graduated  at  Geneva  and  removed  to  Oxbow  in  1818,  where 
he  was  engaged  in  extensive  practice.  He  will  be  long  remembered  for  his  pro- 
fessional skill,  his  many  virtues  and  generous  hospitality.  W. 

In  Southboro',  Dr.  Joel  Burnett,  4G.— In  Boston,  Dr.  Edward  F.  Gove,  late  of 
Maine,  30.— In  New  York,  Samuel  Macauly,  M.D.,  67.— At  Washington,  Dr. 
Phineas  Bradley,  76,  for  many  years  eminently  known  throughout  the  country  as 
Assistant  Postmaster  General — a  native  of  Litchfield,  Conn. 

Number  of  deaths  in  Boston, for  the  weekending  Mnrch  15,  32— Mnlc?,  16  ;  Females,  ]6. 

Of  consumption,  9— old  a;je,  1— teething,  1— lung  fever,  l—nii)! lire  of  blood  vessel,  l—inflnmma- 
tion  of  the  bowels,  1— gcarlei  fever,  4— croup,  2— inllammalion  on  the  lungs,  2— abscess,  1— suicide,  \ 
— fits,  2 — typhus  fever,  1 — infiintlle,  1— erysijtelas,  J. 

Under  5  years,  13— between  5  and  20  years,  6— between  20  and  60  years,  10— over  60  years,  3, 
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Health  of  the  Miners  at  Galena,  III. — Most  of  the  miners  are  addicted 
to  Saturday  afternoon  and  Sunday  drinkinjjr,  but  the  extent  to  vvliicli  they 
carry  it  is  much  less  than  formerly.  Their  diet  is  siniple,  consisting 
chiefly  of  bread  and  meat,  though  they  might  have  milk,  and  potatoes  or 
other  vegetables  in  abundance  ;  but  throughout  the  mining  district  agri- 
culture is  sadly  neglected.  Those  engaged  in  drawing  up  tlie  ore,  and  in 
washing  it,  are  much  exposed  to  the  weather,  but  they  who  excavate  the 
mines,  work  both  in  summer  and  winter  in  a  temperature  of  about  50  deg., 
with  a  humid  atmosphere.  1  had  expected  to  find  them  peculiarly  subject- 
ed to  rheumatism,  but  while  some  of  the  medical  gentlemen  of  the  district 
thought  them  so,  others  thought  not.  They  are  not,  I  believe,  more  sub- 
ject to  pulmonary  affections  than  the  other  inhabitants  of  this  region.  The 
handling  of  the  ore  does  not  seem  to  be  the  source  of  any  malady.  But 
the  smelters  are  more  or  less  affected  with  colic.  Several  years  ago  that 
disease  was  more  prevalent  than  at  present.  The  furnaces  then  were  of 
such  a  rude  construction,  that  the  smoke  and  vapors  were  not  adequately 
carried  off,  and  their  inhalation  by  the  operatives  produced  many  ca.ses  of 
colic,  some  of  which  proved  fatal.  The  improved  construction  of  the 
furnaces  of  the  present  day,  has  greatly  abated  the  frequency  of  that  af- 
fection. The  operatives,  moreover,  practise  greater  ablution  than  for- 
merly, and  many  of  them  rinse  their  mouths  before  eating,  by  which  the 
surfaces  of  the  body  have  the  deposits  of  lead  carried  ofT.  As  a  prevent- 
ive, oils  and  fat  meats  are  said  by  the  medical  gentlemen  here,  not  to  be 
without  efficacy.  The  "  hand  "  who  can  eat  the  greatest  quantity  of  fat 
meat,  is  said  to  be  most  exempt.  Some  of  the  proprietors  furnish  olive 
oil,  of  which  a  tablespoonful  is  taken  every  morning  ;  others  substitute 
castor  oil,  believing  that  all  the  benefit  is  derived  from  an  aperient  effect. 
As  the  symptoms  and  treatment  of  colic,  here,  are  the  same  as  elsewhere, 
I  need  not  narrate  them,  but  may  mention  that  Dr.  Crawford  subjected 
the  alvine  excretions  of  one  patient  to  the  action  of  heat,  and  that  they 
afforded  globules  of  lead.  Dr.  Newhall  informs  me,  that  he  has  observed 
insanity  to  be  more  frequent  in  Galena  and  its  neighborhood,  than  he  has 
ever  known  it  elsewhere.  He  can  recollect  six  cases  within  the  last  year, 
which  is  certainly  a  very  great  number  for  the  amount  of  population. 
This  frequency,  if  its  reality  be  admitted,  is  not  to  be  ascribed  to  lead, 
but  to  the  excitement  connected  with  the  search  after  its  ores ;  which  is, 
indeed,  very  great,  and  extends  to  a  large  proportion  of  the  people.  Now 
and  then,  a  vein  is  hit  upon,  which  proves  almost  a  little  fortune  ;  but  hun- 
dreds of  abortive  examinations  bring  depressing  and  sometimes  ruinous 
disappointment.  The  mines  arc  of  great  value  to  the  people  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  but  as  a  source  of  revenue  to  the  Government  they  are  worth- 
less ;  and  the  aggregate  property  of  all  who  have  engaged  in  working 
them,  is,  I  have  no  doubt,  less  than  it  would  have  been,  if  they  had  ex- 
pended the  same  labor  and  capital  in  cultivating  the  fertile  soil  which 
overspreads  the  veins  of  metal. — Dr.  Drake's  Travelling  Letters. 


Prize  Essays. — The  committee  appointed  to  award  the  premium  for  the 
best  essay  on  the  Health  of  the  Clergy  not  being  able  to  agree  as  to  which 
was  the  best,  decided  to  divide  the  prize  between  the  authors  of  the  two 
having  the  highest  claims.  It  was  accordingly  awarded  to  Dr.  Sutton,  of 
Kentucky,  and  Dr.  Cogley,  of  Indiana,  in  equal  suras. — West.  Med.  Jour. 
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AlFKCTIONS   OF   THE   LIVER— UEPATrriS. 

From  Dr.  C.  J.  B.  Williams's  Lectures  on  the  Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine. 

We  now  come  to  affections  of  the  liver.  We  might  have  been  led  to 
imagine  that  the  Hver  is  not  so  obviously  exposed  to  disease  as  the  ah- 
mentary  canal.  The  alimentary  canal  is  at  any  rate  especially  exposed 
to  the  various  crudities  of  food,  and  so  forth,  passing  dirough  it  ;  and, 
likewise,  die  character  of  its  secretions  is  sometimes  found  acrid  and  irri- 
tating, and  diis  leads  to  mischief.  However,  the  liver  is  found  to  be  af- 
fected, not  only  by  modifications  of  its  secretions,  but  likewise  by  exter- 
nal causes,  and  through  the  medium  of  the  circulation.  The  liver  is  one 
of  the  great  secretory  glands  of  the  system.  All  kinds  of  matter,  how- 
ever introduced  into  the  circulatory  current,  have  to  pass  through  the  vena 
portae,  and  through  the  liver,  and  thus  exercise  a  direct  effect  upon  this 
viscus.  In  this  way,  alcoholic  liquors  are  liable  to  disorder  the  functions 
of  the  liver,  and  also  every  other  class  of  irritating  and  poisonous  sub' 
stances.  The  liver  is  also  subject  to  derangement,  not  only  of  a  direct, 
but  likewise  of  a  sympathetic  character,  in  consequence  of  any  disorder 
affecting  the  duodenum  or  the  stomach.  1  have  mentioned  already,  that, 
both  in  gastrins  and  in  duodenitis,  the  functions  of  the  liver  are  very  apt 
to  be  disordered,  and  it  would  appear  that  there  is  a  sort  of  natural  relation 
subsisting  between  the  duodenum  and  the  liver,  inasmuch  as  the  process 
of  chylification  can  only  be  carried  on,  by  a  due  balance  being  main- 
tained between  these  two  organs.  So,  likewise,  various  indigestible  foods, 
passing  through  the  duodenum,  will  cause  either  an  excessive  flow  of  bile, 
or  else  disorder  and  interruption  of  the  secretion.  The  chief  external 
influences  which  affect  the  liver,  are  heat  and  cold.  It  is  well  known 
that,  in  warm  climates  and  seasons,  the  liver  is  peculiarly  apt  to  suffer, 
and  its  function  to  be  disordered.  Such  a  state  is  exhibited  in  cholera  ; 
while,  at  other  times,  its  function  is  apt  to  be  arrested  by  inflammation, 
especially  when  induced  by  extreme  heat,  whether  artificial  or  natural. 
That  the  temperature  is  the  direct  or  exciting  cause  of  the  disease,  is  not 
clear.  This  may  possibly  be  due  to  die  change  that  takes  place  in  the 
blood,  whether  arterial  or  venous,  not  being  complete,  the  blood,  in  a 
warm  temperature,  being  more  stimulated  than  usual,  ^^'hile,  in  a  cold 
temperature,  it  becomes  more  venous.  Now,  as  tlie  liver  is  chiefly  sup- 
plied from  the  venous  blood,  it  is  highly  probable  diat  the  difTerence  in 
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this  respect  will  atiect  its  function,  antl,\vlien  the  blood  bfxroines  more  ar- 
tt'riul  than  usual,  the  llmction  may  be  deranged  ;  or  this  may  be  from  the 
etfect  of  the  heat  itself.  And,  again,  extreme  cold  is  known  to  pro- 
duce disorders  of  the  liver,  likewise.  I  need  only  refer  to  the  late  very 
cold  weather,  which,  in  my  own  experience,  produced  many  cases  of 
disorder  of  the  constitution,  generally  connected  with  an  enlarged,  con- 
gested, and  inactive  state  of  the  liver.  This  is  the  very  common  etiect 
of  a  sudden  transition  from  heat  to  cold. 

Now,  tlie  first  disease  which  we  shall  consider,  under  the  head  of  in- 
flammatory affections  of  the  liver,  will  be  hejpatitis,  of  the  acute  form. 
We  find,  in  books,  hepatitis  described  as  a  very  distinct  disease,  attended 
w  ith  symptoms  of  inflammation,  and  disorder  of  the  function  of  the 
liver;  but  we  have  found,  at  least  hi  this  country,  that  this  affection  is 
more  obscure  than  it  is  commonly  supposed  to  be,  and  far  less  distinct  in 
its  character.  It  is  often  not  easy  of  recognition,  on  account  of  the  ab- 
sence or  obscurity  of  the  inflammatoiy  symptoms.  The  symptoms  are 
commonly  those  of  fever,  with  more  or  less  gastric  disorder,  sickness  and 
vomiting,  and  various  other  symptoms,  either  of  duodenal  or  gastric  de- 
rangement ;  and,  with  this,  there  is  commonly  pain,  tenderness,  and  ful- 
ness in  the  right  hypochondriac  and  e])igastric  regions,  and  an  increased 
dulness,  on  percussion,  over  these  regions.  The  pain  is  frequently  felt 
low  down  on  the  right  side,  along  the  margin  of  the  right  loin,  and  ex- 
tending sometimes  to  the  back,  being  increased  on  the  movement  of 
full  inspiration,  or  on  pressure  under  the  ribs  ;  there  is  also,  Irecjuently,  a 
sensation  of  dragging,  caused  by  the  patient  lying  on  the  left  side.  The 
right  side  is  generally  too  tender  to  lie  upon,  but  the  uneasiness  is  still 
greater  if  he  be  on  the  left  side,  and  commonly,  therefore,  the  patient  lies 
on  the  back.  The  pain  is  very  various  in  degree.  Sometimes  it  is  felt 
in  the  right  shoulder  ;  this  is  commonly  described  as  being  characteristic 
of  hepatic  afl(:'ction.  In  many  cases  such  a  pain  is  present  in  connection 
witli  affection  of  the  colon.  The  enlargement  in  the  right  hypochondriac 
region  is  one  of  the  most  important  symptoms  ;  it  is  perceptible  by  ad- 
measurement, and  occupies  the  entire  anterior  part  of  that  region  ;  it  ex- 
tends into  the  abdomen,  and  the  liver  may  be  felt  there  on  pressure  ; 
but.  to  be  quite  sure  of  the  character  of  this  ililness,  it  is  necessary  to 
apply  percussion.  Now,  the  hepatic  dulness,  in  the  natural  state,  varies 
considerably.  It  varies,  as  we  have  found,  in  certain  diseases  of  the 
chest.  In  emphysema,  the  lungs  press  downwards,  and  almost  cover 
over  the  liver,  and  scarcely  any  dulness  at  all  is  observed  ;  and  some- 
times, in  healthy  persons,  with  broad  and  expanded  chests,  the  lungs 
overlap  the  liver  to  a  great  extent,  so  that  the  natural  dulness,  other- 
wise perceptible  in  the  region  of  the  liver,  often  varies  from  a  line  of,  per- 
haps, two  to  three  and  a  half  inches,  or  more,  In  breadth,  extending  from 
the  epigastrium  to  the  margin  of  the  false  ribs.  The  breadth  of  this 
band  may,  sometimes,  be  ])retty  fairly  covered  by  the  hand  ;  lower  down, 
the  liver  is  altogether  overlapped  by  the  intestines,  and  the  sound  will 
there  be  more  of  a  tympanitic  character.  Now,  with  regard  to  the 
height  to  which  the  dulness  reaches — this  varies  considerably  in  different 
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stihjtN'ts.  It  in;iy  he  ))i'iT:(^iv(ul  on  slroug  |)ciy  ii^-ion,  rcacliinii;  up  to  iIk; 
foiirlh  lil)  on  tlic  rlu;!)!  .side — sometimes  even  lii^^lier.  Oecai-ioiially,  iIhj 
enlargement  is  (low  nw  aids,  and  extends  across  iIk;  (•))iL^a^iriuin,  as  low 
down  as  ilu^  unilnlieus.  It  may  reaeii  from  the  li\|»ocliotulriac  icLiion  al- 
most down  to  the  iliae  rei^ion.  At  any  rate,  it  is  (re(|ii''ntly  found  from 
two  to  four  inches  helow  the  mart^in  of  iIhj  nhs.  If  then;  he  a  dis- 
placement or  cnlariifement  of  the  liv(>r  U])wards,  it  pushes  tii(;  diaphragm 
alon<'-  with  it,  causing:  a  considerahle  amount  of  dulness  in  th(;  riirht  side 
of  the  chest,  and  the  necessary  (jffect  of  this  is  to  product.'  a  [)ressure  on 
the  luni!;s,  and  not  only  didness  on  percussion,  but  other  signs  of  disorder 
in  the  respiratory  function.  The  didness  will  be  perfect  as  high  as  tluj 
fourth  rib.  In  the  back,  though  less  in  degree,  the  sound  reaches  to  the 
angle  of  the  scapula,  and  even  passes  into  the  axilla.  There  is  a  sound 
of  dulness,  here,  on  the  presence  of  which  the  diagnosis  of  enlarged  liver 
depends.  You  have  to  diagnosticate  this  from  effusion  into  d)(3  ])leura, 
and  pulmonary  consolidation  ;  either  of  w  hlch  may  greatly  simulate  it. 
J\ow,  effusion  into  the  pleura  may  be  distinguished  in  the  following  man- 
ner : — effusion  into  the  pleura  congregates  chiefly  at  the  lower  part  of 
the  chest,  the  lung  not  being  so  much  compressed  in  the  centre  as  around 
its  margins.  On  the  other  hand,  the  liver,  by  its  enlargement,  compresses 
more  the  central  portions  of  the  lung,  but  leaves  the  outer  margin  uncom- 
pressed and  lapping  over  against  the  walls  of  the  chest.  Now  the  efiect 
of  this  is  to  modify  greatly  the  sound  on  percussion.  There  is  a  perfect 
dulness  over  the  enlarged  liver,  where  it  comes  in  immediate  contact  with 
the  surface,  but,  as  you  get  a  little  higher,  the  dulness  is  not  so  perfect ; 
and,  if  the  percussion  is  w^ell  appfied,  a  degree  of  resonance  will  be  per- 
cepdble  in  the  more  superficial  parts.  You  perceive,  that  there  is  a  layer 
of  the  lungs  overlapping  the  liver,  and  this  is  still  more  perceptible  as 
the  layer  is  thicker,  and  higher  up.  Now  the  opposite  thing  takes  place 
in  the  case  of  liquid  effusion  in  the  pleura.  The  lungs  are  pushed  away, 
and  percussion  produces  a  purely  dull  sound.  The  sound  is  very  differ- 
ent in  character.  The  respiratory  murmur  is  also  attended  by  a  whiff- 
ing noise,  owing  to  the  compression  causing  a  great  resistance  to  the  air 
on  entering.  Compare  that  with  the  opposite  side,  and  you  will  find  a 
remarkable  difference.  What  effect  W'ould  you  expect  from  a  large  tu- 
mor, pushing  up,  not  only  the  diaphragm,  but  compressing  the  central 
portions  of  the  lung?  Why,  it  w^ould  produce  tubular  respiration,  by 
the  condensation  of  the  texture  caused  by  this  body  rising  up;  and  the 
same  effect  takes  place  by  compression  of  the  centre  of  the  lung  by  the 
liver.  The  superficial  character  of  the  pulmonary  stroke-sound,  likewise, 
and  the  absence  of  crepitation  and  of  oegophony,  which  are  present  in 
the  case  of  liquid  eflusion  into  the  pleura,  will  also  tend  to  dlstlngulsb  it. 
These  signs  are,  then,  of  much  Importance  in  the  diagnosis  between  hepa- 
titis and  other  affections  of  the  chest,  attended  w  Ith  hepatic  derangement. 
The  enlargement,  then,  takes  place  downwards  or  upwards.  It  also 
takes  place  outwards.  This  assists  materially  in  the  diagnosis.  It  is  a 
•very  marked  sign,  when  there  is  fulness  in  one  portion  of  the  chest  that 
(loes  not  correspond  with  the  other  or  opposite  side ;  especially  when  such 
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fulness  is  attended  by  dulness  in  the  ret^ion  of  the  Uver,  and  also  a  bul(/- 
\\\i'  out  of  the  rihs.  Tliere  is  another  circumstance,  too,  that  often  iinidtis 
us,  but  which,  at  the  same  time,  may  mislead  us  ;  and  that  is,  the  presence 
of  intlammatory  symptoms.  There  may  be  enlarged  liver  without  inHam- 
mation ;  but  where  inflammation  does  exist,  it  very  commonly  extends 
from  the  liver,  or  from  its  peritone'al  covering,  to  the  diaphragm  and  its 
pleural  lining,  and  thence  to  the  concave  surface  of  the  lungs.  Enlarge- 
ment alone  does  not  constitute  a  criterion  of  hepatitis.  Enlargement 
with  dulness  may  exist  in  congestion,  and  in  various  structural  diseases, 
and  we  must  look,  therefore,  to  tiie  presence  of  fever  and  heat  of  the 
skin,  more  particularly  in  the  region  of  the  liver  and  the  abdomen,  and 
to  the  state  of  the  pulse.  A  friction  sound  may,  in  some  instances,  be 
met  with  in  the  region  of  the  liver  itself — a  slight  rubbing,  produced  by 
the  action  of  the  diaphragm  on  the  upper  surface  of  the  liver  ;  but  more 
commonly  it  arises  from  a  degree  of  pleurisy  affecting  the  lower  margin 
of  the  lungs.  Often,  there  is,  with  hepatitis,  nausea  and  vomiting,  and, 
in  some  cases,  there  is  jaundice,  but  dicse  are  somewhat  uncertain  symp- 
toms. Sometimes,  there  is  some  diarrhoea  present,  and,  occasionally,  a 
dry  cough,  from  the  extension  of  the  initation  or  inflammation  to  the  pleu- 
ral suriiice  of  the  diaphragm. 

Terminations  of  the  Disease. — The  tendency  of  the  disease,  in  the 
acute  form,  is  either  to  terminate  by  resolution,  by  suppuration,  or  to  pass 
into  the  chronic  state.  The  symptoms  of  resolution  are  :  subsidence  of 
the  pain,  the  heat,  and  the  fever,  and  disappearance  of  the  swelling. 
The  symptoms  of  suppuration  occurring,  are  :  chiefly,  subsidence  of  the 
heat,  and  the  fever,  but  no  subsidence  of  the  swelling,  and  only  a  partial 
subsidence  of  the  pain.  At  least,  the  pain  may  subside,  but  not  the 
tenderness  in  the  region  of  the  liver.  The  pidse,  too,  remains  very  quick. 
There  are  frequent  rigors,  as  in  other  cases  of  suppuration.  The  skin  of  the 
countenance,  and  of  the  body  generally,  exhibits  a  pallidity,  sometimes 
accompanied  with  a  hectic  flush  on  the  former.  Where  abscesses  are 
fonned,  there  is  a  remarkable  disposition  to  oppose  the  action  of  mercury. 
This  is  not  so  commonly  observed  in  this  country,  as  in  hotter  climates. 
The  suppuration  may  be  in  the  form  of  circumscribed  abscesses,  or  else 
forming  one  large  abscess,  and  becoming  encysted  by  the  formation  of  a 
strong  coat  of  Ivmph.  The  formation  of  simple  abscesses  is,  perhaps, 
more  common.  The  abscesses  may  open  in  various  directions  ;  either 
into  the  intestinal  tube,  causing  vomiting  or  purging,  with  the  discharge 
of  a  quantity  of  purulent  matter,  a  case  of  which  kind  came  under  my 
care  in  this  hospital,  where  the  abscesses  opened  into  the  colon  ;  or  they 
may,  sometimes,  open  into  the  duodenum,  and,  sometimes,  into  the  gall- 
bladder, or  even  pass  through  the  diaphragm  into  the  pleura.  Some- 
times, the  lung  and  the  pleura  form  adhesions  to  the  diaphragm,  and  ab- 
scesses have  thus  discharged  themselves,  into  the  substance  of  the  lung. 
An  abscess  may  pass  through  the  substance  of  the  lung,  causing  pleuritic 
perforation,  and,  in  diis  case,  you  find  it  will  communicate  with  the  large 
bronchia,  and  there  is,  then,  a  large  quantity  of  purulent  matter  coughed 
up.     Sometimes,  it  communicates  with  the  sac  of  the  peritoneum,  and, 
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in  ono  rast%  It  was  kno\\n  to  open  into  tlic-  jx'ricardium.  It  Is  more 
nirely  that  it  oj)(!ns  outwardly,  and  dischar^^is  lliroiii:;!!  l\\v.  int'-'^uiTKuits. 
A  case,  occurred  last  yt^ar,  which  was  presumed  to  h(;  ahscess  of  th(!  Hver. 
ThiM-e  was  considi'rahK^  enlari^ement  of  this  ()r<raii,  and,  nllitiiftt(.'ly,  tlie 
ahs(M«ss  pointed  in  the  loins,  helow  the  niar<i;in  oj  the  rihs,  on  the  rij^lit 
side.  An  enormous  (juantity  of  very  fielid  pus  was  disciiar^ed,  from  two 
(lifienMit  plac(»s,  and  the  patient  ev(;ntually  recovered,  and  is  now  living 
apparently  well.  There  were  strong  attempts  to  commence  a  discharge 
from  the  lun<j;s  hy  eoii^di.  The  best  mode  of  discharge;  must  be  consi- 
dered as  that  hy  stool.  Several  cases  have  recovered  in  India,  where  this 
has  been  the  case.  In  spite  of  the  abscess  opening  outwardly,  the  pa- 
tient may  sink  ;  in  fact,  he  may  sink  in  consequence  of  the  drain  thus  es- 
tablished ;  again,  if  it  opens  into  the  peritoneum,  it  will  produce  y)eritoni- 
tis  ;  if  in  the  pleura,  pleuritis  ;  if  in  the  substance  of  the  lung,  it  may 
produce  suffocation  ;  even  opening  into  the  intestines,  it  may  cause  en- 
teritis, or  death  by  exhaustion.  A  few  cases  are  recorded  of  recovery 
from  abscess  of  the  liver.  Annesley,in  his  work  on  the  diseases  of  India, 
records  several  cases  of  recovery  from  hepatic  abscess,  in  one  of  which, 
after  death,  cicatrices  were  found  to  exist  in  the  liver,  accompanied  by 
false  membranes  around  it,  &;c.  There  was  one  case  happened  last  ses- 
sion in  this  hospital,  in  which  there  were  abscesses  of  the  liver,  attended 
by  disease  of  the  lung.  The  surface  of  the  liver  appeared  to  be  com- 
pletely covered  with  cicatrices.  The  chief  appearances,  in  recent  cases 
of  abscess  of  the  liver,  are  a  softer  and  redder  state  of  this  organ  than 
usual ;  it  is,  also,  very  much  enlarged.  The  presence  of  abscess,  in  a 
few  cases,  may  be  diagnosticated  by  fluctuation,  perceptible  in  the  region 
of  the  liver,  or  below  the  ribs,  and  this  is  accompanied  by  extensive  dul- 
ness.  In  the  cases  I  have  seen,  however,  this  could  not  be  recognized,  for 
abscesses  mostly  take  place  in  the  convex  portion  of  the  liver,  in  the  hoi- 
low  of  the  diaphragm,  and,  therefore,  we  are  unable  to  detect  it  by  the  test 
of  fluctuation.  I  do  not  know  of  any  certain  physical  signs  for  determin- 
ing the  existence  of  abscess.  However,  the  various  signs  of  inflam- 
mation and  perforation  of  the  different  viscera,  might  lead  to  the  suspi- 
cion of  the  presence  of  an  abscess  ;  for  instance,  the  increasing  pain  in 
the  direction  of  the  pleura,  accompanied  by  a  troublesome  cough  and  diffi- 
culty of  breathing,  with  increased  dulness  on  percussion,  over  the  region 
of  the  pleura,  and  the  friction-sound,  also,  probably  being  present.  Should 
the  abscess  communicate  with  the  lung,  we  shall  likewise  have  consolida- 
tion of  this  latter  organ,  and  large  quantities  of  purulent  matter  expecto- 
rated. Taking  into  account  the  history  of  the  case,  the  previous  exis- 
tence and  long  continuance  of  pain  and  swelling  in  the  right  side,  together 
with  the  subsequent  occurrence  of  cough  and  purulent  expectoration,  the 
diagnosis  may  often  be  made  out  with  tolerable  fiicility. 

The  exciting  causes  of  hepatic  disease,  besides  hot  climates  and  sea- 
sons, and  stimulating  liquors,  are  :  blows  on  the  side,  sudden  suppression 
of  diarrhoea,  and  obstruction  of  the  gall  ducts  by  calculous  concretions. 
Mercury,  also,  has  been  known  to  produce  it. 

The  treatment  must  be  antiphlogistic  :   venesection,  in  the  early  stage 
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of  llie  disease,  or  cuppino;  at  tbe  sido  to  a  larj^e  amount,  wliich,  in  some 
ciSL'S,  answers  better  tlian  venesection,  by  drawini^  away  tbe  lilood  lioin 
die  itnmediale  noi«;hborbood  of  the  parts,  which  must  be  done  till  the 
fever  decreases,  as  well  as  the  pain  in  the  region  of  the  Hver,  die  tender- 
ness, and  the  swelling.  Puri^inii;  is  a  j^ood  remedy.  Calomel  purj^atives, 
followed  by  salines,  answer  very  well.  Bloodletting,  if  repeated,  should 
be  local ;  cupping  may  be  several  times  repeated,  and,  for  some  time  af- 
terwards, purgatives  should  be  administered.  Mercury  is  a  remedy  of 
^a-eat  value  ;  but  it  is  qiKstionablc  wheilier  it  is  so  useful  in  the  acute  as 
in  the  more  chronic  form  of  hepatitis.  It  is  considc^red  as  a  stimulant 
to  the  liver,  and  some  practitioners,  in  India,  have  raised  a  question 
Avhether  it  is  not  injurious,  and  whether  it  does  not  do  more  mischief 
by  its  stimulating  property,  in  such  cases,  than  it  does  good.  It  is  oidy, 
however,  in  India,  that  its  eificacy  seems  to  be  questioned.  It  is  useful 
to  combine  it  with  tartarized  antimony  and  James's  powder,  and  also  to 
administer  saline  aperients.  VVtien  the  symptoms  of  enlargement  con- 
tinue, it  will  be  useless  to  persist  in  this  treatment.  Under  these  circum- 
stances, the  diet  should  be  much  more  generous.  It  is  necessary  to  main- 
tain the  liee  action  of  the  bowels,  and  to  give  occasional  doses  of  mer- 
cury, after  attacks  of  acute  hepatitis,  because  the  inflammation  is  apt  to 
Temain  in  a  lower  degree,  artd  to  go  on  to  the  chronic  form,  or  to  pass  into 
structural  disease.  Therefore,  mild  mercurial  doses  should  be  continued. 
Chronic  hepatitis,  or  hepatic  congestion,  are  common  effects  of  the  acute 
•disease. 

Hepatic  Congestion — presents  but  few  symptoms,  they  being  mostly 
signs  of  disturbed  circulation  ;  very  few  symptoms  are   referable  to  the 
liver.     Besides  the  signs  of  weak  circulation,  there   is  chilliness  of  the 
siu-face,  cold   extremities,  &ic.,  which  are  very  common  signs  in  connec- 
tion   with  congested  liver.     The  other  symptoms  which  occur,  are  usu- 
ally those  of  duodenal  dyspepsia,  aiising  from  imperfect  digestion  of  the 
food,  the  appetite  being,  perhaps,  considerable,  with   disturbance  merely 
in  the  ])rocess  of  digestion,  scanty  and  high-colored   urine,  and  the  stools 
exhibiting  more  or  less  disorder,  being  sometimes   paler  than  usual,  and 
sometimes  of  a  darker  color,  with   a  want  of  the  natural   bilious,  yellow 
tinge,  which  is   characteristic  of  the  healthy  evacuations.     These  symp- 
toms often  occur  in  connection  with  congested  liver,  without  any  pain  in 
the  side.     In  many  cases,  however,  there  will  be   found  a  constant  pain 
in  the  side.     There  is,  likewise,  a  feeling  of  dragging  at   the  right  side, 
and,   as  the   disease  goes  on,  there  is   a  sallowness  of  the  skin,  almost 
amounting  to  jaundice,  which  is  also  manifested  in  the  w  hite  of  the  eye. 
The  skin  is  generally  dry,  but,  at   times,  bathed  with   cold  perspirations  : 
the  tongue  is  loaded  with  a  white  or  yellowish   fur,  and  there  is  a  bitter 
taste  in  the  mouth  ;  the  evacuations  are  disordered  in  the  manner  I  have 
mentioned,  and  the  heat  and  pain  extend  from  the  right  side  towards  the 
epigastrium,  and  the  right  shoulder  blade.     The  liver  is  generally  of  a 
verv  enlarged  size,  as  may  be  tested  by  percussion,  accompanied  by  great 
tenderness  of  this  organ.     If  the  disease  goes  on,  generally  speaking,  there 
are  more  or  less  febrile  symptoms  developed  ;  and  bilious  or  gastric  fevec 
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declares  itself,  acconipaii'KMl  witli  attacks  of  sliiverini^s  voiuitlnL,^  and  gid- 
diness. 'J'he  nrine  apix'ars  hi^li-colorcd  and  scanty,  Ix'ini:;  largely  tinned 
witli  l)llc. —  London  Med.  Tiincs. 


IiNTEIlESTIN(i   CASK    OF   CONGCNITAI,    IDIOCV. 

[Dk.  Conolly,  in  die  last  J\o.  of  the  Hrltisli  and  Foreij^n  Medical  Re- 
view, i^ives  an  int(M*esting  account  of  the  hniatic  asyhuns  of  Paris.  P<>r- 
liaps  no  part  of  it  is  more  valuable  than  that  whicli  relates  to  the  dc.'part- 
ment  of  the  Bicetrc  Hospital  appropriated  to  epileptic  and  idiotic  patients, 
and  to  the  wonderful  improvement  in  one  of  these  patients.  This  por- 
tion of  his  account  is  gwv.w  below.] 

I  was  accompanied  round  this  asylum  by  M.  Battelle,  and  by  iM.  Mal- 
lon,  the  director,  and  had  afterwards  an  opportunity  of  hearing  from  him- 
self the  ex])Osition  of  the  views  of  one  of  its  able  physicians,  M.  Voisin, 
whose  singular  zeal  in  the  cause  of  the  idiotic  class  of  })atients  has  caused 
difiiculties  to  be  overcome,  which  appeared  at  first  to  be  insurmountable. 
The  first  part  of  the  Bicttre  to  which  I  was  conducted,  was  a  school  ex- 
clusively established  for  the  improvement  of  these  cases  and  of  the  epileptic, 
and  nothing  more  extraordinary  can  well   be  imagined.     No   f(iW(T  than 
forty  of  these  patients  were  assembled  in   a  moderate-sized  school  room, 
receiving  various  lessons   and  perforaiing  various  evolutions  under  the  di- 
rection of  a  very  able  school-master,  M.  Seguin,  himself  a  pupil  of  the 
celebrated  Itard,  and  endowed  with  that  enthusiasm  respecting   his  oc- 
cupation   before   which    difficulties    vanish.      His    pupils    had    been    all 
tauo;ht  to  slno-  to  music  ;  and   the  little  band  of  violins  and   odier  instru- 
ments,  by  which  they  were  accompanied,  was   formed  of  the  old  alms- 
men of  the  hospital.     But  all   the   idiotic  part  of  this  remarkable  class 
also  sung  without  any  musical   accompaniment,  and  kept  excellent  time 
and  tune.     They  sung  several  compositions,  and  among  others  a  very 
pretty  song,  written  for  them  by  M.  Battelle,  and  sung  by  them  on  enter- 
ing the  class-room.     Both   the  epileptic  and  idiotic  were  taught  to  write, 
and  their  copy-books  would  have  done  credit  to  any   \\'riting  school  for 
young  persons.     Numerous  exercises  were   gone   through,  of  a  kind  of 
military  character,  with  perfect  con-ectness  and   precision.     The  youn*;- 
est  of  the  class  was  a   little  idiot  boy  of  five  years  old,  and  it  was  inter- 
esting to  see  him  following  the  rest,  and   imitating  their  actions,  holding 
out  his  right  arm,  left  arm,  both  arms,  marching  to   the  right  and  left,  at 
the  word  of  command,  and  to   the  sound   of  a   dmm  beaten  with  all  the 
lively  skill  of  a  French   drummer  by   another  idiot,  who  was  gratified  by 
wearing  a  demi-military  uniform.     All  these   exercises  were  gone  dirough 
by  a  collection  of  beings  offering  the  smallest  degree  of  intellectual  pro- 
mise, and    usually   left,   in    all   asylums,  in  total   indolence   and    apathy. 
Among  them  was  one  youth   whose  intellectual  deficiency  was  marked  in 
every  look,  gesture,  and  feature. 

I  think  a  more  particular  account  of  this  poor  bov's  progn^ss  deserving 
of  record,  as  an  inducement  to  the  philanthropist  to  enter  on  a  new  field 
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ot  iiisiniclion  presenting  many  dilHculties,  but  yet  not   iinpiocluclive    of 
results. 

In  ifit^  school  Tor  idiots  and  epileptics,  at  the  liicetre,  a  careful  register 
is  kept  of  the  psychological  condition  of  each  pupil,  according  to  a  print- 
ed form,  for  the  examination  of  their  instinctive,  moral,  intellectual  and 
perceptive  state.  1  was  obligingly  furnished  with  a  copy  of  the  n*gister 
relative  to  the  subject  of  my  innnediate  observations,  Charles  Eniilc,  and 
also  with  a  copy  of  the  resume  or  summary  of  his  case,  made  by  M. 
Voisin  himself. 

The  age  of  Charles  Emile  is  15;  he  was  admitted  to  the  school  in 
June,  184.3.  Ht;  is  described  as  being  of  a  nervous  and  sanguine  tem- 
perament, and  in  an  almost  complete  state  of  idiocy  ;  the  faculties  which 
remain  being  in  a  state  of  extraordinary  activity,  and  rendering  him  dan- 
gerous to  himself  and  to  oth(M-s ;  but  still  idiotic  in  his  inclinations,  senti- 
ments, perceptions,  faculties  of  perception  and  understanding,  and  also  of 
his  senses,  of  which  some  were  obtuse,  and  others  too  excitable.  He 
was  consequently  unfit,  to  use  the  words  of  M.  Voisin,  "  to  harmonize 
with  the  world  without."  As  regards  his  inclinations,  he  was  signalized 
by  a  voracious,  indiscriminate,  gluttonous  appetite,  iin  erotisme  hidcux, 
and  a  blind  and  terrible  instinct  of  destruction.  He  was  wholly  an  ani- 
mal. He  was  without  attachment  ;  overturned  everydiing  in  his  way, 
but  without  courage  or  intent ;  possessed  no  tact,  intelligence,  power  of 
dissimulation,  or  sense  of  property  ;  and  was  awkward  to  excess.  His 
moral  sentiments  are  described  as  7mll,  except  the  love  of  a])probation, 
and  a  noisy,  instinctive  gaiety,  independent  of  the  external  world.  As  to 
his  senses,  his  eyes  were  ntner  fixed,  and  seemed  to  act  without  his  will  ; 
his  taste  was  depraved  ;  his  touch  obtuse ;  his  ear  recognized  sounds, 
but  was  not  attracted  by  any  sound  in  particular ;  and  he  scarcely 
seemed  to  be  possessed  of  the  sense  of  smell.  Devouring  everything,  how- 
ever disgusting  ;  brutally  sensual  ;  passionate — breaking,  tearing,  and 
burning  whatever  he  could  lay  his  hands  upon,  and  if  prevented  from 
doing  so,  pinching,  biting,  scratching  and  tearing  himself,  until  lu?  was 
covered  with  blood.  He  had  the  particularity  of  being  so  attracted  by 
the  eyes  of  his  brothers,  sisters  and  playfellows,  as  to  make  the  most  per- 
severing efforts  to  push  them  out  with  his  fingers.  He  walked  very  im- 
perfectly, and  could  neither  run,  leap,  nor  exert  the  act  of  throwing  ; 
sometimes  he  sprang  like  a  leopard  ;  and  his  delight  was  to  strike  one 
sonorous  body  against  anodier.  When  any  attempt  was  made  to  asso- 
ciate him  with  the  other  patients,  he  would  start  away  with  a  sharp  cry, 
and  then  come  back  to  them  hastily.  M.  Voisin's  description  concludes 
with  these  expressions: — "  All  the  faculties  of  perception  in  this  youth 
are  in  a  rudimentary  state ;  and  if  I  may  venture  so  to  express  myself, 
it  is  incredibly  difficult  to  draw  him  out  of. his  individuality,  to  place 
him  before  exterior  objects,  and  to  make  him  take  any  notice  of  them. 
It  would  not  be  far  from  the  truth  to  say,  that  for  him  all  nature  is  almost 
completely  veiled." 

This  description  not  only  exemplifies  M.  Voisin's  careful  mode  of  ob- 
servation, but  shows  that  an  example  of  idiocy  less  favorable  to  culture 
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coulcl  stMiri'ly  have   bt'cii   j)r(!St;iil(ul   to  tlic   iiislrucUM-.     Tiiis  same  j)Oor 
idiot  hoy  is  now  docile  in  liis  numners,  decent  in  iiis  liabits,  and  capable, 
thouii;li  not  without  some    visible  elFort,  of  directing  liis  vaj^ue  senses  and 
wandciiiiii  attention,  so  as  to  have  developcul  his  memory,  to  have  accjnir- 
ed  a    limited   instruction   concerning    various  objects,  and  lo  ha\e  b(.'come 
affectionately   conscious  of  the   presence  of  his  instriicters  and   friends. 
His  general   api)earance  is    still   that  of  an  idiot.      His  countenance;,  his 
mode   of  walking,  all   that  he  does,   declare  his    very  limited    faculties. 
Nature  has  i)laced  limits  to  the  exercise  of  his  powers  w  hich   no  art  can 
rennove.     Hut  he  is  redeemed   from   the  constant  dominion  of  the  lowest 
animal    pwpensities  ;  s(H'eral   of  his  intelUictual   faculties   are  cultivat(3d, 
some  have  even  been  called  into  life,  and   his  better  feelings  have  acquir- 
ed some  objects  and  some  exercise.     In  such  a  case  as  this  we  are  not  so 
much  to  regard  what  is  merely  accomplished  for  the  individual.     A  great 
principle  is  established  by  it   in  favor  of  thousands  of  defective  organiza- 
tions.    After  witnessing  the  general  efforts  of  this  school  of  the  most  im- 
becile human  beings,  and  hearing   the  particulars  of  Charles  Emile's  his- 
tory, it  was  really   affecting   to  see  him   come  forward  when  called,  and 
essay  to  sing  a  little  solo   when   requested  ;  his  attempt  at  first  not  being 
quite  successful,  but  amended  by  his  attention   being   more  roused  to  it. 
His  copy-book  was  then  shown  to  me,  and  his  writing  was  steady,  and  as 
good  as   that  of  most  youths  of  his  station   in  life.     The  schoolmaster, 
who  seemed  to  take  great  pleasure  in  the  improvement  of  this  poor  fellow, 
then  showed  us  how   he  had  taught  Charles  to  count,  by  means  of  mar- 
bles and  small  pieces  of  wood,  or  marks  made  on  a  board,  arranged  in 
lines,  the  first  containing   an   0,  the  second  00,  the  third  000,  and  so  on. 
Charles  was  sometimes  out  in  his  first  calculations,  but  then  made  an  ef- 
fort  and   rectified  himself.     He   distinguished    one  figure   from  another, 
naming    their   value.     Large   pieces  of  strong  card,  of  various  shapes, 
were  placed  in  succession  in  his  hands ;  and  he  named  the  figure  of  each, 
as  square,  triangle,  he,  and  afterwards  drew  their  outlines  with  chalk  on 
a  black  board,  and,  according  to  the  desire  of  M.  Seguin,  drew  a  perpen- 
dicular, or  horizontal,  or  oblique  line  ;  so  effectually  attending  to  what  he 
was  doing,  that  if  any  line   was  drawn   incorrectly  he  Ribbed  it  out  and 
began  anew.     He  also  wrote  several   words  on  the  board,  and  the  name 
of  the  director  of  the  Bicetre,  without  the  name  being  spoken  to  him. 

This  case  was  altogether  the  most  interestins;  of  those  which  I  saw  ; 
but  there  was  one  poor  idiot  standing  a  great  part  of  the  time  in  a  corner, 
to  all  appearance  the  very  despair  of  art :  even  this  poor  creature,  how- 
ever, upon  being  noticed  and  brought  to  the  table,  proved  capable  of 
distinguishing  the  lettei-s  of  the  alphabc^t.  Most  of  the  others  had  receiv- 
ed as  much  instruction  as  has  been  described,  and  could  count,  di-aw  lines 
and  figures,  write,  perform  various  exercises,  and  point  to  different  parts 
of  the  body,  as  the  head,  the  eyes,  the  arms,  the  feet,  &ic.,  when  named 
to  them.  In  all  these  cases,  and  pre-eminently  in  that  of  Charles  Emile, 
the  crowning  glory  of  the  attempt  is,  that  w  hilst  tin;  senses,  the  muscular 
powers,  and  the  intellect,  have  received  some  cultivation,  the  habits  have 
been  improved,  the  propensities  regulated,  and  some  play  has  been  given 
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to  the  iiti^ctlons  ;  so  that  a  vvihl,  uni^nnernable   aiiiirial,  calculated   to  ex- 
cite Tear,  aversion,  or  (lis;L,ri,st,  has    been    transformed  into  th(i  likeness  and 
manners  of  a   man.     It  is  difficult  to  avoid   falling  into  the  language  of 
enthusiastn  on  behokling  such  an  apparent  miracle  ;  but  the  means  of  its 
performance  are  simple,  demanding   only   that  rar(;   perseverance  without 
which  nothing  good  or  great   is  ever  etft^cted  ;  and  suitable  space,  and  lo- 
cal arrangements  adapted  to  the  conservation   of  the  health  and  safety  of 
the  i)upils  ;  to  the  establishment  of  cleanly   habits;  to  presenting  them 
with  objects  lor  the  exercise  of  their   faculties  of  sense,  motion,  and  intel- 
lect; and  to  the   promotion  of  good  ieelings  and  a  cheerful    active  dispo- 
sition.    Th(^   idiot   who   is  capable   of  playing  and   amusing  himself  is 
already,  as  M.  Seguin    observes,  somewhat  improved.     1  can    but  regret 
that  1  had  not  lime  to  watch   the  progress  of  this  interesting  school  from 
day  to  day,  and  to  trace  the  growth  of  knowledge  in  the  different  pupils  ; 
as  of  the  first  ideas  of  form  and   color,  into  writing  and  drawint^  ;  the  de- 
velopment  of  articulation    and  th(^    power  of  verbal    expression  ;   the  ex- 
tension  of  memory    to  calculation  ;  the  subsitlence  of  gross  propensities, 
and  the  springing   forth    and   fiourisbing  of  virtuous   emotions   in  a  soil 
where,  if  even   under   the  best  circumstances  the  blossoms  and  fruits  are 
few,  but  for  philanthropic  culture  all  would  be  noxious  or  utterly  barren. 


CARDI'l  IS -CONSTIPATION 

[Comiiiimlcatfd  for  tlie  IJoston  .Meiiicul  and  t^uimcal  Juiirnal.] 

Inflwimation  of  the  heart's  structure  being  a  rare  disease,  its  pathology 
should  bo  carefully  noted  when  opportunities  occur.  A  young  ladv,  18 
years  old,  came  under  my  care  six  days  before  her  death  ;  the  leading 
features  of  her  case  being — short,  rapid  and  laborious  breathing,  a  quick 
and  tumultuous  action  of  the  heart,  paralysis  of  the  tongue,  and  hemi- 
plegia of  the  i-ight  side.  She  was  pale  and  slightly  anasarcous  ;  she  sat 
in  a  chair  or  w  as  bolstered  upright  in  bed,  and  the  expression  was  anxious. 

She  was  nev^er  well,  being  alilicted  with  formal  dyspnoea,  which  was 
aggravated  by  sudden  emotions  or  by  hurried  exercise  ;  yet  she  could 
speak  and  sing  without  difficulty.  She  was  subject  to  violent  palj)itations, 
and  while  walking  would  frequently  pause  to  rest,  or  suddenly  fall,  and 
after  a  few  moments  recover.  Sht>  had  also  a  dry  cough.  The  severity 
of  these  manifestations  steadily  increased,  all  attempts  to  check  them  be- 
ing unavailing. 

During  her  last  days  her  tongue  was  pale  and  covered  with  irregular 
patches  of  tenacious  slime  ;  she  experienced  fugitive  pains  in  her  left 
side  ;  her  respiration  was  40,  with  convulsive  heaving  of  the  chest  ;  pul- 
sations HO  to  I '20,  not  violent  in  the  arteries,  but  extremely  so  in  the 
heart,  the  impulse  being  extensive.  She  could  articulate  no  sound,  but 
responded  by  the  affirmative  or  negative  movements  of  the  head.  There 
was  no  abatfMuent  of  the  cardiac  agitations  nor  suspension  of  the  paraly- 
sis, and  she  steadily  sunk.  No  remarkable  aberration  of  the  digestive  or 
■other  abdominal  functions  was  observed. 
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L^pon  lns[)i'cli(iii  of  tlir  hmii;s,  these  oi'Li^aiis  were  found  to  l)e  well  de- 
\elo|)CMl,  hut  were  enii)hyseMKitous  ;uui  inhllriUed  wllh  sauL^uineous  eflii- 
sious,  having  in  some  jjortions  a  hepati/ed  appearance,  and  there  was  a 
(juantity  of  pus  in  the  hronchi^u.  Th(5  external  ;ispeft  of  th(;  heart  indi- 
cated consideral)l(>  eidargeuient  of  the  organ,  particiihu-ly  of  tli<;  right  ventri- 
cle, which  was  the  fact.  'J'h(^  right  auricK^  was  (ixcessively  gorged  with  co- 
aguhited  hlood  and  lihrinous  concretions,  and  tli(;  corresponding  ventiicle 
w  as  nearly  filled  w  ilh  polypi,  sonic  of  them  of  large  size,  and  the  lugjc  of  the 
colunuKC  canuu  w(>re  filled  with  masses  of  this  substance.  At  the  lowest 
point  of  this  ventricle,  w  here  it  forms  tin;  apex  of  tlu;  heart,  the  internal 
tissues  were  extensively  ulcerated,  and  there  was  a  teaspoonfid  of  light 
yellow  j)us.  So  completely  were  the  tissues  invad(.'d  by  the  ulcerative 
process,  that  they  were  ruptured  by  the  slightest  force.  Even  the  at- 
tachments of  the  fleshy  columns  were  torn  by  passing  the  finger  over 
them.  The  seat  of  this  ulceration  was  circular,  and  of  the  size  of  half 
a  dollar.  The  opposite  external  inv(;stments  of  the  heart  appeared  to  bo 
sound,  but  thin  ;  and  the  left  side  of  the  heart,  with  the  valvular  ma- 
chinery, was  in  a  normal  condition. 


A  lad,  16  years  old,  was  seized  with  cutting  pains  in  the  epigastrium, 
that  baffled  all  attempts  to  subdue.  He  ran  up  and  down  in  his  distress, 
and  was  tortured  with  cramps,  and  his  case  soon  became  very  alarming. 
To  relieve  him,  the  indefatigable  employment  of  purgatives,  blisters,  fo- 
mentations, injections,  &ic.,  was  resorted  to,  without  success.  On  the 
second  day,  vomiting  supervened,  his  thirst  was  incessant,  his  tongue  dry 
and  furred,  his  pulse  small  and  quick,  and  there  was  coldness  of  the  skin 
and  burning  heat  in  the  bowels.  On  the  fifth  day,  no  dejections  had 
been  procured,  and  he  was  rapidly  going  down.  At  this  stage  he  began 
to  throw  up  excessive  quantities  of  faecal  matter  and  depraved  fluids,  at 
average  intervals  of  an  hour,  and  the  quantity  was  Incredibly  great.  It 
came  up  with  a  gush  that  half  filled  the  chamber  pot,  and  was  exces- 
sively foetid.  He  drank  nothing,  but  assuaged  his  thirst  with  Ice.  To 
anticipate  the  inevitable  termination  of  this  state  of  things,  he  was  freely 
bled,  which  measure  was  repeated  on  the  sixth  day.  The  blood  was 
huffy  and  cupped.  He  went  on  in  this  way  until  the  ninth  day,  his 
countenance  being  pallid,  ghastly  and  haggard,  his  eyes  turned  upward 
and  unclosed.  He  was  exceedingly  resdess,  and  during  a  period  of  forty- 
eight  hours  he  never  slept ;  his  emaciation  was  extremely  rapid,  the  abdo- 
minal pains,  tenderness  and  vomiting  unabated,  and  it  was  evident  he 
could  not  last  much  longer. 

At  this  juncture  the  long  flexible  tube  occurred  to  me,  and  I  reproached 
myself  that  it  had  not  been  sooner  thought  of.  T\\'0  quarts  of  tepid 
water  was  pumped  us  as  high  as  the  transverse  arch  of  the  colon,  and 
after  remaining  some  time  was  returned  without  faeces.  After  a  brief  inter- 
val nearly  three  quarts  of  strong  soap  suds  was  Injected  with  the  full  length 
of  the  tube,  which  was  mor<^  than  two  feet  In  length,  which  after  remain- 
ing some  time,  was,  to  our  inexpressible  joy,  returned  with  an  enormous 
quantity  of  faeces,  black,  stinking  and  scybalous.     From  henceforth  there 
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was  no  more  vomitlni;  ;  an  injoction  of  starch  and  laudanum  was  adminis- 
tered, and  lor  the  tirst  time  tor  nin»*  days,  our  patient  enjoyed  a  remission 
of  his  pains  and  sickness,  and  slept.  On  the  tenth  and  eleventh  days, 
the  tube  was  again  passed,  followed  by  the  discharge  of  a  vast  quantity 
of  scybalous  faeces,  and  the  poor  lad  slowly  recovered.  1  was  associated 
with  Dr.  Stone  in  this  obstinate  case. 

A  boy,  7  or  8  yeai-s  old,  fell  from  the  beams  of  his  father's  bam,  and 
received  a  violent  concussion  of  the  abdomen.  He  vomited  incessantly, 
and  during  four  days  there  was  fever,  restlessness,  vomiting  and  insur- 
mountable constipation.  He  had  been  bled,  blistered,  and  had  taken  ca- 
thartics, his  pulse  was  quick  and  small,  his  bowels  full,  tender  and  painful, 
and  he  rejected  everything.  I  was  invited  to  confer  with  his  physician, 
Dr.  Brooks,  and  wo  agreed  upon  the  flexible  tube.  Our  patient  retained 
fifteen  grains  of  calomel  over  night,  and  on  the  next  morning  the  tube 
was  passed  to  the  extent  of  fifteen  inches,  and  a  large  quantity  of  warm 
water  thrown  up  beyond  the  sigmoid  flexure  of  the  colon,  but  was  soon 
expelled  without  fieces.  It  was  repeated  once  or  twice  with  the  full 
length  of  the  tube,  without  any  better  success,  when,  after  a  respite  of 
six  hours,  a  large  quantity  of  purgative  fluid  was  forced  up,  and  a  great 
quantity  of  liquid  faeces  discharged.  The  boy  was  relieved,  he  gradually 
improved,  and  finally  recovered. 

In  these  cases  of  unmanageable  constipation,  the  ordinary  modes  of  ad- 
ministering injections  are  wholly  inadequate  and  useless.  It  does  not  sig- 
nify anything  simply  to  stimulate  the  rectum  ;  the  great  colon  must  feel 
the  stimulus  of  distension,  and  its  capacity  is  such  that  an  enormous  quan- 
tity of  fluid  is  indispensable.  In  the  first  case,  we  used  a  large  wash- 
basin full,  and  I  am  confident  that  the  final  action  of  the  bowels  and  reco- 
very of  the  boy  are  to  be  attributed  to  this  deluge  upon  the  colon.  It 
should,  too,  be  early  employed,  for  who  does  not  know  the  inevitable  ter- 
minations of  this  fatal  disease,  in  adhesions,  ulcerations  and  perforations. 
The  truth  is,  this  is  one  of  the  most  efficacious  agents  we  possess  in  re- 
establishing the  process  of  defaecation,  and  I  cannot  but  add  my  testimo- 
ny to  its  value.  James  Deane. 

Greenfield,  Ms.,  March  12,  1845. 


ON  THE   USE  OF  STIMULANTS  IN   FEVER. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

My  Dear  Sir, — -The  general  pathology  and  treatment  of  fevers  have 
been  \\e\\  understood  by  regular  practitioners  of  medicine  for  a  long  period 
of  time,  though  much  light  has  been  shed  upon  them  within  a  few  years 
by  the  researches  of  those  who  have  directed  their  attention  to  the  abnor- 
mal afiections  of  Peyer's  and  Brunner's  glands  in  these  complaints,  par- 
ticularly in  typhoid  fevers.  It  is  not  my  intention  to  make  any  observa- 
tions upon  the  general  treatment  of  fevers.  Tliis,  as  I  have  observed  above, 
is  well  understood  by  the  discerning  faculty  of  New  England,  where  ty- 
phoid fever,  according  to  the  graphic  description  of  it  given  by  Drs.  James 


On  the  Use  of  Shmidants  in  Fever.  ICJl 

Jackson,  Hiilo,  Gerhard,  Hiirtlctl,  and  many  others,  nion;  o;(3nerally  ])re- 
vails  than  any  olhcr  foiin.  I5nt  1  wish  to  niak(;  a  few  remarks  upon 
some  anomalous  modes  of  treatment  whieh  have  occurred  in  my  ])raclice, 
or  have  fallen  under  my  notice. 

The  remarks  of  a  correspondent  in  a  late  No.  of  your  Journal,  upon 
the  use  of  cider  in  fevei-s,  directed  my  attention  to  a  suhject,  which  other- 
wise I  should  not  liave  puhlicdy  noticed,  hut  which,  1  think,  may  he  of 
inn)()rtance  to  the  profession.  That  is,  the  use  of  remedies  which  may 
he  occasionally  usi^ful,  thouj^h  not  noticed  by  writers  on  the  suhject,  or, 
if  noticed,  spoken  of  only  to  be  condemned.  It  has  generally  been  con- 
sidered that  cider,  strong  beer,  or  any  liquors  containing  alcohol,  are  detri- 
mental to  patients  laboring  under  inflammatory  or  febrile  complaints  ;  and 
this,  as  a  general  rule,  is  undoubtedly  true.  But  there  are  excejitions 
which  prove  the  converse  of  the  maxim,  and  perhaps  the  exceptions 
preponderate  against  the  rule.  Nothing  is  more  common  in  the  exacerba- 
tion of  fevei-s,  than  for  patients  to  complain  of  intolerable  thirst,  which  no 
common  beverage  can  allay.  Evx^n  cold  water,  which  is  often  so  deli- 
cious to  patients  in  a  burning  fever,  cannot  always  be  tolerated  in  such 
cases,  and  it  is  frequently  rejected  by  vomiting.  Lemonade,  and  many 
other  acidulated  drinks,  are,  also,  often  loathed  and  thrown  off  from  the 
stomach.  In  such  cases  I  have  seen  many  patients  who  have  anxiously 
entreated  for  cider,  and  generally  for  thoroughly  wrought  cider.  At  first 
1  w  as  afraid  to  administer  it,  but  a  somewhat  extended  experience  in  the 
use  of  it  in  fevers,  for  many  years  past,  has  satisfied  me  that  no  harm  has 
ever  resulted  from  the  use  of  it  in  my  practice,  and  I  might  cite  numerous 
cases  where  the  utmost  possible  benefit  has  followed  the  employment  of 
it.  Living  in  a  section  of  the  country  w^here  the  best  of  cider  is  made 
m  sufficient  abundance  for  the  consumption  of  the  inhabitants,  especially 
since  the  glorious  triumph  of  temperance  principles,  I  have  had  ample 
means  for  testing  the  efficacy  of  it  in  febrile  complaints,  during  a  period 
of  twenty-five  years,  at  least,  and  in  a  section  of  country  where  fever 
has  constituted  no  small  portion  of  my  business.  Good  botded  cider  is 
generally  preferred  by  my  patients,  and  when  that  could  not  be  obtained, 
good  draught  cider  from  the  barrel.  This  is  generally,  at  first,  diluted 
with  water,  and  afterwards  it  is  taken  clear.  The  union  of  the  acid  of 
the  cider  with  the  carbonic  acid  has  always  proved  refreshing,  and  has 
su})plied  a  hankering,  as  it  may  be  called,  at  the  stomach,  which  nothing 
else  would  seem  to  appease.  These  facts,  1  know,  are  against  the  gene- 
rally received  opinion,  that  all  stimulants  are  injurious  in  fevers  ;  but  they 
arc  facts,  and  consequently  they  cannot  easily  be  rebutted. 

During  the  past  winter  1  have  had  a  patient,  about  80  years  old,  dan 
gerously  sick  with  fever,  who  early  craved  the  use  of  cider,  and  who  ex- 
perienced more  relief  from  it  than  from  any  other  article  which  be  took  ; 
and  that,  too,  long  before  his  stomach  would  admit  of  the  reception  of 
anything  but  liquid  nourishnuMit.  INIy  remarks  on  the  use  of  cider  are 
confined  to  it  as  a  beverage  for  the  sick,  and  not  as  an  article  of  daily 
consumption  by  the  well.     I  notice  it  merely  as  a  remedial  agent. 

1  am  very  far  from  placing  any  dependence?  upon  what  are  called  pecu- 
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liar  longings  in  fevers,  or  any  other  diseases.  My  opinions  on  that  sub- 
ject are  well  known  to  be  op|)osed  to  them.  Yet  the  relation  of  facts 
may  sometimes  stagger  even  credulity  itself.  A  few  yeai-s  ago,  my  father 
and  myself  were  attending  u[)on  a  family  where  fever  of  a  typhoid  cha- 
racter had  been  prevalent  among  some  of  the  numerous  imnates,  f(jr 
nearly  a  year.  A  member  of  the  family,  a  young  lady  not  far  from  W 
years  of  age,  had  been  sick  with  this  fever  about  a  fortnight.  Her  fever 
was  at  its  height,  pulse  about  1*^0  in  a  minute,  skin  hot  and  dry,  and  her 
cheeks  very  much  flushed.  Among  other  things  she  was  directed  to 
be  thoroughly  sponged  over  the  whole  surface  of  the  body,  limbs  and  face, 
with  cider  brandy.  Wliile  sponging  her  face,  she  eagcnly  caught  a  corner 
of  the  sponge  saturated  with  brandy,  in  her  mouth,  and  held  on  to  it 
with  so  much  avidity,  sucking  the  liquor  into  her  mouth,  that  her  nurse 
could  not  extricate  it.  She  would  not  be  appeased,  and  continually 
called  for  more  brandy.  My  father  soon  after  arrived,  and  heard  her 
piteous  supplications.  He  decided  upon  giving  it,  and  watching  the  ef- 
fects of  it.  By  little  and  little  he  administered  the  brandy,  in  an  undilut- 
ed state,  until  in  the  course  of  the  day  she  took  a  quart  of  pure  cider 
brandy  !  Her  pulse,  instead  of  increasing  in  frequency,  actually  diminish- 
ed ;  her  fever  subsided,  and  a  favorable  crisis  actually  took  place  from 
that  day.  I  can  attest  to  the  fact,  as  1  was  attending  upon  the  family 
with  my  father.  Here,  then,  is  a  fact  more  to  be  relied  on  than  all  the 
speculations  in  the  medical  world.  Probably  another  such  case  may  not 
soon  again  occur.  This,  therefore,  is  not  quoted  as  a  precedent,  except 
in  similar  circumstances. 

How  often  do  we  see  patients  in  the  low  stages  of  fevers,  who  can  bear 
much  greater  quantities  of  diffusible  stimulants  than  persons  in  health. 
There  is  living  in  this  town  a  highly  intelligent  gentleman,  who  was  sick 
with  fever  in  Boston  in  the  year  1814  or  1815,  nigh  unto  death,  who  in- 
formed me  that  his  physician,  one  of  the  most  eminent  in  that  city,  direct- 
ed him  to  the  use  of  a  pint  and  a  half  of  pure  cogniac  brandy  in  the  course 
of  the  day,  for  many  days  in  succession,  besides  tonics,  and  he  verily  be- 
lieves that  his  life  was  preserved  by  the  course.  1  have  myself  known  a 
patient  recovering  from  severe  phrenitis,  who  had  been  reduced  to  the 
verge  of  the  grave,  and  whose  debility  was  extreme,  who  regularly  drank 
a  pint  and  a  half  of  Madeira  wine,  for  many  days  in  succession.  Twice 
he  has  suffered  most  severely  from  the  same  complaint,  and  each  time,  in 
the  convalescing  state,  he  has  taken  at  least  a  pint  and  a  half  of  wine  a 
day.     He  now  enjoys  good  health. 

I  am  no  Brunonian,  but  I  have  often  thought  that  physicians  have 
erred,  in  the  low  stages  of  fever,  in  not  commencins:  with  the  use  of 
tonics  and  stimulants  sufficiendy  early  in  the  complaint.  I  should  like 
to  have  my  professional  brethren  turn  their  attention  towards  this  subject, 
more  particularly  than  some  of  them  have  heretofore  done.  I  believe 
some  of  the  diffusible  stimulants  may  be  used  very  early,  after  diorough 
ev^acuations,  even  when  there  is  great  febrile  action.  During  the  preva- 
lence, to  a  limited  extent,  of  typhoid  fever  in  this  town  in  the  summer  of 
1844,  I  had  a  patient  laboring  under  that  complaint,  with  high  arterial  ex- 
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citeniont,  who,  after  a  tliorou^^li  evacuation  of  the  stomarli  and  bowels, 
could  n^tain  no  otiicr  nuMHrine  upon  Ikm*  sloinacli  but  bydi-ocdilorif  ctlier, 
and  for  more  than  ten  da\'s  she  used  no  other  mcdiciiH!.  It  was  i^iv(jn  in 
doses  of  from  'I'y  to  10  drops,  four  times  a  day-  Slu;  recovered  as 
raj)idly  and  soundly  as  my  other  patients,  treated  in  the  usual  way. 

Very  respectfully  yours, 
Dccrfiehl,  Mass.,  March  IW/i,  1845.  STEi>m:v   W.  Williams. 


THE    nOSTON    MEDICAL    AND    SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 

BOSTON,    MARCH     20,      184  5. 

Sanitari/  Condition  of  the  Laboring  Population. — Although  the  pam- 
phlet of  which  the  above  caption  is  a  part  of  the  title,  has  express  refer- 
ence to  the  city  of  New  York,  the  reasonings  might  be  applied,  with 
almost  equal  force,  to  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  laboring  population  of 
Boston  or  any  otiier  city.  John  H.  Griscom,  iM.D.,  of  New  York,  a  man 
of  a  very  humane  disposition,  who  sympathizes  with  the  afflicted,  and 
who  desires  to  better  the  condition  of  the  poor,  gave  a  public  lecture  in 
December,  with  a  view  to  explaining  both  the  cause  and  remedy  of 
much  physical  misery.  Recently,  by  enlarging  the  text  of  the  lecture, 
he  has  brought  out  a  sensible  pamphlet  of  58  pages,  which  is  worthy  of 
the  immediate  consideration  of  the  government  of  that  city.  It  seems 
that  Mr.  Harper,  the  mayor,  was  favorably  impressed  with  the  remarks  of 
the  author,  and  deemed  the  subject  of  sufficient  importance  to  be  laid  be- 
fore the  council.  However,  after  several  weeks'  deliberation,  the  com- 
mittee gave  it  the  go  by,  and  thus  a  subject  that  required  the  profoundest 
attention  was  genteelly  thrown  overboard.  Living  in  cellars,  old  decaying 
dwellings,  badly  lighted  and  ventilated,  and  residing  in  narrow,  dark, 
muddy  lanes,  the  receptacles  of  all  the  filth  of  a  neighborhood  which  is 
itself  a  nuisance,  makes  the  poor  poorer  and  more  miserable;  and  if  sani- 
tary measures  were  ever  warranted  for  ameliorating  the  condition  of  the 
wretched  class  of  tenants  occupying  such  places,  now  is  the  time — the 
opening  spring.  Dr.  Griscom  has  opened  the  eyes  of  intelligent  men  to  a 
great  source  of  city  misery,  wickedness  and  suffering. 


Orthopaedic  Institutions  in  New  York  and  Boston. — Public  attention 
seems  to  have  been  directed,  of  late,  to  the  progress  of  orthopccdic  surgery 
in  New  York.  Drs.  Dexter  and  Brewster  conduct  an  institution  at  the 
corner  of  Broadway  and  Fourteenth  street.  An  airy,  spacious  edifice  is 
now  exclusively  imder  their  control,  in  which  from  80  to  90  patients  are 
conveniently  accommodated.  Dr.  Brewster  has  long  devoted  his  entire 
energies  to  this  depariment,  with  a  success  of  the  most  gratifying  char- 
acter. A  course  of  lectures  has  either  been  commenced,  or  is  proposed, 
we  are  uncertain  which,  at  the  institution.  Dr.  Dexter  is  an  ingenious, 
well-informed  practitioner,  who  carries  with  him  to  the  establishment  that 
which  must  be  of  inv;du;d)le  service  to  its  interests  and  ndvancement ;  viz., 
experience,  kindness  of  manner,  and   a  thorough  determination  to  better 
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the  physical  condition  of  those   unfortunates   who  fall   under  his   medical 
care. 

Dr.  Brown's  institution,  in  Boston,  succeeds  admirably,  we  hear — and  the 
intellit^ence  must  be  gratifying  to  all  who  are  watching  the  progression  of 
orthopoMlic  surgery  in  the  United  States.  It  is  said  that  this  conjparatively 
new  l)ranch  of  surgery  is  now  as  extensively  if  not  as  successfully  practised 
in  this  country  as  in  Europe. 


Jefferson  Medical  College. — American  schools  of  medicine  will  soon 
rival,  in  the  number  of  their  students,  those  of  London  and  Edinburgh. 
Four  hundred  and  nine  have  been  in  attendance  during  the  past  season  at 
the  Jerterson  College,  in  Philadelphia,  according  to  the  catalogue.  The 
fact  is,  the  courtly  manners  of  the  faculty,  combined  with  an  uncommon 
brilliancy,  tact  and  fitness  for  their  several  stations,  have  given  an  eclat  to 
the  institution,  and  raised  it  to  great  and  well-deserved  distinction. 


Columbian  College — Medical  Department. — A  circular  for  1845  is 
already  published,  iVoni  whicli  we  should  be  glad  to  copy,  if  our  pages 
were  not  already  more  than  filled.  Very  ample  and  praiseworthy  prepa- 
rations have  been  made  for  the  next  course  of  lectures.  The  college  and 
hospital — a  conveniently  constructed  edifice,  in  a  central  part  of  the  city 
of  Washington — is  150  feet  long  on  the  front,  with  two  wings  of  50  feet 
each.  There  is  no  reason  why  the  medical  school  in  the  capital  of  the  na- 
tion, should  not  expand  into  one  of  the  largest  in  the  country.  Those 
who  know  most  of  its  organization  uniformly  speak  of  it  in  the  kindest 
manner.  It  has  a  character  for  benevolence,  too.  A  certain  number  of 
students  are  annually  educated  gratuitously.  Anatomy,  a  leading  depart- 
ment, is  admiral)ly  taught  by  Dr.  Miller,  who  cannot  be  surpassed  in  accu- 
racy of  detail,  or  methodical  arrangement  in  demonstrations.  Dr.  Sewall 
is  known  the  world  over  ;  and  Dr.  Paige,  the  professor  of  chemistry,  an 
old  and  fiimiliar  acquaintance,  has  no  superior  in  his  branch.  Every  chair, 
indeed,  is  well  sustained.  As  the  lecture  season  draws  nigh  again,  we 
shall  call  the  attention  of  the  profession,  but  more  especially  of  students, 
lo  the  peculiar  local  and  pecuniary  advantages  of  this  college. 


Liberia  Medical  School. — In  a  letter  from  Dr.  J.  W.  Lucrenbeel,  the 
colonial  physician  in  that  interesting  and  rising  State,  Monrovia,  Africa, 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  American  Colonization  Society,  under  date  of  Oct. 
22d,  he  acknowledges  the  receipt  of  sixteen  volumes  of  medical  books, 
the  gift  of  Dr.  Bell,  of  Philadelphia,  "  i'or  the  use  of  the  Liberia  Medical 
School."  He  further  observes,  '*  My  students  are  making  fine  progress  in 
their  studies.  They  are  of  very  considerable  assistance  to  me,  and  I  hope 
and  believe  they  will  become  blessings  to  the  colony.  I  endeavor  to  give 
them  every  opportunity  to  learn  practically,  as  well  as  theoretically,  by  fre- 
quently taking  them  with  me  and  giving  them  clinical  lectures."  From 
some  further  remarks  in  the  same  communication,  we  learn  that  Dr.  Lu- 
genbeel  is  decidedly  of  the  opinion,  that  ninety-nine  persons  in  a  hundred, 
visiting  Africa  from  America,  might  pass  safely  through  the  acclimating 
fever  of  the  country,  provided  their  constitutions  were  not  much  impaired 
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"by  previous  disease,  ;i?i(l  they  could  be  prevailed  ou  to  exercise  that  pru- 
dnice  which  is  iH^ressnry.  Moch'ration  in  exposure  and  ex('rcis(>,  conteut- 
iiiciit  of  mind,  and  temperance  in  catinir  and  drinking  and  in  the  nsc  of 
p/ii/sir,"  he  says,  "  are  sine  (jun  nans  in  this  country."  Without  doubt, 
the  discovery  will  hf^reaftcr  l)e  announced  tliat  there  is  necessarily  no  accli- 
niatincr  fever  there.  This  notion  is  already  bejrinning  to  attract  attention. 
The  bad  state  of  preparation  by  the  mode  of  living  on  the  voyage,  un(iues- 
tionably  predispos(\s  to  the  development  of  bilious  and  congestive  fevers 
on  landing  in  the  new  settlements.  We  consider  that  Dr.  Lugenbeel's  ob- 
servations are  already  tending  to  this  opinion,  which  is  a  favorite  theory,  at 
least,  with  ourselves. 


Srirnfific  Lectures  for  the  Insane. — Dr.  Earle,  in  his  recent  report  of 
the  Bloomingdale  Asylum,  which  we  have  read  with  much  satisfaction, 
has  really  made  known  a  new  source  of  rational  enjoyment  for  lunatics. 
He  has  been  giving  a  series  of  scientific  lectures,  generally  illustrated  by 
diagrams  and  pictures,  of  a  size  to  enable  every  person  in  attendance  to 
have  a  distinct  view  of  them.  Among  other  subjects,  Dr.  Earle  lectured 
on  the  physiology  of  the  eye,  and  the  phenomena  of  vision  ;  physiology 
of  the  muscular  system  ;  and  the  following  are  to  be  the  ensuing  topics  : 
physiology  of  the  brain  and  nerves ;  heart  and  blood  vessels ;  organs 
of  respiration  ;  auditory  apparatus  ;  organs  of  speech ;  electricity  ;  hy- 
drogen and  nitrogen  gases,  &lc.  The  result,  on  the  disturbed  minds 
of  the  Bloomingdale  hearers,  was  most  happy.  "  The  several  sources  of 
instruction  herein  mentioned,"  says  Dr.  E.,  *'  are  among  the  principal 
promoters  of  peace,  tranquillity  and  order  ;  they  are  some  of  the  most 
valuable  aids  in  restoring  the  mind  to  its  original  healthy  action."  Those 
who  are  placed  over  other  lunatic  institutions,  have  a  very  encouraging 
precedent  to  follow,  and  we  fully  expect  to  hear,  in  proper  time,  that  an 
annual  course  of  miscellaneous  public  lectures,  expressly  for  the  patients, 
is  considered  an  indispensable  curative  process,  conducing  alike  to  pre- 
sent intellectual  gratification  and  permanent  enjoyment. 


New  Elements  of  Operative  Surgery. — The  first  volume  of  the  great 
work  of  Velpeau,  translated  by  P.  S.  Townsend,  M.D.,  of  New  York,  is 
before  the  public.  It  comes  out  under  the  supervision  of  Dr.  Mott,  and 
is  to  be  completed  in  three  volumes — the  first  of  which,  contains  850  oc- 
tavo pages,  with  numerous  illustrations,  exceedingly  well  prepared.  Some 
observations  have  been  made  by  the  Medical  Examiner  in  regard  to  the 
arrangement  of  the  articles,  as  being  rather  out  of  the  common  order. 
When  the  whole  work  is  finished,  and  the  books  are  before  us,  such  com- 
ments will  follow  as  the  character  of  the  translation  and  its  additions  may 
seem  to  require.  The  publisher,  Mr.  H.  G.  Langley,  does  himself  credit 
by  such  a  fair  specimen  of  typography.  The  profession  should  be  offered 
Velpeau  at  a  price  to  induce  all  to  have  it. 


Braithwaite^s  Rrtrospeet. — Part  X.  of  the  uniform  American  edition  is 
now  in  the  hands  of  Messrs.  Jordan,  Wiley  &l  Putnam.  Thus  far,  its 
original  character  is  fully  maintained,  and  it  constitutes  an  excellent  digest 
of  general  practice. 
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Spontaneous  Gan^renr — Taiw  Suit  tort'iorrr  Mfdiial  Fcts. — Mr.  Baker, 
a  surgeon  of  Ihiinpton,  Eiiglaiid,  was  calliMi  to  Mr.  Lowe,  aged  01,  who 
was  affected  vvitli  spontaneous  j^riinirrenc  of  tlie  toe,  but  otherwise  healthy. 
Stiinulatiui^  medicines,  hrandy,  meat,  wine,  &/C.,  were  ord(tred,  and  in 
lour  or  five  days  the  toe  was  amputated.  But  the  disorder  extended  over 
the  foot,  and  Mr.  Liston  being  called,  stimulants  were  abandoned  and 
"the  soothing  system"  adoi)ted.  It  became  necessary,  liowever,  to  am- 
putate the  foot.  Mr.  Baker  continued  his  attendance,  and  finally  sent  in 
his  bill  for  437  visits  at  7s.  Gd.  a-piece,  which  with  some  medicme  amount- 
ed to  over  =£193.  The  bill  was  dis])uted,  and  this  action  was  brouglit  to 
recover  the  whole  amount.  Mr.  Bransby  Cooper,  Mr.  Partridge,  Mr.  Lis- 
ton and  Mr.  Perry  were  brouglit  to  testify  as  to  the  propriety  of  the  plain- 
tiff's treatment.  Mr.  Lawrence,  however,  Mr.  Aston  Key  and  Mr.  Skey 
gave  ccmtrary  evideuco.  The  former  surgeons  considered  spontaneous  gan- 
grene as  resulting  from  a  debilitated  constitution,  and  therefore  requiring 
stimulants.  The  latter  considered  such  treatment  improper,  as  likely  to 
increase  the  inflamm;ition  and  extend  the  disease.  Amputation  of  the 
toe,  too,  they  thought  the  worst  course  that  could  be  pursued,  as  it  was  an 
act  of  violence  upon  a  part  already  in  a  great  state  of  excitement.  The 
mildest  and  most  soothing  applications  they  thought  were  indicated,  with 
general  abstinence  and  quietness.  The  necessity  of  amputating  the  foot 
they  considered  as  the  result  of  amputating  the  toe  and  of  the  stimulating 
treatment  enjployed.  The  jury  brought  in  a  verdict  for  the  plaintiff  of 
£V^S  14s.,  calculating  the  visits  at  5s.  a-piece,  and  found  no  want  of  pro- 
per skill  in  the  treatment. 

Pulmonary  Consumption. — Dr.  Evans,  of  London,  has  published  a  se- 
ries of  lectures  on  phthisis,  one  of  the  leading  ideas  of  which  is,  that  tu- 
bercles in  the  lungs  are  not  the  cause  of  the  disease,  but  the  result. 
The  following  quotation  will  convey  some  notion  of  his  views.  So  far  as 
these  are  correct,  they  show  the  fallacy  of  the  method  of  treatment  lately 
adopted  in  a  few  instances  in  England,  of  discharging  matter  from  the 
lungs  of  consumptive  patients  through  an  external  opening. 

"  You  perceive,  then,  that  after  the  most  careful  examination  of  the 
different  svniptoms  which  ordinarily  accompany  tubercular  phthisis,  there 
is  not  one  which  can  be  attributed  to  the  presence  of  the  tubercles  them- 
selves. On  the  contrary,  you  find  all  these  symptoms  resulting  from  the 
very  causes  that  produce  tubercles  :  thus  the  deficient  force  of  growth 
crives  rise  to  emaciation  and  hectic  fever:  local  active  congestion  causes 
directly  haemoptysis,  and  by  its  remote  sympathies,  hectic  fever,  laryngeal, 
enteric  and  uterine  symptoms.  You  perceive  that,  as  far  as  the  history 
of  a  case  of  phthisis  pulmonalis  is  concerned,  if  diminished  nutrition  |£ 
and  local  irritation  be  present,  tubercular  depositions  may  be  subtracted  [iii 
with  )ut  producing  the  slightest  influence  on  its  progress.  The  secretion  ll!ii 
of  tubercles  is  one  of  the  effects  of  certain  diseased  conditions;  but  it  is  flif 
not  the  tubercles  that  constitute  the  disease;  emaciation,  pulmonary  in" f'j 
flammation,  with  the  termination  of  ulceration  and  suppuration,  and  the 
local  and  general  symptoms  these  produce — this  is  the  ensemble  that  con-^J 
stitutes  phthisis  pulmonalis,  and  the  presence  of  tubercle  in  the  lung  with-ff 
out  these  does  not  constitute  it.  In  the  rare  cases  where  tubercles! ; 
have  been  found  without  traces  of  surrounding  inflammation,  there  were  '^ 
no  symptoms  during  life." 
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Urjvctiou  of  Quark  Af/rrr/isr/nmfs. — Tlie  followinir  admirable  remarks 
oti  (luarkory  and  quack  advortisrmeiits  arc  to  be  round  in  tlio  No.  for  No- 
Yoinhor,  IS  14,  of  a  rolioriiMis  periodical,  which  is  stntrd  by  a  correspondent 
to  circulate  more  than  :{l), 000  Nos.  monthly,  called  Tiie  (Christian  Witness: 
— "  We  fell  into  the  ciirrcMit,  and  followed  the  bad  example  of  pre-exist- 
inix  reliixious  j>eriodicals  ;  but  reflection  has  led  us  to  see  our  mistake,  and 
we  hasten  to  rt'pair  it,  assured  that  we  shall  give  satisfaction  to  all  our 
readers,  who  properlv  (^stnnate  the  true  character  of  modern  cjuackery, 
which  is  one  of  the  vilest  and  foulest  of  all  foul  and  vile  vocations,  and  is 
sustained  to  an  incredible  extent  by  fraud,  forgery  and  falsehood,  and 
fraucrht  with  delusion,  disease,  and  death.  To  publish  their  nostrums,  is 
to  jiartake  of  their  deeds;  to  receive  their  money  is  to  share  their  spoils, 
and  aid  them  in  making  war  upon  mankind.  No  vehicle' renders  them 
such  assistance  in  the  work  of  rapine  as  the  religious  magazines,  which, 
amonir  ihe  thoughtless  masses,  powerfully  and  naturally  tend  to  dignify 
the  hateful  system,  and  to  sanctify  the  ruthless  imposture.  On  this  point 
the  communications  of  some  of  our  correspondents  are  both  startling  and 
grievous,  and  such  as  show  the  necessity  of  religious  men  and  religious 
magazines  cutting  all  connection  with  quacks  and  quackery," — Lancet. 


Medical  Miscellany. — Dr.  Bradley,  of  the  Siam  Mission,  has  lately  been 
called  upon  for  medical  services  in  some  of  the  highest  families  in  the 
kino;(l()in,  where  his  successful  practice  has  gained  favor  for  the  mission. — 
Dr.  Smith,  of  the  Syrian  mission,  appears  to  be  exceedingly  useful  to  the 
institution. — A  person  recently  died  at  Tooting,  England,  aged  83,  who 
had  lived  there  more  than  50  years — part  of  the  time  as  a  cook  for  a  lady, 
and  six  years  as  the  wife  of  Robert  Welch,  parish  clerk,  and  after  death 
it  was  discovered  that  the  individual  was  a  man. — Since  January  1, 
1844,  according  to  the  statistics  of  crime  in  France,  159  married  women 
have  been  legally  charged  witli  murdering  or  attempting  to  assassinate 
their  husbands. — A  physician  of  Boston  says  that  sheet  India  rubber  is  an 
excellent  remedy,  externally  applied,  for  rheumatism  and  pain  in  the  limbs. 
— On  Wednesday  last,  33  students  took  the  degreee  of  M.D.  at  the  New 
York  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  and  120  at  the  University  School. 
— A  new  Government  Bill  relating  to  the  practice  of  medicine  and  surgery 
has  been  brought  forward  in  the  British  Parliament  by  Sir  James  Graham, 
w^hich  is  likely  to  be  much  more  acceptable  to  the  medical  profession  than  the 
one  which  has  been  under  consideration  the  past  year.  Mr.  Wakley  made 
quite  a  favorable  speech  respecting  it  on  the  night  when  it  was  presented. — 
Dr.  Guy's  work  on  Medical  Jurisprudence,  which  has  lately  been  reprinted 
in  New  York,  is  attacked  in  the  London  Lancet  on  the  ground  that  exten- 
sive plagiarism  has  been  practised  by  Dr.  G.  from  Mr.  Taylor's  "  Manual 
of  Aledical  Jurisprudence"  and  *'  Elements  of  Medical  Jurisprudence." 


Married, — At  Wilmington,  N.  C,  Dr.  James  H.  Dickson  to  Miss  Margaret 
Owen. — Dr.  George  E.  Eels,  of  Lithopolis,  Ohio,  to  Miss  Lucretia  Wilson,  of 
Deerfield,  Mass. 

f 

Wumher  of  deiilhs  in  Boston,  for  the  week  endin?  Marrh  22.39— Mnles,  13  ;  Females,  26.     Stillborn,  8. 

Of  consumption,  9 — lung  fever,  3— (lrt)\vne(l,  I — scarlet  fever,  3 — inur;i.xinus,  1— bronchitis,  1 — con- 
ulsions,  1 — iiifai\tile,  I  — inflnmrnHlion  of  the  (towels,  3— cancer,  2 — crunii>  in  the  slonuich,  1 — rhen- 
natism,  1— teething,  2 — childhed,  2— accidental,  1— brain  fever,! — fever,  l—droi)3y  on  brain,  1—in- 
amination  on  the  inni^s,  1— dro|;;y,  1— CHnl\er,  1  — intcniperance,  1. 

Under  5  years,  13— between  5  and  20  years,  4— between  20  and  60  years,  IT— over  60  years,  5. 
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A  Fish-hook  removed  from  the  (Esophagus  without  an  Operation.  Re- 
l)orte(l  by  Andukvv  R.  Kili'atiuck,  M.D.,  VVoodville,  Miss. — In  the  sunimer 
o{  18;J7,  Mrs.  *  *  *  vvas  eiijoyiiiir  her  usual  siesta,  in  the  al'iernoou  uf  a 
warm  day,  on  a  pallet  spread  upon  the  floor  in  a  cool  part  of  the  house  ; 
and  while  she  was  lyin^  »)n  her  back  sleeping  pleasantly,  no  doubt  dream- 
ing ot  past  pleasures,  her  grandson,  a  little  urchin  of  three  or  four  sum- 
mers, was  playing  about  the  house  with  a  fishing  tackle  complete,  pole, 
line  and  hook  ;  who,  when  he  discovered  the  old  lady  with  her  mouth 
widely  distended,  thought  it  was  a  fine  opportunity  to  "  catch  a  fish." 
Accordingly,  in  order  to  effect  his  purpose,  he  cautiously  deposited  the 
"  barbed  hook  "  (I  believe  there  was  no  bait  on  it)  into  his  granddame's 
open  mouth.  The  titillation  caused  her  to  awake  suddenly,  and  as  her 
mouth  was  dry  from  exposure,  she  closed  it,  and  swallowed  the  hook  two 
or  three  inches  below  the  uvula.  So  soon  as  she  discovered  her  situation, 
the  whole  family  was  assembled  by  her  calls  and  cries  of  distress,  except 
little  Charley^  who  had  dropped  his  pole  in  a  panic,  and,  in  provincial 
phrase,  mizzled. 

Some  gentle  efforts  were  essayed  to  remove  the  hook,  both  by  the  pa- 
tient and  some  of  the  family  ;  but  being  apprehensive  of  fixing  the  barb 
in  the  throat,  they  ceased  all  efforts,  and  despatched  a  messenger  for  Dr. 
E.  Leroy  Antony,  who  resided  in  the  neighborhood.  When  he  arrived, 
and  found  that  the  hook  was  not  fastened  into  the  flesh,  his  fertile  brain 
suggested  a  plan  by  which  it  could  be  removed  safely,  easily,  and  without 
an  operation. 

His  plan  was,  to  cut  off  the  line  within  a  foot  or  two  of  the  mouth  of 
the  patient ;  then  to  drill  a  hole  through  a  rifle  bullet  and  drop  it  over 
the  line,  down  on  the  hook.  In  order  to  fix  the  bullet  on  the  point  of  the 
hook  and  maintain  it  firmly  in  that  position,  a  reed  vvas  procured,  the 
joints  punched  out,  and  then  passed  down  over  the  line,  and  pressed  firmly 
over  the  bullet.  In  this  manner  the  hook,  bullet  and  reed  were  all 
withdrawn  at  once,  very  easily,  without  any  injury  to  the  oesophagus  or 
fauces. 

This  all  seems  so  simple,  like  Columbus's  egg,  that  the  reader  may 
think  he  would  have  done  just  the  same  thing.  But  the  influence  of 
education  and  of  common  practice,  and  the  desire  to  perform  surgical 
operations  and  acquire  some  celebrity,  all  conspire  to  keep  us  in  the  same 
beaten  track  ;  and  the  majority  of  minds,  when  started  and  trained  in  a 
certain  way,  seldom  if  ever  alter  their  course.  It  is  matter  of  rejoicing, 
too,  that  the  knife  is  less  used  now,  than  it  was  some  years  since,  when 
surgeons  seemed  to  vie  with  each  other  who  could  cut  the  largest  gashes 
and  the  most  of  them. 

The  above  case  occurred  in  Barnwell  District,  S.  C,  and,  as  stated  i 
above,  was  treated  by  Dr.  Edwin  Leroy  Antony,  son  of  Dr.  Milton  An- 
tony of  Augusta,  Georgia.  Both  were  carried  off  in  J889  by  the  epidemic 
yellow  fever  of  that  city  ;  and  society  and  the  profession  lost  two  bright 
ornaments.  Dr.  E.  L.  Antony  seemed  to  be  formed  a  physician  by  nature; 
he  possessed  talents  of  a  rare  order,  and  an  intuitive  knowledge  of  nature 
and  disease.  As  to  his  father,  Dr.  M.  Antony,  no  eulogy  can  add  to  his 
fame  ;  his  name  is  rendered  immortal  by  the  Medical  College  of  Georgia 
— New  Orleans  MedicalJournal. 
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ON   THE   NON-CONTAGIOUSNKSS   OF   YF-I.T.OVV    FEVER. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Sargical  Journal. 

My  Dear  Sir, — With  this  I  send  you  a  paper  upon  the  suhject  of  yel- 
low fever,  written  by  my  venerable  friend,  Dr.  John  Redman  Coxe,  of 
Philadelphia,  to  Dr.  Chervin,  of  Paris,  so  long  a^ro  as  the  year  182 1, 
but,  for  some  reason  unknown  to  me,  never  sent  to  him.  It  will  be  recol- 
lected that  Dr.  Chervin  travelled,  many  years  ago,  in  the  West  Indies, 
America,  &c.,  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  information  on  the  yellow  fe- 
ver ;  his  object  being  to  prove  its  non-contagious  nature.  While  in 
Philadelphia  in  1821,  he  addressed  a  note  to  Dr.  Coxe  on  the  subject, 
which  called  forth  this  reply.  During  the  last  season  Dr.  Coxe  made  a 
six  months'  sojourn  in  Europe,  in  which  he  visited  England,  France,  HoK 
land,  Germany,  Prussfa,  Switzerland,  &ic.,  "  seeing  much,"  as  he  ob-. 
serves,  "  and  wondering  at  the  changes  which  fifty  years  (since  my  last 
trip)  had  produced,  all  ending,  however,  in  thanking  God  that  I  was  aq 
American,  and  returning  more  fully  convinced  of  the  happiness  of  our 
country,  its  government  and  institutions,  than  ever,  and  regretting  that 
we  seem  among  ourselves  to  be  ignorant  of  the  superiority  we  actually 
sustain  above  the  rest  of  the  world.  '  O !  ter  fdicis,  si  ma  bona  meruit .''  " 
WHiile  in  Paris,  the  doctor  called  to  see -his  old  friend  Chervin,  but,  to  his 
regret,  he  found  that  he  had  died  about  a  year  ago.  You  well  know  my 
opinion  of  Dr.  Coxe  ;  you  know  I  have  long  considered  him  one  of  the 
most  learned  physicians  in  America.  He  is  spending  the  evening  of  his 
life,  at  the  age  of  71  years,  in  the  retirement  of  the  largest,  and  probably 
the  most  valuable  private  library  in  the  United  States.  His  paper  on  the 
non-contagious  nature  of  yellow  fever  is  the  most  conclusive  of  any 
which  I  have  ever  read  upon  the  subject.  You,  perhaps,  know  that  I 
have  leaned  towards  the  contagious  nature  of  the  complaint  for  many 
years,  but  my  observations  have  only  been  drawn  from  prett}'-  extensive 
reading  u])on  the  subject,  and  not  from  actual  observation,  having  never 
seen  a  decided  case  of  yellow  fever  in  my  life.  I  must  confess,  how- 
ever, that  1  could  not,  if  I  would,  invalidate  any  of  the  arguments  of  the 
doctor  in  this  communication.  He  has  kindly  put  it  into  my  hands  for 
perusal  before  sending  it  to  you,  and,  without  wishing  to  revive  the 
angry  feelings,  which  have  long  since  subsided,  upon  the  subject,  I  ti*ust 
that  you  will  see  fit  to  publish  it  as  it  is. 

It  is  to  me  a  subject  of  deep  regret  that  Dr.  Coxe  should  wish  to  dis» 
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pose  of  his  rich  and  most  invakiable  library,  consisting  of  nearly  four- 
teen thousand  volumes !  It  is  greatly  to  be  hoped  that  the  medical  por- 
tion of  it  w  hieh  has  been  so  long  associated  together,  may  not  be  disse- 
vered, but  that  some  medical  college  or  institution  may  purchase  it,  and 
thus  procure  a  more  valuable  library  than  is  to  be  found  in  any  medical 
college  in  the  Union.  The  same  may  be  said  of  a  most  valuabh^  col- 
lection of  minerals  which  has  cost  the  doctor  several  thousand  dollai-s,  and 
is  calculated  lor  a  college  or  univei-sity.  Will  not  some  of  our  colleges 
avail  themselves  of  this  opportunity  to  purchase  it  ?  I  saw  this  collection 
while  on  a  visit  to  Dr.  Coxe  a  few  years  ago,  and  I  thought  it  the  most 
beautiful  collection  1  ever  met  with.  Very  respectfully  yours, 

Stephen  W.  Williams. 

[The  following  is  the  letter  to  Dr.  Chervin,  alluded  to  above.] 

Dear  Sir, — You  ask  my  opinion  as  to  the  contagious  nature  of  the 
yellow  fever — a  subject  which  for  many  years  may  be  considered  as  di- 
viding the  medical  world.  1  wish  anything  1  could  say,  might  have  the 
effect  of  settling  the  dispute ;  but  I  have  not  the  vanity  to  suppose  I  can 
reconcile  such  conMicting  opinions.  It  unfortunately  is  the  case,  that 
many,  perhaps  I  might  say  all  the  kno\Mi  facts  upon  this  subject,  are, 
like  a  two-edged  sword,  capable  of  being  wielded  with  equal  dexterity 
by  the  respective  combatants.  T  have,  it  is  true,  my  ow  n  sentiments 
upon  the  occasion,  and  these  are  altogether  in  opposition  to  this  disease 
being  contagious — my  reasons  for  which,  whether  suflicient  or  not,  will 
be  seen  in  the  progress  of  this  communication. 

I  cannot  avoid  saying,  in  the  commencement  of  my  remarks,  that  a 
proper  and  well-defined  view  of  contagion,  has  never  yet  been  gi\Tn. 
We  speak  of  it  continually,  as  if  it  were  a  non-entity — and  altogether 
independent  of  every  created  matter  ;  a  simple,  rather  than  a  com- 
pound substance.  The  same  nvay  be  said  of  the  term  infection  ;  be- 
tween wdiich,  and  contagion,  no  adequate  distinction  has  yet  been  drawn, 
so  as  to  preclude  those  mistakes  which  arise  from  the  indiscriminate  use 
of  words,  which,  if  they  have  any  distinct  meaning,  should  be  sedulously 
attended  to  in  philosophical  and  medical  writings,  if  we  wish  to  arrive  at 
a  perfect  understanding  of  the  subject  we  are  investigating.  If  these 
terms  imply  the  same  thing,  let  us  discard  that  one  which  may  be  deem- 
ed most  exceptionable.  If  they  imply  a  distinct  state  of  things,  let  us 
endeavor  to  draw  the  line  between  them  ;  so  as,  hereafter,  to  avoid  the 
dilficulties  which  their  (too  often)  indiscriminate  employment  has  occa- 
sioned.* Let  these  terms  no  longer  be  considered  as  a  nose  of  wax,  ca- 
pable of  being  moulded  just  as  it  may  suit  our  purpose. 

What,  then,  is  contagion  ?  Of  its  real  essence  I  do  not  pretend  to  judge, 
since,  as  yet,  it  has  baffled  all  our  researches.  It  is  nevertheless  material, 
althouD-h  in  the  hiMiest  state  of  attenuation,  and  incognizable  by  our 
senses.     We  know^  it  only  from   its   effects  upon  the  living  s}'stem,  but  it 


*  Our  langiiiiiie  is  devoid,  in  our  disputes  on  Uiese  and  many  other  hiuhly  interesting  topics,  of  tl»at 
precision,  which  iheir  nature  demands;  no  wonder  that  we  tail  in  the  superstructure,  when  the  louu- 
dation  is  defective. 
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is  not  lilt'  less  iH;itiMi;»l.  Of  this,  none,  on  rcflcdion,  \\'i\\^  [  presume,  bt; 
tlisposed  lo  (loiil)!  :  hikI  if  iu;il(.'ri;il,  it  iun-,1  ciihcr  he  some  elementary 
siibstanrc,  or  u  compound  j)ro(luc(Ml  by  llic  coiiibiiiMiion  of  two  or  more 
of  the  eliMiuMilaiy  inatciials,  ol'  which  creation  is  compounded. 

Contagion,  wiu>ihcr  of  a  simple  or  compound  nature,  is  a  poison  to 
the  animal  system.  1  now  speak  of  such  as  act  uj)on  man  ;  for  it  is  \v('ll 
known  that  w hat  is  so  lo  him,  is  not  necessarily  so  to  the  infcnior  class  of 
animals,  l^obably  each  separate  class  has  its  own  peculiar  contagions, 
inactive  to  the  rest.  Smallpox  does  not,  that  we  know  of,  affect  any  but 
man.  The  various  (epizootic  diseases  of  horned  cattle,  prove;  contagious 
to  them,  but  are  not  so  to  all  other  classes  of  animals.  Some  lew  dis- 
eases appear  capable  of  affecting  man,  in  common  with  individual  orders 
of  inferior  life.  Rabies  affects  the  canine  and  some  other  species,  and  its 
influence  is  extended  to  man,  by  the  intervention  of  a  vitiated  saliva.* 
The  vaccine,  if  derived,  as  Jenner  supposed,  from  the  grease  of  the  horse, 
affects  the  cow  with  an  eniption  very  different  in  its  appearance  from  its 
alleged  origin  ;  and  is  capable  of  communication  once  to  man,  and  of 
theri^hy  preserving  him  from  the  smallpox,  lo  which  neither  the  cow  nor 
the  horse  are  obnoxious.  Other  facts  of  similar  import  might  readily  be 
accumulated  ;  they  will,  however,  occur  to  you,  and  need  not  be  here 
enumerated. 

Although,  at  first  sight,  it  may  appear  extraordinary  lo  advocate  the 
opinion  that  contagion  or  infection  are  truly  compounds  of  some  of  the 
elements  of  creation  ;  all  objections  will  cease,  if  we  only  consider  how 
greatly  the  smallest  diversity  in  proportion  of  even  two  principles,  is  ca- 
pable of  modifying  the  resulting  compound.  This  is  exemplified  through- 
out nature.  Look  at  the  two  presumed  simple  elements  of  oxygen  and 
nitrogen,  uniting  in  different  proportions  to  constitute  the  air  we  breathe, 
and  the  nitrous  and  nitric  oxides  and  acids — all  injurious  to  life,  and  each 
possessing  definite  and  distinct  properties  !  Look  at  nitrogen  and  hydro- 
gen :  singly,  unabsorbable  by  water — possessed  of  neither  taste  nor  odor  ; 
incapable  of  forming  salts  with  acids,  or  soap  by  admixture  with  oils — 
not  changing  the  blue  colors  of  vegetable  infusions,  and  unpossessed  of 
any  causticity  !  United  in  certain  relative  proportions,  the  complete  re- 
verse of  the  above  ensues,  and  a  substance  of  the  most  sin^mlar  nature 
is  hereby  constituted.  Look  at  the  conjunction  of  oxygen  and  mercury  : 
by  the  difference  (and  that  but  inconsiderable)  of  their  union  in  amount, 
two  oxides  are  produced,  possessing  very  dissimilar  properties,  and  capable, 
by  uniting  with  acids,  of  producing  salts,  still  more  distant  from  each  other 
than  before.  Witness  calomel  and  corrosive  sublimatef — the  former  safe, 
in  almost  any  dose,  the  latter  poisonous  in  even  a  few  grains  !J  In  all 
these  and  many  other  examples,  who  could,  a  priori,  anticipate  such  di- 
vei'sified  results  ?     Every  one  may  readily  augment  the  number,  ad  injini- 

*  It  is  very  doubtful  to  mo,  whether  tlie  saliva  of  a  man  laboring  under  this  terrific  disease,  is  ever 
capable  of  coniniuiiicatinR  it  to  another  person. 

t  As  this  was  written  iircvions  to  the  full  knowledce  of  the  true  character  of  these  two  substances, 
I  have  allowed  it  to  remain— bat  the  reasoning  is  equally  the  same  if  we  view  them  both  as  com- 
pounds of  mercury  and  chlorine. 

X  See  also  the  most  deadly  poison,  prussic  acid,  n  compound  of  three  innoxious  snbstancea 
in  any  amount  when  taken  into  the  stomach  aeparntely. 
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tii/n.  Taste,  odor,  he,  all  become  coe^mizable,  by  chani^es  thus  induced, 
in  bodies  previously  unpossessed  ot'such  properties — in  short,  in  every  par- 
ticular, the  new-torn  id  body  is  totally  distinct — and  by  lurtber  combi- 
nations with  other  bodies,  are  again  impressed  with  properties  still  more 
diversified. 

With  such  examples  daily  before  our  eyes,  can  we  for  a  moment 
doubt,  that  the  mere  congeries  of  certain  particles  of  matter,  aiTanged  in 
relative  proportions,  to  which  they  may  be  induced  by  the  laws  of  vi- 
tality, shall,  under  circumstances  of  diseased  action,  be  so  modified,  as  to 
assume  a  contagious  nature — or  be  productive,  by  a  species  of  inocula- 
tion (no  matter  whether  die  skin,  the  lungs  or  the  stomach  be  the  part  to 
which  it  is  applied),  of  inducing  a  similar  diseased  action  in  a  healthy  per- 
son ?  I  shall  not  say  by  a  species  of  fermentation,  like  a  particle  of 
yeast  to  a  mass  of  dough  ;  ignorant  of  the  recondite  processes  which  are 
continually  fjoing  on  in  the  living  system.  I  would  rather  at  once  acknow- 
ledge my  ineompeteiu'e  to  compr(*hend  it,  than  bewilder  myself  in  the 
fertile,  but  fruitless  fields  of  speculation.  All  1  perceive  in  the  facts  ac- 
knowledged, is  that  a  matter  is  produced,  altogether  s id  generis  (and  spe- 
cific in  its  kind)  ;  capable  of  inducing  one  peculiar  form  of  disease  alone 
— and  that,  limited  chieHy  to  the  same  class  of  animals  from  which  it 
orio^inally  sprang,  and  which  obviously  depends  on  the  peculiar  circum- 
stances which  led  to  that  state  of  congregations  of  such  associated  atoms  ! 

If  this  general  view  of  contagion  is  correct,  although  eluding  our 
powers  of  research,  in  the  jiresent  imperfect  state  of  human  knowledge  ; 
can  it  be  doubted  by  any  one,  that  the  peculiar  aggregation  of  matter 
which  gives  rise  to  contaiiion  of  any  kind,  must  have  had  a  commence- 
ment  ;  and  that,  if  (weiy  known  contagion  was  now  to  be  completely  ex- 
tirpated from  the  earth,  yet  that  a  similar  train  of  circumstances  might 
a^rain  take  place,  and  again  involve  us  in  the  same  distress!  Nay,  does  it 
not  follow  equally,  that  new  and  unknown  combinations  of  matter  may 
be  capable  of  bringing  upon  us  other  new  diseases,  which  at  present  we 
have  no  idea  of?  The  origin  of  syphilis  may  thus  admit  of  some  reason- 
able explanation,  by  the  assumption  of  a  coincidence  of  causes,  which 
never  had   united   anterior  to  the  commencement  of  that  disease  in  the 

century.     Sprengel,  in  his  excellent    history   of  medicine  (2,  499) 

attempts  to  prove  its  origin  from  a  degeneracy  of  lepra,  &:c.;  and  although 
objections  may  be  raised  against  his  opinions,  yet  they  are  sufficiendy 
strong  to  coerce  our  belief,  that  this,  or  some  analogous  co-operation,  may 
really  have  then  awakened  this  form  of  disease,  if  it  was  absolutely  un- 
known in  ancient  times. 

It  may  be  said,  in  opposition  to  what  has  been  stated,  that  matter  so 
attenuated  as  to  escape  research,  and  which  is  only  to  be  appreciated 
by  its  effects,  is  a  stretch  of  imagination  beyond  the  bounds  of  proba- 
bility !  but  who  yet  has  fully  demonstrated  the  nature  of  light,  of  heat, 
and  other  imponderable  fluids  ?  which  produce,  nevertheless,  effects  the 
most  positive.  Who  has  yet  analyzed  the  odor  of  the  rose,  of  the  musk, 
or  of  the  particles  emanating  from  the  body,  by  which  the  dog  pursues  the 
fox,  &:c.,  or  by  which  he  can  follow  his  master  for  hundreds  of  miles,  al- 
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lhonij:h  still  more  ratcimated  liy  its  ditUisIon  t})rou«r|i  tlie  atmosplicrc  ? 
WluMi  tlK^so  an^  suiricicnlly  invcstif^^atcd,  wo  may  th(3n  hope  to  analyze 
roiUii^ion.  Hut  arc  not  ihoso  exquisilcly  allcnualed  substances  malr-riid  ? 
Do  we  not  l)rru'\e  that  a  particle  of  lii^ht,  so  fine,  as  not  to  move  the; 
dust  in  its  passage,  and  even  to  pass  through  the  compact  cornea,  and 
even  the  more  compact  diamond — do  we  not,  1  s;iy,  beheve  it  to  be 
composed  of  seven  svmlkr  parts?  Where,  tlien,  shall  be  learned  the 
limits  of  the  (extension  of  matter  ?  Then;  can  b(;  no  difllculty  with 
respect  to  contni>;ion  on  this  score,  for  we  want  it  not  more  attenuated, 
tlian  what  we  already  credit.  All  this,  and  much  more  that  mi<(ht  l)e 
added,  whilst  tendinis  to  evince  our  ignorance  of  all  around  us,  proclaims 
most  fully  the  omnipotence  of  that  Divinity  who  rules  the  (.'lements  ; 
and  should  teach  us  to  humble  that  conceit  we  have  of  our  trifling  pow- 
ers of  comprehension  ! 

What  I  have  said  WMth  respect  to  contagion  will  equally  ap})ly  to 
those  miasmatic  exhalations  to  w  hich  putrefaction  gives  origin.  So  far  ms 
we  know,  there  is  nothing  in  animal  or  vegetable  putrefaction,  5i7?2p/j/  ron- 
sidcrcJ,  that  is  capable  of  producing  disease.  It  would  seem  tliat  to 
these,  something  specific  must  be  added,  by  the  laws  of  affinity,  w  hich 
acts  difterendy  on  the  system  from  the  simple  gases  primarily  evolved 
in  those  processes — probably  a  certain  combination  of  gases,  individu.dly 
innoxious,  but  thereby  becoming  possessed  of  properties  altogether  distinct 
from  those  of  the  elementary  ingredients.  If  we  admit  such  a  combination 
to  be  only  fortuitous,  not  always  or  necessarily  ensuing,  we  have  a  probable 
explanation  of  certain  forms  of  disease  being  more  associated  with  cer- 
tain localities  than  with  others  ;  but  wdiy  such  diseases  should  be  capable 
of  reproduction  in  others,  by  exposure  to  the  diseased  persons  (if  such  is 
really  true)  apart  from  any  connection  with  the  primary  source,  is  per- 
haps incapable  of  being  understood ;  and  still  less  so,  why,  in  those  dis- 
eases strictly  called  contagious,  all  further  susceptibility  of  receiving  the 
disease  is  done  away  in  the  individual,  although  again  renewed  in  his 
offspring ! 

Jt  is  a  question  of  deliberate  consideration,  whether  any  disease,  truly 
and  strictly  contagious,  can  be  taken  a  second  time.  (1  speak  independ- 
endy  of  the  few  solitary  instances  to  the  contrary,  which,  as  exceptions, 
may  be  regarded  as  strengthening  the  rule.)  If  this  is  truly  the  case,  con- 
tagious diseases  may  be  considered  as  of  very  limited  amount,  and  yellow 
fever  will  not  come  within  those  bounds  ;  for  ample  experience  proves,  I 
apprehend,  that  this  disease  may  be  taken  an  indefinite  number  of  times. 
In  this  point  of  view,  the  plague  itself  may  be  considered  as  devoid  oi' 
the  true  character  of  contagion. 

One  thing  appears  to  me  certain  ;  that  in  considering  the  subject  of  conta- 
gion or  infection,  our  views  are  too  much  connected  with  quontity^rnlhcY  than 
with  the  quality  of  the  emanating  matter.  In  inoculating  for  the  smallpox, 
the  most  inconceivable  portion  of  matter  inserted  (and  that  matter,  simply 
considered,  without  reference  to  the  unknown  specific  principle  connected 
with  it,  cannot  induce  the  disease)  is  adequate  to  induce  it  in  one  who  has 
never  previously  been  exposed  to  its  influence.  And  if  we  suppose  it  taken, 
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by  merely  passiui^  within  the  sphere,  in  wliicli  the  volatile  coiita;'ious 
iuatt(>r  from  another  person  exists,  it  is  still  more  attenuated.  l\ow  \^  hat 
proportion  acluallv  exists  between  the  original  source  and  the  disease 
emanating  li-om  it  ?  11"  quantity  were  the  sole  consideration,  ought  not 
the  supervening  disease  to  be  proportioned  to  the  amount  of  the  matter 
inserted  ?  But  this  is  obviously  by  no  means  the  case ;  for  however 
small,  the  result  is  e(|ually  certain  and  efHcient. 

The  samc^  remarks  apply  e(|ually  to  those  exhalations  which,  in  appro- 
priate  recipients,  are  capable  of  inducing  tlu^  varied  types  of  intermittent, 
bilious  and  other  fevers,  ^c.  1  say  appropriate  recipients  !  for  such  ex- 
halations, he,  are  innoxious  to  those  wiio  are  indisposed  to  favor  the 
formation  of  disease  ;  by  having  avoided  tlie  previous  action  of  certain 
predisposing,  and  often,  long  continuing  causes,  such  as  heat,  cold,  mois- 
lun*,  fatigue,  debauch,  he. 

Sonu  of  these  remote  and  predisposing  causes  seem  to  be  more  peculiarly 
necessary  to  the  production  of  certain  diseases.  Why  is  yellow  fever 
the  offspring  of  the  torrid,  rather  than  of  the  temperate  or  frigid  zones  ? 
Why,  in  the  extensive  intercourse  of  France  and  Great  Britain  with  their 
West  India  possessions,  has  this  disease  never  been  introduced  into  those 
countries,  if  contagion  were  an  associated  property  of  that  complaint  ?  We 
cannot  doubt  but  tiiat  smallpox,  &:c.,  taken  irom  those  islands,  would  equally 
pervade  them,  if  carried  there.  The  peculiar  temperature  of  those  climates, 
together  with  the  absence  of  other  co-operating  causes,  renders  it  impossible 
to  produce  an  epidemic  ;  although  their  intercourse,  compared  with  that 
of  America,  is  infinitely  greater.  The  local  causes  of  disease  in  those 
countries,  and  w  hich  in  hotter  climates  would  induce  the  yellow  fever 
(and  do  occasionally  in  them)  can  only  promote  a  disease  of  less  fatality. 
Not  so  in  tht^  warmer  latitudes  of  Europe  and  America.  Here,  every- 
thing, at  times,  co-operates  to  lavor  its  production.  But,  if  it  be  admitted 
that  the  yellow  fever  is  coveyed  by  contagion  from  the  West  Indies,  to 
Cadiz,  Gibraltar,  Charleston,  Norfolk,  Baltimore,  Philadelphia,  he,  why 
is  it,  that  this  assumed  contagious  character  is  lost  by  removal  but  an  in- 
considerable distance  from  the  original  seat  of  its  breaking  out  ?  In  Phila- 
delphia, in  1741,  1761,  1797,  &:c.,  its  ravages  were  limited  to  a  few 
squares  of  tlie  city.  Ev^en  in  1793  and  1798,  when  more  extended,  it 
could  scarcely  be  regarded  as  an  epidemic,  for  it  lost  that  character  at 
four  or  five  squares  westward  from  its  commencement  on  the  borders  of  the 
Delaware.  Nurses,  physicians,  and  the  various  attendants  of  the  hospital 
and  burying  grounds,  although  exposed  to  the  numerous  cases  which  died 
around  them  in  every  dreadful  form  of  highest  malignity ;  although  hun- 
dreds were  dissected,  and  the  black  vomit  swallowed  as  matter  of  expe- 
riment ;  not  a  solitary  instance  occurred,  which  could  be  in  the  remotest 
degree  ascribed  to  contagion.  Of  those  who  took  the  disease  in  our  city, 
and  died  of  it  in  the  country,  surrounded  by  their  friends  and  acquaint- 
ances, no  instance  of  contagion,  void  of  all  suspicion,  was  exemplified  ! 
How  unlike  contagion  this,  in  the  real  estimation  of  the  word  !  If  a  few 
solitary  cases  of  persons  said  to  have  been  affected  under  such  circum- 
stances by  the  sick,  really  occurred,  must  we  overlook  (for  the  purpose 
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ul"  iiKiintiiiniim"  lli(^  contagious  luitiuv  of  tin;  disfaso)  llu-  various  cxfrf- 
tions  iVom  diffcnMit  parts  ;  compounds  of  vegctahh'  :in(l  ;inim:il  tn;ili<i\  in 
a  putrid  state,  and  tlicrcfoic  capable  of  undcrL^oin*^  jncciscly  simihir 
clianLCt^s  with  those  on  whicii  the  discniso  originally  dcpfMidcd  r  Would 
not  exposure  to  such  causcvs  Ix^  suHicient  to  induc(^  in  tho^<^  ol  the  aMcud- 
anls  who  N\eiv  pre(lisj)osed  to  it,  a  similar  train  of  symptoms — which  at 
best  never  exten(l(Ml  beyond  themselves.  Can  such  solitary  instances,  i( 
really  substantiated,  be  set  in  array  against  the  hn<\  o^  contradictory 
evidenc<>  ? 

But  it  mnv  be  demanded,  why  the  existence  of  yellow  ^liVk^r  in  our 
seaports  should  not  \m  uniform  every  summer,  if  it  be  ol  domestic  ori- 
gin ?  This  question  may  ecjually  be  dcnnanded  if  it  b''  brought  by  con- 
tagion from  foreign  climes.  The  intercourse  with  the  islands  is  nearly 
uniform — and  there  the  yellow  fever  annually  prevails  amongst  the  foreign- 
ers and  newly  arrived.  We  may,  however,  reply,  that  diversity  of  sea- 
son, and  the  want  of  some  or  all  of  the  causes,  will  ade((uately  explain 
this  occasional  exemption.  Is  it  not  precisely  the  same  in  every  intermit- 
tent district  ?  Is  this  disease,  every  year,  in  type  and  force,  equnlly  the 
same  ?  It  is  possible  that  in  all  these  complaints,  a  greater  or  less  admix- 
ture of  vegetable  and  animal  putrefaction  may  determine  the  character  and 
type  of  the  disease.  A  certain  definite  proportion  of  the  volatile  emana- 
tions from  both  sources  may  be  required,  in  order  to  produce  that  form  of 
matter,  on  which  the  existence  of  the  peculiar  disease  depends.  To 
this  we  may  add,  the  temperature,  more  or  less  continued;  together 
with  the  constitutional  character  and  pursuits  of  eacli  individual. 

After  what  I  have  said,  it  is  unnecessary  for  me  to  add,  that  I  have 
never  seen  any  case,  wdiich,  to  my  mind,  conveyed  the  idea  ol  contagion 
in  the  yellow  fever,  in  any  of  the  years  in  which  I  have  been  conversant 
with  it  in  our  city.  Nor  can  I  think  that  any  of  the  observations  with  a 
contrary  \'iew,  have  overthrown  the  strong  grounds  on  which  its  non-con- 
tagious nature  is  maintained,  by  the  numerous  writers  on  this  interesting 
subject.  When  we  remember  that  contagion,  infection,  poison,  are  terms 
in  fact  altogether  relative,  and  that  they  all  are  rendered,  by  habit,  in- 
noxious to  the  system  ;  is  it  not  proper,  that  in  considering  them  we 
should  invariably  have  a  reference  to  these  circumstances  ?  Is  smallpox 
contagious  to  man  ?  It  is  so  to  him  once  only  in  his  life,  and  has  no 
influence  on  inferior  animals  ;  or  if  It  has,  it  is  under  a  form  of  disease  dii- 
ferent  from  that  it  produces  in  man.  This  is  altogether  inexplicable,  ex- 
cept on  the  presumption,  that  by  the  changes  it  induces  in  the  system, 
the  same  combination  of  foreign  agencies  can  never  mec^t  with  its  re- 
cipient in  the  same  exact  state — or  that  man,  in  regard  to  this  contagious 
matter,  is,  by  its  previous  action,  placed  upon  a  footing  with  the  mlerior 
animals.  All  is  mysterious,  and  dependent  on  operations  occurring  in  the 
ultimate  texture  of  man.  By  some  analogous  reasoning,  we  can  only 
comprehend  why  vaccination  renders  inert  the  action  of  smallpox  on  the 
human  system  ;  by  preventing  the  future  union  of  thos(3  co-operating 
agencies,  which  are  essential  to  the  production  of  that  specific  action,  on 
which  the  formation  of  variolous  poison  may  be  presumed  to  depend. 
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1  niii,4u  much  extend  these  speculations,  hui  1  husicn  to  conclude. 
In  the  destructive  fever  of  1793,  three  out  of  live  of  my  fellow  students, 
under  the  direction  of  our  illustrious  preceptor,  Dr.  Rush,  fell  victims  to 
its  fury.  Althoutih  the  dantrer  was  then  trteatly  hci^ditened,  hy  the  uni- 
versal and  accredited  hclief  of  its  contagious  natme  ;  circumstances,  even 
at  that  period,  led  me  to  douht  of  the  validity  of  the  opinion.  My  own 
continued  escape,  although  exposed  to  every  grade  of  the  disease  ;  even 
sitting  up  during  the  night  with  some  of  my  patients,  yet  no  way  affect- 
ed hy  this  continual  exposure  ;  the  not  unfrequent  discharge  by  vomit 
over  me,  anil  inhaling  the  breath  of  my  patients,  whilst  bleeding  them  ; 
these  and  similar  facts  gave  me  much  confidence  of  esca})e,  and  tended 
not  a  little  to  destroy  the  impression  of  contagion.  So  powerl'ully,  however, 
did  diese  circumstances  operate  on  the  mind  of  my  respected  friend  and 
fellow  student,  Mr.  Edward  Fisher  (now  a  practitioner  at  Columbia,  in 
South  Carolina)  that  he  uneiiuivocally  maintained  its  non-contagious  na- 
ture, and  upheld  his  conviction  on  this  point  in  a  series  of  remarks,  or 
history  of  the  disease,  which  he  made  during  its  progress  ;  and  which 
served  at  a  subsequent  peiiod  as  the  basis  of  his  thesis  for  a  medical  de- 
gree at  Edinburgh.  In  that  celebrated  school,  however,  he  was  obliged, 
I  believe,  to  suppress  this  opinion,  which  opposed  the  ruling  doctrine  of 
contagion,  by  persons  ignorant  of  the  disease  but  by  name,  or  by  the 
writings  of  others.  So  far  as  I  know,  I  believe  him  to  have  been  the 
first  who  in  this  city  or  elsewhere  ventured  to  maintain  an  opinion  op- 
posed to  those  of  general  belief.  No  credit  has  ever  been  given  him  for 
his  stand,  thus  early  taken  ;  and  I  have  therefore  thought  I  owed  it.  both 
to  friendshi})  and  truth,  to  state  the  above  particulars. 

Although  the  above  observations  may  be  of  a  more  general  and  ex- 
tended nature  than  your  views  required,  I  could  not  well  avoi(J  bringing 
them  forward  to  yoin*  notice  ;  and  hope,  that  if  not  correct,  they  may  at 
least  tend  to  elicit  a  more  judicious  exposition  of  the  sLd:)ject  from  others. 

With  sentiments  of  the  most  respectful  consideration  for  yourself;  and 
duly  appreciating  the  benevolent  modves  which  have  led  you  to  engage, 
during  a  long  series  of  years,  in  the  perilous  undertaking  you  have  had  in 
view — accept,  dear  sir,  my  host  wishes  for  its  successful  termination 
in  the  cause  of  humanity  and  truth.  John  Rkdman  Coxe,  M.D. 


MEDICAL   xMATTEKS    IN    PRUSSIA. 

Berlin,  Dec.  lotJi,  1844. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Dear  Sir, — In  sending  you  a  few  lines  from  this  place,  I  am  not  quite 
certain  \\'hether  it  is  a  compliance  with  a  request  from  yourself,  or  merely 
a  gratification  of  a  desire  not  to  be  wholly  forgotten  by  yourself  and 
some  of  your  readers. 

I  have  been  here  nearly  a  month,  and  heard  several  of  the  profes- 
sors at  the  medical  school,  which  ranks  now  as  the  second  in  Germany, 
although   none  of  them  are  superior  as  lecturers  to  many  in  America, 
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ami  tlio  nrrar(^s  of  oratory  aro  as  foreign  to  lli(i  profossioii  lioro  as 
i'lsL>\vli(M-(*.  One  is  a  litllii  surprised  to  sec;  in  nearly  all  the  lecture 
rooms  of  a  Prussian  University,  a  sprinkling  ol"  uniibrnis.  The  law 
riMjuires  oi'  every  man  in  Prussia,  without  any  (;xe(;j)tion  (unh^ss  o(  the 
piinees  royal)  or  (^xcuse,  unless  of  sickness,  a  year,  or,  if  eciuipments  and 
suhsistence  are  jirovided  by  government,  three  years  of  actual  service, 
and  the  student  of  medicine  or  theology  has  perhaps  just  come  from  the 
barracks  or  morning  drill. 

Two  of  the  most  largely  attended  cliniques,  are  those  of  Dr.  Jaenchen 
at  the  Charite,  and  Dr.  Dieflenbach  at  the  University  Hospital  ;  the  first 
an  ophthalmic  cliniquc,  the  last  a  general  one,  at  which  operations  for  te- 
notomy abound,  in  which  Dr.  D.  is  certainly  very  adroit. 

One  of  the  most  interesting  institutions  of  Berlin,  is  that  for  the  in- 
struction of  the  deaf  and  dumb,  at  which  the  new  method  is  ]Hirsued  of 
teaching  them  articulation.  The  success  with  which  it  is  attended  is 
certainly  very  astonishing,  and,  to  an  inexperienced  observer  like  myself, 
quite  satisfactory.  The  jnipils  converse  with  the  instructers  and  with 
each  other,  so  as  to  be  intelligible  to  an  ear  as  little  practised  as  mine  in 
the  German  laniruao-e.  The  older  ones  can  also  read  aloud  and  with  a 
distinct  enunciation,  from  an  octavo  volume  of  reading  lessons,  any 
passage  that  may  be  selected.  But  notwithstanding  that  by  a  pa- 
tient imitation  of  the  movements  of  the  lips,  tongue,  larynx,  and  chest 
involved  in  articulation,  this  system  seems  to  have  achieved  an  impossi- 
bility ;  its  expediency,  as  a  general  system  of  education  for  deaf  mutes, 
is  doubted  by  many  practical  observers,  who  say  that  the  great  length  of 
time  necessarily  devoted  by  those  who  possess  only  ordinary  imitative 
foculties,  to  the  mere  acquirement  of  an  articulation,  leaves  not  enough 
for  more  direct  and  important  mental  culture.  A  gentleman  from  New 
York  is  now  here  for  the  express  purpose  of  investigating  the  methods 
and  merits  of  the  system,  and  his  report  will  undoubtedly  be  of  great 
value  to  those  interested  in  the  subject.  But  whether  it  be  destined  to  super- 
sede the  older  plan  or  not,  it  must  be  considered  a  very  noticeable  exam- 
ple of  the  ingenuity  and  perseverance  of  German  teachers.  This  is,  I 
believe,  the  largest  institution  of  the  sort  in  Germany  ;  that  at  Liepsic,  the 
oldest. 

The  schools  for  the  instruction  of  the  blind  are  here,  and  in  tiie  other 
cities  which  I  have,  visited,  less  extensive  than  the  one  in  Boston,  which 
•enjoys  here  a  very  high  reputation.  The  education  of  the  two  blind 
mutes  is  spoken  of  in  the  strongest  terms  of  admiration,  and  regai'ded  as 
a  much  greater  achievement  than  the  teaching  of  the  dumb  to  speak.  At- 
tached to  the  Deaf  and  Dumb  Institute,  is  a  class  of  idiots,  in  the  instruc- 
tion of  whom  great  pains  are  taken,  and  a  good  deal  accomplished. 

You  will  not  be  surprised  to  learn,  that  just  now,  two  new  systems  of 
medical  practice  are  budding  into  favor  in  Germany.  One  is  called  the 
Traubencur  (grape  cure),  and  consists  in  living  chiefly  upon  grapes,  of 
which  several  pounds  are  to  be  eaten  daily.  I  have  not  learned  that  its 
application  is  limited  to  any  particular  forms  of  disease,  and  am  not  able  to 
give  you  the  name  of  the  originator  of  this  hap])y  discovery.     It  is  no\s- 
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c)\ietly  in  arc!  of  in  the  ret^ions  of  tlie  Rliuu',  to  tlie  viiu-yards  of  wliicli 
patients  an;,  tluiing  tlie  autumn,  lecoiinnendeil  to  resort.  The  second 
system  at  pivseni  less  known,  is  entitled  Aeiopathy,  and  its  paternity  is 
chiinied  by  a  iJr.  Flekeles  of  Prat^ue,  in  Bohemia.  The  partieuhirs  are 
to  be  given  in  a  book,  which  is  forthcoming,  but  its  essence  is  said  to  con- 
sist in  aUernatc  perspirations  and  exposures  to  currents  of  cold  air.  Thi 
first  of  these,  the  Traubencur,  may  be  considered  to  be  at  present  the 
fashionable  one  in  Geiinajiy,  but  will  probably  soon  yield  to  the  other,  of 
which  llie  ap|)liccibiliiy  is  much  more  general,  and  the  effects  j)robably 
more  decided. 

On  the  route  hither  1  passed  a  day  at  Halle,  the  medical  school  of 
which  is  a  very  good  one,  but  chiefly  observable  fiom  having  in  its  pos- 
session liie  anaioiiiical  museum  of  the  three  Mechels.  Some  of  the  vast 
preparations  by  the  elder  Mechel  are  exceedingly  elaborate,  and,  though 
more  than  a  ccnlury  old,  in  the  most  perfect  condition.  Connected  with 
it  is  a  very  extensive  collection  in  comparative  anatomy,  of  more  recent 
date.  Tlie  anatomical  prosector  of  the  school  claims  to  have  made  some 
discoveries  in  the  comparative  anatomy  particularly  of  vertebrated  ani- 
mals. Thi'  only  one  which  he  pointed  out  to  me,  related  to  the  difler- 
ence  in  the  lorm  and  arrangement  of  the  spinous  processes  of  the  verte- 
bra), which  he  asserts,  are  found  in  every  animal  to  be  peculiarly  and 
perfectly  adapted  lo  the  movements  and  uses  retjuired  of  them.  1  have  a 
faitU  idea,  which  is  j)eihaps  in  the  minds  of  some  of  your  readers  a  vivid 
one,  of  having,  a  long  lime  ago,  on  the  other  side  of  the  water,  read  and 
listened  to  substantially  the  same  statements.  I  intend  shortly  lo  leave 
for   Vienna,  and  may  write  to  you  again.  John  H.  Dix. 


NOTK^K   OF   Tin;    LA  IK   DR  JOHN  SCAMMELL,  OF  BELLINGHAM. 

(( '((iiiimiiiiciiU'ti  for  tlic  noston  Medical  and  Suruical  Journal.] 

Dh.  ScAMMf:r.L  was  l;oiii  in  IVIendon,  Mass.,  Dec  30,  1761,  and  died  in 
J^ellingham,  March  9th,  1845.  After  serving  out  a  short  tour  of  duty 
in  the  Rev^olutionary  Army,  he  entered  upon  the  duties  of  his  profession 
(having  spent  the  period  of  pupilage  under  the  direction  of  his  father)  be-^ 
fore  he  had  arrived  at  the  age  of  2 1 .  His  father  and  grandfather,  the  latter 
of  whom  emigraUMl  from  England,  were  both  acceptable  physicians  in  the 
town  of  Mendon.  The  grandfather,  who  had  studied  medicine  before  his 
emiiiration,  did  not  intend  to  practise;  but  a  neighbor,  being  taken  sud- 
denly sick,  and  physicians,  in  those  days,  not  being  found  at  every  third 
house,  he  called  in  and  prescribed  for  him.  The  patient  being  soon  re- 
lieved, and  the  Or.'s  secret  now  out,  he  quickly  found  himself  employed 
in  a  large  circle  of  practice. 

Tile  subject  of  the  present  notice  was  actively  engaged,  for  more  than 
fori}/  years,  in  the  laborious  and  responsible  duties  of  his  profession  ;  and 
always  enjoyed,  in  an  unusual  degree,  the  respect  of  his  professional 
neighbors  as  well  as  the  confidence  of  his  numerous  patients.  In  the  va- 
riou-^.  relations  of  social  and   private  life,  Dr.  S.  was  highly  esteemed,  al- 
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ways  (riscliar^in^  tli<»  (hides  of  those  rehitions  in  a  ivianiKT  alike  hoiioral)le 
lo  hiniseh"  and  criulilahle  to  tiic  coiiiiiiuiiily  auionij;  wlioui  his  lot  was 
cast.  Mis  memory  will  lon«r  be  cherished  by  those  who  have  been  bene- 
fited 1)\-  his  counsels  as  a  physician,  and  a  larg(^  circle  of  accjuaintance 
w  ill  look  hack  with  pleasant  n^collections  upon  llui  many  a<^reeahle  hours 
lh(\v  have  j^assed  in  his  con)[)any. 

For  the  last  tw  enty  years,  Dr.  S.,  by  reason  of  infirmities,  consequent 
\\\\o\\  a  rheumatic  atlection,  had  ceased  to  visit  his  patients  ;  thou<^h,  until 
latc^lv,  his  opinion  and  prescriptions  were  frequently  soui^ht  by  those  who 
were  able  to  ho  carried  to  his  residence.  Last  April,  having  now  become 
very  decrepid,  so  as  to  be  obliged  to  support  himself  with  two  staves  while 
walkini:.  the  doctor  had  a  fall  upon  the  ground,  by  which  his  thigh-hone 
w  as  fractured  near  the  trochanter.  This  fracture  never  united,  and  liom 
this  time  he  was  confined  to  his  bed.  His  death  was  rather  the  result 
of  old  age  than  a  consecjuence  of  the  injury. 

Mcfuhn,  Ms.,  March  I5th,  1845.  Jno.  George  Metcalf. 


CORONERS'   FEES  TO   PHYSICIANS. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir. — I  noticed  in  yours  of  March  12th,  1S45,  an  article  entitled  '•  Post^ 
mortem  Fees  at  Coroners''  Inquests.''^  In  relation  to  that  subject  1  would 
remark,  that  an  order  was  introduced  to  the  Legislature  of  Massachu.setts, 
at  their  last  session,  directing  the  Committee  of  the  Judiciary  to  examine 
into  the  expediency  of  making  provision  by  law,  for  a  suitable  compen- 
sation to  physicians  called  upon  by  a  coroner  to  make  a  post-mortem  ex- 
amination. The  committee  reported  that  it  w^as  inexpedient  to  legislate 
upon  the  subject.  On  being  inquired  of  by  the  mover  of  the  order,  the 
committee  informed  him,  that  a  physician  being  called  upon  by  a  coroner 
to  make  ^l  post-mortem  examination,  has  a  right  to  charge  the  coroner  a 
suitable  compensation  for  the  service,  and  that  the  law  will  enable  him 
to  recover  it,  in  the  same  manner  as  lor  professional  services  in  any  other 
case.  The  coroner  has  his  remedy  against  the  State  or  county.  See 
Revised  Statutes,  chap.  140,  sec.  11.  E.  Buck. 

Boston,  March  Tith,  1845. 

[Messrs.  Bell  of  Boston,  Paige  of  New  Bedford,  Hopkinson  of  Lowell, 
Phelps  of  Ware,  Chapin  of  Uxbridge,  Osgood  of  Northfield,  and  Galpin 
of  Stockbridge,  constituted  the  committee  referred  to  in  the  above  commu- 
nication.— Ed.] 


VACCINATION  AND   INOCULATION. 

[At  a  meeting  of  the  Medical  and  Chirurgical  Society,  in  London,  Jan. 
28,  Dr.  George  Gregory,  Physician  to  the  Smallpox  Hospital,  gave  some 
account  of  the  variolous  epidemic  of  1844,  and  also  made  some  very 
important  suggestions  in  regard  to  the  methods  of  preventing  the  liability 
to  contract  the  disease.     The  following  is  from  the  Lancet.] 
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After  noticini(  the  remarkaMe  iVeeflom  from  small|X)X  wliich  the  me- 
tropolis enjoyed  during  the  years  l84'<^-3,  tlie  author  adveited  to  the  rise 
of  the  present  epidemic,  which  he  dates  from  the  21st  Marcli,  1844, 
when  the  weekly  deaths  by  smallpox  suddenly  rose  from  twenty  to  tliirty, 
and  have  continued  progressing  (with  some  irregularities)  from  that  p<;riod 
to  tlie  present. 

The  admissions  into  the  Smallpox  Hospital,  in  1844,  amounted  to  647, 
and  exceeded  by  one  the  admissions  in  the  great  epidemic  of  1781,  be- 
ins;,  with  the  exception  of  1838  (when  the  epidemic  raged  throughout  the 
entire  year),  the  greatest  number  ever  received  into  the  Hospital  since  its 
foundation  in  1746.  The  character  of  the  disease  was  severe.  The 
deaths  amounted  to  151,  being  at  the  rate  of  twenty-three  and  a  half  per 
cent.  In  1781,  when  the  same  number  of  patients  was  admitted,  the 
deaths  were  257,  being  at  the  rate  of  forty  per  cent. 

Of  the  total  admitted,  312  were  reported  to  have  been  vaccinated, 
and  had  cognizable  cicatrices  ;  22  professed  to  have  been  vaccinated,  but 
no  scars  were  detected  ;  two  alleged,  but  on  unsatisfactory  grounds,  that 
they  had  been  inoculated  for  smallpox  in  early  life. 

Among  the  312  vaccinated,  100  had  the  disease  in  the  very  mild  form 
usually  called  the  varioloid  ;  in  a  certain  number  no  mitigation  was  ob- 
served ;  of  the  whole  number,  24  died,  being  at  the  rate  of  nearly  eight 
per  cent.  On  this  section  of  the  admissions,  many  of  the  cases  received 
during  the  year  displayed  features  of  individual  interest.  A  variety  of 
them  were  stated  in  detail. 

A  remarkable  feature  in  the  history  of  the  past  year  was  the  increasing 
desire  on  the  part  of  the  public  for  re-vaccination. 

Founding  his  views  on  the  now  indisputable  fact  that  smallpox  spreads 
as  widely  without  as  with  accompanying  inoculation,  and  on  the  now 
equally  established  fact,  that  smallpox  after  vaccination  proves  fatal  at 
the  rate  of  sev^en  per  cent.,  while  inoculated  smallpox  is  fatal  only  at  the 
rate  of  one  fifth,  or  one  in  500,  the  author  proceeded  to  argue  that  it  is 
unwise  to  prevent  variolous  inoculation  in  toto.  Persons  verging  on  pu- 
berty might,  he  said,  \\'ith  great  prospect  of  advantage,  be  Inoculated  af- 
ter vaccination  in  early  life.  If,  as  happened  in  the  case  of  his  own  son, 
the  inoculation  failed  to  produce  constitutional  symptoms,  the  permanent 
security  of  the  party  was  fully  established  ;  on  the  other  hand,  if  febrile 
symptoms  followed,  the  disease  would  probably  be  mild  ;  and  at  all  events, 
would  be  undergone  under  the  watchful  eye  and  care  of  parents.  As  it 
is,  the  disease  is  often  received  at  a  ])eriod  of  life  the  most  distressing — 
as  by  young  women  on  the  eve  of  marriage,  by  mothers  in  confinement, 
or  by  young  men  just  embarking  for  India. 

The  author  instanced  a  variety  of  other  important  objects  which  might 
be  gained  by  a  repeal  of  that  part  of  the  "Vaccination  Extension  Act" 
of  1840,  which  prohibits  qualified  medical  practitioners  from  inoculating 
in  England  and  Ireland,  and  he  concluded  by  recommending  to  the  legis- 
lature such  a  measure ;  and  to  the  medical  profession  (where  such  per- 
mission may  be  granted),  the  establishment  of  a  system  of  Infantile  vac- 
cination, strengthened  and  made  doubly  sure  by  adult  inoculation. 
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Tl)(>  pi'acllcc;  oC  iiioculalion  mii;lil  usefully  he;  rrslricti'd  i'unn  iIk;  pc^riod 
of  life  »'xt(;n(liu<r  I'roni  ihc  -diiv.  of  JO  lu  "20. 

Dr.  VV(;l)ster  tlu)Uii;ht  the  Society  and  the  profession  were  luueh  obliged 
to  Dr.  Greii;()ry   for  the   excellcMit   paper  ju.sl   n.'ad,  which   contained   so 
many  important  facts  and  statistical    details   upon    a  suhj(H't   of  gnjat  in- 
ter(\st.      II'.'  did  not  at  present  intend  to  enter  upon  the  various  p(jints  al- 
luded to  by  the  author;  indeed,  it  would  he  diflicult  to  controvert  many 
of  the  conclusions  come  to  hy  Dr.  Gregory,  who  had  such  am})le  oppor- 
tunities, and  was  so  well  qualified,  to  form  correct  opinions  respecting  vac- 
cination.     1  low cn(!r,  there  was   one   important   infeience  which  he  (Dr. 
W.)  dn^w  from  the  paper,  namely,  that  the  ])uhlic,  notwithstanding  the 
doubts  of  some  on  the  subject,  now  a})peared  to  have  greater  confidence 
than  pnn^iously  in  the  protective  infiuence  of  the  cow^})ox,  as  shown  by 
tlie  larger  number  of  applications  for  re- vaccination  at  the  Smallpox  Hos- 
pital, during  the  past  than   any  previous  year.     This  was   very  satisfac- 
tory, and  induced  him  to  ask  the  autlior,  wiiether  many  cases  of  small- 
[)ox  occurring  after  re-\  accination  had  come  under  his  own  notice,  as  that 
would  prove  the  efficacy  of  re- vaccination,  from  rendering  the  individual 
less  susceptible  of  smallpox  than  previously.     He  (Dr.  W.)  was   most 
unwilling  to  disbeheve  in  the  protective  influence  of  vaccination,  when 
j)roi)erly  performed ;  and,  in  proof  of  its  efficacy,  he  would  mention   a 
strong  instance  which  lately  came  under  his  immediate  observation  in  a 
large  establishment  he  frequently  visits.     In  March  last,  one  of  the  crimi- 
nal lunatics  confined  in  Bethlehem  Hospital  was  attacked  with  symptoms 
of  variola,  but  having  been  previously  vaccinated,  the  disease  assumed  a 
mild  form.     One  or  two  other  inmates  were   then  afiected,  and  the  com- 
plaint subsequently  extended  to  the  other  wards.     Of  the  patients  attack- 
ed, unfortunately  one  had  never  been  vaccinated.     In   this  case  the  dis- 
ease assumed  a  most  virulent  form,  and  terminated  fatally  in  a  few  days. 
This  was  the  only  death  met  with  ;  and  although  five  or  six  other  in- 
stances occurred,  despite  the  strictest  surveillance  and  seclusion  of   the 
))atients,  the  malady  did   not   spread    further,   which  would  have  been 
a  most  serious  matter  in   an  institution   like   Bethlehem  Hospital,  hav- 
ing a  population  of  about  700,  including  the  lunatics  and  the  residents  of 
the   house  of  occupations.     How  tlie  smallpox  was  first  introduced  into 
the  criminal  wing  it  is  difficult  to   determine ;  for  although  every  inquiry 
was  made,  it  was  impossible  to  trace  its  origin.     The  person  fii*st  attacked 
had  held  no  communication  beyond  the  walls  of  his  ow  n  division  of  the 
establishment,  excepthig  by  a  letter  he  received  from  a  distant  part  of  the 
country  ;  but  this  could   not  have  produced  the  disease.     It  is,  however, 
right  to  mention,  that  smallpox  then  prevailed  at  a  little  distance  from  the 
Hospital,  in  South  Lambeth,  and   as  westerly  w^nds  prevailed  much   at 
the  lime,  perhaps  the  infection  might  have  been  wafted  in  this  way  to  the 
prisoner.     He  would  like  to  ask   Dr.  Gregory's  opinion  on  this  subject. 
Respecting  the  important  ])roposition  of  the  author  to  resume  the  old  and 
now   illegal  practice  of  inoculation,  that    was  a  very  grave  subject,  and 
required  most  mature  deliberation.      He  (Dr.  ^V.)  acknowledged,  although 
disposed  to   pay  every  respect  to  an  act  of  the  legislature,  that  he  did 
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not  consider  parliament  to  be  the  best  tribunal  to  settle  dispu^*^!  points  in 
mt'dieal  practice  ;  and  cases  niii^ht  arise,  whtii  inorulntion  iiiiLdit  b«;  ad- 
visable ;  of  course,  only  qualitied  persons  should  be  alUnvcd  to  pcrl'onn 
sucli  an  operation,  wliilst  the  greatest  care  and  precautions  were  always 
taken  to  prevent  the  dissennnation  of  so  virulent  a  disease  as  smallpox 
sometimes  appears,  even  when  artificially  produced. 

Dr.  Gregory,  in  reference  to  one  of  the  questions  of  Dr.  Webster,  re- 
marked that  the  paper  contained  the  case  of  a  girl  named  Eagle,  which 
in  itself  was  an  answer  to  the  query.  This  girl  had  been  vaccinated  in 
inlancy,  and  subsequently  re-vacclnated  with  great  care  ;  siie  nevertheless 
became  a  patient  of  the  Smallpox  Hospital.  These  cases  were  not  un- 
common. It  might  be  urged  against  thc^  validity  of  tiiese  cases,  that 
neither  vaccination  nor  re-vaccination  had  been  properly  performed. 
These  objections  were  easily  made  and  dlflicult  to  contradict.  With  re- 
spect to  the  mode  of  the  introduction  of  th(^  snrallpox  into  Bethlehem 
Hospital,  as  mentioned  by  Dr.  Webster,  he  thought  it  hardly  probable, 
though  It  might  be  possible. 

iVIr.  Davies  (Hanq3stead)  had,  in  1798,  receiv^ed  orders  to  inoculate 
every  man  in  his  regiment,  in  whom  there  was  not  some  unequivocal  marks 
of  the  smallpox.  Two  of  the  soldiers  informed  him  that  they  had  had  the 
co\\'})ox,  having  been  employed  in  Yorkshire  as  cow  boys,  and  that  there- 
lore  it  was  useless  to  inoculate  them.  Neitherof  these  men  took  smallpox, 
although  he  inoculated  them  a  great  number  of  times.  He  attributed  the 
failure  of  vaccination  either  to  the  useless  mode  in  which  it  was  perfomi- 
ed,  or  to  the  carelessness  of  parents  in  failing  to  give  the  surgeon  an  op- 
portunity of  verifying  the  success  of  the  operation.  He  related  a  case  in 
which  he  had  vaccinated  an  infant  suckling  at  the  breast  of  its  mother, 
wdio  was  suffering  from  smallpox;  the  infant  did  not  contract  the  disease, 
though  it  continued  at  the  breast  ;  the  mother  died  from  the  attack.  He 
related  an  instance  to  show  the  importance  of  vaccinating  from  a  proper 
vesicle.  He  had  vaccinated  several  members  of  a  family,  and  re-vacci- 
nated them  a  few  days  after.  He  was  subsequently  requested  to  vacci- 
nate other  children  from  an  arm,  the  appearance  of  which  he  did  not  ap- 
prove of,  and  declined  to  operate.  The  children  were  subsequently  vac- 
cinated from  this  arm  by  another  practitioner,  and  every  one  of  these  suf- 
fered afterwards  from  smallpox,  whilst  those  he  (Mr.  D.)  vaccinated  all 
escaped. 

IV]  r.  Streeter  inquired  the  experience  of  Dr.  Gregory  in  reference  to  the 
occurrence  of  smallpox  during  pregnancy.  He  had  seen  two  cases  of 
the  kind — one  in  1638,  and  one  since;  the  patients  were  six  months  ad- 
vanced in  pregnancy,  and  recovered. 

Dr.  Gregory  had  met  with  cases  of  smallpox  occurring  during  preg- 
nancy on  more  than  one  occasion.  The  violence  of  the  disease,  since 
the  prev^alence  of  vaccination,  had  Allien  on  the  parents  and  adults  gene- 
rally, rather  than  on  the  children.  He  did  not  agree  with  Dr.  Williams  as 
to  the  identity  between  smallpox  and  vaccinia,  and  thought  that  that 
gentleman  had  committed  two  main  errors  in  his  pathology.  Natural  and 
inoculated  variola  were  in  no  degree  different  in  their  power,  as  had  been 
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fi\n|iUMill\'  provcrl  In  rnscs  of  consecutive^  siiiallpoK  nflcr  ihc  natiinil  or  iri- 
ocuIuUhI  (listMsc.  lie  l)('licvc(i  thai  ihcrc  was  only  an  approach  lo  identity 
betwciMi  smallpox  and  vaccinia,  but  not  more  than  hotwec^n  measles  and 
scarlet  lever.  lie  related  a  case  in  \\\\\v\\  an  a^^od  couple  were  vaccinated 
to  })reserve  thiMii  iiom  smallpox,  although  in  early  life  they  had  hficn  in- 
oculated. Perfect  vaccine  vesicles  were  prodnc(;d  on  their  arms.  If  vac- 
cination were  thus  snccessful  at  an  advanced  age,  and  subsequent  to  in- 
oculation, he  thought  it  a  strong  proof  of  the  non-id(!ntity  of  small])OX 
and  vaccinia.  Many  facts,  indeed,  might  be  adduced  in  support  of  lliis 
non-identity. 

Dr.  Williams  alluded  to  the  experiments  of  Mr.  Ceely,  as  conclusive 
evidence  in  favor  of  the  identity  of  tlie  two  diseases.  The  cas<;s  related 
by  Dr.  Gregory  did  not  militate  against  this  identity,  any  more  than  did 
the  occurrence  of  smallpox  after  vaccination. 

Dr.  A.  P.  Stewart  made  reference  to  a  number  of  cases  which  had  oc- 
curred in  his  practice,  all  tending  to  prov^e  that  vaccination  was  a  suffi- 
cient pnu'enlive  to  smallpox,  when  it  was  properly  and  efficiently  per- 
formed. When  it  liiiled,  it  had  not  been  properly  applied.  In  confirma- 
tion of  this  view,  he  referred  to  the  lately-published  report  of  the  Koyal 
Jennerian  Institution.  His  experience  at  the  Glasgow^  Infirmary  enabled 
bim  to  confirm  a  statement  of  Dr.  Cowan,  that  smallpox  in  that  city  w^as 
perpetuated  chiefly  by  the  unvaccinated  Highland  population.  M.  Cho- 
mel  had  well  said,  that  we  "  could  not  expect  more  from  vaccination  than 
from  smallpox  itself,"  for  in  many  cases  smallpox,  and  that  of  the  worst 
kind,  had  attacked  the  same  person  tw^ice  or  thrice,  and  terminated  fatally. 

Dr.  Gregory  remarked,  that,  even  if  his  plan  were  fully  carried  out, 
still  nearly  one  half  of  mankind  would  be  under  the  protection  of  Jenner's 
discovery,  for  one  half  of  the  children  born  in  Liverpool  died  before  pu- 
berty, and  300  out  of  every  1000  born  in  London  did  not  reach  adult 
age.     The  remaining  portion  only  would  be  subjected  to  inoculation. 
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Origin  of  Ergot. — In  the  course  of  a  botanical  lecture,  the  other  day, 
before  the  Lowell  Institute,  Dr.  Gray  presented  some  exceedingly  large 
diagrams,  illustrative  of  the  true  appearance  of  spurred  rye,  under  a  power- 
ful microscope.  It  is  now  settled,  beyond  all  further  question,  that  the 
grains  that  become  diseased  in  the  ear,  and  which  are  well  known  to  pos- 
sess extraordinary  medicinal  properties,  have  growing  upon  them  a  parasite 
plant.  Minute  as  it  is,  when  magnified,  it  actually  astonishes  the  specta- 
tor with  the  luxuriance  of  its  growth.  The  roots  shoot  through  the  kernel 
of  the  rye  in  all  directions,  while  the  epidermis  is  covered  with  a  minia- 
ture forest.  But  the  wonder  does  not  stop  here.  This,  like  all  the  fungi, 
including  the  mould  in  cheese  and  on  bread,  produces  seeds  in  prodigious 
abundance,  wholly  invisible  to  the  unassisted  eye,  which   fall  down  by  the 
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stalk,  where  they  remain  without  germination,  nil  tlie  proper  food  provid- 
ed by  nature  for  tiie  sustenance  of  tlie  bliglit  is  introdueed  into  tlie  soil, 
when  tliey  are  immedi.uely  quickened  into  life — and  bein;^  carried  up  on 
the  risinir  fj^rain,  seize  with  their  unperceived  tendrils  the  tender  blossoms, 
and  finally  come  to  maturity  in  fungoidizing  the  rye. 

If  we  understood  Dr.  Gray  rightly,  this  peculiar  parasite  also  appears  on 
some  other  cultivated  grains,  and  even  grasses,  but  rye  exhibits  its  most 
perfect  development,  and  consecjucntly  suffers  an  entire  destruction  of  its 
original  organization.  Ercjot,  therefore,  owes  its  origin  to  the  modifying 
influence  of  fungi,  which  are  as  perfect  in  structure  as  the  highest  orders 
in  tlie  vegetable  kingdom.  There  is  nothing  fortuitous  in  the  process, 
either.  The  seeds  are  produced,  dispersed,  and  germinate  in  the  same 
manner  those  do  which  are  tangible.  In  fact,  there  is  a  strikirig  resem- 
blance in  the  economy  of  these  humble,  unseen,  and  almost  unsuspected 
agents  of  nnture,  and  the  common  puiV  balls.  These  apparently  useless 
things,  which  seem  to  contain  nothing  i)ut  an  impalpable  powder,  like 
smoke,  even  when  of  the  smallest  dimensions,  throw  off  millions  of  seeds. 
These  seeds  arc  so  light,  that  they  are  borne  through  the  atnuv^phere,  un- 
perceived, and  ultimately  settle  down  upon  the  earth.  There  they  remain, 
dormant,  i)erhaps  hunilreds  of  years,  till,  in  the  course  of  event'^,  the  accu- 
mulation of  that  certain  something,  necessary  for  the  sustenance  of  the  in- 
cipient plant,  is  deposited  in  ample  quantity  to  rouse  the  seeds  from  their 
long  slumber,  when  a  crop  of  pntr  balls  makes  its  appearance,  to  the  sur- 
prise of  those  who  have  not  studied  that  captivati^ig  branch  of  botany  ex- 
planatory of  these  phenomena. 

According  to  Dr.  Gray's  explanations,  therefore,  a  field  of  ergot  might 
be  raised  with  a  degree  of  certainty.  By  sowing  with  rye  gathered  where 
the  spur  had  previously  appeared,  the  reproduction  of  the  same  fungous 
enlargement  might,  under  ordinary  circumstances,  be  expected. 


A  New  Hospital  in  Ho^ton. — Such  is  the  increasing  population  of  Bos- 
ton, that  philanthropists  perceive  that  more  hospital  accommodations  are 
required.  The  Massachusetts  General  Hospital  has  grown  into  a  colossal 
institution,  but  still  it  does  not  and  cannot  receive  all  the  applicants  for 
charitable  medical  and  surgical  treatment.  By  the  very  nature  of  its  or- 
ganization, there  are  many  free  beds, 'so  called,  actually  purchased  by 
wealthy  gentlemen,  who  have  given  large  sums  of  money  to  the  hospital — 
and  they  have  the  privilege  of  sending  their  friends,  and,  indeed,  any  per- 
sons they  may  choose,  to  occupy  them — and  while  there,  they  receive  every 
possible  attention,  without  cost  to  them'^elves  or  additional  expense  to  their 
kind  patrons.  The  number  of  beds  belonging  to  the  corporation,  which 
are  occupied  by  persons  paying  by  the  week,  has  been  too  small,  and  hence 
the  late  successful  subscription  was  undertaken,  to  enlarge  the  edifice  by 
additional  wings.  This  will  simply  make  more  room  for  those  who  are 
able  to  bear  the  cost  of  becoming  inmates.  With  the  constant  rush  of 
strangers  to  the  city,  now  the  great  commercial  centre  of  the  north,  the 
additional  rooms,  it  is  thought,  will  speedily  be  found  inadequate  to  supply 
the  demand  for  them.  All  this  while,  there  is  a  class  of  highly  respectable 
sufferers,  who  can  neither  afford  to  pay  for  a  bed,  nor  can  they  possibly 
procure  a  free  one,  an<'  they  deserve  a  better  fate  than  to  go  to  the  alms- 
house.    This  description  of  patients  is  believed  to  be  very  numerous,  and 
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it  is  quite  certain  that  \\liiio  society  exists  in  its  present  form,  their  num- 
ber will  never  be  k'ss.  A  hospital,  at  tliis  present  moment,  exclusively  lor 
then),  wonld  (lc)iii)tl('ss  bo  well  lilhMl. 

Dispensaries  dt)  not  iii(M>t  the  exii^ency  of  the  case  at  all,  and  it  is  per- 
fectly idle  to  attem])t  to  \)x\u<^  them  forward  as  a  reason  why  such  a  hosj)i- 
tal  is  not  needed.  At  i'.ast  Boston — which  is  destined,  from  all  appearances, 
to  become  tlu^  manufactnrinjr  section  of  the  city,  and  which  will  have  a 
dense  popniation  within  con)j)aratively  a  few  years — land  is  cheap,  and  am- 
ple grounds  niiifht  be  secured  at  a  reasonable  rate.  We  look  to  East  Bos- 
ton, therefore,  as  a  proper  place  for  the  location  of  a  new  hospital  at  no 
very  remote  period.  With  the  known  benevolence  of  the  citizc^ns  of  this 
rich  and  pi^j)ulous  i)lace,  we  have  full  confidence  in  believing  that  a  large 
subscription  might  be  secured  at  once,  for  so  humane  and  useful  an 
object. 

Pro^ccittion  for  Malpractice. — Within  a  few  months  past,  a  prosecution 
was  commenced  in  this  city  against  a  surgeon  at  Lowell.  He  had  operat- 
ed upon  a  female,  and  had  done  all  that  any  one  could  have  accomplished 
with  instruments,  on  internally  diseased  eyes  ;  but  she  probably  hoped  to 
get  a  comfortable  sum  in  the  form  o^  damage  at  laiv,  in  consequence  of  not 
being  relieved.  The  whole  unrighteous  effort  was  quashed  at  the  outset, 
by  the  testimony  of  one  or  two  oculists  of  Boston. 

For  the  purpose  of  exhibiting  the  character  of  prosecutions  for  malprac- 
tice, and  for  the  sake  of  exposing  the  motives  which  prompt  unprincipled 
people  to  advise  such  measures,  it  would  be  gratifying  to  publish  the  par- 
ticulars in  this  instance.     Who  will  favor  the  Journal  with  the  facts? 


Foreign  Medical  Intelligence. — A  communication  appears  in  the  Jour- 
nal to-day,  from  Dr.  Dix,  a  well-known  physician  and  oculist  of  Boston, 
who  has  been  in  Europe  some  time  past,  improving  himself  in  ophthalmic 
*  surgery,  to  which  he  is  particularly  devoted,  almost  to  the  exclusion  of 
other  professional  business.  At  the  latest  date  he  was  in  Berlin,  where 
his  published  letter  is  dated,  having  visited  all  the  great  establishments  of 
the  continent,  which  promised  any  thing  worthy  of  special  regard  in  his 
favorite  department.  Incidentally,  we  are  informed  that  Dr.  Dix  is  ex- 
pecting to  return  home  about  June. 


Dictionary  of  Practical  Medicine. — Part  Fourth  of  Copeland's  much- 
sought-for  work,  comprising  general  pathology,  the  nature  and  treatment 
of  diseases,  morbid  structures,  &lc.  came  through  Mr.  Mussey,  of  Cornhill, 
early  last  week.  It  will  be  recollected  that  the  revision  and  additions,  to 
bring  it  down  to  the  last  moment  of  publication,  are  made  by  Dr.  Lee,  of 
New  York,  who  is  doing  all  in  his  power  to  give  to  it  the  character  the 
medical  public  has  been  led  to  expect.  This  number  completes  all  arti- 
cles under  the  letter  C,  and  closes  with  a  finished  paper  on  delirium  irith 
tremor.  Fifty  cents,  only,  is  the  subscription  })rice  for  the  monthly  parts 
of  this  excellent  American  edition,  which  may  be  had  of  the  booksellers  in 
all  our  large  cities.     The  Harpers,  of  New  York,  are  the  publishers. 


Insane  Ho.'ipital,  Maine. — Dr.  James  Bates,  of  Norridgewock,  has  been 
elected  medical  superintendent  of  this  institution,  in  place  of  Dr.  Ray,  re- 
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cently  resiirned.  Dr.  J.  Picscott,  of  Funnin^ton,  Dr.  Swett,  of  Pardons- 
fieUl,  and  Dr.  Booth,  lormerly  assistant  pliysician  of  the  hospital,  were  can- 
didates also  for  the  (;tHce. 


The  New  Anatomy  Lam  in  Massachusitts. — Tlie  following  Act,  wliich 
is  officially  styled  '*  An  Act  concerninor  the  Study  of  Medicine,"  was  pass- 
ed during  the  last  month  hy  our  Legislature,  being  a  modification  of  tiie 
Act  passed  in  ls:Jl   "  to  legalize  the  Study  of  Anatomy  in  certain  cases.  ' 

"  Si:cT.  1.  The  overseers  of  the  poor  of  any  town,  and  the  mayor  and 
aldermen  of  any  city  in  this  Commonwealth,  shall,  upon  recjuest,  give  per- 
mission to  any  regular  physician,  duly  qualified  according  to  law,  to  take 
the  dead  bodies  of  such  persons  as  are  required  to  be  buried  at  the  public 
expense,  within  their  respective  towns,  or  cities,  to  be  by  him  used  within 
this  Commonwealth  for  the  advancement  of  anatomical  science,  preference 
bein<r  always  given  to  medical  schools  by  law  established  in  this  Stale,  for 
their  use  in  the  instruction  of  students;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  all  per- 
sons haviniT  charge  of  any  poor-house,  work-house,  or  house  of  industry,  in 
which  any  person,  reipiired  to  be  buried  at  the  public  expense,  shall  die, 
immediatelv  to  give  notice  thereof  to  the  overseers  of  the  poor  of  the  town, 
or  the  mayor  and  alderinen  of  the  city  in  which  such  death  shall  occur, 
and  the  dead  body  of  such  person  shall  not,  except  in  cases  of  necessity, 
be  buried,  nor  shall  the  same  be  dissected  or  mutilated  until  such  notice 
shall  have  been  given,  and  permission  therefor  granted,  by  said  overseers 
or  mayor  and  aldermen. 

"  Sect.  2.  No  such  body  shall  in  any  case  be  surrendered,  if  the  de- 
ceased person,  during  his  last  sickness,  of  his  own  accord,  requested  to  be 
buried,  or  if,  within  twenty-four  hours  after  his  death,  any  person  claiming 
to  be  of  kindred  or  a  friend  to  the  deceased,  and  satisfying  the  proper 
authority  tliereof,  shall  re(iuire  to  have  the  body  buried,  or  if  such  deceased 
per.son  was  a  stranger  or  traveller  who  suddenly  died  ;  but  the  dead  body 
shall,  in  all  such  cases,  be  buried,  and  no  body  shall  be  surrendered  until 
the  physician  requesting  the  same  shall  give  to  the  board,  by  whose  order 
the  same  is  to  be  surrendered,  the  bond  required  by  the  twelfth  section 
of  the  twenty-second  chapter  of  the  Revised  Statutes. 

**  Sect.  3.  The  tenth  and  eleventh  sections  of  the  twenty-second  chap- 
ter of  the  Revised  Statutes,  are  hereby  repealed. 

•'  Sect.  4.     This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its  passage." 

The  word  friend  has  heretofore  nnule  the  difficulty.  The  mayor  and 
aldermen  of  any  city  and  the  overseers  of  towns,  are  to  decide  who  are 
fricnch  in  this  case — and  the  individual  so  declaring  himself,  must  have 
his  claim  submitted  for  examination  before  he  can  take  the  body  he  applies 
for  in  the  character  of  a  friend,  or  have  it  buried. 


Creosote  in  Seasickness. — To  the  Editor.  Dear  Sir, — A  medical 
friend  writes  me  that  he  recently  had  occasion,  while  at  sea,  to  make  trial 
of  the  creosote  as  a  remedy  for  this  complaint,  and  found  it  of  decided 
effect  in  preventing  the  nausea  and  removing  the  sickness,  so  universally 
attendant  upon  a  sea  voyage.  He  had  previously  taken  other  remedies 
^without  effect.     The  dose  taken  was  one  drop.     I  am  aware  that  this  has 
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Ikhmi  rcronunoiided,  hut  am  coiifichMit  that  it  is  as  vot  hut  little  knoun  in 
the  trcatiniMii  of  th:il  most  dislrcssiiif^r  of  all  maladies — "  uaiisca  marina." 
Boston,  Mdnli  '^'i,  lh'4;>.  lieypectluUy,  Vvvv.   Va)\v.  (>[,ivi:k. 


Alcoholic  DrinlxS. — Tho  followififj  cortificato  lias  hoon  siirnod  hy  120 
highly  rospcrtahlc  medical  men  in  JMiirland.  It  is  thontrjit  that  it  will  yet 
be  nnich  more  numerously  signed,  though  it  has  been  found  very  difhcult, 
thus  far,  tt)  draw  uj)  a  |)a[)er  which  in  style,  laiiirungd  i\nd  jjJirasft  will  suit 
all  minds. 

"  We  are  of  opinion  that  there  is  no  principle  of  strength  or  nourisliment' 
for  the  liuman  frame  in  alcohol,  or  generally  in  drinks  of  whicli  it  forms  a 
part,  sucli  as  ardent  spirits,  fermented  wines,  cider,  ale,  beer,  porter,  and 
others  ;  that  any  trilling  portion  of  nourishment  contained  in  the  last  three 
is  greatly  exceeded  by  that  in  barley  water,  porridge,  or  gruel,  made  from  an 
equal  quantity  of  grain  ;  that  alcoholic  beverages  generate  ultimate  weak- 
ness instead  of  strength ;  that  alcohol  never  entirely  assimilates  with  the 
corporeal  system  ;  that  intoxicating  fluids  are  in  no  wise  necessary  to  per- 
sons in  ordinary  health,  nor  are  they  required  for  any  particular  constitu- 
tion ;  that  the  daily  or  habitual  use  of  any  portion  of  them  (much  more 
what  has  been  generally,  but  erroneously,  thought  a  moderate  portion)  is 
prejudicial  to  health;  that  the  excitement  or  cordial  feeling  they  create  is 
mere  stinmlation,  which  departs  in  a  short  time,  and  is  unproductive  of 
any  element  of  real  strength;  and  that,  contrary  to  ordinary  opinion,  the 
health  and  average  comfort  of  the  nation  would  be  greatly  promoted  by 
their  entire  disuse  as  beverages." 


Percuro  Pills. — Having  been  informed  that  the  percnro  pills,  referred  to 
a  few  weeks  since  in  the  Journal,  were  not  made  by  Dr.  Kelly,  as  we 
then  stated,  we  cheerfully  correct  the  error.  We  were  led  into  it  by  a  cir- 
cular, which  must  have  been  issued  by  some  other  person,  if  the  above  in- 
formation be  correct. 


Medical  Miscellany . — The  New  Jersey  Society  of  teachers  and  friends  of 
education,  at  a  quarterly  meeting,  March  7th,  resolved,  ''  that  the  inflic- 
tion of  corporal  punishment,  as  a  penalty  of  crime,  is  justified  by  the  Bi- 
ble, and  recommended  by  the  experience  of  past  ages,  and  therefore  ought 
not  to  be  prohibited  in  schools." — Dr.  Samuel  Webber,  of  Charlestown, 
N.  H.,  has  been  elected  a  member  of  the  "  Royal  Society  oi"  Northern 
Antiquarians  at  Copenhagen." 


To  SuBscRiBKRs  AND  CoRRESPONDKNTs. — The  attention  of  subscribers  is  re- 
fj^icsiod  to  ilip  bills  wliich  have  recently  been  enclosed  in  their  copies  of  the 
Journal.  As  the-  privilege  will  not  be  enjoyed  much  longer  of  remitting  money, 
wholly  without  expense,  through  postmasters,  it  is  hoped  all  who  are  in  arrears 
will  send  the  amounts  due,  by  mail,  without  delay. 

The  communications  of  Drs.  Leonard,  Green  and  Tabor  will  have  an  early 
insertion. 

Number  of  desitlis  in  J3oslon,ror  the  week  ending  March  29,3'J— I\Inle>=,  15  ;  Females,  24.     Stillborn,  6. 

Of  consuinplion,  2— typhus  fever,  1 -cancer,  2 — diopsy  on  brain,  .'3— infantile,  4— ditiease  of  the 
brain,  1 — lung  lever,  3— dropsiy,  1  — intemperance,  1— accidental,  2 — fever  and  ague,  1— croup,  3— de- 
bility, J  — old  a;,'e,  2 — marasmus,  1— scarlet  fever,  4 — childbed,  3 — disease  of  the  heart,  1 — abscess,  i— .. 
throat  disieuijter,  I — unknown,  1. 

Under  5  years,  17— between  5  and  20  years,  3— between  20  and  60  years,  11— over  60  years,  5. 
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Itemuval  of  a  Coin  from  the  Larynx  by  Inversion  of  the  Body. — An 
individual  amusiiiif  himseitby  tossint^  up  a  sliilling,  and  catcliing  it  in  his 
rnouth,  it  slipped  through  the  i,dt)ttis.  The  accident  gave  rise  to  compara- 
tively little  inconvenience.  The  coin  seemed  to  the  patient  to  be  fixed  at 
the  cricoid  cartilage,  and  he  had  an  impression  that  it  could  be  displaced 
were  he  to  stand  on  his  head.  This  impression  corresponding  with  the 
opinion  of  Dr.  Duncan  and  his  associates — 

"  The  man  was  placed  with  his  shoulders  against  the  raised  end  of  a 
pretty  high  sofa,  and  then  being  seized  by  three  of  the  most  powerful  of 
those  present  by  the  loins  and  thighs,  he  was  rapidly  inverted,  so  as  to 
bring  the  head  into  the  dependent  position,  and,  after  a  shake  or  two.  Dr. 
Simpson  at  the  same  time  moving  the  larynx  rapidly  from  side  to  side,  the 
shilling  passed  into  the  mouth  and  fell  upon  the  floor.  Not  the  slightest 
cough  nor  dyspnoea  was  produced,  and  the  patient  immediately  started  up, 
delighted  with  the  result.  lie  was  now  perfectly  free  from  uneasiness, 
and  there  was  a  marked  change  in  the  character  of  the  voice.  He  had 
not  the  slightest  subsequent  bad  symptom." — Northern  Jour,  of  Med. 


Extirpation  of  a  Cancerous  Tumor  of  the  Velum  Palati. — M.  Blandin 
exhibited  to  the  French  Academy  of  Medicine,  a  patient  from  whom  he 
had  extirpated  the  velum  palati  by  means  of  a  ligature.  The  entire  velum  of 
this  patient  was  affected  with  cancer  as  far  as  the  pharynx ;  there  was  no 
enlargement  of  the  cervical  ganglions.  Recollecting  the  happy  results 
obtained  by  the  ligature  in  extirpating  cancerous  tumors,  especially  by  M. 
Recamier,  M.  Blandin  decided  to  try  it  in  the  present  case  ;  he  tied  all  the 
circumference  of  the  tumor  by  means  of  different  points  of  suture  ;  the 
cancer  thus  surrounded  fell  off  spontaneously  after  some  days;  a  small 
diseased  portion  still  remaining  was  surrounded  by  a  new  ligature,  which 
speedily  caused  its  falh  At  present  the  patient  is  completely  cured,  and 
M.  Blandin  called  the  attention  of  the  Academy  especially  to  the  regu- 
larity with  which  the  remains  of  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  palate  ap- 
proximated in  consequence  of  the  contraction  of  the  cicatrix,  so  as  to 
constitute  in  some  sort  a  new  velum. — London  Lancet. 


Treatment  in  Cases  of  Burn. — Dr.  VVm.  Jones,  of  Lutterworth,  has 
sent  to  us  for  publication  the  following  fact : — '*  About  twenty-five  years 
since  I  was  called  to  a  young  lady  who  was  dreadfully  burnt  on  the  thighs 
and  abdomen.  It  appeared  to  us  a  hopeless  case.  It  immediately  struck 
me  that  the  administration  of  a  very  strong  opiate  afforded  i\\e  only  shadoio 
of  a  chance  for  the  patient.  That,  therefore,  I  immediately  gave  her.  A 
tranquil  sleep  resulted.  When  its  effects  went  off  I  repeated  it,  and  I  was 
quite  surprised  not  only  to  see  how  little  she  suffered,  but  how  kindly 
the  burnt  parts  cicatrized  and  healed.  I  have  always  since  used  it  with 
great  advantage." — Ibid. 

Quackery. — One  Ira  G.  Frazer  has  been  held  to  bail  at  Troy,  in  the 
sum  of  one  thousand  dollars,  on  the  charge  of  improper  treatment  in  the 
removal  of  a  cancer  from  tlie  breast  of  a  Mrs.  Caldwell,  who,  according  to 
the  verdict  of  the  jury  of  inquest,  came  to  her  death  in  consequence  of 
his  improper  treatment. 
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Till:    FF.Vi:ilS  OF   NEW    FNCLAM). 

To  tho  E^itor  of  tho  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Dkau  SfR, — A  roniniunicalion  under  the  caption,  "  The  Autninnal  Fe- 
vers of  Now  EnL^laiid,"  lately  appeared  in  the  Boston  Medical  inul  Sur^ri- 
cal  Journal,  which  I  shall  attempt  hastily  to  review.  I  hope  not  to  be 
censured  for  difterinir  from  Dr.  Knowlton.  1  judge,  fi'om  the  character 
of  his  writings,  that  i^entleman  is  both  a  scholar  and  skilful  practitioner. 
1  do  not  seek  controversy,  and  feel  great  delicacy  in  approaching  a  sub- 
ject that  has  already  been  treated  by  a  more  powerful  pen  than  inine. 

Tlun-c  were  many  cases  of  fever  in  this  region  last  fall  and  winter. 
The  fever  presented  typhoid  symptoms,  but  in  my  practice  there  was  not 
one  genuine  case  of  typhus  or  remittent  fever.  I  have  been  taught  that 
the  word/ei'cr  by  itself  is  a  vague  term,  and  this  is  true,  for  the  same 
disorder  is  baptized  and  named  anything  tliat  is  most  convenient  for  the 
occasion  ;  hence,  for  the  same  disease,  we  hear  the  diirercnt  appellations 
typhus,  typhoid,  continued  and  remittent  ^Qwer,  This  would  be  of  little 
practical  importance,  if  diseases  were  not  sometimes  prescribed  for  accord- 
ing to  tlie  name  they  bear,  instead  of  the  actual  condition  of  the  body  ;  on 
this  account,  it  is  desirable  to  call  diseases  by  their  own  names,  for  instances 
have  happened  where  such  mistakes  have  been  fatal.  Dr.  Knowlton's 
paper  represents  the  autumnal  fevers  of  New  England  to  be  of  the  sanr^. 
kind  throughout  New  England.  If  die  fever  that  prevailed  in  Ashfield 
last  flill  was  remittent  kvei\  it  was  quite  a  different  one  from  the  epidemic 
that  visited  this  part  of  Rhode  Island  (Smithfield)  at  the  same  time.  Of 
the  fever  in  question,  I  saw  nearly  forty  cases  (from  the  latter  part  of 
summer  till  late  in  the  winter),  and  only  two  proved  fatal. 

Symptoms. — Patients  at  first  would  generally  complnin  of  pain  in  the 
head  and  limlDs  ;  of  a  burning  pain  in  the  stomach  ;  vertigo,  he.  In 
some  instances  there  was  delirium,  with  a  strong"  full  pulse  varying  from 
100  to  130.  The  respirations  were  quick;  the  skin  hot;  the  uiine 
scanty  and  high  colored.  Tenderness  of  the  stomach,  bowels,  and  liver, 
was  evident  when  pressure  was  made  on  those  regions.  The  bowels 
were  generally  confined  ;  in  some  instances  the  contrary  obtained.  The 
tongue,  at  first  \^'hite,  and  very  much  coated,  sometimes  in  the  progress 
of  the  disease  became  brown  or  blackish,  dry  and  parched.  As  the  dis- 
order advanced,  the  tongue  was  preternaturally  red  ;  the  urine  turbid  and 
scn.nty  ;  or  it  was  copious  and  clear.  The  blood,  \\hen  drawn,  was  sizv, 
10 
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with  a  biiliy  coat.     By  comparison   it  will  be  seen  that  these  differ  very 
much  iVom  the  symptoms  i^Mveii  by  Dr.  Knowlton. 

Tlie  tluration  ot"  the  disease  was  from  two  to  lour  weeks,  yet  there 
were  cases  that  continued  a  longer  period  ;  and  one  1  remember  had  no 
''  remission  "  that  I  know  of  in  63  days.  This  patient  was  imprudent 
in  several  respects,  which  doubtless  protracted  the  comj)laint. 

This  fever  is  (like  all  others)  inflammatory  in  its  nature — it  is  an  in- 
flammation of  the  gastro-intestinal  canal,  as  is  evident  fiom  its  symptoms 
and  results.  Disturbance  of  the  nervous  system  is  induced  by  congestion 
of  the  bloodvessels  of  the  encephalon,  or  of  the  liver,  or  obstructions  of 
the  2)ori  hiliarii  I  can  conceive  may  also  be  productive  of  such  de- 
rangement. 

Treatment. — Very  few  cases  called  for  general  bloodletting,  hut  in  these 
feiv  the  practice  was  indispensable.  Local  bleeding  was  more  frequently 
demanded.  Blistering  was  resorted  to  w^ith  advantaii;e.  Mustard  cata- 
plasms  on  the  extremities,  as  might  be  expected,  proved  serviceable. 
Laxatives  w  ere  daily  employed,  or  sufficiently  often  to  procure  one  or 
two  evacuations  a  day.  Mercurials  were  used  when  the  biliary  apparatus 
was  deranged,  and  at  other  times,  with  decided  benefit.  Opiates  wen? 
given  when  they  could  be  borne:  trusting  the  ])atient  to  ''  Nature's  sweet 
restorer  "  rather  than  to  medicine,  1  found  was  a  practice  of  no  small 
value,  a  practice  at  the  present  day  too  much  out  of  fashion.  Diuretics 
w^ere  never  given  unless  there  was  scantiness  of  urine.  Mucilages  and 
diluents  were  allowed  to  take  the  place  of  sudorific  drugs,  and  they  ful- 
filled their  ofhce  as  diaphoretics  in  as  high  degree  as  was  necessary. 

In  one  of  the  fatal  cases  referred  to  above,  the  patient  died  of  inflam- 
mation of  the  braiii.  She  was  probably  SO  years  old,  and  living  some  S 
or  9  miles  from  me,  was  not  visited  oftener  than  eveiy  two  or  three 
days ;  and  it  was  during  one  of  these  intervals  that  cerebral  inflamma- 
tion suddenly  set  in,  which  was  the  immediate  cause  of  death.  The 
other  one  was  to  all  appearances  doing  well,  when  judmonary  and  cere- 
i)ral  disordei's  supervened  and  carried  him  off. 

I  have  now^  given  a  very  imj)erfect  history  of  the  fever  as  it  prevailed 
here  last  year,  but  the  account,  imperfect  as  it  is,  will  show  that  the  fever 
was  not  remittent  fever.  Some  of  the  above  cases  were  watched  so  care- 
fully, that  had  there  been  any  distinct  remissions,  the  fact  woidd  not  have 
been  overlooked  ;  lor  the  regular  tenor  of  the  symptoms  was  strikingly 
remarkable.  Nor  is  this  last  a  new  idea  just  hatched  ;  it  is  a  truth  of  some 
age,  and  1  can  mention  physicians  who  agreed  with  me  on  this  point  dur- 
ing our  consultations. 

Dr.  Knowlton  comes  to  six  conclusions,  and  invites  our  attention  to 
these  six  ])articular  points  (Jour.  Vol.  XXXI J.  page  73).  Of  the  first 
and  second  of  these  ^^ points, ^^  nothing  need  be  said.  Of  the  third,  I 
only  wish  to  say  that  in  the  majority  of  my  cases,  the  nervous  system  was 
more  than  "  slightly  affected."  Of  the  fourth,  the  majority  of  patients  had 
diy  mouths  and  tongues,  and  a  "  dark  state  of  the  mouth  "  was  often 
seen.  Of  the  fifth,  "  bilious  stools,"  though  "  free,"  would  not  of  course 
benefit  the  patient  till   the  cause  that  had    induced   them  was  removed. 
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And  iiiiallv.  iiolw  iliisJ-.iiHlinL;-  tlicrc  luis  l»i'(;ii  seen  in  some  parls  of  Alassa- 
cliusdts  c'iisos  of  i\'init(('iil  ftivci',  \\\c  ii;»Mi<'ral  riiararicr  of  ihc  autiHiiiial 
levers  ol  INew  I'lii'ilaiKl  remains  imc-liaii^cd,  cspcrially  liiosc;  thai  h-ive 
lately  o(Turre<l  in  l!iis  jiaiM  ol   Rhode  Island. 

In  n^ply  to  \)i.  Iv now  1  ton's  in terroi»;a tones — why  should  not  a  modi- 
lied  form  of  rciiiUtcu.i  fever  pn'vail  anioni;-  us  ?  ^r;.,  &i,e..  !  \\\\\  m- 
(juire  ()\  him,  why  do  we  not,  lor  dio  ^(xjd  reasons  that  he  holds  fbilh. 
have;  inttriu'Uicm  fever  like;  the  inhahitants  of  th(3  "  South  [uid  West," 
with  all  its  hoirihlo  ai;iies  to  freeze  us  in  bright  SojitendxT,  and  '•  set  the 
jaundice  on  our  checks  "  ?  J.    W    F^fonard. 

Lime  Rock,  R.  L,  March  22d,  1845. 


ON  Tin:   FUNCTIONS  OF   TilE  OBLIQUE   MUSCLES  OF   TilE   LVi:. 

rCoinniuniratcd  for  Ilic  JJdslon  Medicul  ami  i?nrL'irnI  Joiininl.] 

It  is  not  the  desis^n  of  this  paper  to  give  a  fid]  exposition  of  tlie  iacis 
connected  with  tlie  investii^^ation  of  this  subject,  nor  would  it  be  expedient 
to  burden  the  patjes  of  the  Journal  with  all  that  should  be  written  in  or- 
der to  clearly  establish  tiie  positions  which  we  shall  here  take.  The 
subject  may  not  at  first  appear  to  be  of  much  importance,  but  a  littk;  at- 
tention to  it  will  indicate  the  necessity  of  a  more  careful  investigation 
than  it  has  hitherto  received. 

There  is  an  unaccountable  discrepancy  in  the  views  of  anatomica)  wri- 
ters as  to  the  functions  of  these  two  muscles.  Indeed,  scarcely  two 
agree  in  relation  to  all  the  points  under  consideration,  and  the  adage  of 
quot  homines,  tot  sententicc  would  not  be  inapplicable  to  tliese  writers. 
The  minute  anatomy  and  mechanism  of  the  obliqui  seem  rarely  to  have 
been  carefully  studied  by  them,  and  hence  the  incongruity  and  error  of 
their  statements. 

The  chief  cause  of  this  neglect  has  probably  arisen  from  the  Aict,  that 
the  practical  utility  arising  from  an  intimate  knowledge  of  all  that  relates 
to  these  organs,  has  not,  until  recently,  been  properly  appreciated.  The 
late  investigations  on  the  subject  of  strabismus  have  marked  an  era  in  the 
anatomical  as  well  as  surgical  history  of  the  eye.  The  attempt  to  remedy 
the  various  distortions  of  this  organ,  have  led  surgeons  to  examine  care- 
fully into  the  causes  of  these  deformities,  and,  in  doing  this,  diey  have 
necessarily  examined  more  carefully  the  anatomy  of  these  muscles.  In 
the  examination  of  the  authorities  on  this  subject,  we  find  a  few  who  have 
in  part  correctly  described  the  functions  of  one  or  both  of  these  muscles  ; 
l)ut  at  the  same  time  they  have  thrown  out  ideas  in  the  same  connection 
which  contribute  to  the  belief  that  their  views  were,  after  all,  rather 
conjectural. 

We  shall  commence  the  investigation  of  this  subject  by  the  description 
of  these  muscles,  according  to  the  latest  and  b(3st  authorities  and  our  o\vn 
observations  and  dissections.  We  are  aware  that  carelessness  in  describ- 
ing the  minute  origin  and  insertion  has  given  rise,  in  a  great  measure,  to 
the  erroneous  views  entertained  of  their  functions.     If  the  description  be 
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partinilarly  noted,  iheir  mechanism,  and  of  course  ilu'ir  functions,  will  bo 
le.idily  coniprelu'ndfd. 

The  superior  ohliqav  arises  by  a  small  round  tendon   from  ihc  inar^^in 
of  tht;  foramen  opticuin,  between  the  origins  of  tlic  superior  and   internal 
recti — passes  aioni,^  llie  os  plaiuim.  and.  as   it  approaches  the  inarj^in  of 
the  orbit,  is  converted  into   a   long  round  tendon  which  passes  through  a 
cartilaginous  trochha — not  just  at  the   iimer  margin  of  the  supra-orbitar 
foramen,  as  Horner  describes  it,  but  between  three  and  four  lines  obli(]uely 
downward^,  inwanls   and  backwards  from  that  foramt^n  or  notch.     After 
|)assing  ihrou  ih    the   trochlea   from  behiiid   forwards,  it  turns  and  passes 
backw  ards  and  ouiw  ards,  and  is  inserted  into  the  sclerotic  coat,  external 
to  the  antero-poslcrior  diameter  of  the  eye — the  middle   of  the  insertion 
being,  accordiu'j,   to    Professor    Hamilton's  measurement,  eight  lines  from 
the  cornea  and  lour  and  a  half  fronj  the  optic  nerve  ;  but  according  to  Mr. 
Lu3as  ("  ^radical  Treatise  on  the  Cure  of  Strabismus,''  London,  1840), 
eleven  lines    from   the   cornea.     Now    observe,  on  the  contraction  of  this 
muscle,  what  must  in(  \itably  be   its   mechanism.     The   globe  performs  a 
partial  rotation — the  upper   part  turning  inwards  and  the  lower  surface 
lixternally — the  posterior  part  of  the  globe  is  draw  n  upwards  and  inwards, 
and  consecjuentlv  the   pu[)il    nui>t   be   turned   doivmrards  and   outwards. 
This,  it  will  be  seen,  is  the   only  movement,  which,  alone,  it  can  possibly 
execute.     And  yet  Sir  Charles  Bell  says  that  it  turns  the  cornea  upwards 
and  inwards  ;  and  Prof.  13unglison  says  (•'  Hiunan  Physiology,"  Philadel- 
phia,   1844,  Vol.  I.,  p.  213)  that  it  directs  it  dowmvards  and  inwards  ! 

The  inferior  oblique  arises  from  the  orhitar  process  of  the  superior 
maxilla,  at  the  edge  of  the  orbit,  obliquely  anterior  and  external  to  the 
superior  orifice  of  the  nasal  canal ;  it  then  passes  along  the  floor  of  the 
oibit,  below  the  inferior  lectus  backwards,  outwards  and  upwards,  and  is 
inserted  into  the  sclerotic,  between  that  and  the  external  rectus,  posterior 
to  t!iL^  transverse  axis  of  the  globe — the  centre  of  the  insertion,  accord- 
ing to  Mr.  Lucas  (op.  cit.),  being  fifteen  lines  from  the  cornea.  -  Observe, 
now,  the  mechanism  of  this  muscle  also.  On  its  contraction,  the  ball 
makes  a  partial  rotation — the  inferior  surface  turning  inwards  and  the  su- 
perior portion  outwards  ;  the  posterior  part  of  the  globe  is  drawn  down- 
wards and  inw^ards,  and  the  pupil,  of  coui*se,  turned  in  an  opposite  direc- 
tion iipwards  and  outwards.  But  Professor  Dunglison  says  it  turns  the 
pupil  upwards  and  inwards  ! 

If  we  have  correctly  described  the  anatomy  of  these  organs,  the  con- 
clusion^ to  wh"ch  we  have  arrived  must  be  inevitable.  Professor  Pan- 
coast  (Quain  and  Wilson's  Anatomical  Phites,  4to,  Philadelj)hia,  1843, 
Part  H.,  p.  16)  says  that  he  has  found,  by  experiments  upon  the  dead  body, 
that  each  of  the  obliques  is  capable  of  giving  the  ball  a  quarter  rotation 
— the  one  antagonizing  the  other  and  moving  the  ball  upon  a  middle 
oblique  axis,  wlilch,  from  the  external  border  of  the  cornea,  runs  back- 
w^ards  and  inward-^.  The  great  oblique,  by  an  internal  rotation,  carries 
the  pupi'  dowiiwards  and  outivards ;  and  the  inferior  oblique,  by  an  cr- 
ternal  rotation  of  the  ball,  carries  the  pupil  npicards -and  outwards.  This, 
we  say,  is  the  statement  of  Professor  Pancoast ;  but  his  learned  colleague, 
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Professor  Dmii^lison,  s;iys  (•'  Unman  Pliysiolon'y,"  I841),li)iil  in  soiih;  rc- 
rjMit  oxpiM-iincnts  on  \\\v  Uvsh  suhj'Tt  ?r/VA  l^rof.  P.,  who  carffully  se'[)ti- 
r,il;'(l  llic  (lifrni'iit  musch^s  wllli  a  \i«'W  oi"  (liscovrrinLMlicir  pr^jcisB  action, 
it  was  r.l(Nnly  apparent  lliat  the  Innrtion  of  lli<'  snpcriof  oliiicjU'' was  to 
(liivct  the  v\i^  sliuhtly  inwards  and  downwards,  whih^  tliat  of  tlic  inr(.'ii(;i- 
ol)rKjue  was  to  roll  it  npwards  and  inwards  when  actinu;  singly.  VVc  con- 
fess that  wc  ;n'c  unahlc  to  reconcih)  these  statements — the  resnlt.  it  would 
seem,  of  tlxMmited  experiments  ()fthes(;  two  Professors.  We  shall,  how- 
ever, confide  in  the  conclusions  of  Prof.  Pancoast  as  ))ublished  in  1843. 

As  to  the  result  of  the  combined  action  of  the  ohlicjui,  there  are  several 
opinions.  I3ut  it  \\ill  be  "  clearly  apparent,''  if  we  keep  in  mind  tlurir 
oriuins  and  instM'tions.  To  the  fivorite  doctrine  of  most  aniilf)i)iical  writ- 
ers we  cannot  subscribe,  viz.,  that  the  obliqui  are  tlie  antaironists  of  the 
recti.  This  error  is  based  on  another,  viz.,  that  there  is  a  necessity  for 
antagonism,  i.  e..  that  the  recti  retract  the  ball  from  its  ordinary  |)osition 
in  the  socket.  It  is  true  that  if  one  or  more  of  the  recti  be  dividend,  the 
ball  will  ])rotrude  nioi-e  or  l(^s=?,  but  this  only  shows  that  the  eye  is  held  at 
a  certain  position  w  itliin  the  socket — not  that  it  is  retracted  from  that  yjo- 
sition.  Notw  ithstanding  it  is  tme  that  the  fixed  ])oints  of  the  obliqui  are 
forwards  as  those  of  the  rwti  are  bf'hind,  yet  from  their  verv  meclianism, 
when  they  act  in  concert,  they  will  draw^  the  posterior  part  of  the  ball  in- 
wards and  forwards,  and  consequently  turn  the  pupil  directly  outwards. 
jind  thus  forever  desti'oy  the  antagonistic  tlieory  which  seems  so  plausible. 
Professor  Pancoast  remarks,  that,  although  this  doctrine  is  as  old  as  the' 
time  of  Boerhaave,  and  has  still  many  supporters,  it  is  wldiout  founda- 
tion. He  also  suggests  the  possibility  that  in  rotating  the  ball  on  its  axis 
from  side  to  side,  and  by  acting  in  combination  with  the  recti,  thcw  so 
modify  its  shape  as  to  aid  the  eye  in  accommodating  itself  to  vision  at 
different  distances.  But  the  late  investigations  on  this  subject  show  pretty 
clearly  that  the  modification  of  the  shape  of  the  ball  or  the  chano;e  of  its 
position  has  but  little  to  do  with  the  adaptation  of  the  eye  to  vision.  The 
ingenious  and  accomplished  Dr.  Wallace,  of  Ncav  York,  has  show  n  to 
our  satisfaction  that  the  crystalline  lens  and  the  ciliary  processes  are  alone 
concerned  in  the  function  of  adaptation.  By  means  of  these  processes 
the  lens  is  retracted  in  scrutinizing  distant  objects,  and  brouglit  forwards 
in  the  observation  of  near  ones. 

Another  and  grand  error  in  relation  to  the  functions  of  these  muscles, 
is  that  they  effc^ct  the  motions  which  are  made  for  the  protection  of  the 
eye  anil  for  freeing  it  of  foreign  substances.  Sir  Chailes  Bell  is  the  au- 
thority that  has  given  loose  reins  to  diis  idea.  In  his  paper  on  the  Phi- 
losophy of  Strabismus,  published  in  the  6th  edition  of  Gibson's  Surgery, 
he  has  throwm  together  the  most  incon;iruous  mass  of  ideas  conceivable. 
He  contends  for  the  idea  that  the  siq3erior  oblique  eiiects  the  motion  of 
the  eye  upwards  and  inwards,  for  the  protection  of  the  organ.  But 
we  need  but  refn-  to  what  we  have  already  said  to  convince  any  one  that 
it  is  mechanically  iinpossible  for  the  obliques  to  execute  any  such  move- 
ment. The  function  in  question  is  performed  by  the  concurrent  action 
of  the  superior  and  internal  recti.     It  would  be  interesting  here  to  trace 
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out  iIm'  action  of  the  other  recti,  but  we  shall  only  n»(»ntion  what  we 
have  lo  say  in  relation  to  ihem  when  we  come  to  recapitulate  our  conclu- 
sions.* On  the  minute  insertions  of  the  ncii,  consult  Dr.  Gross's  ariiclr 
in  the  Western  Journal  of  Medicine  and  Surgery,  \ii4-2,  \k  '2\[  tt  seij. 

The  last  theory  to  which  we  woukl  rcfu,  is  the  one  which  considers 
the  ohliques  as  muscles  of  ccpressitui.  Here,  attain,  a  lack  of  acuiemss 
in  observation  is  manifest.  Do  s  not  t?very  careful  observer  know  that 
the  mere  position  of  the  eye  lias  hut  little  to  do  \sidi  the  expression  ol" 
pride  or  au^er;  that  in  the  latter  passion,  j-articularly,  the  orbicularis  palpe- 
brarum and  corrui,aitor  supercilii,  by  their  peculiar  action,  give  the  prin- 
cipal features  to  the  expression?  But  we  believe  this  theory  is  exploded 
in  the  maids  of  most  of  the  recent  physiological  w  riters.  Let  us  here  start 
an  inijuiry  : — how  much  voluntary  power  has  the  iris,  and  how  much 
has  the  contraction  or  dilatation  of  the  pupil  to  do  with  the  expression 
of  anger  or  pride,  or  other  feelings  ?  (See  '•  Muller's  Physiology,"  Phila- 
delplna,  181:3,  p.  593  and  730^ 

Let  us  now  recapitulate  the  conclusions  to  which  we  have  arrived.     1st. 
then,  we  conclude  that   the  function    of  the  superior  oblique  is  to  direct 
the  pupil  dow/nvarih   and  outwards.     2d.  That  the  function   of  the  in- 
ferior oblique  is  to  direct   the  cornea   upwards  and  outwards.     3d.  That 
the  ohliqui  are  not  antagonists  of  the   recti.     4th.  That  the  recti  never 
retract   the   ball  from  its  ordinary  position   in   die  orbit.     5th.  That  the 
globe  is  not  drawn  forwards  in  scrutinizing  objects.  6th.  That  neither  of 
the  oblicjui   effect  the   motion  upwards  and  inwards  for  the  protection  of 
the   organ.     7tli.  That  the  motion    upwards   and   inwards   is   performed 
in  all  cases  by  the  combined  action  of  the  superior  and  interior  recti,  and 
that  the  motion  dow  nwards   and  inwards  is  etlected  by  a  similar  action  of 
the  inferior  and  interior  recti.     8tli.  That  the  combined  action  of  the  su- 
perior or  inferior  rectus  w  ith   the   external  rectus  cannot  turn  the  cornea 
upwards  and    outwards,  or  downwards    and   outwards.     9th.  That  tlie 
direction  slightly  upwards  in  strabismus  convergens  is  caused  by  the  ac- 
tion of  the   superior  rectus    by    its  strength   and   advantageous   insertion. 
lOd).  That  the  motion  upwards  and  inwards  is  voluntary.     Uth.  That 
both  of  die  obliques  are  voluntary.     Pith.     That,  although  the  mechan- 
ism of  the  obliqui  is  favorable  for  turning  the  eye  directly  out  should  they 
act  together,  it   is    highly   probable   that  they   never  perform  this  office. 
13th.     That  the  cornea  is  turned  up  alone   by  the  superior  rectus,  and 
that  the  motion  is  voluntary.     14th.  That  the  obliqui  are  not  muscles  of 
expression. 

We  are  fully  aware  that  some  of  these  conclusions  are  physiological  here- 
sies, but  we  have  arrived  at  them  after  a  most  careful  and  ])atient  investiga- 
tion. The  practical  deductions  arising  from  them  we  leave  for  the  intelli- 
gent reader  himself  to  make.  We  have  not  attempted  a  reconciliation 
of  the  view  s  of  the  various  anatomical  writers.     It  is,  by  the  way,  a  cu- 

*  We  ouiiht  here  to  remark  that  this  article  is  but  an  abstract  o(  a  much  farther  extended  essay, 
which  hrts  ibr  some  time  been  lyiiifj  in  our  |)ort-folio,  and  some  of  the  conclusions  which  we  shall  siib- 
si'ilntMUlv  fiiiuiierale  have  reference  to  the  i)oints  tliere  discussed,  but  wiiich  we  do  not  deem  ron- 
sisieiu  with  liie  design  of  this  article  to  introduce.  We  niiplit  observe,  also,  that  several  other  inter- 
esiinjr  physi<d(»j;ical  questions  grow  out  of  this  subject,  which  we  may  not  now  discuss.  We  hoiie 
enough  will  be  said,  however,  to  give  valuable  prac^ico/  liiutK 
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rious  coincidonro,  that  Chcscldcn  and  Pancoasi — comparatively  the  two 
extrrnu's  in  the  history  of  anatomy — sliould  aorce  on  tlu;  fiinflions 
of  these  two  mnseh's  and  state  tliem  correctly,  while  the  opinicjns 
of  all  ihe  in((Minediale  writers  have  been  a  mass  of  confusion.  It  is  curi- 
ous, also,  to  note,  when  a  condition  or  motion  of  the  eye  could  not  he 
rcnidily  accounted  for,  with  what  eagerness  the  ohliciui  were  invoked  to 
explain  the  mysterious  phenomena. 

In  (>numeratini;  our  conclusions,  we  njight  have  added  another  deduc- 
tion, viz.,  that  we  are  not  to  receive  implicitly  the  doctrines  of  even  the 
highest  authorities,  but  that  we  are  to  keep  our  eyes  open  and  ohs(;rve 
and  diink  for  oui-selves  ;  and  farther,  that  if  such  looseness  of  observation  has 
prevailed  in  t!ie  examination  of  so  familiar  an  organ  as  the  eye,  there  may 
remain  in  other  organs  a  rich  mine  of  discoveries  to  reward  the  labors  of 
the  industrious  pliysiologist.  "  Mulium  adhuc  restat  operis,  mullunK/ue 
restabit,  nee  ulli  nato,  post  mille  scccula  prcecluditur  occasio  alir/uid  adgi- 
cicndi"  is  as  true  now  as  when  Seneca  wrote  it.  Caleb  Green. 

Homer,  N.  Y.,  March  26th,  1845. 

P.  S. — Was  Dr.  Brewster's  conclusion  in  a  late  No.  of  the  Journal, 
in  relation  to  the  effects  of  creosote,  a  legitimate  one  as  the  result  ol  its 
administration  in  that  case  ?  Was  not  the  cessation  of  vomiting  as,  if  not 
more,  probably  the  result  of  the  "  strong  counter-irritants  "  ? 


SINGULAR  CASE   OF  HICCOUGH    CAUSED   BY  MASTURBATION. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir, — Some  time  since,  a  singular  case  of  hiccough  was  placed  under  my 
treatment.  Its  origin  evidently  was  from  long-continued  masturbation.  1 
have  thought  a  detail  of  the  case,  as  taken  from  my  note-book,  might  inter- 
est your  readers,  and  have  therefore  ventured  to  send  it.  In  the  winter  of 
1840  I  was  requested  by  my  partner  to  visit,  in  consultation,  a  case  of 
*•  convulsions,"  which  he  said  had  for  twenty-four  hours  resisted  every 
remedy.  The  patient  was  an  Irish  girl,  18  years  old.  Accordingly,  late 
in  the  evening,  we  rode  out  to  her  residence,  and  found  her  lying  on  a 
small  cot-bedstead,  just  recovering  from  a  paroxysm  of  opisthotonos — her 
attendants  stating  that  her  heels  absolutely  touched  the  back  part  of  her 
head.  As  soon  as  she  had  somewhat  recovered  from  her  fatigue,  I  ex- 
amined her  pulse,  which  was  slow,  full  and  hard.  She  was  sweating 
freely  from  the  violent  effort  she  had  been  making,  but  her  skin  was  not 
at  the  usual  temperature.  Her  countenance  was  flushed,  pupils  dilated, 
tongue  a  little  furred.  The  bowels  had  been  moved  that  morning,  hut 
were  slightly  tender  at  the  lower  part.  She  answ^ered  questions  readily, 
although  she  w  as  inclined  to  sleep.  This  w^as  her  situation  soon  after  we 
airived  there.  She  did  not  remain  quiet,  however,  more  than  ten  minutes, 
when  she  commenced  hiccoughing,  gradually  at  fii*st,  and  at  intervals. 
This  soon  increased  in  frequency,  until  the  convulsions  resembled  more 
the  ''  roll  "  of  a  drum  or  the  clatter  of  a  watchman's  rattle,  than  lojiiti- 
mate  hiccough.     There  was   no   intermission  ;  it  was  one  continued  roll. 
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increasln^j  in  power,  until  every  muscle  of  the  body  parlicipait d  wiili  the 
(liaphrai;in,  and  she  ''went  oti'"  in  paroxysms  ot  uenerul  eoiivulsion. 
This  liad  been  her  condition  lor  tlie  tw enty-foiu-  lioui-s  previous,  antl  she 
had  been  during  that  time  l)led  and  |)ur^ed,  and  had  run  iliroui^h  the 
whole  cataloo;ne  of"  remedies,  both  exU'nial  and  internal,  williout  the  h-ast 
bt;nefit.  'I'lie  hiccough  still  continued,  and  the  intervals  were  shorter. 
Her  strength  was  but  little  if  any  diminished,  but  sl)e  complained  of 
soreness  over  the  whole  bodv.  In  this  situation  she  remained  three  or 
(bur  days,  without  much  sensii)li'  rerif'f,  when  the  hiccough  suddenly  suh- 
Miied,  and  slje  got  up,  and  w  itliout  more  treatuHMit  wdit  about  her  ordi- 
nary duties. 

Some  four  or  six  weeks  after,  1  w  as  called  to  her  again.  1  found  her 
in  the  same  condition  as  before,  with  longer  int(^rvals,  however,  between 
the  general  spasms,  but  without  any  cessation  of  the  hiccough,  the  parox- 
ysms of  wdiich,  alternated  between  the  "  roll  "  and  the  usual  convulsion. 
She  had  not  menstruated  since  her  last  attack.  J>owelsnow  constij)ated  ; 
pulse  full  and  slow  ;  tongue  furred  ;  breath  very  oifensive  ;  countenance 
Hushed  ;  liead  aching  violently  ;  abdomen  tender.  I  bled  her  freely, 
gave  a  powerful  cathartic  of  calouK^l,  applied  sinapism^  to  the  bowels, 
and  left  her.  The  next  day  she  was  sojuewhat  relieved,  but  still  in  the 
'•  hiccough."  During  the  day  she  requested  her  nurse  to  give  her  a  piece 
of  wdijte  sewing  silk,  saying  she  wished  to  cut  off  a  ^^'alt  on  her  leg. 
The  nurse  mentioned  the  circumstance  to  me,  and  I  questioned  her  about 
the  situation  of  the  w ait.  She  stated  to  me  that  it  w as  not  on  her  limb, 
but  on  her  genitals.  No  inducement  or  persuasions  were  of  any  effect.  1 
could  not  prevail  on  her  to  permit  me  to  examine  it.  She  also  stated 
that  she  had  had  several  warts,  and  when  she  cut  them  off  the  hiccough 
subsided.  At  this  time,  by  much  questioning,  I  extracted  from  her  the 
lact.  that  she  had  long  l)een  in  thg  liablt  of  masturbation,  and  that,  too,  in 
no  limited  extent — ordinarily  ])roducing  orgasm  four  or  five  times  daily, 
and  that  for  a  period  of  tw  o  years.  She  further  stated  that  the  parox- 
ysms could  be  '"  stopi)ed,"  if  I  w  ere  to  press  my  hand  on  the  upper  part 
of  her  external  organs,  and  continue  the  pressure  for  a  few^  minutes.  She 
was  all  this  time  constantly  hiccoughing,  and  it  was  with  considerable 
difficulty  that  she  conversed  at  all.  However,  to  test  lier  statements,  I 
pressed  gently  but  firmly  upon  the  clitoris  outsi<le  her  linen,  w  ith  iny  hand, 
and  the  convulsions  gradually  subsided,  and  she  went  to  sleep.  I  left  her 
asleep  and  went  home.  The  next  d;iy,  as  usual,  I  visited  her.  She  w^as 
free  from  all  convulsion,  but  coaiplaineil  of  pain  and  soreness  of  the  back. 
1  was  j)roceeding  to  examine  her  back,  when,  in  turning  over,  she  struck 
the  back  against  the  bar  of  the  bedstead,  and  immediately  went  into  a 
paroxysm  of  hiccough,  which  terminated  in  general  spasm.  While  in 
this  condition,  most  frightfully  couvuIscmI,  I  pressed  my  hpjid  firmly  upon 
the  up])er  part  of  the  genitals,  and  tlie  convulsions  subsided  directly,  and 
she  lay  perfectly  quiet. 

From  this  time,  for  a  period  of  three  or  four  months,  she  had  occa- 
sional attacks  of  hiccough,  lasting  her  seven  or  eight  days,  constantly  hic- 
coughing both   asleep  and  awake.     She   informed  me,  during  this  time, 
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lluit  so  nnMl  was  the  vnicnMil  passion,  thai  she  carr'uMl  to  hcd  witli  her,  as 
u  constant  companion,  a  laru;{'  piece  o(  wood  sluipcd  like  a  ])cnis.  Dis- 
i^nsting  as  tlu-sc  details  were,  she  (hd  nolsecjin  to  hav(3  any  hesitation  in  aii- 
sweriiiLij  my  (jui'stions.  The  paroxysms  of  hicctoui^di  could  at  any  time 
he  in(hiced  hv  hard  pn.'ssure  upon  th(;  lower  lumhar  vertel)ne,  whicii  were 
I'xijuisitely  tender  ;  and  as  readilv  could  th(.'S(;  paroxysms  Ix;  allayed  by 
pressure!  u[)on  ih(3  upper  part  ol"  the  external  origans.  She  was  capri- 
cious in  teni[)er,  and  was  suhject  to  occasional  periods  of  despondency. 
Yet  she  did  not  seem  to  realize  her  depraved  condition,  for  she  was  at  this 
time  a  meinher  of  one  of  the  reli<j;ious  societies  in  town. 

That  I  mii^ht  not  Ix;  deceived,  I  frequently  calh^d  in  my  professional 
brethren,  and  exhibited  to  them  the  sin<ijular  phenomena.  And  in  every 
instance  could  the  hiccough  be  induced  by  pressure  on  the  spine,  and 
controlled  by  pressure  on  the  clitoris.  No  restraints  wen;  of  any  avail  ; 
she  still  continued  the  revoltinii"  habit  of  masturbation  until  she  left  town, 
which  she  did  without  informing  me  of  her  intention  to  do  so.  1  have 
not  since  heard  of  her. 

There  are  two  questions  connected  w  ith  this  case,  the  answers  to  which 
1  should  be  glad  to  have.  Why  should  pressure  upon  the  spinous  process 
of  the  lower  lumbar  vertebra?  produce  paroxysms  of  hiccough  ?  and  why 
should  pressure  upon  the  region  of  the  clitoris  arrest  this  paroxsym,  even 
when  every  muscle  of  the  body  participated  in  the  convulsive  effort 
of  the  diaphragm  ? 

I  offer  no  solution  to  these  singular  statements.  I  have  given  the  case 
as  it  is,  and  if  worthy  of  consideration,  I  should  be  happy  to  have  the 
causes  of  these  effects  explained.  Geo.  T.  Dexter. 

New  York,  March  '21th,  1845. 


IVi:\V   METHOD    OF    REDUCING     SCAPULO-HUxMERAE    DISLOCATIONS 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir, — The  following  case  of  scapulo-humeral  dislocation  was  intended 
for  insertion  in  the  "  IMontreal  Medical  Gazette,"  but  after  being  detained 
l)y  the  proprietors  of  that  Journal  for  several  months,  the  manuscript  was 
returned.  Should  the  case  appear  of  sufficient  interest  to  merit  a  place 
in  your  valuable  and  widely-circulated  Journal,  by  inserting  it  you  will 
oblige  Sir,  Your  very  ob't  and  humble  serv't, 

Montreal,  March  23f/,  1815.     C.  Carter,  L.R.C.S.  Edin.,  k,c,  kc. 

A  gentleman,  a  partner  in  the  Hon.  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  on 
the  24th  May  last,  accidentally  dislocated  his  shoulder  by  falling  forwards, 
his  arm  being  at  the  same  time  outsti-etched.  Being  far  up  in  the  inte- 
rior of  the  country,  beyond  the  reach  of  any  medical  man,  he  was  unable 
to  get  it  reduced  at  the  time  of  the  accident.  He  returned  from  thence 
about  the  middle  of  July,  and  having  first  attended  to  some  piessing  busi- 
ness engagements,  he  afterwards  came  to  consult  nie,  eight  weeks  after 
the  accident. 
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On  examination,  I  found  the  usual  symptoms  of  dislocation  downwards 
in  the  axilla  ;  projection  of  the  acromion,  flattening  of  the  shoulder,  &tc. 
Notwithstanding  the  length  of  lime  that  had  elapsed,  I  gave  him  encour- 
agement to  suhmit  to  the  o[)eration  of  having  the  dislocation  reduced, 
which  he  at  once  assented  to.  I  requested  the  ahle  assistance  of  my 
i'riend  Dr.  Nelson,  and  the  succeeding  was  the  day  fixed  for  the  reduction, 
which  was  accomplished  in  the  following  manner. 

The  patient  reclined  at  full  length  on  a  hair  mattress  on  die  floor.  A 
handage  was  applied  round  the  arm  ahove  the  condyles,  and  a  towel  roller 
fixed  hy  a  noose  over  it.  A  handkerchief  was  noosed  also  round  the 
wrist.  These  two  were  confided  to  assistants,  to  he  used  for  extension. 
The  arm  was  gradually  w  ithdrawn  from  the  side,  using  extension  the 
while,  and  carried  upwards,  above  the  head,  in  the  direction  of  the  axis 
of  the  body — a  counter  force,  by  means  of  the  feet,  being  made  over  the 
acromion  seapul?e  ;  at  the  same  time  pressure  was  made  with  the  fin- 
gers on  the  head  of  the  bone  in  the  axilla,  directing  it  towards  the 
::l<Mioid  cavitv.  It  was  by  this  means  easily  displaced  from  its  situation. 
When  the  head  reached  the  t'dgo.  of  the  cavity,  the  arm  was  brought  to 
tlic!  sid(\  hut  tliv?  hone  did  not  at  first  slip  up  into  its  natural  })Osition.  A 
trial  was  then  made  in  the  usual  w  ay  by  means  of  the  heel  in  the  axilla. 
This  fiiliuir,  extension  and  counter-extension  was  again  made,  as  at  first 
praolisL'd,  and  ai'ter  continuing  for  some  time  and  gradually  increasing  the 
power,  a  cushion  w^as  placed  in  the  axilla,  a  tow(.'l  folded  round  it,  and  at 
th>'  s.iine  p(M'Jod  that  the  arm  was  brought  to  the  side,  extefision  by  means 
of  the  towel  was  practised  upwards  and  outwards.  On  relaxing  from 
our  eiforts,  the  arm  was  found  reduced.  The  shoulder  had  recovered  its 
j)!umpness  and  natural  appearance.  The  j)atient  bore  the  operation  well, 
though  he  suiK'red  considerable  pain  in  the  limb  for  the  remainder  of  the 
diy.  The  pain,  however,  subsided,  and  he  was  able  to  travel  in  a  couple 
of  days  very  eomfortablv. 

The  m  M'its  of  this  new  m(>tlio(l  of  reducing  dislocations,  will,  I  think, 
app:3ar  obvious  from  the  following  considerations.  Let  us  first  inquire 
whit  muscles  are  concerned  in  opposing  the  reduction.  Sir  Astley 
Coo[)L'r,  in  his  valuable  work  on  the  subject,  gives  the  result  of  a  careful 
post-mortem  examinalion  of  a  ptn'son  \\  ho  died  from  the  etfects  of  an  in- 
jury. Having  determined  the  extent  of  the  injury  by  dissection,  he  says 
— •'  I  n  'xt  endeavored  to  reduce  the  bone,  but  finding  the  resistance  too 
great  to  be  overcome  by  my  own  eitbrts,  I  became  very  anxious  to  as- 
certain its  origin.  I  therefore  divided  one  muscle  after  the  other,  cut- 
ting through  the  coraco-brachialis,  teres-major  and  minor,  and  infra-spina- 
tus  nvis;des.  Yet  still  the  opposition  to  my  efTorls  remained,  and  with 
i)nt  little  apparent  change.  I  then  conceived  that  the  deltoid  must 
\)^  tlie  chief  cause  of  my  failure,  and  by  elevating  the  arm  I  relaxed  this 
inusc'l(\  but  still  could  not  reduce  the  dislocation.  I  next  divided  the 
deltoid  muscle,  and  then  found  the  supra-spinatus  muscle  my  great  op- 
ponent, until  I  drew  the  arm  directly  upwards,  when  the  head  of  the  bone 
glided  into  the  glenoid  cavity.  The  deltoid  and  supra-spinatus  muscles 
are  those  which  most  powerfully  resist  reduction  in  this  accident,''' 
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This  dissection  proves  that  tiic  most  proper  and  most  hkely  tnelhcjd 
for  rechietion  woidd  lie  l)y  making  extension,  directly  or  ohlicjuely  ui)\vards, 
instead  of  ohli(juely  downwards,  as  hitherto  practised  :  the  arm,  in  lact, 
yhonld  he  placed  as  n(\irly  as  possihle  in  the  position  in  which  it  is  known 
to  he  most  usually  dislocated,  lor  it  must  ho  evident  that  the  anLde  at 
Nvhich  the  lu^ad  o(  the  hone  most  easily  slips  out,  is  that  in  which  it  will 
be  most  likely  to  slip  in. 

To  everv  one  ac-(|uainted  with  tlie  anatomy  of  the  joints,  the  n^sistance 
oHered  hy  th(.^  supra-spinatus  will  not  appear  surprising.  In  every  case 
>of  dislocation  downwanis,  its  fibres  are  on  the  stretch  and  oppose  them- 
selves to  any  further  elongation  ;  being  hut  a  short  muscle,  this  elongation 
can  onlv  [)roceed  to  a  certain  extent,  beyond  which  any  extension  must 
be  at  the  exi>ense  of  ruj)turing  its  fibres,  and  the  violence  which  would 
occasion  this,  must  be,  from  the  w-ell-known  power  of  resistance  of  living 
muscular  fibre,  very  great  indeed,  and  could  not  but  endanger  most  im- 
portant parts,  it  is,  therefore,  of  the  greatest  consequence,  I  conceive, 
that  the  su.rgeon,  in  his  attempt  at  reduction,  sliould  place  the  limb  in 
that  position  which  would  relax  this  muscle;  by  doing  so,  he  will  also  sub- 
due anotluM'  powerful  opponent — the  deltoid.  In  most  dislocations  the 
adoption  of  this  method  will  l>e  attended  witli  a  very  much  less  degree  of 
pain  than  the  old  plan.  In  some  instances  scarcely  if  any  pain  at  all 
Avill  be  experienced,  provided  the  o^^erator  is  careful  to  avoid  directing  the 
pressure  on  the  axillary  plexus  of  nerves.  This  plan  of  reduction  is 
applicable  in  all  the  three  dislocations  downwards. 

Is  is  right  I  should  mention  that  the  method  I  have  described  was  first 
made  known,  in  Paris,  at  the  Hotel  Dieu,  by  a  Dr.  Malgainne.  It  was  in 
this  celebrated  Hospital  I  first  saw  the  operation  put  in  practice,  by  that 
veteran  ornament  to  the  profession,  the  late  distinguished  Baron  Dupuytren. 

It  appears,  however,  that  as  long  ago  as  1785,  this  method  was  pro- 
posed and  described  by  Mothe,  one  of  the  surgeons  at  the  Hotel  Dieu  at 
Lvons.  I  am  not  aware  that  it  has  been  introduced  in  this  country,  but 
I  indulge  the  hope  that  this  successful  case  may  be  useful  to  my  profes- 
sional brethren,  and  of  service  to  some  unfortunate  sufferer. 


OCCLUSION  OF  THE  VAGINA    IN    A    PIIF.GNANT   WOMAN. 

fiy  A.  Davizac,  M.D.,  of  New  Orleans. 

A  FKW  days  since  I  visited,  in  consultation  widi  Dr.  B.  of  this  city,  a 
woman  under  his  care,  aged  about  26  years,  of  robust  stature,  somew  hat 
])lethoric  habit,  and  muscular  appearance,  at  the  time  laboring  under 
strong  expulsive  pains  of  childbirth.  I  proceeded  to  the  examination  per 
vagijiam,  kind  to  my  astonishment  found  a  little  above  the  mouth  of  the 
uredna,  a  complete  obstruction  to  the  passage  of  the  finger.  Upon  a  mi- 
nute examination,  the  vagina  was  found  apparently  completely  closed  by 
a  strong,  dense,  striated  membrane — the  stria:  radiating  from  the  centre, 
and  fivinf  the  sensation  of  tense  cords.  Finding  that  delivery  was  im- 
practicable.  Dr.  B.  and  myself  concluded  to  administer  an  anodyne  in  or- 
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tier  to  lull  her  pains  ;  aiul  ailv  i-ed  \n'v  liusliund  to  call  in  Dr.  Luzt'iiljeig 
the  lollowing  morning.  Stie  slt^pl  \\A\  and  leiaained  (|Liiet  durini^  lli«*  re- 
mainder ol"  the  night. 

Dr.  Luzenberi;  met  us  early  the  next  morning,  and  satished  himscil  ol 
the  condition  of  the  parts  abo\  e  described  ;  with  the  addition  ol'  an  open- 
ing not  larger  than  would  admit  the  head  of  an  ordinary  juobe,  wliicli 
could  only  be  observed  when  the  membrane  was  protruded  by  the  head 
of  the  child  during  the  expulsive  pain.  At  noon  of  the  same  day,  he 
perlbrmed  an  ojjeration  b)'  making  a  crucial  incision  the  w  hole  extent  of 
the  obstructing  membrame.  It  proved  to  be  veiy  thick  and  tough,  resist- 
ing the  instrument  like  tendon.  Immediately  after  the  operation  the  head  of 
the  foetus  could  be  distinctly  defined  ;  the  occiput  presc^nting  itself  to  the 
left  of  the  })ubis.  The  labor  then  appeared  to  advance  tolerably  well, 
and  we  thought  would  be  soon  terminated.  At  night  the  head  had  de- 
scended  so  as  to  press  considerably  on  the  perineum ;  but  still  the  soft 
parts  continued  rigid  and  unyielding,  and  the  bones  of  the  head  preserved 
their  spherical  form. 

We  then  attempted  to  deliver  with  the  forceps,  and  with  difficulty  intro- 
duced one  blade,  but  we  found  the  head  so  firmly  impacted  that  we  did 
not  deem  it  prudent  to  proceed  any  further,  and  desisted. 

On  the  follow  in  ir  morning,  at  the  suu:i{estion  of  Dj-.  L.,  we  determined 
to  perforate  tlie  head,  and  attempt  to  bring  it  away  with  the  hook.  Ac- 
cordingly we  placed  the  patient  on  a  table  for  the  purpose  of  operating 
with  more  facility — and  having  passed  the  perforator  into  the  fontanel, 
and  broken  up  the  brain,  the  bones  of  the  cranium  collapsed,  and  then  by 
the  us(3  of  considerable  force  widi  the  hook,  we  were  enabled  to  extract 
the  head.  After  this,  the  shoulders  offered  great  resistance,  but  we  finally 
succeeded  in  bringing  away  an  uncommonly  large  male  infant.  It  had 
been  some  time  dead,  as  was  indicated  by  the  livid  spots  and  phlyctcena  on 
the  neck.  The  placenta  followed  immediately  afterwards.  The  uterus 
contracted  well  and  quickly  ;  and  the  patient  complained  of  noihing  now 
but  exhaustion.     She  is  at  this  time  convalescent. 

Upon  inquiring  minutely  into  the  previous  history  of  this  case,  it  was 
ascertained  that  a  few  years  since,  she  was  married  the  first  time — that 
she  had  been  a  stout  and  healthy  girl — that  about  a  year  after  marriage 
she  was  confined  in  childbed,  and  had  such  a  difficult  labor  that  the 
foetus  had  to  be  dismembered  before  delivery  could  be  effected ;  and  that 
she  was  very  much  bruised  and  lacerated  during  the  operation.  Very 
soon  after  her  accouchement,  and  before  she  had  any  intercourse  with  her 
husband,  he  died.  She  slowly  recovered,  and  had  no  sexual  intercourse 
until  her  marriage  to  her  present  husband,  which  took  place  about  two 
years  afterwards.  She  menstruated  regularly  during  the  time.  The  hus- 
band says  there  seemed  to  be  considerable  difficulty  in  the  first  copulation, 
but  that  since  then,  although  he  always  perceived  an  obstacle,  it  seemed 
to  be  elastic,  and  yielded  to  a  considerable  degree.  Her  last  accouche- 
ment took  place  about  16  months  after  marriage. 

Upon  reviewing  the  history  of  the  case,  it  w^ould  appear  that  owing  to 
the  laceration  caused  by  the  first   instrumental  delivery,  there  was  an  ad- 


m 


Funli^ii  l)i)(lij  in  Ike  IiitcsUiics.  '201 

liosioii  ofllu'  wulU  ol'tlio  vuiiiiui,  or  llx^  (orniMiioii  of  an  advcntilions  nicni- 
hraiK*  which  clo-cd  it  up  w  ilh  lh(^  cxccplioii  ol  a  vcvy  small  |)(.'rlor;ilioii, 
which  could  ouly  he  discovered  wluni  il  was  dislcudrd,  l)Ul  was  suliicicuL 
to  aduiil  the  dischar«4(;  of  the  menses,  and  the  inoress  of  the  semen  niascu- 
linuin.  The  obstrucliiiii;  inenihrane  was  snflicienlly  elastic  to  admit  the 
mal(^  or5j;an  into  the  vanina  to  a  satisfactory  extent.  The  woman  has  a 
n>maikahly  narrow  pelvis,  and  it  is  to  be  apprehended  can  never  be  de- 
livered w  iihont  instruments. 

The  most  interestinijj  features  of  this  case  relate  to  the  formation,  and 
the  extrem«>Iy  small  })erforation  of  this  adventitious  membrane  (bc-in;^  not 
lar:j;er  than  the  end  of  a  probe)  ;  yet  it  seems  to  have  been  suflleieut  to 
allow  egress  to  the  menstrual  flux,  and  consequently  must  have  admitted 
some  portion  of  the  seminal  fluid  ;  yet  the  latter  must  have  been  ;;reatly 
obstructed  in  its  natural  jet,  and  could  scarcely  have  penetrated  as  lar  as 
the  OS  uteri.  Such,  however,  are  the  facts  in  the  case. — New  Orleans 
Medical  Journal. 


A   CA.SK   IN    WniCM    A   tfllAIlP-POlNTBD  BODY  WAS  SWALLOWED    BY 
A    CilJLD,  PAS6Ji\(r   'I  III<:    BOWELS  WITHOUT   INJURY. 

By  B.  Vv''.  Avent,  of  Murlrcesboro',  Tenn. 

On  Thursday  evening,  8di  July,  I.  was  requested  to  visit  a  little  girl,  4 
years  old,  who,  whilst  engaged  at  play,  had  accidentally  swallowed  a 
sharp-pointed  instrument,  about  two  and  a  half  inches  long.  This  instru- 
ment w  as  originally  the  handle  of  a  long-bladed  knife,  the  jaws  of  which 
had  been  tiled  off  about  its  centre,  leaving  the  back  spring,  which  had 
been  ground  very  sharp  at  its  point. 

1  saw^  the  patient  an  hour  after  the  accident  occurred,  and,  as  might  have 
been  expected  under  such  circumstances,  found  the  family  in  great  alarm, 
and  in  the  act  of  preparing  an  emetic,  with  a  view  to  cause  the  stomach 
to  eject  this  foreign  body. 

The  little  girl  was  suliering  no  pain  at  all,  and  on  examination  1  was 
satisfied  that  the  instrument  had  passed  the  cardiac  orifice  without  jjroduc- 
ing  any  injury  in  its  passage.  Aware  that  the  point  of  this  instrument 
was  sufhciently  sharp  to  penetrate  the  stomach,  should  it  come  in  contact 
w  ith  it  during  any  contractile  action  of  that  organ,  1  at  once  explained 
to  th(.'  parents  the  great  danger  of  any  medical  interference,  and  advised 
ihitthe  unassisted  efforts  of  nature  should  be  relied  upon  for  relief,  at  least 
cnlil  some  unpleasant  symptoms  should  arise.  With  this  advice,  1  lelt 
the  patient  about  as  comfortable  as  if  nothing  unusual  had  ha])pened. 

On  the  following  morning  she  complained  of  some  pain  in  the  epigas- 
trium, but  it  was  not  of  sufiicient  violence  to  excite  much  alarm.  She 
took  her  brL'akfast  as  usual,  and  was  permitted  to  engage  in  her  accus- 
tomed amusements.  After  the  morning,  the  pain  in  the  stomach  sub- 
sided. Some  time  during  the  day  her  bowels  were  e\acuated,  without 
presenting  any  unusual  appearance  in  the  fuices.  On  die  next  (Saturday) 
morning,  she  was  still  well,  had  no  fever  or  visceral  excitement  whatever, 
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and  had  complained  of  no  pain  since  the  morning  of  the  previous  day. 
Throu^^h  this  day  she  continued  to  be  phiyful,  and  suffered  no  inconve- 
nience.    The  bowels  were  once  moved  without  medicines. 

Sunday  morning. —  Patient  still  Tree  iiom  all  excitement.  At  9  o'clock 
this  morning,  just  64  hours  after  the  occurrence  of  the  accident,  the  in- 
strument w  as  tlischarged  from  the  bowels,  enveloped  in  faeces,  without  any 
pain  or  inconvenience  whatever.  But  little,  if  any,  visible  impression  had 
been  produced  upon  it  during  its  passage  through  the  bowels. 

In  the  management  of  this  case  1  a))plied  no  medical  treatment,  though 
often  solicited  to  do  so.  I  advised  that  the  litde  patient  should  be  p(;r- 
mitted  to  engage  in  her  customary  amusements,  and  to  take  her  ordinary 
diet,  hoping  by  this  course  to  keep  her  system,  as  nearly  as  possible,  in  a 
normal  condition,  the  natural  action  of  the  alimentary  canal  undisturbed, 
and  that  thus,  as  happened,  the  ''  unwelcome  visiter  "  might  be  expelled. 

Medical  interference,  in  this  case,  would  have  consisted  either  in  vomit- 
ing, with  a  view  to  the  ejection  of  the  contents  of  die  stomach,  or  in 
the  use  of  purgatives,  more  speedily  to  evacuate  the  contents  of  the  bow- 
els. In  either  plan  of  treatment  there  would  have  been  great  danger  to 
the  patient.  The  contraction  of  the  stomach,  necessary  in  vomiting, 
would  undoubtedly  have  endangered  die  wounding  its  coats,  by  coming 
in  contact  with  the  sharp  point  of  die  instrument,  at  every  effort  of  that 
character,  to  say  nothing  of  the  great  improbability  of  effecting  the  ob- 
ject desired  ;  whilst,  on  the  other  hand,  cadiartics  would  not  only  have 
produced  irritation  of  the  bowels,  but  by  carrying  off  too  hastily  their  fae- 
cal contents,  might  have  left  the  foreign  body  behind,  in  a  condition  to 
wound  them  at  every  peristaltic  motion. 

Two  circumstances  existed  in  diis  case  which  favored  the  safety  of  the 
patient.  Fii-st,  the  instrument  was  swallowed  with  the  handle  or  blunt 
end  downwards,  which  prevented  its  \\ounding  die  parts  in  its  passage  ; 
and,  secondly,  its  lengdi  prevented  its  taking  a  transverse  position  ;  either 
of  which  circumstances  might  have  greatly  endangered,  if  not  destroyed, 
the  life  of  the  patient. —  Western  Med.  Journal. 


ON   THi:   INCUCATION   OF   INSANHT. 

Dr.  Cluttekbuck,  at  a  late  meeting  of  the  Medical  Society  of  London, 
regarded  insanity  as  not  a  disease  per  se,  but  merely  a  symptom  of  disor- 
dered function  of  the  brain.  If  we  admitted — and,  he  thouf^ht,  it  could 
not  be  reasonably  doubled — that  the  brain  was  the  ort^^an  tlirou<rh 
which  the  mind  was  mamlested,  it  followed  that  every  disordered  condi- 
tion of  the  mind  was  dependent  on  some  disordered  condition  of  the  brain  ; 
not  always,  it  was  true,  obvious  or  appreciable,  but  still  it  was  clear  that 
the  brain  was  not  in  a  sound  state  of  heakli.  Not  always  to  the  extent 
of  disorganization,  for  it  was  known  diat  insanity  often  left  the  patient  for 
a  time,  and  then  recurred,  from  causes  not  very  obvious.  The  brain  was 
often  found  diseased  in  cases  of  insanity,  but  we  wanted  proof  that  those 
changes  were  always  the  causes  of  insanity.     Audiors  of  experience,  how- 
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ever,  luul  assd-lcd  thai  tlic.y  had  always  fouiid  llic  l)rain  diseased  lii  cases 
of  insanity  ;  Sutherland  and  IJaslani  were  of  this  nuinher  ;  and  Mr.  liaw- 
n'nee,c)ut  of sev(Mitv-t\\ o  eas(!S,  had  found  the,  hraiu  diseased  in  all,  a  slrue- 
tural  chaiii^e  existuiL;  in  each  ease.  These  facts  did  not  jjrovr  thai  the 
stnietuial  disease  was  ihecause  of  the  symptonis,  hut  it  showed  that  in  in- 
sanity till'  hrain  w  as  not  sound.  Thai  theses  conditi(jns  were  not  ihe  j)i(jxi- 
inate  cause  of  the  insane  phenomena,  however,  was  proved,  for  they  existed 
indej)rnd('nt  ol'  insanity.  We  found  opacity  of  tlu;  nienihranes,  increased 
vascularil\-,  hloody  points,  induration,  soflcnini;,  and  serous  etfusions  ol 
the  hraiu,  in  cases  in  which  insanity  did  not  exist.  Chan^^es,  how(;ver, 
niiirlit  exist  beyond  what  wo  were  at  present  enabled  to  discover.  What, 
then,  caused  this  state  of  brain  ?  lie  believed  that  it  was  always  the  re- 
sult of  inflaniination  which  had  (^,xistcd  at  some  period  or  other.  ri(^ 
thought  this,  because  inllammation  was  the  great  disorganizing  process  ; 
and  if  disorganized,  therelbre,  th(^  brain  must,  at  one  time,  have  b(>en  in- 
flamed. The  disorganization  was  the  result,  in  someway,  of  inflamma- 
tion. We  might  often  trace  insanity  in  its  early  stages  to  the  influence 
of  extreme  mental  emotion,  the  elfccts  of  alcohol,  or  of  local  injuries,  the 
insanity  subsiding  on  the  subsidence  of  these  causes,  so  that  we  had  cause 
and  erfect  at  once  before  us.  He  com})lained  that  the  term  incubation 
was  not  expressive  of  the  manner  in  which  insanity  progressed  in  its 
early  stages.  Confirmed  insanity  w^as  incurable,  as  the  brain  liad  become 
p(u-manendy  affected.  The  time  for  treatment  was  in  the  early  stage  ; 
subdue  the  inflammation  then,  and  you  subdue  the  symptom,  and  die 
bmin  regains  its  natural  condition. — Lancet. 


THE    BOSTON    MEDICAL    AND    SURGICAL  .lOURNAL 

BOSTON,     APRIL     9,      18-15. 


Study  of  Anatonn/  in  Massac.Jiu^ctt>. — Tlnough  the  instrumentality  of 
Dr.  Ephraim  Buck,  a  member  of  our  State  Legislature,  an  act  has  lately 
been  passed,  entitled  "  An  Act  concerning  the  Study  of  Medicine,"  of 
great  importance  to  the  interest  of  anatomical  science.  Dr.  Buck  de- 
serves the  special  thanks  of  the  profession  of  the  Commonwealth  for  what 
he  has  accomplished,  and  if  medical  gentlemen  were  to  make  some  de- 
monstration of  their  acknowledgments,  it  would  be  creditable  to  them. 
We  published  the  act  in  full  last  week,  so  that  each  one  may  turn  to  it^ 
who  has  occasion  to  vindicate  his  rights  on  the  point  to  which  the  law  re- 
fers. It  was  the  habit  of  some  persons,  in  some  sections  of  the  State,  to 
throw  every  ohstacle  in  the  way  of  giving  up  such  dead  subjects  as  were 
contem})latcd  by  the  statute,  instead  of  aiding  and  assisting,  as  tlicy  were 
hound  to  do  by  the  spirit  of  the  act.  Such  disobliging  functionaries, 
if  they  hereafter  have  anything  to  do  with  public  institutions,  now 
have  their  duties  very  distinctly  defined.  Physicians  are  no  longer  obliged 
to  humble  themselves  in  the  august  presence  of  some  narrow-minded  fellow, 
who   never   could   he  made  to  comprehend   the  incaicnhibie  value  of  ana- 
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tomical  researclies,  and  heseecli  of  him  to  condescend  to  act  justly  in  tlio 
premise V  The  words  of  the  new  act  are  not  lett  to  the  inter[)retation  of 
ignoranmses,  or  even  a  hencli  of  learned  judnres — since  the  lan?Ni;iL'"e  is 
in  plain  English,  and  reads  tluis — "  The  uiursccrs  uf  the  jwjr  of  ami  tuwn, 
ami  thv  maifor  and  aldermen  of  am/  city  in  tki.<  Cunmoinvealth,  shaij,,  upon 
I'equf'st,  ^ive  permission  to  an;/  regular  p/n/sirian,"  S^'r.  The  word  mr/i/, 
which  was  a  source  of  ditHculty  before,  is  abolished,  and  shall  wisely  su!)- 
stituted.  Should  any  of  the  functionaries  here  referred  to,  refuse  t')  de- 
liver up  such  subjects  as  can  be  legally  claimed,  they  would  be  liable  to 
immediate  prosecution  for  damages.  By  turning  to  the  document  itself, 
no  misapprehension,  it  will  be  seen,  can  be  entertained  in  regard  to  its 
comi)lcteness.  We  wish  the  titfi'  of  the  act  had  been  a  little  more  appro- 
priate, while  the  substance  of  it  is  so  commendable. 


Jewish  Phi/sirians  in  Jlamhnroh, — In  consideration  of  the  active  and 
generous  conduct  of  the  Jews  of  Hamburgh,  and  especially  of  the  great 
banker,  Solomon  Heine,  on  occasion  of  the  fire  in  that  city  in  }>^A'l,  their 
condition  has  been  ameliorated.  Before,  the  laws  weighed  heavily  upon 
them,  as  everywhere  else  in  Germany.  For  a  long  while,  the  Jews  of 
Hamburgh  have  been  rigidly  restricted  to  commerte  and  to  the  exercise 
of  the  mrdieaf  profession.  Now,  the  Council  of  Ancients  propose  to  open 
to  them  all  trades  and  professions. 

Wh  It  a  low  estimate,  it  would  appear,  has  been  made  of  medicine,  by 
the  enlightened  people  of  Hamburgh  !  H' the  oppressed  Israelites  studied 
any  science,  it  must  be  medicine — as  much  as  to  say,  it  is  only  a  metn 
occupation,  and  very  well  accords  with  their  character  and  ])olitical  cir- 
cumstances. Associated  with  degradation  as  medicine  is,  when  practised 
by  a  Jew,  some  of  the  brightest  luminaries  of  the  last  century  were  of  that 
despised,  persecuted  race.  Those  who  have  read  Dr.  Dunbar's  transla- 
tions of  the  early  efforts  and  cbiims  of  the  Jewish  ])liysicians  of  Europe, 
know  very  well  our  indebtedness  to  thetn,  notwithstanding  the  low  esti- 
mate in  which  tliey  are  held  by  the  authorities  of  Hamburgh. 


Spontaneous  Comhii>tiua  of  the  Ifunian  Bodi/. — Notwithstanding  the 
general  opinion  that  many  persons  have  actually  been  so  saturated  with 
alcoliol,  by  a  \o\\y  course  of  intemperance,  as  to  burn  up,  spontaneously, 
it  is  exceedingly  difficult  to  produce  a  well  authenticated  case — at  least  a 
modern  one.  Th:it  individuals  have  made  their  bodies  inflammable  by 
the  habitual  vice  of  drinking,  is  not  improbable;  but  in  most  instances 
where  bodies  have  been  discovered  partially  consumed,  the  presumption 
was  that  they  had  either  fallen  into  the  tire  or  set  their  dresses  on  fire  ac- 
cidentally. 

Quite  a  number  of  cases  of  spontaneous  combustion  are  cited  in  the 
l)ooks,  collected  from  various  countries,  which  uniformly  agree  in  one  par- 
ticular— viz.,  that  the  victims  of  such  an  awful  death  have  burned  up 
with  so  light  a  Hame,  that  even  wooden  floors  escaped,  although  the  ceil- 
ing and  plastering  over  head  were  covered  with  a  coat  of  smoke,  analogous 
t(^  lampblack.  AVatcr  thrown  upon  the  parts  in  the  act  o^  l)einLr  consinn- 
ed  by  the  progressive  invisible  tire,  wouhl  hardly  (|uench  it.     And  further, 
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it  has  sn  happonod  lint  no  person  wn?  ever  yet  j)rosont  at  llie  bofriiiiiiiiir 
oftlii*^  (Iroull'iil  phononwMJon,  to  nnrr;ite  tlio  cirriimstaiicos.  Tliis  is  a  siil>- 
j'.H'.t  iuvohod  in  nnicli  obscurity,  and  demands  a  llioron;^!!  invcsti'ration. 


Pn'nn'jilcs  of'  I^irr/tsir  Mtdir'nir. — Since  notices  \v(!ro  p;ivoii,  some 
weeks  since,  of  Dr.  Tree's  American  edition  of  Dr.  Cjuv's  nsefiil  volnme, 
we  have  carried  onr  examinations  still  further.  For  practitioners  of  law, 
it  is  a<lmirahlv  adajit(Ml,  from  the  fact  that  a  n;r('at  iininhcr  of  important 
])oints  are  presented  in  a  way  well  calcidated  to  assist  them.  'J'iicre  is 
neither  ohscnritv  in  the  text,  nor  an  over-doinir  in  the  difrest  wiiich  the 
author  evidentiv  has  in  view. 

Hut  the  Drs.  Wvck  (Mijoy  the  credit  of  havimr  aivon  to  tlie  world  the 
ablest  work  o\\  medical  iurisprudence.  Thev  take  tiie  lead  in  discnssin<r 
princi|>les.  They  have  fully  explained  the  science  of  forensic  medicine; 
and  yet,  in  poi?it  of  detail,  there  is  a  copiousness,  that  furnishes  precedents 
for  almost  every  variety  of  case  that  may  occur  in  criuiinal  law.  In  call- 
in^T  the  attention,  therefore,  of  the  medical  public  to  the  character  and 
utility  of  Dr.  Guy's  la!)ors,  we  should  be  neijlii^ent  of  duty  to  omit  men- 
tionin<jf  the  researches  and  richness  of  the  material  enterinix  into  the  com- 
position of  the  last  edition  of  the  Drs.  Beck's  royal  octavos. 

Dr.  Lee  exhibits  a  happy  tact  in  graftinir  on  such  occurrences  as 
have  transpired  here,  to  sustain  and  enhirge  the  value  of  his  author.  An 
eminent  member  of  the  Boston  bar  remarked  to  us  that  the  book  was  ex- 
ceedingly convenient  for  reference. 


Dr.  Strrrt.'^rr\<  Midical  IVorks. — It  is  a  matter  of  surprise  that  a  trea- 
tise on  Mental  Hygiene,  written  by  William  Sweetser,  M.D.,  a  few  years 
since,  never  created  any  more  sensation  in  the  reading  world.  Every 
one  who  commented  upon  it  at  all,  on  its  first  appearance,  uniformly  spoke 
in  commendatory  terms.  Dr.  Sweetser  also  wrote  a  treatise  on  Consump- 
tion, which  certainly  would  have  created  no  small  stir,  had  it  come  from 
Europe.  No  one  now  quotes  from  either  of  them,  nor  has  any  suitable 
credit  ever  been  given  the  amiable  author  for  his  exertions  in  tlie  cause  of 
science  and  humanity.  Why  has  not  a  more  elevated  place  been  assigned 
these  works  ?  Dr.  Sweetser  is  not  a  l)oisterous,  determined  actor  on  the 
medical  stage,  dashing  forward  with  the  impetuosity  of  a  mountain  tor- 
rent ;  ihe  gentle  stream  of  his  philosophy  glides  along  with  an  unruffled 
surface,  and  tlierefore  scarcely  attracts  attention.  We  think  his  medical 
inquiries  have  not  been  properly  estimated  by  his  countrymen. 


Tiro  K'uirh  of  Mrrliral  Practice  in  India. — From  various  sources,  the 
fact  seems  to  be  well  established,  that  the  native  inhabitants  of  some 
parts  of  India,  at  least,  love  to  be  under  medical  care.  Since  European 
])hvsicians  liave  established  themselves  in  that  country,  it  has  led  to  likes 
and  dislikes  of  the  native  and  foreign  systems  of  practice.  A  conununi- 
cation  from  the  Rev.  Mr.  Whittlesey,  of  the  Oodooville  Missionary  Station, 
in  the  March  number  of  tlie  Missionary  Herald,  in  treating  of  a  female 
school  inider  his  care,  shows  that  there  is  a  constant  struggle  to  keep  the 
pupils  from  runniui:  home  with  every  ailment.  There  is,  he  also  remarks, 
a  great  and  very  natural    prejiulice   among  the  pecple,  and  to  a  very  great 
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extent  uinoinr  the  ijirls  also,  iu  fivor  of  native  and  ii(rain.st  i'iuropean  prac- 
•  lice.  It  will  ho  rt'coihrct'.Hl  tlrit  we  recently  published  an  article  on  India 
practice,  prepared  by  Dr.  li  icbclder,  aii  AnKirican  [)hy.sician,  by  which  it 
prt'ttv  [)|:iinlv  apptsii<  that  therr  is  not  much  to  choose  between  bearin*'  a 
disease  and  taking  n;iti\e  remedies, 

Kxvinptloii  of  the  i^hcrulccii  Inditms  and  Afric(in>  from  Insdiiity. — Dr. 
Lillvbridge,  of  Virginia,  who  was  employed  by  the  Government  as  the 
medical  otlicer  to  supcrinteml  the  removal  of  the  Cherokee  Indians,  in 
18:27-8  and  9,  and  who  saw  more  than  twenty  thousand  Indians,  and  in- 
(piired  much  about  their  diseases,  informs  us  he  never  saw  or  heard  of  a 
case  of  insanity  among  them. 

Dr.  Butler,  who  lias  been  a  devoted  missionary  and  physician  among 
the  Cherokees  for  about  a  (piarter  of  a  century,  informs  us,  in  a  recent 
letter,  that  he  has  as  yet  seen  no  case  of  (hxided  insanity  among  them, 
though  he  has  occasioually  seen  them  delirious  when  sick  of  other  di.s- 
eases ;  and  adds,  that  an  intelligent  chief,  a  man  now  80  years  old,  told 
him  that  "  he  had  never  known  a  case  of  insanity  among  his  people,  such 
as  he  had  seen  in  the  Hospital  at  Philadel|)hia." 

Insanity  is  rare,  we  believe,  among  the  Africans.  Cinquez,  and  other  of 
the  Amisldd  Negroes,  when  in  this  country  a  ^cw  years  since,  visited  the 
Retreat  for  the  Insane  at  Hartford,  Ct.,  and  saw  many  of  the  j)atients 
there.  They  informed  the  writer  of  this  article,  that  insanity  was  very 
rare  in  their  native  country.  Most  of  them  had  never  seen  an  instance. 
Cinquez  stated,  however,  that  he  had  seen  one  case. — Ainer'uan  Juurna! of 
Insanitij.. 

The  E/ii^raftinir  of  Nervr.<;. — M.  Flourens,  in  reference  to  some  experi- 
ments made  by  M.  Tavignot,  proving  the  possibility  of  engrafting  nerves 
one  on  the  other,  reminded  the  Academy  that  he  had  })ublished,  some 
vears  since,  similar  experiments,  with  like  results.  He  had  seen  the  inter- 
laced reunion  of  several  nerves  ;  for  instance,  the  superior  nerves  with 
the  iiil'iMior  of  the  brachial  tlexus,  and  even  the  cervical  nerves  with  the 
pneumogastric.  In  all  these  cases  there  was  complete  reunion,  and  in 
some,  a  complete  return  of  function.  {See  ''  Memoirs  of  the  Academy," 
vol.  xiii.  p.  14,  and  his  "  Experimental  Researches  into  the  Functions  of 
the  Nervous  System,"  &-c.,  p.  27:2,  ct  scrj.) — London  Lancet. 


Prof(.-;sional  Men  in  Havana. — There  are  30^^  licentiates  and  doctors  of 
law  in  the  city,  and  1 1  ecclesiastical  advocates  ;  he^\<\e^  escrihano^  and procn- 
radorr^  publicos,  notaries  and  attorneys.  It  has  also  85  medico-chirurgians, 
'21)  phvsicians,  90  surgeons,  and  57  sub-surgeons,  who,  in  urgent  cases, 
are  permitted  to  render  assistance  to  the  wounded  or  sick,  until  a  surgeon 
or  physician  can  be  brought.  A  large  number  of  barbers,  88,  receive 
licenses  to  bleed,  cup,  leech,  apply  blisters  and  setons,  and  extract  teeth, 
and  are  generally  employed  for  these  porposes  by  the  higher  branches  of 
the  profession,  of  which  they  form  the  fag-end. — Notes  on  Cuba. 


Medical  Graduates. — Medical  Institution  of  Yale  College,  11  ;   Univer- 
sity  of  xMaryhind,  4:3;  Medical   Institute   of  Louisville,  77   (including    3 
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honorary  and  :^  ml  unuhvi):  Jrlfrrson  Medical  CoIIclh',  IK):  Collo^^o  of 
Physicians  and  Surgeons,  N.  V.,3:J;  University  of  tlic  ( 'ity  of  New  York, 
Vli).— Medical  Nncs. 


Medical  Misccf/ani/.—VixsMid  Assistant  Surgeon  Dr.  Robert  Wood- 
^vortll  is  ordered  lo  Waslunirton,  i)rei)aratory  to  entering  upon  tli(!  duties 
of  Assistant  to  the  bureau  of  Medicine  and  Surgery. — Dr.  Miller  has 
been  appointed  tliird  Assistant  Post  Master  General. — Pas.sed  Assistant  Sur- 
ixeon  Charles  II.  \\'heel\vright  is  ordered  to  tlie  Naval  II()si)ital  in  Pensa- 
cola,  durino-  tlu^  absence  of  Surgeon  liaise,  three  months. — A  boy,  J  3 
years  old,  (Tied  lately  in  the  New  York  House  of  Refuge,  in  consequence 
of  swallowing  a  piece  of  tobacco,  given  him  clandestinely.  He  com- 
plained of  pain  in  one  leg,  vomited  and  died  the  next  day.  The  stomach 
was  much  intlame.d.— Surgeon  Thomas  Dillard,  U.  S.  N.,  detached  from 
the  Yard  at  Portsmouth,  N.  II.,  with  leave  for  three  months.  Surgeon  H. 
N.  Glentwt)rth  ordered  to  Portsmouth. — Dr.  Samuel  Kennedy  has  been  con- 
victed of  the  murder  of  Benj.  Wait,  on  the  29th  of  Dec.  last.— Dr.  W. 
A.  Sparks,  of  Society  Hills,  S.  C,  has  received  the  appointment  of  Con- 
sulate at  Naples. 


To  CoRRKSPONDKNTb.— Dr.  Nelson's  paper,  from  Montreal,  has  been  received 
and  will  be  inserted  ne.Kt  week. 


Maruied,— In  this  city,  Dr.  Daniel  Chaplin,  of  Cambridgeport,  to  Miss  Caro- 
line Augusta  Ilayward.—S.  Everett  Swift,  M.D.,  of  Colchester,  Conn.,  to  Miss  M. 
U.  Parsons. 


Died, — At  Harvard,  Mass.,  Dr.  Samuel   Young,  64.- 
Matson  Smith,  M.D.,  78. 


-At  New  Rochelle,  N.  Y., 


Number  of  deaths  in  Boston,  for  the  weekending  April,  5,40— Male?,  21  ;  Females,  19.    Stillborn,  4. 

Of  consumj)tion,  6— typhus  lever,  2— di.sease  of  the  heart,  1— inflammation  of  the  bo^Yels,  1— 
scarlet  fever,  5— infantile,  2— accidental,  1— stoppage  in  the  bowels,  1— tumor,  1— scrofula,  ]— lung 
lever,  6— croup,  1— brain  fever,  1— coneestion  of  the  brain,  1— convulsions,  1— dropsy,  2— teething,  1 
—childbed,  1— billons  fever,  1- paralvsis,  1— dropsy  on  the  brain,  1— drowned,  1— intemperance,  1. 

Under  5  vears,  17— between  5  and  20  years,  5— between  20  and  60  years,  15— over  GO  years,  3. 


REGISTER     OF     THE     WEATHER, 

Kept  at  the  State  Lxumtlc  Hospital,  Worcester,  Mass.  I.at.  42°  15'  40".  Elevation  A^^  ft . 
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March  has  been  a  pleasant  monih  for  the  scjuson  :  l)Ut  little  rain  has  fallen,  and  the  ground  is 
imusually  drv  mid  W(4I  settled.  The  last  few  days  have  been  mild  and  pleasant.  The  season  is 
forward.'  Tli<;  lange  of  the  Barometer  has  been  from  2-.efi  lo  29.76— of  the  Thermometer,  from  11  to 
73.  Rain  fallen,  3.29  iiirlics— snow,  10  iii<-lu;s.  Arbutus  in  blossom  27lh  day— Paphne  Mezereoil  ill 
blossom  on  the  29ih— Asprn-lcavt'd  J'ojilar  in  blossom  on  the  30ih, 
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The  Xi'iv  Poit  Ojfire  Ituw — Publi-iher' s  Notice. — By  tiio  recent  inodi- 
ficatioii  of  the  laws  of  the  Uiiiled  States  relatin;r  to  ilie  rates  ol"  posta^e^ 
some  changes  will  take  place  tni  the  1st  of  July,  in  certain  cases,  in  tlie 
postage  upon  the  IVos.  ot'  this  Journal,  of  which  suhscritjcrs  may  nee<i 
to  be  reminded.  Although,  by  this  modification  of  the  law,  the  objec- 
tionable difference  which  has  heretofore  been  made  between  newspaper 
and  magazine  postage  has  not  been  wholly  abolished,  a  measure  of  relief 
has  been  obtained — and,  so  far  as  the  weekly  Nos.  of  this  Journal  are 
concerned,  to  the  full  extent  desired.  By  the  definition  now  given  to  the 
portion  of  *'  mailable  matter  "  which  is  to  be  cliarged  with  "  newspa- 
per "  postage,  there  cannot  be  a  shadow  of  doubt  that  works  like  our  Jour- 
nal are  included  in  it — as,  in  addition  to  the  former  dehuition,  which  we 
always  considered  sufficient,  it  is  now  definitely  stated  tliat  periodicals 
"conveying  intelligence  of  passing  events"  arc  to  be  considered  as 
newspapers  if  publislied  at  intervals  of  not  more  than  one  month,  and 
*'  consisting  of  not  more  than  two  sheets.''  The  rate  of  postage,  there- 
fore, on  the  Nos.  of  this  Journal,  sent  by  mail,  from  the  iirst  of  July 'next, 
will  be,  within  'M  miles  of  Boston,  "  free  of  any  charge  ;"  over  fV)  miles, 
and  mider  100,  or  anywhere  within  the  State,  one  cent  ;  over  100 
miles,  one  and  a  half  cent.  It  is  not  anticij^ated  tiiat  any  postmaster 
will  ([uestion  this  interpretation  of  the  new  law  with  regard  to  the  Medical 
Journal,  as  it  is  its  only  obvious  meaning,  and  its  correctness  h;is  been 
decided  upon  in  the  Boston  post-office  ;  but  it  may  need  the  vigilance  of 
subscribers  in  some  cases  to  see  that  the  change  is  promptly  made. 

With  regard  to  postage  on  letters,  the  new  law,  while  it  greatly  reduces 
the  rates  of  charge,  takes  away  certain  privileges  which  have  heretofore 
been  a  great  convenience  to  subscribers  and  publishers.  As  we  under- 
stand it,  postmasters  will  not  be  allowed  to  frank  letters  containing  money 
from  subscribers.  But  the  odious  requirement  of  multiplying  tlie  amount 
of  postage  for  every  additional  piece  of  paper  in  a  letter  is  abolished,  and 
all  letters  weighing  less  than  half  an  ounce,  which  they  would  do,  written 
on  a  common  letter  sheet,  with  quite  a  number  of  bank  bills  enclosed, 
will  go  ^300  miles  for  five  cents,  and  any  where  over  that  distance  in  the 
United  States  for  ten  cents.  We  shall  probably  have  occasion  to  refer  to 
the  subject  of  letter  postage  again,  and  shall  endeavor  to  decide  upon 
some  standing  regulations  by  which  subscribers  to  the  Journal  will  enjoy 
at  least  some  of  the  privileges,  in  forwarding  their  subscriptions,  of  which 
the  new  law  deprives  them.  In  the  mean  time,  those  in  arrears  are  re- 
quested to  remit,  under  their  postmasters'  franks,  while  tliey  in'^iy. 

Kentucky  Institution  for  the  Blind. — The  "Third  Annual  Report"  of 
this  interesting  establishment  has  just  been  laid  on  our  table.  It  presents 
much  to  interest  every  benevolent  mind.  Within  the  past  year  the  Board 
of  Visiters  have  erected  a  cnpacious,  commodious  and  beautiful  edifice,  in 
t!ie  edge  of  Louisville,  which  will  be  finished  in  the  course  of  the  ensuing 
spring.  The  number  of  pupils  is  2:2,  varying  in  age  from  9  to  24  years. 
They  are  contented,  and  make  good  progress  in  spelling,  reading,  writing, 
arithmetic,  music,  and  various  handicraft  arts.  They,  in  general,  enjoy 
good  health.  Indeed,  it  has  been  found  that  the  health  of  almost  every 
pupil  has  improved  since  coming  into  the  institution — the  beneficial  result 
of  regular  training  in  regard  to  study,  exercise,  diet  and  sleep. —  VAstcrn 
Journal  of  Medicine  and  Surgcr>/. 
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ACCIDENTAL   WOUNDS   OF   BI.OODV  KSSI.LS. 

To  tlip  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir, — Should  you  drein  the  followinir  remarks  worthy  ol"  a  place  in  your 
valuable  and  impartial  Journal,  they  are  quite  at  your  service,  and  may 
be  the  means  of  savini^  some  lives.  I  am,  he, 

Your  constant  reader,  Wolfrkd  Nelson. 

Montreal,  Canada,  March  '21,  1845. 

About  forty  years  ago,  when  I  commenced  practice,  medical  men  in 
Canada,  especially  in  the  country  parishes,  were  indeed  "  few  and  far 
between,"  and  those  of  any  ability  still  more  scarce ;  hence  it  was  that 
I  had  repeated  calls  to  a  distance,  particularly  for  cases  of  bad  wounds — 
and  it  has  happened  that  I  have  arrived  only  in  time  to  s(!e,  perchance, 
a  fine,  vigorous  young  man  breathe  his  last,  dying  of  a  wound  of  even 
so  trivial  an  artery  as  that  of  the  dor  salts  jpcdis.  Fatal  results  from  le- 
sions of  larger  arteries  were  consequently  more  common  still. 

Violent  bleeding  from  a  wound  causes  oftentimes  the  cheek  of  a  vete- 
ran surgeon  to  grow  pale  ;  how  much  greater,  then,  must  be  the  agony 
of  one  who  is  conscious  of  his  inability  to  cope  with  the  danger.  Not 
only  is  his  own  reputation  at  stake,  but,  what  is  far  worse,  the  life  of  a  fel- 
low creature.  The  situation  of  the  country  practitioner,  all  over  the 
world,  is  frequently  one  of  great  trial.  He  stands  alone  to  manage  a 
case  which,  peradventure,  in  a  city  would  congregate  half  a  dozen  of  the 
''  eminent "  together  ;  and,  even  w  hen  the  nearest  neighbor  is  in  attend- 
ance, the  stock  of  talent  and  experience  may  not  be  increased.  Alone, 
too  often,  has  he  to  take  counsel  of  himself,  and  to  bear  on  his  own 
shoulders  not  only  the  whole  moral  responsibility  of  the  case,  but  also,  if 
it  terminates  unfavorably,  all  the  reproaches  and  odium  so  lavishly 
and  frequently  unjustly  poured  upon  him.  Not  daring  to  cut  down  upon 
an  artery  to  secure  it,  he  has  recourse  to  compresses  and  cloths,  which 
are  piled  without  order  or  method  over  the  wound,  and  then  a  tight 
bandage  over  all.  Severe  pain  soon  follows,  the  strap  or  cord  is  loosened, 
a  new  gush  of  blood  issues,  another  hard  pull  is  made  on  the  string,  an- 
other scream  succeeds  ;  it  is  in  a  few  minutes  slackened  aoain,  and  again 
is  there  a  fresh  flow  of  blood  ;  and  what  between  twistinir  and  untwisting 
the  bandage,  the  violence  of  the  pain  and  the  loss  of  blood,  the  poor  vic- 
tim soon  dies  a  martyr  to  ignorance  or  the  want  of  nerve  and  energy  of 
his  surgeon. 
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Now ,  if  a  more  methodical  plan  was  adopted  ia  the  application  of 
compresses  and  bandages,  1  hesitate  not  to  say  that  such  a[)[)uHing  scenes 
would  he  far  less  often  experienced.  1  have  very  seldom  htx*n  compelled 
to  tie  an  artery  on  the  hand  or  foot,  and  on  the  only  two  occasions  afford- 
ed me  of  late  for  treating  wounds  of  the  larger  arteries,  I  have  succeeded 
in  effecting  a  permanent  cure  by  compression  alone. 

The  first  case  was  that  of  a  boy  15  years  old.  While  cutting  a 
stick,  he  drove  his  knife  into  the  femoral  artery  in  the  middle  of  the  thigh  ; 
almost  simultaneously  with  a  dreadful  gush  of  blood,  he  fainted,  lieing 
at  my  door  at  the  time,  for  it  was  hard  by,  1  heard  him  screech,  and  then 
his  mother  scream.  I  closed  the  wound,  had  it  Ix'ld  tight  with  the  tuo 
thumbs  of  an  assistant,  who  grasped  securely  the  limb  at  the  same  tune. 
An  old  linen  sheet  was  torn  in  slips  of  not  more  than  three  inches  broad, 
and  a  bandage  of  eight  yards  was  at  once  formed.  It  was  first  ])ut 
rather  tight  over  the  toes,  foot  and  ankle,  and  then  carried  up  the  leg 
as  it  would  apply,  without  twist  or  wrinkle  ;  about  three  turns  sufHced  to 
reach  the  groin  ;  it  was  then  passed  round  the  body,  brought  to  meet  at 
the  groin  again,  and  well  pinned  there  ;  it  was  then  carried  dow  n  the  limb 
on  the  opposite  side,  passed  over  the  instep,  and  then  in  a  carel'ul  manner 
wound  round  the  leg,  overla))ping  each  turn  by  an  inch.  When  arrived 
at  the  injury,  a  compress  about  half  an  inch  thick  and  three  times  as  large, 
was  cautiously  j)laced  over  the  artery,  the  bandage  cuimingly  applied  over 
it,  and  it  was  then  continued  with  the  same  degree  of  force  as  below  up  to 
the  groin,  and  jiasscd  once  more  round  the  body,  and  lastly  made  fast  on 
the  top  of  the  thigh.  Rest,  &£c.  &ic.  was  strictly  enjoined.  Not  another 
drop  of  blood  was  lost,  and  in  a  fortnight  the  bandage  was  removed,  and 
the  cure  perfect.  It  is  true  the  leg  (the  left)  was  by  the  compression  de- 
cidedly smaller  than  its  neighbor  ;  but  this  difference  in  a  few  weeks 
disap|)eared. 

The  other  case  was  that  of  a  very  athletic  man,  w  ho,  while  in  a  stale 
of  intoxication,  accidentally  plunged  a  butcher's  knife  into  the  middle  of 
the  leg,  and  severed  the  anterior  tibial  artery.  A  vvxy  profuse  haMiioi- 
rhage  ensued.  When  I  reached  his  house  he  was  thought  to  be  dying  ; 
and  truly  I  never  saw  a  more  sad  spectacle.  A  big  man  lying  on 
the  floor,  all  cov^ered  with  blood,  pale,  and  gasping  for  breath  ;  wife  and 
children  crving,  and  neighbors  pushing  and  hustling  each  other.  A  diftu- 
sible  stimulant  was  immediately  poured  doNxn  his  throat,  and  another 
sheet  put  in  requisition.  The  leg,  a  very  muscular  one,  was,  as  in  the 
above  case,  first  bandaged  upwards  and  then  downwards,  and  then  over 
these  opposite  turns,  the  roller  was  carefully  and  firmly  w  ound  round  till 
it  reached  the  knee,  a  compress  having  been  applied  over  the  cut.  No 
further  bleeding  ensued. 

It  is  my  conviction,  that  had  these  cases  occurred  in  the  practice  of 
certain  '•  country  doctors,"  a  fatal  termination  would  have  resulted.  For 
there  are  men  who  conceive  that  to  arrest  a  hemorrhage,  a  tourniquet  is 
indispensable  ;  that  a  pile  of  sponges  and  lint  must  be  at  hand,  with  a 
due  array  of  scalpels,  hooks,  needles  and  ligatures  ;  but  the  young  surgeon 
should  recollect  that  he  can  always,  for  a  time  at  least,  control  the  flow 
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of  blood  with  his  hands.  Let  liim,  theivfon^,  hurl  off  all  the  bloody 
cloths  wliicli  "'  with  awkward  h.isli'"  had  been  put  on  the  injury,  and 
like  a  man  of  soin>'  jll(!^nl(■nt,  at  least,  coolly  look  it  in  the  face,  and 
not,  as  I  have  m'cii.  hi'ap  iml^n  npon  rHii;s,  as  if  there  was  a  monster  to  be 
confMu^d,  u  liose  escape  would  jeopardi/e  all  present.  Siieh  things  I  have 
witnessed.  It  is  astonishing  how  soon  the  tears,  lamentations  and  luibbub 
cease  in  a  crowd  of  anxious  friends,  when  one  reilt^ctinfr,  bold  individual, 
thouirh  not  a  surgeon,  stoutly  approaches  the  sufferer  and  manfully  grasps 
the  l)le(Mlin<j:  pait.  On  such  occasions  a  professional  i-e[)utati()n  is  r-oon 
won  or  lo^t. 

In  my  humble  opinion  it  is  an  error  to  think  that  an  artery,  yea  even  u 
laroje  one,  cannot  be  compressed  but  with  oreat  powc^r.  Dupuytren  and 
other  distinguished  sur^eons  say,  decidedly,  that  great  for.e  is  not  re- 
quired to  arrest  the  circidation.  In  my  practice  1  certainly  use  fai"  less 
etfort  in  these  matters,  than  might  be  deemed  expedient.  But  the  pres- 
sure should  be  not  onlv  up  to  the  injury,  and  over  it,  l)ut  over  the  whole 
lijnb,  or  to  the  nearest  joint  ;  and  if  the  accident  is  there,  let  the  whole 
limb  be  enveloped  with  the  roller.  I  do  not  know  if  the  following  ex- 
planation of  the  modus  operandi  of  my  plan  be  correct,  but  in  the  ab- 
sence of  a  better,  to  m(^.  it  apj)ears  satisfactory.  By  encircling  the  whole 
limb  )>retty  tightly,  but  not  sufliciently  so  to  stop  the  entire  circulation, 
the  balance  of  the  circulation  is  equally  maintained  in  every  part,  as  well 
above  as  below  the  wound.  Indeed,  it  is  my  opinion  that  pressure  is 
<nen  more  important  above  the  wound.  There  is  not,  therefore,  that  in- 
stinctive necessity  for  more  blood  to  fill  the  veins,  which  would  seem  to 
exert  a  draught,  or  rather  a  drawing  operation,  on(3  of  attraction,  as  it 
w^?re,  on  the  arteries,  for  blood  to  replenish  them  ;  but  in  their  reduced 
calibre,  that  '-aspiration,"  as  the  French  would  term  it,  no  longer  exists  : 
nor  is  there  room  for  inlillration  or  effusion,  wherefore  there  is  neither 
swelling  nor  inflammation,  yet  the  beat  of  the  member,  a  little  reduced,  it 
is  true,  is  f^ir  less  diminislied  dian  might  be  apprehended.  The  blood 
passing  through  the  wounded  and  compressed  artery  and  arriving  at  the 
wounded  part  in  a  greatly  diminished  stream,  has,  of  course,  its  impetus 
greatly  lessened,  and  cannot  distend  the  parietes — the  divided  parts,  it  is 
reasonable  to  suppose,  are  kept  in  juxtaposition,  and  consecjuently  soon 
heal.  Let  my  opinion  go  for  what  it  is  worth,  and  however  correct  or 
incorrect  the  theory  may  be,  the  facts  above  stated  cannot  be  denied. 

Liston  and  other  celebrated  men  have  invented  cross  bars  with  screws 
and  bandages  ;  then  hoops  or  half  circles  of  steel,  with  a  due  proportion 
of  screws  and  pads  ;  also  large  forceps  or  pliers,  with  abundance  of  ac- 
com])animents,  for  the  purpose  of  pressing  only  on  the  injured  ]iart 
and  on  the  opposite  side,  so  as  not  to  interfere  with  the  general  circula- 
tion. Yet  these  devices  are  oftentimes  sufliciently  troidilesome,  and  are 
always  attended  with  more  or  less  pain.  These  gentlemen  bandage  the 
lower  part  of  the  limb  in  a  careful  manner,  but  at  the  ver)'  part  above  the 
injurv,  where  it  is  most  required,  to  diminish  the  vascular  action,  it  is  dis- 
continued. As  remarked  before,  with  a  well-adapted  bandage  and  mode- 
rate compress  over  the  wound,  the  bleeding  will  be  arrested  ;  and  it  strikes 
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me  forcibly,  that  certain  aneurisms  might  thus  be  cured.  At  h-ast  the 
attempt  could  be  marie  without  impiudence  or  danger.  Let  iJiose  who 
have  belter  opportunities  test  tht;  suggestion. 

As  1  may  not  have  been  sufficiently  explicit  or  clear  in  my  description 
of  the  two  first  turns  or  passes  of  the  bandage,  which  are  merely  prelimi- 
nary to  the  application  of  the  roller,  1  will  here  state,  that  it  is  firmly 
wound  roiuid  the  limb  two  or  three  times,  just  as  it  will  adapt  itself,  Hat 
and  even.  It  is  tirst  carried  up  the  limb,  then  down  on  the  other  side,  in 
the  same  manner — this  confines  the  muscles,  and  prevents  the  roller  from 
slipping  down,  as  it  is  prone  to  do  over  the  dry  and  slippery  skin  ;  and 
to  prevent  all  possibility  of  this  accident,  I  put  a  pin  between  each  fold 
or  turn.  A  narrow  bandage  sets  better — the  pressure  is  more  equal,  it 
requires  few  or  no  twists,  and  is  snug  and  seemingly.  Should  tlie  prac- 
tice 1  have  here  described  and  followed  lor  many  years,  be  equally  suc- 
cessful in  other  hands,  1  shall  esteem  myself  fortunate  in  having  added 
my  humble  modicum  of  information  to  the  common  stock  of  a  most  useful 
and  most  arduous  ])rofession. 


HIS'J'OKICAL   fc^KETCH   OF   TOBACCO    FKOM   1GI4   TO    1625. 
By  S.  J.  W.  Tabor,  M.D.,  Shelburne    Falls,  Ms. 
|(\niiit)tiMicated   for  the   Boston   Medical   and  Surgical   Jouriinl.] 

Notwithstanding  the  anathemas  thundered  by  James  I.,  of  England, 
against  tobacco,  the  taste  lor  the  article  continued  to  prevail  in  Great 
Britain,  and  it  is  no  small  proof  of  its  great  ascendancy  to  see  it  bearing 
up  boldly  against  royal  invective  and  courtly  objurgation.  Some,  or  it 
were  better  to  sa),  many  who  trim  their  sails  by  winds  blowing  from 
rulers,  followed  in  the  wake  of  James,  but  the  great  mass  of  smokers  per- 
sisted in  their  practice,  and  the  great  increase  of  duties  placed  upon  to- 
bacco did  not  prevent  its  importation.  The  custom,  too,  prevailed  more 
extensively  in  other  parts  of  Europe  than  heretofore,  and  the  demand  for 
tobacco  was  greatly  increased.  In  1615  the  Dutch  commenced  cultivat- 
ing it  at  home.*  It  was  planted  at  Amesfort,  a  place  which  subsequently 
became  liimous  lor  raising  a  valued  quality.  The  tobacco,  however, 
which  was  raised  by  the  Spaniards  in  the  West  Indies,  was  at  this  time 
the  highest  esteemed,  and  in  England  bore  by  far  the  highest  price.  A 
pound  of  it  brought  eighteen  shillings,  while  a  pound  of  that  from  Vir- 
ginia could  only  find  a  market  at  fifteen  shillings  less  :f  still  even  at  three 
shillings  a  pound,  with  a  steady  or  increasing  demand,  the  American  plant- 
ers made  large  profits,  and  in  1616  a  perfect  mania  for  cultivating  tobac- 
co prevailed  among  them.  Every  nook  and  corner  of  soil  was  devoted 
to  this  vegetable,  and  the  land  which  ought  to  have  been  reserved  for  the 
cultivation  of  the  necessaries  and  indispensable  comforts  of  life — the 
very  streets  of  Jamestow^n  itself — a  profanation  indeed  for  a  town  named 
after  the  "  British  Solomon  !" — were  planted  with  it.f     When  Captain 

*  Abkurziins  von  dtr  Anleitunj;  zur  Technologie  von  J.  A.  Beckmann,  p.  ISS. 

t  Roberison's  Uistory  o("  the  Discovery  and  Settlement  of  America,  hook  ix.  p.  411. 

t  Stith'fi  nist<'ry  of  tlie  First  Discovery  and  Settlement  of  Virginia,  p.  ]-i6. 
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Ari;;il  ari'lvt'd  ;i-  (K>|)ul\ -i;()\ cnior  uiuh-r  Lord  l.)(davv;in;,  in  ltil7,  he 
Ibmul  ''  the  |)tH)|)l('  (lispcrst'd,  wlirrevt;r  they  could  fmd  room,  to  cultivaU? 
tilt'.  2)rccious  ivecil,  the  value  of  which  was  supposed  to  he  much  aug- 
mented hy  a  iiinv  mode  of  cure,  dryinij;  It  on  lines  rather  than  rciiiieiuing 
it  in  heaps."*  iNolhimi;  rectMved  attcuitioii  hut  tohacco,  for  Helknap  adds, 
"  the  palisades  were  hiokni,  i/ie  church  fallen  doivn,  and  tlu;  well  of  frci-'h 
water  spoiled."  'I'he  authorities  of  the  colony  endeavored  to  cheek  this 
mania,  hut  the  lust  of  gain  and  the  maddening  spirit  of  speculation  over- 
leaped the  hounds  of  reason,  and  the  people  wen;  only  restored  to  their 
senses  hy  the  failure  of  their  ill-judged  schemes  for  spetidy  riches.  To- 
bacco hv  law  was  pric(ul  at  three  shillings  per  pound,  and  the  advance 
on  goods  imported  from  England  was  twenty -fiv(!  j)er  cent.f 

Tin;  plantei's  were  right  in  turning  their  chi(;f  attention  to  tobacco,  but 
erred  in  pushing  it  to  so  great  an  extreme.  Their  labor  before  had  be(;n 
direct(Ml  to  objects  which  encountered  too  much  competition  in  Europe, 
such  as  the  planting  of  vineyards,  the  manufacture  of  tar,  glass,  and  other 
articles.  But  from  this  time  tbe  industry  of  Virginia  took  a  new  direc- 
tion :  tobacco  becanKi  and  has  continued  her  staple:  it  proved  the  source 
of  her  riches,  when  the  cultivation  was  the  result  of  cool  calculation  in- 
stead of  feverish  excitement,  and  was  made  a  legal  tender — the  currency 
of  the  colony  J — a  currency,  if  not  liable  to  so  many  fluctuations  as  the 
issues  of  modern  ban.ks,  yet,  as  we  shall  see,  subjected  to  exaltations  and 
depressions.  This  weed  became  peculiar  to  Virginia,  and  at  a  time  wben 
English  chartered  companies,  the  schemes  of  nobles  and  British  lotteries 
failed  to  settle  the  prosperity  of  the  colony  on  a  sure  basis,  or  much  in- 
crease its  inhabitants,  tobacco  did  all  this,  and  exerted  an  influence  on  the 
manners,  customs,  modes  of  feeling,  interests  and  politics,  in  that  portion 
of  America,  which  had  no  inconsiderable  bearing  on  the  glorious  struggle 
which  established  the  liberty  of  the  United  States.  From  its  first  plant- 
ing In  America  it  continued  to  increase  In  extent  of  cultivation  and  value, 
so  that  the  Rev.  Jeremy  Belknap,  referring  to  King  James's  proclamations 
and  laws,  says,<5»  "  since  that  time  tobacco  has  become  an  important  arti- 
cle of  commerce,  by  which  individuals  in  Europe  and  America,  as  ivell 
as  colonies  and  nations,  have  risen  to  great  opulence." 

The  year  1619  was  a  notable  one  both  in  the  history  of  tobacco  and  of 
Virginia.  A  new^  importation  was  made  thither  from  England,  and  one 
much  needed  by  the  colony — an  importation  of  women  !  Twelve  hun- 
dred and  sixty-on(i  persons,  through  the  exertions  of  Sir  Edwin  Sandys, 
and  the  brilliant  prospects  of  the  colony,  were  Induced,  unlike  many  who 
had  preceded  them,  to  embark  from  Great  Britain  with  the  intention  of 
becoming  permanent  settlers  in  the  New  World,  and  not  to  gain  a  fortune 
by  planting  and  commerce,  and  then  return  to  England  to  enjoy  it.||  Be- 
fore 1619  very  few,  if  any,  single  women  who  were  not  accompanied  by 
parents,  brothers,  or  near  relatives,  had   emigrated   to  America,  but  this 

*  Bflkiiiip'x  American  Hiofjrnphy,  vol.  ii    p.  154. 

t  Stith's  ilintory  of  the  Firxt  Discovery  and  Settlement  of  Virginia,  p.  147. 

I   MiincroCrs  Flistory  of  tlie  United  States,  vol.  i,  chap.   iv.  p.  151. 

{  AtnericJin  Hin:»rH|)hy,  vol.  i.  p.  319. 

p  tiiiili'«  History  of  the  First  Discovery  and  Settlement  of  Virginia,  p.  165, 
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year  ninety  unnuuned  women  vS  n^spectabillty,  ^jU'iisini;  manners  and 
appearance,  and,  as  an  author  ol  that  year  expresses  it,  ''  yoim^  and  un- 
corrupt,"*  went  to  Virginia  ainoiii(  the  \'2G[  persons  sent  by  Sandys, 
literally  "  to  seek  their  ibrtunes."  The  corporation  transported  th«*m  at 
its  own  expense,  deniundiiiijj  rigorously,  however,  a  hundred  jjouiids  of 
tobacco  from  the  men  who  marritnl  them,  and  as  tht^y  were  iminediate'ly 
united  to  tenants  of  the  eoinj)an\',  or  other  tliriving  men,  and  as  the  debt  l<)r 
a  wife  was  coiisi(k'red  a  del)t  of  honor,  the  consiginnent  proved  one  of  profit 
instead  of  loss.  Indeed  an  act  of  tlie  Assembly  ordained  that  "the  price 
of  a  wife  should  have  the  precedence  of  all  other  debts  in  recovery  and 
pavment,  because,  of  nil  kinds  of  mcrchaitdiz*',  this  was  the  most  desir- 
able."f  Such  novel  siji[)ments,  of  course,  occasioned  mu'  h  merriment 
among  the  w  its.  Dean  Swift,  in  his  poem  entitled  A  (^uiet  Life  and  a 
Good  Name,  speakin;4  of  an  uncomfortable  wife,  says, 

•'Z'Hinds!  I  woiilfl  ship  lior  to  Jamaica, 
Or  truck  the  cunioii  i'vc  loiiacco  I"'t 

Tom   Biowii    tells   his   readers  of  '•  virtuous   maidens  that  are  willinor  to 

o 

be  transported  with  William  Penn  into  Maryland,  for  th(^  propagation  of 
Quakerism. "*§»  Thesj  marriages,  however,  increased,  strengthened,  and 
benefited  the  colony,  made  it  more  permanent  and  prosperous,  gav^e  it 
more  the  character  of  home,  and  quieted  the  longings  of  its  inhabitants 
for  England.  Contentment  was  in  a  great  degree  secured,  and  trade  with 
FAU-ope  received  fresh  impulses.  The  Importation  of  to])accoto  England, 
of  what  was  raised  tlie  year  before,  amounted  to  twenty  thousand  pounds. || 
The  product  of  Virginia  tobacco  began  now  to  more  than  supply  the 
demand  made  for  it  in  England,  and  the  Virginia  corporation  inade  ar- 
rangements to  dispose  of  the  article  in  IVTiddleburgh  and  Flu=;hino-.1[  It 
would  be  supposed  tliat  James,  if  his  fears  for  the  health  and  prosperity 
of  his  subjects  were  sincere,  would  have  joyfully  beheld  the  pernicious 
i'  drugge  "  diverted  from  his  own  kingdom.  Such  was  not  the  case. 
James  would  not  consent  that  the  commodity  raised  in  his  colonies  should 
find  a  market  out  of  England.  Although  his  enactments  had  stated  that 
"  a  great  part  of  the  treasure  of  his  land  w^as  spent  and  exhausted  by  this 
onelie  drugge  so  licensiously  abused,"**  yet  he  found  that  the  duties  upon 
it  brought  money  into  the  royal  coffers,  and  tbat  overcame  the  dislike  he 
bad  formerly  expressed  for  the  weed,  and  the  desire  he  once  manifested 
to  rid  Great  Britain  of  It.  He  and  his  privy  council  determined  to  stop 
tlie  trade  with  Flushing  and  IMiddleburgh  and  all  European  states, ff  and 
concerted  measures  and  enacted  laws  accordini>lv.  In  England,  as  we 
have  seen,  no  tobacco  which  had  been  imported  could  be  sold  without 
the  payment  of  large   impost.     This   was   enjoined  by  a  decree  of  the 

*  A  Note  of  the  Sliippinir,  Men  and  Provisions  sent  to  Virginia  in  1619,  p.  1,  2,  3. 
t  Stith's  History  oi'  ilie  First  Discovery  and  Settlement  ot  Virginia,  p.  lyT. 

*  Tlie  Works  of  JcuiitthiUi  Swif>,  vol.  xiv.  p.  199. 

§  Tile  Works  of  Mr.  Ttioiiius  Brown,  vol.  iii.  p.  29.  , 
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kins;  on  tlie  '25111  of  May,  Kill),*  and  on  iIk;  I'lith  of  tlio  following 
I\o\'("nil)(M' lie  puhlislicd  a  proclamation  to  cnfoi-fc  im'-  dccrco  :f  hut  in 
ordt'i-  that  no  lohacro  should  he  uscmI  wliicdi  had  nol  j)aid  a  lax  to  th(^ 
kind's  ticasuiy,  on  ihc  .'JOlh  of  DcccMnhcr,  16 M),  Janics  forhadf  (he  rul- 
tuiv  of  toharco  in  Kiii^land  and  Wales. J  the  only  parN  of  Cireat  Hiitain 
that  had  then  attcniplcd  raising  il,and  ordenul  nil  thr  phmis  which  wcic 
^rowinu:  to  he  rooted  up. 

This  last  measure  was  p.ol  unwelcome  to  tlie  American  planters,  since, 
as  a  sort  of  (Miuivalenl  for  th(!  high  duties  with  \vhich  (ohacco  was  hur- 
thened,  they  were  ensured  against  the  compcMition  of  the  plant  raised  in 
England  and  sold  without  heing  suhject  to  impost.  This  in  some  degree 
united  the  interests  of  James  and  the  planters,  and  in  order  still  further 
to  secure  the  exorhitant  tax(^s  to  himself,  he  not  only  thus  gave  them  die* 
exclusive?  possession  of  the  English  market,  hut  on  the  7th  of  April, ^  and 
the  '29th  of  June, II  1620,  enacted  that  the  importation  and  sale  of  tohac- 
co  should  require  a  si)ecial  license  from  himself.  By  tho  Commissio  Spc- 
cialis  cojiccniens  le  Ciarhlijig  Ilcrbte  iSicotiarKc  he  a])pointed  a  hoard  of 
tobacco  inspectors — regular  Glentworths  perhaps — consisting  of  eight  per- 
sons, ''  to  the  intent,"  as  he  says  in  his  '•  princelie  consideration,"  that  the 
"  suhjects  of  his  realm  should  not  be  occasioned  to  us(.'  any  unwholesome 
spices  or  druggs,  to  the  ympayring  of  the  health,  or  to  buy  the  bad  instead  of 
the  good,  to  the  ympayring  of  their  substance. "II  Still  further  to  oppress 
the  tobacco  planters,  he  commanded  the  Virginia  company  to  transport  to 
their  colony  "  one  hundred  dissolute  persons  convicted  of  crimes,  who 
should  be  delivered  to  them  by  the  knight  marshall,"**  tlie  execution  of 
which  cost  £4000.  The  same  year  also  beheld  the  introduction  of  Afri- 
can negroes  into  the  colony  for  the  culture  of  tobacco.ft  ^'om  which 
germ  the  present  existence  of  slavery  in  the  United  States  has  grown. 

While  James  I.  was  making  these  decrees,  laws,  and  proclamations, 
and  procuring  no  inconsiderable  revenue  from  the  importation  and  con- 
sum])tion  of  tobacco,  it  was  continuing  to  press  farther  into  the  recesses 
of  Europe,  going  from  marine  countries  to  those  w  hich  were  inland. 
The  English  first  carried  the  habit  of  smoking,  in  1620,  to  the  city  of 
Zittare,  in  upper  Lusatia,  and  the  inhabitants  eagerly  adopted  it.JJ  The 
same  year  a  merchant,  named  Konigsman,  returned  to  the  city  ot  Straus- 
burgh  from  Great  Britain,  where  he  had  been  on  a  trading  voyage.  He 
learned  the  use  of  tobacco  during  his  absence,  and  introduced  the  custom 
among  the  inhabitants  of  the  cathedral  town. <§><§. 

Jn  1621   sixtv    more  "maids  of  virtuous   education,  voung,  handsome, 
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and  wi'll  recommended,"*  were  sent  IVoin  Ijondon  to  Vir^iinia,  In  order 
to  lluinsh  the  ninnanied  inliiil)itant.s  ol"  the  colony  witli  desirahle  wives. 
They  arrived  safely,  and  gave  so  much  satisfaction  that  the  piicc*  of  a 
wife  rose  from  one  hundred  and  twenty  to  one  hundred  and  fil'ty  pounds 
of  tobacco,  the  value  of  each  pound  beini^  three  shillings  sterlint:,,  tlius  mak- 
mg  the  sum  of  £'22  10s.,  or  about  $  lOO.f  In  a  letter  dated  London, 
August  21st,  of  this  year,  accompanying  a  consignment  of  marriageable 
ladies  to  Virginia,  it  is  said,  "  We  send  you  a  shipment,  one  widow  and 
eleven  maids,  for  wives  of  the  people  of  Virginia  :  there  hath  been  espe- 
cial care  had  in  the  choice  of  them,  for  there  hath  not  one  of  them  b(;en 
received  but  upon  good  commendations.  In  case  they  cannot  be  presently 
married,  we  desire  that  they  may  be  put  with  several  householders  that 
have  wives  until  they  can  be  provided  with  husbands.  There  are  nearly 
lifty  more  that  are  shortly  to  come,  and  are  sent  by  our  honorable  lord 
and  treasu)"er,  the  Earl  of  Southampton,  and  certain  worthy  gentlemen, 
who,  taking  into  consideration  that  the  plantation  can  never  flourish  till 
families  bt;  planted,  and  the  respect  of  wives  and  children  for  their  people 
on  the  soil,  therefore  having  given  this  fair  beginning  ;  reimbursing  of 
whose  charges,  it  is  ordered  that  every  man  who  marries  them  give  one 
hundred  and  twenty  pounds  of  best  leaf  tobacco  for  each  of  them.  We 
desire  that  the  marriage  be  free,  according  to  nature,  and  we  would  not 
have  those  maids  deceived  and  married  to  servants,  but  only  to  such  free 
men  or  tenants  as  have  means  to  maintain  them.  We  pray  you,  therefore, 
to  be  fathers  of  them  in  this  business,  not  enforcing  them  to  marry  against 
their  wills. "J  During  this  year  Lord  Coke  endeavored  to  rouse  the 
House  of  Commons  to  a  proj)er  sense  of  the  usurpations  James  had  com- 
mitted in  his  proclamations  and  decrees  relating  to  tobacco,  and  showed 
that  the  monarch  had  assumed  powers  of  laying  and  collecting  taxes 
which  did  not  belong  to  him  and  which  resided  in  the  Parliament. §  In 
consequence  of  his  representations,  and  the  exertions  of  Sandys,  Diggs, 
and  Farrar,  the  king's  acts  were  legalized  by  an  act  which  was  j)assed  by 
the  house,  though  it  did  not  receive  full  powers  in  consequence  of  being 
left  amidst  the  unfinished  business  at  the  dissolution  of  Parliament. ||  In 
the  course  of  the  debate  on  this  tobacco  question,  many  curious  opinions 
were  given  of  the  foreign  luxury.  The  Rev.  Abiel  HolmesH  cites  the 
notes  given  of  a  speech  of  Sir.  J.  Horsely  on  this  occasion.  The  sketch 
rims  as  follows  : — "  Thought  not  to  speak  of  this  vile  weed.  When  he 
was  first  a  |)arliament  man  not  known.  Thousands  have  died  of  this  vile 
weed.  Abhorreth  it  the  more  because  the  king  disliketh  it.  Prohibited 
to  be  used  in  ale  houses.  No  good  ground  for  Virginia.  To  banish  all." 
Enorao-ed  as  James  was,  at  this  time,  in  the  leo-al  and  revenue  concerns 
of  tobacco,  this  was  not  the  only  way  in  which  it  came  under  his  notice. 
He  paid  a  visit  to  Oxford  w  here  there  was  exhibited  before  him  a  comedy 

*  Bancroft's  History  of  the  United  States,  vol.  i.  chap.  iv.  pp.  154,  1.55. 

t  Chalmer's  Political  Aimals  of  the  Present  United  Colonics,  p.  46. 

J  Hubbard's  Notes  to  Helknap's  Aiiiericnn  Biography,  vol.  ii.  ]>.  166. 

\  Debates  of  the  Commons  in  1620  and  1621,  vol.  i.  p.  169. 

II  Chalmer's  Political  Annals  of  the  Present  United  Colonies,  pp.  51,  70-74. 

^  Annala  of  America,  from  the  Discovery  by  Columbus,  &,c.,  vol.  i.  p.  574. 
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entitled  -'  T/ic  Marriairr,  of  the  Arts,'^  Uy  HmiUmi  Ilolyday,  stu(l(;nt 
t)r  Christ  Cliuicli,  and  af'tcrwanls  celebrated  as  ;i  wril(!r  and  translator. 
Anthony  a  Wood  says  it  was  acted  "  with  no  f!;reat  applause,"*  and  that 
Kinii'  .Ianu!s  was  with  dillienlty  persuaded  to  hear  it  out.  TIk;  author  of 
the  Countcrltinsf  to  loharco,  alth()ULi;h  he  saw  Hen  Jonson's  (iipaicH  Mcta- 
viorphoscd  "thrice  j)erlorin'Mi  with  increased  d(^liirht,"f  as  it  greatly  be- 
labored tobacco,  could  not  patiently  hear  the  '' Devil's  own  weed  "  ad- 
dressed as  follows,  notwithslan(lin<^r  the  income  be  derived  from  it. 

"  Toliai'on's  a  musician  "  Tobacco  is  a  lawyer, 

Ami  in  a  |)ipo  dcliictli ;  His  pipes  do  love  lonij  cases : 

It  (IcM,onils  in  a  dose.  When  onr  liraines  il  enters, 

TliroM'jjh  ihenruans  of  the  nnse,  Onr  feete  fin  make  indentines. 

With  a  r<'lish  thai  invitolh.  VVhilc  \vc  seal  witii  slampinij  jjj'ccs. 

This  inakos  mc  siny"  so  lio,  so  ho  hoycs,  Tohaceo's  a  j)hysiciiui, 

lli>  I  oyes  I  sound  (  loudly.  Good  hoth  for  sound  and  sickly; 

Earth  ne'er  did  breed  "Tis  a  hoi  peri'unie, 

Such  a  jovial  weed  That  ex))ells  eoM  rheume, 

Whereof  to  boast  so  proudly.  And  makes  it  flow  down  rpiickly."' 

And  SO  on,  in  many  more  similar  laudatory  vers(^s.  which  an;  too  numer- 
ous to  (JU0t(\ 

In  Virginia  the  planting  of  tobacco  had  got  to  be  the  main  business 
of  th(}  colony,  and  besides  buying  wives  for  those;  who  had  none;,  bought 
their  merchandize,  liciuidated  their  debts,  and  paid  their  taxes.  Sir  George 
Yeardley,  their  governor,  was  succeeded  this  year  by  Sir  Francis  Wyatt 
in  a  similar  capacity.  Wyatt  brought  with  him  a  written  constitution, 
which  Bancroft  calls  "  the  basis  on  wliich  Virginia  erected  the  superstruc- 
ture of  her  liborties."J  He  also  bore  instructions  which  commanded 
him  to  ••  draw  off  the  people  from  the  excessive  planting  of  tobacco."*§> 
The  constitution  orave  a  fixedness  to  their  ideas  of  ridit,  and  contributed 
permanency  to  their  resentment  at  James's  interference  with  their  trade 
and  their  staple.  About  this  time  they  defrayed  the  expense  of  a  mis- 
sion, on  a  similar  subject,  by  tobacco.  King  James,  during  the  latter 
part  of  bis  reign,  kept  up  a  continual  effort  to  obtain  the  entire  control  of 
the  London  Virginia  Company.  During  the  controversy  the  colony  des- 
patched an  agent  to  England  to  protest  against  the  governor  possessing 
absolute  power,  and  petition  that  the  liberty  of  popular  assemblies  might 
be  retained,  "for,"  it  was  said,  '•  nothing  can  conduce  more  to  the  pub- 
lic satisfaction  and  the  public  utility." ||  To  pay  the  costs  of  this  em- 
bassy, ''  a  tax  of  four  pounds  of  the  best  tobacco  was  levied  upon  every 
male  who  was  above  16  years  and  had  been  in  the  colony  a  twelve 
month. "Il  In  16-2*2  it  was  ascertained  that  the  annual  importation  of  to- 
bacco to  England,  from  America,  for  the  3even  preceding  years,  amounted 
to  142,085  pounds.** 

In  1621,  in  Italy,  the  Roman  Pontiff  manifested  some  of  James's  dis- 
position towards  tobacco,  being  provoked   by  the   Spanish  ecclesiastics 

♦  Annals  of  Oxford,  derived  and  condenBed  from  Antbony  A  Wodd.  p.  112. 

t  Nichols's  Progresuf.s,  ProcessioiiB,  and   Magiiilirent  rc.stivitics  of  Kiiij;  James   the  First,  Jcc,  vol. 
iv.  p.  714. 
t  Bancroft's  Hintory  of  the  United  Stales,  vol.  i.  rlinp.  iv.  p.  15^. 
\  Belknap's  American  Bin:;raphy,  vol.  11.  p.  17.5. 
11  Bijrk's  History  of  Vir:;iiiiM,  vol.  i.  pp.  27fi,  277. 
IT  Heninq's  Statutes  m  I.arL'*',  vtc.     Act  \xxv.  vol.  i.  p.  12':*. 
**  Stitli's   Uibcover;.  and  rictlleinent  of  Virginia,  p.  '2-l(j. 
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xxsww  li  wliilf  rt'ltlimling  the  auiaist  ceremonies  of  the  mass.  This 
poiUitr  was  Marilo  liaiheiini,  the  fourth  Urhau  of  the  Holy  See,  and  he 
deiiioiistiated  his  execration  of  such  ungodhness  hy  [)uhlisl)ing  a  IjuII  of 
exfonjinmricaiioii  at^niinst  all  who  should  take  snutfin  church.  This  was 
ahoul  loiitfiiiporaiieous  with  his  ordering  the  hrass  to  he  strij)j)ed  from 
the  roof  of  the  venerable  Pantheon* — spared  even  hy  the  Goths  and 
\'anda]s— ill  order  to  adorn  an  altar,  thus  giving  rise  to  the  saying — 

"  Quod  lion  f'L'cere  Harliari,  fecere  liartjeiini." 

On  the  'I'oih  of  August,  of  the  same  year,  James  1.,  of  England,  Ibl- 
lowed  u[)  his  restrictions  and  annoying  legislation  by  another  ''  Procla- 
mation coiiceniuig  Toljacco.''\  On  the  ^9th  of  September  Sir  Edw  in 
Sandys,  as  an  offset  to  the  many  incumbrances  which  had  been  placed 
upon  the  Virginia  staple,  induced  the  Commons  to  move,  by  a  petition 
of  grace,  in  relation  lo  a  complete  protection  of  the  tobacco  of  that  colony 
against  all  foreign  tobacco,  as  well  as  domestic.f  Accordingly  almost, 
if  not  (juite,  the  last  public  act  of  James  I.  was  to  issuer  a  proclamation 
lo  this  elieci,  which  was  entitled,  '•  A  Proclamation  for  the  utter  pro- 
hibiting the  importation  and  use  of  all  tobacco  which  is  not  of  the  ))roper 
urowt'i  of  t!ie  colony  of  Virginia,  and  the  Somer  Islands,  or  one  of 
them/'^  England  and  ^Vales  he  represented,  in  this  proclamation,  "  as 
utterly  unf\  t  in  respect  of  the  clymate,  to  clierish  tobacco  for  any  medici- 
nall  U6V,  which  is  the  only  good  to  be  approv(Ml  in  yt." 

By  this  tiiue  Virginia  was  regarded  by  the  English  monarchy  as  a 
great  tobacco  plantation,  and  the  only  regard  or  alFection  felt  for  the 
colony  w^as  tliat  of  pounds,  shillings,  pence,  and  farthings — the  raising 
the  iireatest  possible  revenue  from  it,  mono})olizing  the  profits  wdiich  be- 
longed to  the  planters,  and  diverting  into  the  British  treasury  the  fruits 
of  their  industry.  Such,  for  yiorc  than  twenty  years,  w^as  the  course  of 
James  the  First,  and  such  was  the  policy  he  bequeathed  to  his  successor. 
His  intimate  connection  with  the  subject  of  tobacco.  Loth  by  his  literary 
publications  and  his  legal  acts,  has  rendered  it  necessary  often  to  speak  of 
him.  We  have  now,  however,  reached  the  period  of  his  decease.  The 
last  law  upon  tobacco,  which  he  promulgated,  1  have  already  referred  to, 
and  shall,  in  another  number  of  tliese  articles — w  Inch  may  be  considered 
as  therapeutical  episodes  or  '' curiosities  of  meilical  experience" — pass 
on  to  the  measures  of  Charles  1.  and  other  sovereigns  and  countries  re- 
specting the  vegetable  wdiose  liography  I  am  considering. 


FATAL   CASE   OF   INTUSSUSCEPTION    OF  THE   JEJUNUM. 

B/  B.  Mortimer  Enders,  M.D.,  of  Baton  Rouge,  La; 

On  the  1 5th  of  January,  1844,  I  w^as  called  to  see  a  negro  woman,  a 
strong  muscular  field  hand.  I  found  her  laboring  under  the  most  excru- 
ciating bearing-down   pains,  not  unlike   the   pains   of  labor,  and   was  in-- 

*  A  Compendious  Hiitory  of  Itnly  from  Guicciardini  and  other  Sources,  p.  316. 
t  Ityiiier'!!  I'lcileia  Cuiivontioiiis,  Ac,  tome  xvii.  p.  621. 
I  CobbetCs  ParUiueiiiiiry  History,  vol.  i.  pp.  Mei)-14')7. 
§  Rymer's  FuBdera  Coiivenliouis,  «S:c.,  tome  xvii.  p.  G66. 


Ti/jfhiLs  (tiul  Sc((rl(t(in(i  iii  Pucrpaid  IVoiiun.  'IW) 

furnu'il  tluit  slu'  had  sutrcrccl  with   llicni    for  several  days  j)revious  to  my 
seeini;  her.      Previous   to  tlie   allack,  she  had  enjoycMl  un'mterrupled  i^ood 
heahli.      I  at  first  was  inehned  to  think  that  sh(;  was  enceinte  and  aljoiit  to 
miscarry,  hut  upon  e\amii\ation  found  that  such  was  not  th(;  case.     In  the 
evaminalion,  I  l()und  an  eidar;j,enient  al)()Ut  six  inches  in  len;^tl),  laying  in 
the  left  liypochon(hiac  rei:;ion,  on  a  fine  w  ith  the  linea  (ilba,  and  ahout  two 
inciies  from  it.      FindinLr  this,  my   suspicions  wen;  at  once   aroused  as  to 
the  nature  of  her  (fisease  ;  my  (lia<^nosis  was  intussusc(!ption  of  th(;  howel, 
and  I  proposed  to  relieve  it  hy  an  operation,  l)ut  iier  master  object(;(i  to  it; 
he  lohl  lue  that  he   nad    used   every   means  to  produce  an  operation  from 
thi»  how  els,  hut  had    not   succeeded.      I  ordered  her  calomel  and  jdap.  to 
he  followed  ei,:;ht  houis  afterw  ards  hy  castor  oil  and  spts.  turpentiu''.     On 
the  mornini;  of  th(;  20lh,  I  found,  as  I  had  anticipated,  no  action — 1  tlien 
ordered  a    strong    decoction   of  tobacco,  to   be  given   by  injection,  which 
was  repeated  several  tiuK^s  and   relaxed  her   very  much,  hut  nothim^^  was 
brought  from  her.     During  the  day  I  had  water  thrown  up  the  rectum,  two 
irallons  at  a  time  ;   but  all    to   no  purpose.     In  the  evening,  at  6  o'clock, 
1  gave  her  croton  oil,  gtt.  iv.  and  ordered  it  to  be  repeated  at  9  o'clock. 
On  the  morning  of  the   "2 1st,  there  was,  as   yet,  no   passage  per   anum, 
but  a  large  (juantity  of  faecal   matter   thrown   up  by   the  mouth.     ^Vhen 
her  stomach  became  quiet,  I  gave   her   mercury    3  iij. ;  four  hours  after, 
gave  her  the  same  quantity,  which  bad  no  effect  whatever.     I  again  resorted 
to  the  injections,  but  my  exertions  w^ere  all  fruitless.     On  the  morning  of 
the  22d,  she   again   threw^  up  faeces   by  the  mouth.     Her  appetite  was 
good,  and  continued  so  during  her  illness.     She  took  a  considerable  quan- 
tity of  nourishment,  which  underwent  thorough  digestion,  as  was  satisfac- 
torily proven  by  the  pure  faeces  thrown  up.     She  continued  during  the 
day  of  the  23d,  to   throw  fjEcal   matter  about   every  eight  hours.     She 
grew  weak  ;  pulse  became  feeble  and  fluttering  ;  I  ceased  giving  her  any- 
thing, as  death   was   inevitable.     She  died   the  morning  of  the  •24th.     1 
made  an  examination  eight   hours  after,  and  found  the  intussuscepted  por- 
tion laying  immediately  under,  and  in  contact  with  the  abdominal  paiietes. 
The  mucous  membrane  of   the  jejunum  for  ten  or  twelve  inches  on  each 
side  of  the  intussuscepted  portion,  was  literally  destroyc^d  ;  the  coats  were 
all  very  much  softened,  but  the  odier  portions  were  all  healthy. 

This  is  a  plain  history  of  the  case  ;  the  specimen  of  which  is  now  in  the 
possession  of  S.  D.  Gross,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Surgery  in  the  Louisville 
Medical  Institute.  I  am  fully  persuaded  that  she  could  have  been  re- 
lieved by  an  operation,  and  insisted  on  performing  it  when  I  first  saw  her, 
but  her  master  would  not  listen  to  it.  I  abandoned  the  idea,  not,  how- 
ever, without  o;reat  reluctance. — New  Orleans  Medical  Journal. 


TVPIIUS   AND   SCARLATI.W    IN    PUKRPCtlAt.    WOMLN. 

[From  a  notice  of  Dr.  Ranisbotham's  new  work  on  Obstetric  Medicine, 
in  the  British  and  Forei'iu  Medical  Review,  we  cojiy  the  following  re- 
marks on  two  of  the  diseases  which  sometimes  endanger  Ivinir-in  women.] 
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Dr.  Kanisbotlicun's  notice  ot  the  typhoid  lever  whicli  soinetiines  occurs 
in  puerperal  women  contains  a  strikin;:^  illustration  of  the  evils  of  treating 
a  disease  according  to  its  name,  and  without  proper  attention  to  the 
peculiarities  of  its  symptoms.  He  was  summoned  to  see  the  wife  of  a 
medical  friend  who  lived  a  short  distance  from  town  ;  she  havin'^  hcen 
seized  with  typluis  fever  on  the  day  after  a  perfectly  natural  labor. 
Her  husband  designated  the  disease  puerperal  f(3ver,  and  acting  upon 
})reconceived  notions  was  very  desirous  of  bleeding  her  ;  but  to  this  Dr. 
Ramsbotham  was  opposed,  and  stated  it  to  be  his  o])inion  that  the  loss 
of  a  few  ounces  of  blood  would  irrecoverahly  depress  her.  A  small 
number  of  leeches  were  applied  to  the  temples,  and  a  purgative  was  giten, 
which  was  followed  by  the  expulsion  of  a  large  quantity  of  faeces,  and 
soon  succeeded  by  great  relief.  The  next  day,  however,  an  old  practi- 
tioner, who  was  a  relative  of  the  patient's  husband,  was  called  in,  and 
pronouncing  the  disease  to  be  puerperal  fever,  expressed  his  surprise  at 
Dr.  Ramsbotham's  remissness  in  not  having  bled  her.  He  placed  her  in 
the  half-recumbent  posture  and  bled  her ;  but  before  six  ounces  of  blood 
were  drawn,  she  fainted,  and  died  within  four  or  five  hours  after  the 
bleeding,  never  having  rallied  from  the  imj)ression  first  produced.  This 
fever  was  higlilv  contagious,  and  having  been  communicated  to  three 
other  patients,  all  of  whom  were  bled  by  the  medical  practitionei-s  who 
attended  them,  death  in  each  instance  occurred  a  few  hours  after  the 
bleeding.  The  evil  of  the  depletory  treatment  having  been  now  fully  re- 
cognized, no  more  patients  w^cn'e  depleted,  and  no  more  deaths  took  place. 

The  extreme  peril  atttMidant  on  scarlatina  in  puerperal  women  is  very 
forcibly  dwelt  on  by  the  author.  w4io  states  that  out  of  a  very  considera- 
ble number  of  persons  whom  he  has  known  to  be  attacked  by  it,  only 
two  recovered.  There  is  indeed  a  peculiar  malignancy  about  the  disease 
w  hen  lying-in  women  become  its  subjects,  which  is  almost  unaccountable. 
A  striking  instance  of  this,  not  mentioned  by  Dr.  Ramsbotham,  was  af- 
forded during  the  prevalence  of  scarlatina  at  Vienna  in  1799  and  ISOO. 
The  epidemic  was  characterized  by  its  extreme  mildness,  except  w  hen  it 
attacked  puerperal  women,  who  both  in  the  Lying-in  Hospital  and  out  of 
it  were  carried  off  in  large  numbers  on  the  fifth  or  sixth  day.  So  fatal 
was  it  in  the  Hospital,  that  the  number  of  deaths  rose  from  9  to  49  in  the 
course  of  the  year.  In  the  event  of  scarlatina  occurring  in  the  family  of 
a  pei-son  who  is  within  one  or  two  months  of  her  confinement.  Dr. 
Ramsbotham  insists  upon  her  immediate  removal  from  all  communication 
with  the  infected  parties,  and  on  tlie  continuance  of  this  separation  till  at 
least  a  month  after  delivery.  The  author's  experience  has,  w^e  think, 
led  him  somewhat  to  overrate  the  fatality  of  scarlatina  ;  there  can,  how- 
ever, be  no  doubt  that  its  attack  exposes  the  pregnant  or  puerperal  wo- 
man to  great  peril ;  and  that  even  so  strict  a  separation  as  he  recommends 
cannot  be  regarded  as  a  superfluous  caution. 


NON-siXRF.TioN  or  ini.i:  roij  a  konv;  itimod. 

By  J.ia.  Esdailo,  M.D.,  Hooghly,  India, 

]\Ik.  ,  ail    iMirojH'an   gciitlcMiiaii,  ui^od   52,  of  lar^a5  frame  and  full 

habit,  a  sanmiim*  ami  nervous  tcniperaincMit,  and  ac'CiislonHid  to  a  .stiniu- 
lallni;  diet,  had  Ix'cn  coniphiininij;  ihv  many  months,  in  1842,  of  diairhoni 
with  loss  of  aj)i)(Hit('  and  strcnglli  ;  the  motions  being  generally  very  (h-fi- 
cient  in  bil(\  Rut  he  only  nsed  palliative's  for  his  complaint,  as  Ikj  could 
not  absent  himself  iVoni  his  oHicial  duties.  He  at  last  consented  to  leave 
off  business  and  })ut  himself  under  regular  treatment.  By  this  time,  th(.'  dis- 
charges from  the  bowels  were  very  frequent,  and  the  bile  had  disappear- 
(m1  altogether.  The  motions  were  either  like  yeast,  or  plaster  of  Paris. 
There  w  as  no  enlargement  of  the  liver,  or  feeling  of  pain  in  that  (juarter, 
and  deep  pressure  caused  no  uneasiness.  The  skin  was  not  jaundiced, 
or  the  urine  discolored  in  any  marked  degree  during  all  his  illness.  Signs 
of  gastro-enteritis  were  d(;tected  by  careful  examination,  and  removed  by 
soothing  and  alterative  medicines,  leeches,  blisters,  tartar  emetic  eruptions 
and  a  milk  diet.  The  following  electuary  w^as  found  very  useful  in  this 
stage  of  the  disease.  R.  Confect.  arom.,  9j.  ;  pulv.  ipecac,  c,  gr.  x. ; 
hydrar.  c.  cret.,  gr.  v.  ;  ext.  hyoscyam.,  gr.  iij.,  at  bed  time. 

Irritation  of  the  verge  of  the  anus  added  gready  to  his  sufferings,  and 
was  often  relieved  by  S})ontaneous  bleeding  from  the  hemorrhoidal  vessels. 
By  great  care  the  development  of  dysenteric  symptoms  was  prevented, 
and  then  attention  was  turned  to  the  liver,  which  continued  perfectly  tor- 
pid. Mercurial  purging  did  not  excite  it  to  action,  but  only  increased 
the  suffering  from  the  rectum.  Hoping  to  stimulate  the  liver  by  a  gene- 
ral excitement  of  the  system,  he  was  put  under  the  gentle  influence  of 
mercury,  with  camphor  and  quinine  for  a  tonic,  and  the  nitro-murlatic 
bath  w^as  used  externally,  he,  but  all  to  no  purpose. 

It  would  be  tedious  to  enter  into  farther  details  of  treatment,  as  it  now 
consisted  of  palliatives,  and  expedients  to  support  the  powei"s  of  life  till 
nature  could  bring  about  a  crisis.  His  stomach  at  last  rejected  everything, 
and  he  was  wasted  to  a  skeleton  ;  frequent  small  injections  of  strong  soup 
was  his  only  nutriment  for  ten  days.  In  short,  no  hope  remained,  and  he 
arranged  his  affairs.  A  hiccough  then  began  to  torment  him  every  ten 
minutes,  or  so.  and  ended  in  an  attempt  to  vomit.  In  one  of  these  ef- 
forts, in  which  I  looked  to  see  him  die,  he  brought  up  a  mouthful  of  green 
water,  and  continued  to  do  so  after  everv  fit  of  hiccou*{h  and  retchino;,  for 
three  days  and  nights,  till  he  had  filled  numerous  basins  with  a  bluish- 
green  glaire.  While  this  was  going  on  (as  if  the  liver  was  making  up  for 
lost  time)  his  bowels  remained  quiet. 

He,  at  hiugth,  expressed  a  wish  to  be  relieved,  and  passed  a  small 
quantity  of  bile,  but  he  fainttnl  from  the  pain  it  caused.  After  this,  the 
stomach  was  soothed,  and  retained  minute  portions  of  soup  and  iced  jelly. 
Being  satisfied  that  there  was  no  disorganization  of  any  vital  organ,  I  again 
admitted  hope. 

He  required  to  be  nursed  like  a  prematurely  bom  child,  but  in  due  time 
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he  was  able  to  go  to  the  Cape,  from  which  he  has  returned  fat  and  strong, 
and  has  oidy  had  short  rehipses  of  liis  coniphiint. 

It  is  remarkable  that   he  has  gut  rid  of  a  tendency  to  apoplexy  since 
tliis  illness. 

Capt. returned  from   China  with   Chusan  diarrha'a,  and  after 

long  treatment  in  Calcutta  came  up  here  for  change  of  air.  When  I  saw 
him,  the  looseness  had  greatly  diminished,  and  the  motions  had  considera- 
ble consistence,  but  there  was  not  a  trace  of  l)ile ;  his  complexion  was 
})erfectly  clear,  and  his  urine  not  discolored.  In  spite  of  the  absence  of 
bile  he  appeared  to  be  convalescent,  and  his  appetite  had  returned. 

This  he  probably  intlulged  too  much,  as  he  began  to  com[)lain  of  full- 
ness and  uneasiness  in  the  region  of  the  liver,  and  a  feeling  of  anxiety 
about  the  diaphragm.  The  side  became  sensibly  enlarged,  a  prominent 
hectic  spot  appeared  on  his  cheek-bones,  and  there  was  great  reason  to 
fear  the  formation  of  an  abscess.  The  lowest  diet  was  strictly  observed, 
leeches  freely  ai)plied,  and  a  deep  caustic  issue  made  over  the  most  promi- 
nent part  of  the  side.  These  measures,  with  occasional  jmrgatives,  sub- 
dued the  excitement  of  the  liver,  which  speedily  diminished  under  the 
use  of  small  doses  of  blue  pill  and  rhubarb,  at  night,  and  hydriodate  of 
potass  in  infusion  of  gentian,  three  times  a  day.  The  bile  now  returned, 
and  he  rapidly  got  well. 

The  effects  on  the  system  of  absorption,  and  non-secretion  of  bile,  are 
very  different.  In  the  latter  case,  there  is  not  that  poisoning  of  the  sys- 
tem which  is  observed  in  the  former,  and  of  which  the  signs  are  constant 
nausea,  torpor  of  the  brain,  and  general  lisllessness.  In  absorption  of 
bile  we  see  what  becomes  of  it,  but  1  could  not  detect  in  these  two  cases 
how  the  blood  got  rid  of  its  bilious  elements. — India  Med.  Journal. 


ANEURISM    BY    ANASTOMOSIS. 

[l).i.  EsDAiLE,  the  writer  of  the  preceding  article,  in  another  number 
of  the  India  Journal  relates  the  foUowim^  remarkable  case  of  aneurism 
by  anastomosis.] 

Madub,  an  untried  prisoner,  aged  30,  of  slender  make,  but  healthy 
looking;  admitted  into  Hospital  25th  INlarch,  1844.  A  soft,  elastic,  pul- 
sating, irregular  swelling  occupies  the  head,  from  the  left  temple  to  the 
right  ear ;  at  the  crown  of  the  head  it  shoots  up  into  a  conical  tumor, 
Avliich  pulsates  violently,  and  the  skin  is  thin,  red  and  very  tender  to 
the  touch.  All  the  arteries  of  the  scalp,  on  the  left  side,  are  gready 
enlarged  and  beating  strongly.  The  temporal  artery  is  as  large  as  a 
goose-quill,  and  whizzes  under  the  finger,  and  the  occipital  and  auri- 
cular arteries  are  equally  active.  The  varicose  veins  form  a  cluster  of 
grape-like  tumors,  and  discharge  themselves  chieHy  by  the  auricular 
vein  which  is  of  a  great  size  ;  when  this  is  stopped,  the  whole  scalp  whiz- 
zes under  the  hand.  The  arteries  on  the  right  side  are  also  very  active, 
especially  the  occipital,  and  it  is  to  be  feared  that  the  disease  has  ex- 
tended to  them,  but  it  may  be  local  excitement  only.     It  commenced  six 
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jiionths  afro,  by  tlio  pnlicnt's  accoiiiit,  l)ut  prohaljly  sooner.  Its  pro^^ross 
has  l)iHMi  so  rapid,  liow  r\-,T,  and  the  i)n's<Mit  slalo  is  so  ala^ni^L^  the  in- 
tegunients  boiii<r  on  \\]r.  point  of  bursting,  tliat  an  opcralion  is  al)-oliit(-ly 
necessary  to  savi'  his  life. 

Ilavinu^  liad  the  advantage  of  ronsuhin-j;  Dr.  Toss  and  Dr.  Scoll  of 
H.  i\I.'s  lOlh  llei^'t,  th<«y  agreed  with  me  in  thinking  an  opcu-ation  indis- 
pensable. I^ii  as  th(M-e  was  considerable  arterial  excitement,  and  a  tend- 
ency to  fever  at  noon,  somt^  days  wcM'e  given  to  snbdue  this  in.  On  the 
26th  IMarr.h  he  was  allowed— Calomel,  gr.  iv.  ;  tart  antimon.,  gr.  ss., 
at  night — castor  oil  next  morning.  For  several  nights  after  to  have  ext. 
colocvnth.  (•.,  |)il  ilici.  e.,  aa  gr.  iij.  ;  tart,  antimon.,  gr.  ss.  Cold  cloths  to 
the  head  constantly.      Milk  diet. 

.March  3 1st. — The  syst(Mn  being  quiet,  he  was  operated  on.  The 
arteries  of  the  scalp  being  only  involved,  I  proposed  to  take  np  the  ex- 
ternal carotid  artery,  being  unwilling  to  disturb  the  functions  of  the  brain 
vHuiecessarily  by  stoppinir  the  common  carotid.  But  I  had  reason  to  re- 
gret this  decision.  For  from  the  shortening  of  the  angle  of  the  jaw  by 
the  motions  of  the  bead,  and  the  shifting  of  the  os  byoides  and  larynx  in 
swallowing,  I  found  more  difTiculty  than  was  expected.  The  incision  was 
therefore  prolonged  for  the  main  artery,  which  was  secured  after  more 
trouble  and  delay  than  ought  to  have  been.  Immediately  on  tying  the 
artery,  the  swelling  became  relaxed  and  all  ])ulsation  ceased.  The 
wound  was  brought  together  lightly,  and  cold  dressings  ordered  to  be  con- 
stantly kept  on  the  neck  and  head.  Diet,  milk  and  water  and  thin  arrow 
root  out  of  an  India-rubber  bottle. 

April  1st. — Considerable  faintness  and  prostration  of  strength.  Tumor 
flaccid,  no  pulsation  :  pulse  and  tongue  good  ;  no  fever  ;  a  natural  motion. 
Continue. 

5th. — Some  difficulty  in  speaking  and  swallowing,  from  swelling  of  the 
neck  ;  little  discharge  from  the  wound  ;  bowels  regular ;  no  fever.  There 
is  a  slight  pulsation  in  the  swelling  to-day.  Haifa  small  cork  was  there- 
fore firmly  bound  down  over  the  course  of  the  right  temporal  and  occipi- 
tal arteries,  and  tincture  of  iodine  ordered  to  be  brushed  over  the  scalp 
daily. 

8th. — Speaks  and  swallows  better.  Wound  dressed,  looks  well  ;  bow- 
els natural  ;  no  fever  ;  is  doing  well. 

13th. — Ligature  is  gone,  the  swelling  is  daily  decreasing,  the  integu- 
ments are  quite  lax,  and  the  su])ply  of  blood  from  the  right  side  sufficiently 
inteiTupted — the  excitement  of  these  arteries  is  going  off,  and  there  is 
good  reason  to  expect  a  radical  cure. 
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Naval  Surffcous. —  A  cc)nimi.«:sion  of  nnval  .surgeons  will  be  held  at 
Philadelphia    early    in    M:\\,  for    the    examination    of   assistant   surgeons, 
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already  in  the  Government  service,  with  reference  to  their  jironiotion. 
Those  seeking  commissions,  Jis  ussistuni  siirireons  (the  title  of  those  who 
first  enter  tlie  nuvul  medical  service),  must  send  their  request  to  the  Sec^ 
retary  of  the  Navy,  with  their  testimonials — and  by  waiting  j)ati<'nt!y  till 
every  name  is  disposed  of  uhith  jjrecedes  tlieir  own,  they  will  he  notified 
of  the  ort^anization  of  a  board  of  surgeons,  who  will  examine  them — and 
if  qualified,  a  certificate  of  the  fact  is  forwarded  to  Washington,  and  they 
receive  the  warrant  of  assistant  surgeon. 

It  is  presumed  some  names  have  been  so  long  on  the  expectant  cata- 
logue, that  the  applicants  have  become  venerable  in  years,  while  hoping 
for  a  call.  How  the  Government  can  procure  educated,  competent  medi- 
cal officers  for  the  Navy,  with  such  slow  })romotions,  and  such  small  com- 
pensation, is  not  a  little  surprising.  Any  youno-  physician,  of  ordinary 
industry,  settled  in  a  small  country  practice,  would  be  more  independent 
in  property,  in  half  a  dozen  years,  than  he  would  be,  cooped  up  in  the  cock- 
pit of  a  man  of  war  for  twice  that  length  of  time.  Much  of  the  novelty 
of  going  to  sea  soon  wears  away,  and  those  who  have  spent  the  best  por- 
tion of  life  on  the  ocean  often  consider  that  they  have  lost  far  more  than 
they  have  gained. 


Perkins  Institution  for  the  Blind. — Another  of  those  admirable  annual 
reports  of  the  condition  and  prospects  of  the  beneficiaries  of  this  noble 
charity,  has  been  given  to  the  public  by  Dr.  Howe.  Laura  Bridgman 
interests  the  reader  more  than  ever.  She  is  one  of  the  most  extraordinary 
beings  in  existence.  Although  deaf,  dumb  and  blind,  her  powers  of  mind 
are  exceedingly  active,  and  she  pours  out  her  thoughts  through  the  end  of 
her  fingers,  with  a  volubility  that  quite  rivals  the  tongue  of  some  of  the 
sex.  Her  letters,  journal,  and  indeed  all  that  she  does,  thinks  or  ex- 
presses, give  a  new  aspect  to  some  current  systems  of  philosophy.  Each 
revolving  day  develops  a  new  phase  of  her  active  mind,  approachable 
by  no  other  sense  than  that  of  touch.  Still  advancing  in  knowledge,  and 
acquiring  new  ideas  of  things  and  their  properties,  she  is  also  groping 
about  in  the  region  of  abstractions.  By  learning  the  history  of  creation, 
she  has  acquired  an  elementary  acquaintance  with  great  principles  also. 
If  spared  long  enough,  her  views  will  doubtless  be  expressed  on  subjects 
appertaining  to  a  fiiture  stale,  since  the  activity  of  her  intellect  and  the 
facility  of  expressing  herself  will  enable  her  to  do  so. 

It  appears  that  the  little  blind,  deaf  and  dumb  boy,  Oliver  Caswell, 
now  training  inider  the  vigilant  care  of  Dr.  Howe,  and  possessing  rather 
a  phlegmatic  temperament,  is  naturally  less  talkative  than  Laura,  but  is 
nevertheless  a  surprising  example  of  what  may  be  accomplished  by  per- 
severance. 

Two  human  being?,  thus  shut  out  from  nearly  all  objects  in  the  external 
world  and  comnmnion  with  other  minds,  and,  if  unaided,  under  no  influ- 
ences but  animal  propensities  and  instincts,  have  been  redeemed,  and  their 
sphere  of  mental  vision  immeasurably  extended  till  it  embraces  the  glories 
of  the  Deity,  his  works,  and  a  future  state. 


Dr.  BedforcPs  Valcflirtori/  Addrrs.^. — At  the  close  of  the  lectures,  in  the 
Medical  Department  of  the  University  of  New  York,  Dr.  Bedford  delivered 
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a  valodirtory,  wliicli  li.is  Ixmmj  J)lll»Ii^ll(•(l,  and  is  clir>r;ir(orizod  by  wannlli  of 
reeling,  and  tho  njaiiilrstalioii  ol  jxuMiliar  rutr.ird  lor  tlie  future  happiness 
and  respectability  of  those  wlio  liad  been  jxipils  of  the  institution.  The 
discourse  opens,  niaiidy,  with  a  retros|)ective  view  of  the  origin  of  tlie 
Colletre,  and  tlien  adverts  to  the  pro<rressive  prosperity  that  lias  marked  its 
way,  to  tlie  present  ptTiod.  Dr.  Bedford  certaiidy  deserves  great  |)raise 
for  always  lal)orinir  industriously  in  behalf  of  the  school  :  he  is  indefatiga- 
ble, and  iherc^lore  lays  the  friends  of  the  University,  the  students,  and  all 
who  have  an  iota  of  regard  for  the  new  school  which  the  faculty  are  build- 
ing up,  under  a  growing  debt  of  obligation. 


Vital  C/trniisfi'}/. — By  recjuest  of  the  class,  Dr.  Thomas  Spencer,  of  the 
Medical  Institution  of  Geneva  College,  has  published  a  small  work,  enti- 
tled Lcrturcs  on  Animal  Heat,  which  are  of  a  very  high  order.  He  first 
treats  of  chemico-vital  changes  produced  by  respiration  upon  the  blood 
and  respired  air  ;  2d,  changes  of  the  blood  in  the  systematic  capillaries  ; 
3d,  function  of  calorification  ;  4th,  source  of  the  carbonic  acid  and  dispo- 
sition of  its  oxygen  by  the  systematic  capillaries  ;  5th,  chemico-vital 
changes  produced  by  the  lungs  as  an  organ  of  haeuiatosis ;  Gth,  chemico- 
vital  relations  of  the  pulmonic  and  gastric  functions  ;  7th,  chemico-vital 
connection  of  digestion,  hepatic  secretion,  calorification  and  nutrition,  &.c. 
&.C.  It  is  proposed  to  turn  to  this  subject  again  at  a  convenient  time, 
and  to  speak  more  fully  of  the  merits  of  the  lectures. 


Temperance  Offering. — One  of  the  philanthropic  efforts  of  the  season, 
is  a  periodical  publication  at  Salem,  Mass.,  called  The  Temperance  Offer- 
ing. The  editor  manages  the  pages  judiciously — that  is,  he  does  not  dis- 
courage the  reader  by  interminable  essays ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  presents 
short  articles,  which  are  to  the  point.  Several  medical  gentlemen  are 
contributing  papers  to  the  offering,  which  enhances  its  value,  since  the 
tendency  of  their  efforts  is  to  sustain  the  great  and  good  cause  of  tem- 
perance. 

Empirical  Treatment  of  Cancer. — Ira  G.  Frazer  was  arrested  in  Troy, 
N.  Y.,  on  a  charge  of  manslaughter,  by  causing  the  death  of  Mrs.  Lucy 
Ann  Caldwell,  by  an  empirical  treatment  of  a  cancer  of  her  breast,  early 
in  March,  and  gave  bail  in  $1000  for  his  appearance  at  the  Circuit  Court 
of  Oyer  and  Terminer,  the  present  month.  At  first  we  thought  of  repub- 
lishing the  testimony  given  at  the  coroner's  inquest ;  but  on  the  whole 
conclude  to  introduce  only  a  specimen  of  the  operator's  description  of  the 
deferential  character  of  his  plaster  for  all  sound  flesh  and  blood,  and  its 
potency  where  cancers  fall  under  its  jurisdiction.  He  stated  before  the 
coroner  that  the  "  piaster  was  made  of  vegetable  and  would  do  one  no 
harm  to  eat  it  :  I  am  under  bonds  not  to  expose  it ;  the  plaster  will  not 
affect  healthy  flesh  ;  I  have  tried  it;  after  application  of  plaster  the  tumor 
separated  as  easily  as  could  be  expected  ;  she  lost  not  far  from  a  pint  of 
blood  ;  we  picked  up  several  veins  ;  the  veins  branch  out  from  arteries  ;  the 
blood  on  left  side  of  body  is  different  in  color  from  what  it  is  on  right;  I 
used  a  knife  for  the  purpose  of  taking  up  a  vein  ;  I  took  up  vein  with  hook  ; 
the  blood  run  towards  the  tumor  ;  blood  was  natural   color  ;  of  the   same 
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color  as  any  blood  ;  hlood  on  ri^rht  side  I  said  is  of  different  color  fronj 
that  on  the  left — tiie  f)lood  came  out  IVoia  veins  hy  jerks,  hut  from  arteries 
it  streams  out ;  in  past  year  1  think  I  have  taken  out  30  cancers,  wens, 
and  tumors;  1  liave  taken  6  out  of  hreasi ;  1  don't  consider  all  that  was 
removed,  cancer,  hut  it  was  impure  Hesh,  else  it  would  not  have  been  taken 
out,  as  it  did  not  in  others;  ulcer  did  not  eularire  alter  removin;;  turner. 
The  tact  that  it  came  out  led  me  to  believe  it  was  unsound  flesh:  the 
plaster  was  a  third  lar;rer  than  cancer  ;  the  skin  was  of  a  pur[)le  color  : 
if  it  has  not  bjen  diseased  it  would  not  have  come  out;  I  think  between 
the  two  skins  there  was  a  disease  :  it  looked  angry  ;  the  nipple  was  drawn 
in  ;  the  disease  was  in  centre  of  left  breast :  no  metallic  substance  in  pias- 
ter, all  veiretible  ;  1  gitliored  it  myself;  T  was  surprised  to  find  it  so  much 
diseased;  "  I  have  s^/'n  a  mm  this  plaster  stuff  to  take  internally  "  where 
person  was  affected  with  rheumatism;  I  have  taken  it  when  I  have  had 
rather  a  relax;  it  is  applied  l.y  me  to  all  tumors,  not  to  wens;  a  wen  is  a 
sac  filled  with  water:  I  took  one  out  of  lady's  head  that  looked  like  water 
and  another  like  cheese  curd:  the  skin  came  off  on  top  of  breast  with 
plaster,  not  elsewhere  :  the  rest  of  ski:i  fell  back  on  breast  and  died,  and 
we  took  it  off:  she  had  been  ailing  and  was  probably  worse  than  I  sup- 
posed ;  iu  my  absence  she  took  cold  and  had  chronic  inflammation  ;  if  she 
had  not  taken  cold  I  have  no  doubt  she  would  have  recovered," 


Fracture  Apparatus  fur  the  Zf "-. — Dr.  Sniilie,  of  New  Hampshire, 
has  designed  an  instrument  for  the  treatment  of  fractures  of  the  lower 
extremities,  by  the  use  of  which  a  constant  circulation  of  galvanism  can 
be  kept  up  during  the  time  retpiired  for  the  union  of  the  bone,  which  will, 
if  it  acts  in  accordance  with  its  usual  laws,  aid  in  the  deposit  of  ossific 
matter  and  thus  hasten  the  union  of  the  bone.  The  principle  desired  in 
the  extraction  of  a  tooth  he  has  confidence  to  believe  he  has  obtained. 


Medical  School  of  St.  Louis. — At  a  public  commencement  of  the  Medi- 
cal Department  of  the  St.  Louis  University,  held  in  the  Medical  Hall,  on 
Washington  Avenue,  on  the  Jkl  of  March,  1S4.">,  the  degree  of  Doctor  of 
Medicine  was  conferred  on  the  followinir  crentlemen,  viz.  : — Wm.  Browne, 
of  Ky.  ;  H.  W.  Darnall,  of  Mo.:  R.  R."  Davis,  of  III.  ;  W.  B.  Dews,  of 
Wisconsin  Ter.  ;  G.  W.  Hereford,  of  Mo.;  B.  Johnson,  of  111.  ;  P.  F. 
Knott,  of  Ky. ;  B.  F.  Russell,  of  la.;  A.  R.  Tavlor,  of  Mo.;  W.  S.  G. 
Walker,  of  Kv. ;  W.  W.  Whittington,  of  Mo.;  R.  R.  Wickcrsham,  of 
Ky.^;   C.  F.  Wilson,  of   Ky.  ;   Thonias  L.  Young,  of  Mo. 

The  honorary  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine  was  also  conferred  upon 
Richard  E.  Lacy,  of  Savannah,  Mo.,  and  J.  Lawrence  Paige,  of  Wes- 
ton, Mo. 

Dr.  Pope,  in  behalf  of  the  Medical  Faculty,  delivered  a  chaste  and  well- 
written  valedictory,  fraught  with  good  setise  and  practical  wisdom. — St. 
Louis  Med.  and  Surg.  Jour. 


Backward  Disloration  of  the  Carpus. — A  young  man,  18  years  of  age, 
was  admitted  into  the  London  Hospital,  having  fallen  from  the  mainmast 
of  a  brig,  by  which,  in  addition  to  other  injuries,  the  left  carpus  was  dis- 
located backwards,   presenting  the  following  symptoms : — lower   ends  of 
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tlic  r.'idiiis  and  ulna  proininciil,  holli  styloid  proccsfirs  hcMiiir  ciitiro,  a  iiiark- 
(*(1  (l('j)r(\ssi()M  Ix'iicatli,  or  ratlicr  in  front  of  tli(Mn  ; — hand  partiuIJy  ad- 
dticted  and  tlirow  n  hackwards  ;  a  prominent  tnnior,  formed  by  tlic  carpus, 
cxtondiniT  from  the  level  of  tl)e  radius  and  ulna,  hackwardH,  i.  (;.,  towards 
the  elhow,  for  about  an  iin-li  and  a  half;  a  marked  dej)ression  above  the 
tumor,  i.  e.,  t»>\vards  tiie  elbow  ;  movements  of  the  hand  almost  lost,  there 
remainini:  oidv  sliirht  j)ower  of  extension  and  iiotic  of  flexion.  Jledu«'ti<.n 
was  elFectcd  by  makin<r  extension  from  the  hand,  the  elbow  beirif^  fixed  by 
the  knee.  'V\\c  fore-arm  and  hand  were  kej)t  in'splints  for  three  weeks, 
and  lie  soon  after  this  reLT^'iiied  perfect  movement  of  the  j')int. —  Lanrd. 


Tvufiis  Woodward,  AF.D.,  h;is  been  appointed  assistant  physician  of  the 
Slate  Lunatic  Hospital,  \V Orccster,  Mass.  He  is  the  .son  of  the  distin- 
guished superintendent  of  that  establishment. 


Medial  Mi^cdlauif. — Dr.  Daniel  P.  Gardner  has  been  appointed  che- 
mist of  the  AiiKTicriii  Airricultural  Association,  New  York. — Dr.  Henry 
JJiihrin^,  of  London,  published  a  valuable  book  on  the  Art  of  Livin;^,  in 
1.^41^,  which  should  be  republished. — Dr.  Delilc,  at  the  head  of  the  Medi- 
cal School  (.)f  Montpelier,  in  France,  and  director  also  of  the  Botanic  jrar- 
den,  now  about  50  years  of  age,  is  enthusiastically  attached  to  horticul- 
ture. It  is  a  pity  that  American  physicians  are  not  more  employed  in 
such  pursuits. — Dr.  D.  Lee  has  been  engaged  by  the  executive  commit- 
tee of  the  New  York  State  Agricultural  Society,  to  make  a  tour  in  the 
State  for  the  purpose  of  collecting  useful  information  and  to  give  occa- 
sional lectures  on  aorricultural  science. — Dr.  E.  Emmons  has  broufrht  out  a 
book  on  the  Taconic  system,  in  quarto,  based  on  observations  made  in  ALassa- 
chusetts,  Vermont,  Maine,  &c. — Dr.  J.  M'Cune  Smith,  an  educated,  tal- 
ented colored  physician,  delivered  a  public  address  at  Albany,  a  short 
time  since,  on  the  extension  of  the  elective  franchise. — Dr.  Charles  C. 
Keeney,  of  Michigan,  has  been  promoted  from  an  assistant,  to  be  a  sur- 
geon, U.  S.  N. — Every  estate  in  Santa  Cruz  has  a  physician  attached, 
who  receives  one  dollar  per  annum  upon  each  slave,  for  medical  services. 
An  apothecary  gets  21)  cents  also,  for  each,  and  finds  medicine  for  them, 
when  prescribed.  Benj.  Bush  died  lately  at  Greensboro',  Vt.,  at  the  great 
age  of  115. — Dr.  Huntington  was  inaugurated  mayor  of  Lowell,  on  Mon- 
day of  last  week. 


To  C(»RRF.spoNDKNT>. — The  comiiuinication.s  of  Dr.  North  of  Saratoga,  and 
Dr.  I'liillips)  (if  :\o\v  York,  will  be  published  next  week. 
—  -         __ 

DiK.i). —  At  Washiiiirton,  I).  C,  Thomas  Seu;iil,  M.D.,  an  eminent  physician, 
nr'dical  }>hilos«ipIier,  and  pliilantliropist,  extensively  known  in  this  country  and 
Enrope.  A  mf-moir  of  this  excellent  rn:in  will  b<'  oiven  as  soon  us  the  particnlars 
C!in  he  gathered. — At  VViUinrnstown,  .Mass.,  Dr.  E'i'ikini  Sylvester,  7.5. — At  Lvim, 
Mass.,  Dr.  E.lw.  Collin,  r)<i.— At  Brooklyn,  N.  V.,  Dr.  Dudley  Atkins,  47. 


Nniiilier  oi'ileiiths  in  B'ir<lf)ii,rar  the  weekending  April,  12,35— Male.",  16  -,  FeniHled,  19.     Stillborn,  .3. 

Of  lon.Hiimption.  7 -pnrHlysis,  2— coiiviilsions,  1 — drupa),  3 — iiillniiiniation  otitic  Ixiwrls,  1 — pnlsy, 
2— ijchilitv,  1— scnrlci  Icvtr,  2  — 1\  jilms  lever,  1  — riipiurc,  1 -scirilm-i  cl' the  stoinacli,  1 — ^cn>fllltl,  ] 
— iircMlentfil.  1— snild.l — liver  c>niijil;iiiii,  1  — ninker,  2 — crouii,  1  — Intliinijiiittion  on  Uie  l)rHin,  1 — briiia 
fever,  1— liiKi|»ing  cough.  1— cliultia  ttil.tiiiiiiii,  1 — inlaiKiU',  Z. 

Under  5  \ear«,  lU  — beiweon  5  and  20  >curs,  U— between  30  and  60  yrars,   11— over  60  years,  5. 
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M.  Maisonniuvi's  Niw  Method  of  introducing  thv  Catheter. — M.  Mai- 
soiineuve  read  a  memoir  to  the  French  Academy  of  Sciences,  upon  a  new 
nietliod  of  introducing  the  catheter,  even  in  the  most  difficult  cases.  He 
preceded  his  description  by  pointing  out  the  difhculties  and  dangers  in 
many  cases  of  inlroducini/  the  catlieter,  and  lie  described  the  various 
methods  of  its  introduction,  which,  as  they  are  known  to  the  profession, 
we  need  not  here  enumerate.  He  described  his  method  as  follows  : — He 
tirst  introduces  into  the  urethra  a  very  fine  gum-elastic  bougie,  of  size  Ncj. 
1  or  2,  and  he  then  slides  down  upon  this  bougie  a  sound,  open  at  both 
extremities,  and  proportioned  to  the  calibre  of  the  canal ;  the  introduction 
of  the  sound  is  facilitated  by  means  of  a  thread  of  silk  or  metal,  which  is 
fixed  to  the  external  extremity  of  the  bougie.  Having  previously  passed  it 
into  the  canal  of  the  sound,  it  suffices  to  push  gently  the  sound  upon  the 
conducting  bougie,  first  stretching  the  thread  so  that  it  may  glide  easily, 
and  without  causing  pain,  into  the  bladder.  M.  Maisonneuve  says,  that 
in  all  cases  where  he  has  tried  this  method,  he  has  succeeded,  though  many 
of  them  were  serious,  and  all  attempts  to  introduce  the  catheter  by  the 
ordinary  methods  had  failed;  and  from  his  experience  he  draws  the  follow- 
ing conclusions  : — 

1.  The  introduction  of  the  catheter  by  means  of  the  conducting  bougie 
is  the  most  easy  and  the  most  certain  method  known. 

2.  It  succeeds  perfectly  where  the  ordinary  methods  are  applicable. 

3.  It  succeeds  also  where  the  ordinary  methods  fail. 

4.  It  guards  securely  against  painful  explorations  (tatonnemens  doulour- 
eux), lacerations  of  the  canal,  false  passages,  &c. 

5.  It  requires  no  particular  dexterity,  and  can  be  used  by  the  most 
unskilful. 

6.  It  renders  useless  the  "  arsenal  "  of  instruments  recommended  to 
overcome  different  obstacles,  and  requires  the  employment  of  the  ordinary 
instruments  only. — London  Lancet. 

Prevention  and  Cure  of  Poverty. — Hitherto  the  efforts  of  the  benevo- 
lent have  been  directed  solely  to  the  relief  of  the  poor,  without  giving  one 
thought  to  the  prevention  of  poverty.  We  may  double  or  triple  the  amount 
of  our  charities,  but  shall  gain  no  useful  result.  We  are  merely  casting 
our  riches  into  a  yawning  gulf,  which  opens  the  wider  with  each  fruitless 
attempt  to  fill  it.  Hopeless  as  is  the  attempt,  we  do  not  even  combine  to 
effect  our  object,  but  each  man  separately  drops  his  mite  into  the  abyss, 
vainly    flatterin(j  himself  that  he  is  doing  something  towards  closintr  it, 

■m  .  .  . 

Modern  benevolence  is  a  disorderly  sort  of  personage,  assuming  a  thousand 
odd  shapes,  and  making  use  of  a  thousand  odd  instruments,  excessively 
wrong-headed,  marvellously  independent,  and  having  an  Englishman's  own 
horror  of  centralization.  She  inspires  a  host  of  well-meaning  busybodies, 
who  go  forth  one  by  one,  armed  with  coal-tickets,  soup-tickets,  mendicity- 
tickets,  with  blankets,  water-gruel,  and  advice  gratis,  for  the  so-called 
poor ;  and  who  really  flatter  themselves  that  these  good  things  are  work- 
ing (Tood,  that  they  fill  the  craving  stomachs  and  clothe  the  frames  of  the 
really  poor  and  destitute.  Alas  for  our  good  intentions  !  It  is  almost  a 
pity  that  we  should  not  now  and  then  be  constrained  to  pay  a  visit  to  the 
gin  siiop  or  the  pawnbrokers.  We  should  soon  learn  the  real  market  value 
of  tickets  and  blankets  in  those  chosen  resorts  of  the  poverty  that  parades 
its  rags  abroad  or  cherishes  them  at  home,  for  the  especial  edification  of 
ladies  bountiful  and  lay  visiters. — British  and  For.  3Ied.  Review. 
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ON   THE   USE  AND   ABUSE   OF   MEDICINE. 

By  Marcus  0.  Buck,  M.D. 

fRcnJ  bol'orc  the  Niitioiiiil  Institute  for  the  Promotion   of  Scicnro,  at  itio  J niir  Meeting,  1844,  and 
communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Jonmnl.] 

The  occasion  must  not  be  lost  to  me,  of  expressing  ihc  earnest  convic- 
tion of  my  mind  upon  a  subject  so  intimately  connected  witb  the  interests 
of  mankind,  as  that  which  is  treated  of  in  an  essay  lately  read  before  the 
Institute  by  my  friend,  Dr.  Van  Buren.  I  cannot  hesitate  one  moment 
to  throw  myself  upon  the  patience  of  the  Institute,  and  beg  them  to 
grant  me  a  hearing.  My  apology  must  be  attributable  to  that  common 
emotion  of  the  human  lieart,  which  induces  us  to  combat  what  we  be- 
lieve to  be  error,  or  to  lend  assistance  to  any  single  thought  that  may,  in 
the  end,  redound  to  the  benefit  of  mankind,  and  lessen  the  powers  of  that 
foe  of  our  kind — the  silent  and  powerful  principle  of  death. 

A  paper  has  been  read  to  a  learned  body,  by  one  well  calculated,  from 
his  character  and  attainments  in  his  profession,  to  impart  force  to  his  opin- 
ions, which  are  striking  from  their  boldness,  and  must  be  important  from 
their  effects:  he  has  reaped  the  wisdom  of  European  experience;  and, 
seemingly,  not  content  with  the  weight  of  personal  influence,  he  invokes 
the  dignity  and  novel  solemnity  of  a  literary  convention  to  stamp  these 
opinions  with  the  seal  of  scientific  approbation. 

Many  interesting  papers  connected  with  astronomy,  meteorology,  ge- 
ology, philosophy,  and  other  sciences,  have  been  read  before  the  Con- 
vention, and  we  were  highly  entertained  by  many  ingenious  and  novel 
theories  and  experiments  ;  fortunately  theories  and  experiments  on  these 
subj(;cts  rarely,  if  ever,  produce  much  injury,  generally  much  good.  We 
cannot  derange  the  action  of  the  stars,  for  they  move  on  in  that  eternal 
harmony  which  is  supposed  to  constitute  the  music  of  the  divine  abodes. 
We  cannot  stay  the  flight  of  comets,  though  we  may  satisfy  the  curious 
mind,  or  assuage  the  public  fear,  by  our  posidve  knowledge  of  the  flight 
of  these  eccentric  bodies.  The  investigations  of  Cuvier  tend  to  instruct 
the  profound  thinker  and  lead  hiin  on,  strata  per  strata,  from  the  eartli 
to  Heaven,  as  by  steps,  to  the  knowledge  of  this  ball  on  which  we  tread  ; 
and  the  investigations  of  the  ethical  thinker  will  not  derange  the  state  of 
stocks,  nor  militate  against  the  physical  comfort  of  the  world.  These 
branches  of  science  are,  with  reference  to  the  actual,  bodily  condition  of 
12 
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inaiikiiul — to  man  as  he  is — ihe  coiurort-seeking  aiiiiiial,  the  fearing,  the 
hoping,  the  niasticalini!;  and  digestini;  animal — mailers  of  mere  specuhilion. 
JNeilher  Hersehel,  Arago,  nor  all  ihe  astronomers  thai  ever  hved,  nol- 
wilhstandii»g  their  tlieories  and  important  discoveries  in  science,  could 
cause  our  earth  or  any  of  the  planets  to  be  drawn  into  the  vortex  of  the 
sun  one  instant  sooner  than  tlie  time  appointed  by  the  Almighty  Kuler 
of  the  l^ni verse,  under  whose  control — 

"  Orb  wheels  in  orb,  round  centres,  centres  roll," 
And  form,  self  balanced,  one  revolving  wUole. 

iVor  could  they,  by  all  the  powers  of  tlieir  gigantic  minds,  aided  by  sci- 
ence and  the  most  improved  instruments,  extract  from  the  sun,  and  all  the 
heavenly  bodies,  heat  suflicient  "  to  set  the  Potomac  on  fire."  INor  could 
our  own  ]ihiloso})hic  and  sciertific  Espy,  if  so  disj)osed,  create  a  water 
spout,  much  less  a  deluge.  No !  None  are  equal  to  the  production  of 
such  results  but  that  Omnipotent  Power  '•'  w  hich  shakelh  the  earth  out  of 
her  place,  and  the  pillars  thereof  tremble."  "  Which  commandelh  the  sun 
and  it  riseth  not,  and  sealeth  up  the  stars."  "  Which  alone  spreadeth  out 
the  heavens  and  treadeth  upon  the  waves  of  the  sea."* 

I  wish  I  could  sav  that  theories  and  speculations  in  medicine  w  er»; 
equally  harmless  in  their  effects,  tn  this  science — paramount  in  impor- 
tance to  any  that  the  wisdom  of  ages  has  cultivated — the  rash  tyro  can 
equal,  in  deslructiveness,  the  mail-clad  knights  of  romance  ;  and  too  often 
the  deadly  weapons  are  furnished  by  men  of  science  themselves. 

This,  not  entirely  new,  but,  1  think,  dangerous  })ractice  of  giving  im- 
mense doses  of  quinine — eighty  grains  in  some  instances,  \\  hich  is  about 
eighty  times  the  usual  dose  If — is  sent  forth  to  the  world,  in  this  paper,  in 
the  most  imposing  form.  Emanating  frojn  the  Surgeon  General's  office, 
it  is  calculated  to  obtain  all  the  influence  w4iich  that  high  authority  could 
give  it ;  read  before  the  National  Institute  and  the  distinguished  savans 
of  our  country,  it  acquires  a  factitious  importance  ^\  hieli  has  rarely  been 
given  to  any  medical  theory  or  practice. 

Here  permit  me  to  observe  that  1  entertain  much  respect  for  the  author 
of  the  essay  alluded  to.  Our  relations  are  most  friendly.  1  have  found  him 
a  social,  well  read  and  well  travelled  gentleman.  For  the  Surgeon  Gene- 
ral, I  feel,  not  only  respect,  but  that  peculiar  friendship  which  the  perils 
and  excitement  of  war  and  a  camp  life  beget.  We  long  stood  next  to 
each  other  on  the  Army  register,  having  been  appointed  surgeons  about  the 
same  time  ;  we  have  stood  side  by  side,  in  attempting  to  parry  the  strokes 
of  the  last  enemy,  bi^fore  whom  Osceola  (to  whom  the  world  is  some- 
what indebted  for  this  bold  practice),  Tiger  Tail,  Black  Hawk  and  all 
heroes,  be  they  savage  or  civilized,  have,  or  must  quail.  I  regret  that  I 
have  not  advanced  "  jjian  jms&u '*  with  the   Surgeon  General,  who  is  no 

*  Since  this  was  writKnv,  I  have  witnessed  the  beaufilul  experiments  of  the  ingenious  and  indefati- 
cable  Colt,  who  Kuve  an  iinit>iiion  of  a  water  spout  ;  but  how  inferior  was  if  ini,'randenr  and  sublimity 
to  one  of  nature's  creation  !  it  was  as  the  tiny  cascade  of  a  mountain  brook,  compared  to  the  awful 
sublimity  of  the  Niagara. 

t  Twelve  siains  of  quinine  are  about  eiiual  to  an  ounce  of  good  bark  5  as  a  tonic,  a  grain  may  W 
given  three  time*  a  day.    (A.nier.  Disjicnsalory.) 
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less  (li<?tinti;nisho(l  as  a  oonibatant  than  as  a  nKMJicul  oiXuwv :  has  himself 
rntiinmiulcd  a  n^^iiuiMit  with  as  imich  ability  as  he  has  inanai^oii  his  hos- 
pitaN  ;  wliih'  I  ncAcr  coinmaiHlcd  inoi'c.  than  a  corporaTs  ^iiard,  nor  ov»."r 
(h-ilK'(l  any  otluM*  sdldicis  tlian  my  convalpscents,  or  the;  wooden  represen- 
latives  of  men.  Then* fore,  1  rainiot  intend  any  disrespect  towards  such 
fi'i(Mids.  For  this  p()j)ular  and  srientifie  Institution,  most  of  wliose  resi- 
dent memh(>r><  and  many  of  the  eoiTes[)onding  memb(;rs  are  my  friends,  I 
ha\('  too  mu"h  i-e^pivt  to  indulge  in  indecorous  personalities  towards  the 
contributors  to  scienc(\ 

In  the  remarks  which  I  may  submit.  I  have  no  ulterior  obj(Tt  to  accom- 
plish, save  the  ;^ood  of  my  fellow  men,  by  the  correction  of  wliat,  1  ap- 
])r;>h(Mul.  may  turn  out  an  (MTor,  thouii;h   that   error  be  the  result  of  a  dar- 
ing and  intre[)i(l    impulse  of  investigatinii;   genius.      1  feel  the   incitement 
of  an    early   enthusiasm,  in   bt^half  of  this   theme.     The  studies    of  ni) 
youth,  the  experience  of  my  manhood,  each  contribute  their  share  of  em- 
phasis to  my  desires,  and  I  feel   as   well   an  inclination  as  a  duty  to  exert 
whatever  of  thought  or  experience  I  may  possess,  to  a  proper  understand- 
ing of  so  imj)ortant  and  interesting  a  subject.      It  is  too  late  for  me  to  be- 
come a  laborer  in   the   field  of  science,  with   the  expectation  or  hope  of 
acquiring  honor  or  profit  from   it.     Yet  I  delight  to  witness  the  results  of 
the  labors  of  others,  and  never,  when   practicable,  neglect  a  good  oppor- 
tunity of  doing  so.     If  our  young  literary  scions  would  bask  more  in  the 
sunshine  of  science,  they  would  soon   bud,  expand   and  bear  blossoms  of 
full  (rrowtb,  which   would   stand  forth,  in   the  scientific  world,  as  our  far- 
famed,  magnificent   magnolia  blossoin  does  in  the  forest,  and   would   ulti- 
mately enrich  our  Institute  with  the  golden  fruit  of  science,  which  would 
*•'  promote  the  diffusion  of  knowledge  amongst  men." 

I  have,  Sir,  witnessed  the  rise  and  downflill  of  many  theories  and  sys- 
tems. I  remember  when  the  medical  profession  of  our  country,  imbued 
with  the  principles  of  the  great  and  lamented  Rush,  went  forth,  lancet  in 
liand,  to  shed  blood.  There  was  scarcely  a  disease,  in  those  days,  which 
did  not  seem  to  indicate  the  necessity  of  using  it,  and  oceans  of  blood 
were  poured  out,  to  the  great  abuse  of  his  theories  and  practice.  I  re- 
member a  later  period,  when  the  lancet  was  almost  abandouf^K  and  a 
lurking  typhus  was  detected  in  almost  every  pulse.  The  discriminating, 
observant  Rush  theorized  and  practised  upon  his  system  successfully  ; 
1i(,^  bled  freely  when  it  was  necessary,  and,  generally,  abstained  from  bleed- 
ing when  it  was  not  indicated.  *'  Extremes  are  dangerous,"  even  in  re- 
lation to  correct  principles. 

I  remember  when  calomel  was  administered  in  almost  all  diseases  ;  I 
iiave  known  it  measured  by  spoonsful  instead  of  being  weighed  by  grains, 
and  few  practitionei-s,  in  those  days,  would  '•  scruple  at  drachms."  1 
have  known  a  later  period,  when  the  disciples  of  Broussais  would  have  an- 
nihilated mercury,  considering  it  pernicious  in  any  form  or  dose.  I  re- 
member when  cold  water  was  banished  from  the  fever  wards,  as  highly 
pernicious.  1  know  that  it  has  subsequently  been  considered  indispensa- 
ble, both  internally  and  externally  :  infusion,  afTusion  and  ablution  were 
then  the  roixe.    O   shade  of  Currv,  how  has  tliy  svstem  been  abused!     I 
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remtjinbt;r  lo  have  seen  prescriptions  of  honicjeopatliists  ;  the  hundredth  or 
thousandth  part  of  a  grain  of  calomel  or  otiier  mineral,  is  with  th(,*m  con- 
sidered a  lary,e  dose.  1  liave  also  seen  the  [)rescriptions  of  iho-c;  who 
consider  the  stomach  a  vast  reservoir,  into  which  doses  of  any  kind  may 
be  thrown,  provided  water  in  sufficient  quantities  can  also  be  introduced  ; 
gallons,  yea  hof^sht^ails  of  water  have  been  swilled,  by  these  hapless  pa- 
tients of  water  doctors. 

1  know  wiien  the  I'Vench  j)hysicians  relied,  in  the  treatment  of  fevers — 
even  that  hydi'a-yellow  fever — upon  ptisans,  enemata  and  other  e(jually 
inert  remedies.  i>ut  they  have  since  ventured  to  administer  enormous 
doses  of  quinine — I  will  not  say  that  they  have  gone  as  far  as  our 
Florida  surgeons  have  done,  but  they  have  gone  far  enough,  in  all 
conscience. 

1  might  go  on.  almost  ad  infiniium,  and  trace  back  the  rise  and  down- 
fall of  systems  and  theories  of  medicine,  from  the  present  period  to  the 
days  of  Hippocrates  or  /Esculapius.  Many  of  them  have  been  long  since 
entombed,  but  ever  and  anon,  the  sepulchre  is  desecrated,  and  they  are 
dragged  forth  in  their  naked  deformity  \\n{\  placed  before  the  world  as  per- 
fect creations  of  a  new  Apollo.  Can  all  these  systems  and  theories  be 
true?  Impossible.  Yet  each  had  its  advocates  and  votaries,  as  ^ealous 
as  those  who  espouse  the  present  systems.  And  from  each,  the  careful 
collator  of  information  may  derive  im])ortant  lessons. 

1  had  the  honor  of  being  a  pupil  of  Rush,  and  was  thoroughly  con- 
vinced of  the  truth  of  many  of  his  theories  ;  but  whether  from  timidity, 
or  a  less  confiding  disposition,  I  did  not  push  the  practice  to  extremes, 
believing  in  the  maxim,  "  in  medio,  tutissumun  ibts^  It  is  but  justice 
to  this  eminent  father  of  American  medical  science,  that  1  should  here 
say,  that  to  him  may  be  traced,  either  directly  or  indirectly,  the  origin  of 
many  of  the  most  apj)roved  treatises  on  patliology,  Sic,  now  circulated 
in  Europe.  Had  Rush  never  lived,  Armstrong  and  other  professed  dis- 
coverers in  the  science  oi  medicine  would  never  have  emerged  from  ob- 
scurity in  their  profession.  '•  Who  reads  an  American  book  ?"  is  asked 
by  the  dictators  in  literature  in  Euiope  ;  while  they  are  purloining  from 
Americans  many  of  their  most  important  principles  and  discoveries. 
Rush,  Physick,  and  many  other  Americans,  have  been  derided  by  those 
who  have  stolen  and  endeavored  to  appropriate  their  discoveries. 

Fiom  Rush,  I,  loo,  h.'arned  the  use  of  Peruvian  bark  in  doses  sufficient 
to  make  a  decided  impression  upon  the  system,  whenever  its  use  was 
clearly  imiicated.  And  when  I  found  other  ])ractitioners  complain  of  its 
want  of  efficiency,  I  found  that  they  used  either  bad  bark  or  minimum 
doses.  I  have  ever  found  it,  when  piojjerly  used,  a  most  efficient  reme- 
dial agent.  Tlie  discovery  of  quinine,  I  consider  an  epoch  in  medicine, 
as  we  have,  in  it,  the  ])roperties  of  Peruvian  bark  in  a  concentrated  form. 
It  should  also  be  used  in  sufficient  doses.  But  what  are  sufficient  doses? 
If  we  find  that  grain  doses  judiciously  administered  hourly,  will,  in  a  single 
day,  cut  short  violent  intermittents  and  other  periodical  diseases,  would 
we  not  say  that  two  or  three  times  that  quantity  would  usually  be  more 
than  sufficient  ?     Would   we  think  it  necessary  to  give  eighty,  forty,  or 
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Q\c\\  IwcMity  liincs  thai  muiilxT  of  i;rains  r  I  Jiavc  known  Iwo  or  ihrec 
(Irac'hins  of  opium  (o  bo  c.liowod,  by  a  ))(?rson  unaccustonicd  to  lis  use, 
witlioii!  its  piodiiciiii:;  (l»Mtli  ;  I  Ii:i\(' known  a.  vial  of  laudanuni  s\vallow(*d 
with  (M|nal  ini|Minit\ .  Indeed,  I  have  known  accidental  cniv.s  of  the  se- 
verest disi'ases  h}-  the  use  of  excessive  doses  of  ()j)iuin,  taken  to  c:ut  short 
the  thread  of  hfe,  which  intense  pain  had  rendered  a  burthen.*  1  knew 
a  tunil)ler  of  milk,  into  which  a  teaspoonfnl  of  arsenic  had  been  thrown,  to 
be  swallowed  by  a  lady  without  serious  injury.  Hut  shall  w(;  say  that  opium 
and  arsenic  in  such  doses  are  not  })oisonous  ?  W(;  know  that  they  are, 
and  that  deaths  occur,  daily,  from  the  use  of  iriucdi  small(;r  dost?s.  1 
know  an  instance  in  which  a  mother  and  child,  considen;d  inrunable,  the 
one  from  h\'stei-ia  epileptica,  the  other  from  rickets,  were  both  radically 
cured  by  being  made  dead  drunk  from  whiskey  which  the  former  stole 
from  a  spiiit  cellar.  This  came  under  my  immediate  observation,  when 
1  was  a  youth  at  school,  and  I  really  believe  it  had  some  (^fTect  in  direct- 
ing my  thoughts  to  the  study  of  the  arduous  profession  of  medicine.  1 
thought  that  inebriety  was  a  panacea  suited  to  all  diseases,  at  least  those 
of  a  chronic  character.  But  when  I  came  to  study  the  profession,  to  see 
the  w  ondeiful  mechanism  of  the  bones,  muscles,  &lc.,  the  delicate  inter- 
weaving of  (ibres,  tissues,  nerves  and  bloodvessels,  I  was  lost  in  amaze- 
ment and  admiration,  and  instead  of  considering  it  safe  to  attempt  the 
cure  of  disease  by  intoxication,  I  wondered  that  any  person  should  ever 
recover,  after  the  violent  interruption  which  intoxication  produces  in  the 
important  functions  of  these  organs.  I  wonder  not  that  the  lesions  and 
injuries,  described  by  our  fellow  member  Dr.  Sewall  (though  I  have  never 
met  with  them),  should  occur  from  the  use  of  alcohol. 

Who  would  make  general  use  of  such  a  remedy  ?  I  have  knowm  eisht 
or  ten  grains  of  corrosive  sublimate,  given  by  a  quack,  to  produce  the 
most  astonishing  vermifuge  action  upon  a  patient,  by  which  she  was  en- 
tirely relieved  and  the  reputation  of  the  quack  established.  Of  the  num- 
ber killed  by  such  practice,  we  have  no  record  :  '•  dead  men  tell  no 
tales."  Could  we  "call  up  spirits  from  the  vasty  deep,"  and  array  be- 
fore you  the  shades  of  those  who  have  fallen  by  the  hands  of  empirics, 
by  the  rash  practice  of  men  of  science,  and  the  hasty  adoption  of  false 
systems,  you  would  see  a  host  equal  in  number  to  the  victims  of  "  plague- 
pestilence  and  famine."  1  mean  not  to  say,  that  in  extreme  cases,  larger 
doses  of  quinine  than  that  I  have  mentioned  may  not  be  used.  But  why 
resort  to  them  unless  '*  in  extremis  "?  The  sledge  hammer,  at  a  stroke, 
drives  home  the  nail  which  requires  oft-repeated  blows  from  the  hand  ham- 
mer. When  used  on  the  knotty  oak,  the  stroke  may  do  no  injury  ;  but 
could  you  apply  the  same  tool  to  the  delicate  pine  and  cedar,  without  in- 
jury ?     Might  not  even  the  oak  itself  be  injured  by  it  ? 

[To  be  concluded  in  next  No. J 


*  One  case  only,  I  will  mention.  .1.  II.,  Esq.,  of  Virginia,  a  weiililiy  gentleman,  liad  a  hernia, 
Ti^^hich  i)ecame  stranjiulaled  and  conid  not  be  reduced  •,  in  creat  aijony  from  j)Hin,  duriii<r  the  absence  ol 
his  i)hNsician,  he  determined  to  obtain  ease  at  ihe  cobI  olhis  life.  lie  swallowed  a  ver>  larce  dose  of 
laudaiiuni,  niidc  r  the  inilueiice  of  wliich  lie  slept  many  hours,  and  on  being  aroused,  lie  found  the  pain 
entirely  rtlievcd  and  the  siraiigulaiion  removrd.  lie  lived  to  enjoy  his  ample  e^ta!e,  and  lo  bless 
hid  most  amiable  family  for  many  jears  allerwards. 


(  2;m  ) 

ON   THE   TREATMCNT   OF   CHRONIC    DISEASES. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journ?.l. 

Dfc:AU  Sm, — The  objccL  of  the  rollowiii'^  stricturL'S  is  to  bespeak  the  atten- 
tion of  your  readers  to  the  expediency  and  duty  of  a  more  assiduous  cul- 
tivation, among  our  members,  of  the  Tueatment  of  Chronic  Diseases. 
Tliose  readers  may  be  startled  at  the  unlimited  extent  of  the  subj(!Ct 
cliosen  ;  and  may  wonder  that  I  should  attempt  to  discuss,  in  a  weekly 
sht-et,  what  miijht  well  demand  a  voluuiv*. 

Jt  is  pleasant  to  |)onder  the  details  of  rare  cases,  the  successful  re- 
sults of  bold  and  novel  practice  in  acute  diseases,  and  the  variety  of  con- 
tributions to  our  journals.  But  it  has  often  ajipeared  to  me  that,  in  pro- 
portion to  the  amount  of  business  in  the  treatment  of  sub-acute  diseases, 
devolving  on  ever)  respectable  practitioner,  there  is  far  less  said  in  our  pub- 
lic journals  than  the  subject  requires.  And  this  might  be  expected,  for 
several  reasons.  1st.  The  process  of  cure  is  usually  so  slow  and  pro- 
tracted, and  the  convalescence  so  gradual,  that  the  practitioner  feels  little 
stimulus  to  publish  to  his  brethren  the  various  ste])s.  How  different  from 
the  agreeable  and  exulting  ieelings  produced  by  rescuing  a  patient  from 
imminent  and  certain  death  by  some  surgical  operation,  as,  ibr  instance, 
tiacheotomy,  or  by  some  bold  and  heroic  process  of  medication.  2nd. 
To  the  routine  pjactitioner  it  would  be  almost  impossible  to  recall  the 
steps  of  the  course  and  collect  them  for  publication.  There  is  a  sad 
defect  among  us  in  the  construction  and  completion  of  n.  plan,  as  each 
case  presents  itself,  utterly  to  remove  from  the  constitution  the  complaints 
of  the  individual,  l^ut,  3dly.  the  great  obstacle  to  furnishing  the  treat- 
ment of  these  complaints  to  the  journals,  is,  the  humiliating  success  that 
attends  the  elibrts  of  us  all. 

The  ibllowing  is,  lartoo  often,  the  outline  of  the  administration  of  medi- 
cines, among  those  who  are  engaged  in  miscellaneous,  surgical,  medical 
and  obstetrical  practice.  Seated  by  the  patient,  the  physician  proceeds 
with  the  investigation  in  a  methodical  and  correct  manner,  and  arrives  fairly 
at  his  conclusions  as  to  the  nature  and  seat  of  the  disease.  He  sees  a  way 
to  conduct  the  invalid  out  of  the  painful,  perhaps  dangerous  dilemma,  and 
very  laudably  resolves  and  determines  that,  by  his  discernment  and  fidelity, 
he  will  add  another  to  his  trophies,  by  the  complete  restoration  of  the  appli- 
cant. Before  leaving,  the  course  is  fully  decided  on,  communicated  and 
explained  to  the  patient  and  friends,  and  the  proper  commencement  made. 
As  he  proceeds  on  his  daily  rounds  he  reviews  the  whole  case,  pronoun- 
ces anxiously  on  his  own  doings,  and  feels  no  manner  of  doubt,  that  in 
some  few  days,  he  shall  be  impatient  to  call  again  and  witness  the  effects 
of  his  plan  and  correct  any  misapprehension  or  unfavorable  operation  of 
the  remedies. 

But,  in  the  course  of  these  few  days,  what  has  taken  place  ?  Why, 
he  has  been  called  to  this  case  of  quinsy,  this  obstetrical  case,  that  broken 
limb,  and  watched,  night  and  day,  over  some  dangerous  attack  on  the  life 
of  a  fellow  citizen.  At  length  a  sense  of  duty,  or,  frequently,  a  second 
message,  summons  him  to  a  renewed  consideration  of  the  patient  with 
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clnon'u'  (liscaso.  But  in;iiiy  parts  of  the  disl'mct  ^frf)ii|.)  of  syinploms, 
wliii-li  intcivslcd  liiiu  so  iiiucli  at  first,  liavc  been  tlirust  from  his  iiK'uiory 
by  till'.  oxii!;iMici('s  of  the  proccdini,^  week.  "  Wliat  werf'  bis  prominent 
complaints?  What  his  peculiarities?  I  recolh^ct  thos';  pills — but  the 
drops — the  adjuvanls — what  were  th(^y  ?  And  lh<'  diet  and  rcLfimcn — 
what  did  I  say  of  them  /'  Instead  of  the  <^lowin!4  intt?rest  he  felt  on 
leaving  the  ])aticnt,  be  experiences  almost  a  reputjjnance  to  the  investiga- 
tion. He  reconnoitres  the  ground  with  cautious  ambiguity,  in  making  his 
in(juiries,  for  fear  he  shall  wound  his  invalid  friend  by  an  appeaiance  of 
lorget fulness  and  \\ant  of  interest  in  the  case.  At  length  he  has  fisln.d 
out  a  good  portion  of  what  be  learnt  on  the  first  visit,  gained  some  new 
views  of  the  case,  and  completed  his  methodum  mcchndi  for  another  pro- 
fessional interval. 

Let  me  inquire,  at  this  spot,  what  are  the  practitioners  intentions  and 
expectations  ?  Has  he,  even  now,  any  distinct  conceptions  of  the'  amount  of 
time,  remedies,  and  attendance,  that  will  be  required  to  restore  this  patient 
to  entire  health,  should  he  prove  successful  ?  Does  he  realize  that  a  long, 
protracted  disease  requires  a  protracted  application  of  remedies  to  subvert 
it  and  re-establisb  the  processes  of  beaUli  in  the  animal  economy  ?  Has 
be  apprised  the  patient  that  he  cannot  expel  the  enemy  from  the  system 
by  any  sudden  onslaught,  and  tiiat,  if  he  ever  recovers,  it  must  be  a  w  ork 
of  time  and  perseverance  ? 

But  this  case  is  not  quite  finished  The  invalid,  instead  of  recovering, 
may  remain  stationary,  if  not  declining.  After  some  six  or  eight  calls, 
and,  perhaps,  nearly  as  many  changes  of  medication,  the  physician  cannot 
but  feel  some  doubts  of  success,  which  is  perhaps  perceived  by  the  patient. 
In  asking  himself  what  he  shall  next  do,  he  looks  back  on  the  course  aiid 
wishes — vainly  wishes — he  could  recollect  what  he  has  heretofore  pre- 
scribed. He  has  had  hopes  at  times  and  expressed  them,  for  the  success 
of  his  plan  ;  but  still,  the  patient  is  not  essentially  better.  Now\  without 
stop])ing  to  speculate  on  the  various  probabilities  that  the  doctor  will  hear 
of  his  patient's  having  gone  over  to  the  nostrum-mongers,  the  quacks,  the 
steamers — or,  perhaps,  to  some  rival — let  me  pro])osp,  before  proceeding 
any  further,  a  line  of  proceeding  which  will  greatly  assist,  in  my  estima- 
tion, the  physician,  in  the  whole  treatment  of  chronic  diseases.  I  beg  to 
be  pardoned  for  proposing  it  to  all ;  not  to  the  busy  and  popular  only, 
but  to  those  who  have  as  yet  but  limited  employment.  Let  every  man 
who  would  contribute  to  rescue  his  neighbors  and  employees  from  the  in- 
flictions of  unskilled  and  reckless  pretenders,  resolve  on  four  things  and 
faithfully  execute  them. 

1st.  To  cultivate  more  taste  and  faithfulness  in  the  treatment  of 
chronic  diseases.  2d.  Never  to  proceed  with  the  incipient  steps  till  a 
candid  and  labored  estimate  is  made  of  the  cause  of  the  complaint,  and 
the  length  of  time  to  complete  the  recovery.  3d.  Most  conscientiously  to 
maintain  unimpaired  faithfulness  and  attention  to  the  end.  4th.  Above 
all — procure  a  manuscript  blanlc  volume,  say  of  two  quires  quarto,  for  a 
Case  Book,  in  which,  either  at  the  time  the  patient  calls  at  the  ojjicc,  or,  if 
abroad,  before  retiring  to  rest  the  same  day,  the  whole  case  and  presaip- 
tion  shall  be  recorded. 
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This  last  proposal,  of  the  Case  Book,  I  hej/  leave  earnestly  to  urf^e  up- 
on my  hrethien  who  have  not  as  yt*t  adopted  the  ])lan.  Tlufy  will  find 
it  henehcial  to  themselves,  to  say  nothiii^j^or their  em[)loyers,  beyond  all  their 
expectations  ;  and  every  year  will  add  to  its  value.  While  in  Hartlord,  I 
knew  a  man  who  had,  literally,  no  professional  preparation  whatever,  who, 
by  f^radual  and  careful  observations  on  diseases  of  a  chronic  nature,  in- 
cluding cancel's,  almost  of  course,  obtained  employment  in  some  of  the 
best  families  in  the  city,  and  really  obtained  a  considerable  degree  of 
skill.  I  had  no  accjuaintance  with  him,  except  simply  saluting  him  oc- 
casionally in  the  barber's  shop  ;  but  1  was  told  he  had  not  a  single  sur- 
passing characteristic  except  untiring  assiduity  in  the  treatment  of  chronic 
invalids.  Now,  if  this  mediocre  man,  beginning  medicine  late  in  life, 
and  without  any  knowledge  of  the  profession,  could  ac(|uire,  in  this  retired 
and  back-handed  manner,  such  an  amount  of  business  and  confidence, 
are  there  not  many  w  ithin  the  ranks,  with  the  unspeakable  advantages  of 
professional  acquirements,  who  should  become  distinguished  in  the  cure  of 
these  disorders  ? 

But  the  desire  to  increase  the  respectability  and  usefulness  of  the 
medical  profession,  and  to  preserve  to  them  their  legitimate  honoi's,  re- 
wards and  support,  is  not  my  only  object.  To  prevent  their  employers 
and  neighbors  from  falling  into  the  snares  of  mercenary  haj-pies,  and  reck- 
less, hardened  homicides,  is  motive  hijih  enouidi  to  enlist  all  their  exertions 
and  ambition.  Why,  Mr.  Editor,  it  is  hardly  a  week  since  a  woman  w^as 
consigned  to  the  iirave  in  this  villaire,  whose  breast  was  literallv  torn  off, 
after  the  agonies  of  an  arsenic  plaster,  by  a  hook  !  Think  ot  that,  Sir, 
a  hook  :  so  the  fellow  himself  declared  before  the  inquest  held  in  Troy, 
where  the  butchery  was  perpetrated.  And  the  cavity  left,  after  the  gland 
was  haggled  out,  was  found  by  the  physicians  to  be  8  l)y  lOi  inches  ! 

But  I  forbear.  This  very  disease,  hopeless  as  it  is,  deserves  individual 
establishments — specialties — for  its  treatment.  1  know  of  several  surgeons 
who  are  especially  devoted  to  this  disease  and  its  kindred  alFections,  and 
have  not  lost  cast  with  the  profession.  Within  a  few  years  to  come  this 
formidable  enemy  may  be  disarmed  of  its  fatality  and  its  terrors,  and 
some  Jenner  in  our  ranks  should  be  the  discoverer. 

Before  closing,  permit  me  to  say  to  many  of  youi-  readers,  that,  in  part- 
ing with  their  patients,  whom  they  have  kindly  commended  to  my  care 
while  here,  I  have  urged  them  to  look  with  kindness  and  indulgence  on 
the  proneness  of  their  family  physician  to  neglect  chronic  diseases.  I 
have  endeavored  to  persuade  them  that,  if  their  own  friends  or  themselves 
were  dangei'ously  sick,  they,  themselves,  would  insist  on  the  prom[)t  and 
continued  attendance  of  the  physician,  even  to  the  neglect  of  more  ordi- 
nary cases.  I  have  endeavored  to  exact  a  pledge  from  them  to  say  to 
their  physician,  that  they  would  not  excuse  their  prolonged  care  and 
watch,  but  should  insist  on  not  being  jostled  out  of  their  professional  con- 
sideration and  attention.  Very  truly  yours,  M.  L.  North, 
Saratoga  Springs,  April  2,  1845. 

[To  be  continued.] 
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UK.M.MIKS   ON    IM  IMM'llA— Wrnr    A    CASE    SUCCIvSSrULLY   TRI'ATKD 

WITH  thl:  iodidl:  of  potassium. 

By  S.  B.  Phillips,  M.D.,  New  York. 
(Cominiiiiii-.itfd    fur  tlio    ll(>>Jl()ii    Mcdiriil    and    S'lirL'icnl    J(i\iriial.] 

Puiiruiiv,  accordiii^r  to  no.sological  clas.sification,  is  a  ^cnii.s  of  di.scaso, 
which  i.s  divided  into  several  dislinct  specle-s,  as,  P.  simplex,  P.  Iieiriorrha- 
gica,  P.  urticans,  &:c. — thous^h,  perlia})S,  it  is  more  proper  to  consid(.*r  these 
species  as  one  identical  disease,  presentin<r  difFerent  j)hases  in  its  develop- 
ment, depending  on  the  diathesis  and  constitution  of  the  })atient,  which 
tend  eitliiM'  to  pioniot(^  or  retard  Its  progress.  For  it  is  not  uncoinnion  to 
see  what  is  denominated  P.  simplex,  terminating  in  some  of  tin.'  other 
species,  in  consecjuence  of  the  effects  of  remedial  agents  solely  ;  or  by 
the  influence  of  concomitant  circumstances.  Tlie  different  species  of  this 
disease  should  he  contemplated  rather  as  stages,  presenting  appearances, 
which  depend  on  the  time  of  its  continuance  ;  or  more  esj)ecially,  on  the 
acting  and  counteracting  causes ;  as  it  frequently  commences,  in  its  worst 
form,  in  consequence  of  the  activity  of  the  predisposing  and  exciting  causes. 

The  phenomena  presented  by  this  disease,  are,  usually,  small  red  or 
purple  spots,  termed  s/^o^mo^a,  or  i^e^ec'AzVe ;  or  large  ones,  of  a  crimson 
or  purple  color,  formed  as  the  disease  advances,  by  a  coalescence  of  the 
stigmata,  called  ccchymoses,  or  vihices.  These  appear  first  on  the  extremi- 
ties, then  on  the  body  ;  the  hands  and  face  being  generally  free.  They 
are  persistent  under  pressure,  of  a  circular  form,  with  irregular  edges. 
The  cuticle  upon  them  is  smooth,  and  sometimes  slightly  elevated,  con- 
taining bloody  serum  underneath.  Many  of  them  disappear  after  several 
days,  and  are  succeeded  by  others  of  a  similar  charactei'.  These  maculae 
are  sometimes  distinct,  at  other  times  somewhat  confluent ;  sometimes 
uniformly  distributed  over  the  surface,  in  other  cases  occurring  in  irregu- 
lar clusters.  They  are  caused  by  an  enlargement  of  the  capillaries,  fol- 
lowed by  a  sub-cuticular  extravasation  of  blood.  They  are  not  attended 
by  any  peculiar  sensation. 

These  patches  occur  also  on  the  mucous  membranes,  lining  the  inter- 
nal organs,  as  the  mouth,  lungs,  intestines,  vagina,  and  utems — in  these 
places  they  are  raised,  and  ))apulated,  often  giving  rise  to  dangerous  and 
fatal  hemorrhage.  Generally,  however,  the  hemorrhage  is  moderate, 
spontaneously  ceasing,  and  occurring  at  intervals,  again  and  again,  till 
L^reat  exhaustion  or  death  ensues.  At  other  times,  there  is  a  constant, 
thouf^h  gradual  oozin"-  of  blood.  The  immediate  cause  of  death,  fre- 
quently,  is  copious  hemorrhage  from  some  internal  organ,  as  the  stomach, 
lungs,  intestines,  or  even  the  uterus,  in  advanced  life.  In  protracted 
cases,  extreme  debility,  emaciation,  anasarcous  tumefaction,  commencing 
in  the  lower  (extremities,  supervene. 

The  constitutional  symptoms  of  this  disease,  present  little  uniformity. 
In  some  cases,  the  appearance  of  the  spots  is  preceded  by  lassitude,  de- 
bility, and  vague  and  erratic  pains  in  the  limbs  ;  though,  when  the  disease 
is  fully  developed,  depression  of  spirits  and  languor  usually  attend.  In 
other  cases,  the  disease  occurs  without  any  marked  premonitory  symptoms. 
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Febiilt' pafox}Sius  occasionally  occur,  but  are  by  no  moans  constant; 
and  rarely  preceding  tlie  appearance  of  the  spots  on  the  skin.  There 
is  areat  diversity  of  pulse,  in  ditlerent  cases.  Tlie  skin  is  sometimes 
above,  and  sometimes  below  the  natural  temperature.  Cough,  oppressed 
respiration,  pain  in  tlie  left  breast  or  side,  uneasiness  in  the  stomach,  full- 
ness and  weight  in  the  hypochondrium,  sometimes  precede  and  accom- 
pany the  hemorrhagic  aifection.  iXeither  age  nor  sex  is  exempt  from  its 
attack.     It  continues  from  a  few  weeks  to  many  months. 

Conflicting  opinions  have  been  entertained  relative  to  the  patholoi^y  of 
this  disease,  some  referring  it  to  a  phlogistic  state  of  the  system,  while 
others  have  attributed  it  to  debility.  But  he  who  observes  many  cases 
of  this  disease,  must  be  convinced  of  its  asthenic  character,  whatever  be 
the  temperament  and  diathesis  of  the  patient.  That  the  disease  is  some- 
times complicated  by  accidental  congestion,  or  infkunmation  of  internal 
organs,  there  is  no  doul)t  ;  yet  these  are  the  effect  of  the  disease,  rather 
than  the  cause,  for  they  occur  after  the  hemorriiagic  affection  becomes 
apparent.  It  is  equally  true,  that  petechia?  and  vibices,  resembling  those 
in  purpura,  appear  in  some  cases  of  high  febrile  action  ;  but  in  these 
cases  they  are  never  observed,  till  great  prostration  and  exhaustion  of  the 
powers  of  the  system  supervene,  and  a  state  of  debility  is  established, 
resulting  from  previous  excitement. 

In  every  case  of  piupura,  whatever  may  be  the  temperament,  or  con- 
stitution of  the  patient,  there  is  always  a  dyscrasia  of  the  system,  ob- 
viously apparent.  The  blood  and  the  parenchymatous  tissues  in  most 
cases  possess  but  little  coherence ;  the  former  does  not  separate  into 
crassamentiun  and  serum,  if  observed  after  the  disease  is  developed, 
though  it  may  at  its  -invasion,  but  forms  a  jelly-like  mass,  mingled  with 
a  turbid  lymph,  or  is  in  an  uncommon  fluid  state.  After  death,  the  in- 
ternal caviiies  are  often  found  to  contain  a  dark  fluid,  resembling  blood, 
or  a  bloody  serum.  The  tissues  of  the  internal  organs  possess  but  little 
tenacity,  and  are  easily  broken  down. 

The  mode  of  its  invasion,  and  the  pathological  condition  of  the  blood, 
are  beautifully  described  by  an  American  author  in  the  follow  ing  language. 
He  says,  "  To  me  it  seems  probable  that  this  affection  has  a  considerable 
latent  period  before  it  manifests  itself  by  external  symptoms  ;  that  pri- 
mary disorder  of  the  assimilating  functions  deranges  the  healthy  consti- 
tution of  the  blood  ;  and,  finally,  that  the  blood  thus  deteriorated  or 
changed,  being  no  longer  possessed  of  its  healthy  relations  with  the  or- 
ganic sensibility  of  the  capillary  vessels,  causes  these  to  suffer  its  ready 
transmission  and  extravasation." 

The  treatment  usually  adopted,  includes  bleeding,  purgatives,  acids, 
tonics,  oil  of  turpenUne,  &ic.,  under  which  it  is  often  uncontrollable,  pro- 
ceeding to  a  fatal  termination. 

The  following  case  may  not  be  uninteresting  to  those  w  ho  occasionally 
meet  with  cases  of  this  disease. 

In  June,    1844,  I   was  called  to  see  Mr.  ,  ret.   30.     He  was 

of  S'jdentary   habits,   a    sanguineous   temperament,  a   florid  complexion, 
and   apparently   somewhat  iiregular  in  his  mode  of  living — taking   dif- 
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TiHihlc  sliinuli  occasionally,  hut  not  to  |j;reat  excess.  IIi^  complained 
of  a  (Icep-scatcd  jiain  in  the  left  side,  a  loss  of  apix-lilc,  laiifruor  and 
weakness;  lliere  was  want  of  energy,  obluseness  of  tli(^  mental  faculties, 
and  (>vidcntly  a  slnt,^i:;isl)ness  in  the  performance  of  the  functions  <i:ene- 
rall}'.  The  tongue  was  covered  with  a  dark-yellow,  slimy  coat,  di2,e:s- 
tion  was  disordered.  'I'he  pulse  rather  above  the  normal  standard,  as  to 
force  and  fr(M|uency  ;  tempeialure  of  the  surface  hut  litth;  exalted  ;  h<!  had 
been  ill  several  days.  The  upper  and  lower  extremities,  and  trunk,  w(M-e 
covered  with  dcrp  scarlet-colored  patches,  of  different  dimensions,  dis- 
tinct, and  irregularly  distributed  on  the  surface. 

The  universal  tendency  of  this  disease  to  a  depro^ssion  of  the  vital 
jiowers  and  functions,  excluded  from  my  mind  the  use  of  the  lancet, 
though  the  diathesis  was  unequivocally  febrile.  After  carefully  investi- 
gating the  symptoms  and  condition  of  the  patient,  and  the  known  tend- 
ency of  the  disease  to  exhaust  the  vital  powers,  I  determined,  if  possible, 
to  ameliorate  the  condition  of  the  digestive  organs,  and  then  to  administer 
some  tonic,  if  the  febrile  condition  should  be  diminished  by  the  use  of 
laxatives  and  an  antiphlogistic  regimen.  To  accomplish  the  first  object, 
I  ordered  the  following  pills.  R.  Massae  ex  hydrargyro,  5  j. ;  pulvius 
radicis  rhei,  3  iss. ;  syrupi  simplicis,  q.  s.  Misce,  et  fiat  massaj,  in  pilulas 
triginta  dividenda.  One  of  these  to  be  taken  morning,  noon  and  night, 
with  a  liquid  diet. 

After  five  days  die  tongue  presented  a  more  healthy  aspect,  there  was 
less  fulness  and  frequency  of  the  pulse,  the  maculae  on  the  surface  chanoed 
to  a  livid  bile,  and  became  more  extensive,  debility  increased.  The  ne- 
cessity of  a  tonic  became  obvious.  From  the  efTects  of  the  iodide  of  po- 
tassium in  other  diseases,  its  undoubted  tonic  powers,  and  its  reputed 
power  of  exciting  the  absorbents  in  some  cases — though  I  had  no  know- 
ledge of  any  case  of  purpura,  in  the  treatment  of  which,  it  had  been 
used — I  resolved  to  exhibit  it  in  this  case  and  carefully  to  observe  its  eflects. 
Therefore  the  following  solution  was  directed.  R.  Potassii  iodidi,  5  ij.  ; 
aquae  destillatae,  §  ij.  Liqua.  One  half  of  a  drachm  of  this  solution 
was  given  three  times  a  day.  The  pills  were  continued,  one  in  the 
morning,  and  one  in  the  evening,  for  several  days  more.  The  spots  re- 
mained stationary  for  about  a  week,  after  which,  they  presented  a  yellow- 
ish appearance,  changing  gradually,  till  about  three  weeks  after  using  the 
solution,  they  had  mostly  disappeared.  A  nourishing  diet  was  allowed, 
as  digestion  improved. 

The  effects  of  the  iodide  were  most  striking  and  satisfactory,  in  con- 
junction with  purgation,  in  this  case,  the  only  one  of  this  kind  in  which 
I  have  used  it.  Perhaps  it  may  not  prove  so  decidedly  beneficial  in  other 
cases  ;  yet  from  the  charming  effect  it  produced  on  the  disease,  I  am  in- 
duced strongly  to  commend  its  use  to  others,  in  like  cases. 

From  the  succinct  account  here  given  of  this  case,  those  who  differ  from 
the  writ(n',  in  their  views  of  the  pathology  of  the  disease,  mav  be  led  to 
infer,  that  the  alterative  effect  of  the  mercury  was  the  primeval  cause 
of  the  removal  of  the  disease  ;  this  I  shall  not  here  deny  ;  nor  is  it  pre- 
tended, that  a   fact  is  established,  by  this  individual   case  :  the  object  in 
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reportiuL;  it  bcinj^  solely  to  present  a  remedy  (if  it  prove  to  be  one)  f(jr 
tliis  iVequently  I'atal  disease,  which,  it  is  believed,  has  never  heretofore 
been  presented,  to  the  minds  of  those  who  may  be  disposed  to  exptrimtnt 
with  it  in  cases  of  purpura. 

It  may  be  proper  to  state  some  of  the  reasons  which  directed  my  mijid 
to  the  conclusion,  that  the  effects  of  the  remedy  were  most  salutary  in 
this  case.  After  the  use  of  the  pills  for  several  days,  and  before  admin- 
isterin*^  the  solution,  every  symptom  of  the  disease  was  decidedly  worse, 
except  that  the  tongue  appeared  somewhat  better,  and  there  was  rather 
less  febrile  action  in  the  system ;  yet  the  marked  increase  of  languor  and 
debihty,  the  unhealthy  appearance  and  lividity  presented  by  the  extrava- 
sations, which  were  coalescing,  and  thereby  increasing,  betokened  the 
rapid  progress  the  disease  was  making  towards  hemorrhage,  till  it  was  ap- 
])arenily  arrested  by  the  remedial  agent,  in  the  form  of  a  hydriodate. 
The  fact  that  the  tongue  presented  a  more  favorable  aspect  was,  no 
doubt,  effected  by  the  mercurial  laxative  ;  but  the  diminished  febrile  action 
mls^ht  have  depended  upon  the  more  exhausted  action  of  the  vital  powers, 
and  consequent  debility,  which  was,  probably,  increased,  rather  than  di- 
minished, by  purgation — if  so,  then  manifestly  by  the  pills  alone  no  cure 
could  have  resulted,  but  the  vital  j)owers  would  have  been  more  and  more 
depressed ;  and  the  disease  must  have  terminated  in  a  fatal  hemorrhagic 
action. 

Though  the  brief  and  imperfect  statement  of  diis  case  may  not  lead 
any  to  this  conclusion,  I  think  a  careful  observation  of  the  progress  of  the 
disease,  as  it  developed  itself,  would  have  convinced  the  most  skeptical, 
that  it  was  controlled  by  the  iodide  of  potassium,  as  if  by  incantation. 

Speculation  {may  be  indulged,  skepticism  and  credulity  brought  into 
exercise,  and  those,  disposed  to  cavil,  manifest  their  powers;  still  facts 
and  their  relations  must  be  the  foundation  of  all  useful  medical  knowledo^e  : 
and,  if  any  hint  be  afforded  by  the  relation  of  the  preceding  case,  which 
shall  lead  to  the  establishing  of  a  single  fact  relative  to  the  therapeutic 
properties  of  the  iodide  of  potassium — that  is,  w  hether  it  be  remedial  or 
pernicious  in  purpura — then  the  design  in  presenting  it  will  be  fully 
accomplished. 


HARTFORD   COUNTY   (CONN.)  MEDICAL    CONVENTION. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir, — The  following  notice  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Hartford  County 
Medical  Society,  which  held  its  annual  meeting  at  Hartford  on  the  1 0th 
inst.,  is  forw^arded  to  you  for  publication,  should  it  meet  your  approval. 

The  meeting  was  organized  by  the  appointment  of  David  S.  Dodge, 
M.D.,  Chairman,  and  E.  K.  Hunt,  I\I.D.,  Clerk.  Business  of  a  some- 
what local  and  miscellaneous  character  having  been  disposed  of,  the  at- 
tention of  the  Society  was  called  to  the  dissertation  on  Insanity,  which 
was  prepared,  by  previous  appointment,  and  read  by  S.  B.  Fuller,  M.D., 
of  Hartford.     While  there  was  nothing  particularly  novel  or  striking  in 
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ihls  prodiu'lion,  il  pivsciiU'd  ;i  clciir,  scnsihlc.  uiul  practical  v'k^v  of  tins 
iinj)()r(aiit  subject  ;  bolli  with  respect  to  the;  nature,  causes  and  trealiixiit 
of  this  malady,  which  nil,  who  are  conversant  with  the  sul)j(.'ct,  deciii  it 
iinporlanl  for  thcr  mass  of  the.  profession  more  fully  to  understand.  Th(; 
excitement  often  connected  with  its  early  stai^e,  and  tiu!  consti))ation 
which  is  not  unfrequently  a  feature  also  of  this  disease,  arc  lik(;ly  to  be  re- 
garded as  satisfactory  evidence  of  the  propriety  and  even  necessity  of  d(;- 
pletion,  both  by  bleedini^  and  pur^^atives  ;  tbc  results  of  which  treatment 
indicalinu-  but  too  conclusively  its  fatal  tendency.  This  point  was  com- 
mended to  the  special  notice  of  the  members,  and  can  scarcely  fail  to  re- 
sult in  good. 

A  varic^ty  of  hapjjy  (examples,  illustrative  of  the  effects  of  morbid  ac- 
tion in  remote  parts,  re.-acting  upon  the  brain,  and  through  it  upon  the 
mind,  which  his  own  and  the  observation  of  his  father  had  furnished,  were 
read  ;  and  the  symptoms  and  treatment  which  characterize  and  are  adapt- 
ed to  the  mental  disturbance  depending  upon  this  state  of  the  system, 
contrasted  wntli  that  w  hich  follows  inflammatory  action  of  the  encepha- 
lon  ;  from  which,  by  the  way,  it  is  not  always  distinguished.  Indeed, 
the  annual  reports  of  our  asylums  for  the  insane,  show  that  it  is  not  very 
unusual  for  patients  to  be  presented  for  admission,  whose  dehrium  de- 
pends upon  inflammation  of  the  meninges  of  the  brain,  and  only  needed, 
at  the  outset,  bold  and  decisive  depletion  by  bleedings,  both  local  and 
general,  together  with  free  purgation  and  complete  repose,  to  ensure  a 
recovery,  which  at  the  period  of  presentation  can  hardly  be  anticipated. 

Another  paper  was  also  prepared  by  H.  A.  Grant,  M.D.,  of  Hartford, 
entitled,  "  Observations  on  the  Zoosperm,  and  the  fluids  which  are  ob- 
noxious to  its  existence  as  a  cause  of  sterility."  In  the  absence  of  Dr. 
Grant,  his  dissertation  was  read  by  one  of  the  members. 

It  appears  that  when  residing  in  Paris,  during  the  year  1839-40,  the 
doctor,  in  company  wnth  several  other  medical  gentlemen,  instituted  a  se- 
ries of  experiments,  upon  the  animalculaj  existing  in  the  spermatic  fluid 
of  the  dog,  ass  and  man.  In  the  course  of  their  experiments  they  found 
that  a  fluid,  which  was  more  than  very  slightly  acid  or  alkaline,  w^ould  im- 
mediately destroy  these  little  animals  ;  the  latter  producing  violent  and 
convulsive  contractions,  while  the  former  instantaneously  annihilated  ner- 
vous energy  and  destroyed  the  life  of  the  animal.  After  establishing  this 
fact,  they  proceeded  to  institute  experiments  upon  the  vaginal  and  uterine 
fluids  of  the  female.  Their  subjects,  in  the  language  of  the  doctor,  were, 
••  virgins,  women  who  had  borne  children,  and  those  who  had  not."  In 
every  case  they  found  the  uterine  mucus  alkaline,  while  the  vaginal  pro- 
duced an  acid  re-action.  On  placing  the  zoosperms  in  these  fluids  re- 
spectiv^ely,  whenever  they  were  found  to  die  speedily — as  in  some  cases 
they  did — the  alkalinity  or  acidity  of  the  fluid  in  which  they  were  placed, 
was  found,  by  tests,  to  present  a  decisive  re-action,  so  much  so  as  to  sat- 
isfy the  minds  of  these  gentlemen  that  an  excess  of  one  or  the  other  of 
these  agents  was  the  cause  of  their  destruction. 

From  the  above  considerations,  the  doctor  concluded  that  in  certain 
cases  of  sterility,  an  unnatural  condition  of  the  vaginal  or  uterine  fluid,  by 
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destroy ini^  the  life  of  the  zoosperm,  may  be  regarded  as  tlie  cause  of  ste- 
rility. He  therelbre  suggests  whether,  by  iiiodilying  the  state  of  the  sys- 
tem, whenever  it  appears  probable  tliat  one  or  the  other  of  these  princi- 
ples may  prevail,  it  may  not  result  in  so  changing  the  character  ol  the 
riuids  in  which  these  little  beings,  whi(;h  play  so  important  a  part  in  the 
phenomena  of  reproduction,  at  first  find  a  resting  })lace,  as  to  secure  an 
object  which  is  oftentimes  sou^dit  for  with  anxious  solicitude. 

Ttie  view  of  which  1  give  you  u  synopsis,  took  us  somewhat  by  sur- 
prise, and  while  we  were  ready  to  admit  the  plausibility  of  the  reasoning 
and  the  ingenuity  of  the  experiments,  as  well  as  the  interesting  nature  of 
the  subject,  no  one  was  able  to  say  aught,  from  his  own  observation  or 
experience,  calculated  either  to  sustain  or  refute  the  position  assumed  by 
Dr.  Grant. 

The  Society  gladly  presented  their  thanks  to  the  gentlemen  who  had 
so  highly  interested  and  instructed  them  by  their  learned  dissertations. 

A  resolution  expressive  of  the  respect  of  the  members  for  the  memory 
of  one  of  our  number — the  late  Dr.  Timothy  Hall,  of  East  Hartford, 
long  known  as  an  active,  skilful  and  philanthropic  physician — who  has 
gone  to  his  rest  since  our  last  annual  meeting,  and  an  unfeigned  sym- 
pathy for  his  bereaved  family,  was  offered  and  unanimously  passed. 

1  would  add,  in  closing,  that  the  proceedings  of  both  our  State  and 
County  Societies,  have  not  been  characterized  by  that  degree  of  interest 
and  zeal  which  ought  ever  to  appear  prominent  in  such  bodies.  Mem- 
bers have  appeared  to  come  together,  more  for  the  sake  of  their  per  diem, 
and  to  get  a  little  relief  from  the  monotony  of  professional  duties,  than  to 
interchange  views  on  topics  of  importance,  and  which  greatly  and  imme- 
diately interest  us  all. 

One  who  could  set  up  some  rallying  point  around  which  we  should 
hasten  to  gather,  and  which  should  appear  to  be  worth  the  pains  w  hich 
it  now  costs  to  maintahi  our  organization,  &lc.,  would  confer  on  the  pro- 
fession in  this  State,  1  am  persuaded,  an  invaluable  service. 

Hartford,  Conn.,  April  I2th,  1845. 
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Mop. — "  Pray  now,  buy  some  :  I  love  a  ballad  in  print,  a'  life  ;  for  then  we  are  sure  they 
are  true. 

Ant. — Here's  one  to  a  very  doleful  tune.  How  an  usurer'.s  wife  was  brought  to  bed  of 
twenty  money  bags  at  a  burden;  and  how  she  longed  to  eat  adders'  heads,  and' loads  car- 
bonadoed- 

INlop. — Is  it  true,  do  you  think  ? 

Ant. — Very  true,  and  but  a  month  old. 

Mop. — Bless  me  from  marrying  a  usurer ! 

Ant. — Here's  the  midwife's  name  to't,  one  mistress  Taleporter  :  and  five  or  six  honest  wives 
that  were  present :  why  should  I  carry  lies  abroad  ? 

Mop. — Pray  you  now,  buy  it.'" — IVinter's  Tale. 

There  is  always  something  to  mark   an   era  ;  something  that  gives  a 
general  character  to  the  actors,  or  to  the  deeds  performed.     This  is  made 
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voiy  apparont  in  civil  uiid  polilic'al  history — and  in  lliat  of  soicncc  it,  is  no 
less  trii(\  As  far  as  the  arts  ariu-oiu-criKMl,  the  prcsont  mii^ht  be,  perhaps, 
justly  called  the  ova  of  slcaiu  power — hut  with  regard  to  lucdical  pliiloso- 
phy,  I  helievc  wo  mii^djt  with  much  propriety  concisely  dub  it  the  cj'a  of 
certification.  Time  was,  when  a  [)r{)posiiion,  to  be  established,  had  to  be 
proved  true  by  its  intcrrnal  evidence  and  its  external  relations — now,  the 
verification  by  jiioof  is  dispensed  with,  and  truth  is  revealed  and  su[)port- 
ed  solely  by  testimony.  Common  sense  is  looked  upon  as  a  common  liar; 
and  Reason,  reviled  and  excommunicated,  sees  h(;r  place  filled  l>y  the  pre- 
ponderating spirit  of  mysticism.  So  long  as  the  manifestation  of  this 
iact  was  confined  to  the  unprofessional  and  illiterate — while,  for  example, 
the  theme  was  the  healing  properties  of  some  Indian  balsam,  the  divine 
(jualities  of  which  were  attested  by  John  Nokes,  of  Texas,  Judge  This, 
or  the  Rev.  That — we  did  not  feel  ourselves  called  upon  to  take  any  par- 
ticular notice  of  the  subject.  In  fact,  we  felt  ourselves  at  liberty,  like 
quiet  citizens,  to  quietly  disbelieve  and  say  nothing  about  it ;  not  thinking 
that  ere  long,  we  should  be  called  upon  to  believe  in  the  general  propo- 
sition that,  that  which  was  true,  is  false — and  that  the  sun  of  truth  is  only 
on  the  meridian  at  midnight,  on  the  not  to  be  doubted  asseveration  of  sci- 
entific testimony.  It  is  pleasant  thus  to  be  provided  with  things  to  won- 
der at,  and  at  the  same  time  to  be  relieved  from  the  labor  of  investiira- 
tion  ;  and  it  is  cheering,  too,  to  anticipate  the  time  when  human  know- 
ledge will  comprise  so  many  wonders  ;  when,  in  fiict,  knowledge  will  be 
little  else  than  wonder.  I  am  gratified  that  our  profession  is  at  last  taking 
the  lead  in  this  new  mode  of  philosophizing,  as  appears  by  the  fact  of 
some  of  its  prominent  members  lending  the  sanction  of  their  presence  and 
names  to  the  support  of  that,  which,  during  a  former  and  therefore  be- 
nighted era,  common  sense  would  have  rejected,  and  reason  condemned. 

1  have  been  induced,  Mr.  Editor,  thus  to  express  my  high  gratification 
in  the  existence  of  this  new  state  of  things,  by  the  remarkable  communi- 
cation of  Dr.  Doane,  of  the  "surprising,"  '*  very  astonishing,"  and  •'•sin- 
gular "  case  of  tumor  removed  during  '•'  magnetic  sleep  "  by  Dr.  Bodi- 
nier,  published  in  the  Journal  Vol.  XXXI.,  No.  26.  As  Drs.  Francis, 
Mott,  J.  K.  Rogers,  Delafield,  R.  Nelson  and  Taylor  were  present  and 
non-dissenting,  we  are  required  to  consider  them  as  giving  testimony  cor- 
roborative of  Dr.  Doane's  ;  and  as  we  are  forbid  entertaining  any  "  sus- 
picion of  collusion,"  by  the  "  high  character  of  Dr.  Bodinier,"  I  con- 
sider the  thing  as  established  beyond  all  peradventure.  With  such  au- 
thority I  would  believe  anything — if  sufficiently  unreasonable ;  thougli  I 
regret  the  he'm^  forbid  to  suspect,  as  it  deprives  me  of  an  opportunity  for 
the  exercise  of  charity,  one  of  the  brightest  of  the  christian  virtues,  and 
which  this  case  would  have  been  so  eminently  calculated  to  call  into 
action.   '•  Charity  believeth  all  things,  and  is  kind."  O. 

Neiv  York,  April  \bth,  1845. 
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Principles  and  Practice  of  Dental  Surgert/. — It  is  creditable  to  tlie 
press  of  this  country,  to  brincr  out  a  hook  like  this — a  large  octavo,  of 
si\  hundred  pairea,  on  such  paper,  and  in  such  a  type  as  all  standard  works 
of  science  should  appear  in. 

This  second  edition  \:i  now  given,  of  a  treatise  presumed  to  be  familiar 
to  all  regularly  educated  dentists,  revised,  nioditied  and  greatly  enlarged, 
and  illustrated  by  sixty-nine  wood  engravings. 

Notwithstanding  the  existence  of  an  almost  standing  army  of  dentists, 
in  the  United  States,  increasing,  too,  at  a  rate  that  must  be  alarming  to 
themselves,  how  little  has  been  written  either  on  the  art  or  science  of  this 
very  imi)ortant  profession.  How  extraordinary  it  is,  too,  that  j)eople  of 
understiuiding,  who  appreciate  the  value  of  good  qualifications  in  other 
affairs  of  life,  submit,  with  all  imaginable  complacency,  to  be  operated 
upon  by  nil  sorts  of  dentnl  bunglers,  apparently  regardless  of  the  fact  that 
bad  work  is  always  the  dearest,  and  cheap  dentistry  amazingly  costly. 

The  author  of  this  beautiful  volume,  which  nmst  naturally  give  him  a  very 
prominent  place,  as  authority,  has  really  produced  something  that  will 
transmit  his  name,  with  honor,  to  coming  times.  Even  as  a  literary  per- 
turmance,  it  is  entitled  to  a  high  rank.  Dr.  Chapin  A.  Harris,  to  whom 
we  are  indebted  for  the  work,  is  Professor  of  Practical  Dentistry  and  Den- 
tal Pathology  in  the  Baltimore  College  of  Dental  Surgery  ;  and  he  has 
here  given  us  the  results  of  his  extensive  practice  and  observation. 

Part  I.  treats  of  the  anatomy  of  the  mouth  ;  organs  of  mastication  ; 
active  (Organs  of  mastication  ;  organs  of  salivation,  of  deglutition  ;  blood- 
vessels of  the  mouth  ;  nerves  of  the  mouth  ;  origin  and  formation  of  the 
teeth;  tirst  dentition;  irregularity  of  the  teeth;  peculiarities  in  their  for- 
mation and  (rrovvth;  osseous  union  of  them,  and  third  set.  Part  II.  Phy- 
sical characteristics  ;  physical  character  of  the  gums;  of  salivary  calcu- 
lus ;  of  tiie  iluids  of  fhe  mouth;  of  the  lips  and  tongue.  Part  HI.  em- 
braces diseases  of  the  teeth  ;  caries  ;  treatment  of  caries  ;  toothache  ; 
extraction  ;  atrophy  of  teeth  ;  necrosis;  spina  ventosa;  denuding  process  : 
spontaneous  abrasion  ;  fractures  of  the  teeth  by  mechanical  violence  ;  fun- 
gous growth  of  the  })iilp.  Part  IV.  Salivary  calculus  ;  diseases  of  the 
gums;  preternatural  i)ruricnt  growth  of  the  gums;  ulcerations;  tumors 
and  excrescences  of  the  gums  and  alveolar  processes  ;  alveolar  abscess; 
exfoliation,  &,c.  Part  V.  regards  diseases  of  the  maxillary  sinus  ;  inflam- 
mation of  the  lining  membrane;  abscess,  &.c.  Part  VI.  Mechanical  den- 
tistry, in  eight  instructive  chapters. 

ALmy  of  the  essays  which  have  appeared  in  times  past  on  dentistry,  in 
periodicals  and  elsewhere,  are  of  a  truly  elevated  order  ;  yet,  with 
some  exceptions,  they  were  heralds  of  an  individual,  through  the  in- 
strumentality of  which,  more  custom  and  more  coppers  were  expected. 
A  want  of  science,  and  not  of  mechanical  skill,  has  been  the  desideratum 
for  years.  Dr.  Harris,  with  a  judgment  as  ripe  as  his  views  in  pathoh^iry 
are  sound,  covers   the   whole  ground,  past  and  present,  and  thus  secures  a 
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distinction  for  our  cuunlj y,  while   liis    iindcrtakiii^   also  Cdnfers  an  honor 
upon  liinisoir. 

To  recommend  to  tlic  fraternity  to  whicli  the  author  helonfrs,  a  work  of 
sucli  importance,  i;(>(Mns  altogetlicr  needless,  sinc(;  it  would  savor  of  a 
want  of  aml)ition  to  keep  pace  even  with  tlic  meclianical  improvements 
of  the  dental  art,  to  he  without  the  latest  and  Iiest  authority  extant.  Lind- 
say and  niakiston,  IMiiladelpliin,  are  the  publishers.  To  be  liad  ijt  Ticknor 
&,  Co.'s,  JJoston. 


Ors^anir  Disrasrs  of  the  Utrrns, — Messrs.  Burgess  &  Strin^rpr,  New 
York,  arc  the  publisliers  of  the  Fothergillian  prize  essay,  for  which  a  gold 
medal  was  awarded  in  London,  in  184IJ.  The  author,  John  C.  W.  l>evcr, 
j\LD.,  is  a  sensible  writer,  who  pays  no  regard  to  the  tinsel  of  literature, 
but  confines  himself  strictly  to  his  subject.  Part  L  is  wholly  devoted  to 
iutlammation  of  the  organ  ;  Part  IL  to  its  specific  diseases;  and  Part  IIL 
the  malignant  maladies  to  which  it  is  incident.  As  a  whole,  it  is  a  plain, 
well-arranged,  judiciously  prepared  treatise,  which  no  medical  man  could 
read  without  feeling  that  he  had  been  instructed.  We  hope  that  the  pub- 
lishers may  be  successful  in  the  enterprise,  and  that  the  profession  will 
purchase  and  be  benefited  by  this  practical  work. 


Dr.  Wiltbank's  Valedictoi-y . — Formerly,  it  was  thought  quite  a  literary 
undertaking  to  commence  a  course  of  public  medical  instruction  by  an 
introductory  discourse.  Yet  it  is  just  as  necessary  to  commence  in  that 
manner,  as  to  give  an  index  or  preface  to  a  book  of  miscellaneous  articles. 
Both  students  and  instructers  are  strangers  to  each  other — and  by  sketch- 
ing out  to  those  who  are  to  occupy  the  same  seats  for  months  in  succes- 
sion, a  general  scheme  of  the  business  that  is  to  be  brought  before  them, 
they  are  really  assisted  in  systematizing  their  thoughts,  and  their  text-book 
pursuits.  There  is  a  happy  influence  exerted  over  the  same  minds  by  the 
parting  advice  of  one  for  whom  they  entertain  feelings  of  personal  respect, 
aside  from  the  official  relations  with  which  a  professor  is  clothed.  We 
are  therefore  gratified  w'itli  these  new  displays  of  kindness — for  such  tliey 
certainly  are — like  parental  cautions  in  regard  to  the  future.  One  of 
these  valedictories  of  the  season,  now  before  us,  by  Dr.  Wiltbank,  of  the 
Medical  Department  of  the  Pennsylvania  College,  is  not  inferior  to  any  of 
them.  By  the  request  of  the  graduates,  it  has  been  printed.  If  they  are 
habitually  governed  by  the  admonitions  of  the  author,  we  predict  for 
them  a  brilliant  professional  career,  and  a  well  spent  life. 

The  following,  from  its  pages,  is  excellent.  "  New  views  of  the  origin 
and  nature  of  disease  ;  new  theories,  ne\v  remedies  and  new  applications 
of  old  ones,  are  every  now  and  then  proposed  to  the  consideration  of  the 
profession  ;  and  no  matter  how  flattering  your  prospects  may  be,  you  can- 
not maintain  your  standing  unless  you  keep  yourselves  in  a  state  of  quali- 
fication for  your  duties.  The  numerous  journals  of  high  character  and 
standing  almost  daily  issuing  from  the  press,  will  afford  you  very  material 
assistance  in  this  respect.  They  serve  to  keep  up  an  accurate  and  faith- 
ful record  of  the  progress  of  our  science,  furnish  you  with  much  fresh 
intelligence  and  information,  otherwise  inaccessible,  and  direct  vour  at- 
tention to  such  new  books  as  are  wt)rthy  of  a  place  in  your  librarv.     Take, 
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then,  some  of  these,  but  alvviiys  lifive  some  standard  medical  hook  on  hand, 
read  it  carefully  and  systeinatically,  and  let  not  a  day  pass  without  some 
addition  to  your  previous  stock  of  medic  il  knovvledire." 


Voicf;  and  Vocal  Apparatus. — Messrs.  Ticknor  &l  Co.  Iiave  a  henuti- 
fully-printed  volume  passing  throuj/li  the  binder's  iiands,  that  embraces 
the  whole  subject  of  voice  and  the  mechanism  by  which  it  is  produced  ; 
the  injuries  to  wliich  it  is  exposed  ;  the  j)hilosophy  of  voice,  its  culture  and 
preservation.  In  short,  we  understand  that  it  is  desiirned  to  excel  what- 
ever has  preceded  it  in  this  particular  )>rovince.  The  plates  submitted  to 
our  examination,  are  fine  specimens  of  the  engraver's  art.  Messrs.  Murdock 
and  Russell,  eminent  teachers  of  elocution  in  Boston,  are  the  authors. 
Whenever  ready  for  the  public,  a  synopsis  of  the  contents,  with  a  short 
tinalysis  of  the  several  subjects,  will  be  given. 


Sniallpoz  ill  tlw  Aznrf<^. — By  a  letter  addressed  to  Professor  Webster, 
of  Cambridge,  intelligence  has  been  received  of  the  extensive  prevalence 
of  smallpox  the  past  winter  at  the  Azores.  The  disease  is  supposed  to 
have  been  introduced  there  by  a  Jew.  As  a  general  thinnr,  the  Portu- 
guese liave  been  exceediuLrly  negligent  of  vacccination,  and  hence,  when 
the  smallpox  once  got  a  foothold,  its  devastation  was  prodigiously  great. 
It  is  estimated  that  as  many  as  one  thousand  persons  have  alreadv  died 
with  it.  At  St.  Michaels,  death  swept  off  those  of  every  age,  and  plunged 
the  inhabitants  into  the  deepest  alHiction.  Through  the  agency  of  IJr. 
Webster,  vaccine  virus  was  sent  out,  and  it  is  presumed  that  the  pliysi- 
cians  must  have  already  circumscribed  the  awful  malady. 


Yillow  F,'Vfr. — The  U.  S.  ship  Vandalia,  under  the  command  of  J.  S. 
Chauncey,  Esq.,  lias  just  arrived  at  Norfolk  from  Port  au  Prince,  with  the 
yellow  fever  on  board.  Lieut.  George  Mason  Hooe,  J.  M.  Lock  hart,  Pur- 
t^er  Moore,  Assistant  Surgeon  Channing,  the  carpenter,  sailmaker,  and 
sixteen  of  the  crew,  died  on  the  passage.  Fifty  of  the  crew  are  now  down 
with  the  fever.  The  Vandalia  was  under  orders  for  Pensacola,  but  owincr 
to  the  alarming  sickness  on  board,  a  council  of  war  was  held,  and  it  was 
decided  to  run  her  into  Norfolk,  where  she  arrived  as  above  stated. 


Siufrular  Case  of  lirokrn  Arm. — The  following  curious  case  of  assault 
and  battery,  before  the  Circuit  Court  of  New  York,  in  which  the  damages 
were  laid  at  $5,000,  is  copied  from  a  New  York  paper  of  last  Aveek  : — 
**  On  New  Year's  evening,  184:5,  there  was  a  party  of  ladies  and  gentlemen 
at  the  house  of  Mrs.  Leland,  No.  48  Beekman  street,  at  which  Dr.  Hatha- 
way (plaintiff),  and  Mr.  Graves  (defendant)  a  merchant  of  this  city,  were 
present.  Dancing  commenced,  one  of  the  ladies  playing  the  piano.  Dr. 
II.  had  his  partner  and  another  lady  each  by  the  hand,  his  arms  being  ex- 
tended, when  suddenly  his  arms  fell  by  his  side,  and  he  complained  of  be- 
ing hurt  It  was  subsequently  ascertained  tliat  one  of  his  arms  was  broken 
between  the  shoulder  and  the  elbow-,  and  he  charges  Mr.  Graves  with  hav- 
ing struck  him  with   the  edge   of  his  (G.'s)   hand,  who  exclaimed  to  him 
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tliat  he  had  (riven  his  |)arln('r  th(>  wroncf^nnd.  A  frontlfMii.in  named  I-'riiik, 
wlio  was  i)resent,  lrstitie<l  tlint  lie  saw  Mr.  (i.  so  strike  the  plaintill";  wliile 
tlie  two  ladies,  on  tlie  contrary,  testified  tliat  Dr.  fl.  liad  jrone  wronjr  in  the 
dance  (the  I5olan<rer),  and  they  each  liad  liold  of  liis  liand  tryinir  to  set 
him  riirlif,  and  liis  arms  tell,  and  that  Mr.  (iraves,  at  the  time,  was  at  the 
other  v\u\  of  the  room.  TluTe  was  no  pretence  of  ill  will  between  the 
j)arties.      Sealed  verdict  this  forenoon." 


Dr.  Barton's  Operation  for  the  Anchylosis  of  the  Knee-joint. — This 
operation — consist  inof  in  the  removal  of  a  wedfje-shaped  portion  of  bone — 
has  been  recently  j)erft)rmed  by  Dr.  G.  Bnck  on  a  patient  in  the  New 
York  Hospital.  Tlie  anchylosis  resulted  from  a  wound  with  an  axe  seven 
years  j)revionsly.  The  lea  was  united  to  the  thigh  at  a  right  angle. — 
American  Journal  of  Medical  Sciences. 


Medical  Miseellan//. — Dr.  C.  C.  Haddock  has  resigned  the  office  of 
postmaster  of  Buffalo,  N.  Y.  Dr.  James  B.  Abbott  has  also  resigned  at 
Sandbornton,  N.  H. — One  hundred  and  sixty-four  degrees  of  Doctor  of 
Medicine  were  recently  conferred  in  the  University  of  Penn. — On  Satur- 
day, March  Gth,  Dr.  Bates,  of  Norridgewalk,  Me.,  removed  the  whole  right 
upper  jaw  from  a  patient,  with  the  assistance  of  medical  friends. — The  Loui.«a 
Chronicle  states  that  a  mule  dropped  down  dead,  in  consequence  of  being 
suddenly  frightened  by  the  siijht  of  an  elephant. — Dr.  E.  Emmons  and  Dr. 
A.  J.  Prime  have  commenced  their  proposed  American  Quarterly  Journal 
of  Agriculture  and  Science. — The  association  of  American  Geologists  and 
Naturalists,  will  hold  their  sixth  annual  meeting  at  New  Haven,  Conn.,  on 
Wednesday,  the  last  day  of  April. — Dr.  Charles  T.  Jackson,  of  extensive  sci- 
entific eminence,  who  resides  in  Boston,  proposes  opening  a  school  for  the 
study  of  elementary  and  analytical  chemistry. — The  Kentucky  giantess, 
Miss  Browning,  now  28  years  old,  is  7  feet  tall  and  weighs  300  pounds. — 
A  young  man  was  lately  killed  in  Goshen,  N.  Y.,  say  the  papers,  by  an 
overdose  of  lobelia,  administered  by  a  medical  pretender. — Dr.  R.  H. 
Bridgham  has  received  the  appointment  of  collector  of  Castine  district, 
Me. — Dr.  Peter  Parker,  the  successful  American  surgeon,  who  has  been 
many  years  a  resident  in  China,  has  been  nominated  by  the  President, 
Secretary  of  Legation  in  the  celestial  empire. — Copland's  Medical  Dic- 
tioFiary  is  progressing  by  the  Harpers  in  New  York.  The  volume  of  it 
for  the  Massachusetts  Medical  Society,  we  are  requested  to  say,  will  Le 
iTcady  in  May. 

Marrif.p,— At  Manchester,  Ct.,  Dr.  C.  W.  Jaques  to  Miss  A.  O.  Biickland. 

DiKP, — At  Richmond,  Virj;.,  Henry  Myers,  M.D.,  39. —  In  Carver,  Mass.,  Dr. 
Neheniiah  C.  Haniniond,  in  the  25th  year  of  his  age. — In  Cincinnati,  Robert 
Moorehead,  M.D.,  aged  51  vcars  and  3  months. 


Number  of  dftJithn  in  Boaton.for  the  weekeiurninr  April,  19,41— Mules,  19  ;  Females,  22.     Stillborn,  5. 

Of  coii.suiiij)lii)ii,  9  — scHflet  fever,  5— iiifaiitile,  6— iiiflHiiiinalioii  on  Hie  hiHin,  1 — croup,  i — old  ace,. 
4 — «U(J(ien,  1  — iiillfiintimtiriii  ol  Uie  lungs,  1  — tcetliiiij;,  1  —  liini;  lever,  1 — ciiiUI-bcd,  3 — drop.sy  on  ihe 
brain,  2— di.scHse  of  the  liuurt,  1 — tioopiug  cou}{li,  2— mHrasinus,  ! — dropsy,  2. 

Uiidur  5  yeari,  13— between  -3  and  2i)  years,  0— between  ii)  and  60  yearb,  lu— over  60  \ears,  7. 
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Tribute  of  Rrspect  to  the  late  Dr.  SvwnU. — At  a  meetiriij  of  the  Medi- 
cal Society  of  the  District  of  Cohiriihia,  hehl  April  II,  at  the  Medical  Col- 
le£re,  Dr.  N.  P.  Causin  in  the  chair,  Dr.  Win.  P.  Johnston  offered  the  follow- 
iricr  resolutions,  which  were  unanimously  adopted  ;  and  the  otferin^  of 
which  he  prefaced  with  the  followinjr  reniarks  : 

Mr.  PiiKsiDKNT, — I  rise,  sir,  to  announce  to  the  Medical  Society  the 
death  of  one  of  its  oldest  and  most  active  members,  Dr.  Thomas  Sewall. 
who  expired  on  the  night  of  the  9th  instant,  after  a  paiiiful  and  protracted 
illness  of  three  weeks. 

When  I  assert,  sir,  that  death  lias  taken  from  amon^r  us  one  of  the 
brightest  ornaments  of  our  profession,  I  am  sure  that  I  do  but  give  utter- 
ance to  a  sentiment  that  will   be  cheerfully  assented  to  by  all  now  present. 

To  talents  peculiarly  fitting  him  for  the  science  to  which  he  devoted 
his  life,  Dr.- Sewall  added  a  fondness  for  research,  a  habit  of  close  obser- 
vation, and  a  zeal  and  energy  that  knew  no  bounds.  After  a  long  series 
of  years  passed  in  the  successful  practice  of  medicine,  he  had  reached 
that  enviable  positit)n  which,  had  he  lived,  would  have  rendered  his  ser- 
vices still  more  valuable  in  the  capacity  of  consulting  physician  in  diffi- 
cult and  obscure  cases  of  disease. 

With  professional  acquirements  of  no  ordinary  character.  Dr.  Sewall 
united,  also,  those  amiable  qualities  of  the  heart  and  a  kind  and  soothing 
manner  which  rendered  him  always  a  welcome  friend  at  the  bed-side.  I 
need  not  speak  of  the  regrets  that  we  hear  everywhere  expressed  for  the 
loss  of  this  most  estimable  man  ;  the  medical  profession  of  our  city  gene- 
rally, students  of  medicine,  citizens  in  every  walk  of  life,  the  rich,  the 
poor,  participate  in  the  sorrow  of  his  personal  friends  and  relatives. 

As  a  just  tribute  of  respect  to  professional  skill.  Christian  piety,  and 
moral  worth,  I  beg  leave  to  offer  the  following  resolutions: 

Resolved,  That  in  the  decease  of  Dr.  Thomas  Sewall  the  medical  pro- 
fession of  our  city  has  lost  one  of  its  most  zealous  and  distinguished  mem- 
bers, and  society  an  exemplary  Christian  and  philanthropist. 

Resolved,  That  we  deeply  lament  this  sad  dispensation  of  Providence, 
and,  as  a  mark  of  respect  for  the  memory  of  the  deceased,  we  do  wear 
the  usual  badge  of  mourning  for  the  space  of  thirty  days,  and  that  we  now 
adjourn  to  attend  his  funeral  in  a  body. 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  the  above  resolutions  be  transmitted  to  the 
family  of  our  departed  friend,  and  to  each  of  the  papers  of  our  city  for 
publication. 

Piihlic  Health. — Disease  is  a  very  costly  thing,  both  to  individuals  and 
the  public  ;  and  funerals  are  just  as  bad  economy  as  any  other  item  of  un- 
necessary expenditure.  Health  and  strength  are  a  nation's  best  posses- 
sions in  peace,  and  her  surest  defence  in  war.  In  both,  the  power  of 
making  great,  rapid,  and  continuous  efforts  is  at  least  as  important  as  the 
possession  of  ingenious  machinery  and  powerful  artillery  ;  and  the  time, 
perhaps,  is  not  far  distant  when  the  cost  of  provisions  and  mechanical 
skill  and  dexterity  shall  be  so  nearly  equalized,  that  superiority  shall 
mainly  turn  on  the  strength  and  power  of  endurance  of  the  mechanic  and 
the  soldier  ;  and  that  nation  which  has  best  husbanded  its  living  resources 
shall  be  most  prosperous  in  peace,  and  most  certainly  successful  in  war. — 
British  and  Foreign  Med.  Review. 
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This  subject  is   pregnant  with  facts.     I  have  said  that  the  Fivih;1i  have 
used  large  doses  of  (juiiiine.     Have  they  continued  to  use  them  ?     The 

fractice  is  growing  into  disrepute  among  them,  as  I  will  presently  show, 
have  seen  it  used  by  surgeons,  in  large  doses,  with  iinpiinily  ;  but  I  did 
not  discover  that  diey  were  more  succe.ssful  in  the  cure  of  periodical  diseases 
than  I  have  been,  with  smaller  doses.  I  have  never  witnessed  bad  ef- 
fects from  the  doses  wdiich  I  have  employed,  which  are  often  not  a})ove  one 
grain  each,  and  rarely  exceeding  three  grains.  Can  the  same  be  said  of 
very  large  doses  ?  I  have  heard  of  many  instances,  in  private  practice, 
where  tinnitus  aurium,  cephalalgia,  loss  of  vision,  and  other  affections, 
have  followed  its  use.  I  received  the  thanks  of  a  highly  respectable  cor- 
responding member,  from  a  distance,  for  having  thrown  out  the  caution, 
which  I  felt  it  a  religious  duty  to  do,  on  the  day  that  the  paper  on  large 
doses  of  quinine  was  read  to  the  Institute.  He  was  himself  suffering 
from  the  use  of  quinine.  Even  the  cases  reported,  in  that  paper,  show 
that  there  were  affections  of  the  head,  tinnitus  aurium,  and  in  some  cases 
blindness,  after  the  use  of  these  large  doses.  It  is  true  that  the  author 
intimated  that  they  might  not  have  been  caused  by  the  use  of  that  active 
remedy.  But,  by  those  who  know  the  properties  of  the  medicine,  and 
have  witnessed  its  most  marked  effects,  it  will  be  admitted  that  cause  and 
effect  were  never  more  closely  connected.  In  my  mind,  there  is  not  a 
shadow  of  doubt  that  all  these  afiections  were  occasioned  by  the  use,  or 
abuse,  rather,  of  quinine.     What  are  the  effects  of  quinine  ? 

M.  Trousseau  (now  professor  of  Materia  Medica  in  the  Medical 
School  of  Paris),  in  a  work  entitled  "  A  Treatise  on  Therapeutics  and 
Materia  Medica,"  says,  in  Vol.  II.,  page  217:  "We  saw,  at  the  Hos- 
pital of  Tours,  a  young  nun  (une  jcxinc  religeuse)  remain  insane^  (fi^^^) 
during  one  day,  in  consequence  of  having  taken,  at  one  time,  24  grains 
of  sulph.  quinine.  One  day,  by  our  advice,  a  tailor  of  the  2d  Reg't  of 
Carbineers,  took,  at  one  time,  48  grains  of  sulph.  of  (juinine,  for  the  relief 
of  asthma,  which  returned  every  day  at  a  fixed  hour.  Four  hours  after 
taking  the  medicine,  he  experienced  noise  in  the  ears,  dulness  of  the 
senses  (ctourdissement),  vertigo  and  horrible  vomiting.  We  saw  him 
seven  hours  after  the  administration  of  the  quinine  ;  he  wns  blind  and 
13 
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deaf,  his  mind  wandered,  and  he  could  not  wulk,  "^o  'aeai  was  ihr  vt^rtif'o 
he  experienced  ;  at  each  moment  lie  vomited  floods  (jlots)  ol  hile  ;  in  a 
word,  he  was  under  the  influence  of  quinine  intoxication.  These  accidents, 
for  which  we  did  not  prescribe  any  active  medicine,  yielded  spontaneously 
in  the  course  of  the  night.  When,  instead  of  i^iving  a  dose  as  lar^e  as 
that  which  had  heen  taken  by  tills  patient,  we  ^ive  a  smaller  one  of  15, 
'20  and  25  grains  in  the  day,  we  do  not  avoid  all  the  accidents  :  a  dul- 
ness  of  hearing  was  the  one  especially  of  which  the  greater  part  of  the 
patients  complained  ;  it  seems  to  them  that  they  hear  at  a  distance,"  &:c. 

At  page  218,  he  says:  •' Daily  observation,  says  Hrittoneau,  proves 
that  bark,  given  in  large  doses,  produces,  in  many  persons,  a  very  well- 
marked  febrile  movement."  *  *  *  *  "  Alost  frecjuently  tinnitus 
aurium,  deafness  and  a  kind  of  drunkenness  precede  the  invasion  of  this 
fever."  "Sulphate  of  quinine  often  produces  diarrhcjea.  Applied  locally, 
by  the  endermic  method,  it  irritates,  produces  considerable  local  pain,  and 
there  are  manifested  undoubted  signs  of  intlammation,"*  &ic.  8cc. 

At  the  opening  of  the  Faculty  of  iMedicine  of  Paris  on  the  15th  Dec, 
1842,  a  letter  was  received  from  Dr.  Rognetta,  an  Italian  oculist  in 
Paris,  claiming  the  priority  in  the  use  of  quinine  in  acute  rheumatism,  for 
Rasori.  He  says :  "  In  a  series  of  experiments  lately  introduced  by 
Dr.  Giacomini,  he  found  that  the  solution  of  the  sulphate  of  quinine,  ad- 
ministered in  large  doses,  determined  a  general  hyposthenic  intoxication, 
which  was  only  dissipated  by  the  use  of  mercury,  opium,  canella,"  &lc.  Dr. 
Rognetta  thinks,  with  the  Italian  physicians,  "  that  the  limits  of  tolerance 
should  not  be  exceeded,  and  that  beyond  this,  a  species  of  poisoning  may 
be  induced,  known  by  deafness,  blindness,  hallucinations,  haematuria,"  &;c. 

The  same  letter,  addressed  to  the  Editor  of  the  Examiner,  says,  "  five 
accidents  have  lately  resulted  from  this  practice,  of  which  two  have  ter- 
minated fatally.  Two  of  these  occurred  at  the  hospital  Cochin,  and  one 
at  La  Charlte.  One  patient  died  immediately  after  swallowing  a  single  dose 
of  seventy-six  and  a  half  grains  of  the  salt.  At  the  Plospltal  Cochin,  a  wo- 
man laboring  under  chronic  rheumatism,  or  a  disease  so  called,  succumbed 
soon  after  the  administration  of  a  large  dose  of  the  quinine.  A  young 
girl,  after  the  use  of  the  same  medicine,  became  affected  widi  amaurosis, 
which  has  already  existed  for  three  weeks,  In  spite  of  the  most  apjjroprlate 
and  energetic  treatment.  The  patient  at  T^a  Chaiite  experienced,  at 
fii-st,  pain  in  the  head,  then  tinnitus  and  general  agitation,  and  finally  vio- 
lent delirium  terminating  in  coma.  From  this  condition  he  recovered  only 
by  the  employment  of  the  most  active  and  violent  remedies,  and  after  all 
hope  of  safety  had  been  abandoned.  Except  some  grave  complication 
occurs  with  its  ordinary  termination,  acute  rheumatism,  we  all  know,  is 
rarely  fatal.  When  death  occurs,  it  is  from  a  phlegmasia  of  serous  or 
fibro-serous  tissue,  and  more  particularly  those  of  the  heart.  How,  then, 
does  it  happen,  that  just  at  the  moment  these  huge  doses  of  sulphate  of 
quinine   become  fashionable,  acute  rheumatism  should  become  so  fatal  a 

*  For  this  French  anlhorily  and  some  others,  I  am  indebted  to  my  friend  Dr.  Johnston,  whose  ni- 
eniifio  Hitainiiients,  prolessional  ardor  «nd  punctuality,  have  l>een  highly  serviceable  to  the  Medi- 
cal Department  of  tlrie  National  Institute. 
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dist'a^c  ?  Is  It  a  sinii^nlar  luid  lii('xplical)l(?  co'mcidciu'.c.  r  What  are  llio 
sviiintoius  which  prcrcdc  death  in  those  casrs  ?  The  iniiiil  oni'S  which 
iollow  the  cxhihiiioii  ol"  ()\('r-d()ses  of  this  medicine,  and  none  other. 
is  not  a  diMuuid  for  rmnre  oh^ervations  a.  demand  lor  hcsh  \iclinis?  Are 
there  not  simpler  and  surer  means  of  discoveiinii;  the  cause  ol  this  cxtra- 
orchnary  mortalily  r  Should  not  humanily  and  n-ason  diclale  that  we 
siiould  suspend  ihis  new  trealmeni.  and  dien  see  if  mortahty  |)(!rsists,"  &tc. 

In  a  discussion  which  followed  tlie  reading  of  a  paper  on  (juinine, 
M.  Piorry  staled,  "  that  in  tvnhus  fever,  with  oMiiioii/cmenl  of  the 
spleen,  lu^  had  se.Mi  cjuinine  prove  servieeahle,  which  had  not  heen  the 
case  when  the  feviM'  was  uiiaccompanicul  hy  splenic  h?sion."  "  M. 
Martin  Solon,  who  had  (Miiployed  the  remedy  undiM- the  peisonal  inspec- 
tion of  Si'4.  J3roqua  at  the  Hos|)ital  Beaujon,  admitted  that  in  cases  in 
which  th(>  fever  assumed  a  remittent  type,  (juinine  was  useful,  hut  tliat  re- 
mittent typhn>  was  rare — at  least  in  Paris.  Of  five  severe  cases  of  ty- 
phus lever  in  which  (juinine  had  been  <j;iven,  death  had  resulted  in  three 
instances  ;  and  in  the  twootho's  recovery  had  only  taken  place  after  a  con- 
siderable lapse  of  time,  and  without  any  evidence  to  show  that  the  sulphate 
of  (|uinine  had  been  the  means  of  hastening];  it"  (the  recovery).  "  In  the 
posf-niortem  examinations  of  the  subjects  who  died  (says  M.  IMartin  Solon), 
I  failed  to  detect  any  particular  altt^ration  that  1  could  fairly  attribut*.'  to 
the  large  doses  of  the  sulphate  ;  it  had  passed  in  a  manner  imperceptibly 
through  the  stomach  and  intestines.  A  symptom  which  I  discovered  in 
those  who  recovered  from  the  disease,  was  a  remarkable  depression  of 
the  circulation.  In  short,  I  consider  the  advantages  attributed  to  the  sul- 
phate (quinine)  more  than  doubtful.  Much  doubt  was  afterwards  expressed 
by  several  members  of  the  Academy  as  to  the  innocuity  of  large  doses  of 
quinine  or  its  sulphate  ;  but  finally  the  terms  of  the  report  were  adopted, 
and  the  memoir  was  shelved  by  a  majority  of  voices."  (See  London 
Lancet,  Feb.  25th,  1843.) 

In  the  French  Academy  of  Medicine.  ''M.  Guenneau  de  Mussy  read 
a  report  on  the  diflerent  papers  which  had  been  forwarded  to  the  Acade- 
my, on  the  treatment  of  acute  rheumatism  by  sulphate  of  quinine  in  high 
doses.  After  a  careful  consideration  of  all  the  points  connected  witb  this 
disputed  question,  the  committee  conclude  that  the  sulphate  of  quinine 
should  not  be  prescribed  in  the  high  doses  of  four  to  six  scruples,  recom- 
mended by  M.  Briquet ;  and,  2ndly,  that  the  same  therapeutic  effects  may 
be  obtained  by  the  ordinary  doses  of  the  remedy." 

In  the  Provincial  Medical  .Journal,  Dec.  23,  1813.  the  following  case 
is  related  by  John  M.  Deere,  M.D.  •'•  In  Nov.,  1841,  a  young  lady,  aged 
18,  of  a  delicate  constitution  and  nervous  temperament,  was  under  the 
treatment  of  a  medical  friend  of  mine  for  severe  hysterical  symjjtonis. 
Almost  every  evening  she  had  repeated  fits — epileptic  in  appearance,  al- 
though decidedly  hysterical  in  character.  The  remedy  administered  was 
quinine  with  sulphuric  acid  ;  she  began  wiili  six  grains  per  diem,  which 
was  soon  increased  to  ten.  and  afterwards  to  twenty.  When  she  had 
been  taking  the  medicine  for  about  a  fortnight,  she  received  a  six-ounce 
botde  containing  six  drachms  of  quinine  in  solution,  w^ith  an  ounce   and 
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a  half  of  tllUite  sulphuric  acid,  of  wliicli  siiu  was  directed  to  take  one 
teasoooulul  at  a  dose,  in  a  winc'^dassful  of  water.  I\ot  re«,'ardii)i;  the  di- 
reclious,  however,  ^hc  poured  out  a  wiuetrlassful — idjout  one  third  of  the 
l^yttlt^ — and  swallowed  it.  Her  tirst  impression  was  one  of  extreme 
acidity  ot*  tlie  niou'Ji  and  a  most  disagreeahle  sensation  ahout  the  teeth. 
Tiiis  was  followed  hy  nausea  and  extreme  i^^iddiness,  and  tendency  to 
stupor.  Her  friends,  helievin^^  that  she  had  taken  a  narcotic  poison,  in- 
sisted on  making  her  walk  up  and  down,  after  the  manner  generally  re- 
commended for  narcotic  poisoninu^.  After  this  had  heen  kept  up  for 
some  time,  the  stupor  ahated  and  she  passed  into  a  state  of  semi-conscious- 
ness, with  the  feelinLi;  as  if  she  was  ohliijed  to  keep  movini(.  She  was  in- 
tensely thirsty,  and  drank  a  great  deal  of  water.  But  all  the  bad  symp- 
toms gradually  subsided  without  medical  aid,  and  did  not  return  for  a  very 
long  time  afterwards." 

In  the  '•  American  Journal  of  Medical  Sciences"  for  January,  1844, 
it  is  stated  that  "  dogs,  poisoned  with  sul[)hate  of  quinine,  showed  dis- 
tinct fluidity  of  the  blood  and  morbid  engorgement  of  the  parenchyma 
of  the  lungs.  M.  Metier  cautions  against  administering  the  large  doses 
of  (juiuine  that  have  been  in  use." 

In  the  April  No.  of  the  same  Journal,  page  49S,  we  have  the  fol- 
lowing case  :  "'  M.  Recamier  ordered  for  a  man  ^6  years  of  age,  ad- 
mitted into  the  Hotel  Dieu,  '^Tth  Nov.,  1812,  laboring  under  acute  rheu- 
matism, 48  grains  of  sulph.  of  quinine  in  12  j)owders,  to  be  taken  every 
hour.  The  next  day  72  grains  were  ordered,  six  to  be  taken  every 
hour;  but  after  the  eighth  dose,  the  patient  was  suddenly  seized  widi 
a  violent  agitation,  followed  by  furious  delirium,  and  died  in  a  few 
hours.  On  examination,  evidences  of  severe  inflammation  of  the  cerebral 
membrane  were  discovered." 

Since  I  commenced  the  investigation  of  this  subject,  I  have  found  so 
many  authorities  opposed  to  the  administration  of  large  doses  of  quinine, 
that  I  should  fill  a  volume,  if  I  detailed  diem  all  at  lengdi.  I  have  given 
fair  specimens  of  them,  without  suppressing  anything,  in  the  cases  cited, 
that  would  seem  to  fav^or  it. 

Am  I  not  justified,  then,  in  repeating  that  the  affections  acknowledged 
to  have  occurred  in  the  cases  reported,  by  the  army  surgeons,  were  pro- 
duced by  the  medicine  and  not  by  the  original  disease  ?  But,  even  if 
there  were  doubts  whether  these  affections  were  occasioned  by  the  reme- 
dy, theie  should  be  great  caution  in  using  it  :  '\festina  lente.^''  Sufficient 
time  has  not  yet  elapsed  to  test,  fully,  the  impunity  with  which  the  prac- 
tice may  be  employed.  If  the  hydrophobic  virus  will  remain  dormant 
many  wiu^ks  and  even  months  after  the  infliction  of  a  wound  by  a  rabid 
animal  ;  if  medicines  wdiich  seem  to  exert  a  beneficial  influence,  at  first, 
will  sometimes  produce  baneful  effects  many  months  and  years  after  their 
administration,  is  there  not  reason  to  apprehend  that  vertigo,  tinnitus  au- 
rium,  and  even  blindness,  are  not  the  w^orst  effects  that  may  result  from 
the  practice  ? 

The  nitrate  of  silver  (lunar  caustic)  has  been  much  in  vogue,  in  the 
treatment  of  epilepsy  and  some  other  diseases ;  when  properly  employed. 
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it  mav  be  hl^lilv  Uoncfirial,  when  its  use  Is  indiiialcd,  l)iil  ils  uljuse  may 
be  attended  with  li()rril)l(!  conscciiieiices.  I  knew  u  person  wlio  was  sub- 
ject to  occasional  allacks  of  epilepsy,  for  w  horn  moderate  doses  (jf  ibis 
powerful  remedy  were  preserib(;d  by  a  country  physician,  lie  thout^bt 
that  the,  attacks  were  dimiiiislKHJ  in  frecjuency  and  intensity  by  the  reme- 
dy, and  abid»'(l  by  tlie  prescriptions  of  bis  physician  for  some  weeks. 
J^ul,  at  tlie  expiration  of  that  lime,  he  detennined  U)  ))us!i  lli<'  remedy, 
upon  the  mistaken  Iiypolhesis  that,  "if  a  littl(i  will  do  ^^ood,  a  fiood  deal 
will  do  better."  He  j)urchased  an  ounce  of  the  nitrat(j  of  silver,  and 
increased  the  dose  from  1-32  to  1-16  of  a  ejrain,  to  ^^rains  of  the  medi- 
cine. What  were  the  consequences?  When  lie,  and  his  friends  be- 
lieved that  such  doses  mii;ht  be  used  with  impunity,  he  bc^an  to  change 
color,  and  notwithstanding  the  discontinuance  of  the  medicine,  he  ^vcw 
darker  and  darker,  till  he  became  the  most  hideous  spectacle  I  ever  be- 
held— an  African  in  color,  w  ith  the  hair  and  features  of  the  European  ; 
a  human  l)einL!;  in  form,  but  a  brute  in  habits,  havini^  become  idiotic.  He 
lingered  out  a  miserable  existence  for  two  or  three  years,  then  died,  with- 
out any  improvement  of  complexion  or  of  mind.  I  knew  this  man  v/ell. 
his  fiimily,  and  his  physician,  and  the  interest  which  I  took  in  his  case 
caused  me  to  visit  him  frequently ;  I  therefore  speak  knowingly  in  rela- 
tion to  it. 

Arsenic  itself  is  a  most  valuable  remedy,  and  1  have  em|)loyed  it  in 
many  cases  with  great  advantage  ;  but  the  abuse  of  it  may,  after  a  lapse 
of  time,  produce  pernicious  effects. 

The  i\Iateria  Medica  does  not  boast  a  more  valuable  and  indispensable 
article  than  the  acetate  of  lead — sugar  of  lead  ;  to  it  we  are  indebted, 
under  Providence,  for  the  prolongation  of  many  lives.  But  for  it,  how 
many  fathers,  mothers  and  children  w^ould  havci  been  victims  of  haemop- 
tysis, baematemesis,  hgematuria,  hemorrbagia  uterina,  &ic. !  Witb  the  pm- 
dent  and  judicious  practitioner  it  has,  almost  always,  produced  good  ef- 
fects, without  any  unflivorable  sequela?  ;  but  in  the  hands  of  the  empiric 
or  the  rash  sons  of  science,  the  most  deplorable  consequences  have  en- 
sued. During  the  last  war,  dysenteries  and  diarrhceas  were  very  prevalent 
amonfi^st  the  soldiers  on  the  Canada  frontier.  In  many  cases  of  dysente- 
ria  cruenta,  the  acetate  of  lead  was  found  a  most  efilcient  remedy  ni 
the  hands  of  the  prudent  surgeon.  But  a  surgeon  of  considerable  stand- 
ing, w  ho  had  written  a  book  on  army  practice,  took  up  the  notion  that  the 
acetate  of  lead  was  the  only  remedy  necessary  in  these  intestinal  aflec- 
tions.  He  carried  his  pockets  full  of  the  pills,  containing  several  grains, 
which  he  administered  without  stint  to  all  w  ho  sought  his  advice.  How 
many  poor  soldiei*s  were  the  victims  of  this  abuse  of  an  invaluable  remedy, 
we  have  no  means  of  computing  :  being  the  patients  of  this  eminent  sur- 
geon (as  he  was  considered  in  bis  regiment),  and  the  oiiicers  of  the  line 
having  no  knowledge  of  the  eftects  of  such  a  remedy,  it  was  easy  to  re- 
port their  deaths  as  occurring  from  the  effects  of  the  climate  or  from  any 
disease  which  he  might  think  proper  to  call  it.  But  after  a  persistence  of 
many  months  in  this  most  fatal  practice,  two  of  our  most  valuable  oHicers, 
Col.  J.  and  Maj.  B,,  became  dangerously  affected  with  the  horrible  effects 
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which  K'ad  in  excessive  doses,  or  when  loni^  continued,  is  known  to  exert : 
intt'stinal  pains,  cuprous  ulcers,  partial  paralysis,  &:c.,  presented  ilieni- 
selves.  Other  medic-al  attendants  were,  iil  length,  called  in,  and  the  his- 
tory of  their  eases  eli  iiv-d  iIil'  tact  that  they  were  dying  from  the  elFects 
of  su^ar  of  lead  administered  hy  this  popular  sur<^eon.  They  died  most 
horrihle  deaths,  and  the  army  and  country  were  shrouded  in  niourniu'^  for 
the  loss  of  these  most  chivalrous  oflicer^.  Thouj^li  no  distinctive  iiunk 
of  death  was  recorded  of  the  poor  soldier,  such  professional  murder  of 
officers  of  i^rade  could  not  pass  unnoticed  :  a  court  of  iiHjuiry  was  order- 
ed, and  this  dashini^  surgeon,  whose  popularity  had  been  acquired  not 
more  by  his  own  fine  apj)earance  and  address,  than  by  the  bi^auty  and  fas- 
cination of  his  spouse,  was  found  guilty  of  mal-practice  in  medicine. 
Cx^sar,  Bonaparte  and  other  despotic  offic(n's  w  ould  probably  have  had  him 
stricken  from  the  roll  of  the  army  (if  not  more  severely  punished),  without 
the  formality  of  a  court  martial.  Hut  our  officers,  more  humane,  believing 
that  he  had  been  made  sensible  of  his  error,  and  that  it  had  proceeded  from  a 
laudidjle,  professional  ardor,  recommended  him,  1  think,  to  mercy.  1  was 
with  the  army,  at  the  tinie,  and  cognizant  of  all  the  facts  ;  if  they  be 
doubted,  1  think  that  Gen.  Scott,  Gen.  Brooke,  Gen.  Tovvson,  and  many 
others,  now  in  service,  will  sustain  them.  Dr.  VVheaton,  Surgeon  U.  S.  A. 
now  at  West  Point,  is  familiar  with  all  the  circumstances  of  this  case, 
and  will,  1  doubt  not,  be  able  to  give  much  fuller  information  than  1  have 
here  detailed.  He,  and,  I  venture  to  say,  all  the  members  of  the  profes- 
sion, who  have  attended  closely  to  the  effects  of  these  potent  remedies, 
will  sustain  me  in  the  opinion  that  they  should  never  be  continued  for  a 
length  of  time  ;  if  they  are  to  do  good,  their  beneficial  influence  is  exert- 
ed at  once,  and  their  longer  continuance  is  not  only  useless,  but  may  be 
dangerous.     [See  Note,  on  next  page.] 

The  surgeon,  whose  rashness  I  have  been  constrained  to  condemn,  in  such 
uiKjualified  terms,  and  his  beautiful,  captivating  wife,  have,  I  believe,  long 
since  mingled  with  their  mother  earth  ;  they  have  not,  I  believe,  left  any 
family  behind,  but  if  thev  have,  1  trust  1  shall  be  excused  for  opening 
these  old  wounds,  which  1  should  have  avoided,  had  1  not  thought  it  ne- 
cessary for  the  support  of  truth  and  for  averting  heavier  calamities  from 
the  risinir  ireneration. 

We  have  heard  of  the  "  Currus  Triumphalis  Medicinae :"  if  the 
opinions  of  some,  with  regard  to  the  extraordinary  virtues  of  this  panacea, 
be  correct  ;  if,  as  is  intimated,  it  be  at  once  a  tonic,  a  stimulant  and  a 
sedative,  the  labors  of  botanists,  pharmacologists  and  pharmacopolists  have 
been  in  vain  ;  the  martyrs  to  experiments  in  medicine,  chemistry,  &;c., 
have  died  in  vain  ;  all  other  medicine  may  well  '^  be  thrown  to  the 
dogs  ;"  and  with  a  vial  of  quinine  in  his  pocket,  the  medical  Pha3ton 
may  drive  his  triumphal  car,  through  infinite  space,  the  gaze  and  admira- 
tion of  terrestrials.  But  let  him  beware  lest  he  be  hurled,  Phcethon-like, 
from  his  towering  altitude.  I  have  endeavored  to  perform  the  humble  office 
of  the  parental  Helios.  If  my  warning  be  vain,  1  feel  that  I  have  dis- 
charged a  duty  by  attempting  to  avert  so  melancholy  a  fate  from  my  as- 
piring medical  bredu'en,  and  consequences  equally  lamentable  from  the 
community. 
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NoTK. — Since  iIk-  r()i('u;()in<jj  was  written,  1  have  Jiddrcissc'd  a  letter  to 
Dr.  \Vhealon,  and  liaNc  his  reply,  part  of  which  I  will  read. 

V/rst  rnint.Mdi/  I,  1R14. 

My  Dkaii  DocroK, —  Ahhoui^h  on  the  eve  of  leaving;  heir  lo  visit  my 
fiUher,  at  your  special  lecjuesl  1  at  onc(3  reply  to  your  letter  ihis  day  re- 
ceived. In  relation  to  the  use  of  large  doses  of  quinine,  I  some  time 
since  stated  to  the  Suri;(M)n  General  ofTicially,  that  in  this  section  of  tlie 
country,  and  even  further  north,  1  havc^  never  found  it  necessary  to  use 
largi'  doses  of  (juinine,  or  to  a  greater  extent  that  six  or  eight  grains  at  a 
dose.  And  as  1  have  never  served  in  tin;  South,  1  have  no  idea  of  the 
necessity  of  the  inoidinate  doses  that  are  spoken  of. 

\\  ith  r(\gard  to  the  use  of  acetate  of  lead,  except  in  cases  of  uterine 
hemorrhage^  1  have  ever  been  cautious  in  the  use  of  it,  or  continuing  it, 
even  in  small  dosi's.  But  in  the  first  case  I  have  given  it  in  ten  grain 
doses  and  re])eated.  1  most  fully  agree  with  you  in  reprobating  a  too 
large  or  frequent  use  of  either  of  the  remedies  you  have  mention(;d.     In 

the  case  of  that  wretch  P ss,  I  have  to  state  that  1  was  not  on  his 

court,  or  he  would  have  got  his  deserts.  I  was  fully  aware  of  his  horrid 
practices  in  the  use  of  acetate  of  lead  and  iron,  and  that  he  used  pills  of 
these  articles  in  all  cases,  and  in  any  quantity,  without  regarding  their  de- 
leterious effects. 

Poor  Major  Beebe  was  a  patient  of  mine,  and  died  with  all  the  symp- 
toms of  the  poisonous  effects  of  lead.  And  all  he  asked  me  was,  that 
this  fellow  might  be  brought  to  his  bedside,  that  he  might  put  a  dagger  in 
his  heart  before  he  died.  And  in  addition,  I  had  in  my  hospital  several 
cases  of  soldiers  who  were  poisoned  by  this  practice,  to  a  greater  or  less 
degree. 

Now  I  must  say  that  I  have  heard  such  assurances  from  some  medical 
gentlemen  from  the  South,  of  the  wonders  effected  by  large  doses  of  qui- 
nine, that  they  almost  persuaded  me  of  its  innocence  even  in  such  large 
doses,  and  which  can  only  be  accounted  for  by  the  greater  torpor,  or 
rather  depression  of  the  circulation  and  venous  congestion  than  we  see  in 
the  North.  (Signed)  W.  Wheaton. 


SYRUP   AND   PILLS  OF   IODIDE   OF   IRON. 

[Comiminicated    for  the   Boston   Medical   and    Surgical   Journal.] 

The  iodide  of  iron  is  now  extensively  used  by  the  profession,  and  is,  un- 
doubtedly, a  remediate  agent  of  great  importance.  The  dry  iodide  of 
the  shops,  though  at  first,  a  tolerably  perfect  salt,  soon  undergoes  changes 
which  render  it  unfit  for  use.  I  have  seldom  seen  any  w  Inch  did  not  con- 
tain large  proportions  of  free  iodine,  and  consequently  like  quantities  of 
uncombined  protoxide  of  iron. 

The  usual  mode  of  preparing  the  synip  by  boiling  the  iodine  and  iron 
wire,  as  rccommendinl  by  the  United  States  and  Edinburgh  Pharmacopa?ias, 
is  highly  objectionable,  on  account  of  the  volatile  nature  of  the  iodine,  as 
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well  as  its  susce{)tihility  to  alter  by  beini^  so  long  exposed  to  tlie  air,  be- 
I'ore  tlie  siii;ar  is  added. 

Tlie  writer  havin;j;  noticed,  in  the  American  reprint  of  Hrriilliw  ait's 
Retrospect,  Part  X.,  page  100,  Dr.  Christison's  simple  method  of  pre- 
paring pills  of  iodide  of  iron,  has,  after  a  similar  manner,  prepared  the 
syrup.  Dr.  C.'s  method  is  as  follows.  "  Take  of  iodine  1'27  grains, 
iron  wire  about  the  thickness  of  a  thin  (juill,  half  an  ounce,  distilled  water 
75  minims.  Agitate  them  briskly  togeth(3r  in  a  strong  ounce-phial  pro- 
vided with  a  well-fitted  glass  stopper,  until  the  froth  becomes  ^vhite, 
which  will  happen  in  less  than  ten  minutes.  Pour  the  li(juid  upon  two 
drachms  of  finely  powdered  loaf  sugar  in  a  little  mortar,  and  triturate  im- 
mediately and  briskly  for  a  few  minutes  ;  add  gradually  a  mixture  of  the 
following  powders,  viz.  :  I/Kjuorice  powder  half  an  ounce,  powder  of  gimi 
Arabic  a  drachm  and  a  half,  and  flour  one  drachm.  Divide  into  144 
pills.     Each  pill  contains  about  one  grain  of  iodide  of  iron." 

In  tlie  following  manner  may  be  prepared  a  very  jicrfect  syrup  of  the 
Iodide  of  iron.  Take  of  iodine  200  grains,  iron  wire  half  an  ounce, 
white  sugar  in  powder  four  ounces  and  a  half,  distilled  water  one  fluid 
ounce.  Agitate  the  iodine,  wire  and  water  together  briskly  in  a  strong 
two-ounce  phial  with  a  glass  stopper,  until  the  froth  becomes  white. 
Pour  the  fluid  immediately  into  the  su<'ar  in  a  Mass  or  wedgwood  mortar. 
Iriturate  a  lew  minutes,  and  then  add  distilled  water  enough  to  make  six 
fluid  ounces.  Twelve  minims  of  this  syrup  contain  one  grain  of  iodide 
of  iron. 

Physicians  in  the  country,  who  usually  have,  not  only  the  labor  of 
carrying  and  "  dealing  out  "  the  remedies  they  })rescribe,  but  of  prepar- 
ing many  of  them,  will  find  the  above  method  of  preparing  the  syrup 
and  pills  of  this  valuable  medicine  very  expeditious  and  convenient. 

B. 
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To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Dear  Sir, — Permit  me,  in  your  pn^sent  No.,  to  take  a  brief  survey  of 
some  of  the  prominent  characters,  both  within  and  without  our  profession, 
who  have  made  themselves  distinguished,  during  the  last  half  century, 
in  the  treatment  of  Chronic  Diseases.  In  doing  this,  1  shall  by  no 
means  go  into  the  minutia3,  nor  attempt  to  give  a  full  history  of  each  in- 
dividual, or  of  his  line  of  treatment.  A  book  that  should  exhibit  a  ju.st 
and  full  detail  of  all  these  individuals,  the  origin  and  progress  of  their 
supposed  discoveries,  and  the  exact  results  in  each  case,  so  far  as  hitherto 
developed,  would  doubtless  be  not  only  a  readable,  but  useful  book  for 
the  profession.  Who  could  be  indifferent  to  the  dawning,  meridian  and 
nightfall  of  special  and  newly-discovered  systems  of  medication  that  were 
expected,  by  their  sanguine  projectors,  to  end  in  the  relief  of  thousands 
from  the  bondage  of  pain  ?  I  entertain  no  doubt  that  a  volume,  as  above 
mentioned,  ably  and  impartially  written,  and  labelled  ''  Inventions  for  the 
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Cure   of  Chronic  JJiscases,"'  would   he   welcome  to   the  ])rofession  unci 
luoct  an  a])iiiuliuit  sak^ 

Ja.mks  Hamilton,  M.D.,  of  Edinburgh,  just  forty  y(!ars  since,  pub- 
lishod  the.  first  eilition  of  bis  volume;  on  Ptu'^atives.  In  ten  years,  this 
inononra|)li  of  some  .'U)()  pa<;cs,  8vo,  bad  passed  five  editions,  evineinjjj  a 
deep  impression  madf  on  tlu;  medical  public.  Tbe  author,  in  several 
passages,  took  esjx^cial  pains  to  ap])ris(?  his  followers  that  be  did  not  advo- 
cate drastic  puri;alives.  Yet  tbe  wdiole  effect  of  bis  essay  was  the  ad- 
nfinistration  of  severe  and  drastic  cathartics  for  tbe  removal  of  disease. 
The  followers  of  Hamilton  agreed  in  two  strong  points  :  1st,  decided  irri- 
tation of  the  intestinal  tube  ;  and,  2d,  extended  purgation.  This  course 
was  generally  safe ;  and,  although  many  constitutions  were  severely 
harassed  by  this  revulsive  action  upon  tbe  inner  surface  of  tbe  aliment- 
ary tube,  yet  it  often  ended  very  favorably  to  the  ])atient.  1  know  of 
some  distinguished  physicians,  both  in  the  city  and  country,  who  yet  ad- 
here rigidly  to  the  plan  of  Hamilton,  and  are  successful,  too.  it  may 
not  be  known  to  all  that  this  ])lan  of  treatment  was  adapted  both  to  acute 
and  chronic  diseases. 

•''  Surgical  Observations  on  the  Constitutional  Origin  and  Treatment  of 
Local  Diseases,''  by  Mr.  John  AuKiiNETHy,  of  London,  first  appeared 
in  1806.  In  1809  and  1811  new  editions  were  published  in  two  volumes. 
Those  who  have  been  trained  to  anatomy,  physiology  and  pathology  in 
the  schools  of  the  present  day,  cannot  easily  account  for  the  unbounded 
influence  and  interest  awakened  by  the  work  published  under  the  above 
modest  tide.  But  the  writer  of  this  article,  who  is  not  yet  exactly  num- 
bered with  the  ancients,  well  remembers  when  surgeons  appeared  never 
to  have  conceived  the  idea  that  local  affections  w^ere  connected  patho- 
logically with  the  constitution  as  a  whole.  When  the  operator  had 
thrust  the  incised  wound  full  of  lint,  secwidem  artem,  bound  it  tightly  in 
bandages,  put  his  patient  to  bed  and  allowed  him  free  diet,  stimulants, 
&:c.,  without  corrective  medicines,  he  supposed  be  had  done  all  that  bis 
art  could  do.  And  if  this  factitious  ulcer  sprouted  up  exuberantly  with 
'•  proud  flesh,"  as  was  its  wont,  the  surgeon  and  friends  never  dreamed 
tlKit  there  was  a  constitutional  as  well  as  local  difficulty,  but  supposed 
that  tbe  whole  scope  and  comprehension  of  surgical  skill  consisted  in 
nnging  the  changes  ingeniously  on  a  strange  farrago  of  topical  applica- 
tions. The  same  was  true  of  spontaneous,  local  affections,  such  as  gout, 
cutaneous  eruptions,  boils,  tumors,  tic  douloureux,  neuralgias,  &ic.  he. 
Abcrnethy's  doctrines,  therefore,  being  aimed  at  a  new  class  of  difficulties, 
and  calling  the  attention  of  the  faculty  imperatively  to  a  thorough  ac- 
quaintance in  each  case  with  the  secretions  of  the  stomach,  liver  and 
bowels,  ultimately  eclipsed  tbe  work  of  Hamilton,  and  obtained  almost 
universal  adoption  by  the  medical  world.  It  cannot  be  doubted  that, 
could  we  all  be  transported  back  forty  years,  and  become  minutely  ac- 
quainted witb  the  j)athology  which  at  that  time  directed  both  physicians 
and  surgeons,  and  realize  the  marvellous  advance  which  has  been  made 
in  pathological  doctrines  since  that  period,  we  should,  with  one  accord, 
pronounce  Abernethy  tbe  most  illustrious  auxiliary  to  the  cure  of  chronic 
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diseases  thiit  has  ever  appeared.  The  impulse  of  his  modest  hut  convinc- 
ing staliMUiMits,  was  truly  imtneasurahle.  It  pervaded  the  whole  I'aeulty, 
medical  and  surgical.  The  reformation  in  practice  was  professional,  hoth 
in  its  origin  and  results  ;  and  no  man  in  our  ranks  should,  even  now,  un- 
dertake the  cure  of  chronic  diseases  without  a  faithful  study  of  this  i^reat 
refonner  in  his  own  words.  F'rom  the  fticulty  these  principles  extended 
to  the  community,  and,  at  this  distance  of  time,  whenever  a  chronic  case 
is  pres(Mited,  it  is  quite  an  even  chance  if  th(^  patient  does  not  say  he 
is  hilious,  and  sug^^est  the  use  of  hlue  pills.  An  even  chance  ?  Almost 
witli  no  exception,  the  patient  tells  you  he  is  bilious,  his  liver  is  in  fault, 
and  that  he  must  have  something  to  correct  the  secretion  of  bile.  I 
have  the  means,  situated  where  1  am,  and  hearing,  by  those  who  consult 
me  here,  the  reports  from  so  many  physicians,  of  knowing  that  they  are 
much  less  prone  to  the  narrow  hypothesis  of  attributing  to  the  vagaries 
of  the  liver,  all  the  mischiefs  that  occur  in  the  system,  than  were  the 
faculty  twi^nty  years  since.  The  pathology  and  treatment  now  prevail- 
ing are  much  amended  ;  but  they  are  still  Aberncthean.  Blue  pills  and 
calotiK'l  in  small  doses,  and  mild  laxatives,  persevered  in  till  the  bile  is 
healthy  in  color  and  quantity,  is  still  the  practice,  substantially,  and,  in 
my  estimation,  the  man  is  yet  to  arise  whose  impress  on  the  prevailing 
modes  of  practice  shall  be  so  distinctly  visible  Ibrty  years  after  his  first 
entrance  upon  public  notice,  as  is  Abernethy's. 

The  n»^xt  special  reformer,  I  mention,  aiose  from  without  the  medical 
ranks,  about  a  quarter  of  a  century  since,  and  in  our  own  country.  Igno- 
nonmt.  impudent  and  conceited,  he  quarrelled  with  the  regular  faculty 
and  with  all  his  own  disciples.  Anatomy  and  physiology  were  needless. 
''  Life  is  heat,  and  cold  is  death."  Whether  heat  is  excessive  or  deficient, 
put  on  the  st(^am  and  stutf  in  the  capsicum,  lobelia,  bayberry,  &ic.,  and 
the  patient  will  soon  come  to  the  right  temperature  ;  and  then  all  is  well. 
Mow  sinipte  !  How  little  wear  and  tear  of  brain!  I  said  of  the  brain. 
All  know  that  the  followers  of  Thomson  have  bodily  labor  enough,  in 
all  conscience,  in  administering  enemata,  steam  baths,  and  emetics,  in  an 
unceasing  round.  Passing  by  Thomsorrs  book,  his  ignorance  of  the  ani- 
mal structure,  and  the  vast  mischief  he  has  effected,  as  being  painfully 
familiar  to  all  my  brethren,  I  beg  leave  to  suggest  the  probable  reasons 
of  the  unexpected  continuance  of  diis  destructive  scheme.  1st,  In  full 
view  of  the  evident  slaughter  committed  by  these  adventurers,  people 
still  continue  to  employ  them,  because  some  whole  families  are  invariably 
injun^d  by  reducing  remedies  as  commonly  administered  by  the  regular 
faculty,  and,  therefore,  find  Thomsonism  more  favorable  to  their  systems 
than  depletion,  ^d,  Because  our  own  members  are  not  sufficiently  sen- 
sible that  there  are  numbers  in  every  neighborhood  \\-ho  need  from  theif 
hands  restorative  and  warming  medicines.  Is  it  not  expedient  that  we 
should  become  less  stereotyped  and  more  versatile  in  our  modes  of  invest 
tigation  and  practice  ? 

Another  S(^lf-made  man,  and  from  without  the  medical  ranks,  who,  some 
seventeen  years  since,  seriously  believed  he  should  bring  dyspepsia  and 
its  kindred  evils  to  a  final  termination,  was  ^Ir.  O.  Halsted,  of  New  York 
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cily.      I  had  the  ^(kkI  fortuiu'    to   hear  from  his  (>vii  lips,  jusL  as  ihu  [(ood 
news  w  as   promulgated   to   the  woild   tliat  a  coinpo^(.  cura  had  been  dis- 
covered for   dyspei)sia  !  his  exphiuatioii  of  the  thc-or^  Ijoih  of  iIkj  disease 
and  of  his  cure.      I  liave  not  a  doubt  that  Mr.  llalstec!  TuHy  believed  tliat 
lui  was  tile  favored   individual    that  was  to  receive  the  thuiks  (jf  j)oslerity 
for  the  blessed  discovery.     This  confidence  was  manifest  ir  every  gesture. 
There  was  no  doubt.      I  may  have  been  deceived,  but  I  full;  beheve  him 
to  have  been  honest  in  his  unwavering  assurance  to  his  patienu  of  a  com- 
plete cure.     This   induceel  many    to  give  him   50  dollars   in  advance,  in 
consideration  of  the  cure,  and  to  take  an  oath  of  secrecy.     Whole  houses 
wt're   filled   with    his   patients  from   abroad.     Within   two   yeais  frovn  his 
first  public   announcement,  1    heard  from  a  source  that  I  relied  upon,  that 
he  had  received  40,000  dollars  for  his  practice.     It  may  not  be  known  to 
all  that  dyspepsia   resulted,  according  to  his   plan,  from  thickening  and 
hardness  of  the  muscles  over   the   stomach  and    abdotnen,  as  well  as  of 
the  muscular  coat  of  the  stomach  and  bowels.     Hence  torpor,  costiveness, 
inaction.     These  were  to   be  removed,  by,  1st,  a  kind  of  blow^  with  the 
point  of  the  fore  fin^jer  into  the    pit  of  the  stomach  ;  2d,  by  free  com- 
pression of  the  bowels  against  the  stomach,  effected   by   the  hands,  and 
repeated  several   times  daily  ;  and,  3dly,  by   hot  fomentations  of  vinegar 
to  the  abdomen.     After  his   patients  became  so  numerous  that  the  secret 
})rocess  was  fully  divulged,  he  published  his  theory  and  practice  in  a  small 
volume.     The  zeal  of  Mr.  Halsted  was  apparently  so  honest  and  artless, 
that  1  seldom  heard  the  loss  of  his   liberal  fee  complained   of  by  the  in- 
valids ;  and  from  the  pleasing  hopes  and  actual  improvement  in  many  in- 
stances effected,  it  is  still  problematical  whether  he  was  not  entitled  to  all 
his  rewards.     But  Mr.  Halsted  and  his  system  are  now,  in  the  space  of  15 
years,  never  mentioned.     From  this  let  younger  practitioners  draw^  an  in- 
ference.    WMienever  a  vast  commotion  is  excited  by  some  astounding  dis- 
covery in  the  treatment  of  disease,  let  them  coolly  ask  themselves  "  what 
will  be  thought  of  this  Invention  ten  years  hence  ?" 

There  is  a  man  in  your  city,  Mr.  Editor,  of  whom  you  may  have 
never  heard,  but  in  whom  I  feel  some  interest  from  the  reports  of  several 
intelligent  patients  who  have  subsequently  consulted  me  in  Saratoga  ;  viz., 
Mr.  Hewett.  His  medication  of  chronic  diseases,  1  am  told,  is  wholly 
through  the  skin,  by  tneans  of  any  hot,  astringent  baths.  He  is  said  to 
treat,  particularly,  paralytic,  rheumatic  and  eruptive  diseases.  Could 
you  not  afford  him  a  place  in  your  pages  to  let  us  all  know  his  plan,  his 
measures  and  success  ?  Notwithstanding  our  pride  of  profe^ssion  and  aver- 
sion to  "  opposition  lines,"  we  would  many  of  us  be  pleased  to  learn,  if 
we  could  do  so,  the  benefits  and  the  evils  resulting  from  hot  dyes  applied 
to  the  skin. 

In  like  manner  we  should  be  glad  to  hear  from  Dr.  Durkee,  who,  1 
believe,  makes  a  specialty  of  sulphur-fume  baths.  This  kind  of  bath  has 
lately  been  constructed  in  a  much  cheaper  manner  than  formerly,  and  is 
becoming  (juite  general  in  this  neiuhborhood.  Dr.  Durkee,  through  your 
types,  might  contribute  much  to  the  correct  use  and  ultimate  success  of 
this  very  powerful  remedy   by  some   public   communication.     In   doing 
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this,  he  cannot  tall  to  p^ceive  he  would  he  doing  himself  essential  service, 
to  say  nothinL;  of  hisp'itients. 

Tliere  is  still  at^ther  individual,  whose  name  I  do  not  know,  hut  from 
whom  I  should  K^Ku've  some  iuterestiu'^  facts  mii(ht  be  obtained.  Several 
who  have  beeu^i'i^'t^r  his  care  have  told  me  that  his  plan  of  eradicaiiui^ 
disease  was  a  i»old  and  continued  course  of  calomel  in  heroic  doses.  Many 
will  start  at  ^e  proposed  employment  of  this  Sampson  of  medicine  to  eradi- 
cate chroMic  disease.  So  novel  and  darinir  an  employment  of  this  fa- 
vorite anicle  of  the  materia  medica,  if  candidly  stated,  with  its  results,  fa- 
vorable and  unfavorable,  could  not  fail  to  be  read  with  interest  by  those 
who  are  desirous  of  knowing  the  various  therapeutical  processes  now  in 
operation. 

In  1840,  I  called  on  Dr.  H.  H.  Sherwood,  Broadway,  New  York,  a 
regular  physician,  I  believe,  but  who  has  abandoned  general  practice  for 
the  treatment  of  chronic  diseases.  He  relies  on  gold  pills  and  a  com- 
pound bituminous  plaster  to  the  spine.  He  presented  me  his  monograph. 
I  have  not  heard  that  his  doctrines  are  spreading. 

Dr.  Ramage's  tube  for  the  cure  o(  consumption '\s  not  making  proselytes 
to  its  use,  and  it  is  to  be  feared  will  soon  be  numbered  with  the  many 
vaunted  discoveries  relating  to  this  opprobrium  to  our  profession. 

Of  the  common  herd  of  itinerant  lecturers  and  cosmopolite  teachers  of 
medicine,  usurping  and  degrading  the  name  of  professor,  I  say  nothing. 
I  only  advise  my  bretliren,  one  and  all,  to  do  as  a  medical  man  in  Massa- 
chusetts is  said  to  have  done  lately,  who  on  the  close  of  the  lecture,  obtained 
permission  to  make  some  inquiries  of  the  itinerant,  some  of  which  wea-e, 
how  many  patients  he  left  at  home  ?  and  how  they  could  consent  to  the 
absence,  for  so  Ions:  a  time,  of  one  whose  high  skill  and  attainments  quali- 
fied him  to  become  a  fit  teacher  for  the  world  in  general  ? 

Saratoga  Springs,  April  23(/,  1845. 

[To  be  ooncUided.J 


[The  reader  must  take  the  following,  as  the  writer  considerately  permits 
the  Editor  to  do,  for  what  it  is  worth.  Dr.  Wheelock  is  a  respectable 
practitioner  in  Belfi\st.  This  fact,  though  not  sufficient  to  verify  the  in- 
ferences which  many  will  draw  from  his  statement,  recommends  his  pa- 
per to  the  perusal  of  his  professional  brethren.] 

EXPERLMENT    IN    ANIMAL    MAGNETISM— REMOVAL  OF   A    POLYPUS 

FROM   THE  NOSE. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Dear  Sir, — Additional  to  the  accounts  of  like  results,  that  have  lately 
reached  us  from  various  quarters,  an  experiment  has  dragged  me  into  be- 
ing a  witness  of  the  particulars  that  are  hereby  detailed  to  you,  as  follows, 
for  what  they  are  w^orth,  attending  the  removal,  in  July,  1843,  of  a 
polypus  from  the  nose  of  a  patient  in  the  mesmeric  condition.  I  give 
this  name  to  the  condition  she   was  in,  for  want  of  a  better  one — but 
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iiainrs  arc  ^1  litll''  cousLMjucncc,  the  facts  only  (from  notes  taken  at  iIk; 
tinio)  l)ci'i,!^  inten(l(j(l  to  be  regarded.  The  patient  came  from  Montville, 
14  mil(>^  distant,  to  IJelfast,  for  the  purposi;  of  liavin^^  me  operate.  She 
was  a  very  resp(>ctal)le  woman,  of  mihl  disposition  and  manners,  of  con- 
sichrahli'-  enc^rgy  and  activity,  fair  comi)lexion,  ahont  i>4  years  of  age, 
niarried,  liad  one  oliihl,  was  a  person  of  good  constitution,  and  to  every 
appearance  heaUliy  at  tlie  time.  The  tumor  was  of  an  ohlong-rcjunded 
form,  hir^ely  attached  base,  probably  half  an  inch  in  its  smalh^st  diameter, 
and  had  b(KMi  there  three  months.  The  base  was  larger  proportionally 
tlian  the  av(M'age  of  cases  within  my  experience,  and  so  firmly  adlien^nt, 
that  in  removing  it  1  was  obliged  to  tear  it  away  in  pieces.  1  had  laid 
out  my  instruments  and  was  about  proceeding  in  the  operation,  when 
she  proposed  to  be  magnetized  if  it  was  possible,  as  she  dreaded  the  pain 
that  would  have  to  Ix^  borne  ;  and  as  she  was  entirely  unaccjuainted  in 
town,  at  her  request  1  procured  the  attendanceof  a  gentleman  who  had  the 
reputation  of  being  a  good  magnetizer  (Mr.  P.  P.  Quimby*),  although  en- 
tirely faithless  on  my  own  part,  as  I  told  her  at  the  time  as  well  as  others  be- 
fore, who  had  asked  what  I  thought  of  animal  magnetism.  1  am  quite 
confident  that  the  lady  and  JMr.  Quimby  had  never  met  before,  and  that 
there  was  nothing  previously  concerted.  1  am  also  confident  that  she 
took  no  medicine  to  induce  stupor.  In  ten  minutes  after  commencing, 
she  was  put  into  a  state  of  a])parently  natural  sleep,  sitting  upright  in 
her  chair,  breathing  and  pulse  natural — color  of  countenance  unchanged. 
We  then  moved  her  from  the  back  part  of  my  room,  where  she  happened 
to  be  sitting,  to  a  window,  for  the  light.  Mr.  Q.  asked  her  if  she  felt 
well.  She  answered  distinctly,  yes.  I  immediately  (in  presence  of  several 
of  our  most  noted  citizens,  who  had  been  called  in  at  their  own  request) 
began  to  remove  the  polypus,  and  did  it  thoroughly,  scraping  the  sides  of 
the  nostril  repeatedly  with  the  forceps  so  as  to  be  sure  that  I  liad  removed 
all  the  remaining  fragments.  There  was  some  hemorrhage,  say  nearly  an 
ounce  of  blood.  I  was  operating  four  or  five  minutes  at  least.  During 
the  whole  time,  she  evinced  not  the  slightest  symptom  of  pain,  either  by 
any  groaning,  sighing  or  motion  whatever,  but  was  in  all  these  respects 
precisely  like  the  dead  body.  I  felt  convinced  that  I  might  as  well  have 
amputated  her  arm.  The  circumstance  that  struck  me  at  the  time  most 
singularly  of  all,  was  this  :  as  soon  as  the  blood  l)egan  to  run  down  the 
fauces,  there  was  a  slight,  rough,  rattling  sound  of  the  breathing.  One 
of  the  bystanders  said,  she  is  choking  to  death.  Mr.  Q.  hawked  and 
spit  repeatedly,  when  she  did  the  same,  and  spit  the  blood  out  of  her 
mouth.  Tn  about  ten  minutes  after,  she  was  awaked,  but  said  she  was  un- 
conscious that  anydiing  had  been  done,  complained  of  no  pain,  and  found 
that  she  could  now  breathe  freely  through  her  nose,  that  had  been  en- 
tirely closed  up  for  several  preceding  months. 

Belfast,  Me.,  April  19,  1845.  Yours  very  sincerely, 

Alburt  T.  Wheelock,  I\1.D. 


*  Mr.  Quimby  has  «iiice  givm  much  attention  to  such  perfornmnces. 
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[Coininiiiiicated  fur  the  Kobtun  Medical  and  Sur^icnl  Jcuriial.) 

Died,  on  the  ITtli  of  April,  at  Valley  Falls,  Sinitlifield,  K.  I.,  Hiram 
Bucklin,  iM.D.,  aj,^ed  42. 

Dr.  Bucklin  practised  medicine  for  more  tlian  20  years.  He  soon  at- 
tained a  lasting  reputation  ;  for  the  virtues  he  possessed,  united  to  talt.-uts 
of  a  superior  order,  secured  to  him,  when  young,  a  popularity  that  increas- 
ed with  his  years.  He  commenced  his  professional  career  upon  the  spot 
where  he  died  :  his  childhood  was  spent  in  the  same  spot :  yet  he  was 
extensively  known,  and  his  services  were  solicited  by  all  classes,  who  will 
deeply  lament  his  premature  death. 

TJiough  his  health  was  always  delicate,  few  men  have  endured  more 
fatigue  and  hardship  than  Dr.  B.  He  was  remarkable  for  promptness 
and  attention  ;  his  manner  in  the  sick  chamber  was  kind,  pleasing,  and 
dignified.  In  his  death  the  poor  have  lost  a  friend,  and  the  profession  an 
eminent  member. 


INTERMITTENT    LABOR  PAINS. 

[Dr.  a.  H.  Wright,  of  the  Missionary  station  at  Oroomiah,  in  Persia, 
in  a  letter  to  the  editor,  gives  the  following  particulars  of  a  case  under 
hi«  care.] 

Some  months  ago  I  had  a  case  in  my  practice  here,  which,  as  I  had 
never  seen  the  like,  gave  me  no  little  perplexity.  A  lady  had  arrived 
within  about  three  weeks  of  the  time  of  her  accouchement,  as  was  sup- 
posed, when  she  was  taken  at  night  with  pains  precisely  simulating  labor 
pains.  During  the  day  they  wholly  or  in  part  subsided,  and  the  next 
night  they  returned  again,  though  not  as  severe  ;  but  the  second  night 
they  were  as  severe  as  at  first.  For  four  or  five  nights  1  was  called  up 
to  attend  the  case,  it  being  supposed  that  delivery  would  take  place. 
But  we  were  disappointed.  During  the  day  the  lady  was  generally  up 
and  attending  to  the  duties  of  her  iamilv,  and  for  some  hours  of  the  nidit 
we  were  looking  for  her  delivery.  Several  days  passed  in  this  manner, 
when,  after  an  ordinary  labor,  the  lady  was  safely  delivered  of  a  fine 
child.  This  was  her  first  confinement.  She  is  of  small  stature  and 
about  21   vears  of  ase. 

(^uery. — What  were  these  pains  thus  simulating  labor  pains?  In 
Meigs's  work  on  Midwifery,  I  find  mention  made  of  ^\false  pains,''^  but 
Dewees  says  nothing  about  them  that  I  can  find.  Can  you  give  me 
some  light  on  die  subject?  It  may  be  familiar  to  yow,  though  strange 
to  me. 


Precipitated  Sulphur. — Mr.  Murdoch  has  ascertained  that  this  sub- 
stance usually  contains  two  thirds  its  weight  of  sulphate  of  lime.  This 
impurity  can  be  easily  detected  by  heating  the  sulphur  on  a  slip  of  plati- 
num, when  it  should  be  completely  volatilized. 
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C<t/r(/i>ni(i  Sj/rlns^s  in  Candfla.  —  It  is  a  fact  but  little;  known  in  tlio 
United  Slates,  says  a  correspondent,  that  tlierc  exists  in  the  township  of 
Caledonia,  Upper  Canada,  about  70  miles  above  Montreal,  three  of  the 
most  ])ow(Tiul  medicinal  sprini^s  on  this  continent.  For  the  last  ten  y(;ars 
these  sj)rin!rs  have  been  tlie  resort  of  invalids  from  all  parts  of  ihe  Pro- 
vinces, and  from  New  Orleans  to  Halifax.  Wherever  a  knowledge  of  their 
virtues  has  become  known,  the  waters  have  been  sought  after  witli  avidity. 
They  iiave  been  analyzed  by  some  of  the  first  chemists  in  America,  and 
found  to  contain  a  most  happy  combination  of  ingredients;  and  their  effi- 
cacy in  the  cure  of  rheumatism,  liver  complaint,  dyspepsia,  and  the  ren(>va- 
tion  of  debilitated  constitutions,  has  been  such  as  to  gain  the  confidence 
and  approval  of  the  most  eminent  physicians  in  British  America.  One 
of  their  most  valua[)Ie  properties,  is  the  prevention  of  sea-sickness.  One 
dozen  of  the  waters  taken  previous  to  going  to  sea,  and  then  used  freely 
mornings  on  board  ship,  will  prevent  this  dreadful  malady  (continues  the 
same  gentleman),  and  render  the  voyage  one  of  }>leasure  instead  of  suffer- 
ing.     This  has  been  proved,  and  is  well  worthy  of  notice  and  a  trial. 

For  any  further  information,  the  public  are  referred  to  Messrs.  E.  Cod- 
man  &L  Co.,  No,  95  State  street,  Boston,  who  are  agents  for  the  sale  of 
the  Caledonia  waters. 

Having  observed,  in  some  publication,  a  well  written  article  on  the 
medicinal  value  of  the  Caledonia  waters,  by  Dr.  Sterling,  of  Canada,  we 
entertain  a  hope  that  he  will  favor  this  Journal  with  a  paper  on  the  subject 
for  the  information  of  the  profession  of  New  England.  It  is  of  some  con- 
sequence to  them  to  know,  from  the  most  responsible  sources,  the  true 
character  of  all  the  natural  fountains  of  health,  accessible  to  their  patients. 


Elements  of  Comparattue  Anatomy. — From  a  remote  antiquitv,  the 
study  of  comparative  anatomy  has  engaged  the  close  attention  of  philoso- 
phers. By  ascertaining  the  structure  of  the  lower  animals,  the  mechan- 
ism as  well  as  functions  of  corresponding  organs  in  man  is  better  under- 
stood. Indeed,  comparative  anatomy  is  so  essential,  that  without  an  ele- 
mentary knowledge  of  it,  at  least,  no  one  could  hope  to  make  much  pro- 
gress in  the  elevaterl  science  of  human  anatomy.  Both  in  France  and 
Germany,  and,  in  fact,  to  an  encouraging  extent  in  England,  very  great 
importance  is  attached  to  this  captivating  pursuit,  which  is  no  where  cul- 
tivated, publicly,  in  the  United  States,  as  its  real  importajice  demands. 
All  that  is  taught  upon  the  subject,  is  incidentally  introduced,  in  the  sea- 
son of  medical  lectures.  There  is  no  distinct  professorship  of  compara- 
tive anatomy,  we  believe,  in  this  country,  although  there  are  many  men 
eminently  (jualified  to  do  high  honor  to  such  a  chair.  That  a  taste  is 
strongly  manifested  for  this  branch  is  <il)vious,  from  the  circumstance  that 
all  tlie  works  of  character  emanating  from  foreign  presses,  even  on  the 
technicalities  of  the  science,  are  sought  for  with  avidity.  In  no  part  of 
Europe,  it  is  pre-umed,  are   the  principal  authorities  in  this  e.xtensive  and 
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delij^htt'ul  field  of  iii(|iiiry,  more  iii  request  tlian  here.  We  read — ponder 
— express  our  satisfuction  by  liberal  purchases,  and  yet  too  much  neglect 
the  true  and  legitimate  method  of  ailvancing  to  some  pur[)ose,  viz.,  witii 
the  scalpel  in  hand.  Kvery  ph\  sician  has  spare  hours  that  might  he  given 
to  investigations  in  comparative  anatomy,  Tliey  are  surrounded  hv  innu- 
merable objects  for  dissection,  and  they  violate  no  statute  law,  however  ex- 
tensively engaged  in  their  manual  operation.  What  a  cabinet  might  be 
formed  in  any  country  village,  were  an  individual  ardent  in  making  a  col- 
lection. Such  exertions  would  exalt  the  study,  and  make  its  influence 
felt  l)y  others. 

Messrs,  Ticknor  &.  Co.  have  placed  before  us  a  plain,  useful  treatise 
on  the  comparative  anatomy  of  vertebrate  animals,  that  would  be  an  ad- 
mirable guide  for  those  who  are  wishing  for  assistance.  It  is  written 
by  R,  Wagner,  M,D.,  and  edited  from  the  German  by  Alfred  Tulk,  of  the 
College  of  Surfjeoiis.  All  tlu;  facts  are  compressed  into  a  small  com- 
pass,  without  embarrassment  arisinir  from  Ion<i-drawn  arjiuments  or  useless 
propositions.  An  estimate  may  be  formed  of  the  contents,  by  a  list  of  the 
leading  articles  : — viz,,  the  tegumentary  system  ;  osseous,  muscular  and 
nervous;  electric  organs  of  fishes  ;  organs  of  sense;  digestive  machinery  ; 
circulatory  system,  respiratory  ;  swimming  bladder  ;  urinary  organs  ;  or- 
gans of  secretion  ;  generative  system  of  various  animals  ;  and,  lastly,  bib- 
liography of  nuunmalia,  aves,  reptilia  and  pisces. 

The  mere  references  to  all  authors  of  any  value,  who  have  written  on 
comparative  anatomy,  enhances  the  value  of  this  treatise  exceedingly,  In 
a  word,  we  recommend  the  book  to  the  special  consideration  of  all  who 
have  either  time  or  taste,  in  the  profession  of  medicine. 


Moving  Powers  of  the  Blood. — What  a  happy  circumstance  it  is,  in  the 
constitution  of  things,  that  one  mind  finds  pleasure  in  one  pursuit,  and 
another  in  some  other  course  of  an  entirely  opposite  character.  No  point, 
therefore,  is  left  unexplored,  and  in  philosophy  all  nature  is  ransacked  in 
support  of  hypotheses,  as  well  as  for  the  ingathering  of  truth. 

We  are  under  obligations  to  the  author,  G,  Calvert  Holland,  M.D.,  for 
a  copy  of  his  work  on  "  The  P/u'losop/iij  of  t/ir  Moving  Powers  of  the 
.Blood,''  published  in  London  the  last  year.  We  know  not  how  to  cJia- 
racterize  the  labors  of  Dr.  H.  He  is  extremely  ardent,  indefatigable, 
and  yet  not  particularly  practical  in  the  work  before  us.  One  may  study 
this  book  with  perfect  attention,  with  a  wise  determination  to  profit  by  it, 
and — as  in  our  own  case — rise  from  its  pages,  wondering  what  problem 
is  solved,  and  at  the  same  time  suspecting  tliat  he  has  unfortunately  over- 
looked the  essential  fact  or  argument,  which  gave  rise  to  the  undertaking, 

Dr,  Holland  discovers  a  fainiliar  acquaintance  with  a  multitude  of  au- 
thorities, which  is  an  evidence  of  profound  research.  In  the  seventh  book, 
regarding  the  morbid  plienomena  of  arterial  and  venous  action,  the  author 
is  clear  as  well  as  profound.  In  fact,  the  assignable  cause  of  the  excited 
action  of  particular  arteries,  their  enlargement  from  bodily  exercise,  &:<c., 
as  there  e.xplained,  cannot  be  too  frequently  consulted  by  physiological 
inquirers. 

Inaugural  Address  of  the  Mayor  of  Lowell. — Elisha  Huntington,  M.D,, 
on  being  inaugurated  iMayor   of  the  city  of  Lowell,  on  the   7th  inst.,  ad' 
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(Ircssod  tho  Council  in  ;i  h:i|)|)y  manner,  and  in  a  way  to  convincf;  those 
who  heard  him,  that  pliysicians  sonu'times  un(l(;rstand  tlic  (hjties  oi"  magis- 
trates. .  Wc  wcrti  most  interested  in  liis  Honor's  arfrnments  on  the  value 
of  open  ^rounds,  or  s(|uaros,  in  cities.  No  one  a|)|)r(,'ciates  their  value  in 
a  dense  population  more  than  medical  men  ;  and  if  the  city  i^'overnment 
of  l,ow(dl  ails  wisely,  the  Mayor's  suggestions  will  be  carricjd  into  e.{rect 
in  siH'urinu  lar<j;e  oix'uings  wherever  new  streets  are  projected,  in  a 
manufacturing  place,  like  Lowell,  it  will  prove  of  incalculahic  importance 
to  the  physical  well-being  of  the  inhabitants,  to  have  breathing  room  ;  and 
every  (^i)eji  lot  that  is  kept  so,  within  the  city  limits,  would  prove  a  great 
treasure  in  health,  in  after  ages. 

It  is  surprising  that  the  city  of  Boston  does  not  reserve  more  s^pjares 
towards  Ro.xbury,  where  the  public  lands  are  now  selling  and  beiriir  cov- 
ered over  with  dwellings,  almost  as  thickly  set  as  in  the  older  sections. 
Shawmut  s(iuarc,  opposite  Blackstone,  should  be  vastly  enlarged,  while 
there  is  an  opportunity  of  doing  it — there  not  being  an  edifice,  at  present, 
of  any  kind,  on  the  line  of  its  boundaries. 


Dissertation  on  Humbugs. — One  {;f  boldest,  most  sensible,  and  truly 
witty  dissertations  we  have  seen  on  the  medico-philosophical  impositions 
of  the  day,  appeared  last  week  in  the  Bunker  Hill  Aurora.  The  editor  is 
a  man  of  close  observation,  and,  like  a  calm,  unbiassed  spectator  of  the 
moving  scenes  before  him,  dares  to  speak  out  his  sentiments,  and  wnrrr 
the  people  against  tlie  increasing  army  of  impostors  now  laying  all  ranks 
of  society  under  contribution.  Mnemotechny,  animal  magnetism,  the 
phreno-magnetism  of  that  foreign  peripatetic  Collyer ;  the  pathetism  of 
the  nomad  Sunderland,  and  the  thin-skinned  science  of  neurology,  were 
served  up  in  admirable  taste,  so  that  the  blind  might  almost  see  tlieir  ut- 
ter absurdity.  Mr.  Wheildon  thus  apostrophizes  : — "  But  in  a  very  short 
time — after  a  brief  eccupancy  of  the  public  attention,  and  no  small  ex- 
liibition  of  universal  amazement — the  matter  dies  away,  and  no  more  is 
heard,  except  to  point  the  era  of- its  coming,  of  the  life-preserving  art  of 
Grahamism,  or  the  still  more  immaculate  science  of  animal  magnetism.'' 
"  The  professors  of  most  of  these  humbug  sciences  have  rather  the  best 
of  it.  They  get  a  lazy  livelihood  at  least,  and  some  of  the  most  success- 
ful of  them,  we  are  told,  have  made  a  handsome  penny  by  the  trade,  and 
confessed  that  that  was  their  object." 

A  new  science,  called  Dodd-'ism,  has  taken  extremely  well  in  Boston. 
As  the  professor  gets  more,  at  ninepence  a  head,  than  he  did  at  preach- 
ing, the  presumption  is  that  he  will  continue  in  this  profitable  business. 


Hartford  Count?/,  Conn.,  Medical  Society . — In  addition  to  the  interest- 
ing report  of  the  doings  of  the  Society,  last  week,  the  following  particu- 
lars mav  be  of  value  to  medical  gentlemen  in  Connecticut. 

Mr.  Samuel  A.  Hills,  of  Glastenbury,  was  recommended  to  the  State 
Convention,  as  a  candidate  for  the  gratuitous  course  of  medical  lectures 
at  New  Haven  the  ensuing  winter. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  by  ballot  elected  Fellows  of  the  Connec- 
ticut Medical  Society,  whose  annual  convention  is  to  be  holden  in  Hart- 
ford in  May  next:  Drs.  R.  R.  Hunt,  John  S.  Butler,  Ashbel  U.  Barrows, 
Roswell  Hawley  and  Eli  Hall, 
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Uuuhi  Scissors. — Having  tVcMjueiitly  exj)orieiiced  sofiie  diniculty  in  re- 
moving from  ail  eloiig  uetl  uvula  tlie  exact  arTiouiit  required  to  remove  the 
source  of  irritation  which  it  usu  illy  occasions  in  a  diseased  state,  by  the 
aid  of  the  scissors  and  forceps,  tlie  plan  of  an  instrument  occurr«;d  to  Dr. 
Smiley,  by  which  any  portion  required  could  be  removed  without  the  ai<J 
of  the  forceps,  and  with  greater  ease  to  the  patient  and  operator.  The 
instrument  is  composed  of  two  blades,  which  are  each  formed  like  the 
Italic  letter  r,  having  cutting  edges  on  their  concave  portions,  which  pass 
each  other  in  th'j  same  way  with  the  common  scissors,  but  the  concave 
character  of  the  edges  prevents  the  escape  of  the  substance  to  be  excised. 
United  with  one,  and  when  closed  passing  over  the  surface  of  the  other, 
is  a  sharp,  delicate  fork  of  steel,  barbe<],  and  designed  for  the  under  por- 
tion of  the  blades,  to  retain  upon  its  points  the  excised  substance  of  the 
uvula.  Attached  to  the  bhuh's  are  bows  and  shafts,  corresponding,  ex- 
cept in  the  length  of  the  shafts,  with  scissors.  In  using  the  instrument, 
the  operation  is  less  painful,  and  success  will  be  secured  in  the  first  at- 
tempt. Like  all  the  surgic;il  instruments  of  this  ingenious  gentleman's 
invention,  the  uvula  scissors  certainly  appear  to  be  just  what  practitioners 
ought  to  have.  A  model  is  in  our  possession,  which  the  profession  are  in- 
vited to  examine. 


3Ial practice  in  a  Case  of  Mithcifcry. — Another  of  those  cases  of  gro.ss 
ignorance  or  extreme  carelessness  in  a  medical  attendant,  which  seem  to 
be  either  much  more  common  in  England  than  in  this  country,  or  more 
readily  reach  the  public  enr  there,  has  lately  occurred  in  Norfolk.  At  tiie 
coroner's  in([uest,  it  was  proved  that  Mr.  Gnches,  when  in  attendance  up- 
on Mrs.  Lovett,  in  labor  with  her  tenth  child,  attempted  to  remove  the 
after-birth  in  an  hour  or  two  after  delivery.  Upon  making  efforts  for  this 
purpose,  he  withdrew  a  substance  which  the  niidwiie  and  nurse  described  as 
a  round,  brown,  firm  heavy  substance,  with  a  string  attached  to  it,  which 
Mr  Gaches  took  away  with  him.  The  woman  died  in  half  an  hour.  A 
■post-mortem  examination  was  made,  and  the  surgeon  making  it  testified 
that  the  womb  and  a  large  portion  of  the  intestines  had  been  removed, 
which  he  had  no  doubt  was  tiie  cause  of  death.  The  coroner's  jury  re- 
turned a  verdict  of  "  nianslaugliter ''  against  Mr.  Gaches,  who  said  the 
accident  was  altogether  an  error  of  judirnient.  lie  was  given  in  custody  of 
two  policemen,  who  gave  him  time  and  liberty  to  find  bail,  which  he  impro\- 
ed  by  escapinir  bi'tore  the  next  morning.  Mr.  G.  had  a  diploma  from  the 
Apothecaries'  Company,  but  was  not  a  member  of  the  College  of  Surgeons, 


The  New  Medical  Reform  Bill  in  England. — The  amended  Bill  for 
the  belter  regulation  of  the  medical  profession  has  now  been  introduced 
into  the  House  of  Commons,  and  the  statement  made  by  Sir  James  Gra- 
ham, when  asking  permission  of  the  House  to  bring  it  in,  may  be  con- 
sidered to  indicate  the  chief  alterations  which  the  measure  of  last  session 
has  nnderiTone.  The  second  readin<i  of  the  Bill  has  been  delayed  until 
early  in  April,  for  the  express  purpose  of  allowing  due  time  for  considera- 
tion by  the  profession.  We  trust  that  the  members  will  give  their  best  at- 
tention to  the  subject  in  the  interval.  Whatever  may  be  the  absolute  merits 
of  tlie  measure  itself,  it  will    be   evident,  on  the  perusal  of  the  statenient, 
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th;it  Sir  James  (Jrali.iin  is  desirous  of  iiK;cliii«;  tlio  wislios  of  the  prc^'c^sioii 
as  a  IxmIv,  and  that  in  several  instances  where  he  will  probably  fail  of  do- 
'mir  so,  the  dillicnlties  with  w  hicii  he  has  had,  and  still  has,  to  conteiKJ, 
connected  with  existin;:  powerliil  institutions,  and  vested  ritjhts  and  privu 
leires,  must  he  eoiisidertid  as  the  main  cause  of  sundry  short-comings  and 
imi)erfections  which  niiirht  Ix;  pointed  out. —  rroviiuial  Mcdiail  <tn(L  Sur- 
i^'n  (il  Jittinuil. 


Injluinzd  (ntii)n;^rsf  //orsrs. — This  epidemic  has  been  for  the  iaj?t  two 
weeks  very  i)revalent  amonirst  horses.  The  leadintr  symptoms  of  the  dis- 
order are  swelling  and  inll.immation  of  the  throat,  dischariri;  from  tiic  mu- 
cjMis  membrane  of  the  nose,  and  lassitude  and  want  of  strength.  Messrs. 
Pickford,  the  celebrated  carriers,  liave  upwards  of  100  horses  now  sufTer- 
ing  from  the  complaint,  and  it  is  very  prevalent  and  fatal  amongst  dray 
liorses,  one  brewer  at  Westminster  having  lost  three  out  of  eiglitcen  that 
were  attacked.  The  Taddington  Omnibus  Company  have  been  great  suf- 
ferers, having  lost  nearly  fifty  horses  within  the  last  month,  and  had  no 
less  than  lOo  laid  up  at  one  time. —  The  London   Times. 


Medical  Miscellany. — Surgeon  N.  C.  Barribino,  U.  S.  N.,  is  to  rendez- 
vous at  Baltimore.  Assistant  Surgeon  D.  L.  Bryan,  detached  from  the 
receiving  ship  North  Carolina.  Assistant  Surgeon  R.  E.  Wall,  detached 
from  the  Pennsylvania,  at  Norfolk.  Surgeon  J.  B.  McKnight,  and  Passed 
Assistant  Surgeon  A.  J.  Bowie,  ordered  to  the  Vincennes. — Dr.  Hunting- 
ton has  finally  accepted  the  office  of  Collector  of  the  port  of  Sag  Harbor, 
which  he  at  first  refused. — The  yellow  fever  on  board  the  Vandal ia  proves 
not  to  be  so  very  fatal  as  at  first  supposed. — Scarlet  fever  is  again  quite 
fatal  in  many  parts. — Surgeon  Canning,  and  not  Green,  died  on  board  the 
U.  S.  ship  Vandalia,  of  the  yellow  fever. —  A  Mrs.  Loomis,  of  Philadel- 
phia, gave  a  public  lecture  in  Boston,  last  week,  on  phrenology. — Dr. 
Bright  has  been  elected  President  of  the  Hunterian  Society  in  England. — 
The  Fothergillian  gold  medal  has  been  presented,  by  the  Medical  Society 
of  London,  to  Walter  C.  Dendy,  M.D.,  for  an  essay  on  Lepra  and  Psoria- 
sis;  and  the  silver  medal  of  the  Society  to  Dr.  Chowne. — A  medical  coro- 
ner has  been  appointed  in  Montgomeryshire,  Eng. 

To  CoRRF.spoNDF.NTs. — A  cointnunicatjon  from  "East  Tennessee,"  one  from 
Dr.  Perk'in.s,  of  Maine,  one  from  Dr.  Comstock,  of  Lebanon,  Conn.,  and  one  from 
'John    Nokes,  of  Texas,"  are  on  the  list  of  accepted  articles. 

^ _ — _ — _ —  ■ ■ ■ ■ — — 

.Marrikp, —  At  Enfield,  Mass.,  Dr.  Chester  Stratton,  of  Amherst,  to  Miss  C.  M. 
Kenfield.— At  Qiiincy,  Illinois,  Dr.  J.  R.  llollowbush  to  Miss  S.  M.  Ford.— Dr. 
J.  D.  Ford,  of  Norwich,  Conn.,  to  Miss  E.  A.  Morton. 

DiF.n, — At  North  Brid^rewater,  Mass.,  Dr.  Samuel  Sanford,  G5. 


Number  of  deaths  in  Bo8ton,ror  the  week  endin?  April,  26, 36— Males,  18  ;  FeniaJps,  18.     Stillhnrii,  3. 

or  loiLsiimptioii,  8 -detiility,  1— scrof'tilH,  .3— accidental,  1— paralysis,  1  — coiivul.^iont!,  1— srarlel  fe- 
ver, 3  — leelliinir,  1— iriflarnniaiion  «if  tiie  ibroat,  1  — livtr  r.(.in|>liiiin.  1  — fraciiire  ot  tlu!  feniiir,  1— in- 
/lamination  of  the  lnnj;s,  3— lirain  lever,  2— iiiflanirnaiio'n  ol  the  huwels,  I  — infantile,  l—dro|)8y,  1— 
dropsv  on  llie  lirain,  1  — Imopini:  ron>!h,  1  — fid  au'e,  1  — Innt:  fever,  I  — drowied,  1  — nnkiiown,  J. 

Uiiiler  5  >ears,  11— between  o  imd  20  yeitrs,  5— between  30  and  60  years,  J7— over  tO  jtaiB,  8. 


268  Medical  Intelligence, 

Hernia.  By  S.  Gower,  Esq.,  Surireon. — Wlieii  jiersoiis  are  thronging 
out  of  ci  theatre,  one  pressing  anotiier  on,  and  each  struggling  to  get  hrst 
through  a  narrow  opening  which  will  permit  but  one  at  a  time  to  j)ass,  the 
theatre  does  not  get  emptied  so  soon  as  if  all  agreed  to  go  out  at  such  a 
pace  as  ti>  leave  the  passage  free  for  an  uninterrupted  succession  of  one 
after  another  going  through  it  quietly.  H  two  stout  persons,  forced  on 
1>V  the  crowd  behind,  should  get  wedged  into  that  narrow  passage,  so  that 
neither  could  stir,  the  obstruction,  so  long  as  it  should  remain  unremoved, 
would  be  total,  and  prevent  all  egress  to  those  behind.  In  the  reduction 
of  hernia  by  the  taxis  something  not  very  dissimilar  happens,  from  too 
violent  pressure  being  made  on  the  hernial  tumor.  I  have  seen  violent 
efforts  made  at  reduction,  causing  great  pain  to  the  patient ;  such  efforts 
remitted,  then  repeated,  to  the  injury  of  the  contents  of  the  sac,  and  then 
an  operation  talked  of  as  the  only  method  left.  I  have  made  gentle  but 
firuj  pressure  in  the  proper  direction,  just  enough  not  to  cause  nmch  pain. 
I  have  maintained  such  pressure,  not  relaxing  it  for  a  moment,  but  when 
one  hand  became  wearied,  substituting  the  other,  till  I  have  had  the  satis- 
faction of  feeling  the  bowels  slipping  quietly,  and  almost  imperceptibly, 
into  their  place,  till  the  sac  has  been  emptied.  It  may  be  set  down  as  one 
rule  of  guidance,  that  you  are  not  to  make  such  pressure  as  will  cause 
severe  pain,  for  you  thus  not  only  cause  pain,  and  do  mischief  to  the  parts, 
but  crowd  up  and  obstruct  the  narrow  pass  through  which  the  bowels 
have  to  return.  On  making  the  requisite  degree  of  pressure  only,  and 
patiently  continuing  it,  a  little  air,  or  other  contents  of  the  intestine,  will 
slip  up,  and  a  little  bit  of  bowel  with  it,  till  you  find  the  whole  contents  of 
the  sac  giving  way  under  your  hand.  When  this  is  perceived,  the  degree 
of  pressure  should  be  rather  increased  than  diminished  ;  but  at  any  rate 
no  relaxation  of  pressure  must  take  place  after  the  whole  body  of  the  her- 
nia is  felt  to  be  on  the  move,  till  every  fraction  is  returned.  No  good 
can  be  done  by  kneading  a  hernial  tumor  about  like  dough. — Lund.  Lan. 


Opiates  in  Extensive  Burns.  By  H.  Rowe,  M.D. — It  is  said  that  full 
doses  of  opiates  in  burns  are  followed  by  happy  results ;  allow  me  to  bear 
testimony  to  such  facts.  I  have,  for  ten  years  and  more,  invariably  used 
them  in  extensive  burns,  with  unvarying  success  ;  and  I  remember,  more  par- 
ticularly, one  case  that  occurred  to  me  while  I  was  resident  medical  officer 
of  the  Demerara  Seaman's  Hospital.  It  was  a  boy,  about  IG  or  17  years 
of  age,  who  was  frightfully  burned,  the  left  arm,  side,  and  abdomen,  pre- 
senting a  shocking  appearance,  and  the  nervous  system,  in  proportion, 
violently  affected  (which  is  the  real  cause  of  deaths  from  burns).  Opi- 
ates in  full  doses,  mixed  with  effervescing  draughts,  and  repeated  after 
the  effects  had  left,  with  })rotein  dressing  of  linseed  oil  and  lime  water  in 
thick  layers  (which  could  be  easily  applied  and  kept  on  after  the  opiate 
had  taken  effect),  with  xhesenimdcm  arfe/n  treatment  afterwards,  gave  me  het 
great  gratification  of  seeing  him  leave  the  hospital  well  and  hearty,  which 
effect  I  must  certainly  attribute  to  the  immediate  use  of  opiates. — Ihid. 


The  "  Cap  and  Gown." — An  unanimous  resolution  has  been  adopted  by 
nearly  500  students  of  University  College,  in  Upper  Gower  street,  London,  in 
favor  of  the  wearing  of  an  '*  academical  costume,"  which  they  regard  as  be- 
ing ''well  calculated  to  be  of  advantage  to  the  Institution,  to  promote  the  dig- 
nity of  the  College,  and  to  improve  the  character  and  morals  of  the  pupils," 
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TnF.RK  is  one  public  and  itinerant  lecturer,  Dr.  E.  P.  Banning,  who 
appeals  to  no  mocK^l  and  copies  no  prototype.  His  whole  iiistory,  so  far 
as  1  have  learned  it,  is  indicative  of  the  impulse  of  benevolence.  He 
has  been  for  years  in  a  course  of  indefati^^able  and  incessant  lecturing. 
In  fiict,  the  labor  that  would  kill  others  is  pastime  to  him.  While  giv- 
ing five  or  six  public  lectures  a  week,  each  say  two  hours  long,  he  seems 
reluctant  to  retire  to  rest  at  night  before  spending  two  or  three  hours  in 
further  illustrating  to  his  friends  his  favorite  theme.  On  this  he  never 
tires.  To  obtain  a  just  reception  of  this  with  the  public,  is  the  one 
great  pursuit.  He  can  talk  on  other  subjects,  and  intelligently.  He  is  a 
gentleman,  and,  more,  a  christian,  and  possesses  truly  the  milk  of  human 
kindness.  It  was  pure  philanthropy  which  drove  him  from  his  field  of 
practice  in  Pennsylvania,  and  made  him  a  wanderer  over  the  world.  He 
discovered  there,  as  he  supposed,  that  almost  all  the  chronic  diseases  of 
the  thorax,  abdomen,  and  pelvis,  result  from  a  faulty  construction — a  de- 
fective strength — of  the  abdominal  muscles.  This  discovery  led  him 
ultimately  to  the  invention  of  a  truly  useful  and  handsome  truss  for  the 
support  of  those  muscles,  which  he  calls  his  patent  Lace.  With  this  in 
hand,  actuated  by  the  most  sanguine  hope  and  never-doubting  ex- 
pectations of  success.  Dr.  Banning  left  his  home  and  employers,  to  ac- 
quaint the  professional  and  invalid  world  with  the  real  nature  of  his  dis- 
covery. He  early  visited  these  Springs,  where  thousands  of  these  suffer- 
ers assemble  annually,  to  whom  especially  his  improved  instrument  per- 
tains. I  admired  his  enthusiasm  and  his  spirit.  Such  a  spirit  as  his, 
spread  through  all  our  ranks,  would  inevitably  result  in  great  and  solid 
improvements  in  banishing  disease  fi'om  die  human  family.  Two  sum- 
mers he  has  been  here  ;  and,  if  he  did  not  succeed  so  well  the  last  as 
the  first  season,  1  can  truly  say  that  in  seven  years  no  specialty  has  ever 
succeeded  more  than  Dr.  Banning's.  Many  itinerant  lecturers  come 
here  because  there  are  many  invalids.  Had  I  not  already  made  too  free 
with  my  readei-s'  })atience,  I  could  give  an  amusing  picture  of  the  va- 
rious arts  and  devices  used  here  to  obtain  a  hearing.  1  began  last  sum- 
mer to  collect  all  the  show-bills,  pufis,  paintings  hung  on  trees,  placards 
stuck  up  in  the  woods,  Sec.  &:c.,  for  some  idle  sport  ;  but  I  must  not 
14 
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touch  them  now.  1  have  said  thus  much  only  to  remark  tliat  the  Gon- 
eness Spring  itself,  to  say  nothing  of  seven  or  eight  others  ahout  as  good, 
is  an  indomitable  rival  to  all  common-place  retailers  of  medical  skill,  and 
l!ii?y  learn  on  the  ground,  what  they  would  not  helieve  elsewhere,  that 
the  invalid  multitude  will  not  be  diverted  from  the  waters  and  baths  for 
which  they  come. 

Dr.  Banning  has  made  you,  Mr.  Editor,  a  long  visit  at  Boston.  He 
has  visited  a  great  part  of  New  England,  and  is  at  this  moment  hard 
at  work  in  New  York.  If  Dr.  Bannlnii;  is  not  winninii;  the  favor  of  the 
taculty,  the  fault  is  in  his  theory  and  not  in  his  temper.  There  is  a  con- 
tinued friction  between  him  and  the  faculty  from  principle.  He  makes 
all  chronic  complaints,  with  few  exceptions,  depend  on  inherent  weakness 
and  relaxation  of  the  abdominal  muscles,  allowing  the  various  organs  and 
viscera  to  sink  out  of  place.  Hence  all  the  trouble.  Hence,  too,  the 
one  remedy.  And  hence,  also,  the  absurdity,  in  his  estimation,  of  the 
multiplex  remedies  included  under  medicine,  diet  and  regimen,  \\hich  the 
ingenious  physician  brings  to  bear  on  the  diseases  under  consideration. 
Feeling  within  him  the  dead  certainty  that  the  muscles  alone  are  in  fault, 
and  that  the  lace  is  the  remedy,  how  harrowing  to  Dr.  Banning's  feelings 
to  see  invalids  puked,  purged,  blistered,  bled,  cupped,  mercuiialized,  &ic. 
Sic.  Besides  his  patients,  application  of  trusses,  private  illustrations  and 
public  lectures,  he  has  already  published  his  lectures,  and  also  a  respecta- 
ble duodecimo,  entided,  I  believe,  "  Common  Sense  Applied  to  the  Con- 
sideration of  Chronic  Diseases."  In  conclusion.  Dr.  B.  must  pardon 
me  for  saying,  that  it  is  still  to  be  proved  whether  his  success  hitherto 
has  not  resulted  from  his  unparalleled  enthusiasm,  toil  and  perseverance, 
rather  than  the  supreme  excellency  of  the  remedy.  The  lace  is  n  good 
auxiliary  ;  but  never  should  be  and  never  can  be  the  uniciim  rcmedium 
and  instar  omnium. 

Homeopathy  has  been  before  the  medical  public  since  1810,  the  date 
of  the  1st  edition  of  Hahnemann's  Organon  at  Dresden.  From  the 
moment  Hahnemann  began  to  quake  from  taking  the  cinchona,  he  be- 
came inspired,  and  was  ever  after  a  man  of  one  idea.  Jn  1840  a  distin- 
guished American  gentleman  was  under  his  care  in  Paris  five  weeks,  and 
the  whole  therapeutical  course  consisted  in  smelling  at  an  empt-y  phial 
that  had  cuntauicd  medicine,  to  be  repeated  once  in  five  days  1  !  None 
i)ut  a  man  of  one  idea  could  commit  such  an  outrage  on  common  sense. 
The  American,  being  a  clergyman,  and  dependent  on  the  politeness  of 
friends,  was  under  a  species  of  compulsion.  He  neither  received  nor  ex- 
pected reliel.  This  system  has,  during  the  thirty-five  years  of  its  pro- 
gress, been  patronized  by  crowned  heads,  public  bodies,  and  the  learned 
and  the  great.  The  theory  of  curing  disease  by  instituting  similar  afl^ec- 
tions,  was  plausible  and  captivating.  Worthy  practitioners,  who  had  cured 
scores  of  diarrhoeas  by  cathartics,  ophthalmias  by  astringent  collyria,  cu- 
taneous eruptions  by  the  use  of  aggravating  internal  medicines  (similia 
simiJibus),  were  caught  with  the  project  of  carrying  out  this  theory  to  all 
human  sulferlngs,  and  of  course  removing  an  asthma  by  something  that 
would  create  dyspnoea,  a  dropsy  by  an  agent  that  would  produce  infiltra~ 
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lion,  scrofulous  tumors  by  sonic    producer  ol'  lumps,  and  so  on.  ad  inji/ii- 
tuui.      And,  tluMi  the  hope  of  rindin*;  ii  specitie   lor  every  isolated   symp- 
tom— a  halm  for  every  individual  I'onu  of  sulierini;' — was  not  that  a  nohle 
and  inspiritlni;  hope?    The  .sliniulalinL;  anticipations  arisini^  iVoni  laclitlous 
aifei-ru^ns,  specific  remedies,  and  a  ju(hcious  diet  and  reL,dni(;u,  sr)on  secured 
t(T  hom(et)pathy  men    of  sai!;acity  and   fine   talents.      From   a    soiiK^whul 
limited  intei'course    with    a  few   of  thes(!  iikmi   of  our  own   country,  holh 
luMV  and  In  the  cities,  I  eannot  w  ithhold  from  them  my  respect  in  regard 
hoth  to  science  and  i:;entlemanly  hahits.    And  as  an  individual,  deeply  inter- 
ested in   the.   rcMuoval   of  chronic   ailmcints,  1    f(>el  personally   ol)li'j;od   to 
them  lor   ahandoninir  the   beaten   trac'k  and   endeavoring  to  show  us  '•  a. 
more  excellent  way."     The   world  is  wide:   and  if  tjiey  can   relieve  hu- 
man woe  more  skilfully   than   ours(dves,  who  shall  retard    tlu'lr  protrress  ? 
One  tiling  is  certain — that   honuKopathy  is  on  its  final  trial.     It   has  se- 
cured advocates  enout:;!!,  both  amoni,^  the  physicians  and  laity,  thoroughly  to 
test  it.     iVothlnii;  can  jostle  it  off  the  course,  if  like  Abernethy,  Hamilton 
and  others,  Hahnemann   has   Introduced  solid    imj)rovements.     I   camiol 
jxo  into  the   sources  of  my  information   which  have  led  me  to  appreliend 
that  in  Europe  the  scheme  is  decidedly  on  the  wane,  and  at  least  station- 
ary here.     My  readers  need  not  he  told  that  it  has  lost  ground  greatly  in 
Europe.     It  has  rever  b(;en    received  in  America  with   so   much  popular 
favor  and  enthusiasm  as  the  simple  administration  of  rain  water,  conjoined 
with  proper  diet,  obtained   in    East   Hartford,  Conn.,  sonie  twenty  years 
ago,  under  the   auspices    of  the  Rain    Water  Doctor.     It  can   now 
scarcely- be  credited  that  this  exceedingly  illiterate  and   vulgar  man.  could 
be  literally  worshipped,  and  could  attract   dally  a   concourse  of  wagons 
and  vehicles  that  would  surpass  the  long  line  at  a  Connecticut  church  on 
the  Sabbath.     The   homoeopaths   have   done   substantial   service  to  their 
fellowmen  in  the  same  way.     If  there   be  anything  certain  in  dietetics,  it 
is  that  coffee,  to  many,  is  a  poison.    I  speak  from  careful  and  jirolonged  in- 
(juiry  of  invalids,  when   I  aver  that  four  filths   of  all  who   come   to   my 
oince  have  abandoned   coffee  from  Its  effect  on  themselves,  carefully   ex- 
amined.     These    physicians   have   completely   removed   coffee   and   tea 
from   the  tables  of  their   patients,  and   are   really  all   of  them  rain  water 
doctors.     If  to  this   we   add   the  improvement  of  the  diet  in  general,  the 
hopes  resulting  from  a  new  plan  of  medication,  the  ease  of  swallowing  the 
medicine,  its   curious  and    inviting  form,  its  alleged  ease  of  operation,  the 
effect  of  time  in  allowing  diseases  to  expire,  the  disuse  of  a  preceding,  ex- 
travagant  amount   of  medicines,  and  the  respt^ctability  of  the  men  them- 
selves ;  we  may  confidently  predict  the  continuance  of  homoeopadiy  for  a 
considerable  time  yet.    But  two  things  will  most  certainly  work  its  dow  id'all 
in  the  end.      Isi.  The  occasional  loss  of  an  acute  case,  which  the  friends 
will  not  fall  to  see  was  the  result  of  having   no   medicine,  for  such  in  fact 
is  the  infinitesimal  dosing  as   hitherto   adininistered.     Be  it   remembered, 
that  if  the  homoeopaths  are   giving  calomel,  antimony,  &ic.,  in  operative 
doses,  as  is  reported,  and  bleeding  occasionally,  then   the  end  of  Hahne- 
mannism  is  already  come.     2d.  The  cessation  of  detraction  and  invidious 
remarks  on  our  part,  which   are  always  perfectly  discernible   by   those 
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around  us,  and  allowing  tlieui  their  proper  and  just  position  as  fellcvv  la- 
borers, though  in  adjoining  fields,  for  the  great  and  benevolent  project  of 
healing  the  sick.  Sii-h  a  eoursti  will  not  only  exalt  the  regular  practi- 
tioner, but  disann  im  ;  iWends  of  the  liouia'opath  anil  allow  them  accu- 
rately to  appreciate  the  risk  they  run  by  permitting  diseases  as  they  rise, 
acut(^  and  chronic,  lu  progress  without  the  interference  of  active  and  re- 
sponsible medicine. 

One  word  about  HydropatJiy  before  I  close.  Vincent  Priessnitz, 
when  in  1616  he  plunged  his  crushed,  hot  finger  into  cold  water,  com- 
menced his  cold  water  speculations  and  practice.  In  1819,  when  his 
broken  rib  had  been  dressed,  bandaged  and  foniented  in  the  usual  way  by 
his  German  surgeon,  Priessnitz  amended  his  doings  by  laying  his  abdomen 
on  a  chair,  and  compressing  the  viscera  up,  against  the  inside  of  his  rib, 
restored  it  to  its  place  and  himself  to  ease.  Mis  treatment  of  his  finger 
led  him  to  swathe  his  chesi  in  cloths  wet  in  cold  water.  This  is  the  sim- 
ple origin  of  hydro-sudo-pathy.  In  18*29  he  opened  his  institution  at 
Gra^fenburg.  Since  then,  this  peasant  has  crowds  of  patients,  embracing 
counts,  dukes,  princes,  generals,  physicians,  &ic.  He  is  absolute.  None 
gainsay  his  dictates.  The  physician  who  casts  a  glance  at  the  frontis- 
piece of  the  "  Water  Cure  "  will  be  surprised  and  amused  at  the  multi- 
plex application  externally  of  cold  water.  The  amount  of  water  taken 
internally  each  day  is  about  16  half  })ints.  There  is  a  respectable  num- 
ber of  similar  institutions  in  Great  Britain,  and  a  few  in  America,  it  is, 
however,  a  matter  of  wonder  that  this  novelty  in  medicine  should  prosper 
so  little  here.  I  heard  a  gratuitous  lecture  in  New  York  the  past  winter, 
but  the  popular  impression  seemed  feeble.  The  tiutli  is,  none  but  a  man 
of  firm  health  and  nerve  should  undertake  to  drive  our  effeminate  invalids 
through  two  long  processes  daily  of  sweating  beneath  a  pile  of  feather- 
beds,  dience  to  take  a  plunge  in  a  cold  bath,  drinking  sixteen  tumbler^  of 
cold  water,  eating  cold  food,  and  spending  a  good  share  of  the  remainder 
of  die  day  with  wet  sheets  wrapped  around  the  abdomen.  There  is  an- 
other evil  which  may  greatly  conflict  with  the  impatience  of  our  country- 
men, namely,  that  the  invalids  must  grow  worse  four  or  five  weeks  before 
convalescence  fairly  commences.  The  scheme  can  never  prosper  here, 
unless  some  commanding  and  determined  man  shall  take  the  supervision, 
and  even  then  its  continuance  and  prosperity  cannot  be  enduring. 

It  was  my  original  design,  Mr.  Editor,  when  commencing  these  stric- 
tures on  chronic  diseases,  after  enumerating  some  of  the  most  prominent 
plans  sustained  by  individuals,  to  conclude  with  an  inquiry  into  the  most 
approved  processes  within  our  own  ranks.  1  have  some  facilities  for  as- 
certaining the  approved  modes  of  medication,  the  remedies  most  relied 
on  by  our  best  physicians,  and  their  regimen,  resulting  from  a  particular 
investigation  of  each  case  that  comes  to  my  office,  and  recording  the  same 
in  case-books  for  a  series  of  seven  years.  From  these  the  outline  of 
practice  at  present  prevailing  could  be  arranged.  But  with  these  facili- 
ties there  are  obstacles  suflJicient  to  outweigh  them.  Invalids  who  apply 
to  me  for  counsel,  come  with  the  main  design  of  using  the  waters  inter- 
nally and  externally,  and  expect  only  directions   as  to  the  choice  of  the 
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spriiiL;",  maimer  ol  (IrmkiiiL:;  and  halhlni;,  lO!!;ctlicr  wilh  siif-li  auxiliary 
ino{rK'in(\s  as  \\\\\y  appear  ncccssan-.  in  ;i  majonfy  of  casris^  llic,  wiiolti 
riire  is  ticc()m})lisluMl  wilhoiit  any  adjuvants  wliaUncr.  From  these  cir- 
cumstances, and  tVom  the  fact  that  I  have  ahxrady  picsnmcd  i^n'cally  on  Lfie 
|)ati(Mice  ol"  yonrscll"  and  your  readers,  I  defer  any  Iwither  it-marks,  hof;- 
in^  that  some  one  w  ho  feds  a  (l(>ep  interest  in  the  treutmciit  oi"  clironic 
diseases,  and  has  enhivated  tliat  de))artment  paiticuhuly — nay,  that  many 
will  enli'^t  their  lahors  in  your  Journal  for  the  better  cultivation  of  tins 
important  hut  nei^lected  field.  Respectfully, 

Saratoifa  Springs,  April  SO,  1845.  M.   \j.  North. 
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[Commiinicatrd  .for  the    Boston   Medical   and    Surcical   Jcmrna!.] 

MrcH  has  been  said  and  written  on  the  subject  of  Medical  Reform  ; 
much  has  been  intended  and  attempted,  but  little  achieved.  At  one  lo- 
cality, the  well-informed  of  the  profession  have  implored  and  obtained 
le!:;islativ(»  aid  ;  at  another,  an  attempt  has  been  made  to  render  the  com- 
munity more  intellectual,  that  those  who  compose  it  might  be  enabled  to 
apprehend  the  difference  between  professional  ability  and  empirical  pre- 
sumption ;  while  at  another,  the  empirics  and  people  have  been,  and  are, 
left  to  their  own  course — the  physicians  resting  content  in  the  hope  that 
''  wisdom  will  be  learnt  from  experience,"  or  that  ''  audacity  will  work 
out  its  own  reward." 

Lecturers  have  denounced,  and  journals  have  thrown  open  their  pages 
to  expose,  the  insidiousness  of  the  bold  pretenders,  who  degrade  the  dig- 
nity of  a  profession,  mar  the  peace  and  well  being  of  individuals,  and 
prevent  that  repose  of  confidence  in  the  good  effects  of  medicine,  which 
would  otherwise  be  ensured  by  well-informed  and  respectable  practition- 
ers. About  1780  VicEssiMus  Knox  wrote,  for  the  purpose  of  correct- 
ing this  evil  ;  and  in  the  Medico-Chirurgical  Review  for  June,  18'2l,  and 
succeeding  numbers,  we  find  the  Editor  "  defraying,  at  his  own  expense, 
eiirht  pages  of  closely  printed  letter-press,  as  a  medical  Argus,  to  keep  a 
watchful  eye  on  die  interest  and  respectability  of  the  profession,  and  le- 
gitimately to  criticize  such  deviations  from  the  line  of  rectitude,  sound 
science,  &tc.,  as  might  occur  in  men  or  books  "  :  and  yet,  alas  !  the  same 
evil  exists,  the  same  causes  call  for  the  interference  of  journalists.  Argus 
JNo.  1  has  not  delineated,  nor  is  it  believed  that  in  the  '•  oration  pro- 
nounced by  Prof.  Richerand,  of  Paris,"  to  which  he  refers,  was  drawn 
such  a  humiliating  picture  of  the  profession  as  in  truth  exists  w  1th  us,  at 
this  day.  How  it  is  in  the  Nortliern  and  Eastern  States,  w  here  the  popu- 
lation is  more  dense,  and  upon  presumption  more  Intelligent,  those  who  have 
never  visited  there  cannot  judge  ;  but  in  this  portion  of  our  country  sel- 
dom are  the  ordinary  principles  of  politeness  observed  by  medical  practi- 
tioners, and  '•  too  many  make  it  their  sole  line  of  policy  to  ingratiate 
themselves  with  the  public  and  their  patients,  at  the  expense  of  their  co- 
temporaries  in  the  same  profession." 
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Steam  iloctors  arc  of  but  little  iroublt!  to  t!ie  communities,  and  a  source 
of  but  little  vexation  to  tbe  faculty.  True,  there  are  some — but  they  are 
few,  and  but  seldom  entrusted  with  the  care  of  tlie  sick.  Those  wiio 
have  furnished  the  mat  nials  for  this  paper  are  professed  m(Mnbers  of 
tiie  regular  medical  fiiiernity,  and  believe  i^reatly  in  the  efficacy  of  calo- 
mel, bloodlettim^,  &:r. — though  their  faith  is  occasionally  shaken,  if  we 
judge  from  the  language  of  that  one  of  their  number  who  "  had  a  pa- 
tient, a  rich  man  that  liwd  in  that  big  brickhouse,  just  over  tbe  way 
there,  lie  took  the  fever,  and  1  purged  liim  with  calomel  and  bled  him 
every  day  for  five  days,  and  yet  he  died  with  typhoid  symptoms." 

The  practice  of  another,  who  is  yet  living,  and  engaged  in  the  dis- 
charge of  his  arduous  professional  duties,  not  one  hundred  miles  from  this 
point,  furnishes  the  best  conceivable  argument  of  the  ])ositive  indivisible- 
ness  of  practical  medicine  and  surgery.  A  patient,  which  ho  treat- 
ed for  the  fever,  upon  leaving  bed  had  a  considerable  swelling  of  tbe 
leg  and  foot,  which  she  (for  the  patient  was  a  woman)  considered  as  ne- 
cessary to  the  complete  recovery  of  her  health,  for  '•  the  doctor"  told  her 
-'  it  was  the  fever  leaving  her  that  way."  After  a  time,  the  swelling  still 
remaining,  but  confined  to  her  feet,  he  declared  it  ''  impossible  for  the 
fever  to  get  out  "  without  the  loss  of  her  toes  ;  w  hich  appendages  he 
amputated  with,  in  his  own  opinion,  great  surgical  skill  and  despatch. 

The  prescriptions  of  the  great  Mott  are  not  so  perfect,  but  that  a 
practitioner  may  occasionally  be  found  who  is  able  to  improve  them  ;  as, 
for  example,  ''  Dr.  xMott  recommends  smoking  a  pipe  for  bronchitis,  and 
I  would  add  a  pipe  with  a  long  stem," — and  the  improvement  is  enforced 
with  an  argument  which  must  carry  conviction  of  its  importance  to  the 
minds  of  all  others,  as  well  as  the  distinguished  professor  himself — "  and 
for  this  reason,  the  smoke  in  passing  through  the  stem  will  mix  with  the 
oil  on  the  sides  and  become  more  medicinal." 

The  most  distinguished  medical  lexicographer  is  challenged  to  deliver 
an  opinion  with  more  technical  precision,  than  "the  doctor"  who 
teaches  us  that  •'  a  bruise-?Li\c  upon  the  shin-dlic  is  very  apt  to  produce 
a  spasm-'ddlc  ;"  and  that  '"  the  modus  operandi  of  an  anedemical  prepa- 
ration is  very  mitigating  to  a  morbid  stomic." 

Nor  is  it  hard  for  some  of  them  to  account  for  the  non-success  of 
treatment,  when  '•  consumption  and  sore  tbroat,  inflammation  of  the 
bowels  and  congestion  of  the  Ih^r,  erasipelas  and  fever,"  all  combine, 
at  the  same  time,  for  the  destruction  of  one  poor  human  being  ;  and  as 
readily  is  the  cause  of  the  onset  of  an  unpleasant  symptom  divulged,  as 
we  may  learn,  when  we  are  told  of  that  patient,  "  in  whose  case  re-action 
of  the  disease  and  re-action  of  the  medicine  ockuning  at  the  same  mo- 
ment, come  very  near  blowing  out  his  brains." 

And  the  knowledge  of  anatomy  with  these  Is  quite  extensive  and  pro- 
found, though  it  is  not  presumed  that  "  the  doctor "  who  applied  the 
blister  upon  the  abdomen,  will  ever  be  permitted  to  j-yerform  the  duties  of 
a  demonstrator,  or  fill  the  chair  of  professor  of  anatomy  in  a  medical 
school.  He  did  apply  the  blister  upon  what  he  conceived  to  be  the 
a  b — placing  it  across  the   buttocks,  and  with  great  care,  that  its  action 
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upon  tho  dough-men  ini^lit  not  l)e  picvcnlcd.  After  a  time  iIk;  plaster 
was  removed,  and  the  parts  to  which  it  liad  he(.'n  a|)phed,  as  well  as  tho 
freces  which  the  patient  had  passed,  were  sul)jecled  to  a  close  examina- 
tion hy  "  tho  doctor,"  wlio  sagely  declared  that  "  the  blister  had  done 
very  w(^ll  upon  the  ah — hot  upon  the  dough-men  didn't  do  at  all." 

How  much  we  learn  Irom  that  doctor  who  in  attempting  to  examine 
the  puls(>  at  the  wrist,  declared  that  "the  nerves  rose  so  high,  and  shot  vj) 
sOj  1  could  hardly  feel  it !"  and  how  much  we  owe  to  him  who  made  the 
profound  discovery  that  "the  return  of  the  menstrual  flux  d(>pended  upon 
the  rareficalion  of  the  zodiac  !" 

Can  the  spirit  of  Hi])pocrates,  of  ^sculapius,  of  Sydenham,  rest  in 
peace,  \\hvn  the  calling  w  hich  tliey  attempted  to  elevate  is  thus  debased 
— when  ])hilanthropy  is  thus  scofled,  intelligence  thus  shamed,  humanity 
thus  shocked  ?  East  Tennessee. 

April  14,  1845. 

[Our  Tennessee  correspondent  has  drawn  a  picture  of  the  state  of 
medical  education  in  that  ])ortion  of  the  country,  which  we  are  sure  will  not 
generally  apply  to  the  profession  there,  and  which  it  is  to  be  hoped  is  too 
highly  colored  for  any  but  the  particular  cases  to  which  he  alludes.  These, 
as  the  writer  (a  professional  gentleman  in  good  standing)  informs  us  in  a 
letter,  are  correctly  reported,  and  are  melancholy  and  shameful  instances 
of  ignorance  and  quackery  among  medical  men. — Ed.] 


BANDAGING  IN   CASES  OF  WOUNDED   ARTERIES. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Dear  Sir, — I  find  but  comparatively  few  strictures  upon  the  various 
interesting  articles  in  your  valuable  Journal,  either  in  commendation  or 
the  contrary  ;  and  I  have  sometimes  felt  not  a  little  surprised  and  disap* 
pointed  at  their  omission.  There  is  one,  however,  from  Dr.  Nelson,  of 
Montreal,  Canada,  from  whicb  1  feel  it  a  duty  not  to  withhold  my  ap- 
probation. It  is  the  first  article  in  your  No.  of  April  16th,  1845,  and 
relates  to  "  Accidental  Wounds  of  the  Bloodvessels."  The  treatment 
consists  of  swathing  the  limb  both  above  and  below  the  incision,  with  a 
very  long  but  narrow  bandage — and  which  completely  succeeded,  even 
when  the  femoral  artery  was  divided  with  an  axe  !  Thus  was  the  pain- 
Ril  and  hazardous  operation  of  cutting  down,  taking  up,  and  tying,  the 
artery,  entirely  dispensed  with  ! 

This  method,  pursued  by  the  doctor,  strikes  me  as  a  very  great  and 
very  important  improvement  in  surgical  practice ;  and  the  more  to  be  ap- 
plauded, when  we  consider  the  frequency  of  the  cases  to  which  it  is  ap- 
plicable. Some  yeai*s  since,  a  very  eminent  surgeon  of  my  particular  ac- 
quaintance, was  very  much  surprised  at  the  complete  recovery  of  one  of 
bis  patients  in  whom  he  was  constrained  to  trust  to  a  similar  practice.  The 
case  was  that  of  a  lad  who  had  accidentally  divided  the  brachial  artery. 
He  was  the  son  of  a  gentleman  of  high  standing,  who  absolutely  refused 
to  have  the  doctor's  plan,  of  cutting  down  and  securing  the  artery,  per- 
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formed.  He  was,  tlieretore,  ohlimnl  to  trust  to  svvalirmi^  uiul  coiniJiession, 
and  his  patient  entirely  recovered  without  any  untoward  or  disaj^reeable 
eccurrence  whatever.  My  friend,  the  surgeon,  was  very  rnueh  surprised 
tt  the  resuh,  which  he  called  a  case  of  ''^spontaneous  cure  of  aneurism.^  ^ 
But  whether  he  ever  published  it,  as  he  told  me  that  it  was  his  intention 
to  do,  1  am  unable  to  say. 

Some  years  afterwards,  1  was  called  to  a  man  of  some  standing  in  so- 
ciety, and  who  owned  and  lived  in  the  house  of  one  of  the  former  governors 
of  this  State,  then  deceased.  Fmm  some  [)ecuniary  disasters,  he  had  be- 
come partially  insane,  and  attempted  suicide  by  throwing  himself  into  a 
well.  Not  succeeding;  in  this,  by  his  being  timely  extricated,  he  made  an 
attempt  to  bleed  himself  to  death  by  choppini;  off  one  of  his  hands  with 
an  axe.  He  struck  the  edge  of  it  into  the  wrist  of  his  left  arm  near  the 
place  where  we  usually  feel  the  pulse.  But  as  he  did  not  succeed  in  the 
amputation  by  the  first  blow,  he  was  seen  and  prevented  from  doing  him- 
self further  injury.  Ht;  however  cut  off  the  radial  artery,  and  all  tlie  soft 
parts  to  the  bone.  When  I  arrived,  1  found  the  part  held  together  and 
the  surrounding  parts  firmly  compressed  by  a  strong  and  determined 
friend  of  the  family.  As  he  had  stopped  the  hemorrhage  by  this  com- 
pression, and  as  it  did  not  return  in  any  considerable  degree  \\  hen  he 
loosened  his  hold,  1  determined  to  trust  to  bandaij-inij:  the  limb  and  brinfj- 
ing  the  parts  together  with  compressing  and  dressing  the  wound.  The 
loss  of  blood  might  have  had  a  lavorable  effect  upon  his  mania,  as  he  did 
not  afterward^  attempt  self-destruction.  The  hemorrhage  never  returned. 
The  incision  liealed  by  the  first  intention,  and  his  recovery  was  speedy 
and  complete. 

Among  the  variety  of  interesting,  instructive  and  entertaining  articles, 
with  which  your  Journal  is  w  eekly  fraught,  1  have  been  myself  very  much 
delighted  with  Dr.  Tabor's  Historical  Sketches  of  Tobacco.  1  think 
the  doctor  deserves  the  thanks  of  the  profession  for  the  able,  useful  and 
scientific  manner  in  which  he  has  treated  the  subject. 

I  remain  as  ever.  Sir,  your  most  ob't, 
Lebanon,  Conn.,  April,  1S45.  Joseph  Comstock,  JM.D. 


ATROPHY  OF  THE    LEbV   LUNG. 

By  Lafayette    Perkins,  M.D.,  Farmington,  Maine. 
[Commimicated   lor   the  Ho.slon    Medical    and   Snrujical   .Joiiniiil.) 

Mrs.  Armsby,  aged  about  60,  widow^  of  N.  Armsby,  Esq.,  of  P^uniing- 
ton,  deceased  at  Bloomfield,  July  25th,  1844.  She  was  conveyed  to 
this  town  with  care,  and  by  request  an  examination  took  place  at  the 
dwelling  house  of  her  relative,  Dr.  Phillips,  24  hours  after  her  decease. 

Although  the  morbid  appearances  gave  evidence  of  a  disease  of  long 
standing  of  the  left  lung  and  pleura,  yet  it  is  understood  that  she  had  but 
little  morbid  expectoration  or  cough,  and  w^lth  the  exception  of  a  sickness 
some  tliue  in  1841,  and  once  about  a  year  before  her  decease,  at  which 
time  she  was   under  the  care  of  her  relative,  Dr.  Crosswell,  of  Mercer, 
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slic  appeared  to  cnjov  lolcrahlc  i^ood  hcaltli,  iiirllnin^  ratluTto  llic  emhou- 
yolnt,  and  without  any  marked  or  wcll-dc.rincd  disease  ol  the  chest  until 
Iier  last  sickness  and  a  lew  weeks  before  lier  death.  'J'his  cas(3  may  be 
interestint,^  to  most  pri\ale  practitioners,  on  account  of  ihe  pccuharities  of 
tlie  morbid  state  of  tlie  huiij;  and  pleura,  and  the  comparatively  silent 
manner  in  which  the  disease  had  progressed.  She  had  th(^  oj)eration  ol 
paracentesis  thoracis  for  dropsy  of  the  left  side  performed  at  ]5Ioomficld 
by  Dr.  Bates,  of  New  York,  in  her  last  sickness,  with  some  relic^f. 

External  view. — Skin  fair,  emaciation  not  rf^markable,  some  very  l)lack, 
well-delined,  round  spots,  about  the  size  of  a  ten  cent  piece  (not  elevated) 
on  the  back  of  the  neck  and  shoulders,  apparently  different  from  those 
caused  by  the  settling  of  the  blood  in  depending  parts.  Left  side  of  the 
chest  some  flattened  anteriorly,  sound  dull  on  percussion,  fluctuation  not 
perceptible. 

Section  over  sternum — parietes  dissected  back.  Sterno-costal  cartilages 
on  the  left  side  some  flattened,  semi-os^ified,  and  very  hard  to  cut,  while 
those  on  the  right  were  normal  and  cut  with  ease.  On  raising  the  ster- 
num, adhesions  of  the  mediastinum  strong.  Left  side  of  the  chest  full  of 
serous  fluid  of  a  bloody  tinge,  in  whicli  floated  numerous  ragged  flocculi 
of  yellowish  color,  having  the  appearance  of  dissolved  lung  or  mem- 
brane (talse  membrane  ?).  The  fluid  having  been  discharged,  the 
cavity  of  the  left  side  of  the  chest  appeared  entirely  empty,  and  destitute 
of  any  lung  in  situ.  All  the  lining  membrane  on  this  side  was  rough, 
thickened  and  nearly  as  black  as  ink,  the  shade  or  green  very  slight  ;  odor 
not  offensive.  Was  this  a  specimen  of  melanosis  ?  See  Laennec,  p.  413  ; 
Bigelow's  Hall,  p.  175  and  176.  Pericardium  thickened  on  its  left  side, 
its  upper  part  being  about  half  an  inch  in  the  thickest  part,  and  of  a  scir- 
rhous hardness.  It  contained  about  four  ounces  of  water  of  a  red  tinge. 
Its  internal  coat  was  slightly  inflamed,  and  a  blush  of  inflammation  was 
observed  on  the  commencement  of  the  arch  of  the  aorta,  apparently  re- 
cent, and  which  did  not  extend  on  to  the  heart.  Heart  normal,  excepting 
some  atrophy,  particularly  of  the  right  ventricle  ;  internally,  valves,  he, 
free  from  any  change. 

Right  lung  large,  filling  the  chest  on  its  side,  or  nearly  so,  free  from 
tubercles,  and,  as  well  as  the  pleura,  free  from  inflammation  and  appa- 
rendy  normal.  Quite  a  contrast  between  the  membranes  on  this  side  and 
those  of  the  left ;  these  of  the  natural  color,  those  black  and  rough. 

On  ])assing  the  hand  down  to  the  root  of  the  lung  of  the  left  side,  a 
hardened  substance  was  felt,  as  if  it  were  a  tumor.  Removed  the  heart 
and  lung?  from  the  cliest  for  better  examination.  Said  hardened  sub- 
stance proved  to  be  the  left  lung  condensed  to  the  size  of  the  palm  of 
the  hand,  thin  at  its  edges,  and  about  an  inch  in  the  thickest  part,  united 
firmly  with  the  posterior  mediastinum,  and  slightly  at  its  upper  edge  with 
the  pleura  costalis  on  the  interior  of  the  first  and  s(?cond  nbs.  Substance, 
dark  and  of  a  greyish  aspect,  of  a  hard  inelastic  structure,  void  of  air 
cells  or  tubes,  of  a  tubercular  or  granular  feel,  and  atrophied  to  a  mere 
cake,  very  much  as  described  by  Gross  in  his  Pathology,  Vol.  II.  p.  69. 
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Looked  in  upon  the  liver  and  stomach  ;  there  being  no  appearance  of 
disease,  abdominal  exploration  was  not  proceeded  with. 

I  w^ould,  en  passant,  observ  e  that  there  were  considerable  remains  of  the 
thymus  gland,  which  is  said  sometimes  to  remain  late  in  life.  This  is  the 
fii'st  time  that  it  happened  to  I'all  under  my  notice  in  the  adult. 


SURGICAL   0PERATI(3NS   WITHOUT   PAIN. 

Mr.  JouiiNALiST, — The  communication  from  "  O."  in  your  No.  for 
April  ^23d,  reminds  me  of  the  following  statement  by  Dr.  Paine,  contain- 
ed in  tlie  March  No.  of  the  New  York  Medical  Journal  and  which 
should  be  recorded  in  connection  with  Dr.  Doane's  certificate  of  the 
"  high  character  of  Dr.  Bodinier"  published  in  the  Boston  Journal,  No. 
i26.  Vol.  XXXI.  This,  with  Dr.  D.'s  and  "  O."  's  communications, 
inay  serve  as  the  Ibundation  of  a  "  ballad  "  worth  "  buying." 

Say  to  ••  O."  that  I  am  much  obliged  to  him  for  his  respectful  notice 
ol  mysell,  and  for  naming  me  among  the  "  five  or  six  honest  wives  that 
were  present."  Respectfully  yours, 

April,  IS  15.  '-John  Nokes,  of  Texas." 

••  Mu.  Editor. —  Dear  Sir, — In  a  letter  of  the  11th  inst.,  addressed  to 
myselt,  you  desire  me  to  state  what  I  witnessed  of  the  firmness  of  a 
young  gentleman,  upon  whom  the  operation  of  exsection  of  the  inferior 
maxillaiy  bone  was  performed  by  Professor  Mott,  '  and  the  reflections  to 
w  hich  it  gave  rise,  as  bearing  on  tlie  subject  of  alleged  surgical  opera- 
tions without  pain  in  the  mesmeric  state.' 

"  The  case  to  which  you  refer  is  briefly  reported  in  the  January  No. 
of  th-3  Nev/  York  Journal  of  Medicine,  by  some  pei"son,  who,  like  my- 
sell, was  j)resent  at  the  operation.  The  subject  is  there  stated  to  have 
been  '  a  fine  intelligent  young  man,  whose  heroic  deportment  greatly  fa- 
cilitated the  operation.' 

''  Perhaps  it  is  enough  that  1  should  have  quoted  the  expressive  lan- 
guage of  one,  who  a[)pears  to  have  looked  on  with  the  same  admiration 
as  myself;  though  tliese  examples  of  *  heroic  deportment '  are  common 
enough  in  the  walks  of  surgery,  especially  among  females;  and  that,  too, 
without  mesmeric  imposture.  The  same  eminent  surgeon,  who  operated 
in  the  case  which  is  the  subject  of  these  remarks,  will  tell  you  that  he 
has  extirpated  many  breasts,  rendered  highly  sensitive  by  carcinomatous 
disease,  without  observing  any  evidence  of  ])ain.  But  there  was  some- 
thing in  the  case  of  Mr.  Baker,  which  certainly  belter  deserved  the  en- 
comium of  '  hei'oic,'  than  anvthing  I  had  ever  before  seen  or  heard  of, 
or  even  imagined  as  within  the  compass  of  human  fortitude. 

'•  This  case,  therefore,  is  interesting  at  this  moment,  as  evincing  a  per- 
l^ct  capability  of  enduring  the  most  intense,  and  sudden,  and  prolonged 
pain,  without  emotion,  and  as  Ibrming  a  test  by  which  '  the  subject  of 
alleged  surgical  operations  without  pain  in  the  mesmeric  state,'  will  re- 
ceive the  explanation  which  you  seek. 

"  The  case  is   also  physiological) r  interesting,  and  interprets   the  com- 
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posure  of  those  oririiiiic  inovciMcjits,  under  similar  conditions,  which  lias 
been  set  forth  in  behalf  of  animid  magnetism. 

"  To  a])j)reciate  -properly  tlui  '  heroic  (l(!porlment '  of  youn<;  Baker, 
you  must  ima<j:in(3  yourself  to  have  been  a  .spectator;  follow  the  able 
suri!;(H)n  in  all  the  capital  steeps,  and  in  all  th(i  minor  details  of  the  ope- 
ration, and  watch  allentively  the  '  deportment'  of  the  subject,  lie  was 
laid  al  a  conveniiMit  elevation  upon  a  table,  his  feet  crossed  upon  each 
otluM-.  and  his  hands  lapped.  1  mention  this  position,  because  he  did  not 
move  his  feet  nor  displace  his  hands  durinu;  the  operation. 

"  Now  observe  the  ojierator  ;  first,  making  a  long  and  deep  incision 
amonirst  the  muscles  of  the  neck,  and  then  tearing  his  way  down  to  the 
carotid  artery,  and  throwing  and  tying  the  ligature.  It  was,  in  itself,  one 
of  the  most  capital  operations  in  surgery ;  but,  owing  to  the  dexterity 
with  which  it  was  perfonned,  and  with  an  operation  still  before  us  far 
more  difticult,  and  tedious,  and  dangerous,  tliis  grand  step  towards  the 
(^xsection  of  the  jaw  lost  much  ol"  its  usual  interest  to  the  spectator. 
But  it  wasnot  the  less  jjainful  to  the  sufferer;  who,  however,  sustained 
it  without  betraying  the  slightest  evidence  of  ]iain. 

*''  Next  came  the  circular  incision,  reaching  all  the  way  from  the  joint 
of  the  maxillary  bone,  down  along  its  lower  edge,  up  to  the  middle  of 
the  chin.  This  was  done  by  one  rapid,  Immense  sweep  of  the  knife; 
but  there  remained  the  same  imperturbable  composure  of  the  j)atient. 
Not  a  sigh,  not  a  groan  escaped,  no  muscle  moved — the  very  eye  did  not 
wink.  And  then  followed,  as  you  may  well  suppose,  a  prolonged,  tedious, 
painful  dissection.  In  which  it  became  necessary  to  exasperate  the  suffer- 
ing by  securing  many  bleeding  vessels  ;  till,  finally,  the  operator  was 
ready  for  his  saw\  But  nothing  had  yet  happened  to  elicit  a  single  mani- 
festation that  the  patient  was  not  In  a  profound  slumber,  excepting  that 
his  eyes  were  open,  and  that  he  occasionally  sw  allowed. 

''  But,  before  sawing  the  bone  at  the  middle  of  the  chin.  It  was  neces- 
sary to  remove  one  of  the  incisor  teedi,  and  this  was  so  firmly  rooted  that 
a  straight  forceps  slipped  in  the  hand  of  a  capable  assistant.  Anodier 
l)ull,  howMwer,  brought  with  it  the  tooth  ;  but  in  neither  attempt  was  there 
any  more  indication  of  sufFering  than  in  drawing  a  nail  from  a  board. 

''  Then  came  the  process  of  sawing,  and  this  w^as  calculated  greatly 
to  annoy  the  patient  from  a  slight  accident  which  happened  to  the  saw, 
and  which  prolonged  this  part  of  the  operation.  Still,  however,  the  same 
*'  heroic  deportment '  distinguished  the  patient  forbearance  of  the  sufierer, 
the  same  unexampled  complacency  continued  to  mark  every  lineament 
of  his  face,  his  very  eye  displaying  nothing  but  gendeness,  softness  and 
calm  resignation. 

"  The  bone  being  separated  at  the  chin,  the  dissection  was  resumed 
amongst  the  important  parts,  and  though  conducted  with  all  possible  skill 
and  rapiditv.  it  was  necessarily  tedious,  as  well  as  hopelessly  painful,  and 
therefore,  still  calculated  to  try  the  firmness  of  die  stoutest  heart.  A  great 
extent  of  all  kinds  of  tissues  wei-e  divided,  and,  of  course,  no  small  pro- 
portion of  rierves.  Bleeding  vessels  continued  to  be  secured,  the  difficult 
division  of  the  articulating  ligaments    performed   with  as  much  facility  as 
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its  difficulties  would  admit ;  and  after  the  removal  of  the  jaw,  remaining 
portions  of  diseased  muscle,  &:c.,  were  cut  away,  and  which  tended  not  a 
little  to  embarrass  that  '  heroic  deportment '  which  had  marked  every 
stai^e  o(  this  great  and  triiim[)hant  operation.  From  its  beginning  to  its 
ending,  which  occupied  an  hour  and  a  liall"  alter  the  lirst  incision  till  the 
final  extirpation  of  all  the  diseased  mass,  the  sutferer  did  not  manifest  the 
slightest  evidence  of  pain,  or  of  impatience,  or  of  fatigue,  either  by  lan- 
guage, gestiu'e,  expression  of  countenance,  winking,  groaning,  sighing,  or 
any  other  imaginable  method  by  which  the  mesinerite  might  be  disposed 
to  evade  the  overwhelming  rebuke  which  the  recital  of  this  case  cannot 
fail  to  indict  on  his  love  of  the  marvellous,  or  his  love  of  mischief,  or  his 
yet  more  culpable  designs  on  human  credulity. 

"  1  have  said  that  there  was  something  physiologically  interesting  in  the 
foregoing  case  beyond  its  simple  merit  of  an  '  heroic  deportment,'  and  that 
It  goes  to  the  very  depths  of  mesmeric  assurance  and  duplicity.  It  was 
this  :  — 

''  On  feeling  the  pulse  of  the  patient  twice  during  the  operation  (the 
last  time  after  the  lapse  of  an  hour),  I  found  it  calm,  undisturbed,  and 
with  about  the  same  frequency  it  had  before  the  operation  was  begun.  This 
proves  to  us  what  [  have  before  expressed,  that  it  is  not  pain,  but  the 
consequent  mental  emotions  which  affect  the  organs  of  circulation, 
whether  the  heart  or  bloodvessels. 

'•  Thus  ended  an  operation,  unequalled  in  the  annals  of  surgery  ;  alike 
triumphant  to  the  surgeon,  to  American  Genius,  to  the  admirable  subject, 
to  the  cause  of  truth,  of  morality,  and  of  sound  religion. 

''  If  you  desire  it* you  may  publish  the  foregoing  statement,  to  which  I 
should  add  some  comments  had  I  not  already  contributed  my  part,  in  a 
medical  work,  towards  the  suppression  of  one  of  the  greatest  nuisances 
that  has  yet  infected  the  moral  and  reflecting  part  of  the  community.  I 
have,  however,  some  developments  in  reserve,  which  will  probably  see 
the  light  when  the  parties  interested  may  be  beyond  the  reach  of  greater 
reproof  or  mortification. 

"  I  remain,  very  truly,  your  friend  and  ob't  serv't, 

"  Ne-w  York,  Feb.  14,  1845.  Martyn  Paine." 


PARALYSIS    OF   THE    INTKSTINES— OBSTINATE    CONSTIPATION     OF 

THE   BOWELS. 

Dr.  Waller  related  to  the  Medical  Society  of  London,  the  case  of 
a  gentleman  exceedingly  corpulent,  and  46  years  of  age,  the  subject,  for 
a  long  period,  of  very  large  irreducible  hernia — possibly,  indeed,  con- 
genital. He  had  been  the  subject  of  constipation  on  several  occasions, 
attended  with  great  pain  in  the  hernia,  which  symptoms,  however,  usually 
gave  way  under  the  employment  of  rest  and  mild  aperients.  He  was  in 
the  habit  of  taking  "  anti-bilious  pills,"  and  on  the  morning  of  the  27th 
of  November  last,  he  took  two  of  these,  was  freely  purged  on  the  28th, 
and  on  the  '29th  pursued  his  usual  avocation  as  a  shop-keeper ;  but  in 
the  afternoon  of  that  day  was  seized  with  a  violent,  apparently  spasmodic, 
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]);ilii  ill  the  .slonmrli  and  alxloinen.  ThcM'o  wc-rc  intermissions  of  ])ain, 
but  m'cat  inconvcnirncc  from  lynipanitic  distention  of  the  stoniaeli.  lie 
was  iVee  lioni  lexer,  (.'alonicl  and  opium,  followed  by  a  saliiu!  purgative, 
were  administiM'ed,  but  without  relief.  An  enema,  and  subse(ju(Mitly  cas- 
tor oil,  were  ,u;iven,  witli  tiie  eli'uct  of  brin^in^^  away  a  f(jw  seyljala3,  but 
otherwise  without  benefit.  He  was  afllicted  with  frecjuent  vomiting,  tlio 
matters  (^jtu-led  hvh*^  the  fluids  swallowed,  and  thick  ropy  mucus.  The 
liernia  was  examined,  and  was  without  pain,  and  less,  instead  of  lari,a,'r, 
as  in  previous  attacks.  Various  purgatives  were  given  without  benefit, 
hut  a  terebinthinate  injection  was  returned  with  much  force,  and  accom- 
|iani(Hl  with  flatus,  but  no  fa3culent  discharge  followed.  On  the  next  day, 
the  30lh,  he  was  in  the  same  condition  ;  there  was,  however,  some  un- 
easin(\ss  of  the  abdomen,  not  amounting  to  pain.  He  was  bled  to  eight 
ounces,  as  a  matter  of  precaution,  and  afterwards  placed  in  a  warm 
hath.  He  remained  the  same  on  the  1st  of  December,  and  Mr.  Solly 
w  as  requested  to  see  him.  This  gentleman  agreed  in  opinion  with  Dr. 
Waller,  and  considered  that,  although  the  ^e«crrt/ symptoms  were  those 
of  strangulation,  yet  the  local  condition  of  the  hernia  did  not  warrant  an 
opi'ration.  A  few  leeches  were  applied  over  the  hernia,  and  calomel 
and  opium  given  internally,  and  also  an  injection  of  turpentine,  with  the 
addition  of  tincture  of  assaf(jetida.  No  relief  followed,  and  the  next  day 
twenty  leeches  were  applied  to  the  abdomen.  The  matter  vomited  in 
the  fore  part  of  this  day  on  one  occasion  appeared  stercoraceous.  In  the 
evening  vomiting  ceased,  and  a  drastic  purgative  of  scammony,  calomel 
and  gamboge,  was  administered.  No  relief  followed,  snd  the  feeling  of 
distention  became  most  distressing  ;  the  operation  of  opening  the  hernial 
sac  was  determined  upon,  and  Mr.  Solly  performed  the  operation. 

On  opening  the  sac,  a  large  piece  of  omentum,  loaded  with  fat,  pro- 
truded itself;  behind  this  there  was  a  large  portion  of  colon,  of  healthy 
appearance,  slightly  darker  than  another  portion  subsequently  discovered, 
which  was  situated  behind  it,  but  neither  presenting  any  appearance  of 
strangulation.  The  omentum  was  adherent  in  many  parts,  and  greatly 
thickened,  so  that  it  was  found  necessary  to  remove  a  portion,  which 
weighed  twelve  ounces  and  a  half  After  much  difficulty  the  gut  w  as 
returned,  Mr.  Solly  having  previously  divided  a  few  fibres  of  the  abdo- 
minal ring.  No  portion  of  the  exposed  intestine  appeared  to  have  been 
injured,  and,  in  fact,  no  stricture  w^as  discovered  ;  the  wound  was  then 
dressed  in  the  usual  manner.  For  a  short  time  afterwards  the  patient  ap- 
peared a  little  easier,  but,  on  watching  him  through  the  day.  it  was  evi- 
dent he  was  no  belter.  As  there  were  no  symptoms  of  inflammation, 
however,  it  was  still  thought  there  was  a  chance  of  his  recovering. 
Whilst  consulting  on  the  propriety  of  administering  a  drastic  purgative, 
they  were  summoned  to  his  bed-side,  and  ascertained  that  a  very  slight 
evacuation  had  taken  place.  This,  however,  produced  no  lelief;  he 
gradually  got  worse,  and  symptoms  of  ra|iid  sinking  manifested  them- 
selves ;  vomiting  of  a  large  quantity  of  dark-colonnl  fluid  becauK^  inces- 
sant ;  distention  increased,  anrl  at  half  past  7,  A.  M.,  4th  December,  he 
died,  a  small  fluid  motion  having  passed  an  hour  and  a  half  previously. 
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On  examination  of  the  body  after  death,  no  traces  of  disease  mani- 
fested themselves.  Tlie  liernial  sac  was  perfectly  em[)ty,  and  there  was 
no  appearance  of  peritoneal  InHamniation.  The  whole  of  the  small 
intestines,  caecum,  and  the  greater  portion  of  the  transverse  arch  of  the 
colon,  were  enormously  distended  with  flatus,  a  portion  of  the  latter 
(transverse  arch)  was  not  so  distended,  and  this  was  the  part  first  discov- 
ered on  opening  the  sac.  It  was  scarcely  smaller  than  natural,  hut  was 
less  than  the  distended  portion  above,  but  neidier  on  its  })eritoneal  nor 
mucous  surface  did  it  present  the  slightest  appearance  of  having  been 
strictured  ;  it  was  adherent  to  the  peritoneum,  close  to  the  mouth  of  the 
sac.  Perhaps  the  diminution  of  its  calibre  was  occasioned  by  the  hard- 
ened omentum  lying  upon  it  in  the  sac.  The  other  portion  of  the  colon 
which  had  been  in  the  sac  was  the  sigmoid  flexure,  and  this  is  rather 
larger  than  the  last-named  [)ortion.  There  was  a  very  large  accumula- 
tion of  faeculent  matter  both  in  the  large  and  small  intestines,  but  it  was 
perfectly  liquid,  and  there  were  no  scybala). — London  Lancet. 
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Orthophony. — This  word,  orthophony,  has  its  origin  in  the  Greek  lan- 
guage, and  has  been  used  by  two  eminent  public  instructers  of  elocution, 
in  Boston,  on  the  title  page  of  a  new  work  ;  it  siin})ly  means  vocal  culture. 
Perhaps  there  are  not  two  more  eminently  distinguished  teachers  of  elocu- 
tion now  living,  than  James  E.  Murdock  ami  William  Russell.  Their 
reputation  is  based  on  a  solid  foundation,  and,  therefore,  their  labors  claim 
the  attention  of  thinkin^r  men. 

Possibly  the  question  may  arise,  what  has  a  medical  journal  to  do  with 
elocutionary  exercises  or  the  philosophy  of  the  voice  ?  Whatever  holds 
out  a  prospect  of  advancing,  in  any  manner,  the  pliysical  well  being  of  the 
race,  claims  our  regard,  since  it  is  a  leading  oliject  of  the  profession  to 
improve  by  the  labors  and  discoveries  of  others,  and  to  perfect,  as  far  as 
possible,  all  the  organs  of  the  body,  as  well  as  to  heal  tlie  sick.  If  the  au- 
thors of  this  work  have  brought  to  light  new  principles  in  regard  to  elocu- 
tion, or  made  clearer  to  the  understanding  those  heretofore  taught,  it  is  a 
privilege  to  receive  the  benefits  accruing  from  tlieir  labors  in  this  difficult 
department  of  a  polished  education. 

How  little  the  generality  of  people  know  of  the  structure  of  any  of 
their  own  organs.  The  existence  of  a  tongue  is  palpable,  but  liow  it  is 
moved  never  occupies  a  thought.  Is  there  one  in  a  thousand  that  has 
any  conception  of  the  mechanism  by  which  voice  is  produced?  Neither 
do  they  often  care  about  the  matter,  even  when  explained  to  them  in  de- 
tail. A  complete  anatomical  description  of  the  region  of  the  throat  is 
not,  therefore,  of  much  importance  in  connection  with  elocutionary  exer- 
cises ;  and  hence  no  tedious  pages  about  tissues  or  muscular  fibres  are  in- 
troduced into  this  work,  the  authors  being  solicitous  to  teach   the  true 
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tuotlu^il  of  nsin<^  tlic  vocal  npparatiis,  so  as  to  (l(V('Ioj)O  all  its  j)ou'(;r,  with 
the  (jroatost  advaiitaiai  and  without  (Iclrinicnt  to  iho  individual.  'I'o  ac- 
complish an  end  so  <lcsiral)le,  the  treatis{^  \h:[\ac.  us  opens  with  a  brief 
consideration  of  the  j)arfs  helon^inii  strictly  to  the  production  of  voice, 
folk)\veil  hv  a  critical  analysis  of  the  tonic  and  suh-tonic  (d(Miients.  JN'ext, 
the  vocal,  diphthon^^nd  an(l  consonnntal  eleinenls  are  hroujriit  under  fevere 
examination.  After  these  subjects  are  systematically  disposed  of,  the  la- 
bials, diMitals  and  pilatic  sounds  are  carelully  <li.~se(-t(Hl.  In  all  this  pre- 
])  iratorv  nu>asure,  medical  gentlemen  will  iind  nnich  to  admire  and  no- 
thini:  to  condenu),  unless  it  is  the  brevity  of  tlu;  separate  articles  in  the 
lirst  chapter. 

Practitioners  look  so  much  to  the  derantremcnts  of  the  system,  that  they 
are  a])t  to  nei>Iect  it  in  liealth,  not  appearing  t(^  realize  that  it  is  u  mcrito- 
rit)us  acliiev(  inent  to  assist  nature  in  accomplishing  what  she  (](  signed, 
but  which  was  imperfectly  executed  by  the  perverseness  of  fashion  or  in- 
dividual neirlert.  This  cruel  despoilei ,  i'ashion,  prevents  the  expansic.n  of 
the  chest,  abridges  the  play  of  the  heart,  interferes  with  the  inflation  of 
the  lungs,  and  ruins  the  voice.  Diseases  have  their  origin  in  this  unre- 
laxing  gripe  of  fashion,  and  death  has  active  agents,  therefore,  in  carrying 
on  his  (le|)opulating  elforls.  It  is  one  of  the  prime  objects  of  a  conscien- 
tious instructer  of  elocution  to  make  his  pupils  thoroughly  conver.-ant 
with  their  general  thoracic  organization,  that  they  may  fully  appreciate 
the  advantage  of  exercises  that  give  to  it  strength  and  power  of  endurance. 

All  that  part  of  the  volume  devoted  to  the  quality  of  the  voice,  with 
the  illustrative  examples  embraced  in  the  fourth,  fifth,  sixth  and  seventh 
chapters,  will  be  read  with  the  highest  interest  by  persons  of  understanding. 
Considering  the  fiict  that  this  is  a  nation  of  talkers,  there  is  a  trreat  multi- 
tude  of  poor  speakers.  The  design  of  the  exercises,  presented  in  this 
manual,  is  to  furnish  the  grand  work  of  a  practical  elocution — founded  en 
Dr.  Rush's  celebrated  treatise  on  the  Philosophy  of  the  Human  Voice. 

If  physicians,  as  many  of  them  may  themselves  conclude,  have  little  or  no 
interest  in  this  matter,  their  children,  at  least,  should  have  all  the  benefits 
arising  from  a  perfect  understanding  of  it ;  and  their  influence  would  indeed 
be  a  powerful  one  in  overcoming  those  prejudices  which  sometimes  liedge 
up  the  way  to  the  understanding. 

Journal  of  Dental  Srirnre. — This  meritorious  publication,  now  issued 
in  quarterly  numbers,  has  reached  its  fifth  volume.  From  the  circum- 
stance of  residing  in  a  city  which  has  probably  some  of  the  most  inixeni- 
ous  as  well  as  scientific  dental  operators  in  the  world — and  because,  too, 
we  witness  so  much  imposition  by  unprincipled  pretenders — it  has  become 
a  matter  of  conscience  with  us  to  advocate  a  proper  qualification  for  the 
practice  of  dentistry,  and  to  keep  the  public  apprised  of  the  importance 
of  employing  only  those  who  have  been  properly  educated  to  the  profession. 

The  Journal  of  Dental  Science  abounds  in  articles  of  sterling  value, 
and  it  should  have  the  patronage  of  all  who  desire  to  keep  up  with  the 
progress  of  improvement  in  this  now  indispensable  art.  A  mere  accjuaint- 
ance  with  the  elementary  inanijxdations  of  dentistry,  is  not  enough  ;  the 
science  that  appertains  t<^  it,  must  be  understood  thoroughly.  It  is  the 
province  of  the  Journal  to  collect  and  distribute  whatever  can  he  of  ser- 
vice to  the  interest  to  which  its  pages  are  devoted  ;  and  hence  to  be  with- 
out it  by  the  dentist,  is  to  labor  to  great  disadvantage. 


284  Medical  IntdUgcncc. 

The  Quackery  of  the  A^e. — A  pamphlet  of  44  pat/es,  writuii  by  Au- 
iruMtus  Mason,  M.l).,  of  Uedliain,  Mass.,  with  this  title,  appeared  last 
week.  It  has  met  with  a  severe  fate  in  the  Boston  Post,  by  beinj;  abnost 
burnt  at  the  stake  of  critir.istji.  However,  there  are  always  two  sides  to  a 
question.  Before  this  etfort  to  o^mwx  the  eyes  of  the  unretlectinir  part  of 
society  to  the  outrageous  impositions  of  all  sorts  of  impostors,  is  out  of 
print,  the  author  may  arrive  at  the  sajre  conclusion  that  a  prophet  is  not 
without  honor  at  home. 


State  Prison  Practice. — The  Physician  of  the  Eastern  State  Peni- 
tentiary, in  Pennsylvania,  is  recpiired  to  reside  at  the  institution.  His  late 
report  is  an  instructive  document,  which  we  shall  both  conmnent  upon  and 
copy,  in  some  parts,  hereafter.  Dr.  Robert  R.  Given,  the  Prison  Phy- 
sician, is  doing  the  public  good  service  by  his  practical  observations 
on  the  health  of  prisoners. 


Poster's  Spiral  IVitss. — A  gentleman  has  favored  us  with  his  views  of 
an  old  instrument,  which  has  been  revived  by  Mr.  Foster,  a  truss  manu- 
tacturer  of  this  city.  Having  worn  one  of  them  some  considerable  time, 
he  assures  us  the  principle  upon  which  it  is  constructed  meets  a  great 
difficulty  which  ruptured  people  have  to  contend  with,  even  when  assisted 
by  other  ingenious  contrivances  of  the  day.  Not  having  anv  experience  in 
the  use  of  Mr.  Foster's  truss,  but  relying  upon  the  evidence  that  has  been 
produced  by  a  patient,  we  recommend  physicians  to  look  into  its  merits. 
There  is  no  danger  of  having  too  many  conveniences  for  propping  up  poor 
humanity,  when  aid  is  needed. 


Medical  Tourists. — A  very  large  number  of  medical  gentlemen  from 
the  United  States  are  now  visiting  Euroj)e.  Boston,  New  York  and 
Philadelphia  will  be  largely  represented  on  the  old  Continent  before  au- 
tumn arrives.  Dr.  Elisha  Bartlett,  of  the  Baltimore  Medical  School,  late 
of  Lowell,  a  well-known  author  and  teacher  of  medicine,  will  sail  next 
month,  with  his  lady,  to  be  absent  nearly  two  years. 


Influence  of  the  Sex  of  the  Child  on  Parturition. — Dr.  Simpson  has 
published  a  work  in  Edinburgh,  on  the  sex  of  the  child  as  a  cause  of  dif- 
ficulty and  danger  in  human  parturition.  The  following  propositions  are 
presented  bv  him,  being  mainly  deduced  from  Dr.  Collins's  *'  Treatise  on 
Midwifery." 

"  1st.  That  the  dangers  and  difficulties  of  parturition  are  greater  to  the 
mother  in  male  than  in  female  births. 

"  2d.  That  the  dangers  and  accidents  from  parturition  and  its  results 
are  orreater  to  the  child  in  male  than  in  female  births. 

"  3d.  That  for  the  very  marked  diffiirence  between  the  difficulties  and 
perils  both  to  tlie  child  and  the  mother  in  male  from  that  which  exists  in 
female  births,  there  is  no  other  traceable  cause  in  the  mechanism  of  par- 
turition, except  the  larger  size  of  the  head  of  the  male  child." 

Dr.  S.  states  that  "  in  the  returns  of  Drs.  Clarke  and  Collins,  we  have 
reports  in  the  Dublin    Hospital  of  the  sex  of  the  child  in  3GS   cases  in 
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which  the  motlior  died  from  lahor  or   its  cf)iiso(|noncos.     Tn  2t>l  instances 
llic  cliild  was  male,  iti  ['17  cases  it  u'as  of  the  fcmah'.  sex." 

Ho  also  concliidrs  tliat  "  tlicre  die  aiimially  iti  (ireat  Hritaiii  upwards 
of  r)l)()()  chihlrcM  within  tlin  first  year  after  l)irtli,  whose  (h-ath  is  referal)le 
to  the  inthi(Mic(>  of  tlie  sex  and  greater  size  of  the  male  iiead  during 
labor." 


Ifnrrard  Vnivrrsittf — Massachusetts  Medical  College. — The  Degree  of 
Doctor  in  Mediciiu^  was  conferred  on  the  following  candidates  at  the  close 
of  the  iSeini-annnal  Kxaniinations  in  March,  1845  . — 

Elijah  Baldwin,  Jr.,  A.M.,  Passive  Exercise  in  Protracted  Disease  ;  John 
Sahin  Carter,  A.H.,  Dyspepsia;  Lewis  Wade  CliflV)rd,  A.M.,  Erysipelas; 
Georije  Cutler,  A.M.,  Aneurism  ;  Francis  Willis  Fisher,  Normal  Sounds 
of  Respiration  ;  Russell  Lorenzo  Hawes,  Anatomy  and  Physiology  of  the 
Liver;  Peleg  Franklin  Hopkins,  Abortion;  Floyer  Galen  Kittredge,  Gene- 
ral Principles  of  Medicine;  Jonathan  Gilman  Morse,  Cancer;  John 
Phelps  Perkins,  Scarlatina;  James  Monroe  Phipps,  A.B.,  Bronchitis; 
John  Bliss  Porter,  Quinine  in  Malarial  Disease;  Stephen  Remington, 
A.AL,  Liver  and  its  Diseases;  Remi  Ferdinand  Rinfret,  Jaundice;  Rufus 
Shackford,  Enteritis;  Calvin  Stevens,  Cynanche  Trachealis  ;  Mortimer 
Brockway  Tappan,  Mortiiication ;  William  Prescott  Townsend,  Foetal 
Circulation  ;  Rufus  Woodward,  A.B.,  Feigned  Insanity. 

Walter  Channing,  Dean. 


Neto  Haven  County  Medical  Society,  Conn. — The  annual  meeting  was 
held  in  New  Haven,  April  10,  1845.  The  following  officers  were  elected 
for  the  year  ensuing: — Willaughby  L.  Lay,  M.D.,  of  Brandford,  Chair- 
man;    P.  A.  Jewett,  M.D.,  New  Haven,  Clerk. 

Felloias. — J.  Knight,  M.D.,  Charles  Hooker,  M.D.,  Elisha  Hutchin- 
son, M.D.,  L.  N.  Beardsley,  M.D.,  and  D.  L.  Daggett,  M.D. 

Dr.  L.  N.  Beardsley  read  a  dissertation  on  the  "  Dysentery  that  pre- 
vailed in  Milford  in  the  summer  and  autumn  of  1844." 

Dr.  Eli  Ives  read  a  "  Historical  Sketch  "  of  the  New  Haven  County 
Medical  Society. 

The  dissertators  for  the  next  meeting  are  Drs.  Daniel  Holt,  of  New 
Haven,  and  Ambrose  Beardsley,  of  Birmingham. 


New  Medical  Appointments  at  Columbian  College. — A  vacancy  having 
been  created  by  the  death  of  Professor  Sewall,  Professor  Lindsly  has 
been  transferred  to  the  Chair  of  Pathology  and  Practice  of  Medicine  ; 
Professor  Johnston  transferred  to  the  chair  of  Obstetrics,  and  Dr.  J.  F. 
May,  late  Professor  of  Surgery,  &.c.,  appointed  to  fill  the  vacancy  created 
in  the  chair  of  Surgery. 


Sonurby's  Concentrated  Blowpipe  and  Furnace. — We  owe  an  apology 
to  our  friend,  Dr.  Somerby,  for  not  having  sooner  noticed  his  ingenious 
and  valuable  invention,  which,  although  designed  cliiefly  for  the  dentist,  is 
susceptible  of  being  ai)plied  to  so  many  purposes  that  it  ought  to  l)e  made 
known  to  all  persons  who  have  occasion  to  use  a  furnace  or  a  blowpipe. 


)1S6  Mtdual  liittUifrcnct 


."^ 


To  the  iniiieiMlo_ii-,t  uiul  chemist,  with  sliijht  rnodificiitlciiis,  this  fiirnuce  is 
u  inacluue  of  the  greatest  coiiveiiieiice,  <\i)d  to  the  dentist  it  strikes  u.s  as 
being  iuvaliiiihle.  More  soldering  can  he  performed  hy  it  ii»  :»•»  iiour  than 
can  be  done  by  the  most  skilful  artist  in  six  hours  with  the  blu^t  produce*! 
by  liis  mv)Uth.  This  is  the  experience  of  lho:se  who  liave  tried  it,  ;irid  it  is 
further  stated,  on  the  siine  authority,  that  the  largest  piece  of  work  put  up 
by  the  dentist  can  be  soldered  in  one  minute,  and  in  a  manner  superior  to 
any  other,  the  work,  when  finisheil,  presenting  the  appearance  of  having 
been  cast  in  a  mould.  The  furnace  is  so  constructed  that  its  outer  sur- 
face is  not  atfected  by  the  heat,  the  varnish  remaining  uninjured  by  the 
most  intense  he  it  kept  up  within  for  hours  together.  On  this  account  the 
instrument  preserves  its  neat  and  beautiful  appearance.  There  can  be  no 
dou!)t  that  it  will  be  employed  by  every  dentist  in  extensive  practice,  and 
that  it  will  ultimately  fiml  its  way  into  all  the  laboratories  in  the  country. 
It  is  impossible  to  say  how  many  uses  it  will  serve,  in  how  many  processes 
and  experiments  it  may  be  made  to  take  part,  and  how  much  time  and 
labor  it  is  competent  t'>  save.  We  sec  that  it  is  warmly  commended  in 
the  American  Journal  (d'  Dental  Surgery,  the  highest  authority  on  such 
subjects. —  ^Vt'stirn  Mrd'ual  Jounidl. 

Commnufinint  in  the  Medical  I/istitnte. — The  catalogue  of  graduates 
in  the  Medical  Institute  of  Louisville,  was  appended  to  our  March  iNo., 
from  which  it  was  seen  that  the  degree  of  M.i).,  in  ordinary,  was  conierred 
upon  seventy-one  gentlemen,  the  honorary  degree  upon  three,  and  the  de- 
gree ad  tundcm  upon  three.  This  indicates  a  highly  prosperous  condition 
in  the  school,  and  yet  the  number  of  graduates  is  hardly  as  great  as 
might  hive  been  expected  from  a  class  of  two  hundred  and  eighty-six.  It 
will  be  found  that  the  number  of  candidates  is  always  smaller,  in  propor- 
tion, in  a  oTowinr  than  in  a  decliniii"-  school,  ft)r  the  reason  that  in  the 
former  a  larger  proportion  of  the  class  consists  of  first-course  students. 
Of  the  gentlemen  upon  whom  the  honorary  degree  was  conferred,  we 
have  the  pleasure  of  a  personal  acquaintance  with  two — Dr.  Debow, 
of  Ilartsville,  Tenn.,  and  Dr.  Dawson,  of  Jamestown,  Ohio.  The 
former  has  distinguished  himself  by  his  operations  in  surgery,  and  is  well 
known  amonir  his  neifrjibors  for  his  hi(rh  literary  and  scientific  attainments. 
The  latter  has  made  himself  extensively  and  favorably  known  by  his  con- 
tributions to  the  various  medical  journals  of  the  country. — Ihid. 


Fii^nrd  Disca^i.^  in  Egifpt. — "  The  dread  of  conscription  is  painfully 
illustrated  by  the  uun»ber  of  maimed  you  meet  everywhere.  At  least  two 
thirds  of  tlie  m:de  population  of  Egypt  have  deprived  themselves  of  the 
right  eve,  or  of  the  foreiiuger  of  the  right  hand.  There  are  even  profes- 
sional persons,  who  go  about  to  poison  the  eye,  which  they  do  with  ver- 
dio-ris,  or  sew  it  up  altogether.  Our  ecpiiptnent  consisted  of  twelve  men  ; 
of  these  onlv  tea  were  liable  to  conscription,  and  seven  of  them  were 
either  one-eved  or  fore-lingerless." — Wnrburton's  Crtsccnt  and  the  Cross. 


Mrdical  Misrcllanif. — A  French  paper  states  that  a  dog,  having  the  hy- 
drophobia, was  cured  by  a  large  dose  of  arsenic,  given  to  kill  him. — A 
young  man  in  Philadelphia  committed  suicide  by  opening  an  artery  of  the 
leg. — A  Mr.  Milton,  an  English  writer,  insists  that  lioney  is  a  remedy,  or 
rather  an  antidote,  to  j)ulmonary  consufuption. — Dr.  Southworth,  of  Roch- 
ester, Mass.,  and  a    Mr    Sparrow,  a   medical   student,  were   arrested   last 
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work,  and  liold  to  Uuil,  for  an  alU'trcd  (lisintorinent  of  the  body  of  a  pauper. 
Dr.  Jonos,  of  Korlicstrr,  s:iy  tlio  |)ap('rs,  was  also  arreslciJ  for  his  partici- 
pation in  tlu^  I)iis1ji(>ss.  Jt  is  said  that  he  had  permission  from  the  select- 
men of  Rorh(>ster  to  lake  tlie  hody  for  anatomical  jxirposos. — A  nmlatto 
woman,  at  St.  Jatro,  recently  i)ad  three  children  at  one  hirth, — one  l>(;ing 
vvliite,  another  a  mulatt(\  and  the  thin!  l)lack  ! — J)r.  Iv  I...  ])unbar  has  gone 
out  fleet  siirLM^>n,  on  hoard  tlie  Macedonian,  and  Dr.  J.  Huntinirton  and 
Dr.  Charles  luersfield,  assistant  surtreons. — Dr.  J  F.  Sickels,  (J.  S,  N., 
has  leave  of  ahsence  three  months. — Dr.  Ashhel  Smith,  the  Texan  Sec- 
retary of  St;tt(\  is  on  liis  way  to  Europe,  via  Boston. — Dr.  Northal,  edi- 
tor of  the  Brooklyn  Daily  Advertiser,  has  lelt  the  paper  to  practice  den- 
tistry, the  most  profitable  business  pursued  in  this  country. — Smallpox  is 
aixain  creeping  into  the  country.  Cases  exist  at  various  places. — Two 
medical  students,  one  residing  near  Palmyra,  the  other  near  Brockport, 
N.  Y.,  were  lately  discovered  attemptincr  to  rob  the  grave  of  a  youui:  lady 
in  Clarkson,  Monroe  County. — The  French  Journals  announce  the  death 
of  a  young  medical  student,  aged  21,  at  Lyons,  in  France,  from  the  effects 
of  a  slight  scratch,  which  he  had  given  his  finger  in  opening  a  dead  body. 
The  finger  was  amputated  as  soon  as  it  was  perceived  that  a  swelling  had 
come  on,  but  the  inflammation  gained  the  arm,  and  at  last  terminated  fatally. 

Mariuep,— At  MonltonboroujTh,  N.  H.,  Dr.  S.  1).  Bnzzell,  of  Alton,  N.  H.,  to 
Mis.s  iM.  A.  .Moulton,  of  M.— In  New  York,  Dr.  Wm.  Wilson  to  Miss  E.  G.  Buck- 
ner.— Edgar  \V.  Voris,  M.D.,  of  Now  Rocliellc,  to  Miss  L.  A.  Thorn.— Creo.  E. 
Shipinan,  M.D.,  of  Henry  Co.,  Illinois,  to  Miss  F.  Boardman. — In  Philadelphia,  Dr. 
Richard  T.  Maxwell,  U.  S.  N.,  io  Miss  M.  W.  Wain.— Henry  N.  Gucrnsby, 
M.D.,  of  Rochester,  Vt,  to  Miss  S.  Colburn,  of  Boston.— At  Albany,  N.  Y.,  Dr. 
Denman  Clark  to  Miss  A.  J.  Herman. 

DiRt>. — Sear  Charleston,  S.  C,  on  Cooper  River,  Dr.  Wm-  Reed,  a  member 
of  Washington's  staff,  91. — In  London,  Prof.  Daniel,  of  Kin;2"'s  College,  a  distin- 
guished chemist,  of  apoplexy,  55.  He  was  author  of  Chemical  Philosophy,  the  in- 
ventor of  an  improved  hygrometer,  and  Secretary  of  the  Royal  Society. 

N'jinber  of  doaths  in  Boston, for  the  weekending  IVlHy,  3, 45— Males,  23  ;  Females,  22.     Stillborn,  4. 

Of  consumption,  9 — accidentul,4 — marasmus,  1 — old  age,  4— inflammation  of  the  bowels,  1— canker, 
] — scarlet  fever,  5— delirium  tremens,  1 — liver  complaint,,! — tN^ihus  fever,  2 — fever  and  ague,  1  —  infan- 
tile, 1— lung  fever,  3 — convulsions,  2 — child-bed,  1— dropsy  on  the  brain,  1— dropsy,  2 — suicide,  1 — 
croup,  1— apoplexy,  I — unknown,  I. 

Under  5  years,  18— between  5  and  20  years,  3— between  20  and  60  years,  18— over  60  years,  6. 
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The  month  has  been  cold  an<l  cheerless.  High  winds  have  prevailed  throughout.  The  season  is 
backward— at  least  a  week  latei  than  the  last  year,  and  Ihf  earth  is  dry  ;  few  "  .\pril  showers." — 
Range  oi  Thermoinetcr,  from  26  to  76- Harotncicr,  from  2i-  91  to  29. 7J.  Rain,  l.fil  inch.  April  1st, 
FroifH  pec|) ;  lllh,  Shepnrdia  in  blossom;  I2th,  Crocus  in  blossom;  2lsf,  Leather  Wood,  Red  Maple 
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I'tritunitis,  the  Jtesult  uf  Cuntusiun.  By  Thomas  Bennett,  Esq. — 
A  btiy,  aged  10  years,  was  returiuiii/  uitli  his  luilier  from  tlie  sea-.shore 
with  a  load  of  beach  weighing  between  two  and  tliree  tons,  lie  liad  been 
riding  some  time  on  the  wagon,  and  when  he  attempted  to  get  down,  he 
fell  from  the  shafts  immediately  before  the  wheel,  which  was  in  the  act  of 
passing  over  his  body,  when  his  father,  who  was  walking  by  the  side  of 
the  horses,  perceived  by  the  strain  made  by  them,  that  they  were  pulling 
against  sonje  obstacle  :  he  turned  round,  and  saw  his  child  actually  under 
the  fore-wheel.  The  poor  fellow,  in  his  fright,  for  the  moment  hesitated 
w hether  he  should  back  the  wheel  or  move  on  ;  he  decided,  however,  on 
the  latter,  and  so  the  wheel  passed  over  the  body  of  the  U)y,  crossing  the 
middle  of  his  abdomen.  On  snatching  him  up,  he  found,  as  he  says, 
"  the  boy  alive,  but  not  able  to  stand,"  and  that  a  large  quantity  of  fajces 
had  been  squeezed  from  the  bowels  "  per  rectum." 

As  this  accident  occurred  away  from  any  dwelling,  the  boy  was  put  on 
the  wagon  ami  driven  home,  which  he  did  not  reach  for  two  hours.  When 
I  saw  him,  I  found  him  in  a  state  of  partial  collapse,  and  upon  hearing  what 
had  occurred,  expected,  of  course,  to  find  some  grave  injury — such  as 
fractured  pelvis,  or  serious  mischief  done  to  the  vertebral  column  ;  but  no 
trace  of  nijury  could  I  find  any  where — not  even  any  mark  on  the  abdo- 
men, although  it  was  excessively  tender  to  the  touch  over  its  whole  surface. 
The  boy  was  put  to  bed,  and  proper  means  were  employed  to  promote  re- 
action and  subdue  its  violence.  He  passed  a  restless  night,  and  next 
morning  I  found  that  severe  peritoneal  inflammation  had  supervened;  but 
by  the  application  of  the  usual  treatment,  of  leeches,  &.c.,  this  was  readily 
overcome.  The  bowels  were  unacted  upon  for  three  days  after  the  acci- 
dent. They  yielded,  liowever,  to  a  repeated  dose  of  castor  oil;  and  from 
that  time  to  this  the  little  patient  has  rapidly  convalesced — so  that  now, 
about  ten  days  since  its  occurrence,  he  is  as  well  as  ever. — London  Lan. 


New  Medical  Books  in  London. — Physiology  of  Inflammation  and  the 
Healing  Process.  By  Benjamin  Travers,  F.li.S. — Observations  on  the 
Growth  and  Irregularities  t)f  Children's  Teeth.  By  W.  II.  Mortimer,  late 
Surgeon-dentist  to  the  British  Embassy  at  Paris. — London  Medical  Direc- 
tory, containing  the  Name,  Address,  Qualification,  Official  Appointments, 
Honorary  Distinctions,  Literary  Productions,  &c.,  of  every  Physician, 
Surgeon,  and  General  Practitioner  resident  in  London. — Human  Magne- 
tism; its  Claims  to  Dispassionate  Inquiry.  Being  an  attempt  to  show  the 
Utility  of  its  Application  for  the  Relief  of  Human  Suffering.  By  W.  Newn- 
ham,  Esq.jM.R.S.L.,  &.c. — Essay  upon  Cretinism  and  Goitre.  By  Ed- 
ward Wells,  M.D.,  Late  Fellow  of  New  College,  Oxford,  and  Radcliff*e's 
Travelling  Fellow. — The  Diagnosis,  Prevention,  and  Treatment  of  Dis- 
eases of  the  Heart,  and  of  Aneurism.  By  J.  J.  Furnivnll,  M.D.,late  Phy- 
sician to  the  General  Infirmary  at  Hertford,  &c. — A  Treatise  on  Food  and 
Diet ;  with  Observations  on  the  Dietetical  Regimen  suited  for  Disordered 
States  of  the  Digestive  Organs.  By  Jon.  Pereira,  M.D.,  F.R.S.  &  L.S., 
&LC.  &LC. — A  Case  of  Cccsarian  Operation,  accompanied  with  Pathological 
Remarks  on  Puerperal  Metritis,  or  Acute  Inflammation  of  the  Uterus. 
By  James  Milman  Colcy,  M.D.,  Bridgnorth. — Mesmerism  True — Mesmer- 
ism false:  a  Critical  Examination  of  the  Facts,  Claims,  and  Pretensions 
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Rrport   of  a   (hmmittcr.  of  the   Medical   Department  of  the  National  fn- 
stitute,  on  Dr.  Jhick's  Paper   "  On  the  Use  and  Abuse  of  Medicine.'' 

[Coiniimnicaled  for  the  Roston  Medical  find  Surgical  Joiiriuil.— See  pp.  229  and  249.] 

Your  Comiiiittce,  to  whom  was  referred  the  paper  of  Marcus  C.  Buck, 
jNI.D.,  beg  leave  to  present  the  following  as  their  views  on  the  subject  of 
his  coninuuiication. 

The  title  of  the  paper  is  "  On  the  Use  and  Abuse  of  Medicine."  In 
treating  of  this  subject,  the  writer  has  taken  some  very  sensible  and  pro- 
per views.  In  the  commencement  of  the  paper,  the  author  avows  the 
object  he  had  in  view  in  writing  and  reading  it  before  the  National  Insti- 
tute. The  object  is  a  most  laudable  one,  and  with  the  views  entertained 
by  the  author,  he  could  not  conscientiously  refrain  from  this  course.  Hu- 
manity, as  well  as  the  interests  of  society,  required  it  of  him.  We  are 
also  pleased  to  observe  the  spirit  of  tolerance  and  the  courteous  and  com- 
plimentary style  of  the  paper.  Although  he  attacks  the  doctrine  and 
practice  of  a  very  large  portion  of  the  surgeons  of  the  Army,  he  extends 
to  them,  individually,  and  to  the  head  of  the  corps  particularly,  well-de- 
served compliments. 

The  object  of  Dr.  Buck's  paper  is  to  oppose  his  observations  and  ex- 
perience, to  the  practice  resorted  to  within  the  last  few  years,  of  giving 
large  doses  of  quinine,  and  to  disapprove  of  its  use.  Many  very  cogent 
and  substantial  arguments  arc  introduced  by  him,  to  sustain  his  motto, 
"  In  medio,  tutissimus  ihis.^^ 

In  order  that  the  committee  may  be  fully  understood  in  the  views  and 
opinions  they  have  expressed,  it  will  be  proper  to  pass  in  review,  curso- 
rily, the  subject  and  object  of  the  paper  to  which  Dr.  Buck's  is  intended 
as  an  offset  or  corrective. 

This  paper  was  read  before  the  convention  of  the  National  Institute  by 
Surgeon  Van  Buren,  U.  S.  A.  This,  if  we  understand  the  nature  of 
the  paper  correctly  (not  having  heard  it  read),  was  to  present,  in  a  con- 
cise form,  the  evidences  of  the  advantages  of  large  single  doses  of  quinine, 
over  small  and  repeated  doses  of  the  medicine,  in  malarial  diseases. 
And  these  evidences  were  drawn  directly  from  recorded  materials  pre- 
sented to  the  ^ledical  Bureau  of  the  U.  S.  A.,  by  medical  men  of  the 
liighest  standing,  the  most  unimpeachable  veracity,  and  after  their  frcr 
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(jLient  and  repeated  trials  of  the  medicine  in  their  practice  in  the  Sonth. 
If  what  I  have  heard  of  the  nature  of  this  paper  he  true,  no  opinion  was 
t.'xpressed  hy  the  compiler,  and  no  theory  was  deduced  from  the  facts. 
His  paper  was  a  mere  statement  of  facts  collected  in  the  nianner  ahove 
stated,  and  elicited  hy  the  Surgeon  General,  with  the  view  to  the  more 
correct  understandinir  of  the  suhject.  He  did  elicit  full  and  important 
details,  which  go  far  to  [jrove  that  the  medicine  may  h<;  given  in  large 
doses  with  impunity,  and  with  a  decided  medicinal  effect.  The  lucts 
presented  hy  this  paper  of  Dr.  V.  B.  cannot,  or  rather  s  iould  not,  he  com- 
pared to  those  detailed  hy  Dr.  Buck,  of  the  administration  of  large  doses 
of  opium  and  other  ])oisons  with  advantage,  hecause  we  know  that 
99-lOOths  of  persons  would  he  killed  by  this  indiscriminate  opium  prac- 
tice. Whether  or  not  tliat  would  he  the  effect  of  (juinine,  is  shown  by 
repeated  observations  made  by  army  and  other  practitioners.  It  has  been 
clearly  shown,  that  no  case  of  death,  which  has  occurred  after  the  use  of 
large  doses  of  quinine,  has  ever  been  traceable  to  this  medicine  ;  therefore 
his  illustrations  of  the  impropriety  of  this  practice  will  not  hold  good. 

In  presenting  his  views  on  the  subject,  Dr.  Buck  has  lost  sight  of  a 
very  important  fact.  The  number  of  cases  in  which  single  and  very 
large  doses  of  quinine  have  been  given,  is  so  great,  that  it  no  longer  pro- 
duces a  query,  whether  this  can  be  done.  Upwards  of  two  thousand 
cases  have  been  treated  in  Florida  in  this  way,  and  with  far  greater  suc- 
cess than  ever  was  known  to  arise  from  any  other  method,  and,  as  I  have 
said,  without  death  resulting  from  it.  There  has  as  much  as  one  ounce 
of  sulphate  of  quinine  been  given,  and  no  ill  effects  occur  from  it. 

Dr.  Buck  takes  the  ground,  that  if  small  doses  will  have  the  desired 
effect,  why  resort  to  such  large  doses  ?  This,  of  course,  is  a  most  sen- 
sible view  of  the  matter.  If  small  doses  ivill  have  the  desired  effect, 
why  resort  to  so  large  a  dose  ?  What  has  been  the  experience  of  all 
those  who  have  used  this  medicine  in  larire  and  small  doses  ?  Thev  all 
tell  you  that  it  required  larger  doses  in  Florida  to  produce  a  certain 
effect  ;  that  the  small  doses,  repeated,  as  was  wont  to  be  our  practice 
up  to  this  era,  proved  inefficient.  They  tell  you,  moreover,  that  small 
doses  repeated,  do  not  produce  the  same  decided  and  permanent  inq^res- 
sion  as  the  large  single  dose  ;  that  small  doses  produce  more  certain  and 
decided  cerebral  derangement  than  the  siniile  lar^e  dose.  Now  these 
are  not  theories,  not  mere  speculation,  but  the  result  of  actual  observa- 
tion. Thus  it  is  shown  by  these  gentlemen,  that  in  several  cases  of 
delicate  females  and  others,  when  small  doses  of  the  medicine  were  given, 
severe  consequences  followed  ;  while  the  administration  of  one  full 
dose,  of  '^0  or  30  grains,  so  far  from  producing  cerebi-al  disturbance,  had 
the  contrary  effect.  This,  I  say,  is  not  theory,  but  fact ;  and  many 
such  flicts  are  on  record  as  coming  from  aiiny  surgeons  and  several  pri- 
vate practitioners,  both  in  Florida  and  other  malarial  countries.  It  is 
irue  that  there  are  a  few  rare  instances  of  blindness  and  deafness  being 
produced  by  this  wholesale  practice  ;  but  have  we  not  known  the  same 
lo  occur  from  the  continued  use  of  quinine  in  small  doses  ?  Therefore 
the  few  cases  in  which  unpleasant  effects  have  arisen  from  the  use  of  this 
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inodicino,  should  not  \vei«;li,  wlun  we  have  ihousands  in  this  countiy 
aloiK*  of  th(^  dccidfd  hcnrficiai  clloc'ls  of  it.  Idiosyncrac,}'  may  iiifiii- 
ciK'c  the  action  of  lliis  iix'diciiio,  as  in  the  rase  ol'  l)r.  Biic^k's  opiuiii- 
catrrs  and  olhi'is.  IJnl  \v«;  need  not  confjuo  onr  n-njarks  to  the  fxpcii- 
tMicc  of  snri^conN  in  this  country,  as  to  the  ^ood  clU.'cts  of  hu<i;(.*  dosos  of 
(|uinin(>  in  nudarial  (hscascs.  We  find  in  iMU'opc  that  they  arc  rcsortin^; 
to  it.  Anions  others,  I  will  merely  allude  to  the  opinion  of  Dr.  Austi'i 
Flint,  ol  Bnllalo,  N.  Y.  (vide  page  277,  Vol.  U.  of  the.  Ameriran  Jour- 
nal  of  Aredieine).      And   w  hat  lias  been  the  experience  in  this  city  and 

the  surronndinii;  country  ?      Let  me  refer  you  to  a  paper  by  ])\. . 

of  Maiyland.  There  we  find  die  administration  ot"  larL!;e  do-(>s  of  (pii- 
niiK'  advocated.  And  tlx^  same  practice  is  follow(Ml,  I  h(;ac,  in  the  sin- 
roundiuLi;  and  adjacent  counties  of  both  Virf^inia  and  Maryland.  In  our 
own  city  we  have  the  evidence  of  our  friend  Ur.  Sew -all,  who  has  given  it 
in  drachm  dos(s.      (See  London  fjancct.) 

rSow.  w  ithout  troiuLT  further,  this  is  a  weisiht  of  authority  which  Dr. 
i)uck  cannot  disieujard,  nor  can  the  medical  v/orld.  It  has  been  more 
than  five  years  since  .Mr.  Piorry  first  made  his  observations  on  the  sub- 
ject of  i^'iving  larire  doses  of  quinine  in  enlarged  spleen  :  and  we  must 
regard  the  accounts  we  have  received  of  his  success.  i>ut  prior  to  h.is 
observations,  and  long  before  the  Florida  war,  eminent  men  in  this  part 
of  the  country  gave  large  doses  of  quinine.  Dr.  Potter  gave  8  grains  ; 
and  advocates  of  bis  precepts  and  practice  have  been  increasing  since  be 
wrote  and  lectured  on  the  subject.  Let  us,  then,  sum  up  the  focts  on 
this  subject,  for  from  these  much  may  be  argut^d  on  which  to  form  our 
judgment. 

In  the  first  place,  it  has  been  shown  by  more  than  2000  observations 
in  this  country,  that  large  doses  of  from  10  to  60  grains,  or  an  ounce,  of 
quinine,  can  be  given  without  producing  injury. 

2.  That  it  has  been  ])roved,  beyond  doubt,  that  these  large  doses  do 
exert  a  curative  effect  on  periodical  and  malarial  diseases,  and  more  cer- 
tainly than  small  doses. 

.'3.  Tiiat  the  cases  of  permanent  injury  resulting  from  large  doses  of 
quinine,  are  not  more,  indeed  not  so  numerous,  as  from  repeated  small 
doses. 

4.  That  the  temporary  inconvenience  of  disturbance  of  the  nervous 
system  is  not  so  liable  to  ensue  from  large  as  small  doses.  This  is  stated, 
though  our  experience  is  to  the  contrary,  in  most  cases. 

5.  That  so  far  from  smaller  doses  being  more  certain,  they  are  not,  the 
jiaroxysm  being  far  more  likely  to  occur  after  their  use,  than  after  a 
sinjile  lar(i;e  dose. 

6.  That  the  impression  made  on  the  system  is  more  permanent  from 
lari^e  than  small  doses. 

7.  That  in  dis(iases  that  run  their  coui-se  rapidly  to  a  fatal  termination, 
as  in  the  southern  country,  a  reliance  on  small  doses  was  found  to  prove 
hazardous  to  the  safety  of  the  patient;  therefore,  when  it  is  desirable  to 
cut  short  or  prevent  the  occurrence  of  a  violent  chill,  the  lar^e  doses 
should  be  resorted  to, 
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8.  That  visceral  (liseas<'S  are  not  more  liable  to  follow,  if  as  much  so, 
ft-oin  large  as  from  small  doses  of  quinine. 

Now  these  variou^  conclusions,  if  true— -and  how  can  we  doubt  tlieir 
truth,  coming  fmrn  the  somces  they  do? — should,  to  say  the  least,  cause 
us  to  reflect  before  we  denounce  the  practice  of  giving  large  doses  of  qui- 
nine, and  call  it  rash  and  empirical. 

Our  OMJAi  individual  expeiiiince,  though  limitcid,  is  yet  to  us  worth  some- 
thing. We  have  been  in  the  habit,  from  long  usage  and  from  inq)res- 
sions  itiibibed,  like  Dr.  B.'s,  from  lectures  heard  in  our  pupilage,  of  con- 
sidering a  grain  or  two  repeated  (juite  enough  ;  and  we  feared  to  admin- 
ister a  lull  dose  until  within  the  last  year,  since  when  we  have  been  in 
the  habit  of  giving  10  and  15  grain  doses,  the  night  prior  to  the  expected 
paroxysms  of  fever,  and  must  say  have  seldom  been  disappointed  with 
its  effects.  Convalescence  succeeded  to  its  administration,  and  seldom 
have  we  found  it  necessary  to  repeat  the  dose. 

In  the  use  of  all  medicines  it  is  important  and  proper  that  we  sliould 
discoviT  the  medicinal  dose.  More  than  this  is  of  coui-se  superfluous. 
This  is  an  important  point  to  ascertain  in  the  medicine  now  mider  con- 
sideration. And  it  should  be  the  duty  and  determination  of  all  who  re- 
gard the  interests  of  the  community,  and  the  science  of  medicine,  to  aid 
in  the  furtherance  of  this  object.  All  over  a  certain  amount  is  either  in- 
ert or  injurious.  Our  observations  lead  us  to  consider  that  about  15 
grains  in  this  climate  may  be  considered  the  medium  dose,  and  that  as 
much  benefit  will  result  from  this  dose  as  from  two  scruples  or  a  drachm. 
L'.'ss  than  these  doses  will  scarcely  act  as  an  anti-periodic  medicine  ;  but 
this  dose,  given  at  a  proper  period  of  time  from  the  anticipated  attack, 
will  most  certainly  have  the  desired  effect. 

The  next  question  to  be  ascertained,  is,  how  long  before  the  expected 
paroxysm  should  this  dose  be  given.  This  is  a  very  important  fact  to  have 
fully  ascertained,  for  it  is  an  object  to  give  it  as  far  distant  from  the  par- 
oxysm as  possible,  for  reasons  well  known  to  all  who  have  ever  used  the 
medicine.  We  have  found  twelve  hours  answer  exceedingly  well,  and 
this  is  the  usual  period  of  time  allowed.  But  some  recent  observations 
have  gone  to  prove  that  the  anti-periodical  effects  are  more  decidedly  felt 
eighteen  hours  after  its  administration. 

Let  us  next  ascertain  in  wdiat  class  of  diseases  quinine  is  most  suited, 
and  whether  we  can  account  for  the  difference  in  the  size  of  the  dose, 
which  has  been  given  at  different  periods  of  time  since  its  discovery. 

The  fii-st  part  of  this  inquiry  can  readily  be  answ^ered,  if  our  opinion 
of  the  mode  of  the  action  of  this  medicine  be  true.  We  look  upon  it  as 
purely  an  anti-periodic  medicine,  and  indicated  in  all  this  class  of  diseases 
particularly,  possessing  peculiar  medicinal  virtues  in  malarial  diseases. 
We  hold  that  there  is  no  purely  tonic  properties  in  quinine.  We  can 
readily  conceive,  therefore,  that  its  action  may  be  prejudicial,  whether  given 
in  large  or  small  doses,  in  diseases  having  an  origin  independent  of  mala- 
ria and  not  periodical  in  their  type.  Hence  we  find  that  Britteneau, 
Recamier,  and  others  quoted  by  Dr.  Buck,  found  it  not  only  injurious  but 
actually  fatal  in  diseases  of  this  class.     But  it  does  not  clearly  appear,  in 
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the  ol)servations  of  these  •^cntlcincii,  that  death  was  more  lh«;  r#«uU  of 
the  large  doses  of  (juinii\e  w  hieh  lh(3y  achninistered  than  of  the.  disease  in 
which  it  was  ii;l\'en.  We  shoiihl  jiot  be  precipitate  in  refcrrini^  death  to 
the  medicine  administered  in  (hseases  wiiich  arc  S(i often  fatal,  particiiloily 
under  the  treatment  of  the  French  |)atholo<;ists.  And  we  should  he  carefiU, 
also,  in  ascertainini;  the  eflecls  ol*  uKulicine  on  do<^s  and  other  animals, 
how  far  the  action  on  these  is  applicahle  to  the  huiTian  economy.  For  il 
is  a  well-known  fact,  tliat  many  articles  of  the  iMalcria  xMedica,  which 
exert  a  hanelid  in(luenc(5  on  the  lower  orders  of  animals,  are  not  only  in- 
nocuous to  man,  hut  possess  a  curative  and  sanatory  (ilFect  on  him.  VVe 
have  ever  re^jretted  that  this  mode  of  deducing  the  effects  of  medicine  on 
the  human  economy  should  have  been  practised. 

The  question  now  arises,  whether  causes  do  not  exist,  why  this  medi- 
cine can  be  exhibited  at  the  present  day  in  lari^er  doses  than  formerly. 
^Ve  entertain  the  idea  that  causes  do  exist  for  this.  And  amonu;  the 
first,  we  shall  notice  the  deterioration  of  the  article.  This  will 
account,  in  some  dejiijrec,  for  the  capability  of  the  system  to  bear 
a  hu\rer  dose  tlian  formerly.  \Vhcn  this  medicine  was  first  discovered 
and  introduced  into  j)ractice.  one  f^rain  was  equivalent  to  one  drachm  of 
the  best  Peruvian  bark.  The  medicine  then  sold  for  from  ^\0  to  $15, 
even  ,^30,  per  ounce.  What  the  proportionate  dose  of  it  is  now,  we  are 
unable  to  say.  But  the  price  is  now  reduced  to  from  ^2,50  to  t'J'4.00 
per  ounce.  Inasmuch  as  bark  continues  much  the  same  in  price,  we 
would  infer  that  there  is  nothing  to  justify  the  marked  reduction  of  the 
price,  unless  it  be  the  adulteration  of  the  article,  or  the  more  slovenly 
mode  of  preparing  it.  The  greater  facility  of  making  it,  would  of  course 
reduce  the  price  greatly.  We  then  include  this  among  the  reasons  why 
the  system  will  bear  larger  doses,  and  wdiy  larger  doses  are  required  to 
produce  the  desired  effect  than  formerly,  though  we  do  not  by  any  means 
wish  to  be  understood  to  assert  that  the  system  would  not  formerly  have 
borne  larger  doses  than  were  then  given. 

The  second  reason  why  larger  doses  are  more  admissible  than  for- 
merly, is  the  marked  modification  of  the  various  diseases  to  which  the  hu- 
man family  are  liable  within  the  last  half  century.  This  is  truly  re- 
markable, and  it  is  from  this  circumstance  we  must  account  for  the  numer- 
ous fashions  wdiich  have  prevailed  in  medicine  and  medical  practice, 
and  which  are  so  pointedly  alluded  to  in  the  paper  of  Dr.  Buck. 
Within  our  own  recollection  many  have  reigned,  and  have  been  supersed- 
ed. This,  though,  may  be  all  accounted  for  very  rationally — the  ne- 
cessity of  the  change  in  the  mode  of  practice  being  required  by  the 
changes  which  disease  has  undergone  ;  the  practice  being  in  accord- 
ance with  the  exigences  of  the  cases.  We  must  not  be  understood  as 
expressing  the  view  that  the  character  and  the  nature  of  the  semina  mor- 
horum  have  undergone  any  modification  ;  that  there  has  been  really  anv 
change  in  the  cause  of  disease.  It  is  the;  same  causes  acting  on  the  sys- 
tems \\'\\\q\\  have  been  revolutionized  by  the  habits  of  man,  by  his  advance- 
ment in  civilization,  by  his  increase  of  an  indulgence  in  luxuries.  These 
influence  the  habits,  morals  and   customs   of  whole   nations,  and  may  ac- 
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count  lor  the  dirt'erent  influences  whinli  the  seinina  morhorum  have  now 
ti-otn  what  they  had  when  man  w  as  nearer  his  primitive  state.  In  illustra- 
tion of  this,  we  may  rvi  r  to  the  inHuence  of  climate,  st-ason  of  tlie  year, 
&;c.,on  the  character  of  disease.  We  may  farlhtr  illustrate  it  by  exhibit- 
ing to  you  th(!  tilt,  jo!lv,  betf-eating  and  beer-drinking  alderman  of  I>on- 
don  ;  the  butler  of  ••  my  lord's  "  mansion,  confined  solely  to  his  domains; 
or  the  Frenchman  confined  to  the  purlieus  of  Paris,  accustomed  to  breathe 
only  its  foul  and  polluted  air,  subsisting  on  soups,  sour  wines  and  ''  lave- 
ments." Compare  tiiese  with  the  hardy  American,  living  in  an  open  and 
well- ventilated  country,  confined  to  no  space,  bound  by  no  usage,  and 
subsistinf  on  food  compatible  with  his  nature.  Now  examine  what  will  be 
the  elfect  of  similar  cuusis  of  disease  acting  on  these  two  dissimilar  classes 
of  individuals.  \Vh\ ,  the  same  cause  of  disease  acting  equally  on  these 
several  individuals  would  produce  dissimilar  effects,  which  would  require 
different  methods  of  treatment. 

Here  we  have  illustrated  the  principle,  w ilh  which  we  set  out  in  the 
above  paragraph,  that  causes  modify  the  action  of  disease  and  treatment. 
Climate,  it  is  well  known,  jiroduces  ditFerences  in  the  character  and  the 
tvpe  of  diseases.  It  changes  the  whole  nature  of  the  treatment.  The 
subjects  of  Florida,  and  of  the  wliole  South  Western  anrl  Southern  coun- 
tries i-eneralK',  are  liable  to  sudden  and  violent  foi ins  of  disease,  different 
in  their  type  from  those  of  the  North  and  East,  and  generally  unknown 
to  those  peo[)le.  This  princi))le,  doubtless,  accounts  for  the  dilference  in 
.the  quinine  practice  of  the  two  regions.  It  accounts  for  the  necessity  of 
ffivino-  lar^re   doses  of  the   article,  in  some  countries,  while   smaller  doses 

o  c^  O  ^  ^         ' 

answer  for  others.  It  may  account  for  the  fatality  attendant  on  the  ad- 
ministration of  this  medicine  in  France,  and  its  beneficial  effects  in  this 
country.  This  principle,  and  that  already  alluded  to,  viz.,  the  applica- 
bility of  this  medicine  only  to  periodical  malarial  diseases,  may  serve  to 
account  for  the  discrepancy  of  the  testiniony  relative  to  the  advantages  of 
the  large  doses  of  ciuinine.  \\\  speaking  of  the  change  which  disease  has  un- 
dergone, without  assigning  other  causes  for  this  change  than  those  already 
mentioned,  we  may  assert  our  belief  that  disease  has  undergone  a  very  essen- 
tial and  marked  change  in  its  type  in  this  country.  And  in  this  opinion 
we  are  not  sino^ular.  In  conv^ersation  with  men  of  eminence,  we  find  the 
same  opinion  entertained.  The  nervous  system  seems  to  be  more  or  less 
involved  in  nearly  every  form  of  disease  which  presents  itself  to  us  ;  and 
this  has  been  particularly  the  case  in  this  section  of  country.  Thus  we 
have  nervous,  neuralgic  symptoms  complicating  nearly  every  case  which 
presents  itseU'  to  us.  If  this  fact  can  be  sustained  by  more  extended  ob- 
servation, as  we  believe  it  can  be,  it  will  go  far  to  account  for  the  modifi- 
cation necessary  for  the  treatment  of  diseases. 

The  question  now  properly  presents  itself — inasmuch  as  the  mass  of 
beneficial  effects  of  large  doses  of  quinine  have  been  made  in  the  South- 
ern and  South  Western  ])ortions  of  this  country,  will  the  practice  equally 
answer  in  other  sections  of  the  United  States  ?  Or  should  we  modify  the 
practice  according  to  the  climate,  seasons  of  the  year,  Stc.  ?  Do  inter- 
mittents  of  every  portion  of  the  United  States,  and  of  every  country,  re- 
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quiiv  to  l)c  trcalrd  l»v  lan^e  doses  of  (jiiiiiinc  ?      Tliis  we  ronsider  'd  (jiics- 
tioii  of  the  first  moment.      Admittiii'j;,  as  all  must  dojlic  |)r()[)riely  of  the 
iractiee,    at    least    in   the   South,  should   it    not    he   imilatt-d   elsewhere? 
Vhal  has  b(MMi  the  result   of  the   observations   of  iIm^    pliysiciaiis   of  the 
Middle.    Stati's,  and  in  our  own   District?      Information   on  this  subject, 
thus  far  acijuireil,  leads  us  to  the  lx:lief,  that  this  class  of  diseases,  arising 
as  it  does  very  much  from   llie  same   cause,  requires  little  modification  in 
its  modi's  of  treatment.      In    this   city,  it  is   not  an  uncommon  practice  to 
administer    10,  20   or  'M  grains    of  quinine   daily   in   oll<^  two  or   three 
doses,  with  decided  benefit,  not  only  in    intermittent  bul   in  neuralj^ic  dis- 
eases.    This  practice,  thus  pointed  out  in   the   ])aper  already  alluded  to, 
publish(vl  in   the   Baltimore   Medical  and  Sur^ncal  Journal,  from  a  hi^^hly 
respectable  source  in  Maryland,  is  now  the  common  practice  of  the  lower 
counties  of  that  State.     But  how   shall  we  meet  this  question  when  ap- 
plied to  the  Northern  sections  of  the  country  ?     Malarial  diseases  in  these^ 
are  so   infrequent,  that  but  few   opportunities  exist  of  testinf,^  the  value  ot 
the  practice.     Judging  from  the  paper  of  Dr.  Buck,  we  should  rather  in- 
fer,  that  physicians   oppose  the   practice,  either  from  fear  of  resorting  to 
it,  or  i<morant  of  its  advanta^^es.      Having   succeeded   by   the   continued 
administration  of  small  doses,  they  are  unwilling  to  countenance  this  inno- 
vation on  established  practices.     These  prejudices  are  of  course  to  be 
regarded  and  duly  respected.     A   sufficient  number  of  observations  have 
not  yet  been  made,  porha])s,  to  justify  the  universal  adoption  of  the  prac- 
tice, although  sufficient  to  justify  a  continuance  of  the  observations.    Time 
only  can  prove  the  value  of  the  practice  universally. 

And  why  should  not  large  doses  of  quinine   be   preferable  to  smaller, 
after  all  that  has  been  said  ?     Let  us  now  present  some  reasons  drawn 
from  analogy,  and  from  the  true  modus  operandi  of  diis  medicine.     VVe 
have  stated  that  all  articles  of  the  materia  medica  have  their  medicinal 
dose.     VVe   may  go   farther,  and   assert  that  the  effect  of  medicines  de- 
pends often  upon  the  dose  and  the  mode  of  administration.     Take  almost 
any  article  of  the  materia  medica  and   examine  its  properties  ;  we  find 
that  upon  the  dose  will  depend  the  effect.     Nearly  all    emetics  are  tonics 
in  small  doses  ;  they  act  as  diaphoretics  in  other  doses,  and  then  we  find 
them  producing  their  specific   emetic   effects   in    full  doses.     Now  take 
opium  ;  would  you  give  minute  doses  to  produce  sleep  in  mania  a  potn  1 
Take  calomel ;  would  you  give  it  in  minute  doses  to  produce  catharsis  .•' 
Need  we  go  farther  to  illustrate,  from  the  materia  medica,  that  upon  the 
dose   of  a  medicine   depends   its  effect  ?     Then    why  need   we   exclude 
from  quinine  this  pro])erty  of  producing  different  effects,  in  proportion  to 
its  doses  r    We  should  not,  ■as  illustrated  by  the  observations  already  made. 
Let  us  recommend  to  the   profession  to  cast   aside  old  and  wedded   preju- 
dices, and  to  0[)en    their   minds  to  conviction.     If  they  are   not  satisfied 
with  the  statements  that  have   been   made,  and   are  unwilling  to  venture 
upon  the  administration  of  large  doses  of  (luinine,  they  may  at  all  events 
feel  assured  that  no  injury  can  result  from  a  cautious  imitation  of  the  prac^ 
tice.     The  field  is  sliil  o|)en  for  observation  and  experiment,  and  the  sub- 
ject is  of  sufficient  importance  to  demand  all  the  energies  of  the  laborers 
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in  science  and  the  friends  of  iminanity.  For,  after  all,  it  is  from  tlie  ac- 
cumulated evidence  and  experience  of  the  profession,  that  we  are  to  he 
governed  in  this  as  well  as  in  all  points  of  practice  ? 

It  will  therefore  be  seen  that  we  entertain  different  views  as  to  the 
adininistnitlon  of  large  doses  of  (jLiinine,  from  our  friend  Dr.  Buck.  We 
agree  perfectly  in  his  motto,  "  in  medio  tutisdmus,^'  &;c.  We  agree  with 
him,  also,  that  medicines  are  to  be  used  and  not  abused — "  Uior  et  non 
ahutor.^^  The  questions  between  us,  •then,  are,  first,  what  is  the  me- 
dium (/o5e,  and  what  would  be  the  abuse  of  this  medicine?  Judgin;^ 
from  our  own  experience,  as  much  good  can  be  deiived  from  10  to  20 
grains  as  from  larger  quantities.  We  would  consider  15  grains  as  a 
medium  dose,  though  we  are  not  by  any  means  disposed  to  question  the 
assertions  of  those  who  have  made  more  extended  observations,  as  already 
shown,  and  who  give  30  or  60.  We  again  disagree  with  tlie  author 
of  tliis  paper,  in  his  opinion  that  it  is  imi)ropei'  that  such  a  communica- 
tion as  that  of  Dr.  Van  Buren  should  be  placc^d  before  the  public. 
On  the  contrary,  we  think  it  should  be  published.  Though  an  epitome 
of  facts,  they  were  collected  after  much  labor  and  close  observation,  by 
responsible  men  in  the  profession,  and  under  the  high  sanction  of  the 
Medical  Bureau  of  the  Army.  It  should  be  })ublished,  because  it  calls 
the  attention  of  the  profession  to  a  most  important  subject,  one  upon 
which  various  ideas  are  entertained  by  the  medical  men  of  this  and  other 
countries  ;  thus  affording  these  an  opportunity  of  testing  the  correctness 
of  the  observations. 

The  latter  part  of  Dr.  Buck's  paper,  is  a  continuation  of  the  subject, 
of  the  use  and  abuse,  he.  This  portion  of  the  paper  has  particular  re- 
ference to  the  lead  practice,  in  the  diseases  of  the  alimentary  canal. 
From  the  extensive  abuse  of  this  medicine  by  a  late  medical  officer  of 
the  army.  Dr.  B.  has  deduced  arguments,  very  fallacious  in  our  opinion, 
against  large  doses  of  quinine.  He  does  not  deny  the  value  of  lead  in 
its  medicinal  dose.  In  speaking  of  the  poisonous  effects  of  lead,  we  re- 
gret he  does  not  enter  more  fully  into  his  own  experience  of  the  use  of  the 
article  in  disease.  We  are  of  that  class  of  practitioners,  who  use  lead 
extensively  in  bowel  affections,  hemorrhages,  Sec,  and  w  ithout  having  yet 
discovered  the  slightest  ill  consequence  from  it.  W^e  have  been  even  dis- 
posed to  doubt  the  statements  made  by  writers,  that  the  acetate  of  lead 
does  ever  j)roduce  colica  pictonum.  We  should  have  been  pleased  had 
the  author  of  this  paper  been  more  specific  and  extended  in  his  observa- 
tions on  this  point. 

Taken  as  a  whole,  Dr.  B.'s  paper  has  much  merit,  and  this  Depart- 
ment should  applaud  his  motives,  whether  they  approve  of  his  views  or 
not.  W^e  are  much  indebted  to  him  for  calling  the  attention  of  the  De- 
partment immediately  to  this  momentous  subject.  In  this  he  has  ex- 
hibited his  usual  zeal  in  promoting  the  objects  and  in  furthering  the  views 
of  the  Department. 

In  conclusion,  your  committee  entertain  the  hope  that  the  design  of 
both  Dr.  Van  Buren  and  Dr.  Buck  will  be  attained.  W^e  hope  that 
their  papers  will  elicit   from  this  Department  a  full  expression  of  views 
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and  s(Mitim<MUs,  to^i'tlicr  with  tlu5  anciirnto  cl(?tail  of  your  oxpcricncc  of 
the  suhjt'cl  iiiHlcr  consldtM-ation.  All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted 
l>y  your  Committee. 

Note. — A  «:;()od  reason  for  giving  large  doses  of  (|uinin(i  rather  than 
small  in  intenuiltcut  fever,  is  tiiat  a  smaller  amount  of  the  artiel*;  is  ne- 
cessary to  eliect  a  cure.  This  I  assert  on  tlxi  authority  of  those  who  have 
tested  this  by  many  cases.  Thus  in  75  per  ceirt.  a  single  dose  of  20 
grains  of  (juinin(?  will  elfect  a  cure,  while  giving  it  in  small  doses  it  will 
re(|uir(»  nearU'  double  {\\c-  amount.  It  is  a  matter  also  of  some  import- 
ance, inasmuch  as  this  is  an  unpleasant  medicine  to  take,  to  diminish  the 
number  of  doses  as  much  as  ]K)ssible. 


THE   MEDICAI,   SCHOOLS   IN    VIENNA— LETTER  FROM    DR.    DIX. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Dkar  Sir. — Having  taken  lodgings  here  in  the  nu^diral  faubourg,  close 
to  the  Allgemeine  Krankenhause,  and  already  passed  .some  time  here,  I 
send  you  a  brief  sketch  of  this  mammoth  hospital,  or  rather  village  for  the 
sick.  It  was  founded  during  the  latter  part  of  the  last  century,  by  the 
Emperor  Joseph  11.,  with  the  design  of  concentrating  the  various  hospitals 
which  then  existed  remote  from  each  other.  The  funds  of  most  of  these 
hospitals  were  devoted  to  the  new  one,  and  the  building  erected  at  the 
Emperor's  private  expense.  To  this,  large  additions  were  made  about 
ten  years  ago,  and  it  is  now  perhaps  the  largest  in  the  world,  covering 
some  sixty  or  eighty  thousand  square  feet  with  its  buildings  and  courts. 
It  embraces  elev^^n  large  courts,  or  gardens,  and  can  accommodate  1247 
male  and  967  female  patients.  It  is  divided  into  six  medical  and  four 
surgical  wards,  embraces  four  cliniques,  and  numbers  in  its  faculty  men 
of  great  ability,  among  whom  Dr.  Rokitansky,  the  director  of  the  depart- 
ment of  pathological  anatomy,  Dr.  Skoda  in  pulmonary,  and  Dr.  Rosas 
in  ophthalmic  diseases,  are  perhaps  the  most  prominent.  The  cabinet  of 
])athological  anatomy  contains  about  6000  preparations,  and  is  chiefly 
the  result  of  the  labors  of  Dr.  Rokitansky,  who  has  now  in  process  of 
publication  a  very  elaborate  work,  of  which  it  is  the  basis.  Indeed,  the 
large  mortality  in  this  city — 1  in  27 — is  especially  favorable  to  this  pur- 
suit.    About  1500  autopsies  are  performed  annually  in  this  hospital. 

Near  to  this  is  another,  about  one  fourth  the  size,  a  military  hospital, 
and  immediately  adjoininir  both  is  the  Medical  University,  in  which 
are  commodious  lecture  rooms  and  a  museum  of  anatomical  prepaiations 
in  w^ax,  here  said  to  be  the  most  valuable  in  the  world.  It  is  part  of  the 
spoil  taken  by  Napoleon  to  Paris,  and  was  returned  to  Vienna  after  the 
battle  of  Waterloo.  The  obstetrical  division  of  this  cabinet  is  the  largest 
and  most  complete.  There  is  also  at  the  clinique  of  Dr.  Rosas  a  valu- 
able collection  of  wax  and  other  pr,iparations,  some  of  which,  together 
with  a  few  odier  drawings,  are  interesting  as  the  work  of  its  founder. 
Beer.     Together  with  this,  is  shown  a  cabinet  containing  a  large,  and,  as 
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it  is  said,  though  incorrectly,  complete  assortment  ol"  all  the  instruments 
which  have  ever  been  used  or  invented  for  opiithahnic  surgery,  in  mod- 
ern times.  Thou<j;h  not  as  perfect  as  it  professes  to  he,  this  collection  of 
instiiunenls,  it  must  he  confessed  for  the  most  [)art  useless,  is  interestiui; 
in  an  historical  point  of  view,  as  they  are  arranged  chronolo'^ically.  This 
clinique  contains  80  beds,  and  admits  also  many  out-patients.  Another,  at 
the  [Military  Hospital,  has  not  so  many  beds,  but  about  the  same  number 
of  out-patients,  and  is  conducted  with  great  spirit  by  Dr.  Jaeger  and  his 
son.  The  prominent  disease  here,  as  at  similar  institutions  elsewhere,  is 
catarrhal  or  purulent  ophthalmia  ;  at  the  clini(jU(^  of  Dr.  Rosas  always 
denominated  catarriial,  and  at  that  of  Dr.  Jaeger  always  Egyptian, 
ophthalmia. 

The  Lying-in  Hos})ital  is  of  great  extent,  and,  although  it  gives  very 
unfa\'orable  evidence  as  to  the  morals  of  the  communitv,  affords  uncom- 
mon  facilities  to  the  student.  The  opportunities  for  dissection  are,  lite- 
rally s[)eaking,  unbounded,  and  they  are  also,  except  to  strangers  who 
may  require  some  peculiar  conveniences  or  arrangements,  quite  gra- 
tuitous. 

Hni  the  acquirement  of  an  entire  medical  education,  here  as  elsewhere 
in  Europe,  is  E)y  American  medical  students,  seeking  to  become  doctors 
by  the  shortest  and  easiest  method,  not  to  be  thought  of.  For  the  de- 
gree of  physician,  four  years  of  study  are  required — and  for  that  of  sur- 
geon, two  in  a<ldition  ;  six  years  for  what  with  us  is  obtained  in  three  at 
the  utmost.  There  are  no  petty  medical  colleges  here,  maintaining  a 
sickly  existence  by  lowering  the  standard  of  medical  re({uirements,  and 
more  anxious  to  exhibit  a  large  annual  catalogue  than  to  send  forth  com- 
petent graduates.  Examinations  are  by  no  means  a  profound  affair,  but 
ibr  piactitloners  in  the  army  they  are  exceedingly  strict.  The  professors 
are  in  fact,  as  thev  receive  their  places  and  salaries  from  government,  alto- 
gether independent  of  the  student,  or  at  least  under  no  pecuniary  obliga- 
tion to  him  ;  and  to  this  circumstance,  as  also  to  an  involuntary  sympathy 
with  the  political  complexion  of  the  government  from  which  their  au- 
thority is  derived,  is  perhaps  to  be  attributed  a  peculiarity  of  manner  to- 
wards the  students  at  a  clini(iue.  or  rather  the  examination  which  follows, 
bordering  a  little  on  the  insolent  ;  and  this,  too,  from  men  who  are  to 
other  persons,  and  at  other  times  to  their  students,  perfectly  courteous. 
This  is  especially  observable  at  the  cliniques  of  the  Military  Hospital, 
and  yet  these  are  the  ones  which  of  all  tliat  I  have  seen  in  Euro])e  (I 
speak  only  of  England  and  Germany)  are  most  to  be  recommended. 
There  is  at  present,  however,  not  one  American  student  here,  although 
there  are  many  English.  In  tact,  although  the  lectures,  dissections, 
he,  are  gratuitous,  the  fees  required  to  be  ])aid  to  the  University 
on  taking  a  degn^%  amount  to  somewhat  more  than  all  the  expenses  at- 
tending the  three  vears'  course  at  most  respectable  institutions  in  America* 

YourSj  he. 

John  H.  Dix. 

Vienm,  Jan.  14.  1845. 


(  299  ) 
SLEEP,  rrs  niroiiTANCE  in  preventing  insanity. 


"  WhiK*  lam  ivsli-cp,  I  Icivf  m-iilirr  frnr,  nor  hope,  mithrr  Iroulilc,  nnr  t,'lorv  :  mid  lilissiiit,'.s 
on  liiiu  who  invfiitrd  sli'('i),  tilt;  iiiaiitlc  ihal  covfis  all  Imiiiiiiii  thoii'^'hts ;  Iim;  jooil  lliat  a])- 
ptMscs  l\unt,'i'r ;  tlio  ilriiiU,  that  iiuniclu's  tliirsl ;  llic  liif.  lliiit  waniiscoM  ;  the  cold,  llial  mode- 
rnU's  ht'at  ;  and,  laslly.  tin-  Ljciicral  coin,  timl  piirdiascs  ail  tliiiiLT'-  :  the  liaiancc  and  wciifht, 
llial  makos  the  sliophi-iil  i-«|iial  to  the  Uini,',  and  the  simple  to  llio  wise."— Sancho  Panza. 

We  havo  luMctoforo  stated  that  In  our  opinion,  the  most  frequent  and  im- 
mediate rausc  of  insanity,  and  one  the  most  important  to  guard  against, 
i'?  the  want  of  sleep. 

So  rarely  do  we  see  a  recent  case  of  insanity,  that  is  not  preceded  hy 
want  of  sleep,  that  we  regard  it  as  almost  the  sure  precursor  of  mental 
derangement. 

l\()t\v  ithstanding  strong  hereditary  predisposition,  ill  health,  loss  of  kin- 
dred or  j)roperty,  insanity  rarely  results  unless  the  exciting  causes  are 
such  as  to  occasion  loss  of  sleep.  A  mother  loses  her  only  child,  the 
merchant  his  fortune,  the  politician,  the  sciiolar,  the  enthusiast,  may  have 
iheir  minds  powerfully  excited  and  disturbed  ;  yet  if  they  sleep  w  ell, 
they  will  not  become  insane. 

We  find  no  advice  so  useful  to  those  who  are  predisposed  to  insanity, 
or  to  those  who  have  recovered  from  an  attack,  as  to  carefully  avoid 
everything  likely  to  cause  loss  of  sleep,  to  pass  their  evenings  tranquilly 
at  home,  and  to  retire  early  to  rest. 

Long-continued  wakefulness  disorders  the  whole  system.  The  appe- 
tite becomes  impaired,  the  secretions  diminished  or  changed,  the  mind  de- 
jected, and  soon  waking  dreams  occur,  and  strange  phantoms  appear, 
which  at  fii*st  may  be  transient,  but  ultimately  take  possession  of  the  mind, 
and  madness  or  death  ensues. 

We  wish  we  could  impress  upon  all,  the  vast  importance  of  securing 
sound  and  abundant  sleep  ;  if  so,  we  should  feel  that  we  had  done  an  im- 
mense good  to  our  fellow-beings,  not  merely  in  preventing  insanity,  but 
other  diseases  also. 

We  are  confident  that  the  origin  of  much  of  the  nervousness  and  im- 
paired health  of  individuals  who  are  not  decidedly  sick,  is  owing  to  a 
want  of  sufiicient  and  quiet  rest.  To  procure  this,  should  be  the  study 
of  every  one.  We  fear  that  the  great  praise  of  early  riskig,  has  had  this 
bad  elTect — lo  make  some  believe  that  sleep  was  of  but  little  consequence. 
Though  it  may  be  well  to  arise  with  the  sun,  or  when  it  is  light — not  be- 
fore, however— ^yet  this  is  of  minor  consequence  in  comparison  with  retir- 
ing early  to  bed. 

Laboring  people  should  retire  as  early  as  nine  in  the  evening,  and  all 
othei's  by  ten  or  eleven.  Those  who  ai*e  liable  to  have  disturbed  sleep, 
should  take  especial  care  that  their  evenings  pass  tranquilly.  INfany  are 
injured  by  attendiuijj  theatres,  parties,  balls,  or  other  meetings  in  the  even- 
in*:,  by  which  they  are  so  much  agitated  that  their  sleep  is  broken  and 
unquiet. 

The  ])ractice  of  spending  the  evening  in  some  of  the  objectionable 
methods  just  mentioned,  is  now  far  more  common  among  all  classes   than 
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formerly,  and   is,  we  apprehend,  one    cause  of  tlie   increase  of  nervous 
diseases. 

The  old  poets  were  well  aware  of  the  value  of  sleep.  Not  only  Shak- 
speare,  and  Dryden,  and  Young,  have  sung  its  praises,  but  Druiunioud 
llius  extols  it. 

'■  Sleep,  silence,  child,  sweet  father  of  soft  rest, 
Prince,  whose  approach  peace  to  all  mortals  hnngs, 
luclilFereiil  host  lo  shepherds  and  to  kiuijs. 
Sole  comforter  of  niiiids  which  are  oppressed  ; 
Loe,  hy  thy  charmiiit,'  rod,  all  breathing  things 
Lie  sluiTih'riag,  with  forgetfulness  possest." 

Many  allude  to  the  fact,  that  while  it  is  the  solace  of  the  needy  and 
poor,  it  often  flies  "  the  perfumed  chambers  of  the  great." 

"  Sleep  is  a  god  too  proud  to  wait  in  palaces, 
And  yet  so  hunilde  loo,  as  not  to  scorn 
Ttie  meanest  country  cottages; 
'  His  poppy  grows  among  the  corn,' 
The  halcyon  sleep  will  never  build  his  nest 
In  any  stormy  breast. 
■  Tis  not  enough  that  he  does  find 
Clouds  anil  darkness  in  the  mind  ; 
Darkness  but  half  his  work  will  do; 
'Tis  not  enough;  he  must  find  quiet  too.-' — Cowley  imit.  Horack. 

Sir  Philip  Sidney  calls  it  the  "  Poor  man's  wealth." 

"  Come  sleep,  O  sleep,  the  certain  knot  of  peace, 
The  bailing  place  of  wit,  the  balm  of  woe  ; 
The  poor  man's  wealth,  the  prisoner's  release, 
Th'  indiflerent  judge  between  the  high  and  low." 

To  procure  this  rich  gift,  it  is  important,  in  the  first  place,  that  the 
mind  should  not  be  disturbed  for  several  hours  before  retiring  to  rest. 

2d.  Retire  early,  and  neither  when  very  warm  or  cold  ;  sleep  on  a  hair 
mattress,  or  on  a  bed  not  very  soft.  The  bed-room  should  be  large  and 
well  ventilated,  and  the  bed  should  not  be  placed  near  the  wall,  or  near  a 
window,  as  such  an  arrangement  often  exposes  the  person  to  currents  of 
cold  air. 

3d.  There  should  be  nothinor  tidit  about  the  neck,  and  the  Chinese 
rule  of  brushing  the  teeth  before  retiring  is  a  good  one.  Tea  or  coffee 
taken  late  in  the  evening  is  apt  to  disturb  sleep.  Strive  to  banish  thought 
as  much  as  possible,  or  take  up  the  most  dull  subject.  Study,  during  the 
evening,  is  improper. 

Some  few  persons,  we  know,  are  able  to  perform  much  mental  labor, 
and  to  study  late  at  night,  and  yet  sleep  well.  Some  require  but  little 
sleep.  But  such  individuals  are  very  rare.  Gen.  Pichegru  informed 
Sir  Gilbert  Blane,  that  during  a  whole  year's  campaign,  he  did  not  sleep 
more  than  one  hour  in  twenty-four.  Sleep  seemed  to  be  at  the  com- 
mand of  Napoleon,  as  he  could  sleep  and  wake  apparently  at  his  will. 

The  present  Minister  of  France,  M.  Guizotj  is  a  good  sleeper.  A  late 
writer  observes,  "  his  facility  for  going  to  sleep,  after  extreme  excitement, 
and  mental  exertion,  is  prodigious,  and  it  is  fortunate  for  him  he  is  so  con- 
stituted, otherwise  his  health  would  materially  suffer.  A  minister  in 
France  ought  not  to  be  a  nervous  man  ;  it  is  fatal  to  him  if  he  is.  After 
the  most  boisterous  and  tumultuous  sittings  at  the  Chamber,  after  being 
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ba'ncd  by  tlic  opposltii)n,  in  the  most  sava^^e  maiiurr — iIkuh;  is  no  milder 
expression  ibr  their  exressive  viol(;nce — he  arrives  at  iioiiu;,  throws  himself 
iipoji  a  couch,  and  sinks  immediately  into  a  profound  sleep,  from  which 
he  is  undisturhed  till  midnight,  when  })rools  of*  the  Moniteur  are  l)rought 
to  him  lor  inspeciion/' 

In  conclusion,  we  hope  these  few  remarks,  and  iha  s^ood  old  poetry  we 
ha\('  (|uoted,  w  ill  have  some  influence,  and  induce  many,  especially  our 
lair  readers,  not  to  disregard  sleep,  but  on  the  contrary  to  cultivate  it  ;  to 
regard  it  not  as  an  evil  tiiat  comes  to  interrupt  enjoyment,  but  as  y,  great 
accomplishment,  and  a  pl(;asure  of  itself — as  Keats  says, 

"  NVliiil  is  more  fjenllo  than  a  wind  in  summer  7 
VVhal  is  more  soollunfj  than  the  prelly  humiuer 
TImI  slays  one  nioiiient  in  an  open  flower, 
And  buzzes  eheorily  from  hower  lo  liowcr  ? 
What  is  more  tranquil  than  a  musk-rose  blowing 
In  a  i^reen  island,  lar  from  all  men's  knowiny  .' 
3Iorc  healthful  than  the  leafincss  of  dales  ? 
More  secret  than  n  nest  of  nightingales  ? 
I\Iorc  serene  than  Cordelia's  countenance? 
JMore  full  of  visions  than  a  high  romance  ? 
What,  hut  thee,  Sleep  7     Soft  closer  of  our  eyes  ! 
Low  murmur  of  lender  lullabies! 
Light  hoverer  around  our  happy  pillows  ! 
Wreather  of  poppy  buds,  and  weeping  willows  ! 
Silent  entangler  of  a  beauty's  tresses  ! 
Most  happy  lisfncr  !     when  the  morning  blesses 
Thee,  for  enlivening  all  the  cheerful  eyes 
That  glance  so  brightly  at  the  new  sunrise." 

American  Journal  of  Insanity. 


NEW  PREPARATION   OF    CINCHONA    BARK. 

Mr.  Donovan,  of  Dublin,  has  collected  a  considerable  amount  of  evi- 
dence from  numerous  medical  authors,  tending  to  prove  that  the  alkaloids 
of  the  barks,  quinine  and  cinchona,  &:c.,  are  not  the  only  constituents 
wdiich  give  those  barks  their  medicinal  properties,  but  that  their  anti-pe- 
riodic efficacy  depends,  in  part,  upon  other  ingredients,  and  much  upon 
the  combination  in  which  the  alkaloids  are  found  in  the  natural  state  of 
the  bark.  The  sulphate  of  quinine  is,  at  present,  the  form  most  com- 
monly employed,  but  many  authorities  are  adduced  by  Mr.  Donovan,  to 
show  that  it  cannot  always  be  depended  on. 

L  nder  the  impression  that  these  preliminary  points  are  proved,  Mr. 
Donovan  proceeds  to  relate  his  experiments,  made  with  the  view  to  ob- 
tain an  agreeable  preparation,  containing  all  the  virtues  of  the  bark  in  a 
small  bulk.  ''  Hitherto,^'  he  says,  "  there  has  been  no  way  of  exhibit- 
ing bark  in  its  fidl  powei's,  except  in  the  state  of  powder,  which,  to  most 
persons,  is  so  disgusting  a  dose  that  it  is  rarely  prescribed."  The  follow- 
ing is  the  preparation  which  he  conceives  accomplishes  the  purpose: 

Let  eight  ounces  of  yellow  bark,  in  coarse  powder,  be  digested  with  a 
pint  of  proof-spirit  for  a  week,  in  a  close  vessel,  with  frequent  agitation. 
The  tincture  is  to  be  fully  extracted  by  the  screw-press ;  the  residuum  is 
to  be  digested  with  another  pint  of  proof-spirit  for  a  week,  and  the  tine- 
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turo  af^ain  expressed.  The  residuum  is  now  to  be  boiled  forbalf'au  liour 
vvith  a  pint  of  water,  and  the  decoction  strongly  j)ressed  out.  'Die  boil- 
ing of  tlie  residuum  a  second  and  a  third  time  with  a  new  pint  of  water  is 
to  be  performed  in  the  same  manner  ;  and  then  the  three  decoctions, 
mixed,  are  to  be  evaporated  by  lieat  to  eii^ht  ounces.  It  will  be  much 
the  better  if  this  be  done  in  a  vacuum.  The  tinctures  mixed,  are  to  be 
distilled  or  evaporated  until  eight  ounces  remain ;  and  these,  still  boiling 
hot,  aie  to  be  added  to  the  evaporated  decoction.  A  jiint  of  liquid  will 
thus  be  produced,  the  chief  ingredient  of  which  is  dikinat*.*  of  quinina. 

To  this  liquid  add  3l5.i31  grains  of  dinoxalate  of  quinina,  and  boil  for 
a  few  moments  ;  then  add  21  troy  ounces  of  refined  sugar,  and  4  ounces 
of  best  gum  Arabic,  both  in  powder  and  previously  mixed.  The  whole 
is  to  be  kept  stirring  until  the  solution  is  effected  ;  and  if  the  resulting 
syrup,  when  cold,  does  not  amount  to  3'2  ounces  by  measure,  water  is  to 
be  added  to  make  up  that  amount.     When  cold,  filter  through  flannel. 

In  each  ounce  of  this  syrup  there  will  be  16  grains  of  anhydrous  dikl- 
nate  of  quinina.  This  syrup  is  twenty-five  times  stronger  than  the  de- 
coction of  bark. 

It  remains  to  offer  a  few  suggestions  relative  to  the  pharmaceutical  em- 
ployment of  this  syrup.  In  general  it  may  be  used  in  any  mixture  of 
compatible  liquids,  when  the  powers  of  bark  are  required,  and  when  the 
other  liquids  are  already  sufficiently  voluminous,  and  would  be  altogether 
too  bulky  if  decoction  of  bark  were  employed.  Thus  in  the  simultaneous 
exhibition  of  decoctions  of  bark  and  sai*saparilla,  in  equal  quantities,  the 
smallest  efficient  dose  of  the  mixture  is  six  ounces  three  times  a  day.  By 
altering  the  formula  to  15J  ounces  of  decoction  of  sarsaparilla,  and  o^ 
drachms  of  syrup  of  bark,  the  same  powers  are  exhibited  in  half  the  fore- 
going bulk. 

The  following  contains  all  its  energy  in  a  state  of  perfect  development 
and  activity,  and  is  a  pleasant  carminative  tonic  : — Cinnamon  water,  six 
ounces  and  a  half;  syrup  of  bark,  half  an  ounce;  compound  tincture 
of  bark,  an  ounce.  An  ounce  measure  of  this  mixture  is  e(|uiv^alent  to 
thirty-six  grains  of  bark  in  substance. 

When  bark  and  iron  are  indicated,  the  following  is  the  formula  in 
which  the  least  chemical  action  takes  place  between  the  tannin  and  the 
iron,  as  no  discoloration  appears  for  several  days  : — Precipitated  carbon- 
ate of  iron,  syrup  of  bark,  of  each  an  ounce.  i\Iix.  Dose,  the  size  of 
a  small  nutmeg. 

The  strength  of  this  syrup  is  such,  that  one  drachm  is  a  full  dose,  either 
by  itself  or  in  water.  Aromatics,  such  as  anise  or  fennel,  are  said  per- 
fectly to  mask  the  bitterness  of  preparations  of  quinina.  M.  Pierquin 
says,  that  thirty-two  grains  of  carbonate  of  magnesia  conceal  the  taste  of 
six  grains  of  sulphate  of  quinina,  without  interfering  in  its  virtues. 

To  conclude  :  this  preparation  of  bark  seems  deserving  of  the  attentive 
consideration  of  physicians,  as  it  contains  all  that  is  valuable  in  that 
medicine,  in  a  state  of  perfect  preservation  and  full  energy.  It  presents 
the  active  ingredients  exactly  in  their  natural  state,  which  good  judges 
have  declared   to   be    in   many   forms  of  disease   absolutely  necessary. 
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It  contains  nolliini;  hiil  w  lint  is  an  tinallcrcd  pioxiinaU'  principle  of  l)ail<. 
Th(^  form  is  connuodions,  nol  liahh*  to  sj)oilinf:;,  is  less  disapjrceablo 
than  any  otlicr,  and  ma\'  he  rendered  (;ven  agrceal)!^'. —  Pharmaccuticnl 
Journal. 


Till-:    HOSTON    MKDICAL    AND    SUJIGICAL  JOLUNAL. 
BOSTON,     MAY    14,     1845. 


J[i/(lrio(/afr  of  Poias/t. — A  distinguislicd  member  of  tlic  profession 
assures  us  that  he  has  taken  the,  hydriodate  of  potash  for  more  than  two 
vears  for  asthma,  and  he  confesses  that  lie  feels  n  personal  concern  in  the 
manufacture  of  the  article.  Two  years  since  he  purchased  it  for  about 
80  the  11).  ;  now  the  same  article  costs  820.  There  has,  no  doubt,  been 
a  universal,  though  noiseless,  adoption  of  it  by  the  faculty,  and  this  may 
l)c  the  only  reason  why  the  drucr  should  become  so  scarce.  He  was  told, 
however,  by  an  apothecary,  in  New  York,  that  iodine  was  used  much  now 
as  a  paint.  Thousands  of  tons  of  sea  weed  lie  waste  on  the  beaches  near 
Boston,  and  in  fact  on  our  whole  sea  coast,  which  the  inhabitants  of  the 
coast,  if  they  understood  the  value  of  the  ashes  of  those  plants,  would 
collect,  and  thus  give  the  country  a  supply  of  iodine.  We  beg  to  suggest 
to  physicians  who  are  favorably  located  for  the  purpose,  that  a  pro- 
fitable income  might  be  derived  by  them,  or  some  of  their  friends,  from 
this  source.  Here  in  the  United  States  it  is  as  yet  an  untried  source  of 
domestic  economy,  but  we  have  no  doubt  it  would  yield  a  very  considera- 
ble sum  in  the  course  of  a  season,  without  any  expense  worth  naming  for 
the  raw  material.  It  is  really  a  matter  of  surprise,  considering  the  cha- 
racteristic ingenuity  of  our  countrymen,  that  sea  weed,  which  accmm- 
lates  on  the  shores  in  prodigious  quantities,  has  been  suffered  to  be  used, 
when  used  at  all,  for  no  higher  purpose  than  an  imperfect  manure.  The 
subject  is  worthy  of  special  consideration. 


Vctrrinari/  Medicinf. — Mr.  Colman,  the  learned  American  writer  on 
Agriculture,  now  in  England,  in  the  third  Part  of  his  admirable  numbers 
on  European  Agriculture,  speaks  of  the  great  importance  of  studying  and 
practising  veterinary  medicine  and  surgery.  "  Humanity  calls  upon  us," 
.«ays  Mr.  Colman,  "  to  alleviate  suffering,  wherever  suffering  exists.  I  wish 
that  veterinary  instruction  was  connected  with  all  our  medical  schools,  and 
made  an  indispensable  branch  of  study.  We  try  all  kinds  of  experiments 
upon  these  helpless  animals,  for  the  benefit  of  science,  and  science  should 
do  something  to  repay  the  debt,  by  atteriipting,  in  every  practicable  form, 
to  alleviate  the  sufferings  of  the  race.  In  the  country,  a  medical  practi- 
tioner, who  would  add  veterinary  skill  and  practice  to  his  other  services, 
would  confer  inmiense  benefits.  It  is  lamentable  that,  by  a  false  standard 
of  moral  duty,  such  an  attempt  should  be  thought  deorrading.  In  mnnv 
cases  it  might  subject  him  to  painful  and  thankless  services:  but  the  life 
of  every  benevolent  pjjysician  is  full  of  such  services,  and  he  has  only  to 
thank  God  thnt  he  li:'s  the  power  of  doing  so  much  good,  often  at  so  little 
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cost.  So  far  from  such  a  practice  being  (Jef/ratling,  the  physician  who 
woiiUI  he  willing  to  render  such  services,  wouhl  be  wortliy  of  double  honor  , 
for  tlie  more  humble,  the  meaner,  the  more  friendless  tlie  suti'erer,  pr()j>«)r- 
tional)ly  is  the  glory  of  the  kindness  enhanced.  There  is  no  reason,  how- 
ever, why  such  services  should  be  gratuitous,  and  in  many  situations  it 
would  I'orm  a  protitable  branch  of  practice." 

Modern  Medical  Practice. — The  same  gifted  writer,  Mr.  Colman,  whose 
comments  on  the  sciences  are  sometimes  quite  equal  to  the  wise  sayings 
of  those  who  are  especially  devoted  to  them,  writes  as  follows  respecting 
improvements  in  medical  practice.  "The  public  may  congratulate  them- 
selves that  medical  practice  is  now  every  where  assuming  the  character  of 
prevention  rather  than  cure  ;  and  that  the  truly  respectable  part  of  the 
profession,  dropping  that  profound  air  of  mystery  with  which  they  formerly 
were  accustomed  to  wrap  themselves  up,  and  which  made  one  tremble  in 
their  presence  almost  as  much  as  in  the  presence  of  the  original  professor 
of  the  black  art,  now  prefer  the  more  simple  to  the  more  artificial  practice. 
They  seem  to  be  fast  learning  that  nature,  like  others  of  the  sex,  may  be 
persuaded,  but  not  forced  ;  may  be  kindly  led,  but  woe  be  to  the  man  who 
attempts  to  drive  her  ;  and  that,  in  truth,  the  great  o'hject  of  medicine,  is 
not  to  give  health,  but  to  remove  disease  ;  to  clean  and  adjust  the  ma- 
chinery, and  then  it  will  go  itself,  barring  accidents,  as  long  as  it  is  intend- 
ed to  L^o  at  all." 


British  American  Journal  of  Mediccd  and  Physical  Sciences. — A  spe- 
cimen No.  of  a  new  journal  bearing  the  above  title,  to  appear  monthly, 
is  now  circulntinir.  It  is  to  be  published  at  Montreal,  under  the  editorial 
care  of  Archibald  Hall,  M.D.  If  the  succeeding  Nos.  are  as  rich  in 
original  materials  as  this,  we  shall  be  extremely  gratified  to  have  the  work 
well  sustained  ;  ajul  if  it  arrives  in  Boston  punctually,  which  has  not  been 
the  case  with  the  present  Montreal  Medical  Gazette,  there  will  be  addi- 
tional pleasure  in  its  perusal.  Dr.  Hall  is  situated  favorably  for  procuring 
the  proper  food  of  a  journal — being  one  of  the  physicians  of  the  Gene- 
ral Hospital.  He  also  exhibits  a  ready  tact  in  expressing  himself  on  such 
subjects  as  legitimately  belong  to  the  province  of  medicine.  If  his  en- 
terprise fails  of  success,  the  cause  will  be  imputable  to  the  profession  in 
the  Provinces,  and  not  to  himself  Having  the  pleasure  of  a  personal 
acquaintance  with  many  of  the  leading  professional  gentlemen  in  the  Cana- 
dian cities,  we  are  certain  that  no  place  is  blessed  with  higher  minded 
or  better  qurdified  medical  practitioners.  By  their  patronage  and  their 
united  exertions,  they  could  give  both  permanence  and  brilliancy  to  any 
medical  periodical. 


Nnn  Medical  Bill  in  Canada. — Towards  the  close  of  the  late  session  of  the 
United  Canada  Legislature,  Attorney  General  Smith  postponed  to  the  next 
session,  the  "  Bill  for  rcoulating  the  Studi/  and  Practice  of  Medicine  in  the 
Province."  Some  of  the  mother  country  leaven  is  at  work  in  the  Provincial 
Parliament;  but  the  proper  question  is  simply  this — will  the  people,  or  tlie 
practitioners  themselves,  enjoy  more  privileges  or  better  protection  under 
anv  modification  of  the   law,   than   thev   now   do?     Experience,  here   in 
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New  iMinrlnnd,  and,  in  fart,  almost  ovcrywiicre  else,  proves  that  le^risJation 
cannot  suppress  quackery,  or  iiidiire  jjeople  to  take  advice  Irorn  sources 
not  i)reci8elv  a^frceal)!^  t»)  lIuMMsclves.  In  short,  men,  women  and  child- 
ren, have  no  sort  of  respect  for  laws  that  interfere  vvitii  them  in  i)aironiz> 
ing  just  whom  they  please.  A  discovery  of  this  fact  has  led  to  the  repeal 
of  whole  hnndles  of  statute  re<rnIations,  and,  fnially,  iti  Massachus(itts,  se- 
cured to  any  one  the  privilej^e  of  turning  doctor  witii  as  little  ceremony 
as  some  a(iventurers  use  in  chaniriufjf  their  politics.  This  freedom  has 
done  wonders  towards  i)lacing  the  educated  members  of  the  profession 
in  tlu;  very  j)osition  they  have  a  right  to  occupy,  in  the  estimation  of  the 
thinkiuir,  responsible  part  of  the  community.  Religion  is  nowhere  better 
cherished  and  sustained,  than  where  the  State  leaves  it  free  for  every  man 
to  hear  and  pay  religious  teachers,  or  stay  away  and  not  pay.  So  it  is 
with  respect  to  the  medical  profession  :  practitioners  are  well  sustained 
and  honored,  where  the  law  is  wholly  silent  in  regard  to  any  special  pro- 
tection. 

Chft  Palate. — An  essay  on  this  subject,  embracing  the  treatment,  by 
Dr.  S.  P.  ITullilien,  of  Wheeling,  Virginia,  has  been  received.  Last  sea- 
son, a  paragraph  was  given  in  regard  to  the  author's  method.  The  pre- 
sent pamphlet  has  several  wood  engravings,  which  make  the  text  much 
better  understood.  Dr.  Ilullihen's  needle  holder  is  rather  complicated  in 
structure,  but  may  prove  a  good  instrument,  notwithstanding.  Dr.  Smilie's 
needle,  recently  invented,  and  described  in  the  Journal  within  a  few 
weeks,  seems  to  be  altogether  superior  to  this,  and  if  Dr.  Hullihen  could 
use  it  in  one  operation,  it  strikes  us  that  he  would  soon  after  abandon  the 
instrument  he  describes.  Every  person  who  exerts  liimself  to  better  the 
condition  of  the  unfortunate,  either  physically  or  morally,  commands  our 
respect,  and  we  therefore  thank  the  author  referred  to  in  these  remarks, 
for  his  ingenious  contributions  to  the  common  stock  of  surgical  knowledge. 


Anonymous  Advice  to  the  Editor. — Nothing  more  completely  indicates 
a  base  coward,  than  anonymous  letters  of  attack  or  censure.  We  have 
been  annoyed,  more  than  once,  by  an  envious,  mischief-making  writer, 
who  evidently  resides  in  Cortland  village,  N.  Y.  In  consequence  of  an 
article  appearing  in  this  Journal  from  a  certain  source,  his  ill  will  is  acrain 
roused,  and  we  are  warned  anonymously  of  the  consequences  of  pub- 
lishing any  more  from  tlie  pen  of  his  old  grudge.  The  chirooraphy  is 
badly  distorted,  yet  is  evidently  the  work  of  a  good  penman.  Here  follows 
the  penalty  of  further  incurring  the  displeasure  of  this  assassin.  '*  Finally, 
my  object  in  writing  to  you  now,  is  to  inform  you  that  the  physicians  of 
this  county  resolved,  at  their  last  meeting,  that  if  you  continue  to  publish 

S 's  trash,  that  we  withdraw  from  the  support  of  your  Journal  entirely. 

Such  is  the  decision  of  our  society,  and  we  shall  live  up  to  it."  The 
manuscript  is  at  ti)e  service  of  the  President  or  Secretary  of  the  Cortland 
Co.  Medical  Society. 


Faital  Cirrulatinn. — The  very  beautifid  and  correct  colored  drawino-s 
illustrative  of  the  Petal  circulation,  on  whicli  Mr.  Child  has  been  a  lono- 
while  engaged,  are  now  finished.     We  hope  tlie  artist  will  meet  with  such 
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substantial  eucouraijenient  as  to  induce  him  to  commence  a  series  of  col- 
ored liilioi^ruphs  explanatory  of  the  appearance  of  tlie  eye  in  its  diseased 
condition,  vvliich  is  contemplated. 


New  Specific  Rcmc(h/. — A  majority  of  all  the  medical  men  in  the  civil- 
ized world,  are  doubtful  of  the  existence  of  specific  remedies  l"or  particu- 
lar diseases.  In  the  face  of  this  well-known  fact,  however,  Dr.  Pierce's 
Spikenard  and  Dandrliun  Si/rup  is  advertised  as  '*  a  specific  for  scrofula, 
salt  rheum,  erysipelas,  rlicumatism,  ring  worm,  scald  head,  ulcers,  inflam- 
mation of  the  liver,  cutaneous  eruptions,  pimples,  piles,  blotches,  ulcers  on 
the  bowels,  cancers,  nervous  tumors,  &.c."  VVho  can  this  Dr.  Pierce  be  ? 
Or  is  the  na;ne  manufactured  as  a  passport  for  the  medicine  to  public  favor  ? 
Surely,  he  is  a  fortunue  man,  to  be  master  over  such  a  haste  of  common 
foes  to  health.  From  the  circumstance  that  a  book  of  certificates  of  mar- 
vellous cures  is  freely  circulating  in  Boston,  it  is  presumed  that  Dr.  Pierce 
thinks,  as  other  quacks  do,  that  tiiCM'e  is  good  jiicking  in  the  literary 
emporium. 


Case  of  IZpilepsi/. — Dr.  S.  Gower  relates  the  following  case  in  a  late 
No.  of  the  Lancet : — "  The  patient  was  a  girl  of  about  7  years  old.  The 
muscles  of  one  side  of  the  face  and  of  the  body  were  dreadfully  con- 
vulsed, and  the  eyes  everted  nearly  into  the  corners  of  the  sockets,  not 
squinting,  but  both  turned  the  same  way,  from  right  to  left.  1  bled  her 
from  a  branch  of  the  temporal  artery,  to  the  amount  of  four  teacupfuls, 
taking  the  blood  from  the  temple,  on  the  opposite  side  to  that  affected. 
At\er  bleeding,  the  muscles  on  the  side  afl[ected  ceased  to  be  convulsed, 
and  the  muscles  of  tlie  opposite  side  became  so,  but  in  a  less  degree;  the 
eyes  also  vibrated,  but  with  less  violence,  towards  the  opposite  corners. 
After  an  hour  or  two,  during  which  a  warm  bath  was  employed,  and  chlo- 
ride of  mercury,  with  tartrate  of  antimony,  administered,  leeches  were 
applied  to  the  other  side  of  the  temples,  and  she  finally,  and,  indeed, 
speedily  recovered.  As  headache  had  been  complained  of  for  months 
previously,  and  as  free  bleeding  so  speedily  relieved  the  convulsions,  I  am 
inclined  to  think  that,  if  unrelieved,  the  case  would  have  terminated  in 
apoplexy.  If  so,  she  owes  her  life  in  part  to  her  having  sensible  people 
for  her  parents,  who  placed  no  ol)struction  in  the  path  of  my  duty  to  her 
and  them.  About  three  months  have  elapsed  without  any  recurrence  of 
the  disease.  What  I  record  this  case  for  is  not  on  account  of  its  favorable 
termination,  but  because  it  is  an  instance  of  a  transfer  of  convulsive  ac- 
tion from  the  side  first  afTected  to  the  other,  which  was  evidently  caused 
by  unloading  the  bloodvessels  of  the  opposite  hemisphere.  The  rescue 
from  pressure  of  cerebral  or  nervous  filaments,  which  were  sufferers  under 
the  incubus  of  plethoric  bloodvessels,  would  seem  to  have  been  effected." 


Strangulation  bi/  Machinery. — On  Monday,  January  16,  1845,  Mr.  Baker 

held  an  inquest  on  the  body  of  William  Laurence,  aged  IS,  employed  by 
Mr.  Martin,  paper  glazer  and  embosser.  On  the  previous  Friday  evening, 
deceased  was  about  to  glaze  some  paper  at  a  one-horse-power  steam  en- 
gine, and  was  passing  a  proof  sheet  between  its  rollers,  one  of  which  is  of 
hollowed  brass,  heated  by  a  red-hot  round  bar  of  iron,  in  the  manner  of  a 
tea  urn.     He  wore   at  the  time   a   neckerchief,  tied   sailor-like,  with  the 
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ends  «lcpon(rm<r  loosolv  and  l<nl^^  Tlio  slicot  of  p;jj)rr  lie  was  tryinj;, 
mis.siii<r  its  bite,  slipped,  and  as  he  stoojx'd  lo  calcli  it,  \\u\  nids  of  }iis 
neckcloth  <rnt  beneath  \\\r  l)!ass  r()]l<'r,  and  lie  was  drawn  in  with  liis  nock 
and  side  face  tiirhtlv  fixed  aijainst  it.  lie  <-ried  ont  "stoj)  tlie  en^rine," 
and  two  fellow  workmen  liearinij^  the  a[)peal  lie  made,  hurried  to  his  assist- 
ance, and  did  so.  They  then  unscrewed  the  rollers,  and  extricated  the  de- 
ceased. Ilesiijrhed  heavily,  onc>e  or  twice,  and  (;x])ire,d.  Mr.  Matcher,  a 
neiiihborinir  snrcreon,  j)ronounced  the  cause  oi"  death  to  be  stran^ajjation, 
and  account<*d  for  its  suddenness  throucrli  the  close  contact  of  the  deceas- 
ed's visajre  with  the  heated  roller.  Had  it  been  cool,  since  he  was  so  ex- 
l)e(litiously  extricated,  he  niiirht  not  have  been  strangled.  Verdict,  *'  Ac- 
cidental death." — London  Illustrated  News. 


Mid'icd]  }fisrrllanjf. — Two  men  recently  lost  their  lives  at  Mineral 
Point,  Wisconsin,  by  eating  wild  parsnip. — Dr.  James  li,  Tate  has  been 
appointed  Consul  at  Buenos  Ayres. — Surgeon  W.  A.  W.  Spotswood  is  or- 
dered to  the  Vandalia.  Surgeon  N.  Pinckney  is  to  discliarge  the  <luty  of 
Surgeon  of  Rendezvous,  together  with  his  own  as  Surgeon  of  the  Naval 
Stati(Mi  and  Receiving  Ship  at  Baltimore.  Surgeon  N.  C.  Barrabino  is 
detached  from  the  Rendezvous  at  Baltimore,  ordered  to  the  Vandalia  on 
temporary  duty.  Surgeon  D.  S.  Green  is  detached  from  the  Vandalia. 
Surgeon  S.  Sharp  has  leave  of  absence  renewed  for  three  months.  Sur- 
geon Geo.  Clynicr  has  leave  of  absence  from  the  Washington  Navy  Yard 
one  month.  Dr.  Washington  Sherman  is  appointed  Assistant  Surgeon  in 
the  Navy. — The  yellow  fever  has  appeared  at  Guayaquil,  and  also  tlie  hor- 
rible disease  called  the  button  of  gold — of  which  nearly  all  die  who  are 
attacked  with  it,  within  about  twenty-four  hours. — Vast  quantities  of  the 
tusks  and  teeth  of  the  mastodon  have  recently  been  found  in  Russia. — Dr. 
Oris  A.  Brown,  Chief  Clerk  of  the  Navy  Department,  has  resigned. — Ru- 
mor says  that  Dr.  Geo.  F.  Lehman  has  received  the  appointment  of  Post- 
master of  Philadelphia. — Smallpox  has  made  its  appearance  at  Newbury- 
port,  Mass.  It  has  also  been  brought  to  Philadelphia  from  Liverpool,  in 
the  packet  ship  Monongahela. 


To  CoRRESFONDKNTs. — Soiiie  remarks  by  Dr.  W.  H.  Van  Burcn  on  Dr.  Buck's 
strictures  on  his  paper  relating  to  the  use  of  largo  doses  of  quinine,  were  receiv- 
ed too  late  for  this  No.  One  of  the  reports  by  a  Committee  of  the  National  In- 
stitute, appointed  to  examine  Dr.  Buck's  communication,  will  be  foimd  in  to-day's 
Journal.  In  the  mean  time,  as  will  be  seen  under  our  obituary  head,  Dr.  Buck 
has  been  suddenly  prevented,  by  death,  from  all  further  participation  in  this  and 
every  other  earthly  pursuit. 

Marrif.p,— In  Portland,  Conn.,  Gershom  C.  H.  Gilbert,  J\I.D.,  to  Miss  Harriet 
TallciUt,  daunrhter  of  Rev.  H.  Tallcatt,  of  Portland.— At  New  York,  H.  Van  Ars- 
dale,  M.D.,  to  Miss  Anne  C.  IJiilman. 

l)iKf>.— At  the  United  States'  Arsenal,  Washington,  1).  C,  Dr.  Marcus  C. 
Buck,  of  apoplexy. — At  Tecumseh,  Michigan,  of  epidemic  erysipelas,  John  W. 
Curtis,  M.D.,  28. 


Nuinhur  ofdeiitlis  in  Bnxlon.tbr  lh«!  week  eiidiiig  Mhv,  10,  .37  — M.tlcs,  23  ;  Femalts,  J4.     Stillborn,  4. 

Of  coiiMUiiiilitiii,  4 — palsy,  1— hooitiiis,'  coii^li,  1 — Urtipsy,  1— pravil,  1  — smalli)()x,  1  — t>ptius  fever,  1 
— i«carlel  lever,  5— caHker,  2— par;ilybis,  2— j:iiiinlice,  1— dropsv  on  the  hraiii,  3— i.onviilsions,  1 — liiiif; 
lever,  2 — accidentni,  2 — child-bed,  1— iielhinjr,  2  — iiillHiiwiiiitioii  ol'the  bowels,! — marasmus,  1 — diar- 
rhiRa,  1 — er\!sipelas,  1 — drciwiied,  1  — mikiiown,  1. 

ludero  years,  16  — between  5  and  JO  years,  "j— between  20  and  00  years,  1 1— over  60  }  ears,  5. 


308  Mtdical  InttlUsence. 


■{^ 


llupturt  uf  tilt  Liver.  By  E.  W.  C.  King[)()M,  Esq.,  Ediii. — Duriiiirlasl 
uiUmnn,  the  mouth  of  September,  1  think,  a  boy,  driving  u  coal  vv;igon  on 
the  Ediiihiirtrh  and  Dalkeith  llailwuy,  h)st  his  balance,  and  fell  before  it, 
liie  wheels  passing  over  his  body.  Some  colliers  observing  the  accident, 
conveyed  him  to  his  mother's  lionse,  vvhicli  was  not  far  distant,  and  vviiere, 
along  with  a  medical  practitioner,  I  shortly  afterwards  saw  him.  lie  was 
lying  in  a  state  of  insensibility,  with  paralysis  of  the  lower  extremities, 
consequent  on  fracture  of  the  last  dorsal  and  first  lumbar  vertebra,  and 
laceration  of  the  spinal  cord.  Urine  and  fieces  had  been  passed  involun- 
tarily. The  abdomen  was  tumid,  but  "  not  the  least  mark"  of  e.vternal 
injury.  The  boy  lingered  for  about  hve  hours,  when  he  expired.  A 
"sectio"  was  allowed,  when  the  above  fracture  was  discovered,  and  on 
the  abdomen  being  opened,  blood  welled  out  in  considerable  (juantity  ;  and 
indeed  it  required  a  pretty  active  use  of  the  sponge  before  the  proper  state 
of  matters  could  be  ascertained.  We  then  discovered  that  the  liver  was 
ruptured  transversely  throughout  its  whole  extent,  and  the  hiemorrhage 
had  evidently  proceeded  from  the  portal  vessels.  It  was  cuiapldelij  divid- 
ed, and  as  clearly  as  if  it  had  been  done  with  a  knife. 

Rfmarh.<. — The  first  question  that  naturally  arises  here  is,  how  could 
this  complete  division  occur  ?  The  only  injury  to  be  perceived  from  ex- 
ternal examination  was  the  fracture  of  the  vertebrae,  the  boy  having  fallen 
on  his  face  and  the  wheels  of  the  wagon  passed  over  the  spinal  column. 
This,  one  would  be  led  to  suppose,  could  not  alFect  the  liver  to  such  a 
degree,  without  we  are  to  take  it  for  granted  that  the  abdomen  was  com- 
pressed in  the  hepatic  region  by  the  raised  iron  rail,  and  then,  surely,  we 
must  have  some  external  mark,  as  an  indentation  of  something  of  that 
sort ;  yet  there  was  not  the  least  mark  of  violence,  although  such  destruction 
of  the  liver  was  sustained.  I  have  heard  of  another  case  only,  which  oc- 
curred in  a  child  in  this  city,  which  was  occasioned  by  leaping  from  a  wall  a 
few  feet  in  height ;  the  child  died  immediately,  and  ^  pust-inurtem  examina- 
tion revealed  a  similar  rupture  of  the  liver  to  the  one  just  recorded. — Lon- 
don Lancet. 


Suppression  of  Hemorrhage  from  the  Nose. — The  new  remedy  for  ar- 
resting epistaxis,  suggested  a  year  or  two  since,  by  holding  up  one  or  both 
hands,  was  thus  alluded  to  by  Dr.  Webb  at  a  late  meeting  of  the  Medical 
and  Physical  Society  of  Calcutta. 

In  the  first  case  he  had  tried  it,  the  man,  an  European  soldier,  was  abso- 
lutely exhausted  by  the  continued  hemorrhage  ;  several  pans  were  filled  with 
bloody  rags.  The  man  had  nasal  polypus,  and  plugging  the  posterior 
nares  was  impossible.  He  was  too  weak  to  hold  up  his  hands,  but  the 
instant  they  were  held  up  by  others,  the  hemorrhage  ceased.  On  being 
met  witli  two  days  after,  he  said,  "Oh,  sir,  I  have  no  fear  of  it  now,  I  can 
always  hold  on  by  the  bed-post." 

Another  case  had  kept  a  medical  officer  in  harassing  attendance,  and 
Mr.  Webb  had  been  asked  to  relieve  him.  He  found  the  patient  very 
blanched  and  pale  ;  and  a  serious  expression  on  the  face  of  his  friends, 
Mr.  Webb  brought  up  a  large  screen,  put  one  hand  of  the  patient  upon 
the  top,  and  kept  it  there.  The  bleeding  stopped  as  by  magic, — India  Medi- 
cal and  Surgiecd  Journal. 
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UTILITY   OF   BATHING. 

By    W.  M.  Cornell,    M.D.,    Boston. 
tCommunicatod   for   tlie  Boston    Medical    and   Surgical   .Toiirnal.] 

We  read  of  the  fabled  af;es  of  gold,  silver  and  iron.  Ours  is  the  af^^e  of 
water.  This  is  the  theme  in  city  and  country.  Cold,  pure,  soft  water, 
the  universal  solvent,  the  best  drink  for  man  and  l)east,  the  great  promo- 
ter of  cleanliness,  health  and  happiness. 

It  is  not  designed  in  this  article  to  speak  particularly  of  Hydropathy, 
as  it  is  generally  understood,  nor  of  the  benefit  of  Cold  Water  Armies, 
how  good  and  valuable  soever  they  may  be  in  their  places.  The  spe- 
cial object  of  the  writer  is  to  speak,  as  a  physician,  of  the  utility  of  the 
Bath,  as  conducing  to  the  comfort,  health  and  happiness  of  man,  and  as 
a  preventive  and  remedy  of  disease. 

The  skin,  which   is  the  covering  of  the  body,  has  been  considered  its 
"  fundamental  organ  "  by  some  eminent   physicians.     All  acknowledge 
the  importance  of  cleanliness,  but  few   know  the   sympathy  between  the 
skin  and  the  internal  viscera.     There  is  an   intimate  sympathy  between 
the  skin  and  the  lungs.     This   is  often  seen   in  the  case  of  those  persons 
who  are  troubled  with  a  severe  cough  during  the  cold  season  of  the  year, 
and  who  are  free  from  it  in  the  warm  season  when   the  perspiration  from 
the  skin  is   profuse.     The  first   effect  of  external   impressions  from  the 
atmosphere  is  on  the  skin  and  lungs.    We  are  unable  fully  to  explain  this 
sympathetic  effect  between    the  skin   and   lungs  and  other  viscera.     But 
that  such  a  sympathetic  action    takes   place   between  these  organs,  is  de- 
monstrated in  the  cold  bath.     When  the  body  is  immersed  in  water  ol"  a 
tem])erature  considerably  below   that  of  the  body  in   its  natural  state,  the 
vessels  on  the  skin  are  rendered  torpid,  and  tlie  blood  is  thrown  upon  the 
internal  organs.     At  the   same  time,  a  sympathetic  torpor  takes  place  in 
the  capillary  vessels  of  the  lungs,  which  occasions  the  paiitivg  for  breath 
experienced  upon  suddenly  entering  the  cold   bath.     But   reaction  soon 
takes  place,  and  the  functions  of  the  skin  are  renewed  with  increased  en- 
ergy.    This  is  but  a  repetition  of  what  takes  place  in  sudden  atmospheri- 
cal changes.     In  our  climate,  proverbial  for  its  sudden  changes,  the  lungs 
are  the  organs   which   suffer  most.     The   delicate   and  feeble,  especially 
females  who  usually  go  lightly  dressed,  suffer  more  than  oihers  from  aerial 
16 
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vicissitudes  operating  upon  the  lungs  througli  the  inediuni  of  the  skin.  I 
should  in  tliis  place  say  more  ahout  diseases  of  the  lungs  (of  whicii  I 
have  personally  had  some  experience),  did  I  not  desitin  to  speak  more  at 
large  on  puhnonary  consumption,  should  opportunity  present,  at  a  liiture 
lime.  My  ohject  at  present  is  to  show  only  tlie  connection  hetween  the 
skin  and  the  lungs,  as  preparatory  to  what  may  be  said  about  btithing. 
There  is  also  an  intimule  svtnpatliv  between  the  skin  and  stomach,  kid- 
neys and  liver.     But  this  will  not  now  be  considered. 

In  the  greater  part  ot"  the  derangements  oi  tlu;  lungs  and  other  viscera, 
we  shall  find  the  functions  of  the  skin  first  Impaired.  The  insensible, 
and  even  the  sensible,  perspiration  is  checked.  The  balance  of  the  cir- 
culation is  deranged.  Hence  the  chills  and  Hushes  w  hich  alternately  suc- 
ceed each  other.  Here  commence  the  slight  effects  of  pulmonary  diffi- 
culties, and  these  troubles  are  in  proportion  to  the  violence  of  the  at- 
mospherical influence  upon  these  organs,  through  their  symjmthy  with  th(^ 
skin.  This  point  being  settled,  we  can  readily  see  the  course  of  relief 
pointed  out,  and  the  remedial  measures  to  be  pursued.  It  is  to  restore 
the  proper  functions  of  the  skin.  This  may  often  l)0  accompHshed  by 
various  kinds  of  bathing,  but  the  judicious  use  of  the  bath  exerts  its  most 
salutary  effects  in  preserving  these  functions.  It  is  often  a  remedy  for 
disease,  but  it  is  more  than  a  remedy  for  disease  by  prevejiting  it,  inas- 
much as,  according  to  the  old  proverb,  "  an  ounce  of  prevention  is 
worth  a  pound  of  cure,"  and  as,  he  is  a  greater  surgeon  w  ho  saves  limbs 
than  he  who  cuts  them  off.  Upon  this  principle,  it  is  said,  the  Chinese 
pay  their  physicians  so  long  as  they  themselves  are  in  health,  but  take  away 
their  salaries  as  soon  as  they  are  sick.  Many  of  the  most  grave  diseases 
which  "  flesh  is  heir  to ''  are  cutaneous,  and  would  never  exist  were  pro- 
per measures  employed  to  cleanse  and  purify  the  skin.  The  truthfulness 
of  this  maxim  undoubtedly  led  the  Jewish  Lawgiver  and  the  Arabian 
Prophet  to  })rescribe  so  many  ablutions  in  their  canons.  It  is  not  in- 
tended by  this  remark  to  place  the  writings  of  Closes  and  Mahomet  upon 
the  same  footing,  but,  simply,  that  in  their  frequent  purifications  of  the 
surface  of  the  body,  both  of  them  prescribed  a  course,  and  made  com- 
pliance with  it  a  religious  duty,  which  was  calculated  to  promote  the 
health,  happiness  and  longevity  of  their  followers.  Bathing  was  much 
practised  by  the  ancient  Greeks  and  Romans.  They  expended  vast 
sums  of  money,  not  from  the  coffers  of  individuals  only,  but  also  from 
the  public  chest,  in  erecting  stupendous  and  beautiful  baths.  These,  at 
the  present  time,  like  all  the  other  works  of  art  in  those  countries,  are  in 
ruins.     Still,  the  ocean,  lakes  and  rivers  supply  their  places. 

It  is  not  simply  in  reference  to  cleanliness  that  I  would  call  the  atten- 
tion of  the  public  to  the  bath,  but  as  the  means  of  preventing  and  re- 
moving disease.  I  suspect  the  bath  is  in  much  more  frequent  use  in  this 
country  nov/  than  it  was  a  quarter  of  a  century  since.  But  its  use  at 
the  present  time  is  little  in  comparison  with  what  it  is  in  the  Eastern 
world.  According  to  modern  physicians  and  others  who  have  travelled 
in  Asia  and  the  northern  parts  of  Europe,  baths  are  frequently  used  at 
the  present  time.     One  of  the  most  eminent  physicians  of  modern  times 
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snvs,  ''  It  is  a  mistake  to  siippos*?  tliat  It  is  only  in  ;i  liot  ciiinate,  where 
llu'  |)  M-s|)irati(m  is  almiidanl,  thai  the  clcaiiliii<'ss  of  ahhiliotis  is  riecessciry. 
In  thi'  wilds  oC  Uu-sia  the  peasant  steams  himself  in  a  hot  vapor,  and 
then  rohs  himscir  in  snow.  Hy  early  iiiurini;'  liiinsc'lf  to  lliese  transitions, 
he  preSvTVv^s   iiedth  to  ohi  a'je,  and  seldom  recjuires  medicine/' 

No  one  can  slndy  and  midei'stand  the  proper  jnnctions  of  the  skin  and 
th(^  svmpalhetie  influence  exerted  hy  it  upon  ihc;  internal  origans,  withoe.t 
reali'/iiiir  tjiii  truth  oi'  what  is  said  ahovc^  relative  to  the  ellecls  of  the 
hath  in  preventinii'  and  curin;;  disease.  It  is,  heyond  douht,  the  Ijest  pre- 
ventive of  di'^ease  known,  w  Iumi  properly  used,  and  it  certainly  exerts  jio 
inct^n^iderahle  influence  in  removing  disease.  But  it  should  nevcn-  be  re- 
s{)rt(Hl  to  hv  the  invalid  without  the  advic(^  of  an  experienced  and  judi- 
cious physician.  1  mean,  when  there  is  the  slightest  j)robahility  that  any 
of  tlie  internal  organs  are  diseased,  or  greatly  dehilitated.  1  have  known 
both  the  cold  and  wai-m  bath  prove  higlily  injurious  to  invalids.  I  think 
it  would  not  be  too  much  to  say,  I  hav^e  known  them  convert  slight  dJs- 
(^ases.  and  those  which  might  have  been  remedied  by  proper  treatment, 
into  grave  and  incurable  ones,  especially  the  cold  bath,  when  used  im))ro- 
perly  and  indiscriminately.  To  point  out  when  bathing  may  be  employed 
with  safety  and  utility,  is  one  important  object  of  this  essay. 

Tile  coA/  hnth — when  may  it  be  safely  and  usefully  em[)Ioyed  ?  This 
(]uestion  may  be  the  most  properly  answered  by  the  effects  which  its  use 
produces. 

It  may  be  used  by  spongins;  a  part  or  the  whole  surface  of  the  body^ 
and  wiping  and  rubbing  the  skin,  first  with  a  soft  napkin,  and  dien  with  a 
coarser  one,  or  with  a  brush,  or  with  the  hand,  which  some  consider  the 
best  flesh  brush.  Tliis  manner  of  using  the  cold  bath  is  generally  safe, 
if  commenced  in  the  warm  season.  In  the  case  of  those  who  are  feeble, 
it  is  the  best  and  safest  way  of  applying  cold  water  to  the  surface  of  the 
body. 

A  second  method  of  using  the  cold  bath  is  by  immersing,  or  plunging 
the  w  hole  body  into  the  water.  This  produces  a  greater  shock  to  the 
system  than  sponging  the  body.  The  blood  is  suddenly  diiven  from  the 
extremities  and  capillaries  of  the  skin,  and  thrown  upon  the  large  vessels 
and  trunks  of  the  interior. 

A  third  metliod  is  by  showering  or  affusion.  In  this,  also,  the  shock 
is  greater  than  in  sponging,  and  may  exceed  that  of  j)lunging  if  the 
amount  of  water  used  is  considerable  and  descends  from  the  heiuht  of  a 
number  of  feet. 

These  three  are  the  usual  methods  in  which  the  cold  bath  is  adminis- 
rer.'Ml.  In  all  of  them  the  effect  is  similar  in  kind,  though  it  may  \'ary  in 
degree.  The  shock  given  to  the  system  produces  a  reaction  in  propor- 
tion to  the  strength  and  vigor  of  the  constitution.  The  collapse  of  tiie 
capillary  vessels  is  soon  overcome  by  the  power  of  the  heart  and  arteries, 
and  a  general  ivarmth  and  g/oiv  of  the  whole  system  succeed,  which  is 
both  pleasant  and  salutary.  A  new  and  more  viL^orous  impulse  is  given 
to  the  perspiratory  vessels  of  the  skin  and  glandular  orirans.  The  ex- 
cretory vessels  are  roused  to  renewed   action  and    th(;  whole  system  is  in- 
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vigoritetl,  which  is   evinced   by  a   sense  of  elasticity,  How  of  spirits   and 
pleasing  sensations. 

If  this  reaction  takes  place  soon  after  the  bath,  it  is  the  best  indication 
of  its   beneficial    efl-'rls.      If  a  gentle  glow  or  wunnlh  imrrnduittly  suc- 
ceeds  tlie  shock  of   the   bath,  it    is   a   sure    proof  of  its   utility  ;   but  if 
the  reaction  is  slow  in  taking   place,  it   is  of  doubtful  benefit ;  and  if  it 
does  not  follow   the   balli    at  all.  it  is  proof  that  the  use  of  it,  instead  of 
having  a  salutary  effect,  is   Imrtlul    and   dangerous.     I    have  known   in- 
stances where  the  bath  has  been  iiersistud  in  ibr  some  time,  when,  instead 
of  a  gloio,  it  was  followed  by  a  chill,  and   it  w  as  ruinous   to  the  consti- 
tution.    No  person  should  use  the  cold  bath,  when,  after  bathing,  it  leaves 
the  system  cold  or  chilly.     If  there  is   any  organic  disease  of  the  large 
viscera,  such   as   the  heart,  liver  or  sple(;n,  or   functional  derangement  of 
the  heart,  it  w  ill  be  injurious  or  dangerous  to  use  it  ;  and,  as  this  may  be 
the   case   while   the  invalid   himself  knows   it   not,  he  should  never  use 
the   badi   until   lie   has   been  carefully  examined   by  a  skilful  physician. 
The  seat  and  cause  of  the  disease   should   be  thoroughly    explored,  and 
the  chest  and  abdomen  examined  by  percussion,  compression  and  auscul- 
tation, and   all  the   physical   signs  of  visceral  disease  strictly  scrutinized, 
before  he  is  advised  to  resort  to  sea-bathing  or  to  the  use  of  the  coid  bath 
in  any  of  its  forms.     I  cannot  too  strictly  enjoin  upon  the  invalid  the  ab- 
solute necessity  of  consulting  his  physician   before  he  ventures   upon  an 
experiment  on  which  his  futun^  lu>alth  or  life  may  be  so  dependent. 

It  is  a  good  way  for  the  invalid  to  commence  with  the  tepid  bath,  and 
gradually  lower  its  temperature,  if  its  effects  do  not  prove  injurious,  until 
it  bo  of  the  coldness  of  the  atmosphere. 

The  cold  sea-water  bath,  or  salt  dissolved  in  the  water,  is  always  pre- 
ferable to  fresh  water.  Tliis  seems  to  depend  on  the  stimulus  of  the  salt 
upon  the  skin. 

I  do  not  think  the  greatest  benefit  of  the  cold  badi  is  to  be  found  in  its 
proving  a   remedy  for  disease,  though  as  such  it  is  highly  valuable.     It 
is  in  preventing  disease  that  its   worth   is  pre-eminently  seen.     If  com- 
menced in  infancy,  almost  any  child  may  be  inured  to  its  use,  and  its  con- 
stitution so  tempered  as  to   be  but  little  affected  by  atmospherical  vicissi- 
tudes.     If  commenced  at  adult  age,  before  disease  has  begun  its  ravages, 
or  the  constitution   is   gready   undermined,  any  one  may  so  far  harden 
himself  to  our  climate   that  its   sudden  changes  will  do  him  but  little  in- 
jury.     I  consider  the   cold   bath,  if  commenced   early,  and    properly  ad- 
ministered, as   the   greatest  safeguard  against  the  various  diseases  of  our 
climate  with  which  we  are  acquainted.     If  it  be  true,  as  has  been  said, 
of  the  Aborigines  of  this  country,  that  they  immerse  their  newly-born  in- 
fants in  cold  water,  it  is,  to  say  the  least,  not  a  very  unwise  or  injudicious 
practice.     No  person  can  live  in  our  climate  without  exposure   to   its  vi- 
cissitudes, and  there  is  no  guard  so   effectual   as  the  use  of  cold  water  in 
some  way  applied  to  the  surface  of  the  body.     As   a  remedy  in  certain 
diseases   it   is   invaluable  ;  such  as   smallpox,  scarlet  fever,  measles  and 
other  rashes.     In  all  these  we  may  w^ash  the  skin  tleely  with  cold  water, 
from   die  commencement  to  the  close  of  the  disease.     It  is  thus  rendered 
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soft,  tlie  acrid  matter  passes  oil'  more  fic'cly  tlirouj^li  llie  poics,  aud  the 
fever  is  abated.  In  smallpox  tlie  eold  sca-halhini;  lias  I)(mmi  found  highly 
saliitarv.  Dr.  Eb(M'le,  in  his  Mracliec  ol  Medicine,  on  scarlet  fev(r  says, 
••  'The  application  of  cold  \val''r  to  the  surfaces  of  the.  hody  cannot  he 
too  stroni;iy  nn-ommcnded  in  the  higher  a;rad(!.s  of  this  alf(;ct;on."  And 
lie  quotes  the  followini^  passai^e  from  J^ateman.  '•■  '  As  far  as  my  ('xpc- 
rieiice  has  tauuht  me,  wo  are  possessed  of  no  physical  ai^ent,  hy  which 
th(»  functions  of  the  animal  economy  are  controlled  with  so  much  cer- 
tainty, safety  and  promptitude,  as  by  the  application  of  cold  water  to  tiie 
skin,  under  the  auL^inentiul  heat  of  scarlatina  and  of  some  other  fevers. 
This  exp^ulient  combines  in  itself  all  the  medicinal  properties  wdiich  are 
indicated  in  this  state  of  disease,  and  which  we  should  scarcely  (expect  it 
to  possess,  for  it  is  not  only  the  most  effectual  frhrifugc.  but  it  is  in  fact 
the  only  sudorific  or  anodyne  which  will  not  disappoint  the  expectation  of 
the  practitioner.'  "  ''  1  have  had  the  satisfaction,  in  numerous  instances, 
of  witnessini;"  the  immediate  improvement  of  th(>,  symptoms  and  the 
rapid  change  of  countenance  produced  in  tli(>  patient  by  washing  the 
skin.'' 

1  now  proceed  to  make  some  remarks  upon  the  ivarm  hath.  Says  the 
distinguislu^d  writer  before  named,  "As  the  first  instance  of  cold  bathing, 
as  a  remedy,  was  that  of  iMelampus  bathing  the  daughter  of  the  king  of 
Argos  ;  so  Medea's  cauldron  is  supposed  to  be  the  first  record  of  the  warm 
bath.  From  the  derivation  of  the  word,  'care  destroyer.'  and  the  fabulous 
stories  of  old  age  restored  to  youth  by  the  effects  of  Medea's  l)oiler,  we 
may  suppose  that  the  warm  bath  was  highly  appreciated  in  ancient 
times."  I  have  no  doubt  that  a  general  use  of  the  w^arm  bath  in  our 
countr}''  would  produce  the  most  salutary  and  desirable  effects  upon  the 
health  and  longevity  of  its  inhabitants.  The  time  will  come  when  a 
change  '■'  so  devoutly  to  be  wished  "  will  take  place,  and  the  bath  be 
generally  used.  There  are,  at  present,  many  objections  which  are  utterly 
unfounded,  but  which  must,  nevertheless,  be  removed,  before  this  desirable 
era  will  dawn  upon  us  with  its  blessings. 

It  is  objected  to  the  warm  bath,  that  it  renders  persons  effeminate  and 
dchUitated.  This  is  proved  to  be  an  erroneous  opinion,  froni  the  fact 
that  in  those  Southern  and  Eastern  countries  where  it  is  in  general  use. 
the  inhabitants  are  healthy  and  live  to  a  good  old  age.  That  the  luarm 
bath,  like  every  other  good  thing,  may  be  so  abused  ;  carried  to  such  a 
pitch  of  excess,  luxury  and  extravagance,  as  to  prove  deleterious,  there 
can  be  no  doubt.  That  it  was  carried  to  this  extent  among  the  Romans, 
is  readily  granted.  But  it  was  when  they  were  luxurious  in  everything — 
w^hen  vice  of  everv  kind  so  abounded,  that  even  the  use  of  the  hath,  sahi- 
tary  as  it  is.  could  not  save  them.  Then  (as  INlusic,  th(;  daughter  of 
heaven,  when  she  has  been  exiled  from  her  proper  place,  has  been  made 
to  serve  the  purposes  of  Satan),  the  bath  was  made  subservient  to  their 
sensuality  and  effeminacy.  What  good  thing  may  not  be  abused  ?  When 
used  with  moderation,  it  neither  dchilitatcs  nor  tends  to  promote  effemi- 
nacy. In  debilitated  subjects,  it  strengthens  the  system  and  is  much  safer 
than  the  cold  hath.     It   has  already  been   said   that  the  cold  bath  is  im- 
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proper  and  dani>erous  in  many  diseases.  Not  so,  the  ivarrn.  Its  efFecis 
are  iIk-  reverse  ot"  llie  cold.  It  elicits  the  blood  to  tlie  siirrace,  causini:  it 
to  till  iJie  whole  cutaii  -viiis  system,  and  tlius  nilievinf:^  the  internal  organs. 
It  is  very  salutary  id'lr,  exhaustion,  it  improves  the  pulse,  elevates  the 
spirits  and  increases  t!u'  ap|)eiite. 

As  a  remedij  tor  disease,  it  is  far  preferable  to  the  cold  bath,  but  not  as 
a  preventive.  It  may  be  employed  with  safety  in  a  far  more  numerous 
class  of  diseases  than  the  cold  bath.  I  have  known  it  relieve,  or  w;reatly 
mitigate,  among  others,  the  lollowing  diseases  :  scrofula,  indolent  swellings 
of  the  joints  or  lymphatic  glands,  gout,  incipient  consumption,  chronic  ob- 
structions of  the  liver  and  other  viscera,  old  syphilitic  difliculties,  stone, 
intlammation  of  tlie  bowels,  and  the  whole  host  of  cutaneous  diseases, 
numerous  as  thcv  are.  A  judicious  use  of  the  warm  bath  in  the  relli'f  of 
diseases  cannot  be  too  highly  appreciated. 

To  those  who  are  not  specially  diseased,  it  is  one  of  die  great  luxuries 
of  life,  and  as  such,  it  has  ever  been  esteemed  in  the  Eastern  world. 
Homer  tells  us  that  Ulysses  refreshed  liimself  with  the  warm  bath  when 
he  had  returned  hoiin'  liom  his  toils  and  wars.  It  may  be  administered 
at  any  time,  but  promotes  perspiration  the  most  when  taken  in  the  even- 
ing. It  may  be  takt-n  to  good  advantage,  when  the  person  can  retire  imme- 
diately after  it  to  bed.  I  think  this  the  best  time  to  receive  the  warm  bath. 
If  it  be  taken  at  any  hour  of  the  day,  it  should  be  followed  by  gentle  ex- 
ercise for  an  hour  or  more.  There  are  various  kinds  of  baths  now  admin- 
istered, such  as  the  Russian  vapor,  medicated,  sul))hur,  iodine,  &cc.  All 
these,  when  judiciously  and  properly  used,  may  be  serviceable  and  worthy 
of  the  attention  of  the  valetudinarian  or  invalid. 

Every  person  must  see  the  great  utility  of  ])urifying  the  skin,  when 
the  amount  of  perspirable  matter  which  passes  through  its  pores  is  duly 
understood,  and  the  sympathy  between  that  and  the  internal  viscera  fully 
appreciated.  This  sympathy  has  been  glanced  at  in  the  former  part  of 
this  essay.  Lavoisier,  a  celebrated  French  chemist,  and  many  others, 
have  estimated  the  exhalations  from  the  skin  alone  to  be  about  two  thirds 
of  the  whole  amount  of  meats  and  drinks  taken  into  the  system.  How 
powerful,  then,  must  be  the  free  perspiration  from  this  covering  of  the 
body,  to  preserve  the  whole  internal  structure  in  health  ;  and  what  a  po- 
tent energy  is  it  capable  of  exerting  in  relieving  disease  and  restoring  the 
dei'anged  and  disordered  functions  of  the  whole  animal  economy  ! 

Since  writing  the  preceding  pages,  I  have  been  highly  gratified  to  see 
in  print  the  following  remarks  from  one  to  wdiose  instructions  i  have  list- 
ened with  great  pleasure,  and  not,  I  trust,  without  some  profit,  viz., 
one  of  the  Professors  in  the  Medical  School  of  Harvard  University. 
•'  The  daily  washing  of  the  body  serves  to  remove  the  cuticle,  which 
is  constantly  forming  on  the  surface  of  the  skin,  and  thus  purifies  it,  and 
leaves  its  |)ores  open  for  the  discharge  of  those  fluids  wdiich  the  preserva- 
tion of  the  health  recjuires.  Another  great  advantage  is,  that  the  sudden 
application  of  cold  in  this  mode  to  the  surface  of  the  body  produces  a 
bracing  elTect  on  the  internal  organs,  particularly  those  of  digestion.'' 

The  above  quotation  is  here  inserted,  because  it  comes  from  a  gende- 
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ui;ui  well  known  in  llic  conunnnily,  vcnerahlu  for  aL,M;  nnd  cxpfM-icnCL'.  and 
who  lias  loni>  stood  al  iho  licad  of  liis  profession  ;  thoui^li  it  is  presumed 
that  in  it,  he  has  spoken  only  the  feehn^s  and  views  of  his  Ijicllncn  i^ene- 
rallv  in  the  medical  jirofession. 


ON  THE   USK   OF   LARCK   DOSKS   OF    (ITJINJNE. 

To  the  Editor  of  tho  Boston  Modical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sill, — Allow  me  to  tronhle  you  with  a  few  remarks  in  refennce  lo  a  j)a- 
per  on  the  "  Use  and  Abuse  of  Mcdicine,^^  wliich  appeared  in  the  last 
two  ]\os.  of  your  Journal,  purporting  to  have  been  communicated  by  the 
JMedical  Department  of  the  National  Institute.  As  the  tone  of  tiiis  paper 
might  possibly  lead  to  the  misapi)rehension,  on  the  part  of  some  of  your 
readers,  that  the  strictures  of  th(j  '  parental  Helios '  were  really  des(;rvefl, 
1  deem  it  but  just  to  myself,  and  to  those  whom  I  had  the  honor  lo  repre- 
sent on  the  occasion  which  drew  forth  the  critique  in  (juestion,  to  ask  for 
an  arrest  of  judgment  in  the  case  until  the  ''  other  side "  shall  have 
been  heard. 

In  compliance  with  a  request  to  that  effect,  I  presented  to  the  National 
Institute,  at  its  last  meeting,  a  communication  which  contained,  by  })er- 
mission  of  the  Surgeon  General  of  the  Army,  a  resume  of  the  experience 
of  a  number  of  the  oflicers  of  the  Medical  Staff  in  the  employment  of  the 
sulphate  of  quinine  in  the  malarial  fevers  of  Florida  and  the  South-west, 
which  seemed  to  warrant  the  use  of  this  remedy  in  a  manner  somewhat 
different  from  the  practice  taught  in  the  schools.  I  distinctly  stated,  at 
the  same  time,  that  the  facts  thus  set  forth  as  the  results  of  the  experience 
of  competent  observers,  w^ere  given,  as  such,  to  the  medical  profession, 
and  that  they  were  intended  to  support  no  new  theories,  nor  to  sanction 
any  novel  or  extravagant  system  of  practice. 

The  author  of  the  article  above  referred  to,  deemed  it  his  duty  on  the 
spot  to  protest  a  against  the  "  novel  and  dangerous  "  ideas  put  forth  in 
my  essay,  and  to  beg  the  audience  not  to  consider  them  as  sanctioned  by 
the  ^ledical  Department  of  the  Institute.  The  subject  came  under  the 
notice  of  this  respectable  body  shortly  afterwards,  and  received  unex- 
pected support  in  the  report  of  a  committee  by  which  it  was  investigated. 
As  neither  tliis  report  nor  my  paper  has  been  published,*  and  your  read- 
ers have  seen  nothing  on  the  subject  with  the  exception  of  the  article  on 
the  "  Use  and.  Abuse  of  Medicine,^^  1  have  thought  it  as  well  to  state  the 
most  prominent  points  of  the  ''  novel  and  dangerous' 'f  practice  desciibed 
in  my  communication  to  the  Institute,  and  which  were  so  unfortunate  as  lo 
draw  forth  the  strictures  contained  in  the  above  article. 

They  are  simply  as  follows  : 

[•  Dr.  Van  Buren's  paper,  above  referred  to,  has  not  been  forwarded  for  publication  ;  and  one  o| 
the  reports  on  Dr.  Hiick's  paper  was  inserted  in  the  Journal  last  week,  but  had  not  been  received 
at  Wa>hiii:.'ton  wiien  the  above  whs  written. — En. J 

t  lly  reference  to  Llliotson's  Practice  (.\nierican  Ed.  by  Stewardson,  p.  276,  et  seq.),  it  will  be  seen 
that  there  is  nofhiii:,'  extraordinarily  novel  in  the  use  of  (iniiiine  as  above  described.  Watson  also 
(Practice  o(  Physic,  p.  416),  is  somewhat  sarcastic  in  regard  to  Dr.  Ellioison's  practice  in  this  respect. 
If  it  hail  t'lllen  to  the  lot  ol  the  latter  geuilenian  to  have  eui-ountered  some  of  our  full-blown  Florida 
miasmatic  fevers,  his  views  on  the  subject  would  be,  very  probably,  ditTercnt. 
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Ill  the  iiiiasiuutic  re<^ions  ol"  the  Soutli  and  Soiiih-wesi,  aiul  in  consti- 
tutions depressed  and  debilitated  by  expcxsure  to  ilie  miasmata,  and  the 
excessive  and  continued  heats  whicti  characterize  those  rej^ions,  it  has 
been  found,  by  tlie  experience  of  certain  niechcal  oflicers  of  the  Army, 
that  intermittent  levers  liave  been  arrested  with  more  c(irtainty  and  suc- 
cess, and  without  any  bad  consequences,  by  the  exhibition  of  sulphate  of 
(juinine  in  doses  of  10,  15,  and  20  grains,  immediately  after  the  parox- 
ysm ot  fever  ;  that  in  remittent  fevers,  a  similar  mode  of  athninistration  of 
the  remedy  is  not  merely  pref.  table,  but  absolutely  necessary  to  cut  short 
the  disease ;  that  in  pernicious  intermittents,  and  that  form  of  disease 
known  as  congestive  fever,  no  other  remedy  than  (juinine — and  not  even 
(juinine  in  smaller  doses — will,  in  a  majority  of  cases,  save  life ;  and 
lastly,  that  among  the  thousands  of  cases  treated  in  this  manner  there  is 
no  observation  on  record  of  injurious  effects  from  the  remedy,  other  than 
those  ordinarily  experienced  in  the  usual  mode  of  practice,  although  tlui 
attention  of  the  medical  officers  has  been  particularly  dirertcd  to  this 
point. 

It  is  not  my  design  to  enlarge  upon  this  subject  at  present.  1  have 
reason  to  believe  that  the  experience  of  the  medical  olficcns  of  the  Army 
will  be  given  to  the  profession  at  large,  in  a  detailed  form,  from  the 
proper  quarter,  in  the  course  of  a  few  months  ;  and  1  believe,  moreover, 
that  it  will  receive  abundant  confirmation  at  the  hands  of  all  practising 
physicians  at  the  South,  whose  opinions  are  drawn  from  bed-side  observa- 
tion, and  with  whom  novelty  and  heresy  are  not  synonymous  tei-ms. 

I  take  pleasure  In  adding,  that  1  fully  reciprocate  the  personal  respect 
and  good  feeling  expressed  by  the  author  of  the  article  which  has  given 
rise  to  these  remarks.  I  am.  Sir,  he.  &:c. 

Wm.  H.  Van  Blren,M.D.,  U.S.A. 

Washington,  D.  C,  May  1th,  1845. 


ILLUSTRATIONS   OF   TUMORS   AMO.\G   TIJE   CHINLSE. 

[Comiuiinioated  lor  tlie  Boston  Medical  and  Siirirical  Jtmiiiiil.l 

Our  friends  from  the  country,  who  visit  Boston  on  the  coming  anniver- 
sary, must  not  forget  to  look  in  at  the  room  of  the  Society  for  Medical 
Improvement.  In  addition  to  the  well-known  objects  of  attraction  con- 
tained in  its  cabinet,  ever  multiplying  under  the  hand  of  its  untiring 
guardian,  a  new  accession  has  lately  been  made  to  its  treasures  \\hich  they 
will  examine  with  the  greatest  interest. 

Dr.  Robert  W.  Hooper  has  recently  ])resented  the  Society  with  a  se- 
ries of  oil-paintings,  twenty-eigl^t  in  number,  representing  a  great  variety  of 
cases  of  surgical  disease,  principally  tumoi-s,  observed  at  the  hospital  at 
Canton  under  die  care  of  Dr,  Parker.  They  have  been  enclosed  in 
handsome  gilt  frames,  at  the  expense  of  some  of  tlie  members  of  the  So- 
ciety, and  now  ornament  the  walls  of  the  apartment  in  which  its  cabi- 
net is  contained.  As  illustrations  of  disease  thev  are  in  the  highest 
degree  curious   and  instructive,  and   as  works  of  art    they   may    chaU 
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len«re  the  ii(lmiratii)ii  of  ailisis  llunnsclves.  The  <ir!iti(ii(l(,'  ol  the  So- 
ciety  lor  this  very  liaiulsomc  i^ill  would  have  luiturally  led  to  a  wish  that 
the  portrait  ol'  tlic  donor  mii^ht  have  accompanied  the  otlicr  paint- 
ings— hut  it  niii;ht  have  heen  unpleasant  to  our  hb(M'al  Jri(;nd  to  have 
been  hunii;  u[)  on  the  wall  as  d  pendant  to  a  s|)ina  ventosa,  or  a  vis-ii'vis 
to  ;i  luuiius  haunatodes. 

These  monstrous  diseased  growths  are  very  scuious  things  to  our  jioor 
lellow-creatures  of  the  Celestial  en)j)ire.  But  they  arc  so  out  of  all  rea- 
sonable proportions,  and  sprout  up  in  such  strange  shapes  and  places — 
and  China  is  so  far  olK  and  a  China  man  is  so  iruich  of  an  abstraction  to 
our  minds — and  the  almond-shaped  eyes,  the  pigtail,  the  brown-sherry 
complexion  and  the  Oriental  environments  of  the  sulierers,  so  blind  us 
to  the  naked  fact  of  the  existence  of  an  unsightly  or  devouring  malady, 
that  we  cannot  help  looking  at  them  with  a  little  twitching  about  the  leva- 
tor angidi  oris,  w  Inch  if  not  iidiuman  is  at  least  highly  unbecoming. 

The  truth  is,  the  practised  eye  kindles  at  the  sight  of  any  veri/  remark- 
able excrescence,  as  the  traveller's  does  at  that  of  lolty  mountains  or 
colossal  edifices.  The  pathological  sublime  and  beautiful  is  so  tamed 
down  by  the  science  of  highly  civilized  countries,  that  the  grander  and 
more  captivating  efforts  of  nature  in  that  department  must  be  looked  for 
among  ruder  people.  We  nip  the  most  promising  growths  of  disease  in 
the  bud.  Morbid  products  stand  no  better  chance  among  the  surgeons, 
than  apples  in  a  school-house  yard  ;  they  are  all  picked  off  long  before  they 
are  ripe.  The  largest  specimens  of  our  European  and  Anglo-American 
cabinets  merely  show  tbe  infancy  of  the  species  to  which  diey  belong. 
Science  takes  her  daily  walk  through  her  hospitals  and  cuts  the  last  night's 
growths,  like  so  many  shoots  of  asparagus,  in  their  very  greenest  immaturity. 

Not  so  in  the  patiiological  Eden  of  the  Flowery  Land. 

"  Nature  here 
Wanton;?  as  in  her  prime,  and  pla\"s  at  will 
Her  virgin  funcies.'" 

The  first  opening  of  the  Chinese  Hospital  was  to  the  worshipper  of  mor- 
bid nature  what  penetrating  a  Brazilian  forest  was  to  the  botanist  who 
first  explored  its  deptlis.  The  enormities  of  Asiatic  hypertrophy  put  his 
most  extravagant  steatomas  and  osteo-sarcomas  to  the  blush.  The 
MouL^ol  has  beaten  us  in  the  microcosm  as  wc^ll  as  in  the  macrocosm  ; 
Chimborazo  knocked  under  to  Chumularee  long  since,  and  here  is  a  show 
of  tumors  before  the  least  of  which  the  pride  of  Guy's  is  as  a  wart  and 
the  glory  of  I^artholomew's  as  a  bunion  ! 

If  it  could  hurt  the  feelings  of  poor  Ching  foo  and  the  rest  of  them 
the  least  atom  in  the  world  to  know  that  we  had  spoken  of  their  misfor- 
tunes in  a  tone  which  might  be:  considered  as  approaching  to  levity,  we 
would  make  a  crucial  mark  from  corner  to  corner  of  the  above  para- 
graph. But  inasmuch  as  our  feelings  have  never  been  hurt  by  any  un- 
kind remarks  which  may  have  been  conveyed  in  the  inscriptions  on  the 
heads  of  tea-chests,  and  as  we  have  never  lost  a  night's  sleep  on  account 
of  any  slurs  upon  the  profession  contained  in  the  lines  upon  Mr.  Bur- 
netts Chinese  Galiijjots  (which  we   thus  mention  to  our  readers  by  way 
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of  what  Laeiiiiec  culled  the  "  souffle  voile  "  or  veiled  puff),  so  do  we 
trust  that  they  will  not  be  grieved  by  anything  they  may  hap[)en  to  see 
in  the  Boston  Medical  and  Snri^ical  Journal. 

It  is  really  an  instructive  si^ht  to  see  wliat  a  bad  business  Chinese  Gra- 
haniisin  and  the  vis  medicatrix  together  make  of  it  with  these  j)oor  crea- 
tures. And  it  is  truly  gratifying  to  know  tliat  after  Nature  has  def()rm<*d 
,hem  with  such  hifleons  additions,  making  China  monsters  of  them,  sure 
enough,  a  kind  and  skilful  hand  has  niaclied  them  in  their  misery,  and  di- 
vorced them  from  these  horrible  incumbrances. 

Oui'  friends  who   dine   with  us,  and  are  always  in  such  a  hurry  for  the 
afternoon  cars,  must  not   forget  to   see   these    pictures   and    the   cabinet. 
They  had  better  give  up  the  nuts  and  raisins  than  not  see  them.     Indeed, 
if  th.^  (juestion  were  between  giving  up  the  pictures  or  the  pudding  itself, 
we  would  sa^'rifice  the   latter — unless  of  a  higher  order  than  we  have  a 
right  to  eKp'ct  it  will  be.     We  shall  never  forget  the  enthusiastic  friend 
who  actually  left  the  table  last  year  previous  to  the  pig,  for  the  sake  of 
inspecting  the  specimens  at  the  Society's  room.     His  dinner  was  of  course 
in  quite  a  rudimentary  state  at  this  period  of  the  entertainment ;  in  fact  it 
was  only   in    consequcmce   of  having  pocketed  five  oranges,  two  slices  of 
I\lrs.  Nichols.  d\\  the  ornamental  claws  of  a  very  leggy  lobster,  a  handful 
of  Sultana  raisins,  and  a  bunch  of  flowers  that   would    have  been  of  no 
use  to  any  body,  that  he  remembered,  when  he  reached  home,  of  having 
been  at  the  tabh^  at  all.     He  assured  us,  however,  that  he  had  been  more 
than  compensated  for  his  sacrifice,  though  his  wife   and  children  thought 
the  dinn  n-  was  not  (juite  up  to  their  reasonable  expectations. 
Boston,  May  \^th,  1845. 


TOPOGRAPHICAL   RKPCJRT    OF    BALASORE,    INDIA. 

[The  following  ininule  topographical  account  of  a  district  in  India,  will 
be  found  interesting  to  the  physician  as  well  as  to  the  general  reader. 
Some  of  the  terms  used  convey  but  little  meaning  to  an  American  ear, 
but  the  most  obscure  of  them  we  have  omitted,  and  have  otherwise  abbre- 
viated the  article,  which  we  copy  from  a  late  JNo.  of  the  India  Medical 
Journal.  It  is  drawn  up  by  Assistant  Surgeon  W.  S.  Dicken,  of  the 
British  Army.] 

Balasore  is  a  town  in  the  province  of  Orissa,  situated  in  latitude  21-26 
north  ;  longitude,  87  east.  The  district  is  about  80  miles  long  and  40 
broad. 

The  nearest  point  to  the  sea  is  Balumghurri,  distant  about  8  miles.  It 
was  here  that  many  Europeans  fled  for  shelter,  when  Calcutta  was  cap- 
tured by  Sunijud  Dowlah,  A.  D.  1756  ;  the  remains  of  houses  are  still 
visible. 

Balasore  is  28  teet  above  the  level  of  the  sea  ;  tlie  travelling  distance 
from  Calcutta  140  miles.  The  communication  for  trade  for  five  months 
in  the  year  is  carried  on  by  land,  and  the  remaining  seven  montlis  (from 
September  to  March   inclusive)  principally  by  water.     The  Borabullery 
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river,  which  lakes  its  riso  in  a  raiif^o  of  hills  horderin^  on  Chota  Na^pore, 
runs  thr()UL!,h  the  station  ;  it  is  a  mountain  stmam  until  wlliiin  a  few  miles 
ol  l:}alasoit',  when  it  hecomes  a  tick'  rlvca' :  it  is  accessihh;  only  to  vissels 
under  \''20  tons,  owin^^  to  the  sand  hanks  that  ohstriict  its  entrance  and 
the  shallowness  of  the  heach.  Ships  of  lar^^e  size  are  ohli^^^ed  to  anchor 
at  least  5  miles  from  the  shore,  and  smalhn'  craft,  al)ove  120  tons,  can  en- 
ter the  riv(>r  at  spring  tides  only,  when  the  rise  at  Balasore  is  troncrally 
lOA  feet,  and  the  tide  flows  6  or  7  miles  ahove  it.  Durini;  th<3  rains 
fresh  water  may  he  met  with  2  miles  from  the  mouth  of  the  river,  which  is 
very  rapid  and  tortuous  in  its  course,  heing  nearly  20  miles  from  Balasore 
to  its  confluence  with  the  sea.  The  hanks  are  low,  muddy,  and  covered 
with  a  dense  jungle,  in  some  places  underwood,  in  others  a  sedgy  coarse 
grass.  Considerable  deposits  are  left  at  each  recession  of  the  tidt%  hut 
these  are  again  generally  removed  at  the  return  of  high  water.  The 
river  abounds  with  numerous  kinds  of  fish,  and  the  wily  alligator  is  always 
to  be  seen  basking^  on  its  banks.  The  water  is  good,  and  used  by  the 
natives  for  culinary  purposes. 

The  other  rivers  in  the  district  are  the  Subunrekah,  Byterini,  Jumiai  and 
Julkai.  There  are  besides  some  small  streams  in  the  district,  not  deserving 
the  name  of  rivers,  over  which  are  curious  old  bridges  ;  the  artists,  \shoever 
they  were,  whether  Hindoos  or  Mohammedans,  were  ignorant  of  the 
method  of  constructing  an  arch.  They  are  built  of  stones  placed  hori- 
zontally and  projecting  beyond  each  other  until  they  meet  nearly  to  a 
point  at  the  top,  over  which  a  cross  stone  is  put.  Owing  to  the  frequently 
rapid  rise  of  the  rivers  during  the  rains,  the  country  would  be  inundated 
were  it  not  for  the  bunds  or  embankments  of  earth  made  to  confine  them 
to  their  proper  channels ;  these  embankments  are  raised  and  kept  in  re- 
pair at  the  expense  of  government.  It  is  in  contemplation,  however,  to 
do  away  with  many  of  them,  as  it  is  found  that  to  suit  the  convenience  of 
Zemindars,  they  are  erected  immediately  across  the  strean)  with  a  view 
of  throw  ing  the  water  out  of  the  bed  of  the  river  over  their  own  pro- 
perty for  the  purpose  of  irrigation. 

Both  in  the  town  and  neighborhood  of  Balasore  are  numerous  excel- 
lent  wells  and  tanks  ;  a  scarcity  of  water  is  rarely  felt ;  at  a  distance  of 
thirty  feet  from  the  surface  good  water  may  be  met  with  in  any  direction. 
From  the  light  nature  of  the  soil,  the  expense  of  sinking  wells  is  trifling  ; 
they  are  made  by  lowering  rings  of  baked  clay  one  above  the  other,  and 
filling  the  intervening  space  with  earth  well  beaten  in  ;  these  rings  are 
made  about  six  inches  deep,  and  the  sides  one  and  a  half  thick — if  the 
rings  are  well  baked  they  last  for  many  years. 

Between  Balasore  and  the  sea  are  numerous  low  spots  that  are  com* 
plete  morasses  for  several  months  in  the  year ;  these  are  overgrown  with 
short  jungle  and  a  coai'se  kind  of  grass  used  by  the  salt  manufacturers 
for  boiling  the  salt.  The  sea-beach  is  sandy,  firm,  and  beautiful,  and 
covered  with  a  creeping  convolvulus  which  bears  for  several  months  in 
the  year  a  pretty  lilac  flower  ;  the  beach  is  low,  and  offers  no  resistance 
to  the  encroaching  tide,  in  consccjuence  of  which  a  considerable  portion 
of  the  country  is  inundat<'d  ;  but  this,  except  under  peculiar  circumstance:? 
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(the  freshes)  is  contiiied  to  the  channels  it  has  formed  for  itself.  On  the 
banks  of  tfie  river  there  are  u[)vvards  of  twenty  mud  docks  lor  huildini; 
and  repairing  vessels ;  many  sloo[)S  are  built  every  year,  |)rinci[)ally  lor 
the  conveyance  of  salt,  rice,  he.  The  trade  in  calicoes,  muslins,  and 
cloth  pieces,  was  Ibrnierly  very  considerable  here — the  muslins  were 
beautifully  manufactured,  and  the  cloth  pieces  very  fine  ;  little,  however, 
is  now  done,  and  what  is  made  is  used  in  the  district,  hardly  any  being 
exported.  Maldive  vessels  frequently  came  to  J3alasore,  bringing  large 
quantities  of  cowries,  tortoise-shell,  he,  but  latterly  the  trade  has  dwin- 
dled to  nothing,  vessels  seldom  arriving.  Tht^  average  import  of  cow- 
ries for  the  last  four  years  does  not  exceed  9000  nahons. 

The  Neelo-iri  mountains,  or  rather  hills,  stretching  from  north-east  to 
south-south-west,  vary  in  height  from  SOO  to  1 '200  feet;  the  nearest  is 
about  19  miles  from  the  sea,  and  appears  bold  and  precipitous  ;  in  clear 
weather  it  may  be  seen  at  a  distance  of  several  miles,  and  is  a  good  land- 
mark for  vessels  bound  here.  The  hills  are  composed  principally  of  fine 
white  or  ^ravish  granite,  and  are  covered  almost  to  the  summit  with 
forest  trees  and  jungle  :  they  are  at  all  times  a  beautiful  object.  Rocks 
of  iron  clay  or  laterite  also  abound,  found  principally  at  the  foot  of  the 
hills,  and  in  some  places  extending  for  miles  into  the  plains.  Near  the 
top  of  the  highest  rock  are  two  or  three  detached  fragments  held  sacred 
by  the  superstitious  natives,  to  which  on  particular  days  they  resort  to 
invoke  aid  and  protection  ;  there  are  also  some  marks  on  the  solid  granite 
resemblinf  the  foot  of  a  cow,  which  miraculous  spots  are  considered  holy 
and  not  fit  to  be  trodden  on.  Some  of  the  hills  are  insulated  and  rise 
abruptly  from  the  plains  to  a  height  of  '200  or  300  feet — all  are  thickly 
wooded.  In  the  Mohurbunge  and  southern  part  of  the  district,  stone 
plates  are  manufiictured  in  large  quantities  for  culinary  purposes  ;  a  few 
are  exported.  For  the  purposes  of  building,  this  stone  would  be  found 
invaluable,  and  during  the  rains  might,  no  doubt,  be  brought  down  some 
of  the  mountain  streams  on  floats  at  a  trifling  cost. 

The  climate  of  Balasore  may  on  the  whole  be  said  to  be  a  pleasant 
one  :  from  November  to  the  end  of  January  the  prevailing  winds  are 
north-west ;  February  and  March  changeable,  south-east  to  north-east 
and  east ;  April  to  September  south-south-west  to  south-east ;  October 
variable,  from  north-east  to  east.  The  thermometer  in  the  hottest  sea- 
son seldom  rises  above  94,  and  frequendy  during  a  north-wester  falls  15 
or  20  degrees  ;  the  nights  are  at  all  times  cool  and  refreshing. 

The  following  table  sho\vs  the  highest  and  lowest  range  of  the  ther- 
mometer for  twelve  months,  the  thermometer  suspended  in  a  south  room, 
and  the  rates  taken  at  2,  P.  M.,  daily,  doors  and  windows  always  open. 


January 
February 
March 
A  pril 
Mav     - 
June  -     - 


Max. 

Min. 

79 

72 

July     -     - 

88 

77 

August  -     - 

87 

84 

September 

88 

S3 

October     - 

98 

87 

November  - 

96 

83J 

December 

Max. 

Mill. 

89i 

83 

87" 

82 

87 

83 

86 

79 

87 

84 

88 

73 
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'VUc  rains  conimcncc  alicuU  the  l'2tli  ov  l^lli  of. June,  jiiid  U;rminate  in 
the  middle  of  Octohcr  ;  soon  after  which  the  wind  blows  from  the  norih 
and  north-east,  and  tlic  weather  becomes  exreedlnu,!)'  pleasant.  The  cold 
season  is  particularly  fine  and  bracini:;,  with  a  ch-ar  atmosphere,  fogs  sel- 
dom oecurrinij  ;  rain  is  generally  expected  for  two  or  three  days  about 
the  midilK>  of  December  and  January.  The  temperature  by  the  sea 
side  in  the  hot  weather  is  always  six  or  ei^dit  deirrees  less  than  at  Bala- 
sore,  and  allluils  a  de'linhtrul  retreat  for  tin;  invalid.  Tlu;  mornint;  and 
evenini;  breeze,  even  in  the  months  of  May  and  June,  is  invii;orating, 
and  th("  day  is  never  so  hot  as  to  require  the  doors  being  shut,  or  the  use 
of  a  j)unkah.  As  a  place  of  resort,  however,  for  those  at  a  distance,  I 
fear  it  cannot  be  recommended,  for  with  all  its  advantages  it  has  those  of 
an  opposite  nature.  The  coast,  from  the  end  of  March  to  the  mid(ll(3  of 
June,  is  almost  inaccessible  for  vessels,  and  even  boats,  from  the  violence 
of  the  wind  and  surf;  added  to  this,  at  every  change  of  the  moon, 
whether  new  or  full,  a  hurricane  is  to  be  feared,  and  those  who  have 
taken  up  their  quarters  on  the  beach  are  glad  to  return  to  Balasore  and 
seek  shelter  in  more  substantial  abodes ;  were  it  not  for  this  drawback,  1 
know  of  no  place  so  bearable,  and  I  may  truly  say  so  delightful  in  the 
hot  season,  as  the  sea-beach  at  Balumghurri.  From  all  quarters  (Cal- 
cutta and  elsewhere)  we  hear  of  the  heat  being  excessive,  whilst  we  of 
an  evening  are  glad  to  muffle  In  cloaks  and  coats,  actually  to  keep  warm. 

Miuricanes  have  been  more  thought  of  and  dreaded,  since  the  terrible 
ones  that  occurred  here  in  1831  and  32,  when  the  wdiole  countiy  for 
many  miles  on  the  sea-coast  was  inundated,  and  in  this  district  alone  up- 
wards of  20,000  lives  w^ere  lost,  and  more  than  50,000  head  of  cattle. 
It  commenced  from  the  N.  N.  E.,  and  blew  from  every  point  of  the 
compass  before  it  terminated  ;  no  houses,  except  those  pukha  built,  were 
left  standing.  The  whole  district  suffered  more  or  less  ;  the  damage  to 
property  and  loss  of  life  was  enormous.  Mr.  Ricketts,  at  that  time 
mauistrate  and  collector  here,  made  a  circuit  of  the  district  immediately 
after  the  first  storm,  and  the  names  of  more  than  20,000  were  registered 
as  having  perished.  The  sea  rose  22  feet  above  the  highest  sprhig  tides, 
and  liowed  almost  close  to  the  town  :  the  accounts  from  those  who  wit- 
nessed it  would  lead  one  to  suppose  that  it  must  have  been  caused  by 
some  violent  convulsion  of  nature.  It  Is  asserted  that  the  whole  counti'y 
was  deluged  by  two  successive  weaves  that  carried  everything  before  them. 
It  is  (juite  certain  that  the  rise  of  the  sea  was  astonishingly  quick,  and 
this  without  any  buiul  or  embankment  having  given  way  to  account  for 
it.  Its  retreat  was  equally  expeditious  ;  many  a  poor  wretch  was  over- 
whelmed ere  he  could  reach  high  ground  or  even  ascend  a  tree.  Dead 
bodies  of  men,  women  and  children  were  found,  after  the  storm,  inter- 
spersed with  those  of  wild  beasts,  birds  and  bullocks.  The  w  ind  blew  at 
times  with  great  violence  ;  sturdy  trees  that  had  borne  the  blast  for  many 
a  long  day  were  up-rooted  ;  pillars  erected  hundreds  of  years  since  were 
levelled  with  the  ground  ;  two  of  the  pukha  walls  surrounding  the  jail 
were  blown  in,  and  one  out,  and  removed  three  and  four  feet  from  where 
they  stood  ;  an  iron  suspension  bridge   was  blow  n  from  its  moorings  and 
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carriecl  several  feet  atrainst  the,  stream.  The  weather  for  two  or  three 
days  previous  to  the  gale  looketl  cloudy  and  threateninj^  ;  the  inornintr  al- 
ter tlie  stonn  was  clear,  and  the  weather  heautiful.  The  country  l(X)ked 
as  if  it  had  heen  burnt  u[)  ;  every  bush  and  blade  of  i^rass  was  blasted. 
The  distress  and  dilKculties  occasioned  by  the  first  stonn  were  scarcely 
surmounted,  when  a  second  occurred  and  involved  the  natives  in  miseiy 
and  destitution  ;  they  are  but  now  recovering  themselves,  and  again  cul- 
tivating lands  that  have  lain  fallow  ever  since.  The  May  gale  of  1833, 
which  was  so  severely  felt  at  Hidgtillee,  a  distance  of  only  75  miles,  did 
not  extend  here. 

The  soil  in  the  neighborhood  of  Balasore  is  of  a  mixed  kind,  com- 
posed principally  of  sand  and  light  clay  ;  to  the  southward  it  improves 
considerably,  and  in  many  places  a  fine  alluvial  soil  is  found.  The  whole 
country,  from  the  loot  of  the  hills  to  the  sea,  is  a  dead  flat,  and  in  many 
places  below  the  level  of  it,  particularly  the  land  on  the  left  bank  of  the 
Borabulung  river,  which  is  many  feet  below  that  on  which  Balasore 
stands  ;  the  soil  is  also  quite  different,  the  former  being  a  pale  white  sandy- 
clay,  the  latter  a  reddish  loam  at  a  few  feet  below  the  surface.  The  na- 
tives have  a  tradition  that  in  the  next  gale  which  occurs,  the  sea  will 
make  a  breach  over  Balasore,  and  go  to  the  foot  of  the  hills  ;  there  is 
certainly  nothing  to  prevent  its  doing  so,  and  only  requires  the  wind  to 
blow  sufficiently  long  from  the  north-east  or  east.  The  country  about 
Balasore  presents  rather  a  curious  appearance  from  the  great  number  and 
size  of  white-ant  hills  in  every  direction,  some  bare,  oihei-s  covered  with 
jungle. 

The  vegetable  products  are,  rice,  wheat,  barley,  khali,  cotton,  tobacco, 
sugarcane,  and  the  various  kinds  of  pulse,  mussallah,  and  vegetables  used 
by  the  natives  for  food.  Rice  is  the  great  product  throughout  the  district ; 
two  crops  are  generally  raised  ;  the  first,  called  '•  aus  dhan,"  is  an  early 
crop,  and  cultivated  on  lands  not  likely  to  be  flooded  ;  it  is  sown  in  June, 
and  reaped  in  August  and  September — the  second  and  largest  crop, 
called  "sareed,"  is  sown  from  the  15th  to  30th  June  on  the  plains,  and 
requires  a  low,  wet  soil :  it  is  reaped  in  December  and  January.  The 
land  is  ploiighed  from  two  to  six  times,  according  to  the  nature  of  the 
soil ;  a  little  manure,  consisting  of  ashes  and  mud  taken  from  the  bed  of 
a  tank,  is  scattered  over  the  ground  before  ploughing.  When  the  plant 
has  risen  eight  or  ten  inches  out  of  the  ground,  the  whole  is  ploughed  up 
to  free  it  from  weeds  ;  the  former  quickly  again  takes  root,  w^iile  the  latter 
die.  This  extraordinary  weeding  process  takes  place  only  when  the 
fields  are  flooded.  As  soon  as  the  grain  is  nearly  ripe,  a  bamboo  is 
passed  over  it,  and  lays  it  almost  level  with  the  ground  ;  this  is  done,  I 
believe,  with  a  \'iew  of  sheltering  it  iVom  the  wind,  and  preventing  the 
grain  falling  out ;  it  also  enables  the  laborer  to  cut  it  more  easily.  The 
rice  is  all  stacked,  and  remains  until  it  can  be  beaten  out  by  women,  or 
trodden  out  by  oxen.  The  grain  is  dried  in  the  sun  and  put  into  large 
baskets  (^plastered  with  clay  and  cow  dung)  raised  from  the  ground  ;  it 
is  invariably  kept  in  the  husk  until  it  is  required  for  use,  or  the  market, 
when   it  is  cleaned  by  women   with  ,a  large   kind   of  wooden   hammer 
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cnllcd  a  (lluMiki.  Tliicc  womm  can  clean  '^0  seers  in  a  day,  (or  wliicli 
thev  ree(>ive  three  s(»ers  or  an  ('(jnivalenl  in  money.  'J\senty  seers  of 
rict.'  in  the  husk  yield  ahoiil  ei<:;hl  seers  of  clean  ;;rain  ;  it  is  (r.iten  hy  th(,' 
natives  parch(>d,  hoiled,  or  wwuV'.  into  sweetmeats  with  sugar,  gluM',  &lc. 
The  [)riee  of  rice  varies  from  i20  to  (50  s(>ers  the  rupee.  The  straw  is 
(^i*di(>r  givcMi  to  hullocks  or  us(>(l  for  thatching.  Ric(i  keeps  good  foi'  font 
or  five  years,  hut  it  is  frcMjuenlly  hoarded  for  eight  and  ten,  \\iien  iL  he- 
coines  very  inferior,  has  a  most  disagre.eahle  smell,  and  is  said  to  cause 
howel  complaints.  Tiie  district  |)roduces  much  more  than  is  consumed 
in  it  :  If  \\\o  s<\ison  has  Ixmmi  a  favorahle  one,  several  laks  of  maunds  are 
exported. 

Wheat  and  harley  an^  grown  principally  in  the  southern  parts  of  the 
district,  and  that  oidv  in  small  <|uantities  ;  the  former  is  of  a  very  fine 
description,  and  sells  for  ahout  15  or  16  seers  a  rupee. 

The  cultivation  of  cotton  has  very  much  decreased  within  a  few  years, 
and  what  is  grown,  is  principally  for  the  farmer's  own  use  ;  the  same 
may  be  said  of  tohacco,  which  is  imported  cheaper,  and  better  than  can 
be  raised.  \\  herever  the  soil  is  rich  enough,  the  sugarcane  is  grown  ; 
very  little  care,  however,  is  taken  in  its  cultivation,  and  much  improve- 
ment might,  no  doubt,  be  made  in  the  manufacture.  The  cane  appears 
healthv  and  juicy.  The  modi.'  of  extracting  the  juice  is  both  rude?  and 
dirtv.  Two  wooden  rollers  are  employed  for  expressing  it,  and  the  juice, 
after  running  through  a  drain  in  the  earth,  is  received  into  filthy  pans  in 
which  it  is  boiled  ;  the  '•'  gour  "  or  boiled  juice  is  generally  disposed  of 
to  merchants,  who  purify  and  sell  it  again  at  a  considerable  ])rofit. 

There  is  very  little  oil  made  in  the  district,  and  what  is,  is  consumed 
by  the  natives  mixed  with  their  food,  or  used  for  anointing  their  bodies. 
IMustard  and  castor  oil  are  the  principal.  About  3000  maunds  of  seeds 
are  imported  yearly  for  the  manufacture  of  oil,  which  is  very  dear.  The 
quantity  of  indigo  grown  is  small,  the  average  cultivation  being  only  about 
4000  bigahs.  yielding  a  fair  produce  of  tolerable  quality,  equal  to  the 
Tirhoot  indigo,  but  somewhat  inferior  to  that  of  Jessore.  The  plant  is 
raised  principally  on  the  banks  of  the  Subunrekah  river  ;  the  soil  tin-ough- 
out  the  district  is  favorable  to  the  growth  of  the  plant,  and  I  have  no 
doubt  the  manufacture  might  be  increased  with  every  prospect  of  success. 

[To  be  coiiliiuicd.] 


TIIE    BOSTON    MEDICAL    AND    SURGICAL  .lOURNAL. 

BOSTON,     MAY    2I,.     1845. 


3fn>snr/nfsrfts  Mrdical  Sorift}!. —  By  refcrrinnr  to  the  advertising  sheet, 
the  particulars  of  the  next  aniiivc^rsiu y  of  ihe  Massachusetts  Medicnl  So- 
ciety may  be  found.  Dr.  Walker,  of  Charlestown,  is  to  he  the  orator,  and 
therefore  soniethinir  is  anticipated  a  little  out  of  the  common  order.  It  is 
not  to  be  concealed,  tluU  some  of  the  annual  discourses  before  the  S(»ciety, 
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have  been  lar  from  partaking  of  tliiit  elevated  cliaracter  whicli  tlie  mem- 
bers held  a  right  to  expect.  Not  knowing  Dr.  Walker's  topic,  we  Hhall 
not  attempt  to  guess  at  tlie  nature  of  his  discourse  ;  but  his  reputation  for 
energy  of  thougfit,  bohlness  and  originality  in  discussion  before  the  So- 
ciety and  the  Council,  in  past  seasons,  has  raised  tbe  expectations  of  gen- 
tlemen to  the  opinion  that  the  speaker  will  stir  the  elements  this  time. 

No  festival  in  the  Union  brings  together  such  a  galaxy  of  medical  tal- 
ent, as  this  annual  meeting  of  the  Massachusetts  Medical  Society.  Stran- 
gers of  distinction  usually  honor  the  occasion  with  their  presence,  and  we 
can  assure  the  profession  in  other  cities,  that  no  better  or  happier  period 
could  be  selected  for  visiting  the  ancient  metropolis  of  New  England, 
than  the  coming  ainiiversary. — The  members  are  referred  to  an  invitation, 
in  a  preceding  page  of  to-day's  Journal,  to  visit  the  cabinet^of  the  So- 
ciety for  Medical  Iniproveiiicnt. 


Medical  Studies  in  Vienna  and  the.  United  States. — Last  week  a  second 
letter  from  our  pleasant  neighbor,  Dr.  Dix,  was  published  in  the  Journal, 
and  must  have  been  read  with  interest,  we  suppose,  by  nil  fnedical  gentle- 
njen.  No  short  method  of  becoming  qualified  for  medical  practice,  is 
acknowledged  in  Austria,  if  known.  Four  years  of  study  are  positively 
necessary  to  procure  a  degree — and  to  be  elevated  to  a  surgeon's  standing, 
two  more,  making  six  in  all. 

Notwithstanding  the  real  advantages  accruing  to  a  country  from  the 
profession  of  medicine,  and  especially  from  a  learned  body  of  physicians, 
ue  are  satisfied  that  it  will  require  half  a  century  mc^-e  among  us  to  oblige 
students  to  be  much  more  tliorough  in  their  studies  than  they  now  are. 
Within  a  year  or  two,  a  correspondent  argued,  quite  satisfactorily,  that  the 
people  in  the  United  States  will  not  w^ait  for  the  completion  of  such  a  kind 
of  medical  education  as  the  law  and  society  require  in  England,  France 
or  Germany.  First,  as  fiir  as  practicable,  students  qualify  themselves,  in 
the  United  States,  to  p;iss  an  examination,  and  the  profession  is  mainlv 
studied  in  after  life.  Abroad,  the  reading  and  storing  the  mind  with  the 
science  is  first  accomplished,  and  experience  follows,  as  clinical  oppor- 
tunities present.  Were  the  European  system  adopted  here,  and  it  were  a 
penal  otteiice  to  practise  without  bringing  before  the  people  a  certificate 
of  having  gone  through  the  tedious  labor  of  six  years  in  actual  literary 
preparation  to  prescribe  medicine,  the  public  voice  would  in  all  probability 
be  heard,  from  Maine  to  Georfria,  condemniniT  the  measure  as  both  arbi- 
trary  and  inexpedient.  Besides,  the  country  demands  the  services  of  medi- 
cal graduates  as  soon  as  possible,  since  there  must,  oftentimes,  be  either 
young  and  imperfectly  educated  practiti(mers  in  the  new  settlements,  or 
none  at  all.  Thus,  the  schools  have  actually  been  obliged  to  adapt  thein- 
selves  to  the  times.  This  explains  the  reason  why  a  short  period  is  fixed 
upon,  instead  of  a  long  one,  to  study  medicine.  However  much  this  state 
of  things  may  be  deplored,  the  natural  tendency  of  the  multiplication  of 
j)hysicians  is  to  raise  the  standard  of  study.  When  the  people,  too,  have 
increased  in  number  in  a  corresponding  ratio,  then  the  colleges  will 
indicate  their  wishes,  and  oblige  the  students  to  remain  longer  and  to  be 
vastly  more  thorough  in  their  preparation  for  business.  Neither  legislation, 
nor  tlie  falniiriatiiig  acts  of  Societies,  will  have  much  influence  in  com- 
pellir)g  candidates  for  medical  honors  to  stay  a  day  longer  over  their  bookSj^ 
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lliau  tliov  now  do,  (HI  tlu'ir  scrvicos  aic  less  in  (Iciiiaiid,  and  llicn  tlio  years 
of  tluMr  |)rr|)arjiti()ii  may  l)c  douMod.  Old  (•oiiiitrics  have  advantafrcs  of 
ixrcat  inij)ortauc('  tolitimauity,  the  oriiriu  and  |)cri)('tiiiiy  of  wliicli  depend  on 
the  niass(\s  of  mankind — in  other  words,  on  a  dense  population.  We  must 
become  old  as  a  nalion  before  we  can  Ixjcomc  greatly  wise,  or  learned,  or 
hriliiant.  ('onij)etition  alone  leads  to  very  high  attainments  in  medical 
seicMice.  A  thudy  inhabited  country  is  in  no  condition  to  raise  up  shining 
lights  in  any  department  of  krjowledgc  ;  but  a  dense  population  calls  out 
the  higlu>st  i)ow(Us  of  the  intellect. 

T/ir  Surjrron  General's  Report. — The  Report  of  the  Surgeon  General 
of  the  U.  S.  Army,  for  the  last  year,  which  has  not  till  now  come  under 
our  observation,  exhibits  the  state  of  health  among  the  troops  at  tlie  differ- 
ent militarv  ])osts,  and  also  shows  the  progress  which  has  been  made  in 
the  system  of  meteorological  observations  which  Dr.  Lawson  has  labored  to 
introduce.  A  table  of  mean  temperatures  of  the  military  posts  of  the 
United  States,  from  the  observations  made  by  the  officers  of  the  medical 
staff,  lias  been  arranged  by  Assistant  Surgeon  W.  H.  Van  Buren,  under 
the  direction  of  the  Surgeon  General,  which  is  of  much  interest  and  value. 
We  copy  the  statistics  relating  to  the  sickness  in  the  army  during  the 
year,  to  November  last. 

*'  The  number  of  officers  and  men  remaining  on  the  sick  report  on  the 
'JOth  of  September,  1848,  was  726,  and  the  number  of  cases  of  indispo- 
sition which  have  occurred  since  that  period,  is  20,982 — making,  in  all, 
21,708  cases  that  have  been  under  medical  treatment  within  the  last  12 
months. 

"  Of  the  whole  number  of  sick,  20,760  have  been  restored  to  duty,  15 
are  on  furlough,  208  have  been  discharged  the  service,  9  have  deserted, 
and  96  have  died — leaving,  on  the  30th  of  September,  620  still  on  the 
sick  report. 

*•  As  the  mean  strength  of  the  army  for  the  last  12  months  was,  accord- 
ing to  the  monthly  returns  on  file  in  the  Adjutant  General's  office,  about 
8,600,  and  the  number  of  cases  of  sickness  reported  by  the  medical  offi- 
cers during  the  same  period  was  20,982,  with  an  aggregate  loss  by  deaths 
of  96,  it  will  appear  that  the  proportion  of  cases  of  indisposition  to  the 
number  of  officers  and  men  in  service  was  as  2.44  to  1 — or  that,  on  the 
average,  each  man  was  sick  2.44  times  during  the  year  ;  that  the  ratio  of 
deaths  to  the  nund)er  of  men  was  as  1  to  89.58,  or  1.04  per  cent.  :  and 
the  proportion  of  deaths  to  the  number  of  cases  treated,  as  1  to  226.12,  or 
0.44  per  cent." 

Esquirol  nil  Mental  Maladies. — E.  K.  Hunt,  M.D.,  of  Hartford,  Conn.,  has 
given  the  public  a  translation  of  Esquirol's  Treatise  on  Insanity,  a  work 
of  peculiar  value.  No  man  in  Europe  has  a  higher  reputation  in  the 
managcfncnt  of  lunatics  than  the  celebrated  Physician  of  the  Mffi.^on 
Rnijale  flr.<  Alienei^  de  Charantou.  Dr.  Hunt  says  that  he  "  has  made 
the  translation  with  the  intent  to  furnish  to  the  public  and  the  profession, 
a  faithful  and  accurate  rendering  into  our  own  language,  of  the  opinions, 
sentiments  and  practice  of  one  who  has  no  superior  in  the  department  to 
which  he  has  devoted  his  life."  All  comments  would  be  quite  useless  in 
regard  to  this  admirable   production,  since  the  reptitation  of  the  autlu  r  is 
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universal.  Dr.  llaiit  will  liave  the  thanks  of  his  brethren  for  having  ac- 
coinjilished  a  translation  so  useful  and  important  as  this  must  he  to  tliose 
at  all  interested  in  the  sufferini^s  of  the  idsaiie.  The  leading;  articles  are, 
insa.'titi/  ;  hallininatiun  ;  illusions  of  the  i/isuiu- ;  fury  ;  mcnt<il  alirua- 
tioii ;  tpili'psi/ ;  critical  terminations  of  insanity  ;  hyperemia;  tlrmonoma- 
nia  ;  suicide  ;  monomania ;  mania;  dementia  and  idiocy. — To  he  found  in 
Boston  at  Ticknor  &i,  Co.'s. 


Artifcial  hicuhation. — Since  the  public  exhibition  in  Boston,  of  the 
cccaloheon,  a  gentleman,  who  has  a  love  for  philosophical  pursuits,  has 
been  e.Kperimenting  with  the  machine,  and  his  experience  warrants  him  in 
assuring  us  that  its  economical  powers  are  vastly  over-rated.  He  cannot 
calculate  upon  much  more  than  five  chickens  in  a  hundred  eggs  submitted  to 
the  artificial  process.  This  small  number  invariably  leave  the  shell  on  the 
19th  day,  instead  of  the  21st,  according  to  the  known  law  of  incubation 
witli  domestic  fowls.  Ninety-five  per  cent,  therefore,  are  a  dead  loss. 
The  young  chicks  are  well  formed,  but  seem  to  lack  physical  ability  to 
force  them-elves  from  the  shell.  l(  opened  for  them  at  that  juncture, 
they  begin  to  show  faint  signs  of  life,  but  die  within  a  few  minutes.  He 
believes,  therefore,  that  the  eccalobeon  does  not  answer  the  expectations 
of  the  purciiaser ;  and  never  has,  under  the  most  favorable  circumstances, 
yielded  more  tlian  five  or  six  per  cent.  Either  some  essential  part  of  the 
artificial  nietliod  is  kept  back  from  those  who  have  bou(rht  the  ri(rht  of 
u^\u^^  It,  or  the  tact  of  the  general  failure  to  compete  with  nature,  has 
not  been  honestly  acknowledged.  If  any  of  our  comparative  anatomists 
or  otlier  scientific  correspondents  can  explain  this  matter,  they  are  invited 
to  do  so. 


Boston  Society  of  Naturcd  History. — This  association,  principally  made 
up  of  physicians,  is  achieving  wonders.  The  anniversary  meeting,  on 
Wednesday  last,  was  honored  with  the  presence  of  Ex-president  Adams 
and  other  gentlemen  of  distinction.  Rev.  Charles  Brook  gave  an  old  dis- 
course, which  was  about  as  trood  as  a  new  one.  Certainlv  is  has  lost 
nothiiig  by  age. 

Army  Medical  Intelligence. — Head  Quarters  of  the  Army,  Feb.  Stli, 
184-'>.  Assistant  Surgeon  W.  Levely  ordered  to  Fort  Washita,  Ark.,  to 
relieve  Assistant  Surgeon  J.  Simons,  who  joins  4th  Infantry  at  camp  near 
Natchitoches. 

April  14th,  184o.  Assistant  Surgeon  C.  C.  Keeny  (lately  commission- 
ed) ordered  to  Fort  Wilkins,  Coj)perniine  Harbor,  Lake  Superior,  to  relieve 
Assistant  Surgeon  C.  E.  Isaacs,  who  awaits  orders  in  New  York  city. 

April  I7th,  184.j.  Assistant  Surgeon  C.  M.  Hitchcock  ordered  from 
Military  Academy,  West  Point,  to  Augusta  Arsenal,  Ga.,  to  relieve  Assis- 
tant Surgeon  H.  H.  Steiner,  who  is  ordered  to  Key  West  to  relieve  Assis- 
tant Surge(»n  C.  McCormick,  ordered  to  New  Orleans  station. 

A  -Medical  Board  for  the  examination  of  candidates  for  appointment  in 
the  medical  staif  has  been  detailed,  consisting  of  Surgeon  T.  G.  Mower, 
President,  Surgeon  II.  A.  Stinnecke  and  Assistant  Surijeon  Thomas  Hen- 
derson  members,  to  convene  in  the  city  of  New  York,  on  the  1st  of  July, 
prox.     The  order,  however,  has  not  yet  been  issued. 
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77//'  /////■  Dr.  nurL.—\)r.  Marcus  C.  IJuck's  (l(Mtli,  on  'rimrsday  the 
8tli  inst.,  of  :ij)o|)l('xy,  was  noticed  last  week,  lie  was  Military  Store- 
kcei)er,  at  llic  Washington  Arsenal,  fornierly  a  nieinher  of  tiio.  nicdi- 
eal  stall'  o\'  the  nrniy,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death  was  Secretary  of  the 
Medical  l)ei)artnient  of  the  National  Institnte.     His  age  was  about  5(3. 


Mi'dirtd  }fi^(Tll(ti>i/. — Dr.  Luzcnburfr  lately  extiri)aied  the  parotid 
illand,  successfully,  at  New  Orleans. — Dr  Robert  Arthur,  a  dentist,  of 
Phila(leli)hia.  is  ])rcparin<;  a  tr(>atise  on  the  diseases  and  trcsitnient  of  the 
teeth. — The  legislature  of  Ohio  have  granted  a  charter  for  a  derital  col- 
lege, to  be  located  in  Cincinnati. — That  dental  dreamer,  Caldwell,  is  try- 
innr  to  bring  into  existence,  again,  the  imaginary  /is{ffi//ni(um  ficntis — out 
of  which  he  would  like  to  make  a  fortune. — The  plague  was  making  sad 
destruction  of  life  at  Caubool,  East  Indies,  at  the  last  dates. — Dr.  Bryan 
R.  Young,  of  Hardin,  Ky.,  is  a  candidate  for  Congress.  Dr.  R.  C.  Palm- 
er, of  Washington,  was  tirst  selected,  but  on  account  of  the  sickness  of 
his  lady,  declined  the  honor. — Four  boys,  who  have  long  been  celebrated 
subjects,  by  whom  the  truths  of  phreno-magnetism  were  established,  in 
London,  recently  confessed  themselves  impostors,  to  Dr.  Leitch,  and  de- 
clared that  all  they  had  done  or  suffered,  was  a  trick,  the  result  of  long 
practice  ! — The  geological  cabinet,  belonging  to  the  State  of  Pennsylvania, 
was  lost  in  the  great  Pittsburgh  fire. — A  destructive  fever  was  prevailing 
at  Tobago,  very  recently. — One  Conchman,  a  grave,  cunning  impostor, 
is  reaping  a  rich  harvest  of  cash,  in  England,  by  pretending  to  cure  all 
kinds  of  diseases. — Dr.  G.  Thompson  is  a  candidate  for  Congress  from 
Fort  Wayne  district,  Indiana. 


To  CoRREsroNDENTS. — A  Communication,  under  the  signature  of  "Consis- 
tcncv,"  suiiffestinjr  that  "  a  few  bottles  of  jrood  wine  be  yjlaced  on  the  dinner 
table  of  the  Massachusetis  Medical  Society  "on  Wednesday  next,  that  they  "would 
not  be  unacceptable  to  many  of  the  brethren,"  and  urging  reasons  why  this 
shouhl  be  done,  was  received  too  late  for  insertion  in  to-day's  Journal.  As  our 
next  No.  will  be  too  late  for  its  publication,  the  writer  must  rest  satisfied  with  the 
present  notice  of  his  suiriTCstion. — Dr.  Holt's  "Observations  on  Neuralgia"  will 
appear  next  week. 

Marriep, — .lames  M.  Smith,  M.l).,  of  Si)ringfield,  Mass.,  to  Miss  J.  T.  Siier- 
nian. — .At  Washington,  D.  C,  Dr.  Geo.  Clynier,  of  the  Navy,  to  Miss  M.  Shubrick, 
daughter  of  Commodore  Shubrick. 

DiKo.— At  Bradford,  Mass.,  Dr.  Benj.  Parker,  8.5— At  Detroit,  Michigan,  Dr. 
A.  L.  Portf.T.— At  New  York,  Dr.  David  L.  Millison,  of  a  disease  of  the  heart,  40. 
— At  Paris,  on  the  11th  of  March,  Ollivier  D'Angers,  aged  4i)  years,  a  member  of 
the  Royal  Academy  of  .Medicme,  and  of  the  council  of  health  ;  and  the  principal 
editor  of  tlie  Annales  d'Hyj^iene  Publique  et  de  Medicine  Legale.  On  the  21st 
Feb.,  at  iho  advanced  age  of  nc-ariy  80  years,  M.  Ribcs,  ex-suro-cun  of  the  Hotel 
des  Invalides,  and  one  of  the  oldest  surgeons  of  the  Imperial  Army. 

Niimlicr  of  (lo;iths  in  Bn:<lon,for  the  week  cndinj:  Mkv,  17,'ir>  — Mrilrs,20  -,  Females.  26.     Stillhorii,  3. 

Of  coiisuinj.iidii,  r  -rlieiJiimtic  li-vt-r,  2— (li()ii>y  in  ilie  cliest,  1  — hilliiiiimHiion  olilii-  h()\*»'ls.  2— bil- 
ious lever,  1— child-beil,  I — niiirH.-<iiiii>*.  2— srnrh'i  If-vir,  6— old  fi;'e.  1  — iiillaiiiniiilidii  on  ilie  brain,  2 

croup,  2  — Innsr  II-vit,  3— hoopim;  roii:4li,  2  -tMiiins  ti-vcr,  1  — iiilantilf,  3— disi-asf  olliearl.  ]— (lro|psy,  2 
— ayphilis,  1 — leelhinj;,  2— mlluiMinaiion  of  itie  s^tonmcli,  1 — dropsy  on   the   brain,  l  —  tnnior,  1. 

Uiidur  5  yeai>i,21  — between  5  und  20  years,  6— between  2U  and  00  y  ears,  JC— o\er  60  \  ears,  3. 
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livalth  of  Ntw  Orleans. — The  city  has  continued  quite  liealtliy  since 
our  last  date.  There  has  been  a  continuance  of  the  same  diseases  as 
noted  in  our  last  No.,  viz.,  pMeuinoiiia,  catarrh,  rheumatisni,  bowel  coni- 
plaiiits,  erysipelas,  measles,  scarlatina,  &lc.,  but  none  ol' them  have  prevail- 
ed to  an  extent  to  be  called  epidemic.  The  weather  continued  cool  unu- 
sually late,  and  tor  the  most  part  dry.  Fires  were  not  j/enerally  dispensed 
with  until  about  the  10th  of  April,  since  which  time  it  has  turned  warm 
rapidly,  and  the  shady  sides  of  the  streets  are  souf^ht  with  avidity,  to  avoid 
the  oppressive  rays  of  the  sun.  Since  the  weather  has  become  so  much 
warmer,  we  find  bowel  complaints  more  common  among  those  exposed. 
The  river  from  the  10th  of  March  to  the  10th  of  April  was  very  high  for 
the  season,  and  our  cross  streets  were  well  watered  by  means  of  the  cul- 
verts through  the  levee.  The  water  was  only  about  2  1-'^  feet  below  the 
highest  stage  of  last  year.  This  rise  proceeded  from  the  Ohio,  Cumber- 
land, and  Tennessee  rivers;  it  was  of  but  short  duration,  and  has  already 
passed  almost  entirely  off.  As  a  conjunction  between  the  annual  rising  of 
the  rivers  on  the  Eastern  and  Western  sides  of  the  Mississippi  has  not 
taken  place,  there  are  now  no  apprehensions  of  an  overflow  this  year. 
The  rise  of  the  upper  Western  rivers  does  not  usually  occur  until  June. 
The  Mississippi  at  this  place  is  again  so  low  that  an  extensive  batture  is 
exposed,  from  which  arise  very  offensive  exhalations,  and  as  the  supply 
from  the  river  is  cut  off",  the  stagnant  waters  in  the  gutters  at  the  back 
part  of  the  city  are  likewise  very  noisome.  All  these  circumstances  com- 
bined, induce  many  croakers  to  forebode  a  sickly  season,  but  this  is  the 
old  cry  that  may  be  heard  every  spring.  We  do  not  believe  that  any  cer- 
tain calculation  can  be  made  in  regard  to  a  future  epidemic,  or  that  the 
opinions  of  any  in  regard  to  it  are  of  much  value.  We  know  really 
nothing  of  the  remote  cause  of  our  autumnal  fevers,  nor  the  laws  that 
govern  it.  What  we  call  malaria  is  altogether  a  hypothetical  agent,  im- 
perceptible, and  appreciable  only  by  it  effects.  These  we  have  learned  to 
prevent,  in  a  measure,  by  means  of  cleanliness  and  free  ventilation  ;  or  to 
avoid,  by  removing  afar  from  the  scenes  where  they  prevail.  But  the  great 
business  of  the  physician  is  to  defend  the  human  constitution,  and  to  aid 
the  system  in  resisting  these  baneful  influences.  This  being  the  alternate 
year  in  which  yellow  fever  has  usually  prevailed  for  a  period  of  about 
twenty  years  past,  renders  it  quite  probable  that  we  may  have  another  epi- 
demic ;  and  this  single  fact  is  of  more  importance  than  all  the  calculations 
that  may  be  made  from  the  state  of  the  river,  or  weather,  or  the  condition  of 
the  streets,  put  together.  It  is  worthy  of  remark,  however,  that  the  general 
health  of  New  Orleans  has  greatly  improved  within  four  years  past.  The 
oldest  practitioners  concur  in  the  opinion  that  there  is  nothing  like  the 
amount  of  sickness  in  the  city  during  the  healthy  seasons,  that  there  was 
eight  or  ten  years  ago.  Whether  this  is  merely  one  of  those  remissions  or 
exemptions  that  have  occurred  previously  for  similar  periods,  or  a  perma- 
nent hygienic  amelioration  arising  from  paving  the  streets,  greater  atten- 
tion to  cleanliness,  6lc.,  time  alone  will  determine.  There  is  doubtless 
still  great  room  for  improvement,  in  the  condition  of  our  city,  and  we  are 
pleased  to  see  that  the  proper  authorities  are  devoting  to  the  subject  the 
attention  it  deserves.  An  important  duty  devolves  upon  the  Board  of 
Health;  they  are  the  special  guardians  of  the  health  ot  the  community, 
and  should  promptly  point  out  all  sources  of  disease. — Nco  Orleans  Medi- 
cal Journal. 
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[Continueil  from  page  323.] 

With  ivi;ard  to  aL^riculture,  what  Dr.  Forbes  has  said  in  his  report  of 
the  Hiilgellee  district  may  be  apphed  to  this.  He  says  :  "  The  state  of 
agriculture  is  very  primitive,  and  1  do  not  think  that  either  the  disposition 
of  the  natives,  or  the  soil,  will  admit  of  its  being  much  improved  ;  the 
former  are  bigoted,  wedded  to  custom,  indolent,  and  poor  in  the  extreme, 
speaking  a  mongrel  language  in  which  Ooriah  predominates,  almost  im- 
possible to  be  understood  by  either  Bengalee  or  Hindustanee  scholars." 

The  agricultural  implements  in  use  are  the  plough  (hull),  hoe(kodali), 
rake  (bida)  with  iron  teeth  similar  to  the  English  harrow,  and  drawn  by 
two  bullocks  ;  sickle  (kuchea),  hatchet  (koolharee),  moyi,  a  wooden 
roller  drawn  by  two  oxen,dhenki,  used  for  beating  grain,  sieve  (chulnee), 
fan  (soop),  weeding  iron  (coosnee),  pick-axe  (guenter),  and  crow-bar 
(sabul). 

One  crop  is  all  that  is  usually  got  out  of  the  rice  ground.  In  most 
places  a  second  could  not  be  produced,  and  where  the  soil  is  sufficiently 
moist  and  good  the  indolence  of  the  natives  is  such  that  they  will  not 
trouble  themselves  to  plant  it  again. 

Tesser,  or  wild  silk,  is  produced  from  a  large  worm  which  1  believe 
feeds  principally  on  the  leaves  of  a  tree  called  "  asin  "  (pentaptera  to- 
metosa).  The  cocoons  are  collected  in  the  jungles  and  sold  to  persons 
who  wind  the  silk  ;  no  attention  whatever  is  paid  to  rearing  the  worm  ; 
the  raw  material  is  made  into  coarse  cloths  about  four  yards  long  and  one 
wide,  and  generally  worn  by  the  natives  ;  it  is  sold  for  one  rupee  eight 
annas  per  piece.  A  superior  kind  is  also  made  to  order  for  European 
wear,  which  finds  a  ready  sale  at  12  annas  per  yard.  .  The  tesser  silk  is 
sometimes  wove  with  cotton,  and  forms  a  durable  and  useful  cloth.  The 
weavers  are  men  and  women  ;  children  assist  in  reeling  off  the  silk  from 
the  cocoons  and  collecting  them  in  the  jungles.  Laborers  of  all  de- 
scriptions  are  to  be  had  in  abundance,  but  the  work  they  do  in  a  day  is 
very  trifling. 

From  June  until    February   the  natives  are  employed   principally  in 

agricultural  pursuits  ;  they  commence  work   at  sunrise  and  continue  until 

sunset,  with  an   interval   of  two  or  three  hours   at  noon  to  cook  and  eat 

their  victuals.     The  crops  for  many  years  have  not  been  known  so  abun^ 
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tlant  and  tine  as  they  are  this  season  ;  this,  however,  benefits  the  poorer 
classes  (those  who  cannot  atibrtl  to  lay  by  a  stock)  very  little,  so  great  a 
ijiiaiility  beini^  exported  that  Ion*;  before  tlie  season  af(ain  comes  round 
^rain  is  as  dear  as  if  tiu;  croj)s  had  been  poor  and  scant) .  I'he  revt-nue 
arising  from  the  exports  and  imports  does  not  exceed  10,000  Rs.  per 
annum.  The  following  are  the  principal  articles  of  import  : — cotton 
piece  goods,  sal  timber,  oil  seeds,  paper,  shoes,  cowries,  tobacco,  cotton, 
fc^xports  : — cotton  [)iece  goods,  beeswax,  cotton,  stone  plates,  shoes, 
paddy,  rice. 

The  high  road  from  Benares  and  Calcutta  to  Juggernath,  passes 
through  the  station.  Upwards  of  25,000  individuals  on  their  way  to  the 
latter  place  go  through  here  every  year.  The  communication  for  five  or 
six  months  in  the  year  is  carried  on  entirely  by  this  road.  It  is  kept  in 
very  tolerable  repair  by  the  convicts  under  the  superintendence  of  a  na- 
tive officer.  A  new  plan  has  lately  been  adopted  in  making  the  roads  ; 
it  consists  in  laying  down  a  coat  of  kunkur  or  gravel  about  six  inches 
thick,  which  is  firmly  beaten  in  when  wet,  and  forms  a  hard  and  durable 
road  ;  it  ap])ears  as  yet  to  answer  very  well.  Large  beds  of  kunkur  and 
gravel  are  found  throughout  the  district.  With  the  exception  of  this  road, 
there  are  none  besides  deserving  the  name ;  they  are  merely  paths. 

The  population  of  Balasore  is  about  11,000;  of  this  number  nine- 
tenths  are  Hindoos,  and  the  remainder  IVlussulmans.  The  population  of 
the  district  amounts  to  about  480,000  ;  the  proportion  of  Hindoos  to  IMo- 
hammedans  in  the  Mofussil  is  even  greater  than  in  the  town  of  Balasore. 
With  the  excess  of  Hindoo  population  it  is  somewhat  singular  they  should 
have  no  place  of  public  worship  of  any  note  :  the  Mussulmans  have  a 
large  mosque,  which  they  keep  in  ])retty  good  repair.  The  dwellings  of 
the  natives  are  principally  of  mud,  but  every  person  who  can  afford  it 
builds  a  pukha  house,  the  former  standing  but  a  poor  chance  in  case  of  a 
storm.  Building  is  cheap,  owing  to  the  low  price  of  labor,  timber,  and 
bricks.  The  latter  are  sold  at  twelve  annas  per  1000.  The  number  of 
brick  houses  at  Balasore  exceeds  380.  Many  of  them  are  built  with  an 
upper  story  consisting  of  one  or  two  rooms,  with  a  small  aperture  that 
serves  for  door  and  window.  The  huts  are  in  general  dry,  comfortable, 
and  not  over-crowded. 

The  principal  streets  are  wide,  and  sloping,  and  allow  a  free  circulation 
of  air ;  a  large  open  drain  on  either  side  serves  to  carry  off  all  accumu- 
lations during  the  rains,  but  is  a  receptacle  for  filth  in  the  dry  season  ;  the 
police,  however,  see  that  they  are  kept  tolerably  free  and  clean.  The 
clothing  of  the  lowest  class  comprises  a  chudder,  ten  or  twelve  hands 
long,  a  dhotee  from  four  to  six,  and  agumcha,  or  bathing  towel,  the  whole 
value  of  which  is  about  one  rupee  and  a  half  They  sleep  on  a  coarse 
mat,  and  cover  themselves  with  a  blanket  which  costs  about  one  rupee. 
All  those  who  can  afford  it  wear  leather  shoes.  The  women  and  child- 
ren wear  ornaments  for  the  arms  of  gold,  silver,  brass,  lac,  or  earth  baked 
and  painted  ;  gold,  silver  or  brass  rings  for  the  ears  and  nose,  the  same 
for  the  ankles.     The  men  wear  strings  of  wooden  beads  round  their  necks, 
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niid  ()r(';i-<i(Mi;ilI\   a    |m'cc    of  plain  sfjiiarc    'jold  ol    llic  \'\\\\u\  ol    IwtTit}'  or 
t\\(Milv-('i\  t>  ru|)c("^.  la^tciKMl  loiiiid  the  arm  ahovc  llic  (;ll)()\v. 

For  fuel,  wood  and  drii'd  cow-diing  arc  w^v^  :  llio  forrjicr  is  hionii^lit 
from  a  ron-^idcrahlc  distance,  but  is  nevcM-tlicIcss  very  olicap  ;  ilic  lattM- 
is  collcrtt'd  l>v  poor  wdm-'n,  who  dry  iind  soil  it,  and  in  this  way  thou- 
sands %i\\n  a  li\'clih()od.  The  food  anionfi,st  the  lower  class  is  rice,  fish, 
pnlse,  or  other  \-e!;etal)les,  salt  and  oil.  Three  (juart(.'rs  of  a  seer  of  rice 
with  (^itluM-  of  the  above,  is  consid(Ted  sufiicient  for  the  daily  sustenance. 
oi'  the  sti-onirest  and  most  hearty  person  ;  g(nierally  speakinI^^  they  cook 
twic"  a  (lav.  at  noon  and  after  their  evening's  work  ;  many,  however, 
kindle  a  fir(^  and  cook  l)nt  once  a  day  in  the  evenini^,  in  which  case  they 
eat  some  chura  (parcluHl  rice)  in  the  morning  and  the  nfiddle  of  the  day. 
The  daily  expense  of  food  for  one  man  as  here  given  amounts  to  about 
one  anna.  Salt  water  fish  an^  preferred  to  river.  Those  persons  wlio 
are  so  poor  as  not  to  be  able  to  purchase  anything  more  than  rice  and 
salt,  gather  roots  and  vegetables  from  the  fields  and  tanks  which  they  mix 
with  their  food.  Every  native  smokes,  and  a  large  proportion  of  them 
eat  opium,  and  drink  intoxicating  liquors  ;  those  who  are  habituated  to 
the  former  and  become  deprived  of  it,  invariably  suffer  from  bowel  attacks 
(diarrhrea  and  dysentery),  and  end  their  days  most  wretched  object'^'. 
The  quantity  of  opium  daily  consumed  by  some  is  incredibly  large.  The 
sales  at  the  Government  kutchery  average  more  than  either  of  the  adjoin- 
ing districts,  where  the  population  is  double  what  it  is  here.  Tlie  natives 
will  go  to  any  extremes  to  procure  it,  either  in  the  way  of  petty  theft  or 
daring  burglary.  Datura  stramonium  (thorn  apple)  and  nux  vomica  are  oc- 
casionally substituted  for  opium  when  the  latter  cannot  be  obtained.  Many 
a  poor  ivretch  beggars  his  family  to  gratify  this  pernicious  vice.  I  knew^  a 
man  whose  daily  consumption  was  upwards  of  a  drachm  ;  more  he  would 
have  eaten  could  he  have  afforded  it.  I  rather  think  that  a  much  larger 
quantity  even  than  this  is  consumed  by  some.  The  liquors  made  use  of  are 
of  two  kinds,  one  distilled  from  rice,  the  other  procured  from  the  khujur 
tree ;  only  the  very  lowest  class  drink  spirits,  but  nine  out  of  ten  eat 
opium.     The  women  che'w  betel  and  do  not  smoke. 

The  amusements  of  the  natives  are  dancino:.  o;amblinii;  and  sinHnf^ ; 
the  voice  is  accompanied  with  a  drum  or  guitar,  frequently  both.  Their 
science  seems  to  consist  in  makino;  as  harsh  and  disao-reeable  a  noise  as 
possible,  without  any  regard  to  harmony,  at  least  to  the  ears  of  an  Euro- 
pean. Their  dancing  is  rather  graceful,  but  slow  and  lifeless.  Their 
games  of  chance  are  played  with  cards  and  dice,  and,  like  the  generaHty 
of  gamblers,  they  often  stake  every  pice  they  have  in  the  world. 

Education  has  made  but  slow  progress  here  ;  lately  a  few  schools  have 
been  established  to  teach  writing  and  reading  in  the  native  tongue.  It  is 
in  contemplation  to  instruct  them  in  English  under  the  tuition  of  an  Euro- 
pean. Government  has  been  solicited  to  contribute  towards  the  expense, 
and  the  natives  have  offered  to  couk^  forward  most  liberally,  so  that  it 
now  only  requires  the  sanction  of  Government  to  be  immediatelv  set  on 
foot.  They  evince  a  great  desire  to  become  acquainted  with  English, 
more  particularly  since   that   language  and  the  vernacular  are  to  take  the 
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place  of  Persian.  Many  natives  who  can  afForcl  it  have  a  private  in- 
structer  for  their  chiUhen,  paying  him  three  or  four  rupees  a  month  be- 
sides his  food.  The  iiverage  fees  for  chihhen  sent  to  school  varies  from 
two  to  i'  tit  annas  per  mensem,  according  to  the  progress  the  child 
makes  ;  lie  ohlidren   are  never  educated.     There   are  two  Baptist 

niissiona  a  the  station,  who  take  an  active  part  in  establishing  schools, 
and  educating  children  :  they  have  the  scriptures  transhitcd  into  Ooria, 
which  they  teach  tljem  to  read.  Both  tl)e  reeds-pen  and  sharp  iron  style 
are  used  for  writing,  the  former  on  pajjer,  the  latter  on  the  pahnira  h?af. 
Amongst  the  lowest  class  Ooria  alone  is  spoken.  The  magistrate  is  en- 
deavoring to  introduce  an  improvement  in  w  riting  this,  now,  almost  unin- 
telligible language.  The  natives  are  in  the  habit  of  writing  words  and 
sentences  altogether,  without  any  division  of  either  ;  consequently  a  per- 
son has  great  difficulty  in  reading  w  hat  he  may  have  just  written.  The 
improvement  to  be  adopted,  is  tlie  division  of  words  and  sentences,  capi- 
tal letters,  and  punctuation. 

The  morality  of  the  natives  is,  I  imagine,  much  on  a  par  with  the  rest 
of  India  ;  presenting  but  a  dark  })lcture.  Crime  is  certainly  light  and 
does  not  keep  pace  with  what  one  might  expect  from  the  excess  of  S])lrit3 
and  opium  to  which  the  natives  are  addicted.  They  are  well  practised 
in  every  species  of  low^  cunning,  and  lie  abominably.  The  effiontery 
with  which  they  make  false  accusations,  and  the  self-possession  with 
which  they  support  them,  surpasses  all  belief;  this  may  be  attributed  to 
the  want  of  a  proper  sense  of  religion  and  honor,  of  which  latter  they  are 
almost  entirely  destitute.  In  their  transactions,  whether  amongst  them- 
selves or  Europeans,  their  great  object  is  to  cheat  as  much  as  they  possi- 
bly can  ;  they  are  so  habituated  to  it,  that  I  believe  they  consider  it  no 
harm  ;  there  are  of  course  exceptions  to  the  above.  Amongst  the  higher 
class  of  bearers,  honest  and  trustworthy  servants  are  to  be  met  with. 
Revenge,  and  animosity,  form  also  a  prominent  feature  in  their  characters  ; 
it  frequently  lies  latent  for  years,  until  an  opportunity  offers,  when  it  breaks 
forth  with  all  its  virulence.  They  are  devoid  of  feeling,  cruel,  and  selfish  ; 
often  have  I  seen  a  poor  wretch  left  to  die  cki  the  roads  unheeded,  and 
uncared  for,  because  he  happens  to  be  of  a  ditferent  caste,  and  like  the 
Levite  in  the  scriptures,  they  *'  pass  by  on  the  other  side."  Mothers 
are  not  unfrequently  destitute  of  parental  feeling  and  affection  for  their 
oflspring,  and  hesitate  not  to  dispose  of  it  as  soon  as  born  for  a  trifling 
consideration,  caring  not  what  becomes  of  it,  or  even  inquiring  about  it 
after.  There  are  always  a  great  number  of  beggars  about  the  town,  and 
occasionally  some  distressing  as  well  as  most  disgusting  objects.  I  am 
constantly  applied  to  for  medicines  and  advice,  and  were  a  dispensary  es- 
tablished here,  I  am  convinced  that  many  who  now  die  without  any  as- 
sistance would  apply  to  be  relieved. 

[Some  account  of  the  diseases  of  this  place,  and  their  treatment,  will 
next  week  finish  this  report.] 


(  :!:J3  ) 
Disi.oc  \'!'i()N  or  Tui:  r\i\('r\i  downwakob. 

By  Edwin  Gurncy,  Esq.,  Surg.,  Oamborno,  Cornwall. 

F.  I\ .  ;i   iiiiiKM-,  niiicd  45,  a  .'^liort,  hut   uiiisciilar   man,  un    Tucsda^j, 

Jan.  7tli,  ill  assi.siin^  to  load  .soiiie   lar^o  oiioand-a-hair-iucli  dual  boarcri 
rdl  l)a''k\v;irds,  and  in  rallin;j;,  two  hoards  fell  across  th(i  nppnr  part  of  }i^*5 
lii|)s.     On  rising,  he  found  he;  liad  injured  his  loft  hip-joint  ;  although  in 
considcnihlr  pain,  he  could  walk.     Ho  was  carri(3d  on  a  railway  carria«re 
to  within   two    hundred  yards  of  his   iioinc,  to  which   he,  \\alk<'d.     The 
suroeons  of  the  mine,  on  seeing  him,  at  first  considered  it  to  he  a  dislo- 
cation  in    the   obturator  foramen  ;  but  from    the  usual    sym|)toms  being 
wantinsT,  and  bis  bein*^  able  to  walk,  tlx'v  concluded  there   was  no  dislo- 
cation.     On  Wednesday,  the  ir)th.  on  passing  the  door,  I  was  called   in. 
and   on    examination,  [)ronounced   the   tbiirji   to   b(3  dislocat(;d.      I  found 
that  he  could  walk   about,  but  lame,  and   in  pain.     I  believe  he  walk«^d 
to  the  mine  two  days   previously,  a   distance;  of  a  mile.     The  affected 
limb  was  more  than  one  inch  Ioniser  than  the  other ;  the  to(;  w  as  sli^litlv 
everted,  and  could  be  turned  in  or  out  readily,  but  the  latter  more  so  than 
the  opposite  foot ;  there  was  considerable  swelling  of  the  buttock,  and 
considerable  effusion  over  the  trochanter  major.     On  sittinu;,  his  left  knee 
])rojected  considerably,  and    flexion  on   the  ])e]vis  beyond  the  sittins;  pos- 
ture caused   great   pain,  and    could   not  be  borne,  while  the   other  knee 
could  be  approximated  to  the  mouth  easily.     On  standing  on  the  injured 
limb,  the  opposite  heel  could  not  be  brought  to  touch  the  ground  by  more 
than  an  inch  ;  and  when  standing  on  the  sound  limb,  the  injured  one  was 
bent  at  the  knee.     The  trochanter  major  w^as  at  more    than  an   inch 
greater  distance  from  the  crista   of  the   ilium,  and  projecting  more,  both 
forwards  and  laterally,  than  on  the  sound  side  ;  and  I  considered  I  could 
feel  the  head  of  the  bone  by  pressing  behind  the  trochanter,  and  a  little 
above  it,  which  gave  him  violent  pain.     Mr.  S.  Cooper  describes,  in  his 
Dictionary,  "  a  primary  dislocation  of  the   thigh   downw'ards  and  back- 
wards on  the  junction   of  the  ilium  and  ischium,"  which  he  states  to  be 
"  a'?  rare  as  the  dislocation  upwards  and  backwards,  with  the  head  of  the 
bone  forw^ards,  and  the  toes  everted,  with  shortening  of  the  limb."     But 
in  this  dislocation,  when  sitting,  and  the  knees  approximated,  the  injured 
limb  was  considerably  longer  than  the  other,  consequently  the  head  of  the 
bone  must  have  been  immediately  under  the   acetabulum,  and   in  flexion 
of  the  thigh,  inclined  forwards,  and  not  behind  it.     I  called  on  the  medi- 
cal men,  stating  my  opinion,  and   we   went   together  to  see  the  ])atient  ; 
but  they  still   were  sceptical  as  to  its   being  a  dislocation,  but  acknow- 
ledged  that   the  joint  was  not  right.     I  wished  them  to  call  in   another 
surgeon,  if  they  doubted  the  dislocation,  remarking,  that  the  limb,  if  pro- 
perly  extended,  they   would   find   would   be   made  shorter.     Thev  then 
agreed  to  make   an  extension,  which  was   done   for  some  minutes,  with 

three  attempts  at  reduction.     On  the  third  attempt,  F.  R exclaimed, 

he  neither  could  nor  would  bear  any  more  ;  he  was  sure  it  was  all  right. 
He  was  then  allowed  to  stand,  but  I  was  afraid  it  was  not  in,  there  being 
no  crepitus  on  reduction.     I  found   the  thigh  could  be  flexed  on  the  pel- 
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vis  to  a  greater  extent,  antl  tliat  he  could  walk  up  stairs  with  the  injured 
limb  loreiaost,  which  he  could  not  do  before.  The  next  iiioining,  on 
set'ing  him,  he  reniark'rtl  it  was  all  right  ;  and  on  getting  him  out  of  bed, 
1  found  both  limbs  ut  ihe  same  length.  The  surgeons  are,  1  believe,  still 
doubtful  as  to  its  b*  ,^  a  dislocation,  but  I  am  not.  The  man  considers 
that  the  thigh  was  i^     :ced  on  the  second  attempt. 

I  beg  to  mention  another  case,  occurring  fifteen  months  since,  which 
was  reduced  after  being  dislocated  eleven  days.  The  mine  surgeon  in 
attendance  pronounced  it  not  a  dislocation,  as  did  also  his  friend  ;  but  a 
surgeon  in  the  neighborhood,  who  had  been  accidentally  called  in,  said  it 
was  a  dislocation.  This  led  to  my  being  sent  for,  and  on  meeting  the 
parties,  my  opinion  was,  tliat  the  limb  was  dislocated  ;  but  because  the 
usual  symptoms  were  wanting,  the  surgeon  still  persisted  that  the  thigh 
was  not  out.  The  symptoms  were — the  affected  lim!)  could  be  rotated 
with  perfect  freedom,  but  most  easily  outwards,  and,  when  standing,  the 
limb  was  longer  than  the  other,  and  the  knee  bent,  the  toe  slightly 
everted,  the  buttock  projecting,  and  I  considered  1  could  readily  feel  the 
head  of  the  bone  behind  and  below  the  acetabulum.  This  man  could 
not  sit  at  all  on  the  injured  thigh,  as  he  could  not  bend  the  thigh  so  far 
on  the  pelvis.  Yet  this  man  could  walk !  On  the  surgeon's  persisting 
that  there  was  no  dislocation,  I  remarked  that  he  had  better  call  in  an- 
other surgeon,  and  meet  on  the  next  day,  which  we  did,  w^hen  Mr. 
Mitchell  and  Son,  of  Redruth,  met  us.  The  former  expressed  his  opin- 
ion thus  :  ''  If  the  man  was  a  mile  off,  and  I  could  see  him,  I  should  say 
the  thigh  was  out."  The  surgeon  first  in  attendance  then  said,  "  Where 
is  the  head  of  the  bone  ?"  '^  No  matter,"  was  Mr.  Mitchell's  reply  ; 
"  it  is  not  where  it  ought  to  be,  and  let  us  try  to  put  it  right."  After 
bleeding  and  nauseating  doses  of  tartarized  antimony,  we  commenced. 
Tiiis  was  a  stout,  strong,  muscular  young  man,  and,  after  several  at- 
tempts and  considerable  extension,  he  said  he  could  bear  no  more,  the 
limb  was  in  ;  and  on  removing  the  extending  powers,  and  his  standing, 
we  found  it  so.  I  in  this  case  rotated  the  limb,  while  another  elevated 
the  thigh  during  extension,  but  perceived  not  die  slightest  sound  at  re- 
duction ;  in  fact,  it  was  not  known,  as  in  the  former  case,  until  the  man 
stood,  as  we  had  examined  each  case  after  each  attempt  at  reduction. 
This  case  I  believe  to  have  been  the  same  as  Mr.  S.  Cooper  describes  as 
a  primary  dislocation  of  the  thigh  downwards  and  backwards  ;  but  in  F. 

R 's  case,  the  head  of  the  bone  could  not  have  been  backwards,  from 

the  knee  projecting  so  much  beyond  the  other  when  sitting. — Lancet. 


OBSTRUCTION   OF  THE    INTESTINES— OPENING  OF  THE  COLON. 

[The  following  case,  somewhat  similar  to  one  alluded  to  in  the  3d  No. 
of  the  3 1  St  volume  of  this  Journal,  was  related  to  the  Royal  Medical 
and  Chirurgical  Society,  in  London,  last  month.  An  interesting  debate 
on  the  case  occurred,  of  which  we  have  room  for  only  a  part.  The  ope- 
ration w^as  perfoi-med  by  Mr.  S.  Evans,  of  Derby.] 
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Lowis  S ,  a_i,^ed  '23,  a  fanncM',  has   Ixmmi    liable  for  sovoral  years  to 

attacks  of  (liarrlura.  In  September,  1813,  lie  was  seized  with  viohint 
pain  ill  the  howcls,  reseiuhlini^  colic,  which  lasted  for  thirtcM'ii  hours. 
Ahoiii  tl)(»  third  wrck  in  .lanuary,  the  attacks  wc.'re  renewed,  and  hecarne 
more  severe  on  the  oth  of  Fehniary.  The  audior  saw  him  for  the  first 
time  on  the  7th  ;  Ik^  was  sunerin*;  from  severe  intennittin<r  pains  in  the 
ah(lom(>n,  which  was  distended,  hut  i'lvc.  from  tenderness.  There  was  a 
distiiK-.t  swcllini^  in  the  rii^ht  iliac  region.  His  bowels  had  not  been  re- 
lieved since  the  5th.  Opiates,  active  ai)erients  and  stimulatin;^^  injections 
were  administered  durinij;  five  days  without  relieving  the-  pain  and  sickness, 
or  procuring  evacuations.  On  the  12di  and  13th  his  sufferings  were  re- 
lieved by  large  doses  of  the  liquor  opii  sedatives.  From  this  time  to  the 
l)(\ii:innini^r  of  A])ril,  the  siz(^  of  his  belly  gradually  increased  ;  he  also  daily 
suffered  many  paroxysms  of  pain.  At  intervals  large  quantities  of  flalus 
and  small  portions  of  clay-colored  faeces  escaped  from  the  bowels.  The  pa- 
tient's health  became  much  impaired,  and  vomiting  recurred  almost  daily. 
On  the  ^oth  of  ^larch,  Callisen's  operation,  as  modified  by  Amussat,  for 
the  formation  of  an  artificial  anus  in  the  loin,  was  proposed,  but  the  pa- 
tient yielded  to  the  wishes  of  his  friends  in  postponing  it.  The  emacia- 
tion increased,  and  the  abdomen  became  distended  to  the  greatest  possible 
degree,  the  evacuations  entirely  ceased,  and  the  pulse  became  feeble  and 
fluttering.  April  9di,  the  operadon  was  performed  ;  a  transverse  inci- 
sion, four  inches  long,  w^as  made  in  the  right  loin  ;  the  ascending  colon 
was  opened,  and  more  than  two  gallons  of  semi-fluid  clay -colored  faeces 
were  discharged.  He  recovered  from  the  operation,  and  by  May  9th 
had  gained  flesh,  and  the  wound  in  die  intestine  had  healed,  but  the 
evacuations  escaped  entirely  by  the  artificial  anus,  being  restrained  by  a 
plug  in  the  orifice,  which  was  removed  four  or  five  times  a  day.  At  the 
end  of  June  he  commenced  passing  diabetic  urine,  and  to  suffer  from 
thirst.  July  2d,  he  rode  a  distance  of  six  miles  in  an  uneasy  cart,  and 
shortly  afterwards  symptoms  of  peritonitis  supervened,  and  he  died  on 
the  5th.  On  examination  of  die  body,  the  cause  of  obstruction  was 
found  to  be  a  stricture  in  the  colon,  just  beyond  the  angle  formed  by  die 
junction  of  the  ascending  and  transverse  portion  of  the  gut.  The  con^ 
tracted  part  was  almost  as  hard  as  cartilage,  and  would  only  just  admit  a 
crow(|uiIl  ;  its  inner  surface  was  ulcerated,  the  ca3cum  was  enormously 
distended,  and  nearly  as  large  as  a  stomach  of  ordinary  size;  the  ascend^ 
ing  colon  was  also  much  enlarged. 

The  author  remarks  that  this  is  the  eleventh  case  on  record  in  which 
Callisen's  operation  (modified  by  Amussat)  has  been  performed  in  the 
adult,  in  consequence  of  obstrucdon  in  the  intestinal  canal.  From  the 
previous  history  of  the  case,  it  would  appear  that  die  disease  had  been 
of  slow  progress,  and  of  considerable  duration  ;  but  at  the  period  to 
which  the  operation  was  delayed,  owing  to  tho  interference  of  the  pa- 
tient's friends,  he  was  in  so  alarming  a  condition  that  it  is  impossible  to 
imagine  a  case  more  unfavorable  for  the  operation.  Two  months  after- 
wards, he  was  so  much  recovered  that  there  appeared  to  be  every  pros- 
pect of  his  restoration  to  health,  but  these  hopes  were  disappointed  by 
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liis  iin[jrLidc'acL'   in    regard   to  diet  and  exercise  ;  but  as  iar  as  tlie  0[)era- 
tiou  is  concerned,  the  case  was  successful. 

Sir  George  Lefevre  remarked  on  tlif  indiscretion  of  tiie  patient  in  go- 
ing about  so  soon  after  the  o[)eration,  and  thought  this  should  have  been 
prevented  by  the  medical  attendant.  Local  and  general  treatment,  to- 
gether with  the  recumbent  position,  and  strict  attention  to  diet,  were  es- 
sential to  tlie  satisfactory  conclusion  of  such  a  case.  He  briefly  referred 
to  two  cases,  of  which  he  had  drawn  up  a  description,  and  had  intended 
to  read  them  to  the  Society,  but  had  since  withdrawn  them,  and  j)ub- 
lished  them  elsewhere.  In  one  of  tliese  cases,  a  lady  of  distinction  in 
St.  Petersburg  had  had  the  colon  punctured  merely  for  the  purpose  of 
relieving  the  [)ain  caused  by  distention.  In  this  case,  die  sullering  was 
extreme  ;  there  was  incessant  vomitinfr  and  most  uriient  distention.  A 
trochar  was  plunged  into  the  colon,  an  escape  of  gas  took  place,  and  re- 

liel  ensued.     She   died,  however,  in    eiii;hteen   houi-s  afterwards.     In  an- 

... 
other    case  of  internal   obstruction,   the    patient    survived    the  operation 

twenty  hours.     Would  an  operation   of   this  description  be  considered 

justifiable  in   this  country,  merely   with  a   view  of  relieving  symptoms, 

the  termination  of  the  case  being  certainly,  either  way,  fatal  ? 

Mr.  B.  Pliillips  regarded  the  paper  as  a  very  important  one.  There 
was  no  question  that  the  operation  had  been  performed  many  times  with 
various  modifications,  both  for  obstructed  bowels  and  imperforate  anus. 
As  iar  as  he  knew,  it  had  been  "enerallv  unsuccessful.  The  operation 
itseli  was  by  no  means  a  difficult  one,  the  real  difficulty  in  these  cases 
being  to  determine  the  circumstances  which  justify  the  proceeding.  On 
what  did  the  obstruction  depend  ?  Cases  of  obstiuction  presented  them- 
selves, dependent  on  the  collection  of  hardened  fieces,  in  which  the  pa- 
tient became  emaciated,  and  the  symptoms  presented  all  the  appearances 
of  internal  strangulation,  yet  these  cases  w^ere  relieved  without  operation. 
If  the  obstruction  were  the  result  of  disease  in  the  rectum — as,  for  in- 
stance, carcinorna,  of  which  disease  Bioussais  was  said  to  have  died — 
there  would  be  little  difficulty  in  detecting  its  nature,  and  an  operation, 
like  that  under  consideration,  might  be  performed  w^ith  the  chance  of  pro- 
longing life.  But  even  here  we  only  substituted  one  infirmity  for  another, 
and  it  might  be  questionable  which  was  the  most  difficult  to  be  borne 
with.  It  was  when  the  obstruction  was  situated  higher  up  that  it  was 
difficult  to  decide  on  what  it  was  dependent,  and  in  what  way  we  should 
proceed.  The  contraction,  in  fact,  might  exist  at  the  very  point  at 
which  the  operation  was  usually  performed.  In  Mr.  Evans's  case  there 
was  no  indication  presented  to  warrant  us  in  diawing  a  conclusion  as  to 
the  precise  cause  of  the  obstruction.  Indeed,  from  the  occasional  pas- 
sage of  clay-colored  faeces,  it  might  have  been  diagnosticated  as  arising 
fi'om  a  faecal  accumulation,  instead  of  being,  as  it  was  afterwards  found,  a 
stiicture  of  the  colon. 

Dr.  Powell  remarked,  that  it  was  surprising  how  long  constipation 
might  exist  in  hysterical  patients.  He  related  the  case  of  a  lady  who 
was  constipated  for  three  weeks,  and  who  was  relieved  by  the  use  of  opium 
and  croton  oil.     On  one  occasion  she  had  no  evacuation  for  two  months. 


r)nSERVATI(>NS  ON   NKUllALGIA,  WITH    CASKS. 

«  By  Daniol  Holt,  M.D.,  Now  Haven,  Conn. 

l(.M)iniiiiiiuc(it(-il    lor    the   ItoNlou    Medical    mid    !Siiri,'i(-;il    .l(Miriiiti.| 

Onk  of  the  iiio'^t  (listn^ssliii;  (iiscasos  which  \\u\  j)l)y.si(:i;m  is  culled  to 
treat,  and  which  is  not  uiilVe(|ucntly  ohslinate  and  |)rolono(;d  in  its  course 
is  that  which  ordinarily  receives  the  expressive  name,  neuralgia.  This 
disease  is  characterized  hy  a  peculiar  pain,  of  a  sharp,  pung(;nt,  dartinf^, 
and  most  ai^i;ravatinL^  character :  and  of  sudicient  intensity,  oft(Mi,  to  call 
into  exercise  nil  the  fortitudt;  of  the  patient  in  order  to  control  the  fcel- 
inir^  and  r^'tain  possession  of  the  faculties. 

in  these  remarks  I  do  not,  of  course,  intend  to  emhrace  all  that  class 
of  diseases  ordinarily  termed  nervous  ajj'ections,  hut  shall  confine  niyself 
to  the  neuralgia  proper — a  disease  usually  acute,  though  with  piompt 
and  appropriate  treatment  often  susceptihle  of  a  speedy  and  permanent 
aire — hut  from  neglect,  inefiicient  or  improj)er  managenif-nt,  is  liable  to 
become  of  a  protracted  and  obstinate  character.  This  disease  has  usu- 
ally been  divided  into  several  varieties,  deriving  its  name  from  the  loca- 
tion. This,  so  far  as  practical  advantage  is  concerned,  is  of  little  conse- 
quence :  but  the  causes  and  the  condition  of  the  system  refjuiring  a  pe- 
culiar mode  of  treatment  for  its  cure,  cannot  receive  too  careful  attention. 

We,  perhaps,  oftener  err  in  our  endeavors  speedily  to  arrest  the  pro- 
gress of  an  acute  and  painful  disease,  by  prescribing  for  the  particular 
name  it  has  from  time  immemorial  received,  tlian  in  directing-  our  atten- 
tion to  the  pathological  condition  of  the  system  for  the  time  bein<T,  and 
to  the  causes  and  nature  of  the  disease.  Neuralgia  is  a  disease  which 
at  the  present  time,  and  for  the  last  few  years  in  this  country,  especially 
in  New  England,  is  very  common,  mucii  more  so  than  formerly,  and 
much  more  importance  is  given  to  it  by  writers  than  at  former  periods. 
Any  age,  sex  or  constitution  may  be  affected,  but  it  oftener  attacks  those 
of  a  nervous  temperament,  suscepti!)le  to  extei-nal  impre.ssions.  and  oft- 
ener those  who  are  in  the  prime  of  life  tlian  those  who  have  passed  the 
meridian.  On  consulting  the  standard  writers,  and  the  medical  literature 
of  the  day,  we  shall  be  forcibly  struck  with  the  different  views  v/hich 
have  been  and  are  still  ent'^rtained,  both  in  regard  to  the  nature  of  the 
disease,  and  the  best  means  to  be  adopted  in  lis  cure.  These  diflerent 
and  often  conflicting  views  in  regaid  to  the  treatment,  have  arisen.  I  ap- 
prehend, as  is  often  the  case,  from  having  adopted  different  ideas  in  re- 
gard to  its  patholofry — and  too  often  has  it  been  the  case  that  the  same 
pathological  condition  is  presumed  to  exist  in  all  cases,  and  consequently 
adapting  the  treatment  to  that  condition  has  given  rise  to  different  ^'iews 
as  to  the  best  means  of  cure. 

There  is  one  form  of  this  disease  w  hich  is  commonly  met  with  in 
slender  and  delicate  females,  or  if  in  the  other  sex  more  especially  in 
those  of  the  nervous  temperament,  who  lead  sedentary  lives,  and  exer- 
cise their  intellectual  more  than  their  pliy^icnl  jiowcrs.  This  is  usuallv  a 
primary  disease,  excepting  tlie  previous  nervous  susceptibility.  The 
paroxysms  of  pain   are  often  excruciating,  and   this  is  their  only  promi- 
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nent  syniptoin  at  first.  The  tongue  is  usually  clean,  perhaps  rather 
pale,  appetite  and  digestion  good,  j)ulse  regular,  he.  In  these  cases  it  is 
pure,  simple,  uncomplicated  neuralgia,  and  could  we  look  in  upon  the 
pathological  condition,  there  would  probably  be  nothing  abnonnal  per- 
ceptible to  our  senses.  In  these  cases  th(?  paroxysms  are  at  irregular 
intervals,  severe,  leaving  the  j)aiient  h-ee  at  the  intervals,  and  there  be- 
ing little  or  no  soreness  of  the  parts  atfected  ;  pressure  not  proving  [)ain- 
ful,  but,  indeed,  during  the  paroxysm  often  affording  relief  The>"  are 
cases  of  pure  irritation,  especially  in  the  early  stage,  and  at  this  }K'riod 
much  under  the  influence  of  medicine,  though  requiring  prompt  and  efh- 
clent  treatment.  Tht3  narcotics  are  the  aj)propi-iate  remedies  for  this 
(orm  of  tile  disease,  and  if  appropriately  used,  the  cure  is  often  speedy 
and  permanent.  They  should  be  given  in  sufficient  quantities  to  produce 
a  decided  erfect,  and  repeated  if  the  paroxysms  recur.  I  have  often  cut 
short  the  disease  at  once,  in  this  stage,  by  an  appropriates  dose  of  this 
class  of  remedies.  The  quantity  will  of  course  depend  on  the  severity 
oi  the  disi'ase  and  other  circumstances.  Opium  will  sometimes  cure  per- 
manently. Belladonna,  hyoscyamus,  s.  nux  vomica,  aconitum  nepellus, 
are  all  valuable  remedies  in  this  form  of  neuralgia,  each  perhaps  more 
applicable  to  particular  cases,  depending  on  the  nature  of  the  disease  or 
the  constitution  of  the  patient.  Local  applications  are  sometimes  service- 
able as  palliatives  in  severe  paroxysms.  Blisters,  fomentations  and  poul- 
tices are  useful.  In  general,  warm  emollient  applications  are  most 
effectual. 

Case  1. — Miss  B.,  aged  about  14,  was  aflected  suddenly  with  severe 
facial  neuralgia.  The  paroxysms  were  severe,  though  the  system  in 
general  but  slightly  affected,  and  the  general  symptoms  as  above  detailed. 
She  was  put  upon  the  narcotic  plan,  w  hich  allayed  the  ])ain,  and  in  three 
or  four  days  there  was  no  disposition  in  the  disease  to  return,  and  the 
cure  was  permanent. 

In  general,  the  cure  will  be  more  speedy  in  proportion  as  the  case  is 
recent,  whether  the  paroxysms  are  severe  or  mild.  This  is  the  most 
simple  form  of  the  disease,  and  j)erhaps  the  form  next  to  be  mentioned 
passes  through  this  as  a  primary  stage  ;  but  often,  however,  when  we  are 
first  called  to  visit  the  patient,  the  disease  will  have  assumed  a  somewhat 
different  aspect.  In  this  second  form  of  the  disease,  the  prominent 
symptoms  are  somewhat  similar  to  the  above,  and  the  cases,  upon  a  su- 
perficial examination,  might  not  be  distinguished  from  the  other.  If, 
however,  we  prescribe  opium  or  other  strictly  anodyne  remedies,  we  do 
not  find  the  good  effect  from  them  we  had  anticipated  ;  the  pain  is  some- 
what mitigated,  it  is  true,  by  full  and  repeated  doses,  but  still  there  is,  as 
it  were,  a  benumbed  sensation,  an  unnatural  feeling,  in  the  system.  If 
we  examine  the  symptoms  critically,  we  sliall  find  that  the  paroxysms  are 
not  as  distinct,  and  the  intervals  less  free  from  ])ain  and  tenderness  ;  in- 
deed, pressure  on  the  parts  affected  produces  pain,  and  there  is  consi- 
derable tenderness  ;  the  pulse  is  rather  hard  and  somewhat  increased  in 
frequency,  the  tongue  is  slightly  covered  with  a  white  coat,  the  bowels 
costive  and  the  appetite  wanting.     There  is  now  a  pathological  condition 
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(JillriiiiLi;  ('ss('nli;ill\-  lioiii  the  al)()vc',  and  rc(|niiii)"^  iiiucli  consideration  in 
llic  ircalnicnl.  In  lliis  lorn)  tlici'c  is  not  incn^ly  irritation  of  tli<"  nerve 
itsell,  bnt  j)ro!)al)ly  an  inlhnncd  condition  of  its  nusnihranons  envelope  or 
ncuriicuut :  this  inllaniniation,  whether  primary  or  sc^eondary,  is  to  be  re- 
moved before  a  permani'nt  enre  can  be  ellected,  and  in  rec(;nt  cases  it  can 
be  easily  done. 

It  is  a  want  ol  (hscrimination  in  these  cases,  I  appr(;hen(l,  wliich  has 
prcxhu'.ed  so  many  cases  of  a  chronic  character,  whicli  ])ro\e  either  ob- 
stinate 01-  utterly  incurable.  In  cases  of  this  kind,  a  change  of  ac- 
tion is  re(]uired,  in  addition  to  immediate  rehef — a  directly  alterative  or 
revulsive  mode  of  treatmtnU  will  be  required.  A  cathartic  will  frcfjuently 
})rove  ben(;ficial,  after  which  anodynes  will  produce  a  more  decided  effect. 
Antimony,  in  small  and  repeated  doses,  is  sometimes  serviceable.  Gene- 
ral bloodletting  I  have  never  found  necessary,  but  local  means,  as  by 
leeches,  cuj)pinsj;  or  blisters,  are  useful,  and  in  many  cases,  both  recent 
and  of  long  standing,  are  of  essential  benefit.  Cold  applications  in  these 
cases  are  commonly  agreeable  and  beneficial,  as  a  means  of  relief.  'J'he 
application  of  ice  or  cloths  wet  in  cold  water  is  often  a  very  valuable 
auxiliary  in  this  form  of  the  disease. 

Case  II. — Miss  S.,  aged  16,  was  affected  with  severe  facial  neuralgia. 
The  paroxysms  were  strongly  marked,  but  from  the  accompanying  symp- 
toms an  anodyne  was  prescribed  with  considerable  relief,  and  she  was 
put  upon  a  pill  of  strychnine  and  s.  morphia  aa  1-8  grain  every  six  hours, 
with  Dover's  powders  if  the  paroxysms  should  be  severe.  On  the  next 
day  it  was  found  she  had  passed  a  very  bad  night ;  pain  had  been  severe 
and  more  constant ;  there  was  tenderness  on  pressure,  heat,  and  a  slight 
coat  upon  the  tongue.  I  presciibed  a  cathartic  of  calomel,  &ic.,  applied 
cloths  wet  with  ice  water  to  the  head,  and  on  the  following  day  found  she 
had  experienced  decided  relief:  she  had  rested  well,  and  was  nearly  free 
from  pain.  She  was  kept  on  a  cooling  alterative  treatment  for  a  few- 
days,  with  narcotics  if  a  paroxysm  of  pain  occurred,  when  she  perfectly 
recovered. 

I  have  for  the  last  few  yeai-s  met  with  many  cases,  where,  from  the 
symptoms,  I  was  sure  there  was  more  or  less  .inflammation  existing  in 
some  of  the  tissues.  I  have  found  invariably  in  these  cases  relief  from  the 
above  plan  of  treatment,  and  a  perfect  cure  when  the  treatment  was 
commenced  with  large  doses  of  narcotics  and  stimulants,  and  persevered 
in.  Although  relief  for  a  time  and  to  a  certain  extent  may  be  obtained, 
still  there  is  danger  of  protracting  the  case,  and  there  will  be  great  lia- 
bility to  renewed  attacks  afterwards.  There  are  many  cases  where 
it  is  somewhat  difHcult  to  decide  whether  it  is  a  case  of  pure  neuralgia,  or 
whether  it  is  attended  with  some  degree  of  inflammation,  which  is  scarcely 
sufllcient  to  manifest  itself  by  any  very  urgent  symptoms  ;  and  there  are 
undoubtedly  cases  of  a  mixed  character,  requiring  throughout  a  combina- 
tion of  the  narcotic  and  antiphlo[j,istic  treatment,  or  a  deobstruent  course 
of  medicine.  Calomel  and  opium  combined,  colchicum,  and  many  of  the 
vegetable  deobstruents,  have  been  used  in  these  cases  with  good  effect, 
and  there  are  others  of  the  acrid  deobstruent  vegetables  ^\  Inch  would 
probably  prove  beneficial. 
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Either  of  the  above-tuentioned  forms  of  the  disease,  when  improperly 
treated,  may  run  into  a  chronic  state  and  continue  for  a  lont^  lime  resist- 
ing the  ordinary  methods  of  cure.  1  have  found,  in  sucl:i  cases,  tlie 
guaiucum  a  vahiable  remeily — as  in  the  following  case. 

Case  111. — Mr.  B.  had  suffered  severely  for  a  long  time  with  neuralgia 
of  the  face,  which  occurred  at  irregular  intervals,  and  which  had  resisted 
a  variety  of  means  for  his  relief,  such  as  narcotics,  cuppinir,  \k,c.  He 
was  put  upon  the  tr.  guaiacum  §  ss.  three  times  a  day  till  it  should  affect 
the  bowels.  This  was  continued  for  a  short  time,  when  relief  was  ob- 
tained, which  proved  permanent. 

Neuralgia  assumes  also  an  intermittent  character,  probably  in  these 
cases  depending  on  some  peculiar  condition  of  the  system.  It  has  been 
often  observed  in  those  regions  where  intermittent  fever  prevails,  and  is 
undoubtedly  in  such  cases  connected  with  that  disease.  The  condition 
of  the  system  in  the'se  cases  will  be  found  to  be  peculiar,  and  also  the 
treatment  required.  We  often  find  the  paroxysms  strictly  periodical,  in 
the  intervals  leaving  the  patient  entirely  free  from  pain.  In  these  cases, 
however,  the  general  health  sulFers  ordinarily  to  a  considerable  extent,  and 
the  condition  of  the  system  is  unquestionably  decidedly  atonic. 

Case  IV. — INIrs.  C,  aged  about  30,  of  a  delicate  constitution,  was  af- 
fected with  decided  and  severe  periodical  neuralgia.  It  occurred  daily  at 
the  same  hour,  and  continued  for  a  regular  period,  when  there  was  entire 
freedom  from  pain  until  the  following  day.  There  was  loss  of  appetite 
and  derangement  of  the  stomach  and  bowels,  which  required  a  dose  of 
rhubarb,  soda  and  aromatics.  She  was  put  upon  the  continued  use  of 
Fowler's  arsenical  solution  and  sul.  quinine,  under  which  she  in  a  short 
time  entirely  recovered. 

In  this  form  of  the  disease,  arsenic  is  perhaps  our  most  valuable  remedy. 
It  should  be  given  so  as  to  make  a  decided  impression  upon  the  system, 
when  its  happy  effects  w  ill  soon  be  manifested.  Cinchona  or  quinine  is 
also  valuable,  given  alone  or  conjoined  with  the  above.  The  prepara- 
tions of  iron  have  a  high  reputation,  and  are  valuable,  especially  in  chro- 
nic cases,  and  w4iere  the  system  generally  is  much  debilitated. 


UTERhNE    TUMOR. 

[Communicatee]  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Siirgiciil  Journal.] 

PosT-MORTEM,  July  15,  1844.     Mrs.  B ,  aged  59,  of  New  Sharon, 

Me.  She  was  of  full  habit,  quite  embonpoint,  and  had  had  12  children. 
Her  last,  a  healthy  child,  was  born  21  years  ago  last  February,  since 
which  she  has  not  been  well.  Soon  after  her  accouchement  she  was  visit- 
ed with  uterine  flowing,  which  continued,  w^ith  intermissions  of  from  seven 
or  eight  days  to  a  month,  for  five  or  six  years,  when  she  discovered  some 
enlargement,  which  she  concluded  to  be  pregnancy,  but  time  proved  to 
the  contrary  and  the  disease  gradually  progressed. 

Her  husband   informs  me   that   she  had  had  medical  advice  from  time 
to  time,  and  that  Dr.  Wells,  of  Hallow^ell,  visited  her  about  a  year  after 
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licr  arcourlHMiKMit,  but  that  sIk;  rt'ctjivcd  hiil  Icinporaiy  hciicfit  from  any 
pivsniplioiis.  Slio  had  not  been  eiitirfly  lice  IVom  pain,  (iilber  in  tlie 
uterine  rei^ion  or  some  other  i)art,  since  llie  comnuMicement  of  her  disease. 
Ibr  appetite  was  t^enerally  f^ood,  and  she  was  able  to  be  alioiil  for  the 
most  part  of  the  time,  until  a  lew  weeks  befon;  her  decease.  Th(!  luMUor- 
rhaii;e  does  not  ap[)ear  to  have  been  very  large  at  any  one  time,  ex- 
cepting!; about  a  year  before  lier  decease,  when  she  was  taken  with  raising 
some  blood,  and  with  a  larire  hemorrhai^e  from  the  uterus.  1  do  not  learn 
of  anv  furllier  particulars,  as  I  did  not  attend  her,  and  was  not  aware  ol 
the  nature  ol'  lier  complaint  until  iii\ited  by  Dr.  Josiaii  Prescott,  of 
Farmington.  to  assist  at  the  examination.  J)r.  Phillips,  of  F.,  and  Drs. 
Russell  and  Cook,  of  New  Sharon,  were  present. 

External  appearance,  lik(}  one  enceinte  eight  or  nine  months.  On 
oj)eniiig  the  abdomen  the  womb  appeared,  in  situ,  free  from  any  morbid 
adhesion  to  I  he  adjacent  membranes.  Its  surface  was  smooth,  shining, 
and  part  of  its  surface,  which  was  of  a  slight  yellow  tinge,  particularly 
anteriorly  and  superiorly,  designated  the  altered  structure  beneath.  Its 
shape  was  that  of  a  gravid  uterus.  Separated  the  organ  below  the  os 
tincffi,  and  removed  it  with  its  appendages,  the  ovaria  and  Fallopian  tubes, 
which  were  free  from  disease.  Os  tineas  full,  fleshy,  not  materially  alter- 
ed, opening  the  size  of  a  ninepence.  On  introducing  the  finger  it  could 
be  swept  round  freely  over  the  smooth  end  of  the  tumor,  as  over  the  pre- 
senting head  and  membranes  of  a  child  in  utero.  and  to  the  full  length  of 
the  finger  forward,  where  it  seemed  to  meet  with  a  reflection  of  the  mem- 
brane, and  posteriorly  rising  beyond  the  reach.  On  slitting  up  the  os 
tincae,  the  lining  membrane,  after  passing  up  some  d'stance  as  above,  was 
reflected  down,  and  over  the  lower  end  of  the  tumor,  thus  making  a 
complete  cul-de-sac  for  the  tumor  above.  An  incision  was  now^  made 
vertically  over  the  womb,  dowm  to  the  substance  of  the  disease.  The 
vertical  fibres  of  the  womb  were  plainly  seen  to  arise  fleshy  from  the 
cervix  uteri,  passing  upwards  four  or  five  inches  anteriorly,  when  they 
gradually  became  lost  in  the  light  colored  and  condensed  coats.  (I  w  ould 
observe  here,  in  connection,  that  the  cut  edge  of  the  uterus,  where  it  had 
thus  become  hardened  and  of  about  four  lines  in  thickness,  showed  three 
or  four  different  layers,  perhaps  showing  more  plainly  the  anatomical  po- 
sition of  the  muscles  of  the  uterus  than  we  can  observe  in  the  normal 
state,  to  wit,  flat  muscles  in  successive  layers,  being,  however,  condensed 
and  hardened.  The  course  of  the  different  coats  of  fibres  could  not 
be  traced  ;  indeed  we  had  not  the  time  for  further  anatomical  investiga- 
tion.) These  fibres  were  in  apparent  layers  over  the  tumor,  assimilating 
with  its  organization  and  consistence  in  some  measure. 

The  tumor  or  polypus  filled  the  whole  cavity  of  the  womb  in  one 
ovoid  mass,  the  largest  end  to  the  fundus,  of  a  scirrhous  or  cheesy  hard- 
ness and  cut,  of  a  light  yellow  or  cream  color,  homogeneous  in  texture,  and 
destitute  of  vessels.  A  few  oval  passages  were,  however,  seen  permeating 
its  substance  a  small  distance,  of  a  smooth  surface,  without  appearance  of 
secretion,  and  a  few  lines  in  diameter. 

At  what  part  of  the  uterus  did  the  tumor  conmience  ?     It  is  clear  that 
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it  cojumenced  at  the  anterior  and  superior  [)art  of  the  womb,  anrl  brliind 
the  iiilernal  luucous  coat,  for  there  was  the  centre  of  allaehinenl,  of  the 
size  of  the  spread  hand,  more  intimately  connected  with  the  tissue  of 
the  uterus,  as  we  would  say  in  osteolo<ry  by  suture  harmonia.  In  its  pro- 
gress of  grow  th  the  tumor  must  have  pushed  the  mucous  coat  before  it, 
as  an  intestinal  hernia  does  the  peritoneum. 

It  does  not  appear  that  there  could  have  been  any  discharge  from  the 
body  of  the  tumor  (unless  by  transudation),  as  there  was  not  any  ap- 
jicarance  of  vessels  opening  through  the  mucous  membrane  in  front  of 
the  tumor.  Whence,  then,  the  occasional  hemorrhage  and  j)eriodical 
returns,  if  not  from  the  mucous  coat  aforesaid  ?  and  did  it  not,  on  the  sur- 
face reHectod  over  the  lower  end  of  the  tumor,  continue  to  perform  its 
lunction  as  in  its  natural  position  ?  The  mucous  surface  was  of  a  deep 
red,  and  very  vascular,  congested  and  slightly  rugose. 

The  above  case  may  be  worth  consideration  in  a  physiological  as  well 
as  pathological  view. 

VWMght  of  tumor,  with  the  uterus  and  its  immediate  appendages,  17J 
pounds.  Yours  respectfully, 

Farmington,  Me.,  May,  1845.  Lafayette  Perkins. 


MORTIFICATION   OF  THE   GUMS. 

[Communicated   Tor  the   Boston   Medical   and    Surgical  Journal.] 

J.  W.,  a  boy  aged  13,  was  attacked  with  influenza  in  March  last,  from 
which  he  partially  recovered.  After  indulging  fi't^^ly  in  animal  food,  he 
was  suddenly  attacked  with  gastro-enteritis  on  the  !22d  of  April.  The 
pulse  100  and  hard  ;  the  skin  dry  and  hot  ;  the  tongue  dry,  furred  and 
red.  He  had  constant  nausea  and  occasional  vomiting.  The  bowels 
were  slightly  tympanitic  and  tender  on  pressure  ;  they  were  easily  moved, 
and  the  ev^acuations  were  large  and  watery.  Occasionally  diarrhoea,  with 
tenesmus.  He  had  paroxysms  of  fever  in  the  afternoon.  I  adopted  the 
plan  of  treatment  recommended  by  Dr.  Williams,  in  the  October  No.  of 
this  Journal.  I  bled  him  once,  put  him  into  the  warm  bath  several  times, 
applied  warm  emollient  cataplasms  and  a  blister  to  the  bowels.  His 
bowels  were  moved  daily  with  about  two  grains  of  calomel,  followed  by 
a  teaspoonful  of  castor  oil  when  necessary.  I  used  starch  water  injec- 
tions daily,  with  or  without  laudanum,  pro  re  nata.  His  diet  was  cracker 
water  and  thin  tjruel.  Under  this  treatment  the  nausea  and  vomiting 
ceased,  the  bowels  became  easy,  the  pulse  softened  and  the  fever  abated, 
the  strength  of  the  patient  increased  from  day  to  day,  and  we  in- 
dulged the  hopi^  tliat  our  little  patient  would  soon  be  restored  to  health. 
Our  anticipations  were  but  too  soon  disappointed.  On  Friday  evening, 
May  9th,  we  discovered  that  mortification  had  commenced  under  his 
tongue,  near  the  third  molar  tooth,  on  the  left  side  ;  it  extended  around 
all  the  molar  teeth  of  that  side,  embracing  the  gum  and  a  portion  of 
the  cheek.  The  cheek  was  slightly  swollen,  and  the  left  eye  was  open- 
ed with  some  difficulty.     I  applied  the  remedies   recommended   by  Dr. 
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Dim.s^lison  in  the,  CyclopaMlia  of  Practical  Medicine  :  nitric  acid  in  its 
officinal  stnMii^tli,  nitrate  of  silver  in  substance^-  and  in  strong  solntion. 
The  rcmedi(\s  seemed  to  clieck  the  enhn'nenient  of  tlie  discsised  snrfac(.', 
bnt  new  spots  appeared  in  other  jjarts  of  the  mouth  ;  llie  sweilin'^  on  the 
cheek  continued  to  incr(>as(%  and  put  on  a  wliite,  shining  aj)peanmce. 
The  mortification  continued  to  spread  until  Monday  fon^noon,  w  hen  a 
(huk  spot  appi>are(l  on  the  outside  of  th(5  clieek.  The;  patient  (lied 
IMonday  forenoon. 

The  patient  dug  out  a  |)i(?ce  of  a  tooth  with  a  knife  a  few  days  before 
the  niorlification  conimeiieed,  at  the  place  where  it  begun. 

My  patient  took,  as  near  as  I  can  judge,  twenty  grains  of  calomel 
during  the  first  week  of  his  disease,  and  none  afterwards.  The  glands 
were  not  atfected,  and  the  mouth,  when  the  mortification  commenced, 
presented  a  healthy  aj)pearance.  This  was  not  inHammation  ending  in 
mortification,  hut  it  was  mortification  without  any  apparent  cause. 

Was  mortification  caused  by  the  calomel  in  this  case  ?  Will  calomel 
ever  cause  mortification  in  the  mouth  ? 

I  should  he  gratified  to  hear  what  the  views  of  the  profession  are  with 
regard  to  the  probable  cause  of  mortification  in  this  case. 

Patten,  Mc,  May  15,  1S45.  Luther  Rogers. 


THE    BOSTON    MEDICAL    AND    SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 

BOSTON,     MAY    28,      1845. 


Medical  Anniversary. — The  Fellows  of  the  Massachusetts  Medical  So- 
ciety meet  at  the  Masonic  Temple,  Tremont  street,  at  10  o'clock,  this 
morning.  After  transacting  the  ordinary  business,  and  electing  Counsel- 
lors for  the  ensuing  year,  a  public  discourse  will  he  given,  at  1  o'clock, 
by  Dr.  W.  J.  Walker.  After  that,  the  members  and  invited  guests  will 
dine  together.  To-morrow  the  new  Council  hold  a  session  at  the  Society's 
rooms  in  the  Temple,  to  elect  a  President,  Vice  President,  Secretaries, 
&c.  A  synopsis  of  the  doings  will  appear  next  week.  This  annual  festi- 
val is  anticipated  with  feelings  of  peculiar  pleasure  by  the  profession  in 
Massachusetts. 


Trratmrnt  of  SmalJpor. — **  Dr.  Cox,  through  the  medium  of  the  Cin- 
cinnati Gazette,  calls  the  attention  of  the  medical  profession  to  the  sub- 
ject of  smallpox,  and  states,  as  the  effect  of  an  extensive  experience  which 
he  has  had  of  its  treatment  in  its  various  modifications,  that  it  may  not 
only  be  abbreviated  in  the  time  it  has  usually  taken  to  run  its  course  of 
incipient,  eruptive,  suppurative  and  desquamative  fevers,  but  that  the  sup- 
puration may  be  arrested,  and  all  the  swelling  of  the  extremities  prevented 
by  the  timely  application  of  chloride  of  lime.  The  doctor  savs  that  by 
following  the  proposed  remedy,  the  pitting  and  scarring  of  a  areat  manv 
pretty  faces  may  be  prevented — many  valuable   lives  saved — and  this  dis- 
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ease,  so  generally  dreaded,  rendered  as  harmless  as  any  of  tlie  simple  epi- 
demic diseases  ot'  the  conntry." 

The  above  encouraging  picture,  put  forth  in  a  newspaper,  may,  perhaps, 
be  believed  by  some  ;  but  in  this  part  of  the  country,  where  the  physicians  are 
as  ingenious,  faithful  and  solicitous  as  anywhere  else,  to  conduct  their  pa- 
tients safely  and  unscarred  through  all  forms  of  smallpox,  they  have  never 
found  any  method  of  controlling  the  disease,  so  as  to  j)revent  it  from  pass- 
ing through  all  the  stages  which  characterize  its  peculiar  features.  Nor 
have  they  yet  prevented  the  face  from  being  pitted.  The  editor  of  this 
Journal  has  had  charge  of  a  smallpox  hos[)ital  nearly  twenty  years,  often 
having  from  forty  to  hfty  patients  at  a  time,  in  all  stages  of  the  malady 
recognized  by  authors.  Whatever  has  been  suggested  from  any  creditable 
source,  as  having  an  ameliorating  inlluence,  has  not  been  indilferently  re- 
garded. As  the  result  of  our  experience,  we  feel  fully  justified  in  saying 
that  the  statement,  copied  above,  carmot  be  true. 


Trmisactions  of  the  N(W  York  Statu  Medical  Society. — Part  II.  of  Vol- 
ume VI.,  a  large,  well-printed  pamphlet,  arranged  in  an  orderly  manner, 
and  comprising  the  doings  of  the  Society  at  the  last  annual  meeting,  has 
been  recently  distributed.  Notwithstanding  the  circumstance  that  the 
stability  of  the  present  organization  of  the  Society  has  been  threatened 
by  a  perverse  spirit  of  legislation  in  that  State,  it  is  gratifying  to  discover 
that  the  members,  by  the  mere  force  of  their  own  characters,  are  abun- 
dantly able  to  sustain  themselves  against  all  the  radicalism  of  the  age, 
without  the  feeble  support  which  the  legislature  might  render,  were  it  dis- 
posed to  be  even  courteous.  We  were  all  disposed  to  believe,  a  few  years 
since,  that  it  would  be  nearly  im()ossible  to  withstand  the  torrent-like  im- 
petuosity of  ([uackery,  without  the  strong  arm  of  the  law ;  but  time  has 
corrected  the  mistake,  by  convincing  us  that  no  statutes,  however  strong, 
can  arrest  the  progress  of  empiricism.  Neither  enactments  Ibr  protection, 
nor  penidties  against  mal-practice,  have  any  where  succeeded,  in  the  Unit- 
ed States,  in  keepi.ng  unprincipled  medical  adventurers  at  bay.  They 
swarm  in  every  town,  city  and  State,  till  their  number  has  become  aston- 
ishing. Yet  by  the  simple  force  of  personal  character,  and  the  judicious 
exercise  of  professional  ability,  the  practitioners  of  medicine  and  surgery 
in  the  Empire  State,  as  well  as  elsewhere,  will  always  command  the  re- 
spect of  all  persons  whose  esteem  is  worth  having.  Let  the  Legislature 
accumulate  a  still  larger  mountain  of  disgrace,  by  their  levelling  doctrines, 
till  both  branches  are  weary  in  attempting  to  raise  ignorance  to  the  dig- 
nity of  learning  and  skill,  yet  they  cannot,  with  all  their  efforts,  diminish 
the  lustre  of  true  medical  science. 

In  this  report,  which  contains  papers  of  value  and  local  interest  from 
the  sul)ordinate  associations  in  the  counties,  it  is  quite  certain  that  the 
Society  is  in  good  health,  and  vigorously  pursuing  the  legitimate  objects 
contemplated  by  its  organization.  The  members  are  determined  to  do 
right,  even  if  the  people  do  wrong.  Dr.  Joel  A.  Wing,  the  retiring  Pre- 
sident, delivered  a  discourse  on  spinal  irritation,  that  shows  him  to  be  a 
man  of  thought.  lie  makes  fashion  a  source  of  so  much  misery,  that 
were  his  observations  circulated  amoncr  the  ladies,  it  min^ht  become  nn- 
fashionable  to  be  fashionable.  Dr.  Cook's  address,  on  the  progress  of 
medical  science,  has  been  adverted  to  on  a  former  occasion.     Dr.  Bates's 
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article  on  l)()lany  must  he  re.ul  altoulivcly  to  Ix;  ajjpreciatcd.  Dr.  Cook's 
case  of  lithotomy  in  a  lemah%  and  Dr.  VVIiite  on  in(Mli(^al  (yhication,  arc  also 
worthy  of  a  .sj)ecial  exannnation.  We  r(!^ret  the  impo.'^sihiiity  of  making 
larire  extracts  from  these  deserving  papers. 

The  hnsiness  part  of  the  amuial  meeting  appears  to  have  hecn  pleasant 
and  salisfactorv.  The  hnances,  as  the  hrokers  say,  are  firm,  and  the 
confidence  of  the  community  in  tlie  wisdom  of  tlic  Society,  we  should 
hoj)e  was  uiishak<Mi. 


DIsrasrs  of  the.  Urinnri/  and  Siirunl  Organs. — Although  the  treatise 
under  consideration,  on  the  Anatomy  and  Diseases  of  the  Urinary  and 
Sexual  Organs,  is  quite  a  small  one,  it  has  the  advantage  of  heing  from 
such  a  source  as  to  conunand  the  reader's  confidence.  Mr.  Guthrie  has 
been  loni^  beh^re  the  public  in  the  character  of  a  careful  investigator  into 
the  causes  of  certain  diseases  ;  and  as  a  surgeon  of  the  Westminster  Hos- 
pital, has  established  a  reputation  that  should  give  currency  to  any  book 
to  which  his  name  is  attached.  Messrs.  Lea  &  Blanehard's  edition  is 
from  the  third  London.  Notwithstanding  the  mass  of  matter  interspersed 
through  other  and  more  elaborate  works,  on  the  subjects  embraced  in  this 
unpretending  volume,  it  is  often  convenient  for  the  practitioner  to  have 
the  greatest  amount  of  information  respecting  them  in  the  most  compact 
form.  There  are  only  seven  chapters,  but  these  are  complete.  All  the 
cases  cited,  are  precedents  of  exceeding  value,  by  which  to  measure  the 
real  or  apparent  condition  of  patients  consulting  a  physician  upon  any  one 
of  the  maladies  treated  of  by  the  author. 

Stricture  of  the  bladder,  is  the  leading  topic  in  the  first  chapter  ;  the 
second  regards  strictures  of  the  urethra  ;  the  third  is  on  the  formation  of 
spasmodic  or  permanent  stricture ;  the  fourth,  on  the  symptoms  and  means 
of  curing  it  ;  the  fifth,  devoted  exclusively  to  the  treatment  of  impassable 
stricture,  is  worth  the  price  of  the  book.  Chapter  sixth  relates  princi- 
palFy  to  the  suppression  and  retention  of  urine  ;  and  the  seventh,  on  irri- 
tation of  the  membranes  and  prostate  parts  of  the  urethra,  is  equally  in- 
structive, especially  to  young  and  inexperienced  physicians. 

Mr.  Guthrie  has  produced  a  plain,  useful,  common-sense  essay,  which 
will  always  be  a  safe  counseller  to  consult,  while  the  human  frame  is  prone 
to  the  infirmitie.s*that  abridge  the  comforts  of  life,  or  prematurely  shorten 
its  existence. 


Transylvania  Univcrsiti/  and  the  Navi/. — On  the  7th  of  April,  the 
following  paragraph  appeared  in  the  New  York  Herald  : — 

"  It  is  a  remarkable  fact,  mind  that,  a  remarkable  fact,  that  at  the  last 
examination  of  applicants  for  the  appointment  of  Assistant  Surgeons  for 
the  Navy,  out  of  thirty  examined  only  sixteen  were  found  qualified,  and 
that  the  fourteen  rejected  as  incompetent,  were  graduates  of  the  Medical 
Colleges  of  Lexington,  Ky.,  and  Cincinnati,  Ohio.  Pray,  Drs.  Dudley  and 
Locke,  how  is  this  ?  Is  it  possible  your  professors  award  di])lomas,  ini- 
tialized M.D.,  to  green  horns,  not  even  qualified  as  Assistant  Surgeons  in 
the  Navy?  Look  sharp,  gentlemen,  look  sharp,  or  the  Louisville  College 
tvill  carry  off  the  premiuu)." 

This  slanderous  report  has  been  satisfactorily  contradicted.     Dr.  Thos. 
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M.  Mitchell,  Dean   of  the  Faculty   of  the  Transylvania  School,  addressed 
the  Navy  Board  on  tlie  subject,  and  received  the  tbllowing  note  : 

"  Philmhlphia,  April  2\.it,  184."). 
"  Sir, — I  have  this  day  received  your  letter  (»f  the  loth  inst.,  proposing 
the  following  ijueries,  viz. — '  IIovv  many  candidates  for  examination  for 
the  place  of  Surgeon  or  Assistant  Surgeon  in  the  Navy,  have  you  known 
to  have  reported  themselves  as  graduates  of  Transylvania  University  '( 
How  many  of  the  same  have  been  found  unqualified  V  It  gives  me  plea- 
sure to  state,  in  reply,  that  of  the  candidates  for  admission  into  the  Medi- 
cal Department  of  the  Navy,  rejected  by  the  last  Board  of  Naval  Sur- 
geons, not  one  was  a  graduate  of  either  Lexington  or  Cincinnati.  Nor 
has  any  graduate  of  the  Transylvania  University  yet  presented  himself  be- 
fore any  Board  of  which  I  have  been  a  member. 

"  I  am,  very  respectfully,  yours,  &lc.  Sam'l  Barrington." 


Orthopedic  Surirrri/. — Just  as  the  pages  of  the  Journal  were  made  up, 
and  therefore  at  an  hour  too  late  for  an  extended  notice,  we  were  shown 
the  proot'-sheets  of  a  work  on  Orthopedic  Surgery,  which  we  are  assured 
is  an  admirable  treatise.  It  is  from  the  pen  of  Henry  Jacob  Bigelow, 
M.D.,  of  Boston,  is  illustrated  by  plates,  and  is  essentially  the  dissertation 
which  obtained  the  Bovlston  Prize  Medal  for  1844. 


Mal-yractice  in  a  Case  of  Midicifenj. — In  No.  13  of  this  volume  of  the 
Journal  some  notice  was  given  of  a  recent  case  in  England,  in  which  the 
attending  surgeon,  Mr.  Caches,  in  attempting  to  remove  the  placenta, 
withdrew  the  womb  and  a  large  part  of  the  intestines,  which  soon  caused 
the  death  of  the  poor  woman.  It  was  also  stated  that  a  coroner's  jury  had 
returned  a  verdict  against  the  surgeon,  but  that  he  had  escaped.  We 
now  learn  from  the  London  Lancet  of  April  19th,  that  he  was  afterwiirds 
taken,  and  has  since  been  tried  for  manslaughter.  The  facts  before  stated 
were  fully  proved  on  the  trial — one  of  the  surgeons  who  examined  the 
body  after  death  testifying  that  the  womb  with  all  its  appendages  was 
wholly  absent,  together  with  the  large  intestines  excepting  13  inches. 
The  fact  of  this  removal  was  not  denied  by  the  defence,  and  an  acquittal 
was  claimed  on  the  ground  of  the  accident  being  caused  by  an  error  of 
judgment,  and  that  a  medical  man  should  not  be  punished  for  the  death  of 
a  patient  when  he  had  used  all  the  skill  he  possessed,  and  had  not  shown 
criminal  neglect  or  wilful  inattention.  The  jury  seem  to  have  taken  this 
view  of  the  subject,  as  they  instantly  returned  a  verdict  of  acquittal. 


Action  for  Mcd-treatnicnt  in  a  Case  of  Dislocation. — This  action  was 
brought,  in  Derbyshire,  Eng.,  to  recover  ^1000  of  Mr.  Botham,  surgeon, 
for  damages  in  mal-treatment  of  defendant's  elbow-joint,  which  was  dislo- 
cated by  falling  upon  his  extended  hand  Jan.  15th.  Defendant  was  sent  for, 
and  in  half  an  hour  saw  the  patient  and  reduced,  as  he  thought,  the  dislo- 
cation. Pain  and  swelling  continued,  and  in  two  or  three  weeks  detend- 
ant  said  the  elbow  was  fractured  and  applied  splints.  Inflammation  and 
stiifuess  of  the  arm  continued,  and  in  June  plaintiff  applied  to  Mr.  Taylor, 
surgeon,  in  ShcHield,  who  pronounced  the  joint  ancliylosed  and  the  injury 
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irreparal)le.  Air.  'I',  tlioii^rlii  tlicrc  li;i(l  hww  no  rr.icliirf,  and  the  disloca- 
tion mii^lit  have  been  easily  reduced.  Another  Mirtreon  alsr)  testified  toancliy- 
Josis.  I'\>nr  snrijeons,  lor  the  (h'Teiico,  thonjrht.  the  dislocation  \v;is  j)roi)erly 
reduced  and  that  tlicre  was  a  Iracturo,  and  all  considered  the  treatrii(;nt,  ju- 
dicious. So,  it  seems,  tiioiiirlit  the  jury,  as  tiu^y  ininicdiaiely  returned  a 
verdict  for  the  (k'fcudant. 


()r<tri<in  Drop^ij,  trratcd  by  Pressure  and  Extirpation. — A  case  is  re- 
hUed  in  the  London  Lancet  by  Mr.  Brown,  Surgeon,  in  which  an  ovarian 
droj)sy,  with  three  cysts,  was  cured  by  j)ressure,  mercurials  and  diuretics, 
tappintr  of  eacii  of  the  cysts  bcin<r  once  i)erf()rme(l.  Pressure  was  applied 
by  bandages.  JMr,  B.  thinks  this  plan  should  be  had  recourse  to  in  other 
cases  before  resortinof  to  the  abdominal  section  for  the  removal  of  the  cyst 
or  cysts. 

JNlr.  Page,  of  the  Cumberland  Infirmary,  relates  a  case  in  which  extir- 
pation was  resorted  to,  which  seems  to  have  resulted  in  com])lete  success. 
The  tumor,  with  the  Huid,  weighed  5^  pounds.  The  patient  was  a  mar- 
ried woman,  aged  about  25. 


Medical  Miseellanij. — Mrs.  Geo.  Duffie,  Jeficrson,  Ohio,  lately  gave 
birth  to  four  daughters.  One  of  the  children  has  since  died. — Assistant 
Surgeon  J.  F.  Tuckerman,  of  the  Navy,  is  detached  from  the  Naval  Hos- 
pital, Chelsea,  Mass.,  and  ordered  to  the  Store-ship  Southampton. — A  col- 
ored woman,  103  years  old,  living  in  Baltimore,  is  able  to  walk  over  two 
miles  to  church. — Eight  members  of  the  Leo;islature  of  the  State  of  New 
York  are  physicians. — James  Webster,  M.D.,  of  Rochester,  was  elected 
President  of  the  Medical  Society  of  the  State  of  New  York,  at  the  last 
meeting. — Dr.  Robert  Wesselhosft,  a  German  physician,  has  opened  a 
water-curing  institution  at  Brattleboro',  Vt.  The  Connecticut  river  will 
yield,  it  is  thought,  a  supply  sufficiently  copious  for  the  wants  of  the  pa- 
tients.— At  Tarborough,  N.  C,  the  black  tongue  disease  appears  to  be 
producing  great  consternation  by  its  fatality.  It  exists  also  in  Northamp- 
ton and  Halifax  counties  of  the  same  State. — Surgeon  Amos  G.  GambrilL 
U.  S.  N.,  and  Assistant  Surgeon  W.  Sherman,  are  ordered  to  the  steamer 
Mississippi.  Assistant  Surgeon  C.  J.  Bates  ordered  to  the  Receiving  Ship 
North  Carolina. — Smallpox  is  so  prevalent  in  the  city  of  New  York,  as  to 
excite  the  marked  attention  of  the  municipal  authorities.  It  prevails 
most  in  the  5th,  6th,  11th,  lJ3th  and  17th  wards.  A  physician  has  been 
especially  employed  to  vaccinate  in  each. 

Ekratum. — Page  277,  in  Dr.  Perkins's  case  of  .Atrophy  of  the  Lung,  for  Dr- 
Bates  of  New  York,  read  Dr.  Bates  of  Norridgewock. 

DiKo, — At  Tarboro',  N.  C,  Dr.  Henry  Dickens,  45,  of  the  black  tongue. — Dr. 
Thomas  C.  Boon,  Chikasaw,  Co.,  Miss.,  murdered. 


Nuintior  of  (h-.iih:*  in  IJoston,('(ir  tho  wcekeiiflina  Mhv,  2},88— Mules,  24  ;  Females,  14.     St  ill  horn,  6. 

Of  coii.suiiiplioii,  iO— pleurisy,  1 — iiilimtile,  3 — honpiii;^  coujih,  3  — (Jrojisv  on  the  l>rain,  3 — cholera 
iirlantiiin,  1 — eiiiikt-r,  1  — lunji  lever,  2 — fCHrlel  fever,  2— mcHhlts,  1— inlhieiizH,  J  — old  iijre,  J— aecideii- 
tal,  1— InrtHnimation  of  the  bowels,  1— croup,  2— cancer,  1 — bilious  fever,  1— apoplexy,  1— diabetes,  1 
—unknown,  1. 

Under  5  j  ears,  18— between  5  and  20  years,  1— bet  ween  20  and  GO  years,  17— over  60  j  eart>  (one 
aged  106),  2. 
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Funics  uf  Nitrate  of  Potass  in  Sfjas/uodic  Asthma.  By  Jamks  Bowefi 
Hakkison,  M.R.C.S.,  &LC.  &LC. — VVlieii  attention  was  tirst  directed  to  the 
nature  of  the  atmosphere,  and  tlie  iiitluence  of  the  ditferent  gases  on  the 
respiratory  organs,  much  advantage  was  expected  from  the  application  of 
the  discoveries  which  were  made,  but  in  this,  as  in  many  other  depart- 
ments of  knowledge,  the  immediate  results  were  not  so  brilliant  as  was 
anticipated.  It  is  probable,  however,  that  medicated  pneumatic  mixtures 
will  eventually  make  a  considerable  accession  to  our  remedial  measures. 

A  triend  of  mine,  who  is  the  subject  of  spasmodic  asthma,  having  acci- 
dentally seeu,  in  a  Staffordshire  paper,  a  paragraph  recommending  the  in- 
halation of  the  fumes  of  nitrate  of  potass  as  a  remedy  for  that  complaint, 
was  induced  to  make  trial  of  it.  He  had  previously  employed  various 
remedies,  but  with  only  very  partial  and  temporary  relief.  The  experi- 
ment was  attended  with  the  most  complete  success.  He  made  use  of  a 
piece  of  blotting  paper,  about  the  size  of  his  hand,  dipped  in  a  saturated 
solution  of  the  nitrate  of  potass,  and  afterwards  dried.  This  was  placed 
on  a  common  plate,  and  being  ignited,  the  fumes  were  speedily  sensible  in 
the  room.  He  described  its  operation  "  as  clearing  the  passages  and 
gradually  opening  the  air  tubes."  He  said  that  the  respiratory  murmur 
became  lou(ler  and  less  stridulous,  under  its  continued  influence.  The 
effect  was  always  produced  in  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  and  though  he 
had  used  the  same  remedy  nearly  twenty  times,  he  had  never  been  disap- 
pointed in  the  result.  On  one  occasion,  when  it  was  adopted  in  a  larger 
room  than  customary,  he  did  not  (as  might  be  expected)  experience  so 
beneficial  an  effect.  As  I  have  had  many  opportunities  of  ascertaining 
the  urgency  and  frequency  of  the  asthmatic  paroxysms  in  this  gentleman's 
case,  and  can  place  every  reliance  oji  the  veracity  of  his  statement,  I  think 
it  may  be  of  advantage  to  put  his  case  on  record,  more  especially  as  I 
imagine  the  remedy  to  be  as  yet  but  little  known,  or  fairly  appreciated. 
It  may  be  interesting  to  notice,  that  another  member  of  the  same  family  is 
the  subject  of  that  curious  complaint  called  the  hay  asthma,  which  was 
originally  described  by  Dr.  Bostock. — London  Lancet. 


Effects  of  Compressed  Air. — M.  Triger,  an  engineer,  having  to  work  a 
mine  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  Loire,  in  order  to  throw  back  the  wa- 
ter, kept  up  a  pressure  of  several  atmospheres  by  means  of  a  steam  engine. 
The  men  working  in  air  thus  compressed  to  three  atmospheres,  ex- 
perience at  first  pain,  more  or  less  intense,  in  the  ears  ;  this  pain  ceases 
as  soon  as  the  mercury  in  the  manometre  marks  an  altitude  of  three  cen- 
timetres. Deglutition  also  at  once  dissipates  it,  owing,  probably,  to  its 
carrying,  through  the  Eustachian  tube,  to  the  central  ear,  a  certain  propor- 
tion of  air,  which  re-establishes  the  equilibrium  of  pressure  on  the  tym- 
panum from  within  and  without.  The  intensity  of  the  pain  depends  a 
gr.e;it  deal  on  the  state  if  the  health.  Drunkenness  always  renders  it  in- 
tolerable.— Ibid. 


Toxical  Effects  of  the  Sulphate  of  Quinine. — M.  Desiderio  found  this 
substance,  given  in  toxical  doses  to  animals,  to  produce  somnolence,  a  difii- 
culty  to  stand,  a  tendency  to  remain  in  one  position,  defective  vision,  and 
lowering  of  the  eyelids.  Distilled  water  of  the  lauro-cerisus  dissipates 
these  symptoms  ;  alcohol  or  acetate  of  morphia  increases  them.  Bleeding 
is  a  very  efficacious  remedy. 
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GUN-SHOT   WOUNDS   IN  THE    PHILADELPIIIA  RIOTS. 

[The  Transactions  of  the  College  of  Physicians  of  Philadelphia,  just 
received,  contains  an  Annual  Report  on  Surgery,  read  to  the  College 
by  Dr.  Parrish,  from  which  we  take  the  following.] 

In  a  review  of  the  events  of  the  past  year  that  bear  upon  the  progress 
of  surgery,  we  may  be  excused  for  selecting,  as  the  chief  topic  for  a  re- 
port, the  subjects  of  the  accidents  growing  out  of  the  late  tumults,  which 
have  so  fearfully  agitated  this  community.  Happily,  opportunities  for 
American  surgeons  to  add  anything  to  the  already  accumulated  experi- 
ence upon  the  department  of  our  science  known  as  Military  Surgery,  are 
rare.  We  live  in  an  age  and  in  a  country  distinguished  by  the  reign  of 
peace  ;  and  if  the  general  tranquillity  has  been  occasionally  disturbed  by 
popular  commotions,  they  have  generally  subsided  or  been  suppress- 
ed without  a  resort  to  arms. 

It  has  been  reserved  for  this  fair  city,  once  pre-eminent  for  the  preva- 
lence of  good  order,  to  furnish  the  most  memorable  example  of  a  riotous 
outbreak  which  occurs  in  our  country's  annals  ;  an  outbreak  attended 
with  bloodshed,  and  with  the  loss  of  human  life. 

Aside  from  the  contemplation  of  this  dark  page  in  our  history,  which, 
as  republicans  and  Christians,  we,  in  common  with  our  fellow  citizens 
generally,  most  sincerely  deplore,  it  becomes  our  profession  calmly  to 
look  back  upon  the  scene  of  desolation  through  which  we  have  passed, 
and  to  view  it  in  its  relations  to  the  cause  of  science,  and  to  questions 
affecting  human  life.  Such  a  review,  although  it  may  elicit  nothing  new 
or  extraordinary,  cannot  be  without  interest ;  and  we  shall  therefore  pro- 
ceed to  notice  such  cases,  grow  ing  out  of  the  riots,  as  we  have  been  able 
to  collect,  without,  of  course,  attempting  a  full  account  of  the  whole  affair. 

[A  table,  furnished  by  Dr.  Logan,  a  resident  physician  in  the  Penn- 
sylvania Hospital,  exhibiting  the  names,  ages,  wounds,  &;c.,  of  14  patients 
admitted  to  the  Hospital  during  the  riots,  is  here  omitted,  the  most  impor- 
tant facts  being  stated  in  the  remarks  which  follow.] 

The  total  number  of  persons  killed  during  the  riots  of  Kensington  and 
Southwark,  amount  to  17  ;  9  in  the  former  and  8  in  the  latter.  Of 
these,  the  larger  number  died  on  the  ground,  or  before  medical  aid  could 
reach  them.  Of  those  who  survived  the  first  shock  of  their  injuries, 
or  were  not  mortally  wounded,  14  were  conveyed  to  the  Pennsyl- 
18 
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vania   Hospital,  and  received   the  prompt  aid   of  the  surgeons   of   that 
institution. 

It  will  be  seen,  by  the  foregoing  table,  that  of  the  14  cases  reported, 
7  died.  The  larger  number  were  admitted  on  the  evening  of  the  7th  of 
July,  during  the  battle  between  the  mob  and  the  soldiery  which  occurred 
in  Southwark;  and  from  the  contiguity  of  the  Hospital  to  the  scene  of 
action,  but  little  time  elapsed  before  they  were  placed  under  surgical 
treatment.  In  several  of  the  cases  seen  by  your  reporter,  wiiere  tlie 
wounds  were  mortal,  the  patients  were  torniented  with  that  intense  and 
insatiable  thirst  which  occurs  in  some  forms  of  low  fever,  and  in  very 
prostrate  conditions  of  the  system,  and  which  is  noticed  as  amongst  the 
most  horrible  torments  on  the  field  of  battle  ;  together  with  vomiting,  and 
extreme  jactitation  and  restlessness.  In  two  of  the  cases,  death  occurred 
without  re-action,  while  in  several  others,  the  patients  lingered  in  a  hope- 
less condition  for  several  days.  It  was  also  remarked  that  the  wounds 
by  slugs  were  more  severe  and  dangerous  than  those  by  balls — the  slug 
being  irregular  in  shape,  and  producing  more  extensive  lacerations  of  the 
parts  with  which  it  comes  in  contact. 

Of  the  particular  cases  mentioned  in  the  table,  we  would  briefly  refer 
to  several,  as  presenting  points  of  unusual  interest.  First — the  case  of 
Joseph  Cox  was  remarkable  from  the  fact,  that  a  ball  should  have  tra- 
versed the  lower  portion  of  the  abdomen  without  inflicting  injury  upon 
any  of  the  viscera  ;  and  that  the  patient  should  have  lived  fifteen  days 
with  a  ball  lying  in  the  cavity  of  the  pelvis.  It  would  seem  probable 
that  had  the  ball  found  an  exit  from  the  right  side,  without  injuring  any 
of  the  vessels,  this  patient  would  have  recovered,  notwithstanding  its 
passage  through  the  abdomen. 

Both  of  the  cases  in  which  the  cavity  of  the  chest  was  penetrated,  ter- 
minated fatally.  In  the  case  of  Saunders,  the  ball  was  extracted,  after 
having  probably  passed  through  the  left  lung,  judging  from  the  direction 
which  it  took,  although  no  post-mortem  examination  was  permitted  ;  this 
patient  died  on  the  second  day  after  admission. 

In  the  other  case,  the  wound  was  made  by  a  slug,  which  was  not  re- 
moved, and  the  patient  died  on  the  fifth  day  after  admission.  It  may  be  re- 
marked that  gun-shot  wounds  of  the  thorax,  in  which  the  ball  passes 
through  one  of  the  lungs  and  comes  out  on  the  opposite  side,  or  even 
where  it  lodges  in  the  cavity,  are  by  no  means  invariably  fatal.  Many 
cases  are  on  record  of  recovery  after  such  accidents  ;  and  Dr.  Godon,  an 
intelligent  surgeon  recently  attached  to  the  United  States  Navy,  informs 
me  that  several  such  recoveries  fell  under  his  personal  observation  while 
on  a  recent  visit  to  Vera  Cruz,  and  that  the  surgeons  of  that  country 
state  such  results  to  be  by  no  means  uncommon.  It  is  attributed  by  the 
South  American  surgeons  to  the  remarkable  salubrity  of  the  atmosphere 
which  prevails  in  that  climate,  and  to  the  good  constitutions  of  those  who 
meet  with  these  accidents. 

It  will  be  seen  that  but  one  case  occurred  requiring  amputation,  and 
that  this  was  successful. 

The  urgent  necessity  for  immediate  amputation  after  the  establishment 
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oFre-act'ion,  in  all  cases  of  severe  trun-shot  wonuds  oftljc  Jiml)S,  atten<Ir<I 
with  coinmiuuleci  liaclurc  oi'  tiie  bones,  especiaJly  w  lit;re  joints  atx^  in- 
volved, is  warmly  advocated  by  tlie  most  autliorilalive  writers  on  mili<ar}' 
surgery.  Jn  the  case  ol"  Crawford,  diere  was  a  coninjiiiuied  irac.ture  of 
Jthe  ne^'k  ami  head  of  the.  iKuneius,  r<^(|uirint^  atnjuitalion  at  the  shouhU-r- 
joint.  The  operation  was  perlornied  hy  Ur.  INorris  al)oul  Iwo  hours  afur 
iiis  adniission,  and  (ifteen  hours  after  ll^  reception  of  the  injury.  Ttie 
result  was  as  stated,  and  the  patient  was  discharged,  cured,  on  the  'iOlh 
of  Auirust. 

In  the  ca^e  of  William  Manning,  the  ball  (nwisket)  pass^jd  through  t}>e 
right  thigh  without  fracturing  the  bone,  entered  tlie  left,  and  made  a  cona- 
ininuted  fracture  of  the  os  femoris.     Tlie  ball  w;is  completely  fLittened 
against  the  bone,  being  afterwards  extracted.     An  attempt  was  made  to 
save  the  limb,  contrary  to  tlie  generally-received  doctrine  in  such  cases- 
The  result  is  particularly  interesting,  as  forming  an  exception  io  a  gene- 
ral   rul(\      All   auree   that  gun-shot   fractuies   of  the   thigh  are  attended 
N\  ith  great  danger,  and  are,  in   the   lari;er  pro^)orlion  of  cases,  fatal ;  an'd 
that  the  necessity  for  immediate  amputation  is  iuiperalive.     On  this  point. 
tlie  following  strong  remark   is  made   by  Gutiuie: — '*  U})on  ti  review  of 
the  many  cases  which  I  have  seen,  I  cfo  not   believe  that  more  than  one 
sixth  recovered!,  so  as  to  have  usefol  limbs  ;   two-thirds  oi*  the  whole  died 
either  with  or  without  am^uitation,  and  the  limbs  of  the  remaining  sixth 
were  not  only  nearly  useless,  but  a  cause  q^  much  uneasiness  to  them  for 
the  remainder  of  their  lives."     Tliis  opinion   is  confirmed  by   Hennen, 
who  asserts  that,  \\  ithout  having  made  any  accurate  calculations,  he  is 
strongly  inclined   to  assume   Mr.  Guthrie's   estimate  as  correct ;  "  even 
including  the  cases  of  officers,  who  are  not  subjected  to  the  ri^ks   encoun- 
tered in  crowded  lx)spitals  ;  in  these  situations,  says  he,  the  c<ises  which 
J    have   witnessed  have,  on   some  occasions,  been  deplorable-      Not  a 
single  case  has  done    well  where  amputation   was  deferred,  and   even 
where  it  was  performed,  two  out  of  three  have  died.      In  other  instances, 
the  losses  have  not  been  so  severe  ;   but  1    have   never  known    a   larger 
proportion  saved  than  that  assigned    by  Mr.   Guthrie  " — (Principles,  Sd 
Ed.^  p.  110,  IjOiidon,)     The  testimony  of  the   French  army   surgeons 
tends  to  the  same   conclusion.     Baron  Percy  states  that  scarcely  two  in 
ten   of  such   cases   recover.      Ribes,  who   has   never  seen  a  sin<de  cure, 
gives  ten  examples,  which,  despite  every  possible  attention,  proved  fatal. 
Dtipuytren,  when  giving  the  result  of  his  long  experience  in   compound 
fracture,  says — "  On  one  point  my  opinion  is  unchangeable — on  rejecting 
amputation   in  them,  particularly  when   produced   by   gun-shot  wounds, 
juore  lives  are  lost  than  limbs  saved." 

IVotwithstanding  these  eminent  authorities,  the  surgeons  of  the  Hospital 
determined  to  make  an  effort  to  save  Manning's  limb.  His  youth,  temperate 
habits,  and  good  constitution,  were  all  in  his  favor,  and  rendered  the  case 
more  hopeful  than  usual.  The  result  appears  likely  to  meet  their  most 
sanguine  anticipations,  and.  should  he  recover  with  a  good  limb,  his  case 
will  furnish  an  important  addition  to  our  exj)erience  on  this  interesting  sub- 
ject. The  result  is  perhaps  mainly  attributable  to  his  youth,  as  it  is  found 
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tli:it  nearly  all  the  cases  of  recovery  after  compound  fracture  of  the  thigh, 
whether  produced  hy  ordinary  accidents  or  by  fire-unns,  are  in  persons 
under  age. 

The  following  case,  in  private  practice,  mentioned  by  Dr.  Condie,  ex- 
hibits a  curious  instance  of  the  circuitous  route  occasionally  taken  by  balls, 
without  inflicting  serious  injury. 

A  person  (W.  A.,  residing  in  Southwark)  led  by  curiosity  to  visit  the 
scene  of  the  riots  in  Kensington,  whilst  In  the  vicinity  of  the  firing  by  the 
mob,  received  a  musket  bull  in  his  left  hip.  He  immediately  fell,  and 
was  at  once  conveyed  home  by  his  friends.  Dr.  Condie  was  sent  for, 
the  messenger  informing  him  on  the  road  that  Mr.  A.  had  been  shot 
through  the  body.  On  arriving  at  the  residence  of  the  wounded  man, 
the  doctor  was  surj)rised  to  find  neither  in  the  countenance,  pulse, 
or  temperature  of  the  patient's  surface,  anything  to  indicate  that  he  had 
just  received  so  serious  an  injury.  On  examination,  he  found,  directly 
over  the  great  trochanter  of  the  left  femoris,  a  wound  indicating  the  place 
of  entrance  of  a  ball,  and  on  the  left  side,  between  the  great  trochanter 
and  the  anterior  superior  spinous  process  of  the  ilium,  another  wound 
where  the  ball  had  made  its  exit.  The  patient  w^as  able  to  rise  up,  and 
support  himself  in  the  sitting  posture  without  any  difficulty  or  pain  ;  and 
on  being  requested,  stood  on  his  feet  and  w^alked  some  steps,  with  no 
other  inconvenience  than  arose  from  a  sense  of  constraint  or  stiffiiess  at  the 
hip-joints  ;  a  feeling,  as  he  expressed  it,  as  though  he  was  encompassed 
there  with  an  iron  band.  The  simplest  dressinijs  were  applied,  and  a 
dose  of  Dover's  powder  administered  to  the  patient.  He  rested  well  that 
night,  and  on  the  ensuing  morning  the  nature  of  the  injury  he  had  re- 
ceived was  rendered  very  evident  by  a  broad  red  streak,  extending  from  the 
two  wounds  round  the  back.  The  ball  had  passed,  beneath  the  integu- 
ments, from  its  place  of  entrance  on  the  left  side,  across  the  posterior 
part  of  the  body,  to  the  right  side,  where  it  made  its  exit.  The  wounds 
w^ere  healed,  and  the  patient  was  entirely  well  within  three  weeks  from 
the  date  of  his  accident. 
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[Concluded  from  page  S32.] 

The  most  prevalent  diseases  are  remittent  and  intermittent  fever,  rheu- 
matism, diarrhoea,  dysentery,  cholera,  elephantiasis,  lepra,  scabies,  ring- 
worm and  hictalopia.  Remittent  fever  is  that  to  which  Europeans  are 
mostly  subject  ;  some  severe  cases  have  occurred  within  the  last  twelve 
months  without  any  apparent  cause  :  the  subjects  were,  however,  with- 
out a  single  exception,  all  new  arrivals  at  the  station,  and  in  two  or  three 
cases  just  from  England.  The  prevalence  of  this  fever  may,  also,  in 
some  measure,  be  attributed  to  the  excessive  dryness  and  heat  of  the  sea- 
son :  the  quantity  of  rain  that  fell  was  much  less  than  in  former  years 
and  not  sufficient  for  the  crops ;  the  consequence  was,  that  the  numerous 
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large  tanks  in  tlie.  nnighborhood  wvut  j)artly,  or  entirely,  cinplled  to  irri- 
gate the  lands,  leavin^^  a  rank  vci^otalion  to  die  and  rot.  There  are  also 
an  innnineral)le  nnniijcr  of  small  tanks  about  tlie  station,  wliieli  trenerally 
become  dry  wiiiiin  two  or  three  months  of  tlie  tenninalion  of  llie  rains; 
they  are  choked  with  acjuatic  plants,  and  become  a  source  of  bad  water 
and  noisome  smells.  1  think  there  can  be  little  doubt  that  these  add  to 
the  insahibritv  of  tln'  place,  and  from  their  dryinir  u[)  so  (?arly  are  of 
verv  little  use.  The  mu«Mstrat(;  has  ••iven  orders  lliat  such  as  are  useless 
are  to  be  filled  up.  The  low  swamps,  also,  between  the  station  and  the 
sea,  over  which  the  south  and  south-east  wind  constantly  blows  in  the 
hot  season,  were  more  completely  dried  up  than  in  most  years,  and  the 
unpleasant  iniasm  arising  from  them  was  at  times  particularly  offensive. 

The  natives  did  not  suffer  much  from  the  remittent  form  o(  lever,  but 
the  intermittent  type  was  very  frecjuent.  The  former  is  in  t^eneral  ush- 
ered in  with  most  severe  symptoms,  great  arterial  action,  violent  head- 
ache, and  oppression  at  the  praicordia,  followed  by  early  prostration  of 
strength.  During  the  exacerbation  the  most  prompt  treatment  is  neces- 
sary. Bleeding,  leeching,  calomel  and  antimonials,  are  principally  to  be 
relied  on,  with  (juinine,  during  the  intervals,  to  prevent  a  return  of  the 
paroxysm,  should  the  cerebral  symptoms  or  heat  of  skin  not  forbid  its 
use.  Diarrhoea  and  dysentery  are  at  all  times  more  or  less  prevalent ; 
when  diarrhoea  occurs  in  old,  emaciated  subjects,  it  is  very  difficult  to  re- 
strain, and  often  assumes  a  chronic  form  ;  the  sulphate  of  copper,  with 
opium,  frequently  succeeds  in  arresting  it  when  other  remedies  fail.  In 
dysentery  1  have  found  ipecacuanha,  combined  with  gentian,  as  recom- 
mended by  the  late  Dr.  Twining,  of  great  service  ;  this,  with  a  light 
diet,  is  in  most  cases  sufficient  to  effect  a  cure. 

Cholera  rages  at  times  with  great  violence.  March  and  April  are  the 
months  in  which  it  is  most  prevalent,  particularly  if  the  hot  w  eather  sud- 
denly sets  in  without  north-westers  to  cool  the  air  ;  the  nights  are  then 
cold,  and  the  days  extremely  hot.  The  natives  are  in  the  habit  of  steep- 
ing boiled  rice  in  cold  water,  and  allowing  it  to  stand  until  the  liquor  be- 
comes quite  acid  ;  this  they  take  early  in  the  morning  without  any  other 
food  ;  the  bowels  become  relaxed,  and  repeatedly  have  1  traced  cholera  to 
the  above  cause.  The  number  of  deaths  in  the  town,  some  seasons,  ave- 
rages from  25  to  30  daily,  and  this  for  several  days  together.  The  na- 
tives are  mostly  subject  to  the  low  form  of  cholera  with  cramps,  restless- 
ness, anxiety,  great  thirst,  parched  tongue,  coldness  and  early  collapse. 

The  treatment  varies  so  much,  according  to  the  constitution  of  the  pa- 
tient and  stage  of  the  disease,  that  it  is  impossible  to  lay  down  any  gene- 
ral plan  of  treatment  that  will  be  applicable  in  all  cases  ;  the  different 
symptoms  must  be  combated  with  as  they  arise  :  when  collapse  to  any 
extent  has  taken  place,  ammonia  is  chiefly  to  be  depended  on.  The 
greatest  care  is  necessary  when  the  patient  is  improving,  that  he  does  not 
get  more  than  a  cup  of  sago  once  in  two  or  three  hours  ;  if  left  to  him- 
self he  not  un frequently  eats  immoderately  of  boiled  rice,  and  produces  a 
return  of  all  the  worst  symptoms,  from  which  he  rarely  recovei-s. 

Elephantiasis  is   very  common  ;  both  sexes  are  subject  to  it,  more  so 
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those  who  are  engaged  in  a^ricuhuial  and  fishing  pursuits  ;  it  afTects  the 
scrotuni,  up[)er  and  lower  exlrernities,  generally  the  latter,  and  one  leg 
oftener  than  both.  It  commences  about  puberty  with  attacks  of  fever 
which  last  two  or  three  days  and  return  every  new  and  full  moon,  when 
the  leg  or  part  altected  becomes  very  painful  and  tumid  ;  it  increases  in 
size  with  each  attack  of  i'ever,  and  fre(|uently  becomes  enormously  large. 
After  some  years,  varying  Irom  fitteen  to  twenty-five,  tlie  febrile  attacks 
become  less  frequent,  and  less  severe,  retuniing  but  once  in  four  or  six 
niocjths,  and  then  lasting  only  twelve  or  eighteen  hours ;  in  this  state  the 
greatest  inconvenience  arises  from  the  size  of  the  limb  ;  the  patient  enjoys 
comparatively  good  lieallh  and  lives  to  the  usual  age.  The  disease  is 
certaiidy  not  contagious,  neither  do  1  think  it  hereditary.  I  have  never 
seen  a  cure  take  place  after  the  atfection  has  continued  for  any  length  of 
time  ;  the  natives  have  not  sufficient  patience  or  perseverance  to  follow 
any  plan  of  treatment  that  does  not  alibrd  quick  and  decided  benefit. 

Disease  of  the  liver  is  not  often  met  with  amongst  the  natives,  but 
from  the  frequency  of  fever,  enlargement  and  chronic  disease  of  the 
spleen  is  very  common  ;  the  marks  of  the  cautery,  which  is  had  recourse 
to,  to  cure  it,  is  perceived  on  the  sides  of  most  natives.  No  native  ever 
comes  into  the  district  without  getting  two  or  three  attacks  of  fever  in  the 
first  twelve  months  (even  supposing  he  comes  from  a  more  unhealthy 
place)  ;  after  this  period  they  become  habituated  to  the  climate,  and 
sulFer  less  freijuently. 

The  disease  called  hakra,  is  also  very  common,  and  is  attended  with 
great  febrile  excitement  ;  the  severe  symptoms  last  two  or  three  days, 
when  the  patient  invariably  recovers.  Fever  is  not  generally  a  fatal  dis- 
ease amongst  the  natives  :  dysentery  and  cholera,  however,  make  up  for 
any  deficiency  in  this  respect.  Almost  all  the  lower  class  suffer  from 
cutaneous  attections.  ringworm,  or  itch,  caused  by  their  dirty  habits  ; 
many  of  them  put  on  a  kummerbund  or  wrapper  which  they  never  think 
of  removing  until  it  falls  ofi[*,  literally  worn  out;  they  are  not  very  parti- 
cular, either,  in  their  ablutions.  The  convicts  are  often  annoyed  with  ab- 
scesses in  the  legs,  most  frequently  occasioned  by  the  iron  fetters  they  wear. 
They  seldom  prove  serious  or  difficult  to  heal,  except  in  old  debilitated 
subjects  during  the  rainy  season,  when  they  are  very  tedious  and  require 
powerful  applications,  a  generous  diet,  and  tonics.  Smallpox,  and  ophthal- 
mia, occasionally  appear  as  epidemics,  the  latter  in  January,  February  and 
March,  when  the  nights  are  cold,  damp  and  foggy.  Vaccination  has,  I  re- 
gret to  say,  made  but  little  progress  in  the  district ;  this  is  partly  owing  to  the 
extreme  ignorance  and  stubbornness  of  the  natives  and  the  prejudices 
against  it.  The  tickadars  or  inoculators  find  it  advantageous  to  decry  it  as 
much  as  possible,  and  this  will  continue  the  case  until  they  are  either  put 
down  by  government,  or  their  operations  diverted  from  inoculation  to 
vaccination.  They  commence  inoculating  in  December  or  January,  and 
make  a  good  livelihood  of  it,  exacting,  according  to  the  circumstances  of 
the  parents,  from  two  annas  to  two  rupees  for  each  child.  The  tickadars 
are  all  Hindus  of  high  caste  ;  they  collect  the  virus  on  cotton  wool  and 
make  the  punctures  w^th   a  needle  over  which  it  is  rubbed,  having  pre- 
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viously  been  moisteiKul  wiili  a  liltU;  water.  Smallpox  seldom  nii^cs  with 
much  violence  or  is  very  fatal,  in  conse(|ueiice  of  almost  every  child  being 
inoculated  as  soon  as  it  is  considered  old  enouuh  ;  few  persons  are  marked 
or  have  traces  of  this  disease.  I  have  n;[)eatedly  oHered  to  pay  parents 
if  they  would  briny;  (heir  children  to  me  to  be  vaccinated,  but  the  answer 
1  generally  get  is,  that  I  "make  no  poojah,  therefore  how  can  my  plan 
possibly  succeed." 

The  natives  treat  all  diseases  on  the  antiphlogistic  plan  ;  they  take 
little  medicine,  and  trust  principally  to  prayers  and  incantations.  Tlie 
hukeems  or  native  doctors  have  no  particular  methods  of  treatment  or 
mode  of  operation  :  their  medicines  are  all  divided  into  "  hot  or  cold," 
one  or  other  of  which  suits  every  complaint.  The  nativ(!S  in  this  district 
are  not  by  any  means  a  long-lived  race.  It  is  a  rare  thing  to  see  a  per- 
son 60  years  of  age  ;  they  are  an  effeminate  and  a  sickly  set  of  beings. 
The  palankeen  bearers,  for  which  this  part  of  the  country  is  notorious,  are 
almost  the  only  stout,  hard-working  people.  Men  marry  at  15  and  16, 
women  at  12  and  13  ;  children  may  be  said  to  swarm  here,  as  they  do  in 
most  towns  and  villages.  It  is  rather  curious,  however,  that  scarcely  any 
are  met  with  between  the  ages  of  6  and  12.  Nearly  all  were  destroyed 
(either  starved  or  drowned)  in  the  gales. 

The  jail  is  a  pukha  building,  situated  on  one  of  the  highest  spots 
about  Balasore.  It  is  divided  into  spacious  and  lofty  rooms,  allowing, 
when  full,  18  square  feet  for  each  prisoner.  The  hospital  is  a  large 
room,  raised  on  the  second  floor,  very  airy,  and  sufficiently  capacious  for 
the  number  of  sick  ever  admitted  ;  adjoining  it  is  a  small  room  used  for 
a  dowai-khanah.  The  whole  building  is  surrounded  by  a  wall  1 1  feet 
high,  at  a  distance  of  100  feet  from  the  jail ;  this  excludes  the  air  in  a 
great  measure  and  prevents  a  free  circulation,  but  notwithstanding  this,  the 
prisoners  are  at  all  times  tolerably  healthy,  fat  and  happy  ;  the  daily 
average  number  of  sick  is  about  eight  per  cent.,  and  the  monthly  deaths, 
except  when  cholera  prevails,  less  than  one  per  cent. 

The  sick  are  allowed  charpoys  for  sleeping  on,  and  are  well  provided 
with  blankets ;  a  prisoner  is  appointed  to  cook  their  food  and  render  any 
assistance  required.  The  daily  allowance  of  food  is  three  quarters  of  a 
seer  of  rice,  with  fish,  dhal,  or  vegetables  ;  this  is  of  course  curtailed  in 
sickness,  or,  if  necessary,  milk  or  meat  substituted  for  the  above ;  the 
expense  of  feeding  each  prisoner  is  three  pice  per  diem.  A  sweeper  is 
always  in  attendance  to  keep  the  apartments  clean  ;  and  the  dead  are 
buried  at  a  distance  from  the  jail.  A  large  and  deep  well  in  the  centre 
of  the  enclosure  affords  an  ample  supply  of  excellent  water. 

I  should  have  said  above,  that  about  two-thirds  of  the  convicts  are 
placed  under  the  executive  officer  and  employed  on  the  roads  at  a  dis- 
tance from  the  station  ;  they  are  supplied  with  tents,  and  remain  out  for 
eight  months  in  the  year  :  during  the  rains  they  all  return  to  the  station 
and  work  on  the  roads  about  Balasore.  They  do  not  suffer  more  from 
sickness  than  those  who  are  constantly  employed  at  the  station,  and 
housed  in  the  jail. 

Wild  animals,  of  the  following   kinds,  are  pretty  numerous  in   all   the 
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jungles — elephants,  confined  to  tlie  Mohuibunge  territory  ;  ligei-s,  It^opards, 
bears,  hogs,  biitialoes,  elk,  deer,  antelo[)e,  mouse  deer,  wild  cats,  porcu- 
pine, nianies,  monkeys,  jackals  and  i'oxes.  The  number  of  elepliants  has 
very  much  decreased  within  the  last  eight  or  ten  years  ;  they  are  destroy- 
ed by  the  Mohurbunge  Kajah  with  some  mineral  poison  that  speedily 
lakes  effect ;  it  is  mixed  up  with  rice  in  balls,  and  scattered  about  in  places 
frequented  by  the  elephants  ;  it  is  not  generally  known  what  this  poison 
is.  A  request  from  the  governor  general  was  made  direct  to  the  Rajah, 
three  or  four  years  since,  to  ascertain  what  it  was,  hut  without  being  able 
to  obtain  the  requested  information, — the  Rajah  would  not  divulge  the 
secret. 

Hogs  are  shot  and  hunted  by  the  lowest  class  of  Hindus  for  their  flesh  ; 
large  numbers  also  are  taken  in  nets  set  in  the  paths  they  frequent ;  occa- 
sionally a  tiger  finds  himself  entrapped  in  one  of  them  ;  the  largest  I  ever 
saw  was  caught  in  this  way  in  a  net  barely  large  enough  for  him  to  creep 
into.  Buffaloes  are  very  numerous  everywhere  ;  they  go  in  herds  and  de- 
stroy large  quantities  of  paddy  ;  if  one  is  killed,  the  head  is  sent  to  the 
magistrate,  who  pays  two  rupees  :  government  allows  also  five  rupees  for 
every  tiger  destroyed. 

Alligators  are  found  in  every  river  and  all  the  large  tanks ;  persons  are 
frequently  carried  off'by  them  whilst  bathing.  A  species  of  lizard,  called 
"  gosamp,"  is  very  common  ;  the  largest  are  four  or  five  feet  in  length. 

Snakes  are  numerous.  There  are,  1  believe,  several  kinds  found  here 
that  have  never  been  described  by  any  author.  1  sent  one  a  short  time 
since  to  my  friend  Dr.  Cantor,  that  had  hitherto  been  overlooked.  Pre- 
vious to  the  inundations,  enormous  snakes  were  found  in  the  jungles  near 
the  sea  ;  the  skeleton  of  one  measuring  nearly  30  feet  was  discovered 
quite  perfect. 

The  domestic  animals  are  much  on  a  par  with  the  natives,  a  diminu- 
tive, miserable  race.  The  bullocks  are  small,  and  appear  half-starved, 
which  is,  I  believe,  pretty  nearly  the  case  ;  except  for  a  few  months  in 
the  year,  they  get  no  grain,  and  are  driven  out  every  morning  to  graze  in 
charge  of  boys,  returning  at  sunset  often  as  hungry  as  they  go  out ;  in 
the  dry  season  a  small  quantity  of  rice  straw  is  allowed  them  to  eat  at 
night.  No  care  whatever  is  taken  to  prevent  the  breed  from  degenerating, 
which  1  have  no  doubt  might  be  improved  by  good  feeding,  and  crossing 
them  with  a  larger  and  stronger  race.  Very  little  work  can  of  course 
be  got  out  of  such  wretched  animals.  They  are  galled,  abused  and 
starved,  frequently  having  their  tails  broken  and  nearly  twisted  oft*,  to  make 
them  work. 

A  very  fatal  disease,  called  "  mahta  "  or  "  gote,"  prevails  as  an  epi- 
demic amongst  the  cattle  once  in  t\\'o  or  three  years  ;  it  proves  exceed- 
ingly destructive  ;  of  those  attacked  not  one  in  five  recovei-s,  and  not 
unfrequently  a  whole  herd  is  carried  off".  It  occurs  but  once  in  the  same 
bullock.  I  have  never  known  it  prevail  when  smallpox  was  present ; 
but  on  one  occasion  it  preceded  the  breaking  out  of  cholera. 

Fowls  are  very  subject  to  an  eruptive  disease,  which  is  confined  prin- 
cipally to  the  head,  and  causes  blindness  ;  it  is  very  infectious,  and  unless 
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they  arc  soparatt'd   as  soon   as   tlic  disease  shows  itself,  iIk;  cliances  are 
tiiey  are  all  seized,  and  nt-arly  all  die. 

florses  are  liable  to  iiitlammatory  attacks  in  ilni  bowels,  for  which  ac- 
tive remedies  are  reijuiied  to  save  them.  Do^^s  thrive  well  here,  and  ar(j 
easily  reared.  Hydrophobia  rarely  occurs.  There  is  al  every  village  a 
market  (hath)  helil  once  or  twice  a  week  ;  all  the  neighborhood  assemble 
to  purchase  and  sell.  The  farmer  brings  his  grain,  and  the  artist  the  pro- 
duce of  his  labors  ;  merchants  buy  for  retail  and  exportation.  Sheds  ar(t 
generally  erected,  when;  the  different  goods  are  exposed  for  sale.  All 
aj)peai*s  bustle  and  confusion.  The  natives  never  seem  so  much  on  the 
alert  as  they  do  on  these  occasions — endeavoring  to  make  as  good  a  bar- 
gain as  they  possibly  can.  The  scene  is  one  of  life  and  animation. 
Rupees,  pice  and  cowries  are  the  usual  currency  ;  a  rupee  is  ecjuivaleriL 
to  more  tlian  10,000  of  the  latter;  owing  to  the  scarcity  of  pice,  the  bat- 
ta  demanded  is  very  high,  and  falls  heavily  on  the  poor ;  gold  is  never 
met  withi 


EXTIRPATION   IN  OVARIAN   DROPSY. 

[Dr.  Ashwell,  of  Guy's  Hospital,  who  has  lately  published  a  treatise  on 
the  Diseases  peculiar  to  Women,  speaks  as  follows  of  the  operation  for 
removing  ovarian  tumors,  concerning  \vhich,  both  for  and  against  it,  so 
much  has  lately  been  written.] 

These  considerations,  (says  the  author,  after  mentioning  cases  in  which 
the  disease  has  remained  stationary  for  years),  are  entitled  to  great 
weight,  w  hen  determining  the  })ropriety  of  extirpation,  uncalled  for  by  pre- 
sent and  great  evils  ;  or  where  the  operation  from  the  enthusiastic  views 
of  its  patrons  is  urgently  recommended  as  a  preventive  of  mischiefs  which 
they  deem,  but  not  always  on  good  grounds,  to  be  prospectively  inevitable. 
To  operate,  where  the  patient  strongly  desires  it,  from  a  conviction  that 
her  sufferings  and  the  frequent  repetitions  of  paracentesis,  will  otherwise 
prove  speedily  Altai,  may  not  involve  any  distressing  responsibility,  espe- 
cially where  the  condition  of  the  tumor  leads  to  the  supposition,  that  the 
case  is  pathologically  a  favorable  one.  But  there  are  examples  selected 
for  operation  far  different  from  this.  Take,  for  instance,  a  case  which 
occurred  to  me  a  few  months  ago.  A  lady  travelled  to  town  from  a  con- 
siderable distance,  anxious  to  have  extirpation  perfomed.  On  inquiry,  I 
found  that  she  was  62  years  of  age,  had  never  been  tapped,  although 
ovarian  dropsy  had  existed  for  more  than  half  her  life.  Theie  was 
scarcely  any  suffering  beyond  weight  and  pressure,  although  the  tumor 
was  of  immense^  size  and  partly  solid.  In  such  a  case  it  would  have  been 
highly  culpable  to  have  0})erated  ;  and  yet  a  surgeon,  over  zealous  aljout 
the  removal  of  ovaries,  had  induced  the  firm  belief  that  it  ought  to  be 
done.  I  need  scarcely  add  that  the  patient,  after  being  made  accjuainted 
with  the  great  danger  of  the  operation,  was  perfectly  satisfied  to  re- 
main as  she  was.  Nor  will  tht;  practitioner  be  less  ])erplexed  and  dis- 
tressed by  such  a  case  as  the  following,  nn  hich  occurred  within  my  obser- 
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vation  not  long  since — a  young  woman,  under  '2'2,  liad  ovarian  dropsy  : 
her  countenaiiee  bespeaking  excellent  lieallli,  and  her  history  conhrnnng 
the  impression.  Without  interference,  many  yeai'S  might  have  been  add- 
ed to  her  existence  ;  and  as  one  ot"  tlie  fortunate  incidents  of  hfe,  it  might 
have  so  happened  that  the  tumor  should  cease  to  grow.  But  unhappily 
slie  was  convinced  that  extirpation  was  proper  ;  the  operation  was  most 
ably  performed,  and  in  a  few  days  she  died.  These  certainly  are  not 
the  cases  in  which  removal  ought  to  he  practised.  If  the  operation  is  to 
become  established,  of  which  I  have  the  strongest  doubt,  it  must  be  con- 
fined to  examples  of  the  malady  where  tapping  has  been  already  so  often 
performed  as  to  preclude,  from  the  experience  of  similar  cases,  any  idea 
that  it  can  ever  be  dispensed  with  ;  and  where,  we  are  confident,  that 
great  suliering  must  lead  to  early  death.  Perhaps  this  may  be  regarded 
as  too  limited  a  view  of  the  value  of  extirpation,  but  it  is,  1  think,  the 
correct  one.  In  such  cases,  if  the  diagnosis  excludes  the  belief  that  there 
are  serious  adhesions,  or  malignant  or  solid  growths  complicating  the  tu- 
mor, and  if  the  patient  strongly  desires  it,  the  operation  is  defensible.  In 
all  other  exanijjles  it  can  only  rest  on  the  patient's  own  views  of  her 
future  prospects,  and  on  a  calculation  of  chances.  She  might  live  several 
years  and  without  much  suffering ;  but  she  may  die  in  a  few  years  after 
great  sulFtjring  ;  she  determines,  therefore,  being  courageous,  and  probably 
strongly  urged  by  her  surgeon,  to  run  the  risk  of  immediate  death  for  the 
hope  of  immediate  and  radical  cure.  Whether  she  has  done  wisely  to 
submit  to  such  a  hazard,  a  successful  operation  can  scarcely  prove  ;  that 
she  has  happily  secured  her  safety,  through  imminent  peril,  such  an  ope- 
ration does  prove.  Lithotomy,  operations  for  hernia,  and  for  securing 
large  arteries,  rest  on  different  grounds.  That  they  are  essential  to  the 
pitient's  life,  is  a  full  justification  of  their  performance  ;  for  in  all,  even  if 
not  dang'M-ous  at  the  moment,  it  is  certainly  known  that  life  will  soon  be 
destroyed,  either  by  fever,  gangrene,  or  loss  of  blood.  Such,  it  has  been 
proved,  has  not  been  the  case  in  many  of  the  fatal  operations  lately  per- 
formed for  extermination  of  ovarian  encysted  tumois.  It  does  not  ap- 
pear that  statistics  more  favorable  even  than  we  have  any  right  to  expect, 
will  materially  change  the  aspect  of  the  circumstances  under  which  the 
operation  is  to  be  performed.  It  most  probably  will,  from  the  impossi- 
bility of  determining  the  real  character  and  adhesions  of  the  growth,  ever 
remain  an  eminently  uncertain  operation.  The  extirpation,  we  are  as- 
sured, by  the  operators  themselves,  in  a  fit  case,  is  far  from  difficult ; 
would  that  it  were  more  so,  for  then  it  would  not  readily  be  undertaken  ! 
If  it  required  as  much  surgical  knowledge  and  skill  to  make  these  large 
and  brilliant  abdominal  incisions  as  to  tie  the  subclavian  artery  or  to  per- 
form a  trying  operation  of  lithotomy,  the  lives  of  many  women  would 
have  been  already  spared,  and  fewer  would  be  sacrificed  for  the  future. 
What  would  l)e  thonoht  of  the  feasibility  of  any  other  operation  involv- 
ing life  in  the  most  imminent  hazard,  if  we  discovered  that  out  of  67 
cases  where  it  had  bet^n  attempted,  it  w^s  from  absolute  error  of  chagno^ 
sis,  incapahk  of  completion  in  18;  that  of  the  remaining  49  patients, 
where  the  extirpation  was  effected,  16  died,  and   2  were  not  cured;  so 
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tliat  out  of  tho  wholo  miinher,  G7,  the  operation  failed  in  36,  and  suc- 
ceeded in  31,  l(^ss  than  one  lialf.  Such  results  an;  distressing^,  especially 
when  we  hear  uf  no  •;realer  doubt  expressed  ahout  the  operation  itself, 
hut  only  hii^her  confidence  in  its  value,  and  greater  laudation  of  the  ope- 
rators. We  wiilini^ly  concede  pres(;nce  of  mind  and  ability  to  many  of 
the  extirpators  of  ovarian  cysts  ;  but  we  are  unable  to  discover  (for  the 
later  operations  have  been  (piite  as  unsuccessful  from  unfitness  of  the  cases 
as  the  earlier  ones),  that  any  advance  has  been  made  in  diagnosis.  Nor 
when  the  tumors  themselves  are  examined  after  death,  when  the  malig- 
nancy of  many  of  them  is  recognized,  and  their  firm,  almost  indivisible 
adhesions,  and  their  immovable  masses  of  new  and  morbid  substance  are 
brought  to  view  ;  it  is  next  to  impossible  to  entertain  any  sanguine  hope, 
that  our  means  of  diagnosis  can  ever  be  much  improved. 


ON  THE  TREATMENT  OF  NEURALGIA,  WITH  CASES. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Dear  Sir, — The  facts  presented  in  the  following  communication  are 
collected  from  my  own  practice,  the  cases  alluded  to  having  all  come  un- 
der my  own  observation.  Should  they  appear  of  sufficient  worth,  I  am 
willing  that  you  should  lay  them  before  your  readers. 

Much  has  been  written  on  that  affection  of  the  nerves  which  we  term 
neuralgia.  Both  its  pathology  and  treatment  have  been  the  themes  of 
many  ingenious  essays,  the  authors  of  which  have  come  to  as  many  dif- 
ferent conclusions  as  there  have  been  individuals  engaged  in  the  inquiry. 
Some  have  told  us  that  the  disease  is  idiopathic  ;  others  that  it  depended 
upon  some  functional  or  organic  derangement  of  the  brain,  or  some  other 
organ  ;  and  others  that  it  depended  upon  some  preternatural  growth  of  bone 
about  the  head  ;  while  many  have  conjectured  that  neuralgia  is  produced 
by  a  chronic  inflammation  of  the  membranous  envelope  of  the  nerves. 
This  last  supposition  appears  to  me  to  be  the  most  rational  explanation 
of  the  complaint,  when  it  is  idiopathic  ;  yet  other  causes  than  inflamma- 
tion of  the  neurilema  must  frequently  be  sought  for,  or  a  cure  can  never 
be  accomplished  ;  for  doubtless  these  writers  have  each  seen  cases  justi- 
fying these  different  opinions  respecting  the  pathology  of  neuraltria. 
Consequently  bloodletting,  purgatives,  emetics,  tonics,  narcotics,  blisters, 
antimony  and  arsenic,  have  all  been  adapted  to  certain  cases,  and  each 
plan  has  been  successful.  Hence,  physicians  who  have  been  fortunate 
with  one  method  or  medicine,  have  thought  their  plans  suited  to  every 
individual,  and  have  told  us  they  had  found  a  "  specific."  Now  nothing 
is  more  absurd  than  this  notion  of  invariably  curing  a  disorder  with  one 
remeriy,  or  one  kind  of  remedies  ;  it  is  truly  absurd,  at  this  day,  to  bring 
forward  the  "  doctrine  of  specifics,^^  for  nobody  cares  about  such  reme- 
dies, except  the  (|n;irk  and  homoeopathist.  Of  these,  the  first  has  his 
nostrum,  which  he  advertises  as  an  infallible  remedy  for  tic  douloureux  ; 
the  latter  tells  you  to  take  a  globule  of  aconite,  ''  and  you  siiall  be 
healed." 
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It  is  evident  that  tlie  disorder — wlietlier  it  shows  itself  as  ii.  facialis, 
n.  pollicisj  11.  iiiaiiiiiiae,  ii.  pedis,  sciatica,  or  lieiiiicraiiia — in  whalever  loriii 
it  occui-s — must  be  treated  upon  the  general  principles  of  medicine  ;  that 
is,  no  two  individuals  are  to  be  treated  alike,  because  their  disorders  are 
neuralgia;  the  t*au^e  must  first  be  ascertained,  and  the  patient  adminis- 
tered to  accordingly.  As,  when  there  is  plethora,  the  antiphlogistic 
coui-se  should  be  pursued  ;  when  there  is  debility,  after  putting  the  pa- 
tient in  a  suitable  condition,  give  the  carbonate  of  iron  or  other  tonics  ; 
or  if  the  disease  rests  on  irritability,  nervines  and  narcotics  will  do  good, 
with  other  means,  such  as  counter-irritation,  &ic.  &ic. 

To  show  how  very  differently  patients  have  been  successfully  treated, 
the  followinuj  cases  are  jjiven. 

A  gentleman,  who  previously  had  gonorrhcea,  consulted  me  under  the 
apprehension  that  the  "  disease  had  relapsed,"  for  he  thought  himself 
well  for  some  time,  till  new  symptoms  disturbed  him.  He  was  inquired 
of  whether  he  had  lately  had  sexual  intercourse.  This  had  been  the 
case  ;  but  after  learning  his  symptoms  I  told  him  the  woman  was  not  im- 
pure, or  if  she  was,  she  had  not  infected  him ;  for  his  comjilaint  bore 
no  analogy  to  gonorrhoea,  it  ivas  neuralgia.  He  complained  of  an  ob- 
tuse pain  in  the  lumbar  region,  exercise  making  it  worse ;  of  a  sense  of 
numbness  extending  down  the  inside  of  his  legs ;  nausea  ;  acute  pain 
shooting  through  the  abdominal  muscles ;  drawing  up  of  the  testicles  ;  a 
constant  desire  to  void  urine,  which  was  discharged  in  small  quantity, 
with  high  color.  Ten  grains  of  the  pil.  by  dr.  was  given  every  other  day 
for  six  days,  and  afterwards  nine  grains  of  the  following  pill  was  as  often 
employed.  R.  Ext.  colocy.  comp.,  pulv.  gamb.,  sapon  veneti.,  aa  gr. 
xiij.  M.  Ft.  pil.  xviij.  Large  doses  of  camphor  were  given  three  times 
a  day.  Diluent  drinks  were  freely  taken,  and  a  spare  diet  enjoined. 
He  was  soon  better,  when  the  cathartic  medicine  was  discontinued,  a 
better  diet  allowed,  and  he  was  recommended  to  take  the  infusions  of 
wild  cherry  and  gentian  three  times  a  day.  R.  Cort.  pruni  Virgini.  con- 
tus.,  §j. ;  rad.  genti  concis,  §ss. ;  sem.  cardam.,  5  ij  ;  carb.  sod.,  5j.  ; 
aqu.  ferment.,  Oj.  Ft.  infusio.  Dose,  a  wine-glassful.  The  camphor  was 
taken  fifteen  days — afterwards  he  took  no  medicines  except  the  vegetable 
infusions  ;  these  he  continued  till  he  said  he  felt  perfectly  well.  It  is 
now  nearly  a  year  since  the  time  first  mentioned,  and  he  has  never  been 
troubled  with  any  of  these  symptoms.  This  was  a  case  of  neuralgia — 
the  pain  was  in  the  nerves  that  originate  from  the  lumbar  and  sacral  re- 
gions of  the  spine. 

1  attended  a  young  man  during  the  winter  of  1843-44,  who  sufiered 
extremely  from  sciatica  ;  for  three  months  he  was  growing  worse,  when  I 
ascertained  excessive  venery  had  induced  the  complaint,  and  after  he  was 
no  longer  able  to  obtain  the  society  of  his  favorites,  he  indulged  in  a  more 
disgusting  manner,  ikvhich  brought  him  to  the  verge  of  the  grave.  It  was 
in  this  low  state  that  he  made  his  full  confession  ;  and  was  frightened  into 
reformation.  T  prevailed  upon  him  to  abstain  from  his  habits,  and  with- 
out much  medicine  he  was  gradually  restored  to  his  usual  good  health. 

I  have  lately  attended  a  feeble  woman  who  has  suffered   much  from 
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iuMiralL;Ia.  Mcdirliic  did  not  appear  to  do  much  <(oo(l,  and  I  advised  lior 
not  to  have  couiieetioii  with  lier  liushaiul  for  two  inoiitlis.  Her  heaUh  is 
rapidly  iniprovinj;,  and  for  six  weeks  she  has  taken  nothing  hut  the  vege- 
tahle  infusion  ahove  mentioned  and  mild  laxatives. 

I  have  known  several  cases  of  tic  douloureux  cured  hy  extracting  cari- 
ous teeth  ;  and  I  have  known  one  cured  l)y  scarifying  or  cutting  the  gum 
m  the  vicinity  of  the  last  grinder,  or  dens  sapientia;  as  it  is  usually  styled. 
This  pei-son  was  seized  with  tic  douloureux  soon  after  miscarriage.  I  attri- 
buted it  to  dehility.  I  expected,  when  she  got  her  strength  again,  the  pain 
w^ould  leave  her.  At  length  1  examined  her  teeth  (which  were  all  sound) 
and  found  one  of  the  last  grinders  of  the  lower  jaw  pressing  hard  against 
the  gum,  a  piece  of  which,  the  size  of  the  crown  of  the  tooth,  was  re- 
moved ;  after  twenty-four  hours,  she  had  no  more  pain. 

A  lady,  about  25  years  of  age,  fell  and  injured  her  spine.  She  was 
bled  and  treated  otherwise  as  her  case  required.  Some  time  after  she 
was  attacked  with  tic  douloureux  and  sciatica.  Every  plan  of  treatment 
was  resorted  to  without  benefit ;  and  at  the  end  of  six  months  she  was 
worse  than  ever.  Four  drops  of  croton  oil  w^ere  made  into  eight  pills 
mixed  in  bread  ;  of  which,  she  took  two  a  day.  She  recovered  in  a 
few  weeks.  She  did  not  take  the  pills  so  often  after  amelioration  was 
manifest ;  during  the  last  two  weeks  she  took  only  four.  The  medicine 
had  no  cathartic  action  ;  the  bowels  moved  generally  once  a  day.  It 
operated  here  as  a  counter-irritant ;  irritating  the  stomach  and  bowels, 
which  favored  other  parts,  till  health  was  established.  It  would  not  be 
admissible  in  many  cases. 

Counter-irritating  remedies,  externally  applied,  are  valuable  adjuncts  in 
treating  neuralgia.  I  have  used  the  tartar  emetic  plaster  for  this  purpose. 
Where  we  wish  to  excite  a  large  surface  moderately,  the  tartar  emetic 
ointment  will  be  found  serviceable.  R.  Tart,  ant.,  3  ij. ;  axungi.  porci., 
§  j.  Mix.  In  idiopathic  neuralgia,  exciting  an  eruption  if  possible  over 
the  affected  nerves  will  be  highly  useful.  The  following  is  a  neat  and 
very  sure  means  of  doing  it.  R.  Tart,  ant.,  3jss.  ;  muriat.  hyd.,  gr. 
vi.  ;  aqu.  distill.,  §  j.  ;  aqu.  cinnamoni,  5  j.  Dissolve  the  salts  in  the  water, 
then  add  the  cinnamon.  If  there  are  no  febrile  symptoms,  the  extract  of 
hemlock  and  the  carb.  of  iron  are  excellent  remedies.  R.  Ext.  conii, 
carb.  ferri,  aa  grs.  xxx.  M.  Ft.  pil.  xx.  Give  from  four  to  twenty 
a  day.  Patients  enduring  severe  neuralgic  pain,  require  large  doses  of 
the  narcotics  to  render  their  situation  tolerable. 

In  hemicrania,  narcotics  and  sedatives  are  indicated  generally.  R. 
Tart,  ant.,  gr.  ij.  ;  sulph.  morph.,  gr.  j.  M.  Ft.  pil.  viii.  Give  a  pill 
every  three  or  four  hours.  This  quiets  the  pains,  renders  the  pulse  soft 
and  less  irritable,  and  acts  powerfully  as  a  diaphoretic.  I  think  largo 
doses  of  opium  in  the  form  of  Dover's  powder  very  useful  in  sciatica  ; 
some  cathartic  medicine  should  be  administered  sufficiently  often  to  pre- 
vent constipation.  I  remains  yours,  verj'  respectfully, 

Lime  Rock,  R.  L,  May  20th,  1S45.  J.  P.  Leonard. 
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MORDID   THIRST. 

To  tbo  Editor  of  the  Boston  Mddical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

SiK, — My  communications  for  your  Journal,  bearini;  upon  the  great  subject 
of  temperance,  have  not  only  been  continually  misundersuxjd,  but  iiave  also 
led  to  some  very  natural  and  useful  inquiries  liom  medical  men  in  various 
parts  of  the  country.  Among  these  is  a  letter  from  VVoonsocket  Falls, 
under  date  of  March  25,  concerning  the  effects  of  abstinence  from  drinks 
on  the  urinary  organs.  It  seems  to  mo  the  shortest  and  best  v/ay  to 
answer  these  inquiries  through  your  Journal. 

And,^r5^,  as  to  thirst  and  drinking.  People  drink,  1,  to  wash  down 
their  food  ;  2,  from  mere  habit  ;  3,  for  the  pleasure  of  drinking  ;  4,  to 
remove  thirst,  either  natural  or  morbid  ;  5,  to  cool  themselves  ;  6,  to  warm 
themselves  ;  and,  7,  from  principle. 

Now,  I  hold  it  to  be  wrong  to  drink  to  warm  ourselves,  to  wash  down 
our  food,  or  from  mere  habit.  The  other  four  occasions  of  drinking  seem 
to  me  legitimate. 

God  has  kindly  allotted  man  more  pleasure  than  the  lower  animals, 
even  sensual  pleasure  ;  and  when  the  pleasure  of  drinking  can  be  had 
without  ulterior  injury,  it  is  right  to  drink  for  mere  pleasure. 

Again,  whatever  may  have  been  the  occasion  of  our  thirst,  if  that 
thirst  actually  exists,  it  not  only  may,  but  should  be  gratified. 

Again,  it  is  lawful  to  drink,  in  some  cases,  to  cool  ourselves. 

Finally,  we  may  drink  from  principle. 

These  statements  need  qualification.  When  we  drink  to  cool  our- 
selves, or  for  any  other  purpose,  however  lawful,  it  should  be  borne  in 
mind  that  none  of  these  objects  is  best  accomplished  by  large  quantities 
rapidly  poured  down,  but  the  contrary.  Indeed,  large  quantities  are  usu- 
ally unsafe.  In  the  case  of  drinking  to  cool  ourselves,  the  quantity 
should  be  very  small  indeed,  and  very  slowly  swallowed. 

The  common  notion  that  we  need  drink  to  supply  the  waste  induced 
by  a  profiise  perspiration,  is  erroneous.  A  profuse  perspiration  is  often 
kept  up,  if  not  induced,  by  profuse  drinking  ;  and  is  a  serious  evil.  It  is 
a  gentle  but  steady  perspiration  which  we  most  need,  and  which  best 
cools  us  ;  and  not  a  profuse  one. 

Now  1  have  no  need  of  drink  to  wash  down  my  food  ;  for  I  have  an- 
other way  of  washing  it  down,  viz.,  by  a  healthy  and  free  secretion  of 
saliva.  I  do  not  need  to  drink  to  warm  myself,  because  I  rely  on  other 
sources  of  internal  heat.  Thirst,  I  have  none  ;  and  therefore  need  no 
drink  to  quench  thirst,  natural  or  morbid.  Tlie  habit  of  drinking  I  have 
long  since  overcome.  I  do  not  drink  to  cool  myself,  because  I  so  far 
obey  the  laws  of  God  that  I  am  seldom  too  hot.  But  I  do  indulge  my- 
self in  drinking  for  the  pleasure  of  drinking,  as  well  as  from  principle. 

As  to  the  pleasure  of  drinking,  I  allow  myself  to  drink  at  four  or  five 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  when  my  meals  during  the  day  have  been  regu- 
lar, and  when  my  health  is  good  ;  and  also  on  going  to  bed,  three  or  four 
hours  after  my  third  meal.  I  also  indulge  myself  in  drinking  when  1 
rise  in  the  mornino:,  an  hour  or  two  before  breakfast. 
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Then,  as  it  is  a  piiiuij)l(*.  with  nic  that  })leasure  is  naturally  an  ele- 
ment in  (jvcrythini;  wo  do  wliicli  is  rii^lit,  I  herein  combine  the  two  things. 
That  is,  /  /nakc  it  a  ]}i'iucipln  to  <(ra(if'i/  Jin/sc/J'  in  this  way.  Nay,  I  \)v- 
lieve  it  to  \n\  as  iisrlul  to  wasli  out  the,  alimentary  ranal — so  to  speak — 
once  or  twice  a  day,  as  it  is  to  wash  the  whole  surface  of  the  body  with 
pure  wal(M-  daily. 

1  havi!  said  that  1  have  no  thirst.  This,  as  a  general  fact,  is  true.  It 
is  so  when  I  obey  the  laws  oC  health  and  "  keep  my  body  itj  subjection  " 
to  God's  laws,  as  well  as  my  spirit.  It  is  only  when  I  greatly  transgress, 
that  I  am  thirsty. 

Still  1  drink  for  reasons  above  mentioned,  except  on  occasions — such 
as  those  w  hieh  have  been  detailed  in  former  Nos.  of  your  Journal.  I 
can  drink,  or  I  can  let  it  alone.  But,  then,  it  must  be  remembered  that  I 
take  no  medicine*  with  my  food,  or  otherwise,  as  has  been  repeatedly 
stated  on  former  occasions  :  that  1  use  much  succulent  (not  liquid)  food  ; 
and  that  1  do  not  ordinarily  fret  much,  or  deny  myself  due  sleep.  A 
pei^son  of  this  description— one  whose  food  is  coarse  bread,  fruits,  rice, 
potatoes.  &LC.,  and  who  eats  freely  (not  gluttonously)  and  regularly — will 
not  be  apt  to  have  thirst ;  or  to  have  any  considerable  irregularity  of  his 
secretions  or  excretions,  even  if  he  does  not  formally  drink.f 

And  it  was  to  show  mankind  this  important  truth  that  I  made  the  two 
experiments.  If  they  will  eat  right  and  obey  all  physical  and  moral  law, 
they  will  not  have  much  thirst,  and  may  drink,  formally,  or  neglect  it,  as 
they  please.  Nevertheless  I  think  it  will,  on  the  whole,  add  to  tbeir  hap- 
piness— as  I  think  it  does  to  my  own — to  drink  occasionally,  at  the  dis- 
tance of  three  or  four  hours  from  their  meals  ;  especially  on  going  to  rest 
and  on  rising  in  the  morning.  Wm.  A.  Alcott. 


THE    BOSTON    MEDICAL    AND    SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 

BOSTON,     JUNE    4 ,      1  S  4  5 . 


State  Medical  Society. — Those  who  participated  in  the  exercises,  fes- 
tivities and  pleasant  greetings  of  the  members  on  Wednesday  last,  must 
have  been  highly  gratified.  Dr.  Walker's  discourse  received  the  hearty 
and  spontaneous  approval  of  the  whole  audience.  It  was  rather  an  un- 
usual affair  in  the  history  of  this  quiet  body  of  professional  gentlemen,  to 
hear  three  successive  audible  expressions  of  satisfaction.  The  fact  was, 
Dr.  Walker  exhibited  a  thorough  familiarity  with  the  old  and  modern 
surgical  authorities,  and  so  clearly  proved  that  authors  of  the  last  century 
were  truly  men  of  profound  attainments,  whose  opinions  should  be  re- 
vered, and  their  coimsel  listened  to  with  respect,  when  great  pathological 
principles  were  at  stake,  that  tlie  assembly  looked  as  though  each  one  in- 

*  By  mediriiie  1  mean  um  only  niediriiip,  pmperlv  sp  chIIpjI,  hul  nil  sorts  of  rnndimeiitP. 

t  There  uhh  no  perceptiMc  rliant'e  in  ihis  pHrlirnlar  during'  mr  experiments.  I  Imvr  nlrenclv  men- 
tioned that  I  hid  not,  at  ilint  lime,  anything  like  h  |>rrifnKe  pi  is|iirfiij<in.  Al]  w  it.s  genlJennd  uniform, 
tui  it  ever  should  be. 


364  Penitentiary  Practice. 

tended,  on  his  return  home,  to  re-study  the  splendid,  l>ut  neglected  works 
of  Pott,  Wiseman,  Hunter,  Benjiinin  Bell,  &.c.,  as  well  as  others  of  equal 
celebrity  and  age,  belontrincr  to  France.  'I'lie  address  mainly  related  tu 
the  treatment  of  compound  fractures,  with  critical  oliservations  on  the 
proper  time  for  amputating,  when  an  absolute  necessity  exists  fur  the  ope- 
ration. It  is  a  pity  that  it  could  not  go  out  to  the  reading  world  instanter, 
as  it  might  were  the  manuscript  at  our  dispo.sal  ;  but  it  must  go  into  the 
regular  hopper,  to  be  ground  out  with  other  accompaniments,  so  that  by 
the  time  it  is  ready  for  distribution,  one  half  its  good  odor  will  have 
evaporated. 

About  four  hundred  physicians  dined  together  on  this  anniversary. 
Fewer  strangers  were  present  than  usual.  Many  excellent  things  were 
said  at  the  table,  but  we  were  unfortunately  too  remote  fronj  the  chair  for 
a  stenographic  chronicler. 

On  Thursday,  the  new  Council,  which  does  not  differ  essentially  from 
the  last  season,  met  at  the  Masonic  Temj)le  at  10  in  the  morning.  Jacob 
Biirelow,  M.D.,  of  Boston,  was  re-elected  President,  and  Edward  Flint, 
M.D.,  of  Leicester,  Vice  President.  J.  C.  Dalton,  M.D.,  of  Lowell,  was 
chosen  orator  for  1840. 


Penitentiary  Practice. — When  noticing  the  sixth  Annual  Report  of 
the  Eastern  Pennsylvania  Penitentiary,  some  weeks  ago,  we  intended  to 
return  to  it  again  for  the  purpose  of  commenting  upon  the  physician's 
portion  of  the  report.  Dr.  Given  has  been  connected  with  tlie  institution 
lonor  enough  to  learn  tlie  ingenious  deceptions  of  the  prisoners,  and  being, 
therefore,  always  on  the  alert,  appears  to  conduct  his  ofiicial  duties  in  a 
very  satisfactory  manner.  We  are  gratified  to  discover  that  Dr.  G.  admits 
that  a  full  stomach  is  one  of  the  readiest  means  of  taming  savage  fellows 
who  inhabit  prisons.  He  says  "  the  convicts  are  eager  for  the  largest  ra- 
tions. During  the  heat  of  summer,  there  has  been  some  restriction  in 
the  daily  allowance  of  meat  and  soup."  No  guage  will  compare  with 
one's  appetite,  and  we  should  rather  trust  to  the  language  of  the  stomach, 
in  its  normal  state,  than  the  opinion  of  a  medical  board.  Whenever  pris- 
oners are  allowed  as  much  wholesome  food  as  they  crave,  the  police  of  the 
institution  is  easily  maintained,  and  sudden  paroxysms  of  anger  or  stub- 
bornness of  disposition  are  rarely  manifested.  All  the  prisons  of  Massa- 
chusetts are  conducted  on  a  liberal  scale  in  respect  to  the  dietary,  both  on 
account  of  its  humanity  and  economy.  Dr.  Given  appears  to  entertain 
right  views  on  this  paint,  though  he  does  not  particularly  express  them. 

The  practice  of  exposing  all  the  bedding  to  the  sun  and  air,  daily,  and 
requiring,  positively,  one  hour's  exercise,  at  least,  out  of  the  cell,  adopted 
at  this  prison,  evinces  a  praiseworthy  care  for  the  personal  comfort  of  the 
convict.  Since  it  is  the  theory  of  the  law  to  restore  criminals  to  society, 
their  health  is  certainly  in  the  keeping  of  the  State,  to  a  certain  extent, 
and  the  Commonwealth  is  morally  accountable  to  the  tribunal  of  heaven 
for  any  violation  of  the  trust  committed  to  it.  Fortunately  for  the  age,  civ- 
ilization and  Christianity,  which  invariably  travel  hand  in  hand,  have  soft- 
ened down  the  penal  code,  and  we  begin  to  see  the  good  results  of  hu- 
mane treatment.  If  crimes  are  npt  lessened,  those  who  commit  them  are 
oftener  restored  to  the  world,  morally  better,  than  they  formerly  were.  The 
late  Rev.  Sidney  Smith's  philosophy    is  the  only  true  system  :  it  is  better 
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to  invito  a  political  rn«Mny  to  iliiio  witli  you.tlian  to  incronsc  his  wrath  hy 
defiance.  So  it  is  with  violators  of  tlio  law,  if  tlioy  arc  Hcoiirtrcd,  crop- 
ped, chained,  and  nearly  starved,  tiieir  hatred  is  roused,  and  voncreance  is 
tlu*  j)r(Ml()minaiit  passion  which  they  seek  an  opportunity  to  ^^ratify  :  l)Ut 
show  kindness  and  sympathy,  and  a  demon  may  l>e  disarmed,  melted 
down  with  contrition,  and  perhaps  brought  to  a  sense  of  his  dej^radation, 
and  linally  saved. 

Wliocvcr  accepts  the  api)ointment  of  medical  adviser  to  a  penitentiary, 
must  realize  tliat  an  enormous  weight  of  responsibility  rests  upon  him. 
If  he  fails  to  discriminate  between  true  and  feigned  diseases,  or  makes 
tlie  sad  mistake  of  deciding  against  a  maniac  when  lie  should  decide  in 
his  favor,  the  community  will  show  him  no  mercy  in  their  criticisms  upon 
liis  judgment.  It  is  therefore  the  safest,  and  certainly  the  most  prudent 
course,  to  be  guided  by  a  spirit  of  kindness. 

Dr.  Given  has  introduced  one  excellent  custom,  conducive  alike  to  the 
health  as  well  as  cleanliness  of  the  prisoners,  which  might  be  copied  with 
advantage  by  other  similar  institutions.  It  is  the  weekly  use  of  the 
warm  bath. 


Monroe  Co.  (N.  Y.)  Medical  Society — HomcEopatkic  Practitioners. — 
At  the  annual  meeting  of  this  Society,  on  the  14th  ult.,  Dr.  E.  M.  Arm- 
strong being  in  the  chair,  the  following  resolutions  were  passed  : 

"  Whereas,  by  a  law  recently  passed  by  the  Legislature  of  this  State, 
all  persons,  whether  licensed  or  not,  are  authorized  to  practise  medicine 
and  collect  their  fees,  it  is  no  longer  necessary  for  homceopathists  or  other 
irregular  practitioners,  to  continue  members  of  this  Society  ;  therefore, 

'*  Resolved,  That  such  be,  and  hereby  are,  requested  to  withdraw  their 
names  from  the  list  of  members  of  the  Monroe  County  Medical  Society. 

No  notice  of  this  having  been  taken  by  Dr.  Taylor,  it  was,  on  motion, 

"  Resolved,  That  the  name  of  John  Taylor,  a  homoeopathic  practitioner, 
be  expunged  from  the  records  of  this  Society,  and  that  he  no  longer  be 
considered  a  member  of  the  Society. 

On  motion,  it  was  furtlier 

*'  Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  be  instructed  to  inform  Dr.  Taylor  of 
the  preceding  resolution,  and  also  of  the  resolution  offered  at  the  last  an- 
nual meeting,  and  that  copies  of  both  these  resolutions  be  transmitted  to 
the  Secretary  of  the  Medical  Society  of  the  City  and  County  of  New 
York." 

The  President,  Dr.  Armstrong,  ably  addressed  the  Society  on  the  great 
importance  of  a  thorough  medical  education,  &,c. 

The  following  persons  were  elected  officers  of  the  Society  for  the  pre- 
sent year  : — Davis  Carpenter,  of  Brockport,  President ;  W.  W.  Reid,  of 
Rochester,  Vice  President;  P.  G.  Tobey,  of  Rochester,  Treasurer  ;  H. 
F.  Montgomery,  of  Rochester,  Secretary  ;  W.  W.  Ely  of  Rochester,  H. 
W.  Dean  of  Rochester,  J.  E.  Camp  of  Pittsford,  E.  W.  Armstrong  of 
Rochester,  P.  McNaughton  of  Scottsville,  A.  B.  Carpenter  of  Greece. 
Isaac  Lovejoy  of  Riga,  Censors. 

Drs.  Edson  and  Keid  were  appointed  dissertators  for  the  next  annual 
meeting,  and  Drs.  Long,  Dean  and  Socrates  Smith  for  the  next  semi-an- 
nual meeting. 
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Manual  of  Ort/iupitdic  Surirerif. — On  liccoimt  of  tlie  great  /iicdical 
gatheriwj^r  in  Uosion  last  week,  it  would  liuve  Ueeii  irratifying  to  have  spoken 
particularly  <»f  this  work,  wliicli  has,  since  (»ur  last,  been  j)n{)lishe(l  ;  but 
it  being  true  that  merit  has  its  reward,  whether  an  effort  is  made  or  not, 
tins  book  IS  one  that  will  soon  command  attention.  The  deparlnieiit  of 
.surgery  embraced  by  Dr.  Bigelow  in  this  treatise,  is  an  exceedingly  im- 
portant one,  and  tlie  many  operations  in  it  which  have  been  performed, 
have  not  yet  ceased  to  be  surprising.  The  free  manner  of  culling  up 
the  cordage  of  the  living  human  body,  which  is  now  practised  here  and  there 
and  everywhere,  is  well  calculated  to  astonish  those  who  have  been  lubri- 
cating ridged  tendons  all  their  professional  days  to  no  purpose.  M'ithout 
circumlocution,  we  must  say,  in  the  fewest  words,  that  this  mannual  is  an 
excellent  thing;  indeed,  no  late  publication  has  impressed  us  more  favora- 
bly than  tiiis.  Neither  its  beautiful  typography,  neat  binding,  nor  reasonable 
price,  although  worth  mentioning,  have  had  any  influence  in  bringing  us 
to  this  conclusion.  Further  and  more  definite  remarks  are  excluded  to- 
day by  a  pre.ss  of  other  matter. 


Transactions  of  the.  Philadelphia  College  of  Physicians. — x\  summary, 
just  published,  embracing  the  transactions  of  this  institution  from  Novem- 
ber last  to  April,  is  a  publication  of  much  interest.  One  of  the  most  cer- 
tain methods  of  exciting  emulation,  and  extending  the  usefulness  of  an 
association,  is  to  make  it  known  by  giving  the  public  a  synopsis,  at  least, 
of  its  labors.  Dr.  Parrish's  paper  on  Surgery  (partly  copied  in  to-day's 
Journal),  Dr.  Condie's  on  Remittent  Fever,  Dr.  Ashmead's  history  of  a 
case  of  luxation,  which  were  read  at  the  November  meeting,  are  instruc- 
tive, and  do  credit  to  the  authors.  At  the  February  session,  Dr.  Moore  pre- 
sented the  annual  report  on  Meteorology  and  Epidemics,  which  exhibits 
much  attention  to  the  minutest  circumstances  in  the  temperature  of  the 
atmosphere.  But  very  few  men  have  the  patience — perhaps  a  better  word 
would  be  the  abilitji — to  detect  these  nice  shades,  so  essential  to  u  true 
analysis.  The  best  recommendation  we  have  it  in  our  power  to  bestow, 
to  exhibit  our  confidence  in  these  tran.sactions,  is  to  transfer  articles  occa- 
sionally to  the  pages  of  the  Journal. 


Success  of  Nostrums. — A  popular  ''patent''  medicine  has  often  proved 
singularly  successful.  A  letter  from  New  York,  published  in  the  Charles- 
ton Courier,  cites  various  examples  in  point: 

Brandreth,  with  his  pills,  has  risen  from  a  poor  man  to  be  a  nian  of  ex- 
tensive fortune.  He  has  now  at  Sing  Sing  a  three-story  factory  for  grind- 
ing his  medicines.  Aloes  are  carried  into  it  by  the  ton,  and  whole  car- 
goes of  the  pills  are  despatched  to  every  part  of  the  Union,  and  down 
every  body's  throat.  He  has  expended  35,000  dollars  in  a  single  year  for 
advertising.  Comstock  began  with  nothing,  but  by  crowding  his  patent 
medicines,  has  been  able  to  purchase  one  of  the  first  houses  in  Union 
place,  and  gives  magnificent  soirees,  suppers,  &c.  Moffat,  adding  bitters 
to  pills,  has  run  up  a  handsome  fortune  of  nearly  $300,000.  Sherman, 
taking  the  lozenge  line,  has  emerged  from  his  little  shop  in  Nassau  street, 
into  a  buyer  of  lots  and  houses  by  the  wholesale.  I  need  not  mention 
Swaim  of  Philadelphia,  who,  by  pouring  his  panacea  into  people's  stomachs, 
can  afford  to  buy  a  single  pearl  head-band  for  his  daughter  worth  §20,000 
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"to 


— to  prove  that  \vc  are  a  pill-eatin<;  and  bitK'r-drinkinjr  people.  Your  lite- 
rary man  will  starve  in  his  garret,  while  your  pill-inaker  will  emerge  Irorn 
his  garret  into  a  palace. 

Rniwvul  of  a  Piece  of  Lead  from  the  Bladder. — A  gentleman  of  this 
State,  40  years  of  age,  applied  to  Dr.  McDowell,  stating  that  nine  weeks 
previt)us,  he  had  introduced  into  his  bladder  a  piece  of  lead,  ahout  three 
inches  in  length  and  one-fourth  of  an  inch  in  thickness.  Jle  had  been  af- 
llicted  for  a  long  time  with  dt/suri/,  and  had  found  that  by  introducing  some 
substance,  and  immediately  withdrawing  it,  the  pain  was  alleviated,  and 
he  could  urinate  without  difhculty.  He  accordingly  prepared  a  piece  of 
lead  for  that  purpose  ;  in  using  which,  it  had  slipped  from  his  fingers,  and 
passed  into  the  bladder,  causing  all  the  difficulties  and  symptoms  which 
would  arise  from  the  presence  of  calculus.  An  operation,  as  for  stone, 
was  decided  upon,  and  performed  ;  and  upon  removing  the  lead,  it  was 
found  to  be  encrusted  with  a  calcareous  deposit,  making  it  three-fourths  of 
an  inch  in  diameter.  The  gorget  used  in  this  operation  was  the  common 
one  of  Physick,  with  an  improvement,  the  invention  of  Dr.  McDowell. — 
Missouri  Medical  Journal. 

Bureau  of  Medicine  and  Surgery,  May  21. — The  Naval  Medical  Board 
of  Examiners,  which  convened  at  Philadelphia  May  1st,  for  the  examina- 
tion of  Assistant  Surgeons  for  promotion,  adjourned  on  Friday  last.  The 
following  candidates  were  examined  and  found  qualified  for  promotion: — 
Dr.  Charles  J.  Bates,  of  the  date  of  March,  1838;  Dr.  James  McCulland, 
of  the  date  of  March,  1838;  Dr.  J.  F.  Conner  Barlay,  of  the  date  of 
October,  1839;  Dr.  Wm.  A.  Nelson,  of  the  date  of  October,  1839. 


Medical  Miscellany, — Passed  Assistant  Surgeon  J.  J.  Brownlee  has 
permission  to  return  from  the  coast  of  Brazil.  Passed  Assistant  Surgeon 
James  McClelland,  ordered  to  fill  his  place. — Chloronapthalohypsulphu' 
ric,  and  chloronapthalosohyposulphuric,  are  the  scientific  names  proposed 
by  Dr.  Sinin  for  two  acids,  formed  by  sulphuric  with  napthaline  and  chlo- 
rine.— Dr.  Louis  Gayarre  has  been  convicted  of  stealing  a  negro  at  Macon, 
Miss.,  and  sentenced  to  the  Penitentiary  for  ten  years. — Dr  Alfred  T. 
Kinsf,  of  Greenburcr,  Penn.,  has  discovered  fossil  footmarks  of  several 
non-descript  animals  on  the  sand-stone  belonging  to  the  coal-measures. — 
Henry  Seeber,  a  native  of  the  State  of  New  York,  died  week  before  last 
at  German  Flats,  at  the  great  age  of  104  years. 


To  C<»KRESPONDKrsTr>. —  Dr.  EUsworth's  paper  on  tlie  Modus  Operandi  of  Medi- 
cines lia:j^eeii  received,  but  has  not  yet  been  examined. 

Makiuf.p,— Dr.  Stephen  D.  Sewall,  of  Somerville,  Mass.,  to  Miss  H.W-Shep- 
pard.— Dr.  Geo.  U.  Kingsbury,  of  Sunderland,  Mass.,  to  Miss  C.  A.  Chase. 

DiF.o.— Dr.  John  B.  Petit,  of  Taylorville,  Penn.,  killed  by  being  thrown  from 
his  carriage,  while  on  a  professional  visit. 

Number  of  dciiths  in  Uosion.for  the  weekendins  Mhj,  31.42— Malen, 25  ;  Females,  17.     Stillborn,  3. 

Of  consumption,  1.5- bilious  cholic,  1— arcidenta],  1  — dropsy,  1 — scarlei  fever,  11  — dropsy  on  thd 
brain,  2— inlhrnmaiion  of  Iho  luiigK,  1  —  tcelliinp,  1 — litpmorrhape,  1 — «uiride,  1 — child-bed,  1 — hoop- 
ing cough,    1  —  tumor,  1 — infanliie,  1 — croup,    1  — lung  fever,  1  — old  H<fv,  1. 

Uuder  5  >eurs,  16— between  5  and  20  yours,  d— belweeu  30  and  00  )  tarB,  16— oter  60  jearB,2» 


'^^S  Medical  Intelligence. 

Dr.  Mercitr^s  Treatment  of  Ulcers. — An  immense  number  of  chronic 
ulcers  are  admitted  into  the  llospital,  and  quite  a  variety  may  generally  be 
seen  in  the  surgical  wards.  The  subjects,  for  the  most  part,  belong  to 
the  poor  class  of  Irish  laborers,  whose  habits  are  bad,  who  are  very  much 
exposed  to  the  inclemencies  of  the  weather,  and  who  are  proverbial  for 
their  disregard  of  all  the  dictates  of  prudence.  Their  constitutions  are 
generally  very  much  injured  by  intemperance,  and  it  is  almost  impossible 
to  establish  the  healing  process  when  any  injury  is  inflicted  upon  their 
shins,  for  this  is  the  most  common  seat  of  ulceration.  Dr.  Mercier  has 
found  the  following  plan  of  treatment  to  succeed  better  than  any  other  : — 
He  gives  iodid.  potass.,  C^ss.,  and  iodine  gr.  i.,  dissolved  in  decoc.  sars., 
3  vi.  daily.  When  suppuration  is  copious,  he  has  the  sore  washed  clean 
with  the  chloride  of  soda,  and  dresses  it  with  lint  wet  with  vin.  aromat. — 
When  the  discharge  is  moderated  and  granulations  spring  up,  he  covers 
the  sore  with  narrow  strips  of  adhesive  plaster ;  with  the  triple  view  to 
counter-irritation,  compression  and  exclusion  of  the  air. — New  Orleans 
Medical  Journal. 

Requisites  for  a  Good  Oculist. — An  old  adage  affirms,  that  to  be  a 
good  surgeon,  it  is  necessary  to  possess  the  eye  of  an  eagle,  the  hand  of  a 
lady,  and  the  heart  of  a  lion.  In  ophthalmic  surgery,  perhaps,  we  may 
not  need  the  latter ;  our  operations  are  often  bloodless,  and  many  of  them 
cause  little  pain;  but  to  no  man  more  than  the  oculist  are  the  first  two 
absolutely  necessary.  Without  delicacy  of  touch,  and  dexterity  of  mani- 
pulation, no  man,  no  matter  what  may  be  his  knowledge,  or  his  other  ac- 
quirements, should  operate  upon  the  human  eye.  Regarding  the  first,  it 
is  unnecessary  to  tell  you,  that  clear,  distinct,  and  accurate  vision,  such 
as  man  possesses  when  his  organs  of  sight  are  in  perfection,  is  indispensa- 
ble to  all  who  operate  upon  the  human  eye.  But  this  is  not  all  ;  it  is  of 
the  highest  importance  that  the  oculist  be  also  a  good  practical  surgeon, 
and  a  well-educated  physician  ;  and  to  these  let  me  add,  steadiness  of 
purpose,  unwearying  patience,  honesty  and  courage.  Though  I  cannot 
dwell  long,  yet  I  cannot  dwell  too  forcibly,  upon  the  necessity  of  an  ac- 
quaintance with  medicine,  in  order  to  treat  ophthalmic  diseases  with  ef- 
fect. Of  late  years,  and  in  Great  Britain  in  particular,  we  have  acquired 
a  habit  of  treating  the  human  eye  as  if  it  did  not  form  a  part  of  the  hu- 
man body — as  if  this  delicate  and  beautiful  portion  of  our  frame  was  some 
bottled  preparation  to  be  chemically  altered  during  disease,  by  the  many 
nostrums  poured  over  it.  In  your  anatomical  and  your  surgical  lectures, 
you  have  all  heard  of  the  absolute  necessity  of  your  being  acquainted 
with  anatomy  for  the  successful  cultivation  of  either  medicine  or  surgery. 
All  that  could  have  been  offered  with  effect  upon  that  subject  becomes 
doubly  applicable  here.  How  many  treat  a  pneumonia,  diagnose  an  in- 
flammation of  the  brain,  or  even  remove  a  limb,  without  any  very  accurate 
knowledge  of  the  anatomy  of  these  parts  ;  but  you  cannot  diagnose  or  treat 
the  diseases  of  the  eye,  or  perform  any  of  the  operations  upon  it,  without 
being  perfectly  well  acquainted  with  the  relative  anatomy  of  each  indi- 
vidual part;  its  structure,  the  peculiarity  of  its  vascularity,  the  organiza- 
tion of  its  texture,  its  nervous  endowment,  functions,  and  degree  of  vi- 
tality, and  sympathetic  or  actual  connection  with  other  organs  either 
proximate  or  remote. — R.  W.  Wilde's  Introductory,  Dublin. 
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ON   THE   MODUS  OPERANDI  OF  MEDICINES 

By  P.  W.  Ellsworth,  M.D.,  Hartford,  Conn. 
(Coitimunicated    for  the   Boston   Medical  and    Surcical  Journal] 

Nothing  has  been  more  earnestly  sought  after  by  the  medical  world  thjin 
some  fixed  ])nnciplcs  which  might  be  a  guide  in   the   treatment  of  dis- 
ease, or  some  theory  accounting,  in  a  satisfactory  manner,  for  the  operation 
of  remedies,  and  their   particular  relation  to   the   body.     The  two  most 
prevalent  systems   at   present   in   this   country,   excepting  that  adopted 
by  the  medical  profession,  are  Thomsonism    and   Hahnemannism  ;  but 
they  are  faulty,  not  being  founded  on  proper  physiological  principles,  and 
yet  each  has  a  nucleus  of  truth  which  it  is  our  duty   to  divest  of  the 
error  which  clothes  it,  and  add   to  the  experience  of  ourselves   and  our 
ancestors,  for  truth,  however  ill  it  may  appear,  or  in  what  bad  company,  is 
truth  still.     The  former  of  these  systems  is  based  upon  a  pathology  which, 
though  con-ect  in  theory,  is  not  supported  by  a  proper  knoW'ledge  of  the 
difference  between  the  organs,  depending  upon  their  functions  ;  in  other 
words,  it  supposes   all   parts  of  the  body  acted  upon   alike.     The   latter 
class  of  practitioners   are  frequently  driven   to  the  approved   methods  of 
treatment  of  the  faculty,  owing  to  the  failure  of  their  theory   in  cases 
best  calculated  to  try  it.     Yet  the  watchwords  of  these  two  sects,  easily 
comprehended,  and   carrying  a  sort  of  conviction   to  minds  little  accus- 
tomed to  the  rigid   analysis  required  in  investigating  medical  facts,  have 
had  a  most  powerful  effect  in   seducing  not  the  ignorant  alone,  but  men 
whose  attainments  ou'dit  to  have  secured  them  ao;ainst  such  erroneous  con- 
elusions ;  and  who,  to  obtain  a  theoretic  good,  have  thrown  away  a  prac- 
tical one,  and  the  only  means  through  which  their  hopes  are  to  be  realized. 
My  design   is  to  show  that  there  is  a  great  and  fixed  principle,  which 
should  govern  us   in  the  selection   of  remedies,  a  principle  derived  from 
their  known   operation  ;  and  that  the   doctrine  of  Hahnemann,  though 
partly  true,  is  fundamentally  erroneous.     We  have  always  labored  under 
(jreat  disadvantaije  in  contendini{  airainst  the  tribes  of  empirics,  who  have 
invaded  the  domain  of  medicine,  since  they  always  oppose  us  by  a  general 
principle,  which   though  supported  only  by  a  few  facts,  in  the  hands  of 
craftv  men  or  ij^norant  enthusiasts,  whether  of  the  hioher  or  lower  classes  of 
society,  will  be  received  by  the  mass  as  a  real  advance  in  science,  though 
opposed  by  a  thousand  substantial  arguments.     Hitherto  we  have  had  no 
19 
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great  and  fundamental  law  on  which  to  rely,  but  could  opjxjse  these  at- 
tacks only  by  a  multitude  of  lesser  laws  ;  by  the  long-continued  and  well- 
known  success  of  remedies,  establishing,  as  it  were,  minor  })nnci[)les  as  re- 
spects their  physiological  operation  ;  and  also  by  showing  the  absurdity  into 
which  erroneous  systems  must  lead  their  advocates.  What  is  now  ad- 
vanced is  but  an  opinion,  but  founded  on  careful  observation  directed  for 
several  years  to  this  point,  and  1  leave  it  before  the  ])rofession,  desiring  only 
that  it  be  not  at  once  rejected,  although  at  first  view  repugnant  to  the 
theoretic  ideas  of  many,  particularly  the  older  medical  men.  It  will  not, 
however,  be  found  opposed  to  the  best  established  practice,  but  I  hope 
will  show  that  this  practice  is  but  carrying  out  a  great  law.  If  this  was 
clothed  in  language,  it  would  be,  diseases  are  cured  hy  specific  stimuli. 
But  to  this  there  is  an  important  exception,  at  least  supposed  to  be,  viz., 
certain  remedies  acting  only  or  primarily  upon  the  constitution  of  the 
blood,  and  yet  some  of  these  may  be  brought  within  the  law.  Do  not 
let  me  be  understood  as  advocating  the  doctrine  of  similia  similihu^  cu- 
rantur ;  far  from  it,  for  the  disciples  of  Hahnemann  are  driven  to  this 
system  of  specific  stimuli  in  many  sev^ere  diseases,  especially  when  time 
is  an  object.  For  a  long  while  inflammation  was  looked  upon  as  exces- 
sive action  ;  the  great  heat,  pain  and  excess  of  blood  seemed  to  indicate 
an  excited  state,  and  this  was  greatly  corroborated  by  the  effects  of  gene- 
ral and  local  depletion,  and  the  sedatives,  so  called,  as  antimony  and  fox- 
glove. If,  now,  inflammation  can  be  proved  a  state  opposite  to  excitement, 
then  remedies  removing  it  should  be  called  excitants.  These  agents, 
however,  seem  to  me  to  act  indirectly,  and  I  do  not  think  it  necessary  to 
call  them  tonics,  though  producing  that  effect.  That  this  theoretic  error 
respecting  inflammation  should  have  existed  for  so  long  a  time,  is  scarcely 
to  be  wondered  at,  and  it  is  only  by  the  microscope  and  the  operation  of 
known  stimulants,  that  we  are  indebted  for  a  better  information  on  this 
important  subject,  one  lying  at  the  very  foundation  of  practice.  An  al- 
teration in  theory  here,  makes  many  others  necessary  in  the  mighty  and 
complicated  superstructure.  A  different  opinion  is  slowly  gaining  ground, 
and  though  not  fully  recognized,  is  practically  acknowledged.  The  glar- 
ing want  of  success  of  the  general  stimulating  practice  in  acute  disease, 
has  been  a  great  drawback  to  the  advance  of  this  opinion,  but  the  fault 
lies  not  in  theory,  but  in  practice  and  in  not  understandirg  the  proper 
operation  of  certain  sedatives.  Disease,  taken  as  a  whole,  is  evidently  a 
diminution  of  the  powers  of  life,  nor  can  we  understand  how  it  can  be 
an  excess  of  action,  for  if  so,  there  must  be  a  period,  when,  in  passing 
from  excess  to  death,  which  is  the  cessation  of  all  action,  the  diseased 
part,  as  an  inflammation,  for  example,  must  reach  a  state  of  health  ;  but 
we  find  a  diseased  or^ran  £;oin^  on  in  its  steady  march,  from  irritation  to 
inflammation  ;  hepatization  follows  this,  or,  perhaps,  mortification,  a 
steady  onward  progress  to  death,  and  it  is  the  same  with  cveiy  disease, 
however  badly  it  may  henv  general  stimuli.  Inflammation  is  character- 
ized by  certain  symptoms,  not  all  present  in  every  case,  but  it  is  easily 
detected  in  the  external  tissues  ;  when  it  invades  the  internal,  although 
concealed  from  the  eye,  the  same  symptoms  are  found,  and  we  must  op- 
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pose  it  by  the  same  inofins,  these  varyinjj;,  howcncr,  u  ith  ilu*  locahty  of 
the  (hsiMse.  in  all  eMenial  iiiflanimatioiis,  we  find  a  certain  class  of 
stinnilants  useful.  When  the  sla«re  of  ineuhalion  is  passing,  there  is  a 
contracted  stale  of  the  capillaries  (see  Cyclop.  l*ract.  Med.,  art.  Inflarn.), 
and  a  stati^  of  irritation.  II(Me  remedies  of  a  soothing  naiuif  will  k»e 
found  most  henelicial,  as  catn plasms  or  warm  water,  these;  removing  the 
irritation  and  inducin*!;  a  natural  state  of  the  ca[)illaries  before  their  vital 
energy  is  exhausted  by  long-continued  and  excessive  action.  When, 
however,  swelling,  redness  and  heat  are  present,  we  find  leeching  useful, 
and  when  there  is  a  d(^pressed  state  of  the  general  system,  this  hitter  be- 
ing properly  supported.  This  removes  the  excess  of  blood,  and  allows 
the  distended  capillaries  to  contract;  which  condition  of  things  will  im 
greatly  assisted  by  following  up  the  treatment  with  tonics  or  stimuli, 
acting  specifically  on  tlu?  disordered  tissue.  Almost  if  not  all  alteratives 
operate  in  this  way,  constituting  one  of  our  largest  and  most  efHcient  de- 
partments of  the  materia  medica.  Many  are  called  tonics,  but  are  spe- 
cific stimuli. 

Before  remarking  further  upon  this  subject,  1  wish  to  call  attention  to 
the  effects  of  venes«?rtion  and  the  modus  operandi  of  caloniel  and  anti- 
mony, most  powerful  agents  in  subduing  acute  inflammation.  J31eed- 
ing  has  ever  been  looked  upon  as  an  opprobrium,  a  thing  to  be  avoided 
if  any  agent  can  be  made  to  take  its  place,  and  fill  it  with  equal  effi- 
cacy ;  but  owing  to  the  impossibility  of  finding  such,  equally  prompt  in 
action  or  satisfactory  in  results,  venesection  ever  has  been,  and  perhaps 
ever  will  be,  resorted  to,  though  with  less  and  less  frequency,  being  now 
rarely  practised  in  cases  where  it  was  once  thought  to  be  indispensable. 
Immediately  before  an  attack  of  sickness,  the  individual,  of  course  being 
in  health,  has  just  the  requisite  quantity  of  healthy  blood.  Disease 
changes  this,  but  rarely  increases  its  quantity,  and  if  the  disordered  action 
can  be  subdued,  the  blood  will  assume  its  healthy  properties,  and  it  is  a 
great  point  gained  if  it  can  be  done  without  abstraction  of  the  vital  fluid. 
If,  too,  the  blood  can  be  changed,  the  disordered  tissues  quickly  assume 
the  state  of  health.  Bleeding  rapidly  reduces  the  amount  of  red  glo- 
bules— those  carriers  of  oxygen — a  thing  which  must  tend  much  to  pre- 
vent the  chemical  changes  upon  which  some  of  the  phenomena  of  in- 
flammation depend.  It,  moreover,  removes  the  vis  d  tergo,  for,  as  is 
well  known,  if  pushed  to  fiiintness,  there  is  a  remarkable  diminution  of 
the  heart's  action,  and  a  whitening  of  the  reddened  and  congested  tissues. 
This  impression  is  not  immediately  remov^ed,  and  the  heart  continues  for 
a  period  in  a  depressed  state.  There  is  an  antagonizing  condition  be- 
tween the  central  organ  of  circulation  and  capillaries,  for  the  slate  of 
sedation  of  the  former  alloNVS  increased  action  to  the  latter.  This  loss 
of  blood  is  not  generally  sufficient  to  effect  a  cure,  except  in  cases  of 
plethora  ;  it  simply  allows  nature  more  liberty  to  act,  or  the  remedies 
afterwards  applied.  Excessive  bleeding  has  ever  been  found  injurious, 
even  in  the  most  inflammatory  diseases,  entailing  a  long  convalescence  if 
not  more  serious  evils.  Modern  practice  seems,  as  a  general  thing,  to 
resort  to  it  simply  to  weaken  the   first  onset  of  disease,  relying  on  aux- 
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ilaries  for  a  cure.     In  typhoid   f[)ideinics  it  is  iie(|uently  necessary  to  ab- 
stain from  bleeding  in  cases   where  otherwise  it  would  be  necessary,  for 
the  state  of  vitahty  is   so   low  that  even   a  small  detraction  of  blood  de- 
stroys the  excitability  of  the  capillaries,  if  inflamed,  or  the  nervous  sys- 
tem.     Under  such   circumstances,  treneral   tonics,  and    specific    stimuli, 
may  be  resorted  to  at  a  very  early  period,  since  stimulants  are  here  more 
useful  than  the  congestion  injurious.    Still  these  typhoid  states  do  not  differ 
from  ordinary  states  as  i^reatly  as  is  commonly  supposed  ;  the  disease  is  of 
the  same  nature,  only  the  vitality  is  lower.     It  seems  to  me  absurd  to  sup- 
pose that  in  one  case  vitality  recjuires  to  be  lowered,  and  in  the  other  raised. 
It  is,  then,  to  be  borne  in  mind  that  the   bleeding  does  not  cure,  and  that 
even  a  pleurisy  or  a  meningitis  may  be  bled  too  much,  as  well  as  too  little. 
For  some  years  past  it  has  appeared  to  me  that  mercurial  preparations, 
and  calomel  in  particular,  probably  owe   no  small   ])art  of  their  curative 
power  to  some,  change   produced   in  the  circulating  fluid,  most  probably 
in  diminishing  the  amount  of  fibrine,  and  that  their  property  of  removing 
fil)rine    effused,   depended  not  upon  directly  exciting  the  absorbents  and 
veins,  but  in  simply  leaving  these  to  operate  naturally,  being  relieved  of  the 
burthen  of  excessive  secretion.     It  is  known  that  if  there  is  an  excess  of 
any  constituent  in  the  blood,  the  system  seems  saturated,  and  there  is  a 
less  ready   absorption  of  such  constituent.     It  is  known,  also,  that  where 
an  inrtarnniation  is  developed,  whatever  be  the  state  of  the  system,  whether 
debilitated  or  otherwise,  there  is  a  remarkable  formation  of  fibrine  in  the 
blood  (see  Andral's  experiments  on  the  blood)  ;  it  is  sometimes  increased 
from  ^2h  to  8  or  even    10   parts  in  1000.     When  it  amounts  to  5  parts, 
Andral    has    always    found    inflammation    existing   somewhere.       The 
albumen    is   also  greatly   increased,  being   sometimes   almost   doubled. 
There  being  an   excess    of  this  compound,    that    which    is    effused    is 
removed    with    difficulty.      For  this    reason,   a    reducing   fever,   where 
the    fibrine    is    below    par,  will    sometimes    remove   leucomatous   spots 
from    the    eye,    absorb    every  variety  of   effusion,    and    even    tumors 
which  had  resisted   judicious  treatment,  and  prevent  the  union  of  bones 
or  cause  their  separation  by  absorption  of  the  uniting   bands  or  cartilage. 
This,  which  was  merely  a  supposition,  has  proved  true.     The  Lancet 
for  April,  1845,  contains  a  number  of  experiments  made  by  Dr.  Ayres, 
lecturer  on  chemistry  at  the  Charing  Cross  Hospital,  London,  completely 
confirmatory  of  this  view  ;  his  tables   showing  that  when   the  patient  is 
fully  under  the   mercurial  influence,  the  fibrine  and  albumen  both  imme- 
diately undergo  a  remarkable  diminution  and  sink  to  their  normal  standard. 
It  is  unnecessary  to  look  further  for  the  beneficial  effects  of  this  agent  in 
diseases   abounding  in  excess  of  these  elements,  though  it  may  stimulate 
the  capillaries  as  Billings  supposes,  just  as  it  does  the  secreting  apparatus 
of  the  kidneys,  the  salivary  glands   and   the  acini  of  the  liver.     In  sy- 
philis its  specific  stimulus  is   probably   brought  into   action,  being  more 
particularly   confined  to  the   tissues  under  the   power  of  the  exhausting 
virus.     When  a  chancre  is   developed,  there  is,  however,  an  increase  of 
fibrine,  so  that  mercury  acts  in  a  double  capacity  :  hence  its  superior  suc- 
cess in  the  earlier  stages  of  the  malady.     In  the  latter  stages,  when  the 
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blood  is  inipoverished  and  ilu3  j)alieiU  broken  down,  it  is  sornelimes  fur 
fioni  useful.  Mercury  does  not  cure  sypbilis  by  producing  a  similar  dis- 
ease, but  is  a  spccifjc  stimulus,  and  this  power  it  holds  in  eommon  with 
many  other  ;ij;ents,  as  lutiie  acid,  ineZ(!r(;on,  sarsaparilla,  iodine,  arsenic, 
and  ii;old,  all  of  which  will  cure  the  disease  by  a  tonic  operation  upon 
discastjd  structures,  though  none  of  these  produce  a  disease  at  all  rcscrn- 
hlini;  that  which  tliey  cure. 

Antimony,  as  a  <i;(Mieral  antiphlogistic  remedy,  I  believe,  with  Billings, 
operatts  in  a  double  manner  upon  the  heart  and  ve^ssels.  It  does  not  ap- 
pear to  produce  any  clu^mical  changes  in  the  blood,  or  if  it  does,  probably 
they  are  unlike  those  of  mercury.  Its  operation  seems  to  be  very  simi- 
lar to  that  of  venesection.  In  poisonous  doses  it  causes  inflammation 
of  the  stomach  and  bowels,  sometimes  of  the  lungs  and  larynx,  and  oc- 
casionally a  pustular  condition  of  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  mouth 
and  fauces.  This  is  the  result  of  specific  action  upon  these  parts,  since 
all  these  symptoms,  except,  perhaps,  the  last,  may  follow  the  use  of  the 
remedy  by  injection  into  a  vein.  This  specific  action  consists  in  stimu- 
lating a  part,  which,  being  continued  beyond  its  powers  of  resistance, 
terminates  in  inflammation.  When  applied  to  the  surface,  it  is  an  irri- 
tant stimulant ;  is  it  not  probably  so  of  the  lungs  ?  I  will  admit  that  if 
antimony  was  the  only  remedy  we  could  use  in  bronchitis,  we  might  at- 
tribute its  operation  to  a  sedative  property  upon  the  capillaries  ;  but  there 
are  other  agents,  well-known  stimulants,  producing  much  the  same  effects, 
one  of  which  is  senega.  This  last,  however,  cannot  always  be  substi- 
tuted, as  it  has  some  properties  not  possessed  by  the  former. 

Nit.  potass,  another  antiphlogistic  remedy,  also  owes  its  general  effect 
to  its  power  of  removing  fibrine  from  the  blood,  but  it  has  a  specific  local 
stimulant  operation  in  several  diseases. 

So  strong  were  my  prejudices  against  the  ideas  now  advanced  respect- 
ing inflammation,  that  although  frequently  troubled  with  sore  throat,  I 
always  rejected  pepper  tea  as  a  gargle.  But  having  once  resorted  to  its 
use  from  curiosity,  and  employed  it  on  myself,  I  obtained  such  marked  re- 
lief that  I  was  induced  to  experiment  with  it  farther,  and  found  it  to  be 
a  valuable  afrcnt. 

In  conjunctivitis,  local  stimuli  or  astringents  are  very  valuable.  Some 
portions  of  the  relaxed  mucous  membranes  are  cured  by  specific  stimulants, 
as  the  resins,  or  cubebs,  though  sometimes,  in  the  height  of  the  disease, 
so  great  is  the  irritation  that  the  central  organ  of  circulation  must  be  re- 
garded. Disease  of  the  rectum  is  relieved  by  Ward's  paste,  a  well-known 
stimulant  ;  a  felon  or  a  bubo  is  cured  by  lunar  caustic,  or  a  blister  if 
seen  early.  I  have  known  rheumatic  pains  removed  in  a  twinkle  by 
brandy  and  pepper  applied  hot,  though  this  always  appeared  a  dangerous 
practice.  l\lany  cutaneous  eruptions  are  cured  by  brushing  them  with 
lunar  caustic.  Ulcers  of  every  description  are  better  treated  by  the  va- 
rious stimulants  than  other  agents.  To  bruises  we  apply  wormwood  and 
vinegar.  A  stimulant  astringent,  borax,  nitrate  of  silver,  oak  bark,  all 
cure  sore  throat.  Two  years  ago  I  was  called  to  see  a  man,  the  left 
half  of  whose  tongue  was  enormously  swollen,  so  that  it  completely  filled 
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the  mouth.  Purgatives,  leeches  under  the  angle  of  the  jaw,  and  the 
usual  antiphlogistic  treatment,  niade  hut  slow  ])rogres.s  toward  its  relief,  so 
that  I  feared  deep  scarifications  might  he  necessary.  My  surprise  was 
great,  one  morninii,  in  tinding  him  ahnost  well.  He  had  mixed  up  a 
strong  compound  ot  Muck  pepper,  similar  to  Ward's  paste,  and  smeared 
his  tongue  until  it  was  completely  black.  It  had  operated  like  a  charm, 
and  the  man  was  cured.  This  was  accomplislied  by  the  stimulus  of  the 
remedy.  1  know  not  why,  if  Ward's  paste  acts  so  well  on  one  extremity 
of  the  alimentary  canal,  as  we  know  it  does,  it  should  not  act  equally 
well  on  the  other.  It  is  the  specific  stimulant  property  of  ammonia 
which  so  quickly  stops  the  inllammation  and  depression  following  the 
stings  of  venomous  insects  and  serpents,  and  quiets  the  violent  pain  there- 
by produced.  The  same,  though  a  more  feeble  effect,  follows  the  applica- 
tion of  the  juice  of  the  onion.  Alcohol  similarly  applied  has  been  found 
useful,  and  the  most  powerful  antidote  to  the  venom  of  the  rattlesnake  is 
brandy  and  the  tanjore  pill,  a  compound  of  arsenic  and  black  pepper. 

A  child  injured  its  eye  by  thrusting  a  fork  through  the  cornea.  With 
mild  treatment  it  was  soon  well,  though  there  was  effusion  of  pus  in  the 
anterior  chamber.  It  was  playing  about  as  usual  for  a  week  ;  at  this 
time  inflammation  kindled  up  and  was  neglected  for  four  days.  When 
it  was  brought  to  me  the  eye  was  absolutely  bursting  with  pus  ;  the  cornea 
and  the  anterior  chamber  seemed  a  mass  of  purulent  matter.  The  eye 
did  discharge  itself  that  night  through  the  ulcerated  cornea.  The  child 
was  put  on  antiphlogistic  treatment  mildly  ;  but  as  there  was  no  improve- 
ment, I  instantly  administered  bark.  The  consequence  was,  the  disease 
was  at  once  stopped  under  the  specific  power  of  this  agent,  the  ulcer 
healed,  pus  absorbed,  and  cornea  cleared  up,  so  that  although  I  had  not 
the  least  hope  of  the  eye,  yet  the  child  has  so  completely  recovered,  that 
no  difference  can  be  distinguished  between  the  eyes,  except  that  the  pu- 
pil of  one  is  a  little  smaller  than  the  other,  and  a  little  drawn  from  the 
centre  by  the  iris  adherent  to  the  wound,  and  she  has  a  very  good  degree 
of  vision. 

These  instances  are  sufficient  to  call  to  mind  the  fact,  that  a  judicious 
application  of  remedies,  of  an  invigorating  character,  are  the  ones  on 
which  we  chiefly  rely  in  the  treatment  of  the  various  forms  of  external 
disease.  Are  we  to  suppose  the  several  diseases  of  the  internal  organs 
are  at  all  different,  except  inasmuch  as  they  are  modified  by  specific  or- 
ganization, adapted  to  their  several  functions  ?  I  think  not,  but  believe 
that  if  we  could  first  properly  reduce  the  action  of  the  heart,  and  could 
then  pencil  the  surface  of  a  lung  affected  with  pleurisy,  with  lunar  caus- 
tic, we  should  find  the  same  good  effect  ;  unless,  perhaps,  the  great  ex- 
tent of  surface  diseased  might  produce  too  great  irritation.  Brandy 
given  by  mouth  will  not  act  in  the  same  manner,  and  would  kill  the  pa- 
tient. A  specific  stimulus  is  required,  and  we  give  it,  if  found  in  the 
materia  medica.  As  all  inflammations  of  muscles  and  parenchymatous 
tissues  are  much  alike,  a  similar  treatment  must  be  pursued  in  all.  It  is 
when  the  specific  function  of  an  organ  is  attacked,  that  we  have  the 
best  opportunity  of  using  specific  stimuli.     W^e  reach  a  chronic  cystitis 
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by  paivira  brava,  copaiba,  and  in  a  still  more  (Mi('rf;(,'tif',  way  with  Lallo- 
niand's  "  portc  causli([U(\"  In  fvplioid  fever  and  in  pblbisis  \s  o  fmd 
•/inc  and  copper  aclini;  on  the  nuieous  nieiuhranes,  rcstraininf;  discharges, 
and  u;ivinLC  tone,  to  the  systcini.  In  all  acute  inflainniatory  affections,  for 
the  HMsons  before  given,  wo  re(luc(3  the  heart's  action,  and  the  unhealthy 
or  inllannnatory  state  of  the  blood  by  the  efficicMit  agents,  bleeding,  calo- 
mel and  anliniony,  and  it  is  not  until  this  is  hiought  about  that  we  can 
bei^in  to  use  the  sp(>cific  stimuli.  When  this  is  accomplished,  tlies(!  latter 
fre(iuenlly  act  with  remarkable  power.  Sometimes,  however,  a  disease 
comes  on  more  mildly,  presenting  from  the  first  the  character  of  a  chronic 
malady  ;  then  if  there  is  no  danger  of  too  extensive  action,  we  may  use 
our  local  stimulants  at  once.  Few  of  these,  however,  are  confined  in 
their  operation  to  a  single  organ,  but  must  be  watched  lest  they  produce 
difficulty  in  some  other,  either  by  excitation  or  depression.  Digitalis  di- 
minishes the  force  and  frequency  of  the  heart's  contractions,  but  stimu- 
lates the  glandular  portion  of  the  kidney,  and  sometimes  the  salivary 
glands.  Frussic  acid  is  a  powerful  sedative  to  the  heart  and  system  of 
animal  life,  but  is  a  stimulant  to  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  larynx,  the 
stomach,  and  to  the  skin  when  locally  applied,  acting  most  efficiently  in 
the  cases  where  it  is  indicated.  It  is  impossible  to  tell,  except  by  actual 
experience,  w  hat  medicines  have  this  peculiar  relation  to  particular  organs 
or  tissues. 

Some  of  the  specific  stimuli  may  be  used  very  early,  as  ipecacuanha 
in  disease  of  the  bronchial  lining  membrane,  for  it  is  a  sedative  to  the 
heart,  while  its  active  principle  emetine  is  a  stimulant  to  the  mucous 
membrane,  and  so  also  is  useful  in  bowel  affections.  In  excessive  dose 
it  will  produce  inflammation  of  these  membranes  from  over  stimulation. 
[n  diarrhoeas  I  am  becoming  yearly  less  and  less  satisfied  with  the  effects 
of  opium  ;  agents  possessing  a  stimulant  and  astringent  property  are  much 
more  successful.  Hope's  camphor  mixture,  the  efficient  agent  in  which 
is  nitric  acid,  w^ill  frequently  control  the  most  violent  dysenteries,  attended 
by  copious  bloody  evacuations  ;  there  need  be  no  delay  in  its  use.  I 
have  been  in  the  constant  use  of  it  for  seven  years  past,  and  have  made 
trial  of  its  powers  in  two  severe  epidemics.  Small  doses  of  corrosive 
sublimate,  by  their  stimulating  power,  are  also  able  to  control  dysenteric 
discharges.  (See  Med.  Exam.,  Vol.  IV.,  p.  533.)  Oxalic  acid  is  said 
to  have  the  same  effect.  T  have  often  known  a  glass  of  brandy  cure  a 
diarrhoea  at  once,  though  this  is  a  practice  I  could  not  wish  to  recom- 
mend. Often  have  1  seen  a  little  wine  or  spirit  act  like  the  most  power- 
ful anodyne,  in  cases  where,  from  exhausting  discharges,  there  was  exces- 
sive excitability  or  irritability.     No  opiate  could  equal  it. 

When  a  disease  of  the  lun^s  becomes  somewhat  chronic,  and  we  can 
resort  to  specifics  with  safety,  we  find  the  balsams  extremely  useful,  from 
their  property  of  acting  upon  all  the  mucous  membranes,  and  among 
them  that  of  the  lungs.  Zinc  has  the  same  effect.  Senega  has  its  ac- 
tion directed  especially  to  this  tissue.  So  with  lobelia  ;  but  this  last  may 
be  used  earlier,  as  it  is  sedative  to  the  heart  ;  it  is,  indeed,  very  similar  to 
antimony  in  its  operation.     In   functional   derangements  of  the  liver  we 
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use  coniuin,  mercury,  nit.  acid  and  colchicuin,  acting  upon  the  specific 
vitality  of  that  organ.  The  specific  excitants  of  the  kidney  are  the  great 
class  of  diuretics,  adapted  to  the  peculiar  vitality  of  this  organ.  So  of 
every  other  organ  upon  which  we  are  ahle  to  act  distinctly  and  separately 
from  others. 

Respecting  these  excitants  it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  they  may,  if 
improperly  used,  [)roduce  injurious  effects,  and  he  is  the  best  physician 
who  best  guards  against  these  secondary  or  accompanying  accidents.  A 
diuretic  would  be  injurious  in  an  active  inflammation  of  the  kidney,  since 
the  performance  of  the  secretory  function  requires  a  free  supply  of  blood, 
and  any  unusual  demand  could  but  aggravate  the  difficulty. 

In  the  great  class  of  dennic  inflammations,  where  the  variety  seems 
almost  unlimited,  depending  upon  both  the  degree  of  disease  and  the 
nature  of  the  tissues  involved,  whether  nerve,  bloodvessel,  gland  or  cel- 
lular tissue,  we  find  these  specific  stimuli  or  tonics  of  great  value.  Io- 
dine, arsenic,  sarsaparilla,  mercury,  and  a  multitude  of  other  agents  of  a 
similar  character,  taken  by  mouth  or  externally  applied,  stimulate  the 
part  diseased,  and  by  giving  it  tone  restore  it  to  health.  There  are  classi- 
fications of  these  diseases,  such,  that  an  agent  which  has  a  remedial  ac- 
tion upon  one  of  them,  may  be  supposed  to  have  the  same  or  a  similar 
relation  to  the  others,  constituting  one  of  the  minor  laws  before  mention- 
ed. Still,  it  will  not  always  hold  true,  for  hydrocyanic  acid  will  cure 
many  cases  of  impetigo  without  difficulty  ;  but  there  is  a  form  now  pre- 
vailing with  us  which  will  not  yield  at  all  to  this,  but  does  to  another 
specific.  Here  are  two  diseases  exactly  alike  to  external  appearances, 
yet  one  is  contagious  and  the  other  is  not.  How  could  a  disciple  of 
Hahnemann  produce  the  contagious  variety,  or  a  disease  at  all  like  it,  by 
medicine,  or  find  a  medicine  specific  for  the  one  and  not  the  other,  since 
he  would  find  it  difficult  to  create  the  contagion  in  which  the  specific  dif- 
ference consists.  However,  both  these  diseases  yield  easily  enough  to 
their  appropriate  stimulants.  In  looking  for  remedies,  the  follower  of 
Hahnemann  watches  the  effects  of  poisons,  and  selects  one  which  will 
produce  a  disease  like  the  one  to  be  cured.  It  must  be  borne  in  mind 
that  poisons  rarely  produce  precisely  the  same  effect  on  different  indi- 
viduals, and  by  their  powerful  shock  will  generate  a  disorder  in  that  tissue 
which  is  naturally  most  disposed  to  take  on  disease,  and  the  occasional 
observation  of  a  phenomenon  ought  not  to  lead  us  to  suppose  it  the  spe- 
cific effect  of  a  medicine.  This  is  the  reason  why  some  persons  are  af- 
fected very  differently  from  others  by  the  same  thing.  For  instance, 
Hahnemann  says  bark  cures  intermittent  fever  because  it  will  produce  a 
chill  ;  but  I  believe  I  shall  be  borne  out  in  the  statement  that  this  is  a 
very  rare,  perhaps  the  rarest  effect  of  bark  ;  for  no  experiments  on  this 
agent  with  which  I  am  acquainted,  make  this  one  of  the  symptoms  of  ac- 
tion  on  the  body.  1  have  never  seen  it  myself,  or  seen  any  one  wha 
has,  and  yet  tons  of  bark  are  yearly  consumed  in  the  United  States, 
where,  if  anywhere,  its  properties  should  be  known.  Now  its  anti-pe- 
riodic power,  so  constant  and  marked,  must  depend  upon  something  else 
than  the  doubtful,  or  at  any  rate  extremely  rare  one,  of  producing  a  chill. 
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This  property  lies  in  its  specific  invifrorati(m  of  tli«^.  nervous  system  and 
capillary  circulation,  ;i  propcMly  enjoyed  almost  (Miually  by  arsenic,  pi- 
pcrinc,  salacine,  and  other  tonics  never  suspectcxl  of  generating  an  ague* 

[To  lie  continued.] 


FOLYIM   OF  THE  HEART  AND   PULMONARY   ARTERY. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Dear  Sir, — If  the  following  statement  of  a  case,  which  occurred  in  my 
practice  a  short  time  since,  carries  with  it  sufTicIent  interest  to  take  a 
place  in  your  Journal,  it  is  at  your  disposal. 

Very  respectfully  yours,       John  Harpur,  M.D. 
Sandwich,  Mass.,  May  20th,  1845. 

The  patient,  Mr.  Z L ,  aged   49,  of  a  bilious  temperament, 

spare  habit  of  body,  and  for  many  years  in  a  feeble  state  of  health,  be- 
ing easily  fatigued  with  the  least  exertion,  was,  after  exposure  to  damp 
and  cold,  while  superintending  farm  work,  suddenly  seized  with  symptoms 
of  pneumonia,  attended  with  high  feverish  action.  This  w^as  on  the  5tli 
of  the  month.  The  patient  was  seen  about  six  hours  after  the  attack  ; 
he  had  dyspnoea,  and  complained  of  pain  in  the  upper  lobe  of  the  right 
lung.  Pulse  was  135,  small,  irregular  and  very  unresisting,  yielding  to 
the  slightest  pressure.  He  complained,  also,  of  much  pain  in  the  neck. 
Upon  inquiry,  it  was  ascertained  that  he  had  suffered,  occasionally,  for 
some  years  back,  from  pain  in  the  neck.  On  examination,  the  spine 
gave  tenderness  at  the  situation  of  the  third  and  fourth  cervical  vertebrae, 
and  also  at  the  second  and  third  dorsal  vertebrae.  His  tongue  presented 
a  singular  appearance,  deeply  fissured,  and  occupied  for  the  most  part, 
as  well  as  the  roof  of  his  mouth,  with  small  ulcers  ;  his  lips  were  also 
sore  and  puffy,  watery  vesicles  appeared  around  and  upon  them,  and 
these  in  the  course  of  the  disease  broke  and  formed  scabs.  The  disease 
having  yielded  somewhat  from  its  first  severity,  he  expressed  himself  on 
the  second  and  third  day  as  feeling  comfortable ;  there  was  no  pain  in 
the  lung  upon  taking  a  long  inspiration,  and  that  of  the  neck  tolerable  ; 
blistering  allayed  the  pain  in  some  measure.  His  pulse  varied  but  little. 
On  the  fourth  day  he  grew  restless,  dyspnoea  increased,  he  complained  of 
no  pain  anywhere,  but  of  a  general  and  distressing  oppression  indescribable. 
On  the  sixth  day  he  began  to  complain  of  severe  pain  over  the  region  of 
the  liver,  particularly  when  moved.  He  could  not  bear  pressure  upon 
any  part  of  the  right  hypochondriac  region.  Warm  fomentations  gave 
some  relief.  The  bowels  had  been  easily  moved  up  to  this  time.  Tymr- 
panitis  came  on.  pulse  intermitting,  feeble,  and,  as  at  first,  135.  A  con- 
sultation resulted  in  no  relief  to  the  patient;  he  died  at  half  past  10  on 
the  night  of  the  7th  inst. 

Inspection  of  the  body,  twelve  hours  after  death,  assisted  by  Dr.  James 
Ayer.  A  promise*  had  been  given  to  the  friends  that  the  brain  and  spinal 
column  should  not  be  disturbed. 

Abdomen. — -The  intestines  were  very  much   distended   \^  ith   air,  but 
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appeared  healthy.  The  hvi-r  was  very  inucli  hypeitiophie'l,  but  did  not 
appear  to  he  ahered  in  its  structure.  The  ijall-hladder  was  lull  ol"  hile  and 
of  unusual  luaguitude.  The  kidneys  were  also  enlar»;ed,  but  not  other- 
wise diseased.  Tlio  j)anc*r<?as  mucli  smaller  than  usual,  shrunk,  of  a  light 
yellow  color,  and  al)out  tliret-  (juartt-rs  of  an  inch  \s  idc.  Tiie  s[)le('n  was 
natural,  as  well  as  the  other  parts  in  the  abdomen. 

Thorax. — The  lungs  were  paler  than  natural,  nearly  white,  and  with- 
out any  of  the  black  specks  usually  seen  upon  them.  There  was  a 
small  old  adhesion  of  the  lower  lobe  of  the  ri^ht  luu'^  to  the  pleura  cos- 
talis.  Tliere  was  but  little  indication  of  recent  inflammation,  no  effu- 
sion, upper  lobe  of  riojht  lung  slightly  injected  ;  in  other  respects  no- 
thing remarkable.  Tlie  heart  was  large  and  rounded  in  its  shape. 
There  were  about  three  ounces  of  serous  fluid  within  the  pericar- 
dium. Having  removed  the  heart,  and  while  holding  it  in  the  hand, 
a  narrow  fibrous  substance,  between  three  and  four  inches  long  and  three 
quarters  of  an  inch  wide,  hung  over  the  ei\ge  of  the  pulmonary  artery. 
This  was  drawn  out,  and  was  evidently  a  polypus.  Its  attachments 
were  very  slight.  Upon  laying  open  the  right  ventricle,  another  polypus, 
and  of  a  much  larger  size,  was  found  attached  by  a  thin  pedicle,  a  little 
below  the  commencement  of  the  pulmonary  artery.  This  was  also 
fibrous,  of  a  circular  form,  two  inches  in  diameter,  and  about  one  third  of 
an  inch  in  thickness.  The  left  ventricle  had  nothing  unusual  in  it,  with 
the  exception  of  some  enlargement  of  the  columnie  carnae.  The  endo- 
cardium did  not  present  any  unusual  redness,  or  traces  of  former  inflam- 
mation. That  a  chronic  inflammation  existed  in  the  pericardium,  is  rea- 
sonable to  suppose,  from  the  unusual  quantity  of  fluid  found  within  the 
membrane.  It  was  suggested  by  Dr.  Ayer  that  the  blanched  state  of  the 
lungs  might  have  arisen  from  the  circulation  of  the  blood  through  the 
pulmonary  arteries  being  impeded  by  the  polypi,  as  one  of  them  appear- 
ed to  hang  loosely  within  the  artery.  There  was  enlargement  of  the 
side  of  the  heart,  probably  owing  to  the  increased  effort  of  the  ventricle 
to  expel  the  blood. 

What  makes  this  case  peculiarly  interesting,  is  the  absence  of  the  usual 
symptoms  attending  disease  of  the  heart  during  life.  The  patient's  at- 
tention was  at  no  time  directed  to  the  cardiac  region,  by  palpitation,  pain, 
'  or  any  particular  uneasiness  in  the  part.  He  had  more  or  less  uneasiness, 
(and  sometimes  amounting  to  pain)  for  a  number  of  years,  in  the  cervical 
vertebrae.  This  had  troubled  him  much  for  three  months  previous  to 
death.  His  attention  was  generally  directed  to  the  right  and  left  hypo- 
chondriac regions,  and  particularly  over  the  situation  of  the  kidneys,  and 
until  two  days  previous  to  death,  he  complained  of  more  general  oppression 
and  malaise  than  pain.  There  was  severe  pain  over  the  whole  extent  of 
the  liver  towards  the  close,  and  lancinating  by  the  least  motion.  The 
pulse  through  the  whole  time  of  attendance  on  him  was  quick,  small,  ir- 
regular and  unresisting.  The  patient  had,  according  to  the  statement  of 
his  wife,  always  been  very  susceptible,  the  nervous  system  easily  excited;, 
and  he  was  subject  to  fainting. 


(  -nj)  ) 

nu     JOHNSTONS  REPOKT   ON   DIl    HUCK'S   PAPFJl. 

[Coinumiifniftl  tor  llic  Hosion  Medical  uriil  .Surgical  Journal.— Sec  pp.  229,  249,  and  289  ] 

TiiK  ininoilly  ol  llu'  committee  to  whom  was  rcfoncd  tlu;  paper  of  Dr. 
Buck,  Ix'Lis  l<>avi'  to  report — That  in  reviewing!,  the  paper  alkided  to,  u  t;  arc 
lorccil  to  admit  that  l)oth  a  priori  reasoi)iii<^  and  tlie  Ihets  iip(;ii  record  are 
strongly  opjiosed  to  the  indiscriminate  use  of  large  doses  of  (juininc  in  the 
treatment  of  disease^ — that  the  cause  of  death  in  repeated  instances  lias 
heen  traced  dirtHUly  to  immense  doses  of  quinine.  In  view  of  this  fact 
alone,  a  prudent  physician  would  unhesitatiniily  decide  against  the  intro- 
duction of  a  practice  which  has  proved  repeatedly  fatal.  In  this  decision 
it  will  he  seen  that  the  committee  have  taken  the  hroad  ground  occupied 
hy  Dr.  B.'s  report,  to  wit,  the  abuse  of  large  doses  of  quinine  in  the 
treatment  of  disease,  not  of  fever  nor  of  rheumatism,  still  less  of  the  fever 
of  Florida,  but,  we  repeat,  of  disease  generally. 

In  the  report  read  by  Dr.  Miller,  we  have  seen  that  the  writer  has 
confined  his  remarks  to  the  use  of  large  doses  of  quinine  in  fevers,  espe- 
cially those  of  Florida.  He  has  therefore  taken  a  totally  different  ground 
from  Dr.  B.  It  has  been  said  that  the  paper  read  before  the  National 
Institute  hy  Dr.  Van  Buren,  had  reference  to  quinine  in  the  fevers  of 
Florida  ;  but  as  this  committee  was  appointed  to  report  upon  a  different 
paper,  we  do  not  see  the  propriety  of  discussing  the  merits  of  another 
which  we  have  not  had  the  opportunity  of  perusing,  and  of  the  facts 
contained  in  which,  we  know  nothing. 

The  question,  then,  as  regards  the  treatment  of  malarial  fevers  of 
Florida  and  of  southern  climates,  is  one  of  great  interest  and  importance  ; 
but  the  committee  would  recommend  that  all  further  discussion  upon  this 
abstract  question  be  deferred  until  the  facts,  now  in  the  possession  of  the 
Surgeon  General,  be  put  before  the  medical  public,  to  be  duly  weighed 
and  analyzed.  It  would  be  premature,  as  we  conceive,  for  one  who 
has  not  seen  these  fevers  of  Florida,  to  decide  for  or  against  large  doses 
of  quinine  in  their  management.  Fevers  are  modified  and  even  changed  in 
character  by  climate,  &ic  ;  and  hence,  while  a  disease  at  the  North  would 
require  one  dose  of  a  medicine,  at  another  place,  the  same  susceptibility 
not  existing,  a  larger  dose  might  be  required.  The  ordinary  dose  of 
opium  is  one  grain  ;  but  who  does  not  know  how  much  of  this  drug  must 
be  given  in  delirium  tremens  before  its  narcotic  effect  is  produced.  While, 
therefore,  large  doses  of  opium,  indiscriminately  given,  are  hazardous,  in 
delirium  tremens  they  are  looked  upon  hy  many  as  indispensable.  Reason- 
ing from  analogy,  then,  it  is  not  im])0:5slble  that  large  doses  of  quinine, 
though  generally  hazardous,  may  still  become  indispensable  in  some  one 
disease  as  it  manifests  itself  in  a  particular  climate. 

In  conclusion,  the  undersigned  would  respectfully  request,  that  until  the 
Department  is  placed  in  possession  of  facts  upon  which  to  base  an 
opinion,  the  committee  may  be  excused  from  reporting  upon  the  bold 
practice  pursued  hy  the  Army  surgeons  in  the  treatment  of  the  continued 
fevers  of  Florida.     All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

W.  P.  Johnston. 


(  380  ) 

A   aUKSTION    OF   LEGITIMACY. 

Our  friend,  Professor  Cobb,  1ms  lately  been  consulted  respecting  a  case 
involving  a  question  of  paternity,  which  came  up  not  long  since  in  one 
of  the  courts  of  a  Southern  State.  The  facts  stated  are  as  follows : — A 
white  woman,  the  wife  of  a  planter  of  wealth  and  respectable  coimec- 
tions,  gave  birth  to  a  male  child  of  so  dark  a  complexion  that  unpleasant 
suspicions  were  awakened  among  her  acquaintances.  Her  husband  died 
subsequent  to  the  birth  of  the  child,  and  after  remaining  a  widow  four 
or  five  years  she  again  married.  A  doctor,  it  seems,  in  an  evil  hour, 
charged  her  with  incontinence,  alleging  that  "  she  had  given  birth  to  a 
mulatto  child."  Upon  this  an  action  for  slander  has  been  brought,  and 
is  still  pending,  the  jury  having  failed,  on  the  first  trial,  to  agree  on  a  ver- 
dict. Nine  doctors  appeared  as  witnesses,  who  expressed  opinions  widely 
variant  touching  the  merits  of  the  case. 

It  was  proved  that  the  first  husband,  the  alleged  father  of  the  boy, 
was  a  man  of  fair  complexion,  being  of  German  extraction,  but  that  his 
mother  and  two  of  his  uncles  were  dark  like  the  child,  and  that  his 
family  in  Germany  were  descended  from  the  Gipsies.  It  was  further 
stated  in  the  trial,  that  during  the  pregnancy  of  the  mother  with  this 
child,  she  was  repeatedly  frightened  by  reports  of  "  negro  insurrections." 

The  appearance  of  the  boy  is  described  as  remarkable.  His  surface 
presents  different  shades  of  color,  the  chest  and  axilla  being  nearly  white, 
while  the  abdomen  is  dark,  the  change  occurring  abruptly  and  being 
marked  by  a  well-defined  line.  The  glans  penis  "  is  quite  blue,"  while 
the  other  parts  of  the  genital  organs  are  of  the  complexion  of  the  gene- 
ral surface.  The  boy  has  been  growing  gradually  whiter  since  birth  ; 
"  his  hair  is  nearly  straight — a  little  curled,  but  not  kinked  ;"  his  feet  and 
ankles  present  nothing  of  the  negtx)  peculiarity  ;  his  whole  appearance 
might  suggest  the  thought  that  he  was  the  ''  product  of  a  white  woman 
and  a  mulatto  man."     Such  is  the  description  of  the  boy's  physiognomy. 

It  was  proved  by  the  defendant  that  the  character  of  the  plaintiff  had 
not  been  above  suspicion,  and  that  criminal  connection  with  her  carriage- 
driver  had  been  possible,  if  not  probable. 

Some  of  the  questions  upon  which  the  medical  witnesses  differ  are 
thus  put  by  Professor  Cobb's  correspondent : — 

'•  Is  not  a  mulatto  from  a  white  woman  darker  than  one  from  a  black 
woman  ? 

"  Are  there  any  anatomical  or  physiological  signs  by  which  negro 
blood  miiijht  with  certainty  be  detected  ? 

''  Is  it  not  usual  for  mulattoes  to  grow  darker  instead  of  whiter  ? 

''  Would  you  place  any  reliance  upon  the  color  of  the  glans  penis  ? 

"  Do  you  think  it  possible  that  a  ncevus  matcrni  could  cover  nearly 
the  whole  body  ? 

"  Do  you  think  it  possible  for  color  to  show  itself  in  the  third  and  fourth 
generation  ? 

"  Do  you  know  of  any  mode  of  bleaching  by  which  the  skin  might  be 
rendered  white  :" 
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The  narrator  Is  one  of  the  nitu'  iiuHlIcal  witnesses  in  tliis  suit,  and  is 
evidently  very  inueh  perplexed,  lli;  says,  "It  lias  been  my  niislortune, 
since  1  commenced  tiie  practice  of  physic,  to  be  called  upon  to  give  evi- 
dence in  many  cases  of  medical  jurisprudence,  but  never  before  in  one 
so  dinicult  as  this." 

Tlie  gallantry  of  our  distinguished  colleague,  no  doubt,  will  tempt  him 
to  lean  to  the  side  of  the  lady  and  the  legitimacy  of  her  oflspring,  and 
the  following  facts  in  the  case  will  support  him  in  that  opinion,  namely, 
that  the  hoy  has  been  growing  whiter  since  his  infancy  ;  that  he  is  want- 
in«i  in  the  chamcteristics  of  the  negro  race  about  the  h63el  and  ankle  ;  that 
be  is  descended  of  the  Gipsies,  in  whom  the  dark  complexion  is  a  heredi- 
tary quality  ;  and  that  some  of  his  ancestors  were  as  black  as  himself. 
Siiil  it  must  be  admitted  that  these  proofs  are  not  conclusive  of  the  purity 
of  blood,  and  the  question  is  one  which  it  may  be  impossible  to  place 
beyond  the  reach  of  controversy.  Nature  in  her  operations  in  this  ob- 
scure walk  seems  not  to  be  governed  by  very  settled  laws.  Thus  we 
are  told  of  an  English  woman  married  to  a  black  man,  of  whom  the  off- 
spring was  quite  black  ;  and  of  a  similar  case  in  which  the  child  re- 
sembled the  mother  in  faiiness  of  features,  the  whole  skin  being  white, 
"  except  some  spots  on  the  thigh  which  were  as  black  as  the  father." 
White,  in  his  work  on  the  Gradation  of  Man,  mentions  a  more  remarka- 
ble case — that  of  a  negress  who  had  twins  by  an  Englishman,  one  being 
perfectly  black,  with  short,  woolly,  curled  hair,  the  other  white  with  hair 
resembling  that  of  a  European.  Beck,  in  his  Medical  Jurisprudence,  has 
more  cases  going  to  show  the  difficulty  of  establishing  any  universal  rule 
on  the  subject.  Parental  likeness,  in  the  estimation  of  Lord  Mansfield,  is 
one  of  the  strongest  arguments  in  favor  of  legitimacy.  In  a  case  which 
came  before  him  involving  this  question  he  said,  "  I  have  always  consid- 
ered likeness  as  an  argument  of  a  child  being  the  son  of  a  parent,  and 
the  rather  as  tlie  distinction  between  individuals  in  the  human  species  is 
more  discernible  than  between  other  animals.  A  man  may  survey  ten 
thousand  people  before  he  sees  two  faces  exactly  alike,  and  in  an  army  of 
ten  thousand  men  every  man  may  be  known  from  another.  If  diere 
should  be  a  likeness  of  feature,  there  may  be  a  difference  in  the  voice, 
gesture  or  other  characters ;  whereas  a  family  likeness  runs  generally 
through  all  of  these  ;  for  in  every  thing  there  is  a  resemblance,  as  ol  fea- 
ture, voice,  attitude  and  action."  This  test,  we  should  suppose,  might 
avail  in  the  case  under  consideration. 

But  Lawrence  in  his  Lectures  cites  many  facts  going  to  show  that  the 
above  law  of  transmitted  likeness  is  not  without  exceptions.  He  re- 
marks :  "  Children  do  not  always  resemble  their  parents  ;  and  hence  we 
have  occasionally  persons  produced  in  each  race  with  charactei's  ap- 
proaching those  of  the  other  races.  Among  the  white  races  of  Europe, 
scattered  instances  of  individuals  with  skins  nearly  as  dark  as  those  of 
the  Mongols  or  South-sea  Islanders,  are  not  unfrequent.  I  lately  saw 
a  girl,"  he  continues,  '•'  whose  dark-olive  skin  and  jet-black  hair,  very 
much  like  those  of  a  Chinese,  joined  to  English  features,  made  me  sup- 
pose that  there  was  some  mixture  of  blood  ;  it  turned  out,  however,  that 
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her  parents  were  botli  Enf^lisli  ;  the   mother  dark,  hut  not  of  so  deep  a 
tint  as  the  dau^diter,  and  the  lather  fair." 

Our  memory,  liappily,  I'urnislies  us  with  hut  one  sohtary  case  in  which 
children  were  horn  of  a  wliite  woman  by  a  black  man,  and  in  this  the 
otisprini^  were  rather  bright  mulattoes,  partaking/  in  the  usual  degree  of 
the  characters  of  the  two  races.  Such  instances,  we  are  convinced,  are 
ot  rare  occurrence  ;  and  we  hope  that  the  lady  involved  in  the  vexatious 
suit  to  which  we  referred  at  the  betrlnning  of  this  article',  will  be  able  to 
satisfy  the  jury  and  society,  that  her  unlucky  hoy  inherits  his  dark  skin 
from  ancestors  at  least  as  respectable  as  the  Gipsies. —  Western  Journal 
of  Medicine  and  Surgery. 


PARTIAL   STAGNATION   OF   THE   CAPILLARY    CIRCULATION. 

By  Jas.  Crawford,  M.D.,  Montreal. 

I  WAS  called  a  few  years  ago  to  attend  a  gentleman  of  this  city,  who  had 
been  sutFering  for  some  time  previously  from  extensively  ulcerated  sore 
throat,  and  severe  pains,  the  consequence  of  ill-managed  secondary  syphilis. 
His  constitution  was  broken  down,  between  the  disease  and  the  injudi- 
cious and  irregular  use  of  mercury,  and  his  spirits  much  depressed  from 
his  long  illness. 

I  prescribed  for  him  restoratives,  as  sarsaparilla  and  quinine,  and  treat- 
ed the  ulceration  of  the  throat  by  local  applications  ;  under  which  plan 
he  soon  began  to  improve.  In  the  beginning  of  October  (about  a  month 
after  my  attendance  commenced)  he  became  affected  with  occasional 
painful  tingling  sensations  in  his  feet,  like  those  which  accompany  the  re- 
turn of  the  natural  temperature  to  a  part  after  being  very  cold  ;  the  parts 
affected  became  of  a  dark  blue  or  purple  color,  accompanied  with  stiff- 
ness and  swelling  ;  after  a  short  space  of  time  the  sensation  subsided,  and 
the  color  disappeared,  to  return  next  day,  on  his  getting  out  of  bed  ;  in 
general  these  attacks  only  came  on  once  a  day,  but  occasionally  they 
were  more  frequent.  The  hands  became  similarly  affected,  and  in  a 
short  time  the  tip  of  the  nose,  prominence  of  the  cheeks  and  ears,  were 
in  like  manner  affected  ;  detached  patches,  resembling  purpura,  and  tu- 
meiactions  like  erythema  nodosum,  appeared  on  different  parts  of  the 
thighs  and  arms  ;  these  latter  also  occasionally  assumed  the  blue  color  for  a 
short  time,  like  the  other  parts,  and  experienced  the  disagreeable  tingling 
sensation,  but  again  resumed  their  red  color,  as  it  disappeared.  Gentle 
friction  was  very  serviceable  in  shortening  the  attacks,  and  cold  had  evi- 
dently great  influence  in  inducing  them.  Although  the  general  circula- 
tion was  languid,  there  was  no  irregularity  in  the  heart's  action  ;  the  affec- 
tion evidently  depended  on  a  partial  stagnation  of  the  blood  in  the  capil- 
laries. Although  the  exciting  cause  was  not  so  manifest,  under  the  plan 
pursued  the  ulceration  in  the  throat  healed,  and  his  general  health  be- 
came restored  ;  and  in  about  three  months  he  was  convalescent,  and  ap- 
parently free  from  his  "  morbus  caeruleus."  At  this  time  he  drove  out 
for  a  short  distance  from  town,  on  a  pleasant   mild  day,  when  before  his 
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roHirn  his  faro  liad  IxTomo  roiiipldcly  bluo,  and  evon  darker  tiian  that  of 
tlui  worst  rlu)l(Ta.  to  tlio  n;rcat  siirpriso  of  thos(i  who  saw  him.  An  old 
<*xpcri(.Mic(.'(l  pliysician  visited  him  out  of  curiosity,  and  admitted  tliat  he  had 
never  seen  such  a  case  hefore.  Sta<;uatlon  of  the  hlood  in  the  ea|)illari(!S, 
and  ev(Mi  traniirene,  oceasionallv  follows  had  fevers,  and  other  dehilitat- 
iui;  diseases,  or  it  may  be  conse(|uent  on  old  age,  or  the  peculiar  morbific 
operation  of  (M'got  ;  but  cases  of  partial  and  temporary  stagnation,  like 
the  present,  I  am  inclined  to  think  are  very  rare. 

Dr.  (iraves  notices  a  consequence  somewhat  similar  to  the  above,  which 
followed  a  fever,  of  a  very  severe  type,  in  Dublin,  in  which  the  nose, 
toes  and  finiTei*s  became  blue  and  painful,  but  unaccompanied  with  ting- 
ling or  swelling  ;  there  was  desquamation  of  the  part,  and  a  surrounding 
red  margin  or  line  of  demarcation.  These  cases  all  terminated  fatally. 
He  also  mentions  a  case  of  blueness  of  the  fingers,  arising  from  long  and 
frequent  exposure  of  the  hands  in  cold  water.  Although  the  pathological 
state  of  the  capillaries  may  be  somewhat  similar  (if  not  identical)  in  these 
cases,  it  is  not  so  easy  to  explain  how  the  stagnation  in  this  case  was  in- 
duced in  detached  patches,  at  no  great  distance  from  the  centre  of  the 
circulation,  while  the  exciting  cause  at  the  same  time  was  not  so  manifest. 
Dr.  Graves  admits  the  difficulty  of  explanation  of  the  rationale,  and  1 
willingly  follow  his  example. — Brit.  Amer.  Jour,  of  Med.  Science. 
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Medical  College  of  Georgia. — Whenever  we  hear  from  this  institution, 
its  prosperitv  constitutes  one  of  the  items  of  information.  For  some 
veers  past,  the  growth  of  the  College  has  been  such  as  to  gratify  all  who 
are  interested  in  the  dissemination  of  medical  science.  On  the  3rd  of 
March,  thirty-three  students  were  graduated.  An  address,  delivered  by 
the  Rev.  T.  W.  Brantly,  Jr.,  on  the  occasion,  was  a  production  well  cal- 
culated to  impress  the  class  and  the  people,  with  that  feeling  of  mutual 
responsibility  that  exists,  and  must  ever  exist,  between  the  practitioners 
of  medicine  and  those  who  look  to  them  for  relief  in  the  trying  moments 
of  sickness  and  the  stern  approaches  of  death.  One  of  the  hnppy  sug- 
fiestions  in  the  discourse,  which  we  recoo-nize  as  the  work  of  a  ihorough 
scholar,  a  philanthropist,  and  a  faithful  divine,  is  the  following: — "  And, 
(jentlemen,  permit  me  to  say  in  conclusion,  that  the  recognition  of  Divine 
Providence,  which  I  now  urge  upon  your  notice,  is  not  a  simple  confes- 
sion of  his  existence,  and  goodness,  and  power.  It  is  an  humble  submis- 
sion to  his  claims.  It  is  a  consecration  of  your  lives  to  his  service.  Let 
it  not  be  your  condemnation  that  linrht  has  come  into  the  world,  but  grate- 
fully receive  and  follow  its  briixhtness.  It  will  present  to  you  a  most  intimate 
and  interesting  connection  between  the  present  and  future  world.  It  will 
guide  vour  feet  in  paths  of  peace;  it  will  teach  you  to  derive  ail  the  im- 
portance of  time   from  eternity;   it   will    dart   its   cffulcrence  through  the 
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gloomy  vale    of  tie  ith,  ivil   (li:jp!ay  to  your  astouidlied    view  the   celestial 
paradise,  blooming  and  brightening  under  the  smiles  of  infinite  love," 


Febrile  CaUricity. — I;i  the  June  and  October  Nos.  of  the  Western 
Journal  of  Medicine  and  Snrixery,  of  1S44,  miy  he  found  the  expfri- 
niental  researches  of  Bennet  Dowier,  M.D.,  of  New  Orleans,  upon  Febrile 
Caloricity.  Every  page  of  the  article  is  creditable  to  the  patient  and  in- 
genious autlior  ;  and  we  are  at  a  loss  to  know  why  his  observations  have 
not  been  more  extensively  circulated.  There  is  sucli  a  diversity  of  opin- 
ion in  regard  to  fevers,  that  only  here  and  there  a  fearless,  independent 
medical  philosopher  presumes  to  rake  open  the  expiring  embers  ot 
any  once  popular  theory.  U  Dr.  Dowler  would  revise  and  enlarge  this 
able  paper,  and  send  it  into  society  in  the  form  of  a  genteel  volume,  he 
would  be  sure  of  good  quarters  in  all  the  standard  medical  libraries, 
though  he  might  not  realize  a  fortune  from  the  sale.  Dr.  Dowler  pursues 
the  only  true  way  of  arriving  at  the  truth — by  actual  experiment,  and  we 
hope  he  may  not  only  resume  but  enlarge  the  sphere  of  his  investigations. 


Artificial  Ann. — Mr.  Plielps,  of  this  city,  known  as  an  ingenious 
constructor  of  trusses,  abdominal  supporters,  and  other  useful  apparatus, 
completed  an  artificial  arm  last  week,  for  a  lady  in  Maine,  that  is  an  ad- 
mirable substitute  for  the  lost  member.  lie  took  a  cast,  in  plaster,  of  the 
limb  on  the  left  side,  and  then  matched  it  in  wood.  The  elbow  works  de- 
lightfully ;  the  wrist  has  both  flexion  and  rotation,  and  all  the  fingers,  and 
even  the  thumb,  which  has  the  true  ball  and  socket-joint,  are  so  skilfully 
made,  that,  when  gloved,  no  gentleman  who  was  permitted  to  take  her 
arm  under  his  own,  would  mistrust  that  it  was  a  wooden  one.  Nearly 
half  the  arm,  from  the  shoulder  down,  was  preserved  for  a  stump,  which 
slips  into  a  socket — and  tbe  whole  is  made  fast  and  kept  up  in  place  by 
attachments  to  a  thoracic  belt,  analogous  to  common  stays.  By  the  stump, 
any  direction  the  lady  chooses  can  be  given  to  the  extremity ;  but  the 
flexion  and  extension  is  adroitly  brought  about  by  the  other  hand. 

We  regard  the  contrivance  in  the  light  of  a  very  valuable  appendage, 
since  symmetry  is  preserved,  and  the  lady  can  carry  an  indispensable  as 
gracefully  on  the  tip  of  one  of  her  second  crop  of  fingers,  as  she  ever 
dangled  it  on  one  of  the  old  ones.  While  viewing,  with  astonishment,  the 
beauty  and  perfection  of  this  specimen  of  Mr.  Phelps's  imitative  power,  a 
fragment  of  an  antique  ballad  came  to  mind  :  — 

"  Nature  teacheth,  was  the  text 

Of  ancient  Hippocrates, 
Bnt  we  shall  beat  old  Nature  next, 

The  force  of  art  so  great  is." 


Male  Nurses. — In  this,  as  in  all  other  cities,  there  is  a  class  of  middle 
aged  women  who  become  general  nurses,  from  the  force  of  circumstances, 
viz.,  their  own  necessities  ;  and  it  is  somewhat  remarkable  that  there  is 
always  a  scarcity  of  good  ones.  If  there  were  from  twenty  to  thirty  well- 
bred,  prudent,  trustworthy,  industrious,  middle-aged  men  in  Boston,  who 
would  exclusively  set  themselves  apart  to  be  nurses  of  their  own  sex,  we 
fully  believe  they  would  have  constant  employment  and  derive  a  handsome 
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income  from  tlieir  labors.  Invalids  of  all  orders  ahound  in  thickiy-Rettlcd 
towns,  wlio  require  the  kind  of  assistance  which  n  male  nurse  could  alone 
rnidor.  We  siijxcjost,  therefore,  that  the  oxperirnent,  at  least,  should  bo 
undertaken  of  tryin<r  to  hav(»  business  in  this  way.  There  is  one  solitary 
man  nurse  in  Boston — a  person  who  lias  (jualified  himself  for  dressing 
ulcers,  lifting  and  ini)vini;,  with  tenderness,  heavy  and  diseased  people, 
and  he  appears  t<»  be  in  constant  recpiisition.  The  one  who  happens  to 
secure  his  services  is  considered  in  luck.  Physicians  would  be  j(lad  to 
know  tliat  they  could  always  have  such  kind  of  nurses  to  call  upon,  in 
those  cases  where  there  would  be  a  manifest  impropriety  in  obliging  a 
female  to  be  in  attendance. 


Book  of  Prudential  Revelations. — One  of  the  bibliographical  curiosi- 
ties of  the  aire,  with  the  above  as  part  of  its  title,  by  A.  De  Fontaine, 
M.D.,  was  laid  before  us  last  week.  After  a  general  examination  of  its 
three  parts,  we  are  totally  at  a  loss  to  decide  upon  a  method  of  approach- 
ing the  interior  of  the  Golden  Bible  of  Nature  and  Reason,  another  part 
of  the  author's  title.  Surely,  it  is  a  book  of  extraordinaries.  Jt  abounds 
in  facts,  strangely  arranged  and  qucerly  expressed.  Prose  and  poetry, 
wisdom  and  vanity,  are  spread  out  without  stint.  That  Dr.  De  Fontaine 
is  no  common  man,  is  apparent  throughout  the  book.  We  also  infer  this 
from  the  circumstance  that  the  following  lines  are  incorporated  with  the 
text  of  this  unique  production  by  the  author  himself: — 

"  Sufferers,  look  up !  lo,  the  magician  stands, 
With  nature's  balsam  in  his  honored  hands  : 
No  longer  pine !  but  rescued  from  the  tomb, 
See  on  your  cheeks  perennial  roses  bloom  ; 
Then  thus  relieved,  exult  in  grateful  strain, 
And  shouting,  bless  your  savior,  great  Fontaine .'" 


Midivifcry  Forceps. — A  gentleman,  of  acknowledged  mechanical  in- 
genuity, is  constructing  a  new  kind  of  forceps.  The  instrument  differs 
essentially  from  those  in  common  use,  by  having  a  moveable  fulcrum,  in- 
stead of  a  lock-joint.  If  any  advantages  arise  from  this  peculiarity  of 
mechanism,  and  it  is  admitted  by  experienced  accoucheurs  that  the  prin- 
ciple introduced  may  be  an  improvement — the  inventor  will  point  them 
out  when  he  submits  the  finished  specimen  to  the  professional  public. 


American  Homoeopathic  Institute. — In   view  of  the  great   congress   of 
liomccopathic  practitioners,  which  is  to  meet  at  Liepsic  in  Germany,  Aug 
lOth,  Dr.  Constantine   Herring  was  appointed  by  the  American  Institute- 
at  its  second  annual   session,  in  New  York,  on  the  14ih,  to  represent  the, 
homcDopathists  of  the  United  States. 


Great  Malformation  of  the  Heart ;  a  single  Auricle  and  Ventricle. — 
**  During  the  first  six  weeks  of  life,  the  child  (the  subject  of  the  present 
case)  seemed  to  thrive  perfectly  well  ;  but  then  the  breathing  became  difl^- 
cult,  and  the  surface  of  the  face  and  body  exhibited  a  bluish  hue.  At  six 
months  she  was  seized  with  convulsions,  which  were  followed  by  hemiple- 
gia of  the  right  side.     This,  however,  gradually  became  less  and  less,  and 
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eventually  the  young  suflerer  rtcovered  so  well,  that  she  could  walk  about 
with  euse,  after  the  right  teudo-Achillis  (which  had  become  contracted) 
was  divided  by  M.  Scoutteten.  The  dyspna'a  and  cyanosis  were  always 
increased  upon  any  exertion  ;  the  blue  tint  was  more  prononre  on  the 
rio^ht  sida.  In  her  Gth  year  the  <(irl  died  from  an  attack  of  bronchitis. 
Dissection  : — The  substance  of  tlie  two  ventricles  of  ihe  heart  was  nearly 
of  the  same  thickness  throughout.  The  septum  was  almost  entirely  want- 
ing, there  being  no  trace  of  it  except  at  the  lower  part.  The  orifice  of 
the  pulmonary  artery  was  separated  from  that  of  the  aorta  only  bv  a  small 
spur,  which  formed  the  upper  part  of  the  circumference  of  the  inter-ven- 
tricuhir  opening.  'J'here  was  only  one  auriculo-ventricular  orifice,  com- 
mon to  the  two  ventricles  and  two  auricles.  These  last-named  cavities 
were  separated  from  each  otiier  by  a  thin  septum,  which  did  not  reach  as 
far  as  this  orifice,  and  therefore  was  incomplete.  The  forajinm  Botalii 
also  was  so  open  as  to  admit  the  point  of  the  little  finger.  Thus  it  was 
that  a  free  communication  existed  not  only  between  the  cavity  of  the 
ventricles  and  that  of  the  auricles,  but  also  from  one  auricle  to  the  other. 
The  auriculo-ventricular  orifice  was  provided  with  a  large  triangular  valve, 
that  was  attached  to  the  anterior  three-fourths  of  its  circumference,  and 
fixed  at  its  apex  to  columnae  carnae  on  the  posterior  part  of  the  ventricular 
parietes.  A  ^q\\  columnai,  proceeding  from  both  ventricles,  were  attached 
to  the  two  lateral  borders  of  the  valve. 

**  In  this  case,  therefore,  although  there  were  distinct  vestiges  of  four 
cardiac  cavities,  we  may  fairly  say  that  the  heart  was  simple — i.  e.,  con- 
sisting; of  one  ventricle  and  one  auricle — as  it  exists  in  Batrachian  animals. 
The  presence  of  a  single  auriculo-ventricular  orifice  can  leave  no  doubt 
on  this  point." — Mcdico-Chiruroicul  Review. 

Injiammation  of  the  Semilunar  Values  of  the  Pulmonary  Artery. — A 
girl  of  18  was  brought  in  a  dying  state  to  the  great  hospital  of  Vienna. 
It  was  ascertained  that  from  her  earliest  infancy  she  had  a  very  feeble 
constitution,  was  thrown  into  a  state  of  extreme  weakness  on  the  smallest 
exertion,  which,  indeed,  often  brought  on  fainting.  When  in  that  state 
lier  face  became  swollen  and  her  lips  livid.  More  lately  she  had  been 
subject  to  palpitations,  whicli  were  more  especially  excited  on  ascending  a 
stair,  and  often  terminated  in  syncope. 

Several  ounces  of  a  dark  but  transparent  serum  were  found  in  the 
pericardium.  The  heart  was  double  its  usual  size,  and  a  considerable 
(]uantity  of  fat  covered  its  right  margin,  and  the  transverse  auriculo-ven- 
tricular groove.  The  vena^  cav;e  and  the  right  auricle  were  dilated  and 
hypeitrophied  to  an  extraordinary  degree.  The  ventricles  of  the  heart, 
but  especially  the  right  one,  were  much  hypertrophied.  The  tricuspid 
and  bicuspid  valves  were  converted  on  their  free  edge,  into  a  cartilaginous 
substance,  covered  with  nutnerous  vegetations.  The  semilunar  valves  of 
the  pulmonary  artery  bore  deep  traces  of  distinct  inflammation.  They 
were  thickened,  rigid,  cartilaginous,  and  of  a  yellowish-grey  color. — Ed- 
inburgh Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Deaf  and  Dumb  A.'iylum,  Hartford. — The  number  of  pupils  the  last 
year  has  been  greater  than  ever  before — amounting  in  the  course  of  the 
year  to  16*2 — 88  males  and  74  females.  Of  these,  25  were  supported  by 
the  State  of  Maine,  16  by  New  Hampshire,  17  by  Vermont,  4(i  by  Massa- 
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chusctts,  '29  l)y   ConiKM-tirnt,  :]   l)y   South  Caroliiin,  5  by  Gnor<Ti;i,  and  21 
i)y  tlicir  own  IVioiids.      Of  tlio  latKT,  7  b(;loii<r  to   tlio  IJnlisli  Provinces  of 
Nortli  America. 

iMr.  Weld  (ri\cs  a  particular  and  intrrosiiuir  account  of  his  visit  to  the 
J)cat' and  J)uiul)  instilulions  in  Kuroj)e.  One  ol  the  ohj(;ct.s  which  the 
Directors  had  in  view  in  sendiiifr  abroad,  was  to  inquire  as  to  the  extent 
and  vabio  of  the  articulation  tauf^ht  in  certain  of  tlic  European  schools 
for  tlie  deaf  and  (hunb.  Tiie  result  of  Mr.  Weld's  observation  is,  that 
tiiis  system  (the  German,  tlie  one  in  practice  in  this  country  is  the  French) 
is  not  suited  to  the  taste  or  the  wants  of  our  country.  One  objection  is 
that  it  requires  double  the  number  of  teachers.  Those  persons  who 
were  not  l)orn  deaf,  and  retain  in  some  degree  the  articulation  they  ac- 
tjuired  before  becoming  deaf,  and  those  who  have  still  some  discriminate 
hearing,  are  the  only  classes  who  can  derive  any  especial  benefit  from 
the  system. 

Medical  Mi^rrllanif. — A  Doctor  McDowell  is  agent  of  Capt.  Fremont's 
exploring  and  surveying  expedition  to  the  Bay  of  San  Francisco  and  the 
Francis  Drake  river. — Dr.  Cutler's  establishment  at  Pepperell,  Mass., 
which  has  a  tried  reputation  for  the  successful  management  of  the  insane, 
having  passed  through  various  improving  processes,  will  soon  be  ready 
again  to  receive  patients. — The  papers  say  that  Dr.  Whitney,  of  Dedham, 
Mass.,  has  made  a  new  eyelid  from  the  forehead,  for  a  young  man  who  had 
one  burnt  off  18  years  ago. — In  consequence  of  stepping  upon  a  nail,  which 
was  forced  up  into  the  foot  of  a  horse  recently  at  Dedham,  lock  jaw  was 
produced,  of  such  a  hopeless  character,  that  the  poor  animal  was  put  to 
death  from  the  promptings  of  humanity.  This  is  the  first  case  of  the 
kind,  probably,  on  record. — Intermittent  fever  has  been  the  severest  dis- 
ease the  missionaries  have  had  to  contend  with  at  Kolongsoo,  China. — 
Four  Brahmins,  of  high  caste,  have  arrived  in  England,  for  the  purpose  of 
studying  medicine. — A  coroner's  jury,  at  Newburg,  N.  Y.,  brought  in  a 
verdict,  death  by  lobelia,  in  the  case  of  a  man  who  died  under  a  certain 
treatment. — Dr.  Lawson,  Surgeon-General  of  the  U.  S.  Army,  has  been 
appointed  one  of  the  visiters  of  the  Military  School  at  West  Point. — 
Measles  is  uncommonly,  though  not  fatally,  prevalent  at  Monrovia,  Africa. 
— Dr.  Albert  C.  Cook  has  discovered,  in  Washington  Co.,  Ala.,  the  bones 
of  a  fossil  monster  104  feet  in  length. — Of  a  class  of  210  students  at  the 
Medical  College  of  Ohio,  the  late  term,  47  received  the  degree  of  M.D. 
— The  juice  of  the  mistletoe  berry  is  announced  as  a  remedy  for  facial 
neuralgia,  applied  as  a  plaster,  thus — the  expressed  and  concentrated 
juice,  one,  mixed  with  yellow  wax,  two  parts. — Dr.  H.  Campbell's  ad- 
dress before  the  Fayette  Co.  Pennsylvania  Medical  Association,  has  been 
published. — M.  P.  Benaid,  of  Caen,  on  examining  the  carcase  of  a  por- 
poise, cast  on  shore,  found  the  left  lung  almost  entirely  filled  with  tuber- 
cles;  hence  it  is  supposed  that  cetacea  may  die  of  phthisis. — Creosote  is 
considered,  by  Dr.  Thornton,  the  most  eflectual  application  for  curing 
najvi  niaterni. — In  London  tliere  are  2,157  medical  practitioners. 

Number  of  rteatha  in  Boston,  for  the  week  endina  June,  7,42— Mnles, 23  ;  Females,  19.     Stillborn,  4. 

Of  couHUinplion,  7— scarlet  fever,  4— delirium  tremens,  1— worms,  !  — dropsy  in  ibe  head,  6— brain 
fever,  2— epilepsy,  1— lung  (ever,  1  — old  «;:♦•,  3— upople.xy,  1  — rliild-ln  d,  1— lock  jhw,  1— debility,  1  — 
pleuriHV,  I— typlius  fever,  3— bilious  fever,  2— dropsy,  1— brain  fever,  1— hooping  cough,  1— dibeuse  of 
the  kidnevH,  1 — piierpt;r«l  fever,  1  — dinraHe  of  the  liriiin,  I. 

Under  5  years,  12— between  5  and  20  yeurb,  b— between  20  and  60  years,  15— over  60  jear8,7. 
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AssafittUta  a  Preutntive  of  Measles. — In  the  fal!  of  1842,  rubeola 
prevailed  in  this  region  of  country  in  a  form  unusually  aj^gravaied.  Rea- 
sons existed  with  me  why  I  should  be  peculiarly  anxious  to  keep  the  dis- 
ease out  of  my  family,  none  of  whom  had  ever  had  the  measles,  and  as 
assufcetida  had  been  mentioned  as  possessed  of  prophylactic  virtues,  I  re- 
solved on  givint(  that  article  a  trial.  Accordingly  1  made  a  saturated  tinc- 
ture of  it,  of  which  1  took  a  table-sj)oonful  three  times  a  day,  at  the  same 
time  carrying  a  lump  of  assdftctida  in  my  pocket,  and  swallowing  small 
pieces  of  it  occasionally.  I  was  particular  to  take  it  in  some  of  these 
forms  just  before  visiting  a  case  of  measles.  My  family  also  made  free 
use  of  the  remedy.  Among  others  I  attended  the  following  cases,  during 
which  time  I  was  exposed  to  the  disease : — 

1.  I  was  called,  October  llth,  to  see  Mrs.  D.,  whom  I  found  covered 
with  the  eruption  of  measles,  and  suffering  from  high  fever,  nausea  and 
vomiting.  In  a  minute  examination  which  I  made  of  all  the  features  of 
the  case,  I  was  fully  exposed  to  the  infection,  and  having  up  to  this  time 
been  quite  susceptible  to  contagious  affections,  I  supposed  I  had  the  best 
chances  to  take  measles  from  my  patient.  But  nothing  of  the  sort  oc- 
curred. 

2.  October  16th,  I  was  called  to  visit  the  child  of  Mr.  J.  M.,  with 
measles;  I  remained  in  the  house  during  the  night  following,  and  examin- 
ed a  case  of  measles  in  a  negro,  in  addition  to  the  case  of  the  child. 

3.  October  20th,  I  visited  Mrs.  W.  with  measles,  and  found  her  also 
in  labor.  The  eruption  was  fully  established,  and  was  attended  with  high 
febrile  excitement,  but  notwithstanding  these  unpleasant  circumstances, 
the  labor  progressed  favorably,  and  in  a  short  time  she  was  delivered  of  a 
well-grown  child,  and  healthy  in  every  respect,  except  that  it  was  covered 
with  measles.  I  was  necessarily  much  about  the  patient  during  her  labor, 
but  nevertheless  escaped  her  disease,  and  thus  passed  through  the  epi- 
demic without  contracting  it.  The  mother  and  child  in  this  case  both 
did  well. 

I  might  speculate  on  these  facts,  but  will  leave  that  task  to  others. 
If  my  experience  of  the  powers  of  assafcetida  in  this  respect  should  be 
confirmed,  the  discovery  will  be  valuable.  The  point,  however,  requires 
additional  investigation.  In  medicine,  everything  depends  upon  experi- 
ence. Accident  has  placed  in  our  hands  many  of  our  most  precious 
remedies,  which,  probably,  when  first  proposed,  commanded  but  slight  at- 
tention, and  awakened,  if  not  violent  opposition,  or  merciless  ridicule,  at 
best  only  feeble  expectations.  But  bark,  mercury,  iodine,  and  the  vac- 
cine virus,  are  agents  the  potency  of  which  in  their  appropriate  maladies, 
no  one  now  questions,  although  no  one  professes  to  be  able  to  explain 
their  mode  of  curing  or  preventing  disease. — Dr.  R.  B.  H.\rper  in  West- 
ern 31edical  Juurnal. 


Singular  Effects  of  Calomel. — Dr.  Ashmead  related  to  the  Philadelphia 
College  of  Physicians  the  case  of  a  patient  under  his  care,  to  whom  an 
ordinary  dose  of  calomel  was  given  as  a  purgative,  and  followed  by  a  dose 
of  magnesia — who,  soon  after  taking  the  calomel,  was  seized  with  symp- 
toms similar  to  those  resulting  from  poisoning  with  corrosive  sublimate. 
He  was  treated  by  the  usual  antidotes  and  remedies  indicated  in  such 
cases,  and  recovered. 
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[Concluded  from  page  377.] 

Respectinp.  the  class  of  diseases  termed  Neuroses,  there  must  necessarily 
be  more  doubt,  as  we  are  unable  to  bring  the  microscope  to  our  aid  in 
investigating  the  abnormal  condition  of  the  vital  fluid;  still,  analogy  and 
a  few  well-established  facts  are  sufficient  to  incline  us  to  the  belief  that 
the  sa:i.c  law  holds  true  also  here.  The  neuroses,  it  is  well  known,  are 
much  more  apt  to  be  developed  when  the  body  is  not  in  a  vigorous  con- 
dition. There  has  been  considered  to  be  a  sort  of  antagonism  between 
the  vascular  and  nervous  systems,  since  when  the  former  is  depressed 
the  latter  is  in  a  highly  sensitive  condition.  1  believe  it  a  correspond- 
ing  stale,  and  not  an  antagonizing  one.  It  certainly  demands  tonics  for 
its  relict*.  We  accomplish  the  cure  by  filling  the  vessels  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible with  rich  blood,  and  temporarily  by  the  exhibition  of  stimulants. 
In  deliiium  tremens  we  make  use  of  nervous  stimuli;  particularly  of 
those  which  will  act  upon  the  brain.  Alcohol,  therefore,  in  tolerably  free 
doses,  is  very  efficient.  Opium,  also,  guiac,  ether,  assafoetida,  ammonia,  are 
all  useful.  In  epilepsy  our  practice  has  been  in  a  measure  empirical,  un- 
less we  have  been  able  to  find  the  cause  of  the  commotion  in  the  sys- 
tem, and  have  been  obliged  to  resort  to  remedies  known  to  possess  a  tonic 
action  upon  the  nerves.  Nitrate  of  silver,  ammoniated  copper,  electro- 
magnetism,  zinc,  arsenic,  are  among  the  most  efficient,  and  not  sedatives 
as  conium  and  prussic  acid,  which  would  be  the  case  if  there  was  excess 
of  action.  Apoplexy,  though  getting  to  be,  is  not  yet  generally  well  un- 
derstood. To  it  I  have  directed  close  attention  for  some  years,  since  it 
is  a  disease  extremely  common,  carrying  off  annually  many  of  the  noblest 
of  theJand.  I  am  convinced  that  it  is  strictly,  in  the  majority  of  con- 
gestive cases,  a  disease  accompanied  with  loss  of  tone  in  some  tissue  or 
portion  of  the  brain,  particularly  of  that  generating  the  nervous  fluid  or 
influence.  It  is  not  inflammatory,  for  the  amount  of  fibrine  in  the  blood, 
as  shown  by  Andral,  is  often  below  the  normal  quantity.  It  follows  ex- 
hausting efforts,  occurs  among  those  whose  vital  powers  are  injured  by 
age  and  excessive  feeding,  or  more  commonly  among  the  broken  down, 
poorly  clothed  and  fed,  as  in  our  almshouses  ;  among  these  latter  it  is 
much  more  unmanageable.  It  occurs  oftenest  during  the  oppressive  heat 
of  summer  or  the  intense  cold  of  winter,  and  frequently  follows  hearty 
meals,  when  the  stomach  is  called  upon  to  perform  unusual  work.  It 
n)ay  be  asked,  why  do  we  bleed?  It  is  not  because  this  remedy  is  di* 
20 
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rectly  curative,  excepting  in  cases  (lependin<r  upon  hypertrophy  of  the 
lieart  or  obstruction  from  sonu;  mechanical  cause.  It  may  he  omitted  in 
many  cases  without  the  danger  apprehended,  and  an)on«^  the  jMX)r  and 
(lehilitated  is  generally  injurious.  Yet  it  frequently  is  of  service,  just  as 
intlammation  hy  removing  the  congestion,  while  specific  stimuli  complete 
the  cure.  One  of  our  most  elHcient  agents  in  the  treatment  of  this  dis- 
ease is  croton  oil.  It  has  specific  powers.  Ai)oplexy  has  frequently, 
perhaps  almost  alw  ays,  its  exciting  cause  in  the  deranged  action  of  some 
ol  the  abdominal  viscera  or  their  t{overnin«r  nerves.  Some  debilitatino: 
cause  acting  there,  involves  the  brain  secondarily.  The  powerful  stimu- 
lus of  the  oil  acts  frequently  in  a  most  prompt  and  satisfactory  manner, 
even  before  the  bowels  are  aflected  by  it.  Here  is  an  instance.  A  wo- 
man, who  had  at  various  times  been  deranged,  and  always  of  feeble  in- 
tellect, was  seized  with  a  slow  fever,  strongly  resembling  some  of  the 
obscure  inflammations  of  the  brain.  Her  brother,  a  very  intelligent  man, 
suspected  this  to  be  the  case.  It  appeared  to  me,  the  difficulty  prima- 
rily lay  in  the  deranged  state  of  the  abdominal  viscera.  1  saw  her  only 
at  considerable  intervals,  and  by  a  neglect  of  her  nurse  the  bowels  were 
not  j)roperly  attended  to.  Early  one  morning,  information  was  brought 
me  that  she  had  a  fit.  She  was  lying  in  a  complete  apoplexy,  with  ster- 
torous breathing.  Of  course,  as  this  state  had  supervened  on  a  long  fe- 
brile condition,  it  seemed  to  me  a  hopeless  case.  However,  three  drops 
ot  croton  oil  w  ere  placed  on  the  tongue.  In  a  few  minutes  it  operated 
as  an  emetic,  and  she  ejected  faecal  matter  by  tlie  mouth.  Her  apoplexy 
vanished  at  once,  and  she  was  soon  convalescent. 

I  have  seen  all  the  symptoms  of  apoplexy  supervene  immediately  after 
fliinting,  lasting  but  an  instant.  Such  a  case  occurred  to  me  only  a  few 
days  since,  while  examining  a  maniacal  patient.  The  pulse  was  full  and 
hard,  seeming  to  indicate  the  lancet.  A V bile  preparing  to  swallow  a  purga- 
tive portion,  he  fainted  ;  he  was  laid  on  the  floor,  stertorous  breathing 
followed  for  a  moment,  w hen  he  leaped  up  and  took  his  medicine  without 
hesitation.  The  same  thing  I  witnessed  in  a  lad  whom  I  was  vaccinat- 
ing lately.  His  fainting  was  followed  by  an  instantaneous  ajx)plexy,  and 
this  by  consciousness.  Three  yeai"s  since  1  was  called  to  see  a  middle-aged 
woman  with  apoplexy.  There  was  sufficient  fulness  and  hardness  of 
pulse  to  justify  bleeding,  nor  was  she  feeble  and  broken  down.  A  few 
ounces  were  taken,  but  the  symptoms  seemed  to  become  rather  -worse. 
She  rapidly  recovered  under  the  use  of  ammonia,  valerian  and  iron. 
She  still  remains  hemiplegic,  and,  singular  as  it  may  seem,  is  unable  to  ])ro- 
nounce  any  syllable  except  no,  which  she  uses  with  a  nod  when  she  means 
yes,  and  it  is  brought  into  requisition  on  all  occasions.  A  precisely  simi- 
lar case  has  fallen  under  rny  observation  since  then,  w  here  that  mono- 
syllable was  the  only  word  which  could  be  pronounced.  Graves  mentions 
a  similar  case  in  his  clinical  lectures. 

A  plethoric,  short-necked  gentleman,  weighing  at  least  250  pounds, 
who  had  long  been  looked  upon  as  a  candidate  for  apoplexy  by  every 
one,  was  seized  \vith  a  fit  six  years  ago.  1  found  him  lying  in  his  hall 
upon  the  floor,  in  a  completely  comatose  slate.     Cold  water  was  freely 
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ajjjj'iicd  lo  llii'  head  \\\  a  s(j-c:ijii,  rind  as  l)is  j)iil-;('  was  cMrciiicIv  Jiill  and 
stmng,  a  \ciii  wiis  opi'iird  111  r\ic\\  aim-  Soon  Ik-  rc\i\iMl  ;iii(|  rccot/'nizcd 
his  iVltMids.  In  aUoiil  half  an  liour  ■AVA\\  luIicliinL!;  (jIiIic  iimsr-h^N  of  tlu? 
liicc  could  he  seen,  a  xiolciil  ronviilsion  ensued,  lollou cd  |)v  slcrlor  and 
C(JMV|)l«'l<'  apoplexy.  Two  years  aller  lie  had  another  aUack,  and  was 
fi'cciy  hied  ;  (lurinL^  llir  cowrse  of  the  cnsuiiiL^  tweniy-fnur  lioniv  he  had 
fourteen  dlllerenl  convidsive  attacks,  each  foll()\v<:d  hy  apoplexy  .  ('ro- 
lon  oil  u  as  of  service,  hut  what  was  (^sjJccially  useful  was  the  oil  of  \a- 
Icrian,  which  speedily  rcslon.'d  him  after  llie  first  dose.  His  ])ladd(3r 
was,  hi)we\(>r,  paralyztul  for  a  week.  A  year  after  he  liad  another  attack, 
\i\\{\  ihon^li  his  pulse  was  fwll  and  strong,  yet,  knowin<r  how  (jiiick  it  felt 
the  previous  hleedin^rs,  I  was  deterred  from  its  repetition,  and  as  he  vaa\\(\ 
not  swallow,  administered  an  injection  of  hrandy.  lie  w;is  soon  enahled 
to  take  th(^  valerian  by  mouth,  and  made  a  speedy  recovery.  Whenever 
threatened  with  an  attack,  which  is  amiounced  hy  a  feverisli  state  of  the 
system^  and  dulness  of  mind,  valerian  and  zinc  (juickly  restore  tl[ie  bound- 
iji^T  pulse  to  its  natural  standard.  WIhmi  last  year  absent  from  the  city, 
with  bis  wife,  he  had  an  attack,  and  it  was  with  the  «ri-eatest  difficulty 
sbe  could  prevail  upon  the  medical  attendant  to  delay  the  use  of  the  lan- 
cet until  the  remenlies  he  had  been  accustomed  to,  might  be  tried  ;  be 
made  a  bappy  xecovery,  and  conlinue^s  well  lo  this  day. 

For  several  years  j)ast  I  have  been  much  less  in  the  babit  of  bleeding 
extensively  after  the  development  of  an  attack,  but  resort  earlier  to,  and 
jely  more  upon,  remedies  calculated  to  stimulate  tbe  bowels  and  excite 
the  action  of  the  brain,  ajid  can  say,  with  most  satisfactory  results, 
compared  with  the  strict  antiphlogistic  treatment  recommended  by  llie 
earlier  writers  of  this  century. 

Inilammatory  rbeumatism  partakes  of  tbe  cbaracter  of  a  neurosis  and 
inflammation.  The  treatment  generally  adopted  is  to  diminish  the  amount 
of  blood  by  venesection,  the  fibrine  by  calomel,  and  then  perhaps  colcbi- 
cum  alone,  or  with  th(.'  other  agents,  or  antimony.  But  other  remedies 
may  be  used  at  an  early  period,  particularly  if  the  attack  is  Hgbt,  sitcb 
as  mezereon,  guiac.  and  bark,  whose  operation  is  upon  the  nervous  or 
3'ascular  tissue  as  specific  stimuli.  In  the  latter  stage  of  tbe  disease 
tonics  are  universally  allowed  to  be  the  remedy. 

In  many  of  the  neuroses,  accompanied  by  a  poor  state  of  tbe  blood, 
iron  restores  its  vigor,  and  this  indirectly  stimulates  the  nervous  structure 
by  a  free  supply  of  oxygen  to  the  whole  body.  It  Is,  therefore,  a  remedy 
In  all  sorts  of  neuroses,  just  as  mercury  is  in  all  tbe  pblegmasiae. 
It  is  not  strictly  specific  in  its  action.  Colchicum  seems  to  possess 
the  property  of  coustringing  tbe  capillaries  of  tbe  fibrous  tissues, 
and  particukuly  the  glandular  structure  of  the  kidneys,  or  that  portion 
which  presides  over  the  elimination  of  uric  acid,  and  it  is  to  this 
double  property  it  probably  owes  its  usefulness  In  rbeumatism.  Tur- 
pentine is  somewhat  similar  In  Its  action  ;  it  is  also  an  excellent 
general  stimulant,  particularly  in  low  fevers,  wdiere  there  is  ulceration  of 
the  bowels  :  in  larger  doses  it  much  resembles  alcohol.  In  chorea,  when' 
there  is  a  disordered  state  of  the  bowels,  it  is  frequently  superior  to  iron. 
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and  is  hi^^hly  r.^commended  by  Dr.  Hunt,  of  Sir  Patrick  Dunn's  Hos- 
pital, Dublin.  It  is  one  of  tbe  best  reinedic^s  in  lumbajfo,  wbether  taken 
internally  or  applied  externally  ;  in  this  latter  nnanner  it  sometimes  re- 
moves the  pain  in  a  few  minutes. 

The  treatment  of  tetanus  has  been  ;;reatly  diversified,  but  it  seems  to 
me  tJiat  the  opinion  is  gainini^  ground  that  it  requires  a  treatment  of 
tonic  character,  and  1  am  confident  that  when  we  can  find  for  it  a  spe- 
cific tonic,  then  wt^  shall  have  satisfaction  in  its  treatment.  This  disease 
occurs  mostly  in  individuals  whose  nervous  systems  are  in  a  peculiarly 
irritable  state,  and  predisposed  to  be  thrown  into  confusion  by  a  proper 
exciting  cause.  This  state,  like  that  of  the  nervous  irritability  follo\s  ing 
sickness  and  exhaustion,  is  best  removed  by  tonics,  such  as  iron.  Ho- 
sack  found  wine,  in  large  quantities,  useful. 

There  is  some  specific  stimulant  property  in  the  iod.  potass,  not  gene- 
rally recognized.  It  is  of  known  efTicacy  in  hysteria,  and  from  its  remarka- 
ble and  truly  specific  action  in  two  cases  of  traumatic  hysteria  under  my 
care,  one  of  which  could  be  distinguished  from  tetanus  only  by  its  early 
symptoms,  I  am  led  to  hope  it  may  be  found  useful  in  the  more  severe 
form  of  the  malady.  It  is  a  well-marked  stimulant  to  the  periosteum, 
to  cartilages,  and  in  certain  cutaneous  diseases.  Its  anti-asthmatic  power 
is  probably  owing  to  its  peculiar  action  upon  the  mucous  membrane  of 
the  lungs  or  the  pneumogastric  nerve.  A  medical  gendeman,  living  in  a 
district  whore  the  disease  is  endemic  and  extremely  common,  says  most 
cases  yield  to  this  remedy,  but  he  sometimes  finds  the  nitrate  of  silver 
necessary.  The  action  of  these  two  agents  must,  then,  be  somewhat 
alike.  I  once  had  a  young  woman  under  my  care  for  spasmodic  asthma  ; 
her  attacks  were  extremely  severe,  and  painful  to  witness.  Gin  gave 
more  speedy  relief  than  any  medicine.  Electro-magnetism  will  relieve 
asthma  frequently  when  the  attacks  are  purely  spasmodic.  Hysteria,  in 
all  its  forms,  requires,  sooner  or  later,  a  tonic  or  stimulant  course.  Va- 
lerian, one  of  these  remedies,  seems  to  be  principally  confined  in  its  ope- 
ration to  the  part  of  the  brain  or  spinal  column  generating  the  nervous  fluid, 
and  it  is  most  singularly  efficacious  in  stopping  almost  all  varieties  of  con- 
vulsion, both  in  adults  and  infants.  The  oil  is  the  best  preparation  for 
this  purpose,  and  I  have  rarely  seen  it  fail ;  though  I  have  not  used  it  in 
cases  requiring  the  lancet  or  antimony,  until  these  had  been  tried.  In  the 
Retrospect,  Part  X.,  mustard  is  advised  in  cases  of  infantile  convulsion, 
and  from  the  nature  of  its  oil  1  think  it  must  be  useful,  and  on  the  prin- 
ciple here  laid  down. 

Before  remarking  upon  narcotics,  or  medicines  so  classed,  I  wish  to 
say  a  few  words  respecting  pain,  which  is  intimately  connected  with  their 
operation.  What  this  may  be,  it  is  impossible  to  say,  except  that  it  is  the 
fulfilment  of  a  function  ;  it  is  an  action,  altered  from  the  state  of  perfect 
health.  Perhaps  it  is  impossible  to  state  wherein  consists  the  difference 
between  a  pleasurable  and  painful  sensation.  Pain  has  ever  been  con- 
nected, in  the  minds  of  men,  with  inflammation,  and  of  course,  accord- 
ing to  their  theoretic  view  of  this,  with  an  exalted  action  of  the  nervous 
fibrils  ;  but  the  theory  of  inflammation  being  overthrown,  as  it  completely 
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is,  tlio  «;ani('  will  pcrliiips  1>o  foiiiKl  tnac  rospcrtini^  llin  norv(Mis  systcrn 
when  iransniiiliii^  the  sensation  of  }Kiin.  ScvcmhI  af  iIjo  rntullctil  men  of 
(irreai  Britnin  seom  to  entertain  this  view,  and  to  loe  it  appears  quite 
rational.  If  a  person  receive  a  severe  hruis(j  upon  the  loot  or  lianti,  for 
a  moment  no  sensation  is  pere.eiverl,  the  parts  beini{  paraly7-<'cl  ;  lliis  is 
lollowed  hy  inereasini;  pain  for  a  short  tim<;,  and  tliis  <^ives  phiec^  to  re- 
turning ease,  as  vi«j;or  is  restored.  Have  we  a  right  to  say  tliiit  th<?se 
nervi^s,  l)iuised,  and  in  a  state  badly  to  fulfil  their  dntic^s,  are  acting  with 
uncommon  force  ?  or  is  a  nerve  compressed  under  the  nail,  as  when 
wounded  hy  a  sliver,  more  free  to  transmit  sensation  than  when  unhurt  ? 
It  appears  to  me  that  it  would  be  much  more  reasonable  to  suppose  there 
was  a  state  of  action  corresponding  to  tht;  disordered  state  of  the  tnins- 
mitting  organ.  We  cannot  call  this  paralysis  ;  this  is  a  distinct  ^tate  ; 
l)ut  may  it  not  be  a  peculiar  debility,  depending  upon  the  peculiar  or- 
ganization  of  the  sensor  portion  of  the  nervous  tissue,  in  other  words  a 
specific  debility?  The  power  of  transmitting  the  sensation  of  pain  is 
a  specific  endowment,  possessed  only  by  ceitain  nerves,  and  not  even  shared 
by  the  brain  ;  it  is  developed  only  when  some  portion  of  the  system  is 
reduced  below  its  healthy  state.  Consequently  a  condition  of  weakness  or 
disease  is  always  attended  with  pain,  which  is  excited  by  the  most  trivial 
causes,  such  as  would  make  not  the  least  impression  on  a  well  man.  If 
this  is  true,  perhaps  we  shall  find  pleasurable  sensations  depend  upon  an 
exalted  action  of  these  nerves.  All  organs  acting  in  a  perfect  manner, 
the  secretions  taking  place  in  a  normal  way,  give  a  feeling  of  glow  and 
vigor,  which  is  really  a  pleasurable  sensation.  It  may  be  asked,  theri, 
why  do  stimulant  applications  to  an  inflamed  surface  cure  the  inflamma- 
tion, if  it  produces  this  peculiar  condition  of  the  sensor  fibres  i  I  answer, 
that  the  stimulant  does  not  act  as  an  astringent  on  the  capillaries  for  some 
time,  for  they  are  enlarged  at  first,  during  the  excessive  smarting  of  the 
remedy,  and  relief  does  not  ensue  until  the  pain  has  begun  to  subside,  which 
takes  place  as  the  vessels  contract  under  the  influence  of  the  organic 
nerves.  The  pain  is  produced,  as  it  were,  by  a  surprise  of  the  nerves, 
before  they  are  re-in forced  from  the  fountain  <3f  their  power,  the  brain. 
Moreover,  this  tonic  action  upon  the  vessels  is  specifically  distinct  from 
the  irritation,  though  it  is  true  most  tonics  are  at  first  irritant,  but  all  irri- 
tants are  not  tonics,  as  antimony  applied  to  the  conjunctiva  when  in- 
flamed. Often,  however,  we  see  ulcers  of  the  cornea  and  other  parts  of 
the  body,  painful  upon  the  application  of  the  most  emollient  substances-, 
as  poultices,  lead,  solution  of  opium,  relieved  at  once  by  the  lunar  caus- 
tic. This  can  hardly  be  owing  to  a  cRJSt  formed.,  for  there  is  no  evi- 
dence of  this,  and  no  crust  or  varnish  would  pix)duce  so  sudden  relief;  nor 
is  it  due  simply  to  the  contraction  of  capillaries,  for  these  are  at  first 
rather  more  congested,  or  certainly  seem  to  be  quite  as  full  of  blood. 
The  phenomenon  is  quite  as  well  accounted  for  by  stipposing  a  specific 
stimulus  given  to  the  diseased  structure,  exactly  adapted  to  its  depressed 
■state,  and  bringing  it  up  to  a  healthy  condition. 

Why,  it  may  be  asked,  do  poultices  allay  pain  ?     Poultices   are  most 
useful  in  the  earlier  stage  of  inflammation.,  before  the  diseased  capillaries 


39 1  On  the  Modus  Oixrandt  of  Midlcinet. 

Imve  fully  yielded  to  the  exliaustiujj;  ciuis<'s.  At  ihls  lime,  a  [mj\n ciful 
sliiiuilus  ("OLild  not  be  iHcd,  bolli  from  dani^er  of  excitiui^  tlie  heart,  and 
inrreasing  the  pain  by  inltatioii.  Ovtr-stiniulation  is  to  be  guarded 
against,  since  it  wonUl  only  incn-ase  the  dKricully.  To  meet  ihi.-i  crisis, 
nothini^r  surpasses  th  •  |K)ullice,  uhich  by  lln'  •,^«miiIc  stimulus  of  heat  ^ives 
the  exact  tone  reqniivd,  arouses  the  jrhmdular  structure  of  the  skin,  whicli 
is  favored  in  it^  action  by  the  soflcnin*,^  elTect of  moisture  and  the  increased 
flow  of  blood  to  the  surface.  U  '^ivts  the  specific  d(^<,n-ee  of  excitement 
to  the  irritated  sensor  nerves,  adapted  to  their  present  circumstances,  for 
a  remedy  may  liave  a  s|)ecific  action  both  as  respects  its  nature  and  also 
as, respects  its  degree;  one  agent  giving  a  greater  degree  than  another, 
vet  both  agreeing  in  character.  Blisters  are  stimulant,  and  by  this  pro- 
perty, cure  a  scald  head,  an  erysi[)elas,  or  a  bubo  ;  flying  blisters  are 
highly  useful  in  the  latter  stages  of  typhus  fever.  When  applied  to  a 
surface,  as  the  thorax,  on  the  decline  of  pleurisy,  they  over-stimulate  the 
skin,  producing  inflanmiation — but  the  internal  parts  only  to  the  right 
degree  ;  thus  the  iiifl<unmation  seems  to  change  situations.  If  resorted 
to,  too  early,  there  is  a  stimulus  of  the  heart  which  is  injurious,  and  there 
is  a  great  generation  of  (Ibrine  in  the  blood.  Applied  to  an  extremity, 
they  are  sometimes  more  powerfully  excitant,  than  w  hen  near  the  part  ; 
this  takes  place  tlirough  the  agency  of  the  nervous  system,  just  as  apply- 
ing th«^  hands  to  the  fire  when  suftering  with  cold  sends  a  glow  over  the 
whole  body,  or  dipj)Ing  them  in  water  refreshes  the  whole  system  when 
surtering  with  the  heat  of  summer.  This  ai)plies  especially  to  nervous 
diseases,  for  in  the  inflammatory  I  have  ever  found  them  more  useful  ap- 
plied near  the  part,  unless  so  near  as  to  over-stimulate. 

Tlu'  following  is  a  case  illustrative  both  of  the  efiects  of  specific  tonics 
in  inflammation,  and  the  danger  of  over-stimulation  by  blistering.  A  wo- 
man, of  feeble  constitution,  injured  her  eye  by  lime.  She  neglected  it 
lor  several  days,  and  intense  inflammation  of  the  \s  hole  globe  had  set  in. 
It  was  relieved  by  the  usual  antiphlogistic  treatment,  including  mercury. 
Just  as  it  was  passing  olF,  1  directed  a  blister  to  be  put  behind  the  ear  ; 
she  put  it  on  the  temple,  close  to  the  eye.  The  inflammation  was  re- 
kindled with  double  fury,  the  cornea  became  infiltrated  with  pus,  all  sight 
was  lost,  and  there  seemed  not  the  slightest  hope  of  saving  the  eye,  the 
loss  of  which  would  have  been  deplorable,  as  she  had  lost  the  other 
in  early  life  from  smallpox.  In  despair,  I  gave  her  bark.  Its  effects 
were  wonderful  ;  in  a  fortnight  she  could  sew,  and  had  fully  recovered 
from  the  injury.     A  few  leucomatous  spots  were  all  that  remained. 

There  may  be  other  unknown  operations  of  this  powerful  agent,  but 
the  above  seem  to  me  satisfactory.  It  relieves  the  deep-seated  pain  by 
curing  the  disease  from  which  it  originates.  When  an  inflammation  is 
advanced,  we  do  not  find  poultices  longer  soothing,  but  cold  is  both  more 
pleasant  and  curative  by  its  diminishing  the  chemical  actions  on  which 
depend  the  phenomena  of  inflammation,  and  by  its  constringing  the  dis- 
tended capillaries.  When,  however,  cold  is  too  long  continued,  it  becomes 
sedative,  for  the  over-stimulated  parts  yield,  and  an  opposite  state  ensues, 
and  moreover  the  chemical  actions  are  delayed  on  which  depend  the  vi- 
tality of  the  part. 
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II  tlie  alK)vo  rcMiiarks  Ix;  tnu^  rcspcctini;  the  plicuornciia  of  pain, 
wc  have  a  clear  uxplaiiatioii  of  the  operation  of  narcotics,  each  being 
stiniuhint  to  the  nervous  structure  of  some  one  or  inor(^  of  the  tissues. 

Strychnine  is  known  as  an  irritant  to  the;  hrain  and  motor  cokimn  of 
the  spinal  marrow,  l)n(  it  also  srems  to  a('t  upon  that  part  secretin^^Mjr  ^ov- 
ernini;  the  nervous  fluid,  as  it  has  a  tendency  to  increase  the  (juantity 
ol  blood  in  the  brain,  Justus  turpentine  or  squills  increase  it  in  the  kidney. 
Nun.  vomica  produces  this  eftect  more  stronj;ly  than  strychnine.  Jt  is  to 
b(;  avoided,  therefore,  in  cases  of  inflammation  of  this  orijan,  just  as  diu- 
retics in  kidney  disease.  When,  however,  it  is  usf^d  at  a  time  whc^n  this 
congestion  is  not  })resent,  and  die  fluid  is  generated  or  acts  with  less  than 
common  activity,  it  is  valuable.  It  is  a  stimulant  and  irritant  to  the 
spinal  cord.  I  have  just  found  it  very  useful  in  a  case  of  great  agitation 
of  the  muscular  system,  from  irregular  nervous  supply.  It  has  been 
found  advantageous  in  certain  diseased  states  of  the  stomach,  arising  from 
loss  of  functional  power.  As  a  stimulus  to  nerves  of  sensation,  it  is  of 
little  use  ;  not  having  any  specific  relation  to  dieir  functions,  it  has  gene- 
rally, in  these  cases,  proved  quite  inefficient. 

Ergot  is  a  powerful  excitant  of  the  motor  tract  of  the  lower  portion  of 
the  spinal  marrowy  rousing  into  activity  the  organs  deriving  their  nerves 
from  this  region,  particularly  those  of  the  uterus  and  bladder.  It  is  true 
that  in  a  single  case,  it  is  said  to  have  produced,  in  a  large  dose,  a  paraly- 
sis of  the  lower  portion  of  the  body  of  a  dog,  but  this  effect  follow  ed 
over-stimulation,  w  hich  produces  exhaustion.  It  is  this  stimulant  property 
of  ergot  w^iich  we  seek  for,  while  we  neglect  its  sedative  effect  upon  the 
heart  and  brain. 

Veratria,  now  beginning  to  be  used,  is  proving  itself  an  energetic 
special  stimulant,  acting  more  particularly  upon  the  sensor  tract.  This 
effect  follows,  how^ever  it  may  be  administered. 

Aloes  acts  as  an  emmenagogue  by  stimulating  the  parts  concerned  to  as- 
sume their  proper  function,  and  yet  cures  menorrhagia  by  stimulating  the 
dilated  and  weakened  capillaries.  Dewees,  p.  153  of  his  work  on  dis- 
eases of  women,  mentions  a  case,  where  he  was  astonished  at  the  suc- 
cess of  hiera  picra  in  this  disease,  for  the  case  had  given  him  great  trouble. 
He  found  it  useful  after  this  in  other  instances,  and  the  cure  was  wrought, 
on  the  principle  here  laid  down,  of  specific  stimuli.  The  same  thing  re- 
sults from  the  use  of  ergot,  savine,  and  capsicum,  not  because  they  can 
produce  menorrhagia,  but  because  they  restore  the  tone  and  vigor  of  the 
diseased  and  weakened  vessels.  When  desirous  of  curing  a  dropsy,  if  it 
arises  fmm  want  of  secretion  in  the  kidney,  we  give  the  stimulants  specifi- 
cally acting  upon  this  part,  premising,  however,  venesection  and  calomel  if 
inflammation  be  present,  then  digitalis,  squills,  lyttae,  juniper,  hyd.  potass., 
all  possessing  this  ])eculiar  pow  er.  If  we  prefer  to  evacuate  the  fluid  by 
the  alimentaiy  canal,  we  give  jalap,  elaterium,  tart,  potass.,  he,  which 
stimulate  the  glands  of  this  region.  In  jaundice,  if  not  of  an  inflammatory 
character  or  depending  on  obstruction  of  the  ducts,  medicines  which 
stimulate  the  apparatus  for  the  secretion  of  bile  are  administered.  In 
many  cases  of  colic,  Hull's   pills,  a  compound  of  various  spices  and  a 
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stimulant  purgative  adapted  to  the  tissue  particularly  involved,  have  justly 
obtained  considerable  celebrity.  The  instances  cited  are  suflicient  to 
illustrate  my  view  ;  let  the  whole  range  of  diseases  be  run  through,  and  1 
am  confident  it  w  ill  only  strengthen  the  argument,  and  show  the  correct- 
ness of  the  general  rule. 

The  only  ditticulty  1  have  found  has  been  with  some  of  that  class  of 
remedies  acting  through  the  nervous  system,  and  whose  operations  cannot 
be  strictly  watched  ;  this  lies,  however,  not  in  anything  militating  against 
the  theory,  but  from  the  diflieulty  of  proving  the  ])osition.  1  believe, 
however,  that  all  of  them  owe  their  cmative  powers  to  some  specific 
property  of  stimulation,  and  that  their  sedative  power,  if  they  possess  any, 
is  rarely,  and  then  only  indirectly,  sought  for  by  the  ))hysician.  Digi- 
talis, for  instance,  acts  mechanically,  as  it  were,  upon  the  circulation, 
compelling  rest  in  its  central  organ,  and  yet  digitalis  has  been  much  over- 
rated as  a  curative  agent  on  this  organ,  and  is  less  used  than  formerly. 
Let  us  take  conium  :  its  operation  on  the  spinal  marrow  is  of  a  sedative 
character;  it  produces  convulsion?,  followed  by  paralysis,  ^\ithovU  sensi- 
bly affecting  the  sensor  tract.  Upon  the  glandular  structure  of  the  liver 
it  is  excitant,  being  one  of  our  most  energetic  chologogues ;  none  of  its 
effects  can  be  de])ended  upon  better  than  this.  Now,  on  Hahnemann's 
principle,  it  ought  to  cure  paralysis,  as  it  causes  it,  but  it  is  quite  useless. 
On  ordinary  principles  it  should  cure  convulsions,  as  it  causes  paralysis  ; 
but  it  v/ill  not,  and  the  reason  is  that  it  is  not  specifically  stimulant  to  the 
cord.  In  this  disease,  however,  we  do  find  benefit  from  valerian,  zinc, 
iron  and  ergot,  wdiich  are  tonics  to  this  part. 

Opium  has  a  specific  stimulant  property  in  reference  to  the  nerves  of 
sensation,  particularly  to  that  function  brought  into  exercise  in  the  trans- 
mission of  pain.  It  is  known  to  be,  in  small  doses,  stimulant,  ])roduc- 
ing  the  effects  of  spirit  or  wine.  The  Turks  make  use  of  it  to  stimulate 
the  genital  organs,  thinking  it  increases  voluptuous  sensations.  When  it 
is  taken  in  excess,  a  state  of  insensibility  is  produced  ;  but  we  have  no 
right  to  call  this  unknown  state  one  of  sedation,  unless  we  can  show  that 
the  similar  one  brought  on  by  alcohol  is  of  that  character  ;  yet  the  ope- 
ration of  brandy  is  very  similar  to  that  of  opium  in  allaying  pain,  but  we 
have  no  hesitation  in  calling  brandy  stimulant,  as  it  excites  the  heart. 
All  we  can  say  is,  that  in  heavy  doses  it  puts  the  brain  in  such  a  rela- 
tion to  the  mind  that  the  latter  cannot  act  upon  the  former. 

Illustrative  of  the  effect  of  s])irit  in  preventing  pain,  is  the  following 
case.  Having  occasion  to  remove  nearly  all  the  lower  lip  for  a  can- 
cerous disease  from  an  intemperate  man,  I  found  him  well  prepared  for 
the  operation,  having  fortified  himself  with  an  extra  i^lass  or  two.  No 
marble  could  have  been  more  passive  during  the  incisions  ;  not  a  mus- 
cle moved,  nor  did  a  sigh  escape  him.  Yet  he  was  not  intoxicated,  but 
his  nervous  system  was  too  much  excited  to  feel  as  keenly  as  when  in 
perfect  sobriety.  He  only  wondered  that,  as  it  hurt  so  little,  he  had 
never  had  it  done  before.  The  nitrous  oxide  gas  has  been  used  in  quite 
a  number  of  cases  by  our  dentists,  during  the  extraction  of  teeth,  and 
has  been  found,  by  its  excitement,  perfectly  to  destroy  pain.     The  pa- 
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lieiUs  a[)|)('ar   very  iiu'rry  during  the  operation,  and  no  un[)leasant  eftects 
follow. 

But  v\i'\\  if  opium  in  tli(\so  largo  doses  is  sedative,  \  answer  that  it 
does  not  inililat(*  against  this  theory,  since  we  do  not  use  the  dos(.'S  ])ro(]uc- 
ing  nareolisni,  to  cure,  hut  may  sometimes  to  j)roduce  temporary  relief. 
It  may  he  replied,  that  narcotism  does  sometimes  cure,  as  in  cases  of  de- 
lirium tremens.  It  is  not  narcotism  which  does  it;  that  follows  the 
declino  of  the  disease;.  But  delirium  tremens  is  certaiidy  attended  with 
dehility,  and  a  sedative  will  not  cure  it ;  therefore  o))ium  is  not  a  seda- 
tive. It  stimulates  the  irritated  nervous  system,  bringing  it  nearer  to  a 
state  of  health,  ilyoscvamus  is  a  sedative  to  tlui  hrnin  and  nervous  sys- 
tem in  ])arl,  particularly  the  motor;  hence  in  large  doses  it  will  produce 
delirium  tremens,  but  being  a  sedative  it  will  not  cure  the  disease,  in  spite 
of  the  doctrine  of  Hahnemann.  WIumi  in  this  malady  opium  i)roduces 
sleep,  it  prevents  the  waste  of  the  vital  powers,  allowinir  an  accumula- 
tion of  it  in  the  systeu).  The  enormous  doses  of  this  drug  formerly 
given,  are  not  nearly  as  ellicacious  as  smaller  ones  combined  with  the  {viiQ 
use  of  spirits  or  ammonia,  a  practice  pursued  in  the  Blockley  Hospital  at 
Philadelphia,  and  which  in  my  hands  has  been  very  successful.  This 
practice  sooner  brings  the  system  up  to  the  standard  of  health,  leading  to 
quiet  and  refreshing  sleep.  No  medicine  is  so  stimulant  to  the  specific 
function  of  the  sensor  nerves,  and  none  equals  it  as  a  tranquillizer  of  pain. 
Camphor  exhilarates  the  mind,  and  in  large  doses  excites  the  pulse.  It 
is  as  a  stimulant  that  it  proves  so  useful  in  subsultus  tendinum,  result- 
ing from  the  exhaustion  of  fever.  It  stupefies  like  opium,  and  may  thus 
quiet  pain,  but  its  specific  effect  on  the  sensor  nerves  is  less  marked,  for 
it  has  less  relation  to  tiiis  system.  Camphor  will  relieve  strangury,  and 
is  commonly  resorted  to  for  this  purpose  ;  yet  in  an  over  dose  it  has  oc- 
casionally produced  the  same  thing,  and  I  have  seen  the  same  in  a  mark- 
ed degree  from  an  over  dose  of  morphine.  Camphor  relieves  this  state,  . 
not  by  producing  a  similar  disease,  but  by  its  stimulating  the  mucous 
membrane,  and  particularly  the  nerves  of  sensation,  in  this  w^ay  proving 
vastly  superior  to  turpentine  and  lyttai,  both  of  which  are  much  more 
likely  to  cause  a  strangury,  but  have  no  power  at  all  of  relieving  it  in 
any  dose.  In  bilious  colic  its  combination  with  ether,  will,  just  as  Hull's 
pills  and  for  the  same  reason,  prove  very  useful.  It  is  by  no  means  im- 
probable that  the  narcotic  drugs  operate  upon  the  nervous  system  just  as 
stimulants  upon  the  vascular.  Dr.  Billing  and  Dr.  Young  hold  opinions 
somewhat  similar,  though  1  was  not  aware  of  the  fact  until  after  writing 
the  above. 

There  is  no  phenomenon  more  dlfiicult  to  be  accounted  for,  than  that 
of  convulsions.  In  itstilf  it  appears  to  indicate  neither  excess  nor  diminu- 
tion of  nervous  energy  ;  it  seems,  however,  to  result  from  an  irritability, 
which  is  best  treated  by  invigorating  remedies.  It  may  arise  from  the 
loss  of  some  principle  of  vitality  in  the  spinal  cord,  which  allows  the 
nervous  ener^n^  'j-enerated  in  or  emanating  from  the  brain,  to  act  with  un- 
wonted  force.  Muller  says,  page  661,  "  It  appears  necessary  to  direct 
attention   to  the   fad,  that   any  sudden   change   in    the  condition  of  the 
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nerves  of  muscles,  by  whatever  cause  it  be  produced,  is  productive  of  A 
shock  to  tint  uuiscles.  The  closini^  or  interruption  of  tfie  galvanic  circle, 
sucliltTi  destruction  of  the  nervous  tissue,  burnin«(,  chemical  influence, 
meclianlcal  stretching-,  and  all  such  influences,  appear  to  ;L!;lve  an  impulse 
to  the  impondeiahle  principle  of  the  nerves,  by  which  either  a  current  or 
oscillation  of  il)at  principle  towards  the  muscle  is  excited,  whether  the; 
external  influence  heighten  or  depress  the  vital  energy  of  the  nerves  them* 
si'lves.  Hence  muscular  contractions  may  attend  any,  even  the  most 
feeble  state  of  the  vital  forces,  the  nervous  principle  being  capable  of 
such  motion  or  oscillation,  as  excites  the  niuscles  to  action,  when  any 
change  is  produced  in  the  state  of  the  nerves,  even  thoutrh  the  activity 
ol  the  nervous  principle  is  upon  the  point  of  being  annihilated.  We 
have  here  the  opportunity  of  verifying  the  law  laid  down  in  the  Prolego- 
mena, that  excilaiion  is  perfectly  different  from  augmentation  of  the  vital 
forces,  that  an  jinimal  system  may  be  stimulated  to  death,  and  that  even 
the  narcotic  substances  (the  altcrantia  ncrvina)  which  have  the  property 
ol  producing  so  great  a  change  in  the  nervous  matter,  may  give  rise  to 
symptoms  of  initatlt)n  or  excitation,  while  they  destroy  the  vital  property 
ol  the  nerves."  We  have  a  constant  tremor  and  convulsive  state  in  a 
muscle  cut  across.  This  energy  of  the  muscle  is  derived  directly  from 
the  blood,  and  the  obstruction  of  its  supply  produces  paralysis  ;  the 
nerves  lake  to  this,  messages  from  the  brain,  and  it  responds  to  any  com- 
munication. Animals  bled  to  death,  die  convulsed,  and  this  action  is  con- 
tinued after  deatli.  I  had  prepared  more  on  this  subject,  but  finding 
this  opinion  of  Muller  so  apropos  to  the  purpose,  [  have  quoted  it, 
merely  adding  that  my  opinion  is  strengthened  by  his  view,  and  I  will 
leave  the  matter  resting  on  his  authority. 

VVe  can  now  hardly  attribute  this  state  of  things  to  undue  generation 
of  nervous  power,  but    rather   everything  tends  to  show  a  depressed  state 
ol  this  system   of  nerves,      i  think,  then,  we  may  class   strychnine  as  an 
irritant  of  the  n\otor  tract   of  the   cord,  or  the  motor  centre  of  the  brain, 
and  it  is  for  this  reason  that  its  effects  are  especially  felt  upon  the  diseased 
side  in  paraplegia,  a  phenomenon   which  has  created  much   speculation, 
since  a  part  in  a  weakened   state   more   quickly  feels  an  irritant  than  one 
that  is  well  and  endued    with    the  powers  of  resistance.     In    tetanus   the 
muscles  are  freely  supplied   with   blood,  allowing  them  to   draw  from  the 
fountain  all  that  is  necessary  for  their  contractility  ;  the  diseased   motor 
tract  indicates  gr^^at  irritability,  and  the  slightest  external  causes  are  suffi- 
cient to  excite  pertm-bation    throughout  the  system  of  the  former.     Is  not 
this  irritability  leading  to  convulsive  action,  in  a   motor  nerve,  the  saine 
condition  of  that  nerve  as  pain  of  a  sensor?     If  to  this  latter  an  irritant 
be;    applied,    pain    is    produced  ;    if  to  the   optic   the   same   irritant   be 
applied,    we   have  the  sensation  of  light  ;    if    to   a   nerve    of   motion, 
spasm  results.     It  not  unfrequently  haj)pens  that  in  puerperal  convulsions, 
the  woman  feels,  as   it  were,  a  metastaslis  of  pain  fiT)m  the  uterus  to   the 
liead,  and    this  is  instantly  followed   by   spasms.     Severe  pain,  it  is  well 
known,  frequently   induces   convulsions.     This  view   is  borne  out  by  the 
results  of  practice.     Many  of  the  nervines  calculated  to  relieve  pain,  are 
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also  usoiul  ill  tlu;  nMnoviil  of  convulsions.  Val(.*rian  cuifs  both  iiystcuic 
pains  and  spasms  ;  opium  and  camphor  do  the  same.  This  state  of  the 
motor  and  sensor  nerves  I  have  endeavored  to  show  is  reli(n'ed  hy  stimuli 
adapted  lo  their  especial  organization,  and  if  1  have  failed,  I  helievc  it 
is  not  owinu;  to  want  of  truth  on  my  side,  hut  lo  tin;  dillicully  of  ol)- 
lainini^  full  proof  of  iIk^  operation  of  medicines  on  the  nervous  system'. 
Thou«,di  there  may  he  some  ohscurity  :u-o(nid  some  parts  of  this  theory,  1 
am  confident  it  will  dispel  the  crowd  of  diflicullies  attendin«;  (;very  other. 
1  hope  the  assistance  of  others  will  be  nmdered  in  developing  this  tiuth,  if 
indeed  it  be  one. 

As  respects  two  of  the  doctrines  of  ITalmcmann,  that  diseases  have  their 
ori<;in  in  syphilis  and  the  itch,  and  that  infinitesimal  doses  have  an  action 
on  disease,  I  have  nothint;  to  do  at  present,  but  only  with  that  of  '•  simi- 
Via  simiUhus  curantur,^'  the  Ijatin  of  which  has  made  considerable  impres- 
sion on  the  public  mind.  According  to  the  theory  advanced  by  me,  we 
shall  find  the  disciples  of  Hahnemann  frequently  successful  in  the  treatment 
of  diseases,  when  they  give  suflicient  doses  of  a  medicine  which  in  an 
over-dose  would  over-stimulate  the  organ  or  function,  this  perhaps  produc- 
ing a  disease  similar  to  the  one  desired  to  be  relieved  ;  but  when  they  give 
a  remedy  in  any  dose  which  will  l)e  a  direct  sedative  to  a  part,  even  if  the 
remedy  is  capable  of  producing  precisely  such  a  disease,  it  will  be  a  total 
failure.  How  few  diseases  are  truly  represented  by  the  poisonous  effects 
of  remedies,  or  even  distandy  shadowed !  What  agent  will  produce 
scald  head,  onychia,  mammary  enlargements,  malignant  pustule,  cata- 
lepsy, tonsillitis,  hooping  cough,  gonorrhoea,  gout,  phlegmasia  dolens,  dia- 
betes, and  a  host  of  other  maladies,  contagious  and  non-contagious  ?  yet 
all  these,  with  the  exception  of  the  last  sometimes,  yield  easily  and  readily 
to  their  specific  stimuli.  There  are,  moreover,  some  diseases  of  a  deadly 
character,  whose  symptoms  are  so  closely  imitated  by  medicines,  as  to 
lead  to  the  belief  that  they  must  yield  to  Hahnemann's  theory  if  correct, 
as  tetanus  and  hydrophobia.  Yet,  alas,  how  vain  is  the  hope  !  Tartar- 
ized  antimony  will  produce  inflammation  of  the  stomach,  if  given  in  an 
over-dose,  yet  we  know  its  powerlessness  in  small  doses,  and  its  bad  effects 
in  large.  Foxglove  is  a  sedative  to  the  heart  ;  would  one  rely  upon  it  to 
revive  a  patient  overwhelmed  with  a  shock  ?  Iron  increases  the  red 
globules  in  the  blood  ;  will  it  cure  a  plethora?  Will  tannin,  a  powerful 
astringent,  cause  profuse  hemorrhage  ?  The  system  of  Hahnemann  has 
not  triumphed  over  a  single  disease  before  his  day  not  equally  under  the 
pow(n-  of  medicine,  while  there  has  been  so  much  of  error  in  the  only 
})rinciple  worthy  of  attentive  consideration,  as  to  lead  medicine,  so  far  as 
it  relates  to  him,  a  retrograde  path. 

Let  it  not  be  understood,  that  I  advocate  the  general  stimulant  plan  ; 
far  from  it.  I  am  fullv  aware  of  its  dan";ers,  and  should  be  amoni::  the 
last  to  advocate  its  adoption.  It  has  been  my  design  to  point  out  what  I 
consider  the  seat  of  jiower  in  remedies,  and  that  when  we  use  them,  it  is 
their  specific  stimulant  operation  which  is  brought  into  action,  and  never, 
except  incidentally,  their  sedative.  Adopting  this  principle  (and  the 
more  it  is  examined  the  more  true  it  appears),  there  will  be  little  difliculty 
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in  presenting  an  eilectual  barrier  against  the  armies  of  empiricism,  while 
we  shall  have  a  sure  guide  in  our  therapeutic  researclies,  and  vastly  more 
satisfaction  in  the  treatment  of  disease. 


PROGRESS   OF   VACCINATION    IN    SIAM. 

[Dr.  Bradley,  the  writer  of  the  Ibllowing  letter  addressed  to  the  Editor, 
is  a  missionary  physician,  in  the  service  of  the  American  Foreign  Mis- 
sionary Society,  and  has  been  stationed  several  yeai*s  at  Bangkok,  the 
capital  city  of  the  Kingdorn  of  Siam.  Alter  a  series  of  well-conducted 
experiments,  he  came  to  the  conclusion,  some  time  since,  that  vaccina- 
tion could  not  succeed  in  that  climate  durinf  the  rainy  season.  His  ob- 
servations  on  the  subject  were  })ublished  in  tlie  Journal.  It  was  regard- 
ed as  a  singular  modification  of  the  law  of  nature,  so  unerring  in  all  other 
countries,  that  the  absorbents  refused  to  carry  the  virus  into  the  system 
at  certain  periods,  or,  if  introduced,  no  visible  manifestations  of  it  were 
discoverable.  By  the  communication  appended  to  this  note,  it  will  be 
seen  that  Dr.  Bradley's  theory  has  been  put  to  a  trial,  and  he  has  satis- 
factorily discovered  that  the  law  was  not  in  fault,  but  the  virus  with  which 
he  experimented.     The  letter  was  received  on  Wednesday  last. — Ed.] 

Dear  Sir, — I  feel  peculiarly  happy  in  acknowledging  the  receipt  and 
success  of  a  parcel  of  pine-enclosed  vaccine  virus  from  you,  which  was 
sent  from  Boston  about  the  1st  of  November,  1843,  and  reached  me 
July  19th.  It  was  lodged  at  Singapore  some  months,  and  finally  came 
from  thence  by  a  vessel  express,  as  if  the  Lord  would  have  me  put  to  a 
stronger  test  my  theory,  that  vaccination  could  not  probably  be  propagated 
in  Siam  during  the  wet  seasons,  and  afford  him  an  opportunity  to  answer 
most  signally  the  prayers  of  his  people  here,  for  the  blessing  of  vaccina- 
tion in  Siam.  The  parcel  was  in  a  package  of  papei*s  in  the  go-downs 
of  our  agents  at  Singapore.  They  knew^  not  that  it  was  there,  or  that 
we  wanted  any  such  thing.  But  as  it  was  a  light  box,  they  took  it,  with 
two  others,  and  put  it  on  board  a  litde  craft  that  was  charterd  to  bear  R. 
Hunter,  Esq.,  to  Bangkok.  We  had  many  other  packages  there,  but 
the  captain  could  take  no  others.  It  arrived  in  the  very  midst  of  our 
wet  season.  I  had  made  so  many  experiments  with  a  multitude  of  other 
parcels  from  almost  every  quarter  of  the  world,  with  utter  fiiilure,  and 
had  found,  by  many  trials,  that  it  was  exceedingly  difhcult,  not  to  say 
impossible,  to  produce  even  the  smallpox  from  a  scab  of  the  same,  in  this 
country,  that  it  seemed  a  very  hopeless  work  to  experiment  for  vaccina 
a^ain,  and  that,  too,  in  the  wet  season,  and  with  matter  taken  more  than 
nine  months  before.  When  I  first  received  the  virus,  I  could  hardly 
summon  a  heart  to  ask  th^  natives  to  let  me  experiment  upon  them  again, 
as  I  had  so  often  raised  and  immediately  blasted  their  hopes  in  this  way 
since  the  year  1840  (when,  it  will  be  recollected,  1  had  some  success  in 
vaccination  for  a  period  of  fourteen  or  fifteen  weeks).  But  this  hopeless- 
ness did  not  continue  long,  as  we  had  some  little  ones  exposed  to  the 
terrible  variola.     I  began   my  experiments  from  a   few  scabs  on  the  23d 


Prog^ress  of  f^^accination  in  Siam.  401 

of  July,  ()l)S('rvin«;  very  carefully  all  your  (lirc(;li<)ns.  I  think  I  insortc^d 
the  matter  into  seven  or  ei^hl  children,  Americans  and  natives,  l)y  at 
least  forty  puiietures.  I  anxiously  waited  for  the  result  ei<;ht  days,  and  then 
suffered  threat  heart-sinking  by  finding  no  kind  of  pustules.  1  then  re- 
vareinated  the  most  of  these*  ])ersons,  with  two  children  of  a  Chinaman, 
in  whose  family  1  had  vaccinated  suc("essfully  in  \HM).  Tiio  mother 
anxiously  sought  the  blessing  of  vaccination,  for  she  had  proved  it  to  be 
powerful.  1  cannot  find  language;  to  express  the  joy  I  had,  after  six 
days  from  that  lime,  in  finding  that  one  of  her  little  girls  had  a  small  vac- 
cine pustule  on  her  arm.  The  child  was  the  very  last  one  1  could  have 
any  liopc  from,  for  she  was  so  unruly  in  vaccinating  her  that  I  could  not 
do  it  at  all  to  mind.  1  had  no  confidence  it  would  take  ;  whih;  1  had 
some  hope  that  it  might  take  in  some  one  of  the  others.  Thus  hope  and 
life  sprimg  up  where  all  was  hopeless  and  dead.  In  this  second  experi- 
ment I  did  not  dissolve  the  scab  in  milk,  but  used  rain  water  instead  of 
it.  On  the  seventh  day  from  the  operation,  I  found  the  pustule  progress- 
ing, answering  my  most  sanguine  hopes,  and  vaccinated  my  own  child, 
another  child  of  the  missionaries,  and  five  or  six  of  the  natives.  I  was  de- 
lighted to  find,  after  six  days,  that  almost  every  one  of  these  bad  taken  the 
vaccina.  With  much  effort  1  succeeded  in  gaining  the  confidence  of  the 
parents  and  guardians  of  another  set  of  children,  to  vaccinate  from  these. 
The  matter  was  less  quick  in  the  third  crop  than  before,  and  less  so  in  the 
fourth  than  in  the  third,  so  that  I  much  feared  it  would  run  out.  But  by 
having  many  different  sets  of  children  on  different  days  of  eveiy  week,  I 
have  managed  to  keep  the  matter  working  until  now.  I  have  inserted 
the  matter  into  about  350  persons,  and  find,  on  counting  up  my  notes  of 
those  that  I  have  seen  after  vaccination,  that  about  one  third  of  the 
whole  have  taken  it.  Had  I  not  had  several  centres  of  influence  at  one 
and  the  same  time,  I  should  have  lost  the  work  before  now.  It  is  now 
going  on  better  than  a  week  or  two  ago.  I  strongly  suspect  that  when 
the  dry  season  begins,  it  will  be  propagated  with  much  ease.  The  Rev. 
J.  Goddard  has  volunteered  to  aid  in  carrying  forward  the  w^ork  by  vac- 
cinating among  the  Chinese,  and  so,  also,  has  the  Rev.  S.  Johnson.  1 
have  just  issued  a  treatise  on  vaccination,  a  copy  of  which  1  will  send 
you  as  a  curiosity.  I  hope  it  will  do  much  to  dispel  the  many  preju- 
dices of  this  people  against  vaccination.  The  season  for  the  smallpox 
has  not  yet  arrived.  It  is  near  at  hand,  when  our  work  will  be  tested. 
Your  Journal  of  Medicine  and  Surgery  comes  regularly  to  me,  and  I 
read  it  with  much  zest,  and,  I  hope,  profit.  Accept  of  my  mast  hearty 
thanks  for  your  pei-severance  in  sending  the  vaccine  virus.  How  great 
is  the  good  you  have  already  done  in  this,  1  need  not  tell  you,  and  it  is 
destined  to  augment  continually.  I  have  just  received  another  parcel  of 
virus  from  you — it  came  to  hand  this  day.  I  will  keep  it  in  case  of  fu- 
ture need.  Do  not  fail  to  send  it  twice  a  year.  Excuse  my  very  great 
haste,  for  I  am  almost  crushed  with  cares.  Yours  truly, 

Bavgkoky  Sept.  14,  1844.  D.  Bradley. 
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CASK  OF  KKNAL  DROPSY. 

By   S.  C.  Farrar,  M.D.,  of  Brandon,   Mississippi. 

John,  a  slave  of  Mr.  P.,  was  attacked,  some  four  or  fivt;  inonilis  since, 
witli  ceileiiia  of  the  legs,  for  whicli  his  master  gave  him  various  diuretics  ; 
from  the  use  of  which,  for  a  few  weeks,  the  dropsical  symptoms  abated — 
but  suddenly  the  oedema  increased,  and  the  body  became  anasarcous.  In 
this  condition  he  was  placed,  three  or  four  weeks  before  his  death,  under 
my  care;  tongue  clean,  appetite  good,  pulse  full  and  somewhat  irregular, 
but  not  intermittent  ;  breathing  laborious  ;  skin  dry  and  mottled  on  the 
breast  by  white  lines  and  patches  ;  thirst  excessive  ;  bowels  disposed  to 
constipation,  secretion  of  urine  small  ;  is  unable  to  sleep  ^^ith  his  liead 
low,  complains  of  no  pain  either  in  the  chest  or  loins. 

T/ea^me/t^,  first  day  jalap  and  cream  of  tartar;  then  Eberle's  com- 
pound powder:  R.  Sup.  tart,  potass.,  sulph.  potass.,  each  §  ss.  ;  pulv. 
scill.  maratim.    3  i.     Mix,  and  give  a  teaspoonful  three  times  a  day. 

This  compound  had  the  effect  of  increasing  the  How  of  urine,  and  of 
ameliorating  the  dropsical  symptoms,  but  the  improvement  was  tempo- 
rary ;  his  respiration  became  more  difficult,  and  pulse  more  irregular. 

Let  him  take  digitalis,  squills  and  calomel  combined,  in  the  form  of  pills 
night  and  morning.  No  improvement  from  this  prescription.  About 
eight  days  previous  to  his  death  he  complained  for  the  first  time  of  pain 
in  the  loins  ;  head  also  affected  with  pain  ;  pulse  full  and  strong.  1  now 
suspected  this  to  be  a  case  of  renal  dropsy,  and  the  patient  was  bled  to 
twelve  ounces  with  relief  to  the  head.  On  the  12th  of  February,  three 
days  after  the  first  bleeding,  it  was  repeated,  but  with  no  perceptible 
advantage. 

l'3ih.  Symptoms  worse.  14lh.  Skin  cold,  and  bedew^ed  with  perspi- 
ration ;  pulse  small  and  intermittent ;  at  5  o'clock,  P.iVI.,  he  died. 

Autopsy. — At  the  post-mortem  examination  held  at  9  o'clock  the  next 
day,  the  following  appearances  were  noted.  Pericardium  distended  with 
water  ;  hypertrophy  of  the  right  ventricle  of  the  heart,  without  any  ap- 
parent obstacle  to  the  exit  of  blood  ;  left  kidney  enlarged,  weighing 
13  oz.  (avoirdu|)ois),  mottled  ;  also  numerous  linear  depressions  ;  right 
kidney  enlarged,  weighing  13A  oz.,  mottled,  and  stained  ;  the  lower 
part,  of  a  dark  color,  yet  bloodless ;  the  cortical  substance  present- 
ing, when  cut  into,  a  pale  homogeneous  surface,  with  the  exception  of  the 
dark  space  on  the  lower  part  of  the  right  kidney.  These  kidneys  were 
weighed  in  the  presence  of  IMr.  Wm.  Reber,  a  student  of  medicine,  who 
assisted  me  in  tlie  post-mortem  examination.  They  were  also  examined 
by  R.  G.  King,  M.D.,  who  concurs  with  me  in  opinion  that  this  was  a 
well-marked  case  of  albuminia.  Since  1837  (the  year  that  Dr.  Bright 
first  cnlled  the  attention  of  the  medical  world  to  this  singular  and 
formidab'e  disease),  Rayer,  Christison  and  others  have  described  granu- 
lar degr-neration  of  the  kidneys,  and  M.  Rayer  has  related  instances 
in  which  the  kidneys  weighed  12  oz. ;  but,  so  far  as  1  am  informed,  this 
is  the  most  remarkable  case  of  hypertrophied  kidney  on  record.  My 
object  in  reporting  this  case  is  to  present  additional  evidence  of  the  in- 
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SKJioiis  proirross  oi'  Dr.  Uri^lil\s  kidney  disease.  From  the  size  and 
altered  condition  of  the  kidneys,  it  is  nianifist  that  dis(!as(j  must  liave 
Ijeen  i!;oinL;  on  in  tlieni  lor  some  lime,  allliooHli  no  iudicalion  of  lesion 
was  lurnislied  l»v  pain,  until  a  lew  days  previous  lo  llie  parn-nl's  death. 
So  olrtuse  is  the  sensihility  of  the  kidney,  tliat  incundile  lesions  may  oc- 
cur in  it  hcfore  we  art;  ap[)rised  of  the  disease;,  hy  ])ain — and  hence 
|)ain  cannot  he  re«;arded  as  one  of  the  pathoj^nomonic  symptoms  of  al- 
buminaria. 

Frequent  examinations  of  the  urine  in  reference  to  its  s})ecific  gravity 
and  the  ijuantity  of  allnunen,  will  perliaps  fmnisli  the  physician  with  the 
host  and  jstrouirest  evidence  of  renal  dropsy  ;  the  urin(^  of  this  patient 
was  not  examined,  because  the  disease  had  proi^ressed  almost  to  its  fatal 
periml  before  renal  ilropsy  was  suspected. — Neiv  Orleans  Med.  Jour. 
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Dia^^rnms  of  the  Fa'tal  Circulation. — Beautifully-colored  copies  of 
Saint  Anae's  illustrations  of  the  foetal  circulation  of  the  hlood,  accompani- 
ed, on  the  same  sheet,  with  plans  of  the  circulation  in  the  four  classes  of 
vertebral  animals,  have  been  published  by  Ilotchkiss  &l  Co.,  Court  street, 
Boston.  Mr.  Childs,  the  artist,  never,  probably,  succeeded  better  in  any 
lithoflfraphic  undertaking.  The  principal  merit  in  these  drawings  consists 
in  conveying  an  exact  representation  of  the  actual  appearance  of  the  ar- 
teries and  veins,  from  the  heart  to  the  placenta.  A  student  at  once  em- 
braces the  whole  mechanical  arrangement  of  the  vessels  in  the  foetus,  by 
this  chart,  which  he  could  not  so  well  understand  by  hours  of  study  over 
the  most  lucid  anatomical  text  book.  The  enterprise  is  deserving  the  at- 
tention and  patronage  of  gentlemen  who  have  students. 


Afissouri  Mrdiral  Journal. — St.  Louis  is  fast  becoming  one  of  the 
great  medical  centres,  if  the  multiplication  of  means  for  enlarging  the  boun- 
daries of  medical  science  is  to  be  accounted  an  indicatitm.  There  have  for 
some  time  been  two  medical  schools  there,  and  now  there  are  two  medical 
journals,  and  in  the  march  of  things,  there  may  he  more  of  both  before  the 
close  of  the  year.  St.  Louis  is  a  charming  city,  and  is  distinguished  for 
the  enterprise  of  its  citizens.  The  profession  of  medicine  embraces  in 
its  ranks,  in  that  place,  men  of  high  attainments,  whose  ambition,  like 
their  skill,  knows  no  limits  within  the  compass  of  human  elTorts.  The 
whole  West  is  their  ground — and  if  they  cultivnet  the  mass  of  medical 
intellect  that  is  yet  to  be  employed  in  that  vast  region  stretching  tc^wards 
the  Rocky  Mountains,  lumuui  health  and  happiness  will  be  increased. 

R.  F.  Stevens,  M.D.,  commenced,  on  the  first  of  i\L'iy,  tlio  iMiss(^uri 
Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  whicli  is  to  appear  nionll.ly.  It  is  folded 
and  stitched  in  octavo,  twenty-four  pages,  with  a  cover,  at  two  dollars  a 
year,  in  advance.     The  specimen  No.  contains  sever;d  ])apers  tliat  will  be 
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read  with  satisfaction,  coming  as  tliey  do  from  re*spectable  sources.  One 
of  the  papers,  "  On  the  Mode  of  Operation  and  Therapeutical  Appin  a- 
tion  of  Iodine  and  its  Preparations,"  by  Thomas  Barbour,  M.D.,  de- 
serves the  special  examination  of  practitioners.  We  know  of  but  one  essav 
extant,  that  imparts  more  satisfactory  information  on  the  subject,  and  that 
is  a  prize  essay,  that  appeared  at  Kdinburi^h  a  few  years  since.  NVisliinir 
Dr.  Stevens  a  prosperous  editorial  career,  we  tender  our  good  will.  May 
subscribers  increase  and  abound  like  prairie  dowers. 


Book  of  Prudential  Revelations. — But  little  more  than  an  acknow- 
ledgment of  the  reception  of  a  copy  of  Dr.  De  Fontaine's  Golden  Bible 
of  Nature,  was  made  in  last  week's  Journal.  Opportunity  has  since  been 
given  of  carrying  our  investigations  further  into  the  sinuosities  and  laby- 
rinthine windings  of  the  work.  If  patents  were  ever  granted  to  book- 
makers, on  the  score  of  originality,  this  author's  claim  would  not  be  dis- 
puted. In  the  honesty  of  undisguised  vanity,  the  writer  speaks  of  him- 
self more  tlatterincjly  than  he  will  be  spoken  of  by  posterity.  Perched  on 
the  summit  of  \\\\  unicjue  monument  of  his  own  fabrication,  Dr.  De  Fon- 
taine looks  down  upon  the  moving  world  beneath,  with  a  complacency 
only  felt  by  n>en  constituted  like  himself. 

The  title  of  the  work  is,  *'  The  Book  of  Prudential  Revelations,  or 
the  Golden  Bible  of  Nature  and  Reason,  and  the  Confidential  Doctor  at 
Home,  erpounding  to  the  Family  Circle  the  Laws  of  Tinman  Nature  and 
Health,  and  the  Doctrine,  Origin  and  Progression  of  Diseases,  and  their 
effectual  philanthropic  Remedies."  It  contains  50G  pages,  and  is  divided 
into  three  parts.  The  execution  of  the  printing  is  admirable,  and  in  its 
finish,  the  work  exceeds  a  majority  of  those  that  claim  distinction  on  ac- 
count of  mechanical  beauty. 

In  approaching  the  commencement  of  Part  I.,  we  stumble  upon  a  lau- 
datory poenj,  "  supposed  to  have  been  written  by  Dr.  Per  rival,"  who,  we 
presume,  is  understood  to  be  the  celebrated  poet  and  geologist,  of  New 
Haven,  which  starts  off  in  the  dignity  of  heroic  verse,  thus — 

"  Kewaif  of  doctors — stealthily  who  tread, 
Like  gloomy  spectres  round  the  sick  man's  bed; 
Willi  dangerous  drusjs,  deceptive,  quiet  keep, 
Aud  cure  their  piUients  with  eiernul  sleep." 

This  part  contains  a  vast  amount  of  physiological  truth,  but  related  in  a 
manner  to  do  more  harm  than  good.  A  degree  of  inexcusable  voluptu- 
ousness pervades  a  portion  of  the  text,  which  a  teacher  of  ]>hysiology  has 
5io  right  to  manifest;  as  we  contend  that  a  physician  is  bound  to  clothe 
his  advice  in  lauirnase  as  chaste  as  that  of  the  moralist.  Dr.  De  Fon- 
taine  is  not  an  ignorant  man,  by  any  means;  those  who  may  accuse  him 
of  being  so,  will  absolutely  wrong  him.  Like  a  great  ship,  he  is  freight- 
ed with  all  conceivable  articles,  yet  standing  out  to  sea  without  a  rudder, 
compass  or  commafider.  He  abounds  in  curious  and  important  tacts,  oc- 
casionally presented  in  brilliant  language,  yet  they  are  so  mixed  up  and 
conglomerated  with  non-essentials,  as  to  be  singularly  obscure.  Think- 
inof  men  will  not  trouble  themselves  to  dijr  for  gold  in  the  De  Fontaine 
mine,  when  ready  coin  is  at  hand  of  a  finer  caret. 

Part  [I.  does  not  require  especial  notice.  Its  anatomical  details  are 
doctrinal,   and  in   conformity  to  the   teachings  of  anatomists.     Indeed, 
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50inoof  tho  (loscripfions  arc  adiniraUlc,  Uolh  ow  account  of  tlie  description 
of  individual  organs,  aii<l  (»f  llic  |>hysioIou:y  of  Uioir  functions. 

Part  lir.,  on  wliicli  the  erratic  author  appears  to  have  concentrated  all 
liis  force,  is  an  anomaly  in  literature.  "  Hold  np  your  heads,"  cried  the 
s(Tireant  at  drill,  and  so  say  \vc  to  the  purchaser  of  the  (jlolden  JJible. 
^Vas  vanity  ever  distilled  T  Either  Dr.  De  Fontaine  is  insane  in  regard 
(o  the  subject  of  his  own  claims  upon  intelligent  society,  or  el.-^e  all  the 
rest  of  christendouj  is  mad  as  a  March  hare.  This  perpetual  glorifi- 
cation of  one's  self  may  be  a  very  pleasant  employment  to  a  writer,  and 
vet  be  positively  sickening  to  people  entertaining  common-sense  notions 
of  i)ropriety. 

Lastly — wlio  will  buy  tlic  Book  of  Prudential  Rcvcfntions  7  Not  phy- 
sicians; since  it  woidd  add  nothing  to  their  stock  of  knowledge.  Those 
whining,  feeble,  medicine-taking  persons,  who  are  always  trying  the  new 
doctor^  and  taking  all  the  quack  medicines  on  sale  at  country  post-offices, 
will  revel  in  the  profound  mysteries  unfolded  to  them  in  this  prodigious 
bibliographical  undertaking. — Modest  men  may  well  exclaim,  is  this  an 
acre  of  bronze ! 


Principles  and  Illustrations  of  Pathological  Anatomy. — A  copy  of 
Messrs.  Desilver  &.  Burr's  edition  of  Dr.  Hope,  edited  by  Dr.  Lavvson, 
was  brought  to  us  through  Mr.  Massey's  book-store,  Cornhill,  towards 
the  close  of  last  week.  The  plates  are  in  the  highest  degree  creditable 
to  the  artists  of  Cincinnati.  They  could  hardly  be  excelled  in  any  other 
city  of  the  Union.  We  must  have  sufficient  leisure  to  admire  such  a  se- 
ries of  pictures  as  characterize  this  elegant  volume,  before  committing 
our  impressions  to  paper. 


American  Edition  of  Copland's  Dictionary. — From  appearances,  this 
great  work,  under  the  revision  of  Dr.  Lee,  will  receive  such  patronage  as 
the  Harpers  are  in  the  habit  of  commanding  when  they  bring  out  a  useful 
book.  The  Nos.  3,  4  and  G  we  have  not  yet  seen  ;  but  from  the  good 
workmanship  of  those  which  have  reached  our  table,  we  have  undiminish- 
ed confidence  in  the  character  of  the  publication,  and  in  Dr.  Lee's  ability 
to  adapt  it  to  the  wants  of  the  whole  body  of  American  physicians. 


Pennstflrania  Hospital. — We  learn,  from  the  Annual  Report  of  this 
Hospital,  that  (he  number  of  patients  remaining  on  the  4th  of  April, 
1844,  was  89:  admitted  within  the  last  year,  955,  total  J044.  Of  these, 
there  were  discharged,  950  ;  remaining  April  4th,  1845,  88.  The 
average  numl)er  of  patients  maintained  in  the  Hospital  during  the  past 
year  has  l>een  102,  of  whom  21  were  pay  and  81  poor  patients.  Of  the 
poor  patients  admitted  in  this  year,  32G  were  persons  who  had  sustained 
accidental  injury  requiring  surgical  aid.  Of  this  description  were  also 
20  of  the  cases  remaining  in  the  Hospital  at  the  close  of  the  preceding 
year.     Total  number  of  accidents  treated  during  the  year,  346. 

The  total  number  of  patients  admitted  into  the  Hospital  from  its  estab- 
lishment in  1752,  to  4th  month  20th,  1845,  has  been  41,9>'8,  of  whom 
ti3,283  have  been  poor  people,  maintained  and  treated  at  the  expense  of 
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the  jiijtitutioii.  From  'id  inoiitli  llih,  I7.>"i,  when  tlu*  tirsl  patient  was 
received,  to  Itli  iiUMitli  'ifUh,  HI'S,  there  have  heeii  ctued,  2(>,-2S9 ;  re- 
lieved, 4,91^0) ;  removed  u'llhoni  having  re(eiv(!d  mriteriiil  benefit,  IJ,  191)  ; 
eloped  and  dischuri^ed  for  miscondnct,  1,14.^;  pregnant  women  safely  de- 
livered, 1,013;  infants  born  in  the  hospital  and  discharged  in  health,  9o.'> ; 
died,  4,'n-2.     Total,  41,900. 


Annual  HomcBopathic  Convention. — The  American  Institnte  of  Ilomo*- 
opatiiy  held  its  second  annual  session  in  New  York  on  the  14th  and  ir)th  ult. 
Jacob  Jeanes,  M.D.,  of  Philadelphia,  was  elected  President  of  the  session, 
and  Edward  Bayard,  M.D.,  of  New  York,  General  Secretary  for  the  en- 
suing year.  The  ft)llo\ving  Slates  were  fully  and  ably  represented  :  Maine, 
New  Hampshire,  Massachusetts,  Rhode  Island,  New  York,  Pennsylvania, 
Delaware,  Maryland,  Virginia,  and  Ohio.  The  committee  on  the  Materia 
Medica,  I)rs.  Herring,  liingen,  Jeanes,  Neidhard  and  Williamson,  of 
Philadelphia,  made  a  highly  interesting  and  itnj)ortant  report  upon  certain 
American  plants  and  other  medicinal  agents,  whose  properties  were  hith- 
erto unknown.  Several  communications  connected  with  the  subject  of 
Homeopathy  were  received  from  physi(*ians  who  were  unable  to  attend 
the  meeiing  of  the  Institute.  The  papers  being  read,  were  ordered  to  be 
filed.  The  Institute  unanimously  resolved  not  to  admit  as  a  member  any 
person  who  had  not  pursued  a  regular  course  of  medical  studies,  accord- 
ing to  tlie  re(|uirements  of  the  existing  medical  institutions  of  our  country, 
and  in  addition  thereto,  sustained  an  examination  before  the  censors  of 
the  Institute,  on  theory  and  practice  of  homceopathy.  The  committee  of 
publication  were  instructed  to  publish  the  first  volume  of  the  transactions 
of  the  Institute.  Dr.  Gray  presented  to  the  Institute  three  volumes  on  the 
subject  of  homceopathy  published  during  the  past  year,  including  the  first 
volume  of  Hahnemann's  great  work  on  chronic  diseases,  translated  by 
Dr.  Heuij)el. 

After  the  discussion  of  various  subjects  interesting  to  homoRopathists,  the 
Institute  adjourned  to  meet  at  Philadelphia  on  the  second  Monday  of 
May  next. 

Sojourn  of  a  Cherry  Stone  nine  months  in  the  Air  Passages.  By  M. 
MASLir.uiiAT-LA<.K!MARD. — A  wouiau,  54  years  of  age,  without  cause 
known  to  herself,  was  seized  with  fits  of  coughing,  which  came  on  every 
eight  or  nine  days,  and  continued  for  several  minutes.  She  had  no  fe- 
verish symptoms,  nor  pain  of  chest,  nor  unusual  respiratory  murmur.  As 
the  cough  was  alwavs  attended  with  sensation  of  suffocation,  she  asked 
medical  advice;  but  as  no  cause  could  be  detected  to  account  for  the 
cough,  it  was  deemed  nervous,  and  treated  accordingly,  but  without  afford- 
ing any  relief.  Nine  months  after  its  appearance,  during  a  fit  of  cough- 
ing, she  expectorated  a  hard  body,  which,  on  examination,  proved  to  be 
a  cherry  stone  surrounded  with  a  calcareous  incrustation, — J^dinburgh 
Med.  and  Surg.  Jour.,  from  Gazette  Medirale  dc  T*aris. 


Mortality  of  Amherst. — A  statement  has  been  published  of  the  number 
of  deaths  in  Amherst,  in  Hampshire  county,  Mass.,  during  the  year 
ending  May  1,     The  whole  number  of  deatlis  during  that  period  was  54, 
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ill  a  population  of  'jr>r>(),  and  what  is  remarkal)le  i.s  the  groat  disparity  be- 
tween the  deaths  of  males  and  leniaU^s,  viz.  :  l'2  ordy  of  the  former,  and  42 
of  tlu;  hitter.  'I'h<'re  were  1.")  deaths  of  consumption,  and  1 1  of  fever. 
Tlie  number  of  births  was  70,  and  of  marriages  19. 


Mvdinil  Mi.<n  lltiin/. — Accounts  are  brought  of  much  sickness  at  Deme- 
rara. — Tlie  uoveruor  of  nernui(h'i  has  recommended  to  the  lejrislature  of 
tlie  Island  to  establish  a  lunatic  asylum. — Dr.  Payne,  of  Westminster, 
Carrol  Co.,  INIaryland,  recently  perfornied  tracheotomy  under  pecidiarly 
trying  circumstances,  by  which  a  fine  boy  was  saved  from  a  speedy  death. 
— Drs.  McDowell  and  Sykes,  of  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  were  both  committed  to 
jail,  lately,  for  refusing  to  testify  before  the  Grand  Jury  in  relation  to  a  duel, 
in  which  they  were  the  reputed  surgeons  in  waiting. — A  German  bled  to 
death  in  forty-five  minutes  after  having  a  tooth  extracted,  at  Cincinnati, 
two  weeks  since. — No.  VIII.  of  Dr.  Copland's  Dictionary  of  Practical 
Medicine,  New  York  edition,  is  ready  for  subscribers. — Dr.  Robert  Young 
has  been  appointed  clerk  of  the  Navy  Board  at  Norfolk. 

Erratum. — Page  339,  line  14  from  bottom,  the  sentence  should  close  with  the 
word  cure,  instead  of  two  lines  below. 

Married, — At  New  York,  Alex.  B.  Cleland,  of  Canada,  to  Miss  F.  K.  Roberta. 

DiKD, — At  New  York,  Dr.  Charles  E.  Lock,  38,  formerly  of  Boston. — James 
Barr,  M.D.,  of  Ipswich,  Mass.,  55.— In  Windsor,  Conn.,  Dr.  Elisha  N.  Sill,  84.— 
At  Barnstead,  N.H.,  Dr.  Noah  J.  T.  George,  50. 

Nnmlier  of  deaths  in  Hoslon,for  the  week  endiiig  June,  14,47— Mnles,  29  ;  Females,  18.  Stillborn,  1. 

Of  consumption,  9 — typhus  lever,  3— accidental,  3— palsy,  J — canker,  1 — suicide,  1 — s-carlel  lever, 
5 — dropsy  in  the  head,  3 — intlauimation  of  the  brain,  2 — inflammation  of  the  bowels,  2 — lunj;  liBver,  4 
— convulsions,  2 — abscess,  1 — inflammation  of  the  lungs,  1— apoplexy,  2— old  age,  2 — jileurisy,  1 — 
infantile,  I — disease  of  the  brain,  1— unknown,  2.  ■ 

Under  5  years,  15— between  5  and  20  years,  6— between  20  and  60  years,  22— over  60  years, 4. 


Kupt  at  the  State  Lunatic  Hos] 

May.      Therm.  liarometer. 

from  41  to  62  from  29.28  to 
29.19 
29.40 
29.30 
29.25 
29.38 
29.10 
29.20 
29.47 
29.76 
29.50 
29.48 
29.52 
29.19 
29.04 
29.24 

This  month  has  been  pleauanl,  rather  cold,  the  first  half  of  it  dry,  and  veuetation  backward — the 
last,  about  an  average  for  flowering  and  foliage.  Severe  Irosls  have  bj-en  telt  the  lact  ten  days,  destroy- 
ing some  earlv  cardeii  phinis.  U.mne  ot  Therniotneier,  from  34  to  8rf  — Maronieter,  from  29.07  to  29. 64, 
Uain,  3.23  inches.  Mh\  1st,  rearli  and  Hyaoiiiih  in  biosnoin.  3d,  Pyrns  .Inponira  in  blossom.  4lh, 
Shad  bush  in  blossom.  5ih,  Wild  t'lierry  in  blossom.  9ih,  .\pple  in  blossom — Frost.  10th,  Frost. 
2(ith,  Thunder  storm  in  the  moniini,'.  23,  Mountain  ,\sh  in  blossom.  24,  Horse  Chesnut  in  blonkoin. 
23ih,  Frost— Snow  k(^uall.    2sth,  Uoi>e  Acacia  in  blossom.     3tith,  Frost. 


1 

from  41  to  62 

2 

54 

59 

3 

40 

70 

4 

52 

77 

5 

55 

59 

6 

40 

71 

7 
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R 

36 

51 

9 

36 

54 

10 

34 

63 

11 

46 

78 

IJ 

65 

88 

13 

52 

74 

14 

55 

78 

1.5 

51 

75 

16 

40 

43 

Wind. 

May. 

29.,50 

W 

17 

29.30 

N  W 

18 

29.46 

g  W 

19 

29.40 

SE 

20 

29.38 

N  W 

21 

29.48 

S  \V 

22 

29.19 

S  W 

23 

29.40 

N  W 

24 

29.61 

N  W 

25 

29.84 

N  W 

26 

29.63 

6  W 

27 

29..50 

8  W 

28 

29.53 

S  E 

29 

29.44 

S  W 

SO 

29.08 

8  W 

31 

29.44 

N  E 

iss.  Lat. 

42° 

J 5'  49" .  Elevation 

483// 

Therm. 

Barometer. 

Wind 

from  39  to  42 

from  29.38  to  29.43 

N  E 

44 

53 

29.17 

29.23 

N  E 

49 

76 

29.15 

29.24 

6  W 

57 

73 

29.32 

29.33 

S  W 

51 

63 

29.32 

29.39 

\V 

46 

67 

29.38 

29.45 

S  W 

47 

65 

29.23 

29.30 

W 

46 

60 

29.26 

29.27 

N  W 

37 

50 

29.27 

29.29 

N  \V 

44 

65 

29.07 

29.24 

W 

46 

78 

29.25 

29.35 

W 

53 

76 

29.32 

29.39 

S  W 

50 

61 

29.20 

29.27 

W 

40 

56 

29.a3 

29.52 

N  W 

38 

66 

29.60 

29.04 

N  W 
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I'utJiuioi;liul  Specimens. — A  female,  in  the  sypljilitic  wards  of  the 
Philuiit'lpluu  llospiml,  died  ratlier  suddenly,  and  her  deatii  could  be  traced 
to  uo  certain  cause.  It  became,  therefore,  an  important  in([uiry  to  de- 
termine it.  The  lungs  were  found  loaded  with  miliary  tubercles,  but  there 
was  im  evidence  during  life  of  tuberculosis  of  the  lung.  Percussion — 
practised  before  the  class — gave  a  duller  sound  tlmn  natural.  It  may 
seem  strange  that  the  presence  of  so  many  tubercles  should  have  e.xcited 
so  little  irritation  during  life,  yet  we  know  that  such  is  not  unfrequently 
the  case.  The  lecturer  has  seen  the  lungs  most  extensively  studded  with 
calcareous  deposits,  where  not   the  sliijiitest  evidence   had  existed  durini{ 

1*     '  i»  I 

lie  ot  any  pulmonary  lesion.     It   is   certain  that   in  the  present  case  the 

condition  of  the  lungs  could  not  account  for  death.     The  heart  presented 

nothing  abnormoiis. 

Before  death,  blood,  the  amount  of  wljich  could  not  be  estimated,  was 
passed  from  the  rectum,  and  a  still  greater  quantity  was  discharged 
afterwards. 

The  cavity  of  the  rectum  communicated  by  ulcerated  openings — pro- 
bably syphilitic — with  that  of  the  vagina. 

The  lecturer  remarked,  that  there  seemed  to  be  no  assignable  cause  for 
death,  unless  the  amount  of  hemorrhage  was  sufficient  to  produce  it, 
which  scarcely  seemed  probable.  It  is  possible,  indeed,  that  the  fatal 
event  might  have  occurred  from  syncope,  and  that  in  the  diseased  condi- 
tion of  the  patient,  the  heart  was  unable  to  resume  its  action.  At  times, 
mercurial  erethism  induces  a  fatal  result,  but,  although  she  was  affected 
with  syphilis,  no  mercury  had  been  administered. 

He  referred  to  a  case  that  fell  under  his  cognizance,  in  which  death 
occurred  from  the  simple  application  of  the  unguentum  hydrargyri  oxidi 
rubri  to  eczema  rubrum  of  the  leg.  The  patient,  whilst  sitting  up  in 
bed  under  mental  emotion,  became  faint,  fell  back,  and  expired  suddenly. 
The  body  was  examined,  and  as  no  evident  cause  of  death  existed,  it  was 
presumed  to  have  occurred  from  mercurial  erethism.  Many  similar  cases 
have  been  described  by  Mr.  Pearson  and  others. — JProf.  DungUson's 
Clinical  Lecture,  in  Medical  Examiner. 


Oxalic  Acid  in  Rhubarb  or  Pie  Plant. — A  family  of  four  persons,  in 
this  city,  recently,  after  eating  freely  of  the  leaves  of  the  domestic  rhu- 
barb or  pie  plant,  boiled,  and  served  as  "  greens,"  were,  all  of  them, 
shortly  seized  with  severe  vomiting.  In  one  of  the  persons  it  was  follow- 
ed by  gastritis.  The  others  recovered  directly  after  the  vomiting.  We 
have  occasionally  seen  notices  in  newspapers  of  this  plant  producing  nox- 
ious effects.  Will  some  of  our  chemical  friends  furnish  us  with  a  quan- 
titative analysis  of  it,  with  reference  especially  to  the  proportion  of  oxalic 
acid  which  it  contains  ? — Buffalo  Medical  Journal. 

Statistics  of  Suicides  in  France  in  1843. — In  1843,  the  number  of  sui- 
cides in  all  France  was  30*20,  being  154  more  than  in  1842  ;  the  number 
of  suicides  in  the  Department  of  the  Seine  alone  was  551. 

Of  the  whole  number,  729  were  females,  or  24  per  cent. 

There  were  under  IG  years  of  age  15;  octogenarians,  20 ;  septuagena- 
rians, 80  ;  sexagenarians,  384. 

The  means  of  suicide  were,  drowning,  1098;  hanging,  954  ;  fire-arms, 
450  ;  fumes  of  charcoal,  200, 
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ON    TlIC   JAMAICA    DOGWOOD. 

Dr.  Hamii.ton,  (luring  a  visit  to  tlie  Antilles,  was  struck  by  the  powor- 
ful  narcotic  clFects  on  fish  produced  by  the  bark  of  the  roots  of  the  Fis- 
cuJin  cnjthri}ia,  or  Jamaica  dogwood.  Thinking  that  this  might  be  of 
utility  as  a  medicine,  he  found  that  the;  tincture,  prepnred  by  macerating 
the  bark  of  the  roots  gathered  during  the  period  of  inflorescence,  and  be- 
fore the  appearance  of  the  leaves  (the  piscidia  being  one  of  the  few  de- 
ciduous trees  indigenous  within  the  tropics)  in  four  times  its  weight  by 
measure  of  rectified  spirit  for  twenty-four  hours,  and  filtering,  was  the 
only  eligible  mode  of  preparation.  The  following  was  his  experiment, 
and  its  result. 

''  Having  been  for  some  time  a  martyr  to  the  toothache,  which  had  de- 
prived me  of  my  natural  rest,  I  determined  to  make  the  first  trial  of  my 
new  medicine  upon  myself;  and  accordingly,  on  going  to  bed,  mixed  a 
drachm  measure  of  the  tincture  with  a  rummer  of  cold  water,  and  drank 
it  off — waitino:  to  observe  its  effects.  Soon  after  receiving  it  into  the  sto- 
mach,  I  experienced  a  violent  sensation  of  heat,  which  gradually  increas- 
ed in  intensity,  awakening  in  my  mind  a  suspicion  that  the  predictions  of 
my  friends,  who  assured  me  I  should  poison  myself,  were  on  the  eve  of 
fulfilment.  However,  the  deed  was  done,  and  I  resolved  to  abide  the 
issue  without  flinching.  The  sensation  of  burning  gradually  extended 
itself  to  the  surHice,  and  while  I  was  considering  what  antidote  I  ought 
to  employ,  a  profuse  diaphoresis  burst  out  from  every  pore,  and  a  sleep 
the  most  profound  I  ever  experienced  arrested  me  so  abruptly,  that  I  re^ 
mained  motionless  for  the  whole  night,  with  the  uncorked  phial  in  one 
hand  and  the  glass  out  of  which  I  had  taken  the  dose  in  the  other,  till  after 
the  sun  was  high  above  the  horizon  on  the  following  morning,  a  space  of 
twelve  good  hours,  when  I  first  returned  to  consciousness,  free  from  every 
pain  or  ache,  and  without  any  of  those  unpleasant  sensations  which  in- 
variably succeed  to  an  overdose  of  opium. 

"  I  had  certainly  taken  a  larger  dose,  than  was,  perhaps,  necessary  ; 
but  the  result  was  most  triumphant.  I  afterwards  employed  it  with  equal 
success,  as  a  topical  application,  in  a  number  of  cases  of  carious  teeth, 
introducing  it  on  a  dossil  of  cotton  into  the  diseased  cavity  ;  and  after  a 
simple  application,  I  never  heard  of  a  return  of  pain  in  that  tooth.  Wish- 
ing to  compare  its  powei-s  with  those  of  opium,  I  took  equal  measures  of 
water,  containing  the  animalculre  of  the  mosquito,  and  having  dropped 
into  one  glass  as  much  of  the  tincture  of  opium  as  was  necessary  to 
21 
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make  them  fall  motionless  to  the  bottom,  I  added  an  equal  number  of 
drops  of  the  dogwood  tincture  to  the  other,  with  a  corresponding  effect. 
1  then  decanted  the  supernatant  licjuor,  and  washed  the  mass  of  animal- 
cuhe  in  each  glass  with  fresh  iillert-d  w  ater  from  the  dripstone  ;  after  a 
few  ablutions,  those  which  had  been  stupefied  by  the  tincture  of  opium 
recovered,  and  swam  about  with  their  wonted  vivacity,  while  all  my  ef- 
forts to  revive  those  acted  upon  by  the  dogwood  ))roved  ineffectual." 

Dr.  Hamilton  subjoins  certain  cautions  as  absolutely  necessary  to  be 
kept  in  view.  "  First,  the  bark  of  the  roots  should  be  collected  about 
the  period  of  the  full  moon,  in  April,  at  which  time  the  tree  is  in  full 
flower,  or  coming  into  dower,  and  the  leaves  have  not  yet  unfolded. 
Next,  that  the  best  rectified  spirit  alone  should  be  used  in  making  the 
tincture — the  active  principle  of  the  bark  being  only  soluble  in  spirit, 
and  precipitating  on  the  addition  of  water,  with  which  it  makes  a  milky 
compound.  It  is  imj)ossible  that  a  longer  maceration  than  I  employed 
might  be  successful  in  extracting  more  completely  the  active  principle  ; 
but  it  might  be  desirable  to  divide  the  tincture  so  obtained,  keeping  that 
made  during  the  first  twenty-four  hours  distinct  from  the  second,  or  mak- 
ing a  portion  with  twenty-four  hours'  maceration,  and  another  ])ortion 
with  forty -eight  hours'  or  more  ;  and  comparing,  by  some  common  test, 
the  relative  qualities  of  each.  The  following  is  the  formula  for  the  tinc- 
ture I  used: — R.  Pulveris  crassi  corticis  radicis  piscidiaj  erythrinac,  §  j. ; 
spiritus  vini  rectificati,  f  §  iv.  Macera  simul  per  boras  viginti  et  quatuor 
in  vasi  aperto  et  cola.  Dosis  fsj.,  et  infra  ex  haustu  aqua?  purae." — 
Pharmaceutical  Journal. 
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[The  last  No.  of  the  New  Orleans  INledical  Journal  contains  a  paper 
which  was  read  before  the  Medico-Chirurgical  Society  of  that  city  by 
Dr.  J.  F.  Beugnot,  relating  to  a  case  of  uterine  hydatids.  The  patient, 
who  had  been  married  five  years  when  she  came  under  Dr.  B.'s  care, 
had  never  had  a  child,  but  had  been  subject  to  frequent  enlargements  of 
the  abdomen,  followed  by  large  discharges  of  water  from  the  uterus.  At 
one  of  these  discharges.  Dr.  B.  detected  the  remains  of  hydatids  with 
the  water,  and  in  order  to  remove  these  from  the  uterus,  he  determined 
to  inject  a  liquid  strong  enough  to  destroy  them,  but  not  sufficiently  irri- 
tating to  injure  the  patient.     VVe  quote  his  own  words  : — ] 

I  proceeded  in  the  operation  as  follows.  The  patient  being  placed 
near  the  edge  of  her  bed,  I  applied  a  speculum  and  exposed  the  os  uteri. 
I  then  introduced  with  great  care  into  the  opening  of  this  passage  the 
rounded  extremity  of  a  male  catheter,  which  I  had  previously  straightened. 
I  inserted  the  catheter  gradjally,  and  introduced  it  as  far  as  possible,  stop- 
ping only  when  I  met  with  a  fixed  resistance.  At  this  point  the  catheter 
Was  parallel  to  the  axis  of  the  speculum,  and  its  extremity  was  beyond 
this  Instmment.  Before  1  commenced,  I  had  taken  care  to  prepare  a 
syringe,  such  as  is  used  for  injections  into  the  tunica   vaginalis  in  operat- 
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Ins;  for  liydrorelp,  and  to  iiitroilii^'c  into  ihis  s\  I'mnc,  aljoiit  six  or  ei;;Iit 
ouiires  of  cold  waltM',  in  which  I  ii;id  (hluL(*d  ;d)()ul  one  ch'achrn  of  the 
alcoholic  tincture  of  iodine.  1  inti-oduccd  the  extremity  of  the  cannla  of 
the  syrino;e  into  the  moulh  ol  the  catheter,  and  slowly  injected  the  liquid 
ihrou^di  this  canal,  into  the  uterus  ;  a  portion  of  the  li(|uid  seemed  to  re- 
main in  this  on;an,  and  the  excess  escaped  throii;;h  tin;  month  of  the  ute- 
rus, and  fell  into  the  speculum,  which  was  inclined  so  as  to  conduct  it 
outwards.  The  injection  accomplished,  I  withdrew  the  instruments.  I 
then  had  the  patient  placed  at  her  ease,  ajid  awaited  the  r(;sult.  A  few 
seconds  alter  tluj  operation,  violent  pains  (fans  la  has  ventre  were  experi- 
enced, which  rendered  it  necessary  to  resort  to  haths,  and  an  anodyne. 
Durina;  the  first  twenty-four  hours,  the  |)atient  continued  to  suffer  verv 
much,  but  to  my  «;reat  satisfaction  durimr  this  short  space  of  time,  she 
expelled  seven  hydatic  sacs,  which  were  carefully  preserved  in  water,  and 
submitted  to  my  examination,  and  to  that  of  Dr.  Valetti,  who  aided  rne 
in  my  treatment  durin^r  two  or  three  weeks.  These  hydatids,  which 
were  somewhat  distended  by  the  liquid  they  contained,  were  all  of 
them  a  little  exceedini];  in  volume  a  large  hen's  egg  ;  they  were  all  of  the 
same  form.  I  cannot  describe  it  more  precisely  than  by  comparing  it  to  a 
stomach  with  its  two  outlets  removed  :  the  resemblance  is  perfect  ;  the 
sac  having,  like  the  stomach,  two  curves  ;  a  larger  and  a  smaller  one  ; 
two  cuts  de  sacs ;  two  openings  very  near  each  other,  and  situated  near 
the  centre  of  the  small  curve  :  these  openings  communicated  with  two 
ducts  ;  one  of  these,  about  an  inch  and  a  half  in  length,  w  as  marked  by 
transverse  rugae,  and  terminating  in  an  opening  slightly  fringed  ;  the  otlier, 
about  four  inches  in  length,  was  smoother  and  larger  than  the  first,  and 
terminated  in  a  wide  opening.  This  form  is  by  no  means  that  indicated 
in  the  books.  In  examining  this  subject,  I  have  found  no  description 
which  resembles  that  I  have  just  made.  In  a  word,  the  hydatid  of  the 
uterus  is  an  animal  of  the  simplest  form,  consisting  of  a  mouth,  an  oeso- 
phagus terminating  in  the  stomach,  in  which  all  the  phenomena  of  di2;es- 
tion  take  place,  and  from  which  the  excretions  pass  through  an  intestine 
terminated  by  an  anus. 

I  would  remark  here  in  anticipation,  that  during  the  course  of  the  nu- 
merous injections  which  1  made,  I  was  so  fortunate  on  one  occasion  as  to 
visit  my  patient  a  moment  after  she  had  expelled  une  vesicule  hydatique 
of  large  size,  and  very  perfect ;  which,  when  thrown  upon  the  floor, 
gave  signs  of  life,  analogous  to  those  of  the  intestines  of  animals  just 
butchered.  I  placed  this  hydatid  in  a  bowl  of  w^arm  water,  where  its  vi- 
tality was  still  more  perceptible,  and  shortly  observed  that  it  filled  itself 
with  the  water  in  which  it  was  floating.  Its  movements  were  chiefly  in 
the  short  duct  terminating  in  a  fringed  opening,  and  were  of  four  kinds  : 
contraction  followed  by  dilatation,  and  shortening  followed  by  elongation. 

To  return  to  my  patient.  Twenty-four  or  thirty  hours  after  the  first 
operation,  the  pains  subsided  and  finally  disappeared.  At  the  end  of  five 
or  six  days,  there  was  a  manifest  improvement  in  the  condition  of  Madame 
Simon  B.  who,  encouraged  by  this  first  trial,  did  not  hesitate  to  submit 
to  a  second  injection,  which   I   made  with  the  advice  and  aid  of  Dr.  De 
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Valoiii.  TUe  second  operation  was  attended  hy  idcnileally  tlie  same  ef- 
fects as  the  first,  and  was  followed  fjy  the  diseliaige  of  one  or  two  liyda- 
lilbini  sacs.  From  lliat  time  I  re})eated  the  injections  every  eit;lit  or 
len  days,  and  in  this  way  I  effected  the  discliari^e  of  "20  to  *25  hydatids 
successively,  some  of  uiiich  were  shrunk,  and  stront^iy  impregnated  witli 
iodine.  On  one  occasion  the  patient  discharged  a  kind  of  cluster,  of  the 
thickness  and  length  of  a  small  pigeon's  iigg^  and  consisting  of  a  cenlrdl 
stem  proceeding  from  a  hase,  and  divided  into  a  numher  of  small  fihres  to 
which  granulated  bodies,  of  the  size  of  a  barley-corn,  were  attached. 
Several  of  these  bodies,  which  were  more  developed,  had  a  vesicular  ap- 
pearance, and  a  form  like  tliat  of  the  hydatids  completely  developed. 
Was  this  cluster  a  collection  of  germs?     it  seemed  })robable. 

By  degrees,  as  Madame  S.  B.  discharged  these  {)ai'asites,  whose  pre- 
sence had  so  long  troubled  her,  she  found  that  her  habitual  bad  health 
disappeared  ;  her  size  diminished,  and  every  symptom  of  good  health  be- 
gan to  manifest  itself  more  and  more.  Very  soon  the  injections,  which 
Were  always  followed  by  pains,  occasioned  no  more  discharges  of  hyda- 
tids, and  1  discontinued  my  treatment,  deeming  Madame  S.  B.  cured. 
Five  months  passed  before  this  result  was  obtained.  Was  it  necessary 
ihen  to  resort  to  a  prophylactic  treatment  ?  To  dexride  on  this  point,  I 
Was  first  to  become  acquainted  with  the  causes  which  govern  the  origin 
and  the  development  of  the  hydatids,  and  then  to  endeavor  to  remove 
my  patient  from  the  influence  of  these  causes.  The  authors  I  consulted 
Were  almost  all  silent  upon  this  interesting  question  :  those  who  touch  on 
it  in  general  agree  in  considering  the  hydatids  of  the  uterus  as  resulting 
from  false  conception.  It  is  true,  that  hitherto  these  parasites  have  been 
found  only  in  married  women  ;  I  am  not  aware  that  they  have  ever  been 
observed  in  virgins.  But  do  our  observations  suffice  to  admit  that  the 
alleged  false  conceptions  of  the  books  are  the  true  cause  of  the  formation 
of  hydatids  ?  I  shall  not  attempt  to  solve  this  problem,  which  will 
doubtless  call  into  exercise  the  penetration  of  the  naturalist,  but  will 
leave  the  subject,  gentlemen,  for  your  private  examination. 

As  I  was  unacquainted  with  the  causes  of  the  disease  I  had  been  treat- 
ing, I  took  no  precautionary  measures  to  guard  against  its  future  return. 
Two  years  passed,  during  which  1  saw  Madame  S.  B.  very  often,  and 
found  that  her  health  was  generally  good.  In  the  course  of  this  period, 
the  lady  wiih  her  husband  removed  to  the  other  side  of  Lake  Ponohar- 
train,  to  the  plantation  of  IMr.  E.  B.  Early  last  year  (1844)  I  was  vis*- 
ited  by  the  husband,  who  came  full  of  joy  to  announce  to  me  that  his  wife 
believed  herself  really  pregnant.  I  was  delighted  with  this  news,  for  1 
considered  that  pregnancy  was  an  indication  of  a  perfect  cure.  Five  or 
six  months  later  1  was  again  visited  by  the  husband,  who  now  appeared 
less  joyful.  The  pregnancy  of  his  wife  had  not  assumed  a  positive 
character,  and  she  began  to  entertain  fears  of  the  probable  return  of  a 
disease  from  wliich  we  had  supposed  her  forever  relieved.  I  requested 
him  to  bring  his  wife  to  the  city  ;  which  was  done  some  weeks  later.  A 
careful  examination  soon  convinced  me  that  the  fears  of  the  lady  were 
but  too  well  founded.  She  was  not  pregnant,  and  her  uterus  had  again 
become  distended  by  the  hydatids  of  a  new  formation. 
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Tills  Hihipsc  ini;j,ht  be  allnl)ii(<'{l  tolwo  ruiiscs.  Eitlicr  I  jiafl  not  con- 
tinued the  iiij(.'clii)Ms  lotii;  ('noiii;li,  and  liad  llm-^  Icji  Ucliind  soiac  <rerms. 
wiiich  had  subst'(|niMitlv  Ixconic  drvdopcd  ;  or  .sii|)|)osini(  all  llio  genns 
to  have  beeii  deslrox cd,  ('\))osui(.'  anew  to  ihc  unknown  cauM^s  of  ifie  dis- 
oas<'  had  occasioned  lis  ivluiii.  Jn  either  case  It.  becanie  nec.es.sarv  at 
once  to  destroy,  and  provoke  tin;  expulsion  of  tlie  hydatids.  The  i>ietb<)(.I 
was  known,  and  I  at  once  resorted  to  it.  Slrani^e  to  say — this  time  the 
injections  of  the  dilultMl  tincture;  of  lodhu;  wcnxi  ineflec.tual,  although  they 
excited  very  great  |)ains.  After  many  fruitless  attempts,  1  called  Viv. 
Luzenberg  in  consultation,  who  advised  the  use  of  the  infusion  of  the 
secalc  cornutum,  administered  in  the  form  of  injection,  and  of  drink  at 
the  same  time.  Deemini;  this  advice  t^^ood,  I  hastened  to  adopt  it.  Hut. 
like  the  injection  of  iodine,  it  was  followed  by  violent  expulsive  pains, 
though  unattended  by  the  discharge  of  any  of  the  hydatids.  On  one  oc- 
casion, however,  a  large  quantity  of  water  w  as  discharged  and  this  cir- 
cumstance confirmed  me  in  my  diagnosis.  At  length,  b(;lng  much  at  a 
loss,  I  thought  of  employing  corrosive  sublimate,  and  proposed  it  to  Dr. 
Labatut,  whom  I  met  on  one  occasion  in  attendance  on  my  patient.  He 
approved  of  my  suggestion. 

I  then  prepared  an  alcoholic  solution  of  corrosive  sublimate,  in  the 
proportion  of  half  a  drachm  (^demi  gros)  of  sublimate  to  one  ounce  of 
alcohol,  adding  hydrochloric  acid  ;  1  then  mixed  about  two  dessertspoons 
(cuiUerces  a  cafe)  of  this  liquid  in  six  ounces  of  water,  which  I  injected 
into  the  uterus  in  the  way  already  described.  On  this  occasion,  either 
by  chance,  efficaciousness,  or  better  luck,  the  injection  was  followed  by 
the  expulsion  of  two  hydatids,  perfectly  identical  with  those  1  have  de- 
scribed. I  continued  this  treatment  every  week,  and  very  soon,  after  the 
expulsion  of  many  other  hydatids,  my  patient  recovered  her  health. 

It  is  now  three  months  since  my  patient  was  restored  to  health.  With 
the  vlew^  of  preventing  the  return  of  the  disease,  I  have  advised  her  to 
visit  the  city  every  month  to  receive  one  or  two  injections  of  the  weak 
solution  of  corrosive  sublimate.  She  has  followed  my  advice,  and  I  hope 
to  prevail  upon  her  to  continue  the  treatment  for  a  year  longer. 

The  observations  which  I  have  now  presented  to  you  are  not  as  com- 
plete as  might  be  desired.  I  will  render  them  more  so  hereafter,  if  possi- 
ble. Such  as  they  are,  I  thought  them  interesting  enough  to  merit  some 
notice  among  our  labors.  In  concluding  these  remarks,  I  would  state 
that  before  makino;  the  IrritatinG;  injections  which  brouirht  about  the  re- 
covery  of  Madame  S.  B.,T  reflected  on  the  danger  attending  their  use. 
Any  liquid  poured  into  the  uterine  cavity,  must,  under  ordinary  circum- 
stances, be  rapidly  conveyed  into  the  Fallopian  tubes  by  absorption  and 
capillary  attraction.  From  the  Fallopian  tubes  into  die  peritoneal  cavity 
there  is  but  a  step,  and  a  liquid  poured  into  this  cavity  would  almost  ne- 
cessarily develope  a  peritonitis,  which  might  itself  soon  terminate  fatally. 
1  was  not  myself  acquainted  with  any  fact  on  which  to  ground  this  ap- 
prehension, hut  Dr.  De  Valetti  informed  me  that  he  had  somewhere  read 
of  a  fact  which  should  make  one  exceedingly  cautious  in  injecting  the 
uterus.     This  was  the  ease  o^  a  woman,  who  being  treated  with  an  in- 
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jecliini  of  the  watery  solution  of  ioiline  into  the  uterus,  with  the  view  of 
"curm^  the  tiuor  alhus,  sank  soon  after  under  a  very  severe  peritonitis, 
which  was  the  consequence  of  the  injection. 

Hut  a  woman  wlioso  womb  is  filled  with  hydatids,  is  under  very  different 
circumstances,  and  ihe  apprehension  of  this  danger  is  less.  Indeed,  it  is 
natural  to  conclude,  that  the  hydatids  themselves  would  serve  as  mechani- 
cal impediments  to  the  passage  of  any  liquid  through  the  Fallopian  tubes, 
and  thence  into  the  peritoneum.  This  passage  being  prevented,  all 
medicinal  action  would  take  place  within  the  uterus,  and  would  be  limit- 
ed to  the  destruction  of  the  parasites  in  that  organ,  and  to  the  develop- 
ment of  expulsive  irritation. 

Still,  it  should  not  be  inferred  from  the  fact  I  have  just  related,  that 
uterine  injections  are  always  harmless.  On  the  contrary,  I  think  them 
dangerous  under  ordinary  circumstances,  and  I  should  advise  their  em- 
ployment with  the  greatest  possible  reserve. 


MEDICAL   TREATMENT   AND   CLASSIFICATION   OF   THE   INSANE. 

[k  Report  of  the  Metropolitan  Commissioners  in  Lunacy  to  the  Lord 
Chancellor  of  England,  presented  to  both  Houses  of  Parliament,  has 
lately  been  published.  From  a  review  of  it  in  the  British  and  Foreign 
Medical  Review,  we  copy  that  portion  which  relates  to  the  medical  treat- 
ment of  insanity  and  the  classification  of  lunatics.] 

The  medical  treatment  of  the  insane  was  an  object  of  careful  inquiry, 
and  although  the  commissioners  often  found  difficulty  at  getting  at  the  truth, 
yet  on  the  whole  they  trust  they  have  gained  a  tolerably  correct  know- 
ledge of  the  means  employed.  They  found  great  diversity  of  treatment. 
In  some  exclusion  and  safe  custody  seem  to  be  the  sole  objects,  no  plan 
of  cure  being  attempted.  For  this  a  resident  medical  man,  or  one  very 
near,  is  necessary.  Many  asylums  having  less  than  100  patients  are 
under  the  management  of  persons  ignorant  of  medicine,  and  are  visited 
by  a  medical  man  at  a  distance.  Several  of  the  private  asylums  are  the 
property  of  physicians  who  reside  in  them,  and  many  of  these  appear  to 
treat  their  patients  with  judgment  and  skill.  Amongst  the  most  frequent 
causes  of  insanity  in  paupers  are  habitual  intemperance,  poverty,  grief, 
disappointment,  want  of  sufficient  sustenance — all  tending  to  weaken  and 
exhaust  the  body,  a  condition  often  aggravated  by  sending  them  to  work- 
houses, instead  of  to  asylums,  where  they  might  have  at  once  medical 
treatment.  The  general  opinion  of  the  best  informed  medical  attendants 
is  that  the  most  successful  method  of  cure  of  pauper  lunatics  is  to  remove 
this  state  of  bodily  weakness  and  exhaustion,  by  a  restorative  plan  cal- 
culated to  reproduce  a  vigorous  state  of  bodily  health.  For  this  purpose 
are  employed  a  nutritive  and  tolerably  full  diet,  consisting  of  a  conside- 
rable proportion  of  animal  food,  wholesome  bread,  milk  porridge,  a  milk 
thickened  with  various  farinaceous  substances,  and  good  broth,  with  a 
moderate  quantity  of  malt  liquor,  ale  or  porter,  and  in  some  extreme 
cases  wine  or  other  stimulants.     Warm  clothing  and  bedding,  and  a  mod- 
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erately  warm  and  dry  atinosphcre,  ai'(5  indisponsublo  In  pminotini^  the  cure 
and  I'omrort,  as  lor  \\\v  most  part  tlu;  cirenlatioii  is  languid,  and  sud'criiijr 
arises  from  exposure  to  cold  and  damp.  '•  Kxercisc  in  the  open  air  in 
cheerful  ainnL!;-ii;rounds  ;  haths,  either  warm  or  cold,  accordiiif^  to  the  state 
of  the  circulation,  and  the  hahilnal  tempeialuic  of  the  skin  ;  frictions  pro- 
molini;  cleaidincss  and  dryness  of  tin?  surliUM;  of  the  hody,  and  tendin;^  to 
keep  up  the'  action  of  thi^  bloodvessels  to  a  certain  healthy  standard,  are 
generally  found  to  promoter  the  restoration  of  patients  whose  cases  are  of  a 
curabh^  description."  These  are  often  assisted  by  tonic  and  stimulant 
medicines.  The  whole  of  this  plan  is  said  to  prove  beneficial  only  when 
there  are  no  si«^ns  of  coni^estion  of  the  brain,  or  tendency  to  epilepsy  or 
paralysis :  topical  bleedini^s  and  counter-irritants  arc  then  necessary. 
The  tonics  most  used  are  carbonate  of  iron,  cinchona,  sulphate  of  quina, 
gentian,  combined  with  aloetics  if  tliere  be  costiveness,  or  with  astringents 
when  in  cases  of  great  debility  there  is  diarrhoea  or  dysentery.  A  moist 
or  relaxed  state  of  the  skin,  with  cold  extrennities  ;  a  shrunk  or  shrivelled 
surface,  with  a  livid  and  blotchy,  or  pale  and  yellow  complexion,  and 
feeble  circulation,  frequently  co-exist  with  insanity  arising  from  depressing 
causes  ;  and  great  advantages  are  said  to  arise  from  carbonate  of  ammo- 
nia, in  frequent  doses,  for  a  considerable  time.  Emetics  and  powerful 
purgatives,  unless  indicated  by  any  temporary  disorder,  arc  said  in  this 
form  of  insanity  to  be  injurious.  It  is  the  testimony  of  the  best-informed 
medical  superintendents  that  the  restoration  of  bodily  health  is  accom- 
panied with  marked  improvement  in  the  state  of  the  mind.  There  are, 
as  may  be  supposed,  some  medical  superintendents  who  do  not  either 
practise  or  agree  to  this  very  judicious  system. 

The  commissioners  believe  that  an  ample  supply  of  sufficient  food  is 
one  of  the  most  important  aids  towards  the  relief  or  cure  of  insanity 
among  the  poor.  They  have  been  assured  by  various  intelligent  super- 
intendents of  asylums  that  insanity  has  been  frequently  alleviated,  and  re- 
peatedly cured,  solely  by  increasing  the  quantity  of  wholesome  food  ;  and 
it  is  in  consequence  of  their  opinion  that  the  amount  of  food  allowed  to 
pauper  lunatics,  and  the  rate  of  payment  made  for  them  in  private  asylums, 
which  is  sometimes  too  low  to  remunerate  the  proprietor  for  a  more  liberal 
supply,  should  be  under  the  control  of  official  visiters.  External  warmth 
is  very  necessary  in  this  debilitated  state.  Exercise  is  very  important, 
but  for  the  most  part  pauper  lunatics  are  shut  up  in  small  cheerless  yards. 

There  is  a  difference  of  opinion  as  to  the  use  of  opiates.  Some  abjure 
them,  others  look  upon  them  as  most  valuable  in  cases  of  agitation  and 
excitement,  and  have  recourse  to  them  on  all  occasions  when  want  of 
sleep  and  restlessness  produce  debility  and  exhaustion.  "  This  last 
practice  seems  to  be  gaining  ground.  Preparations  of  opium  and  other 
sedatives,  given  in  repeated  and  sufficient  doses,  are  thought  by  the  best 
informed  practitioners,  who  conduct  the  medical  treatment  in  the  large 
asylums,  to  be  of  great  efficacy  in  subduing  excitement  and  agitation, 
and  conjoined  with  the  use  of  baths,  cold  applications  to  the  head,  anti- 
spasmodics, and  aperients,  are  said  to  promote  the  cure  of  mania  in  the 
early  and  acute  stages."     Several  instances  are  recorded,  at  the  licensed 
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houses  of  Betlinal  Green,  of  patients  having  been  restored  to  reason,  In 
a  very  short  time,  by  the  skilful  administration  of  opiates. 

Tiiese  observations  on  treatment  apply  principally  to  recent  cases  ;  in 
chronic  ones  medicine  is  of  less  efficacy,  but  much  may  be  done  by  skilful 
medical  and  moral  manaLjement. 

The  classification  ot  lunatics  is  one  of  the  most  im|)ortant  amelioiations 
in  their  management  which  has  been  Introduced  of  late  years.  The  prin- 
ciple consists  in  distributing  them  according  to  their  mental  disorders, 
and  in  associating  those  whose  intercourse  is  likely  to  be  mutually  bene- 
ficial, and  in  separating  othtus  who  mutually  annoy  and  irritate.  The  rules 
have  been  entirely  founded  on  experience. 

1st.  The  first  object  is  the  separation  of  dangerous  lunatics  from  others, 
keeping  them  in  one  or  more  separate  divisions,  surrounded  by  a  suffi- 
cient number  of  experienced  attendants. 

2d.  Restless  and  noisy  lunatics  require  separate  wards  and  airing- 
grounds,  removed  as  far  as  possible  from  those  of  a  quieter  sort.  In  some 
asylums,  where  there  is  no  such  ariangement,  tiiere  is  an  appearance  of 
restless  agitation  among  all  the  patients. 

3d.  Dirty  patients,  such  as  fatuous  persons,  insensible  to  the  calls  of 
nature,  re(|uire  a  separate  department. 

4th.  The  classification  of  melancholy  patients  requires  great  dis- 
crimination. They  are  often  aware  of  the  state  of  others,  and  their  own 
condition,  and  contemplate  with  horror  the  prospect  of  being  reduced  to 
the  plight  of  demented  or  violent  maniacs,  if  associated  with  them ;  so 
that  they  should  not  be  placed  with  those  whose  intellects  are  more 
deeply  injured  than  their  own.  They  occasionally  derive  benefit  from 
the  comparison  and  contrariety  of  their  several  illusions,  and  are  cheered 
by  associating  with  patients  of  a  lively  and  excitable  habit  of  mind. 
From  tlieir  suicidal  tendency  they  re(julre  careful  watching.  In  the 
Lancaster  Asylum  the  suicidal  patients  are  associated  with  the  cheerful, 
and  with  advantage. 

5th.  Epileptics  should  be  kept  apart.  Their  fits  alarm  the  timid,  and 
they  themselves  are  injured  by  the  excitement  of  the  noisy.  At  Lincoln 
they  are  placed  in  donnitories,  where  an  attendant,  w  l)o  is  placed  so  as  to 
have  a  complete  view  of  the  apartment,  watches  them  throughout  the 
night  ;  a  i)lan  deserving  imitation. 

6th.  The  tranquil  and  convalescent  are  placed  together. 

The  Gloucester  Asylum  is  a  fair  specimen  of  the  classification  in 
county  asylums.  The  different  classes  are  as  follows  :  a,  quiet  |)atients 
and  those  approacliing  convalescence  ;  b,  the  epileptics  ;  c,  the  fatuous  ; 
(i,  the  dirty  and  noisy  ;  and  e,  the  working  class,  forming  a  distinct  body, 
consisting  of  convalescents,  and  some  incurable  patients  who  are  yet  ca- 
pable of  cultivating  the  garden  and  grounds. 

Tiie  classification  of  the  Lancaster  Asylum  is  the  most  complete.  On 
each  side  are  ten  wards.  L  Cases  of  dementia,  associated  with  active, 
orderly  and  quiet  cases,  who  have  been  some  time  in  the  house,  and  can 
render  the  demented  assistance.  2.  Recent  cases,  associated  with  orderly 
and  active  ones  as  above.     3.  Patients  who  have  not  manifested  a  ten- 
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tloncy  to  vloliMico,  to  suicide,  or  to  cscaj)e.  4.  Coiivaloscont  cases,  a  few 
old  cases,  mid  oni*  or  two  sui(;idal  cas(!s.  5.  Refractory  and  excited 
cases.  (3.  Suicidal,  with  cIuhtIuI  and  watchful  cases.  7.  Refractory 
patients,  and  violent  epileptics.  3.  Epileptics  who  are  not  violent. 
9.  Aged  quiet  ones  of  long  standing,  and  a  few  suicidal  cases.  10.  In- 
firmary cases. 


CASE  OF  DISCOLORATION   OF  THE   SKIN. 

By  John  Stackhousc,  M.D.,  of  Patriot,  Indiana. 

The  case,  the  particulars  of  which  I  am  ahout  to  relate,  possesses  in- 
terest on  account  of  its  relations  to  medical  jurisprudence,  and  is,  there- 
fore, prohably  worthy  of  being  preserved. 

A  family  moved  into  this  neighborhood  some  time  since,  and  not  long 
after  they  came,  the  mother,  who  was  pregnant,  was  taken  with  a  bilious 
affection  \vhich,  though  slight  at  first,  finally  confined  her  to  her  bed. 
One  of  the  most  distn^ssing  symptoms  in  her  case  was  a  difiiculty  ol 
breathing,  attended  with  something  like  spasms,  when  she  was  in  the  re- 
cumbent posture.  This,  1  supposed,  grew  out  of  the  pressure  of  the  foe- 
tus on  the  abdominal  aorta.  In  about  three  weeks  from  the  supervention 
of  her  indisposition,  she  was  delivered  of  a  female  child.  At  first,  being 
occupied  w^ith  the  case  of  the  mother,  I  paid  but  little  attention  to  the 
inflmt,  but  on  inspecting  it  closely  die  next  day,  I  w^as  induced  by  its  ap- 
pearance to  suspect  that  it  might  be  a  mulatto.  Its  hair  was  very  black, 
long,  straight  and  fine,  feeling  somewhat  woolly.  The  white  of  its  eyes 
was  clear,  and  showed  more  than  it  usually  does  in  the  white  race.  The 
iris  and  pupil  had  the  dark  complexion  seen  in  the  mulatto ;  the  head, 
fi-om  the  forehead  to  the  occiput,  was  longer,  and  from  temple  to  temple 
narrower,  than  common  ;  the  base  of  the  nose  was  w^ell  raised,  and  its  point 
not  broader  or  flatter  than  is  usual  in  white  children  ;  its  lips,  if  any  difl?er- 
ence,  were  somewhat  thicker,  and  on  the  inside  w  ere  of  a  bluish  color  ;  the 
hands  and  feet  were  delicate,  and  the  latter  corresponding  in  the  heel  and 
instep  to  the  Caucasian  form.  The  skin  of  the  face  was  as  dark  as  it  is 
found  on  the  mulatto,  but  there  was  something  peculiar  in  its  appearance, 
such  as  might  be  given  by  dusting  the  surface  with  a  pufT-ball.  Along 
the  back  the  color  was  very  dark,  as  also  down  the  belly  ;  the  remainder 
of  the  skin  was  of  the  mulatto  color. 

The  meconium  not  having  been  discharged,  I  ordered  castor  oil,  but 
my  directions  were  not  obeyed,  and  on  the  second  day  an  evacuation  of 
it  took  place,  from  the  action  of  the  colostrum.  The  child  was  observed 
to  be  unusually  drowsy,  to  sleep  more  than  w^as  natural,  and  was  roused 
by  the  mother,  even  to  nurse,  with  difiiculty.  Something  like  spasms 
were  early  seen  when  she  was  raised  up  ;  at  the  same  time  her  bowels 
were  irregular,  though  the  stools  were  not  unnatural  in  color,  nor  was  the 
urine  discolored,  nor  her  diapers  stained  by  that  secretion. 

Symptoms  of  bad  health  continued  for  three  weeks,  when  she  was 
seized  suddenly  with  an  alarming  convulsion.     I  found  her  shortly   after 


418  Case  oj  Discoloration  oj  the  Skin. 

laboring  iindLT  what  ini<jflit  have  been  taken  for  a  case  of  spafeiiiodic 
cixjuj).  All  einelic  of  ipecacuan  was  adiiiinisteied,  which  opeialed  twice, 
with  the  rehcf  uf  the  syniptoiiis,  for  the  time.  In  the  evening  of  the 
same  day,  however,  the  spasm  returned,  the  breathing  becoming  very 
ditHcult.  1  resorted  to  bloodleltiii"^  and  a  warm  hatli,  from  which  slie 
obtained  pretty  speedy  relief,  and  passed  a  comlorlable  night,  undt-r  tlie 
inriuence  of  minute  doses  of  calomel  and  ipecac.  The  following  day, 
about  II  o'clock,  she  was  seized  with  another  convulsion,  which  continu- 
ed, with  occasional  intermissions,  until  1 1  o'clock,  at  night,  when  it  sub- 
sided ;  but  ai  tile  same  hour  tiie  next  day  the  spasms  again  sujiervened, 
thus  seeming  to  have  assumed  a  periodical  character,  recuning  at  regular 
intervals.  In  this  manner  they  continued  to  come  on  for  four  days,  and 
were  not  followed  by  fever.  After  this  time,  they  began  to  anticipate, 
appearing  daily  at  an  earlier  hour,  and  extending  lurther  into  the  night, 
and  were  succeeded  by  fever.  On  the  tenth  day  after  she  was  attacked 
by  convulsions,  she  died. 

The  report  having  become  common  that  the  child  was  a  mulatto,  the 
parents  ai^reed,  the  day  after  burial,  that  the  body  should  be  disinterred 
and  examined.  Six  physicians  were  present  at  the  autopsy.  The  first 
circumstance  which  struck  us,  was  the  staining  of  the  shroud  of  a  deep 
saffron  color,  by  a  fluid  which  had  run  out  of  the  nose.  On  opening  the 
trachea  an  unusual  amount  of  yellow  mucus  was  found  lining  its  walls. 
The  bloodvessels  of  the  brain  appeared  to  be  in  a  state  of  congestion, 
but  the  substance  of  that  organ  exhibited  a  healthy  appearance  ;  a  tea- 
spoonful  of  water  was  contained  in  the  right  ventricle. 

On  laying  open  the  abdominal  cavity,  the  bowels  presented  a  delicate 
tinge  of  yellow  ;  the  liver  was  cut  into  and  appeared  harder  than  natural, 
and  otherwise  unhealthy.     The  examination  was  not  carried  further. 

Could  this  have  been  a  case  of  jaundice,  unaccompanied  by  the  usual 
discoloration  of  the  eyes  and  of  the  urine  ! 

Is  it  not  possible  that  the  bilious  disorder  of  the  mother  was  communi- 
cated to  the  foetus  in  utero,  which  came  thus  to  present  the  appearances 
described. 

Are  there  any  certain  marks  for  distinguishing  a  mulatto  from  a  white 
child  after  several  days  interment  ?  Is  the  hair  of  mulattoes  black,  straight, 
and  generally  longer  than  the  hair  of  white  children  ;  or  is  it  curled  at 
birth  ;  or  does  it  become  curly  in  three  or  four  weeks  ?  Have  they 
more  black  upon  the  back  and  abdomen  than  on  other  parts,  and  do  their 
feet  partake,  of  the  peculiarities  of  the  Caucasian  foot  ? 

These  are  some  of  the  questions  which  seem  naturally  to  arise  on  a 
review  of  this  case,  and  concerning  which  it  would  be  well  if  the  pro- 
fession had  more  precise  information,  coming  up  as  they  occasionally  do 
in  courts  of  justice,  and  eliciting  from  medical  witnesses  the  greatest  con- 
trariety of  opinion.  The  reader  will  perhaps  decide  at  once,  that  all  the 
appearances  exhibited  by  this  infant  arose  ii'om  disease,  and  this  decision 
may  be  a  correct  one  ;  but  it  is  enough  to  show  that  the  question  is  not 
of  su;^.h  easy  solution,  that  the  persons  who  inspected  the  body  of  the  child 
did  not  come  uuanimouslv  to  that  conclusion. —  West,  Med.  Journal. 
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i:\Ti:iNsiVE  diseasl:  or  the  stomacii. 

By  J.  M.  Paul,  M.D.,   Philadelphia. 

B.  G.,  a<;i'tl  59  years,  a  «j;enll(Miian  of  a  ncrvo-sanguineous  temperament; 
active,  industrious,  and  tein|)(Tate  in  his  habits  ;  had  (jnjoyed  perfect  and 
uninterrupti'd  lieallh,  willi  the  exception  of  slitdit  and  occasional  attacks 
of  dianlicea,  for  the  hist  year  of  his  hie. 

On  the  eveninif  of  We(hiesday,  the  19th  of  Mareli  last,  he  returned 
home  from  his  place  of  business,  much  fati<(ued  in  body  and  in  nn'nd  ; 
complainiiiii;  of  \vearin(>ss  and  achinti;  of  the  limbs,  (dilllin(,'ss,  sore  throat, 
headache,  and  some  febrile  excitement.  His  wife  persuad(?d  him  to 
bathe  his  feet  in  hot  water,  with  the  addition  of  mustard,  and  to  take 
some  magnesia  and  Epsom  salts,  which  he  did,  and  retired  to  bed. 
During  the  night  he  experienced  great  restlessness,  pain  in  the  head, 
nausea,  and  some  vomiting  of  bilious  fluid,  with  a  sensation  of  distress  at 
the  epigastrium  ;  but  these  symptoms  were  partially  relieved  by  the  ope- 
ration of  the  purgative  medicine  he  had  taken,  and  towards  mornino-  he 
felt  himself  better,  and  slept. 

I  first  visited  him  about  1 1  o'clock  on  the  Thursday  morning  ensuing, 
and  found  him  laboring  under  a  slight  fever,  some  headache,  oppression 
at  the  stomach — with  an  obscure  tenderness  on  pressure.  The  epigas- 
trium yielded,  on  percussion,  a  tympanitic  sound  ;  the  tongue  was  coated 
and  white  ;  the  pulse  moderately  full,  but  regular.  He  was  directed  to 
keep  perfectly  quiet ;  to  take,  occasionally,  a  mixture  of  the  citrate  of 
potash  with  sp.  nitri  dulcis ;  to  apply  a  sinapism  over  the  epigastrium, 
followed  by  a  mush  poultice  ;  and  to  use  ice,  and  mucilaginous  drinks. 
In  the  evening  he  took  six  grains  of  the  blue  mass,  and  repeated  the 
warm  foot  bath. 

On  Friday,  the  21st,  he  felt  so  well  as  to  be  abte  to  return  to  his 
place  of  business,  and  there  he  continued  until  late  in  the  evening,  attend- 
ing to  his  affairs.  In  the  evening  he  returned  home  much  fatigued — com- 
plaining of  chilliness,  headache,  &.c.  Bathed  his  feet  in  hot  v/ater  and 
mustard,  took  a  cup  of  weak  tea,  and  retired  to  his  bed.  His  wife  gave 
him,  in  the  night,  some  magnesia,  which  operated  well,  but  he  had  a 
restless  night ;  some  wandering,  headache,  and  a  sense  of  weight  or  ob- 
struction at  the  pit  of  the  stomach  ;  flatulence,  and  occasional  nausea,  but 
no  vomiting. 

On  the  morning  of  the  22d  1  found  him  feverish,  with  a  pulse  full  and 
active  ;  tongue  coated  with  a  thin,  white  covering ;  and  complaining^  of 
pain  in  the  head  ;  his  bowels  had  been  freely  moved.  1  took  away 
§  xvj.  of  blood,  which  relieved  his  head  ;  it  was  buffy  and  slightly  cup- 
ped ;  re-applied  the  mustard  over  the  stomach,  followed  by  poultices  of 
mush,  and  directed  a  mixture  of  the  bi-carbonate  of  potash,  with  a  litde 
camphor  water,  to  relieve  his  flatulence  ;  ice  to  be  taken  freelv  ;  cold 
applications  to  the  head  ;  mucilaginous  drinks,  &ic. 

These  remedies   gave  him  comfort,  and  in  the  evening  he  was  better, 
and  expressed  himself  much  relieved. 

At    night,  he  took   six   grains  of  the  blue   pill,  and   repeated  the  foot 
bath ;  continued  the  ice,  poultices,  and  mucilaginous  drinks. 
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On  Sunday,  the  23d,  he  continued  much  the  same  ;  his  symptoms 
were,  however,  milder.     The  same  treatment  was  continued. 

On  Monday  morning,  the  '24th,  lie  appeared  convalescent ;  expressed 
himself  as  decidedly  better ;  the  fever  had  subsided  ;  pulse  good  and 
regular  ;  head  relieved ;  stomach  more  comfortable,  though  still  exhibit- 
ing some  tenderness  on  pressure.  There  was  considerable  muscular 
prostration,  but  the  general  aspect  of  the  patient  was  good  and  favorable. 
There  was  nothing  present  to  indicate  danger  :  the  patient,  indeed,  thought 
himself  almost  well.  During  my  visit,  1  carefully  examined  the  epigastric 
and  abdominal  regions,  and  finding  that  pressure  still  gave  him  pain,  by 
way  of  precaution,  1  proposed  that  some  twenty  leeches  should  be  ap- 
plied over  the  painful  part,  to  be  succeeded  by  a  large  poultice  of  com 
meal  ;  to  this  he  acceded.  The  leeches  were  applied,  h)ut  were  a  long 
time  in  taking  hold  ;  this  caused  the  patient  great  fatigue,  from  the  con- 
fined position  to  which  he  was  necessarily  subjected.  A  small  quantity 
of  blood  was  drawn  by  the  leeches  ;  after  they  fell  off  he  sank  Into  a 
slee}),  which  lasted  for  half  an  hour,  when  he  suddenly  awoke,  jumped 
out  of  bed  to  t^o  to  the  chair,  as  had  been  his  custom,  reached  the  middle 
of  his  chamber,  became  faint,  and  was  near  falling,  when  he  was  assisted 
to  bed  with  difliculty. 

I  saw  him  half  an  hour  after  this  occurrence  ;  found  him  utterly  pros- 
trated ;  breathing  rapidly,  and  with  a  pulse  of  150  to  160  a  minute.  I 
immediately  gave  him  freely  of  brandy,  aromatic  spirits  of  ammonia,  and 
hot  nourishment  ;  hot  bricks  were  applied  to  the  feet,  with  sinapisms, 
&tc. ;  but  without  much,  if  any,  effect.  Pulse  continued  rapid  and  fee- 
ble ;  prostration  extreme. 

At  my  request.  Dr.  Caspar  Morris  was  called  in  consultation.  He  con- 
sidered the  patient  as  alarmingly  III  ;  approved  of  the  stimulants,  and  sug- 
gested the  application  of  a  blister  over  the  epigastrium,  cold  to  the  head,  and 
ice  to  be  taken  Internally,  and  wine  whey  to  be  substituted  for  the  brandy. 
This  was  at  2  o'clock,  P.  M.  I  continued  with  him,  and  Dr.  Morris 
saw  him  again  In  a  few  hours.  The  Indications  of  sinking  continued, 
and  the  case  was  evidently  hopeless.  The  mind  of  the  patient  was  col- 
lected and  clear  ;  had  no  Idea  of  his  danger,  and  could  not  feel  that  he 
was  III.     He  died  about  6.J  o'clock,  apparently  in  a  gentle  sleep. 

Autopsy. — Present,  Drs.  Paul,C.  Morris,  and  J.  Neill.  The  external 
appearances  of  the  body  generally,  were  natural ;  some  lividity  existed 
about  the  extremities.  The  abdomen  was  opened  through  the  linea  alba  : 
the  adipose  tissue  was  one  inch  in  thickness.  On  displaying  the  viscera 
in  their  natural  position,  there  was  exhibited  a  slight  adhesion  of  the 
omentum  ma  jus  to  the  parietes,  at  the  epigastric  region.  Large  patches 
of  coagulated  lymph  were  found  upon  the  great  omentum,  which  ex- 
tended to  the  left  hypochondriac  region,  completely  covering  the  anterior 
face  of  the  stomach,  and  a  portion  of  the  spleen.  The  superior  face  of 
the  liver  was  also  found  to  be  coated  by  a  lamina  of  coagulated  lymph, 
which  could  be  removed  In  masses.  The  peritoneum  of  the  parietes  of 
the  abdomen  exhibited  a  venous  injection,  and  the  cavity  contained  a 
pint  or  more  of  serum. 
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The  sloiiiarli  was  roinovod,  and  found  to  l)o  oxcoodinjily  lu^avy, 
wcii^liinij:,  prohahly,  OHO  and  a  liall  |)()inHl.s  ;  it  contained  a  llik:k  fluid 
of  a  liLilit  brown  color.  Its  walls  wcw  ahont  half  an  inch  in  thickness 
— tli(>  increase  Ix'inn  [niiicipalU  in  llie  cellular  and  mucous  coats.  Tile 
cellular  coal,  near  the  cardia,  was  lilled  with  coagulated  lymph,  which 
l)ecani(^  less  fiiin  near  the*  middle;  at  the  pyloius,  tlu;  cellular  coat  was 
dist(Mided  to  the  same  thickness  with  sorum.  The  mucous  coat  exhihited 
great  chauL^es  in  structun^  and  appearance — bein<i;  much  thickened,  and 
very  lirm  :  its  hue  was  florid — the  color  beinii;  deeper  at  the  fi;r(.'ater  cur- 
vature. Its  surface  pri'siMited  a  very  rough,  ii;ranular  formation,  each  |)ro- 
jection  being  about  the  size  of  a  grain  of  coffee,  or  larger.  Thes(;  were 
dense  and  unyielding  to  the  touch,  and  more  vascular  than  the  surround- 
inir  tissue  ;  they  were  more  numerous  at  the  nrn>ater  curvature. 

The  liver  presented  no  unusual  appearance  in  its  glandidar  structure. 

A  section  of  the  upper  part  of  the  jejunum,  and  a  section  of  the  ileum, 
were  examined  ;  but  presented  no  appearance  of  disease  in  any  of  their 
coats,  except  the  injected  peritoneum. 

The  examination  was  interesting  in  many  respects.  It  proved  that, 
with  such  altered  structures,  the  case  was  beyond  the  reach  of  medicine. 
It  presented  traces  of  great  inflammation,  with  little  accompanying  pain. 
It  presented  abnormal  stmctures,  which  must  have  taken  time  to  form, 
during,  apparently,  the  enjoyment  of  good  health.  It  shows  that  exten- 
sive disorganizations  may  take  place  in  some  tissues,  without  the  occur- 
rence of  any  symptoms  by  which  their  existence  is  revealed  to  either  the 
patient  or  his  physician. —  Trans.  Philadelphia  College  of  Physicians. 


EXTRA-UTERINE   FCETATION. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal, 

Dear  Sir, — The  following  case,  in  its  successive  stages,  has  afforded 
me  mucli  interest,  and  if  you  consider  it  worthy,  you  are  at  liberty  to 
give  it  publication. 

I\Irs.  Johnson,  of  Bradford,  was  married  November,  1S3S.  In  the 
spring  of  184  I  she  had  suspension  of  the  menses  for  two  or  three  months, 
and  presented  some  other  signs  of  pregnancy.  In  January,  1842,  in  my 
absence,  she  consulted  Dr.  Longley,  of  Haverhill,  for  what  she  supposed 
to  be  prolapsus  uteri.  She  was  then  three  months  advanced  in  her  first 
pregnancy.  He  told  her,  if  that  was  the  case,  in  two  or  three  months 
it  would  cease  to  trouble  her.  He  did  not  make  an  examination.  1  think 
it  did  not  trouble  her  much  after  that  period  of  time.  In  July  following, 
I  attended  her  in  her  first  labor,  v/hich  was  natural  and  easy.  She  had 
a  rapid  convalescence.  Two  months  after,  she  consulted  me  about  this 
same  prolapsus  uteri,  as  she  considered  it.  She  described  it  by  saying 
that  something  descended  low  in  the  vagina,  and  that,  after  she  had  walk- 
ed some  distance,  or  stood  upon  her  feet  for  some  length  of  time,  it  would 
make  its  appearance  externally.  She  also  complained  of  some  pain  in 
her  left  hip  ;  and  also  of  a  pricking  and  uneasy  sensation  in   the  lower 


42*2  Extra^uttrine  Fcttation. 

and  Iclt  re»^ioii  of  ilie  abdomen  when  she  rode  in  a  canlai^e.  It  was  no! 
then  convenient  lor  me  to  umke  an  examination  per  vaginam,  but  1  told 
her  that  I  would,  and  advise  her  of  a  course  to  be  pursued.  13ut  soon  after 
this,  without  the  proposed  examination  bein»4  made,  she  left  for  iNew 
lork,  where  she  spent  some  lime  on  a  visit  with  her  friends.  Alter  her 
return,  I  heard  nolliing  respecting  it  till  last  December,  at  which  time  she 
was  seven  months  advanced  in  her  second  pregnancy.  I  told  her  it  could 
not  be  prolapsus  uteri,  and  proposed  an  examination.  1  found,  on  exami- 
nation, a  tumor  between  the  rectum  and  vagina,  soft  and  llabby  to  the 
touch.  This  tumor,  she  said,  descended  so  as  to  con>e  in  sight  whenever 
she  stood  upon  her  feet  for  any  length  of  time,  and  had  done  so  ever  since 
her  first  confinement.  As  to  the  nature  of  this  tumor,  1  was  then  unable 
to  form  any  opinion. 

March  5,  at  7  o'clock  in  the  morning,  I  was  called  to  attend  her  in 
her  second  labor,  the  membranes  having  been  ruptured  several  hours.  Os 
uteri  undilated ;  pains  slight  and  irregular,  and  continued  so  through  the 
day  and  night  following.  March  6,  at  7  in  the  morning  was  called  againv 
The  pains  at  this  time  were  regular  and  somewhat  severe  ;  os  uteri  still 
remained  rigid  ;  the  abdomen  presented  that  appearance  which  is  peculiar 
in  cases  of  twins,  and  the  skin  covering  it  was  dark  and  discolored.  By 
noon  the  os  uteri  became  fully  dilated,  and  the  pains  still  continued  ;  head 
presentation  ;  the  anterior  fontanelle  to  the  arch  of  the  pubes.  Although 
pains  continued  during  the  afternoon,  labor  progressed  but  litde,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  obstruction  from  the  tumor  which  nearly  filled  the  vagina. 
No  motion  of  the  child  had  been  perceived  for  the  last  24  hours.  Hav- 
ing consulted  Dr.  Longley,  of  Haverhill,  1  punctured  this  tumor  from  the 
rectum  with  a  large  trocar  (after  having  first  introduced  an  explorator  to 
ascertain  its  contents),  and  drew  off  about  one  pint  and  a  half  of  fluid,. 
about  the  consistence  of  molasses,  in  color  and  appearance  resembling 
meconium,  without  smell.  The  contents  of  the  tumor  being  removed, 
labor  progressed,  though  slowly.  After  waiting  about  two  hours,  I  ap- 
plied the  forceps  and  finished  the  labor.  I  was  obliged  to  evacuate  the 
bladder  for  ten  days  with  the  catheter.  She  gradually  improved,  and 
was  able,  on  the  25th,  to  leave  her  chamber. 

On  the  27th,  she  felt  pain  in  the  lower  region  of  the  abdomen,  and 
had  constant  inclination  to  pass  urine.  On  examination,  1  could  feel  a 
tumor  above  the  pubes  inclining  towards  the  right,  and  extending  half 
wav  to  the  ribs,  and  descendin";  between  the  vaj^ina  and  rectum  to  the 
peritoneum.  Pulse  130  ;  respiration  hurried  ;  abdominal  tumor  tender 
to  the  touch.  On  the  28th,  I  punctured,  as  before,  by  the  rectum,  and  it 
discharged  one  quart  and  one  half  pint  of  an  ofTensive  fluid,  thinner  than 
before,  and  resembling  coffee  with  a  large  portion  of  milk  in  it.  This 
gave  her  much  relief.  In  ten  days  it  filled  again,  and  about  the  same 
quantity  was  discharged  in  a  similar  manner.  In  five  or  six  days  it  filled 
again,  and  in  the  act  of  vomiting,  burst  into  the  rectum  and  discharged 
about  one  quart.  It  continued  to  discharge  at  intervals,  at  the  rate  of 
about  one  quart  a  week  till  the  time  of  her  death,  June  2.  After  this 
fluid  was  discharged,  a  tumor  could  be  felt,  per  vaginam,  posterior  to  the 
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uterus  and  on  a  level  witli  it,  and  also  externally  a  little  above  the  pubes. 
Mi-s.  Johnson's  jiulse  for  two  months  preceding  her  death  vari(!(l  from  120 
to  130,  and  for  the  hist  month  was  very  feeble  ;  n^spiration  at  all  times  hur- 
ried and  attended  with  a  sli<rht  cough  ;  stomach  irritable,  and  r(;jectcd  almost 
everything  she  took. 

Post-mortem,  twenty  hours  aflcu'  death,  in  the  presence  of  Drs.  Long- 
ley  and  Flint  of  Haverhill,  Cogswell  of  Georgetown,  and  Messrs.  Parker, 
Bartlett,  Greenleaf  and  Poor  of  Bradford.  External  appearance — whole 
body  very  much  <Mnaciated  ;  anterior  surface  of  tlie  abdomen  presenting 
a  dark-brown  appearance,  with  ecchymosis  extending  towards  the  thorax. 
An  ovoid  tumor  can  be  felt  within  the  abdomen,  extending  more  than 
half  way  to  the  ribs.  T^aid  open  the  whole  thorax  and  abdomen.  The 
apex  of  die  rijiht  lung  tuberculous  ;  the  inferior  posterior  part  of  the  left 
lung  showed  signs  of  recent  inflammation.  Heart  healthy  ;  liver  natural  ; 
stomach  and  intestines  healthy,  though  much  contracted  ;  bladder  and 
uterus  healthy.  The  right  ovarium  was  a  little  enlarged  and  flattened, 
the  corresponding  Fallopian  tube  natural  ;  the  left  Fallopian  tube  was 
also  natural.  The  left  ovarium  was  lost  in  a  large  sac,  formed  from  its 
peritoneal  covering.  This  sac  extended  over  to  the  right  ovarium  and 
adhered  to  it,  and  downwards  between  the  vagina  and  rectum  to  the 
perineum  ;  it  was  judged  capable  of  holding  two  quarts,  and  resembled 
the  gravid  uterus  very  much  in  color.  When  opened,  it  was  found  to  con- 
tain about  one  pint  of  fluid  similar  to  that  discharged  from  time  to  time 
during  the  last  two  months  of  life  ;  also  hair  and  the  bones  of  a  foetus, 
some  of  which  were  perfectly  ossified.  These  remains  adhered  to  the 
sac  in  the  region  of  the  left  ovarium.  The  bones  of  this  would  corres- 
pond in  size  with  those  of  a  healthy  foetus  four  months  old,  but  the  ossi- 
fication would  indicate  it  to  be  nine. 

Taking  all  the  circumstances  of  this  case  into  consideration,  it  appears 
probable  that  this  extra-uterine  foetation  took  place  in  the  spring  of  1841, 
6  months  prior  to  the  natural  impregnation  which  followed  ;  and  that 
the  tumor,  which  appeared  in  the  winter  of  1341-42,  and  continued  to 
trouble  her  ever  after,  was  the  consequence.  Geo.  Cogswell. 

Bra(iford.  June  I6th,  1845. 
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Male  Nurses. — A  note  h?\s  been  received  from  Mr.  Browne  (whose  ad- 
vertisement, in  which  he  offers  his  services  as  a  mrde  nurse,  may  be  found 
in  to-day's  Journal),  stating  that  he  has  not  yet  been  able  to  find  sufficient 
employment  in  Boston.  We  discover  no  cause  for  changing  our  opinions, 
expressed  in  a  late  No.  of  the  Journal,  respecting  the  expediency  of  male 
nurses  to   attend  on  the   sick    of  their  own   sex.      That  such   a  class  of 
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nurses  is  required,  iii  a  city  of  one  hundred  tliousand  persona,  cannot  be 
questioned.  The  only  reastin  uiiy  Mr.  Browne,  who  seems  qualified  for 
his  duties,  has  not  hud  full  employment,  must  he  imputed  to  the  simple  cir- 
cumstance of  his  being  a  stranger.  He  has  indeed  started  anew  business, 
the  utility  of  which  all  will  admit,  but  the  great  public  are  still  ignorant 
of  the  matter.  If  he  confiiK'S  hitnself  strictly  to  this  jjrofession,  and  is 
careful  to  discharge  the  duties  and  responsibilities  he  assumes,  honestly  and 
faithfully,  which  we  have  no  doubt  he  will  do,  we  think  he  must  succeed. 
Mr.  Martain,  another  apparently  well-cpialified  person,  has  called  upon 
us  to  state  that  he  has  for  several  yeurs  performed  the  duties  of  a  male 
nurse.  He  is  also  well  recommended,  as  may  be  seen  by  his  advertise- 
ment. It  is  therefore  possible,  that  instead  of  there  being  but  one  in  the 
city,  as  at  tirst  supposed,  there  may  be  half  a  dozen,  and  each  one  suppose 
himself  the  individual  referred  to  in  a  late  editorial  paragrapii. 


Warm  Salt-water  Baths. — At  Cragie's  Bridge,  in  this  city,  an  estab- 
lishment is  in  successful  operation  for  bathing,  that  should  have  the  gene- 
ral countenance  of  the  citizens.  In  the  first  place,  warm  salt-water  baths, 
for  a  variety  of  diseases,  are  far  superior  to  warm  fresh  water,  or  to  cold 
of  either  kind.  Medical  gentlemen,  however,  give  advice,  in  that  matter, 
accordin'»-  to  the  individual  circumstances  of  those  consultincr  them.  On 
the  score  of  personal  cleanliness,  also,  the  warm  salt  baths  have  an  advan- 
tage in  the  heat  of  summer,  over  all  others.  Heretofore  the  cost  has 
been  an  objection  to  availing  one's  self  of  the  benefits  accruing  from  this 
aid  to  health.  At  Cragie's  Bridge,  the  proprietor  has  opened  with  the 
low  fare  system,  and  the  consequence  is,  his  custom  is  immense.  For 
less  money  than  the  fuel  would  cost  for  heating  a  furnace,  a  large  volume 
of  ocean  water  is  drawn,  at  any  temperature  recjuired.  The  rooms  also 
are  neat,  and  the  napkins  and  brushes  in  e.vcellent  keeping.  We  hope 
our  professional  neighbors  will  recollect  this  fact,  and  encourage  their 
patients  to  avail  themselves  of  the  sanitary  auxiliaries  of  the  establishment. 
Very  manv,  who  are  dosing  themselves  with  pills  or  powders,  would  derive 
more  real  service  from  having  the  tepid  salt  baths  at  the  Bridge,  than  by 
swallowinor  a  hundred  dollars  worth  of  drugs. 


Principles  and  Illustrations  of  Pathological  Anatomy. — With  the  ac- 
curate and  important  work  by  Dr.  Hope,  the  American  physician  is 
already  familiar,  in  its  London  dress.  In  fact,  the  essentials  of  the  text 
have  been  re-produced  in  the  United  States,  in  such  forms  as  to  create  a 
desire  to  possess  the  entire  production,  which  can  now  be  obtained,  as  it 
has  been  prepared  in  a  very  beautiful  manner  by  an  enterprising  publishing 
house  at  Cinciimati.  No  commendations  in  favor  of  Dr.  Hope's  system  of 
pathological  anatomy  need  be  urged,  even  without  plates  ;  but  it  should  be 
extensively  known  that  the  first  American  edition,  with  illustrations,  is 
really  unrivalled  as  a  specimen  of  art,  and  is  honorable  to  the  artists  who 
prepared  the  plates.  L.  M.  Lavvson,  M.D.,  the  Professor  of  Pathological 
Anatomy  at  the  Transylvania  University  Medical  Institution,  Lexington, 
Ky.,  is  the  editor.  His  additions  are  enclosed  in  brackets,  and  therefore 
easily  recognized.  There  was  not  much  for  him  to  do,  which  is  a  suffi- 
cient apology  for  his  not  having  added  more.     By  careful  scrutiny,  he  ap- 
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ppars  to  havo  kopl  i\\v  voliimo,  free  from  those  typofrrnphical  errors,  which 
soinctinu's  distort  tlic  author's  views.  Tlicre  are  Jl.')*)  panrcs  of  letter  pr(;.ss, 
and  -47  plates,  of  the  ni/e  of  the  J)age,  on  thicli,  firm,  while  pa])er,  inter- 
leaved witli  tissue,  rjiriuir  '^5'2  distinct  colored  drawintrs,  illusirativc  of 
the  morbid  condition  and  actual  apj)earances  of  parts  that  were  examined 
and  copied  after  death.  We  liope  the  book  may  have  a  j)Iace  in  (nery 
medical  library,  especially  since  the  price  does  not  operate  against  its  cir- 
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Sia/nf.<(:  Treatise  un  Varcination. — With  a  view  to  enli<fhten  the  peo- 
ple of  Siam.  and  overcome  their  prejudices  against  the  newly  introduced 
preventive  of  snnllpox,  the  great  periodical  scourge  of  thnt  country,  Dr. 
Bradley,  tlie  well-known  American  missionary,  now  residing  there,  has 
written  a  treatise  in  their  own  language.  As  to  reading  the  treatise, 
one  might  as  well  attempt  translating  the  characters  on  Dighton  Rock. 
However,  there  is  an  I'uglish  title-page,  running  thus  : — "  Treatise 
on  Vaccination,  comprising  a  Narrative,  of  the  Introduction  and  surress- 
ful  Propagation  of  Vaccination  in  Siam,  1840  and  1844.  Bij  I).  B.  Brad- 
ley, M.D.  500  copies."  Both  China  and  Siam,  Burmah  and  Persia,  are 
under  an  everlasting  obligation  to  the  medical  profession  of  the  United 
States,  who  have  taught  the  inhabitants  of  those  countries  the  value  of 
institutions  that  appertain  to  Christianity  ;  and  they  have  especially  demon- 
strated that  t!ie  science  of  medicine  and  surgery  comes  not  from  the  prac- 
tice of  priestly  incantations  or  exorcisms,  but  from  studying  the  laws  of 
life,  the  structure  of  the  human  body,  and  from  a  careful  ingathering  of 
the  fruits  of  experience  in  all  ages  and  countries.  Through  the  confi- 
dence which  the  people  of  heathen  nations  repose  in  foreign  physicians, 
the  missionary  has  frequently  been  enabled  to  introduce  the  christian  re- 
ligion, with  all  its  advantages,  where  diabolical  customs,  subversive  of 
health,  peace  and  natural  rights,  have  oppressed  the  people  through  a 
hundred  generations. 


Buffcdo  Medical  JournaL — Here  is  another  new  medical  journal,  ex- 
hibiting talent,  originality  and  industry,  to  be  published  monthly,  at  one 
dollar  a  year  in  advance,  and  edited  by  Austin  Flint,  M.D.  We  are  ad- 
vocates for  free  trade,  and  therefore  like  competition,  since  it  gives  life  to 
business.  Dr.  Flint  is  a  good  writer,  and  well  known  to  the  pro- 
fession through  this  JournaL  Every  encouragement  siiould  be  given 
him,  for  there  is  room  enough  for  us  all.  There  is  need  enough,  too,  of 
all  the  power  that  can  be  brought  into  the  field,  to  stay  the  devastating  en- 
ergies of  unblushing  quackery.  The  editor  will  please  accept  our  kind 
wishes.  Whenever  we  can  do  him  a  service,  he  has  only  to  ask  and 
receive. 


Ertraction  of  Teeth. — Within  less  than  half  a  dozen  years,  a  certain 
Mr.  Caldwell,  hailing  as  a  dentist,  from  Philadelphia,  marie  the  altcMiipt 
to  acquire  terrestrial  immortality,  not  precisely  by  force  of  arms,  but  by 
drawing  teeth.  He  talked  largely  of  a  certain  binding  thread,  that  no 
anatomist  ever  saw  or  ever  will  see,  which  he  christened  ligamentum  dentis. 
According"  to   his   notions,  it  holds   the  teeth  in   their   sockets,  something 
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like  twine  over  the  cork  of  a  beer  bottle.  According  to  this  alveolar 
theory,  by  simply  cuttiiicr  the  slrini;,  a  man's  molars  may  be  picked  out 
so  easily  that,  instead  of  being  painful,  it  becomes  pleasant  amusement  tt> 
clear  the  jaws,  just  as  a  farmer  would  knock  out  the  loosened  iron  teeth 
of  a  harrow.  A  scheme  so  ridiculous,  and  so  j)laialy  detected,  was  at 
once  e.vposed.  To  our  amazement,  he  is  at  work  again,  reviving  the  old 
humbug.  In  Stockton's  Uental  Intelligencer,  he  has  been  permitted  to 
insert  ten  columns  on  the  subject  of  extraction  of  teeth,  wiiich  have  about 
as  much  relation  to  science,  as  the  moon  beams  have  to  elictricity.  If 
Mr.  Stockton  is  desirous  of  having  his  paper  die  an  unnatural  death — and 
that  right  speedily — let  the  ligamcntum  dcntis  discoverer  have  one  more 
chance  to  defend  his  claims. 


Dartmouth  CoUr^re. — Witli  their  accustomed  energy,  the  faculty  of  the 
Medical  Department  of  Dartmouth  College  have  made  all  needful  prepa- 
rations for  the  coming  lecture  term,  which  opens  the  4th  of  August.  That 
day  was  selected,  with  a  view  to  giving  students  an  opportunity  of  attend- 
ing the  intellectual  exercises  of  the  annual  commencement — July  30th 
and  3 1st.  We  recommend  to  all  who  propose  being  medically  educated 
at  that  venerable  institution,  to  arrange  their  busines  so  as  to  be  present 
on  commencement  day.  We  sincerely  wish  it  were  convenient  to  with- 
draw from  the  drudgery  of  every-day  city  life,  long  enough  to  be  there 
ourselves,  on  that  interesting  occasion. 


Vermont  Medical  College. — The  public  anniversary  exercises  of  this 
institution  took  place  on  the  11th  inst.  The  anniversary  address  was  de- 
livered by  Hon.  W.  R.  Ranney,  M.D.,  of  Townshend.  It  was  a  pro- 
duction of  much  merit,  and  was  well  received  by  the  audience.  The 
subject  of  the  address  was  the  difiiculties  and  responsibilities  of  profes- 
sional men. 

The  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine  was  conferred  on  the  following 
named  young  gentlemen.  S.  S.  Bement,  of  Conway,  Mass.  ;  A.  E.  Bige- 
low,  of  BrookHeld  ;  G.  N.  Brigham,  of  Waitsfield  ;  D.  Brooks,  of  West- 
moreland, N.  ri.  ;  H.  S.  Chase,  of  Woodstock  ;  W.  E.  Clarke,  of  Roches- 
ter, N.  Y. ;  L.  L.  Cushman,  of  Berkshire  ;  E.  B.  Danforth,  of  Barnard  , 
C.  B.  Darling,  of  Lyndon;  S.  Earl,  of  Westford  ;  G  S.  Guernsey,  of 
Rodiester;  L.  W.  Hammond,  of  Flemincr,  N.  Y. ;  F.  B.  Hatheway,  of 
Georgia;  G.  H.  Hubbard,  of  South  Bradford,  N.  H.  ;  T.  M.  Ingraham, 
of  Armenia,  N.  Y. ;  N.  Jenks,  of  Canada;  W.  Mather,  of  Sempronius, 
N.  Y.  ;  S.  Marsh,  of  Hartland  ;  A.  Miller,  of  Westminster  ;  S.  Nichols, 
of  Harrisburgh,  Pa,  ;  W.  Oakes,  of  Moira,  N.  Y. ;  D.  K.  Pearsons,  of 
Hartford;  I.  R.  Rood,  of  Worcester;  J.  R.  Smith,  of  Gilmanton,  N.  H.  ; 
G.  A.  Shurtleff,  of  Wareham,  Mass. 

The  honorary  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine  was  conferred  on  Dr. 
W^illiam  W.  Conway,  of  Wrentham,  Mass.,  and  on  Dr.  Chauncy  Bedell, 
of  St.  Catharines,  Canada  West. 

The  board  of  examiners,  consisting  of  the  committee  appointed  by  the 
Supreme  Court  and  Dr.  Ranney  of  Townshend,  and  Dr.  Dewey  of  Mont- 
pel  ler,  delegates  from  the  State  Medical  Society,  expressed  themselves 
highly  gratified  with  the  very  satisfactory  manner  in  which  the  candidates 
for  degrees  acquitted  themselves  on  the  examination. 
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Ca-saridii  ()j)(rntiuii. — W'c  arc  iiilbriiied  th;il  Dr.  Slii|)tnaii,  of  Cortl.ind- 
ville,  N.  v.,  jjerformcd  tlnsojx'ration  recently  on  a  woman  41  years  of  age. 
Slic  had  l)ecn  in  labor  four  days,  and  was  attended  by  tlire.'e  skilful  piiysi- 
cians.  Delivery  by  tiirnin*;,  forceps,  and  craniotomy,  was  tried,  but  with- 
out success.  A  larjje  ovarian  tumor  was  found  to  be  the  cause  of  difficulty. 
The  Ca'sarean  oi>eralion  was  stronc^ly  solicited  by  the  patient  and  her 
friends,  but  was  unsuccessful,  as  she  lived  but  one  liour  after  it.  Tlie  ute- 
rus was  found  nmch  thickened  and  on  the  point  of  gangrene.  We  hope 
a  fuller  report  will  be  furnished  by  Dr.  S. 

The  Grope  Cure  in  Russia. — Those  who  have  practised  long  in  Russia 
will  have  been  made  conversant  with  the  cure  du  raisin.  I  [Sir  G.  Le- 
fevre]  had  an  opportunity  of  becoming  so  when  in  the  south  of  the  empire, 
and  in  a  grape  country.  It  is  necessary  to  state  in  what  this  cure  con- 
sists, and  for  what  class  of  diseases  it  is  recommended.  The  latter  may 
be  dismissed  at  once,  by  stating  that  all  those  functional  nervous  affec- 
tions which  resist  the  routine  of  treatment  generally  employed,  are  the 
cases  which  may  be  so  benefited,  seeing  that  the  discipline  is  more  in- 
tolerable than  the  disorders  for  which  it  is  instituted.  A  lady  of  rank 
leaves  her  bed  of  down  and  cushioned  canopy,  and  migrates  into  the 
country — turns  a  poor  family  out  of  their  habitation  (not  without  making 
them  an  ample  recompense)  and  becomes  the  tenant  of  a  filthy  hut.  This 
is  part  of  the  cure,  viz.  :  to  forego  all  lu.xury,  to  sleep  in  the  peasant's  crib, 
to  sit  upon  his  bench,  and  to  avoid  anything  in  the  shape  of  comfort. 
The  grape  alone  for  meat — the  grape  for  drink  ;  a  small  quantity  of  dry 
bread  is,  perhaps,  allowed.  This  is  continued  i^r  the  space  of  three 
weeks,  and  it  is  no  wonder,  if  all  circumstances  are  taken  into  conside- 
ration, that  a  cure  is  effected.  I  have  known  people  of  the  highest  rank 
subject  themselves  to  such  discipline,  and  have  full  faith  in  its  results.  It 
is  homoeopathy  and  hydropathy  in  another  shape,  and  as  the  Italians  say 
of  all  the  varieties  of  form  in  which  they  make  their  pastes,  c'est  tou^ 
jours  du  macaroni. — Medico-Chir.  Review. 

Medical  Miscellany. — Dr.  Brockway,  of  Albany,  has  commenced  a  suit 
against  the  New  York  and  Fulton  Ferry  Co.,  to  recover  damages  for  injury 
to  his  leor  in  crossing  the  river.  Damafjes  laid  at  50,000  dollars. — Passed 
Assistant  Surgeon  Ed.  J.  Rutter,  ordered  to  the  Brig  Washington,,  on  the 
coast  survey. — At  Perth  Amboy  is  a  chalybeate  spring,  possessing  valuable 
curative  properties. — Dr.  Paine,  of  New  York,  was  lately  severely  injured 
by  the  upsetting  of  a  stage  between  Ballston  and  Schenectady,  N.  Y. — 
Passed  Assistant  Surgeon  J.  S.  White,  U.  S.  N.,  detached  from  the  Flirt, 
ordered  to  the  Navy  Yard  at  Norfolk.  Assistant  Surgeon  O.  F  Baxter, 
ordered  to  the  Flirt. — It  is  asserted  that  Dr.  Brewster,  the  American  den- 
tist, a  native  of  Connecticut,  now  the  fashionable  operator  in  Paris,  has  ark 
income  of  20,000  dollars  a  year  from  his  profession. — There  was  much 
sickness  at  Cape  Haytien,  at  a  late  date. 

DiEP,— At   White   Oak   Springs,   Wisconsin,  Lemuel   W.   Washburn,    M.D. 
formerly  of  Taunton,  Mass.,  33. 

Number  of  dejiihs  in  Boston,  lor  llie  weekendina  June,  21.43— Male*-,  24;  Females.  19.   Stillborn,  5. 

Of  coii,suni()iiim,  I'i— diweasc  of  ih»;  lu-iirl,  1  — iiiirmperHnce,  1— Iiiiij;  lever,  3— Hccidenlnl,  3 -scarfel 
fever,  3— inflnnimalion  of  the  boweU,  .1— (  onvnlsions,  2— «Iiseu.-e  of  tlie  bowels,  1  — Hniull|>wx,  1  — 
ineHKJes,  2— inflarnmalion  of  the  bniin,  2— diarrlicca,  1  — inllinninalion  of  the  luiigH,  1— drojisy  on  th« 
brain,  1— typhus   lever,  1  — nmrasiiins,  1— old   age,  1 — croup,  2. 

Under  5  years,  17— between  5  and  20  yeurs.  S— betwc«n  30  and  60  years,  15— over  60  years, 6. 
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Pyrumania. — Incendiary  Madness. — Pyromania  seems  a  modification 
of  the  blind  impulse  to  destroy.  While  traceable  to  perversion  of  the 
will  and  sentiments,  it  may  be  provoked  by  malice,  revenrre,  or  other  mo- 
tives common  to  the  vicious  and  unsound  nund.  A  very  large  number  of 
the  cases  which  have  been  most  carefully  examined  have  occurred  in  mere 
children,  or  extremely  youuir  females,  who,  when  able  to  explain  their 
conduct,  have  assiirned  no  more  intelligible  reason  than  a  desire  to  witness 
a  conflagration.  The  disease  is  occasionally  epidemic  or  imitative,  affects 
various  individuals  unconnected  by  consanguinity  or  intercourse  in  succes- 
siou,  and  spreads  desolaticm  and  terror  over  a  whole  country.  This  should 
be  kept  in  view  when  such  acts  are  investigated  judicially  ;  for  madmen 
may  be  mingled  with  anarchists  ;  or  the  act  of  the  malicious  or  rebellious 
incendiary  may  have  suggested  a  similar  course  to  the  excited  imagina- 
tion or  distempered  propensities  of  the  pyromaniac.  At  precisely  the 
same  time  in  l^^;^0,  when  such  devastation  was  committed  in  England  by 
nck-burners,  bands  of  young  women  perpetrated  similar  ravages  in  France 
without  apparent  object  or  design.  They  were  regarded  and  treated,  and 
perhaps  wisely,  as  lunatics.  The  involuntary  propensity  to  burn  is  gene- 
rally associated  with  bodily  disturbance,  an  undeveloped  constitution,  and 
mental  imbecility,  hut  it  is  not  necessarily  so.  It  may  likewise  be  the 
element  of  a  mind  combining  strong  intellect,  serenity,  and  self-control. 
It  has  occasionally  been  developed  as  the  last  atrocity  of  despotism,  or  the 
wildest  erraticism  of  genius.  If  combined  with  the  monomania  of  pride  and 
superstition,  the  patient  burns  a  palace  or  a  cathedral ;  if  with  the  tendency 
to  suicide,  he  casts  himself  into  the  fire;  if  goaded  by  imaginary  in- 
sults or  injuries,  the  property  of  an  enemy  is  selected ;  but  if  the  desire 
be  blind,  insensate,  impetuous,  the  destruction  is  indiscriminate.  Persons 
laboring  under  the  impulse,  not  merely  disregard  life,  they  act  as  if  it 
were  invulnerable,  and  caress  the  flame  they  have  produced,  and  almost 
invariably  and  anxiously  watch  its  progress.  One  of  this  class,  who  was 
not  a  suicide,  has  been  observed  to  handle  ignited  coals  as  if  they  were 
harmless,  and,  after  setting  fire  to  a  sola,  sit  quietly  down  upon  the  burn- 
ing cloth  as  if  to  court  immolation.  Another  inmate,  who  originally 
manifested  her  derangement  by  attempting  to  destroy  farm  produce,  still, 
upon  all  favorable  occasions,  consigns  her  dress  to  the  fire,  without  regard 
to  the  value  of  the  article  or  to  her  own  comfort,  and  obviously  derives 
intense  gratification  from  the  brilliant  flame  which  she  has  produced. 
This  woman,  although  passionate,  and  so  irrational  as  to  recognize  in  her 
fellow  patients,  former  friends  and  acquaintances,  disguised  as  females,  is 
acute,  cunning,  and  perfectly  conscious  of  the  culpable  and  dangerous 
nature  of  her  irresistible  propensities. — Report  of  the  Crichton  (Eng- 
land) Asylum. 

New  Medical  Worhs  in  London. — Observations  on  Variola  Vaccina,  or 
Cowpock.  By  Sir  Matthew  JohnTierney,  Bart.,  &/C.  &c. — Observations 
on  the  Growth  and  Irregularities  of  Children's  Teeth,  followed  by  remarks 
and  advice  on  the  Teeth  in  general,  with  a  short  essay  on  Artificial  Teeth. 
— The  Diagnosis,  Prevention,  and  Treatment,  of  Diseases  of  the  Heart, 
and  of  Aneurism,  with  Observations  on  Rheumatism,  ^y  J.  J.  Furnivall, 
M.D.,  late  Physician  to  the  Infirmary  at  Hertford. — Lectures  on  Subjects 
connected  with  Clinical  Medicine,  couiprising  Diseases  of  the  Heart.  By 
P.  M.  Latham,  M.D.,  Physician  Extraordinary  to  the  Queen^ 
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BFING    AV    INVFSTIOA TION    OF    THE    VIF.W    OF    IT    PHOMULGATF.O    MV    DR.     GOOD. 

ICommiiniruleil  I(»  the  Njitioiml  Institute  (or  tlie  Promotion  nf  Scicncp,  by  Parmul  Wthhcr,  M.D.. 
of  Cliiirieslowii,  N.  11.,  and  (brwiirded  for  pul)lic.alion  in  the  Boston  Meil.  and  Surg.  Journal.] 

Dr.  Good,  in  his  Book  of  Nature,  afler  briefly  examining  and  rejecting 
the  theories  and  doctrines  of  several  precedint^  writers  on  the  subject  of 
Instinct,  offers  what  he  deems  a  new  view  of  it,  and  which  he  thinks 
''  will  icive  a  more  definite  idea  of  the  nature  of  the  action,  and  conse- 
quently  of  the  extent  and  real  meaning  of  the  term."  Later  writers 
have  appeared  generally  to  adopt  Dr.  Good's  ideas  of  the  subject,  though 
I  am  not  aware  that  it  has  been  particularly  discussed  recently. 

In  this  new  view,  instinct  is  assigned  to  all  organized  bodies  possessing 
life,  and  is  explained  as  denoting  the  agency  of  the  principle  of  life,  what- 
ever that  may  be,  whereby  all  such  bodies  grow,  and  are  preserved  in 
health,  and  re-produce  their  species.  It  is  stated  to  be  "  the  common 
property  of  organized  matter,  as  gravitation  is  of  the  unorganized  mass." 
Sensation  and  perception,  the  latter  being  considered  as  the  outline  of 
reason,  are  distinct  powers  or  faculties,  likewise  belonging  to  organized 
matter,  but  only  to  certain  forms  of  it. 

This  is  indeed  a  new  view  of  the  subject,  but  instead  of  giving  a  more 
definite  idea  of  the  extent  and  meaning  of  the  term,  it  seems  likely  to 
destroy  its  peculiar  signification  altogether — to  make  it,  in  fact,  a  vague 
term,  so  general  in  its  expression  as  to  convey  to  the  mind  no  distinct 
idea  whatever,  since,  according  to  it,  to  say  that  a  thing  is  the  result  of 
instinct,  is  but  to  say  that  it  is  the  result  of  the  agency  of  the  living  prin- 
ciple— that  it  is  done  because  the  thing  that  did  it  is  alive,  and  in  order 
that  it  may  grow,  flourish  or  reproduce  its  kind.  As,  however,  growth, 
vigor  and  reproduction  are  the  essential  fulfilments  of  perfect  life,  to  say 
that  a  thing  is  the  result  of  instinct,  amounts  merely  to  saying,  that  it  is 
done  because  the  thing  that  does  it  is  a  living  body  ;  and  again,  as  action 
in  an  organized  body  implies  life,  the  phrase  may  be  resolved  into  this, 
that  it  is  done  because  the  thing  that  does  it  is  an  organized  body — a 
statement  agreeing  perfectly  with  the  assertion  that  instinct  is  the  com- 
mon property  of  organized  matters,  but  conveying  to  us  no  information 
as  to  its  nature. 

The  manner  in  which  a  brood  of  young  ducklings,  hatched  by  a  hen, 
will  take  to  the  water,  is  ascribed  in  the  usual  use  of  the  term  to  instinct, 
find  to  the  same  cause  is  referred  the  alarm  and  uneasiness  of  the  sup- 
22 
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[)osed  mother,  when  this  takes  place.  How  will  it  sound,  however,  to 
say  that  the  ducklings  take  to  the  water  beciiuse  they  are  organized 
bodies,  and  the  hen  is  frightened  thereat  because  she  is  an  organized 
body  ?  or  even  that  the  deed  on  one  side  and  the  alarm  on  the  other  ta 
occasioned  by  the  agency  of  the  principle  of  life — that  principle  by 
which  all  organized  bodies  grow,  are  preserved  in  iiealth,  and  reproduce 
their  kind  ?  JNo  distinct  or  definite  idea  whatever  is  conveyed  by  such 
an  assignment  of  cause  ;  it  would  be  vastly  more  to  the  ])urpose  to  say, 
that  the  ducklings  take  to  the  water,  because  ducks  are  ion(\  of  water ; 
and  that  their  supposititious  mother  is  frightened,  because,  being  a  hen, 
she  does  not  like  water.  Here  we  should  have,  by  way  of  a  reason,  the 
assiu^nment  of  two  general  facts  ascertained  by  repeated  observation. 

It  is  not,  however,  the  fact,  that,  when  it  is  said,  that  either  of  the 
above-cited  occurrences  takes  place  from  instinct,  no  more  definite  idea  is 
conveyed  to  the  mind,  than  seems  to  be  the  case  when  Dr.  Good's  de- 
finition of  instinct  is  used  in  the  room  of  the  term  itself.  It  would  be 
readily  explained  by  any  person  at  all  acquainted  with  the  subject,  or 
with  the  ordinary  use  of  language,  that  when  it  was  said  that  the  duck- 
lincTS  took  to  the  water  from  instinct,  it  was  meant  that  they  did  so  from 
an  intuitive  knowledge  that  the  element  was  one  in  which  they  were  fit- 
ted to  move  and  to  seek  their  food  in  part — in  consequence  of  an  im- 
pulse or  desire  arising  out  of  their  nature,  and  independent  of  any  expe- 
rience, and  that  from  the  same  impulse,  when  once  committed  to  the 
water,  they  immediately  made  the  proper  use  of  their  limbs  for  the  pur- 
pose of  moving  themselves  in  any  desired  direction,  and  in  the  manner 
best  adapted  to  this  purpose,  with  a  view  to  which  their  bodily  structure 
was  fashioned  ;  and  finally,  that  all  the  movements  so  employed  were  per- 
formed by  volition  acting  upon  the  organs  performing  them. 

In  like  manner,  with  regard  to  the  hen.  When  her  alarm  and  the 
manifestations  of  it  are  referred  to  instinct,  the  idea  conveyed  is,  that, 
supposing  the  young  brood  to  be  her  own  proper  offspring,  she  is  fright- 
ened and  distressed  at  seeing  them  plunge  into  an  element  for  which  she 
intuitively  knows  chickens  are  not  fitted,  and  in  which  they  are  in  dan- 
ger ;  and  that  from  a  natural  impulse  arising  from  this  knowledge,  she  ex- 
hibits the  various  signs  of  distress  suited  to  the  occasion,  and  makes  the 
usual  calls  to  bring  them  to  her  side,  notwithstanding  that,  if  she  pos- 
sessed reason,  she  might  perceive  that  they  were  moving  about  in  ease, 
safety  and  enjoyment — and  finally,  that  her  movements  are  also  perform- 
ed by  the  organs  obedient  to  volition,  and  acting  in  consequence  of  its 
exertion. 

From  this  explanation  of  the  idea  conveyed  by  the  use  of  the  word 
instinct  in  the  above  cases,  it  may  be  deduced,  that  the  term  embraces 
the  following  elements,  viz.,  intuitive  knowledge,  volition  to  act,  untaught 
skill  in  the  use  of  the  voluntary  organs  in  obedience  to  the  volition,  and 
an  impulse  or  desire  arising  out  of  the  knowledge,  and  inciting  the  voli- 
tion to  put  the  voluntary  organs  in  action.  It  is  but  limited  to  the  sup- 
ply of  natural  wants,  the  gratification  of  animal  passions,  and  to  the 
avoidance  of  danger,  and  to  but  a  few  modes  of  these  in  animals,  in 
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consoquencc  of  the  formation  ol  llic  volunlaiy  or^^fiuis  ;  but  so  far  as  ijs 
action  extends,  it  is  a  siihstitulc;  for  the  accjuircd  know  Icdgf;,  ilie  inventive 
powers  and  diseipliiied  skill  of  tlu;  liinnan  race. 

Such,  then,  is  instinct  as  developed  in  tin?  iristances  above  cited  :  and 
this  statement  is  perleeily  in  li;iiin<)ny  witli  tin;  definilions  ^rivcn  in  the 
best  dictionari(vs  e\p!ainin<i;  the  ordinary  meanini^f  of  lan^uai^e  Johnson 
irives  to  instinct  tht*  followini;  siunifiration.  "  Desire  or  aversion  in  the 
mind,  without  the  intervention  of  reason  or  deliberation.  'I'be  powcM  of 
deterinininif  tln^  will  of  bmtes."-  Tbe  Dictionary  of  the  French  Acade- 
my calls  it,  "«  sentiment,  n  movement  independent  oj  rcjleciion,  icJiich 
nature  has  s;ivcn  to  animals  in  order  that  (hey  may  know  and  seek  ivhat 
is  good  for  them,  and  avoid  what  is  hurtful^  In  another  dictionary  in 
common  use,  instinct  is  said  to  be  "  that  faculty  in  brutes  luhich  sujjjjlies 
the  place  of  reason  in  man^ 

Even  in  works  of  a  more  didactic  class  the  same  idea  in  substance  is 
s;iven.  Thus  in  llees's  Encyclopaedia  it  is  said  that  "  Instinct  is  a  natu- 
ral disposition  or  sagacity,  wherewith  animals  are  endowed,  and  by  virtue 
whereof  they  are  enabled  to  provide  for  themselves,  and  know  what  is 
good  for  them,  and  are  determined  to  preserve  and  propagate  their  spt- 
cies.^^  Webster  quotes  some  other  Encyclopaedia  for  the  followino;.  "  A 
certain  power  or  disposition  of  mind,  by  which,  independent  of  all  in- 
struction or  experience,  without  delib<^ration^  and  without  having  any  end 
in  view,  animals  are  decided,  unerringly  to  do  spontaneously  whatever  is 
necessary  for  the  preservation  of  the  individual,  or  the  continuation  of 
the  kind/' 

Tliese  different  definitions,  derived  from  sources  of  high  authority,  and 
agreeing  well  with  each  other  in  their  essential  elements,  seem  to  show  that 
the  general  practical  application  and  understanding  of  the  term  were  suffi- 
ciently well  known.  Philosophers  have  differed  among  themselves  with 
regard  to  the  intimate  nature  of  the  faculty,  with  regard  to  its  precise  extent 
in  the  vast  range  of  the  animal  creation,  embracing  at  one  extremity  beings 
endowed  with  the  highest  faculties  of  mind,  and  at  the  other  those  that 
can  hardly  be  considered  more  than  sentient  ;  and  finally  they  have  dif- 
fered as  to  its  manner  of  inciting  action,  and  as  to  what  actions  are  incit- 
ed by  it  in  extreme  cases.  These  differences  have  been  fruitful  themes 
of  discussion,  and,  notwithstanding  the  labors  of  many  brilliant  and  pro- 
found minds,  seem  likely  to  remain  such  ;  since  on  these  points  the  very 
nature  of  the  subject  throws  a  mystery,  that  no  keenness  of  merely  hu- 
man faculties  seems  likely  to  penetrate,  and  that  no  force  of  merely  hu- 
man reasoninir  can  probably  dissipate. 

Dr.  Good's  n(;w  view  of  the  subject  does  not  really  offer  the  least  ad- 
vancement towards  a  settlement  of  these  difhculties  ;  it  affords  no  more 
definite  idea  of  the  nature  of  the  action  embraced  within  the  analysis  and 
definitions  just  given  ;  nor  does  it  give  any  more  distinct  notion  of  the  ex- 
tent and  meaning  of  the  term  as  employed  to  designate  that  action.  He 
simply  takes  the  term,  and  neglecting  all  the  signification  attached  to  it 
by  long-established  usage,  save  that  it  expresses  a  cause,  other  than  reason, 
of  the  actions  of  living   bodies,  applies  it   boldly  at   once  as  the  cause  of 
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all  actions  not  proceeding  from  reason,  not  only  in  all  livin«(  bodies,  but 
in  all  ot"  the  separate  systems  that  constitute  livin<^  bodi(?s,  and  even  as 
tlie  cause  of  the  locnl  action  of  a  part  of  any  one  system  of  tliese,  or  of 
any  number  of  suc!i  4)arts.  Meanwhile  the  peculiar  faculty,  to  which 
the  term  was  befor.'  applied,  is  left  without  any  distinctive  appellation, 
and  the  disputes  and  various  opinions  concerning  its  nature  and  extent 
are  just  where  ihey  were,  or,  in  (act,  so  far  as  the  new  view  is  received, 
the  whole  subject  is  more  darkened  than  before ;  since  by  the  arbitrary 
introduction  of  a  very  different  signification  of  the  term,  persons  may  use 
it  in  discussion  without  all  attaching  anything  like  the  same  meaning  to 
it,  and  thus  he  farther  than  ever  from  understanding  each  other,  and  con- 
sequently from  being  convinced  by  argument  or  enlightened  by  each 
others'  remarks. 

In  short,  D\\  Good's  ])roposition  seems  to  be  nothing  but  a  wanton  in- 
novation on  the  use  of  language  sanctioned  by  long  custom,  and  the 
more  so,  as  the  new  application  of  the  term  does  not  supply  any  defi- 
ciencv  of  expressions,  but  merely  crowds  out  one  already  in  use,  leaving, 
at  the  same  time,  a  gap  in  its  own  place  ;  since  there  appears  to  be  no  ap- 
preciable diiferonce  between  the  "  agency  of  the  principle  of  life  " 
and  the  old  '•  vis  vita,''  vital  poiver,  or,  as  it  might  perhaps  be  better 
translated  for  exactness  of  expression,  vital  impulse.  This  vis  vitce, 
or  vital  impulse,  it  is,  which  is  the  common  law  of  all  organized  bodies 
in  a  living  state,  and  which  is  the  foundation  of  all  other  laws,  as  attrac- 
tion, not  gravitation,  is  the  common  law  of  all  unorganized  bodies,  and 
the  foundation  of  their  other  laws. 

Language,  especially  in  the  extent  and  application  of  its  scientific  and 
philosophical  terms  of  a  general  character,  is  already  too  indefinite,  and 
any  great  change  in  the  meaning  assigned  to  them,  should  not  be  made  but 
with  extreme  caution,  and  only  for  the  sake  of  supplying  some  great  defi- 
ciency, or  gaining  some  marked  addition  of  clearness  or  force.  A  change, 
therefore,  like  that  which  has  been  commented  upon,  appears  to  be  de- 
serving of  much  censure. 

It  would  not  be  diflicult  to  dispute  the  claim  to  originality  of  this  7icw 
view,  except,  perhaps,  in  the  statement  of  it,  since  various  writers  on  the 
subject  have  at  different  times,  through  a  loose  use  of  language,  or  un- 
settled ideas,  made  the  term  cover  as  much  ground  as  is  assigned  to  it  by 
Dr.  Good,  perhaps  even  more.  Thus  Darwin  attributed  instinct  to  vege- 
tables, and  made  it  in  them  the  spring  of  organic  actions  ;  and  Smellie 
seemed  to  consider  the  exercise  of  reason  as  arising  from  instinct.  It  is 
not,  however,  the  intention  of  this  essay  to  discuss  any  such  claim,  but 
merely  to  show,  that  the  view  is  an  incorrect  one,  and  to  exhibit  an  ar- 
rangement of  the  subject  more  agreeable  to  the  long-established  use  of 
terms. 

It  is  not  pretended  in  the  following  remarks  to  offer  anything  particu- 
larly novel  on  the  subject,  perhaps  nothing  new  will  be  offered,  but 
merely  to  set  if  possible  in  a  clearer  light,  ideas  already  well  known,  and 
to  disentangle  some  of  the  confusion  unnecessarily  brought  into  the  sub- 
ject by  loose  thinking  and  still  looser  writing.     If  the  broad  masses  of  the 
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dilTorcnt  ilivisions  of  the  subject  can  be  made  disliiirt,  soiriotblng  will  be 
donv  wllhout  atleiiipliuii;  (o  define  p(*ifeclly  ibeir  oulbnes,  since,  bke  ihc 
other  works  of  nature,  tlio  divisions,  as  tlieir  liinils  ai^proacli  each  other, 
become  more  alike  and  less  distinctly  niarkcMJ,  till  like;  tin;  dim  liiuj  of  a 
distant  horizon  the  <  \act  boiuidary  is  liardly  to  be  traced. 

The  ^auieral  iiolion  and  eli'iuentaiy  [)iinci[)l(^s  of  instinct  in  its  perfect 
form,  as  established  by  i:;o()d  usai;(j  and  hiij;h  authority,  have  already  been 
iriven.  The  farther  d(;veloi)inent  will  be  reserved  lor  another  place,  ll 
has  also  been  stated  that  the  meaning  assiirned  to  it  by  Dr.  Good,  is  that 
denoted  by  a  term  already  in  established  use,  namely,  the  vis  vit^t,  mean- 
insi;  the  pow(M',  inipulsi\  or  action  of  something;  denominated  the,  princi- 
j)le  of  life,  or,  sinipl\ ,  lile.  This  vital  j)o\ver  is  chaiactei-ized  by  ilicb- 
eraud,  as  '•  making  the  total  of  tlie  powers  that  animate  living  l^x)dies,  and 
distinguishing  them  from  inert  matter  "  ;  as  ''  in  living  bodies,  a  force 
which  maintains  the  harmony  of  their  functions,  and  directs  them  all  to 
a  common  end,  the  pres(,'rvation  of  individuals  and  the  species"  ;  as  be- 
ing to  die  philosophy  of  living  beings,  what  attraction  is  to  astronomy  ; 
as  '•  the  vis  nicdicatrix  natara',,''  &ic.  All  these  characteristics.  Dr.  Gcod 
assigns  to  instinct,  in  his  new  view  of  it. 

Of  the  various  renderings  given  to  the  term  vis  vitce,  that  of  vital  en- 
ergy or  vital  impulse  seems  the  best,  as  denoting  most  distinctly  the 
agency  of  the  principle  of  life.  As  attraction,  the  great  law  of  inor- 
ganic matter,  is  divided  into  the  peculiar  laws  called  the  attraction  of 
gravitation,  the  attraction  of  cohesion,  and  the  attraction  of  affinity,  or 
simply  gravitation,  cohesion  and  affinity,  so  the  vital  energy  or  impulse 
may  likewise  be  divlfled  into  various  particular  laws,  constituting  so  many 
orders  of  impulse,  each,  like  the  different  kinds  of  attraction,  less  gene- 
ral than  the  proceding.  The  arrangement  that  appears  on  the  whole  the 
most  conv^enient,  is  that  which  makes  the  divisions  as  follows,  viz. :  the 
impulse  of  formation,  or  organic  impulse;  the  impulse  of  mere  mind,  ani- 
mal impulse  or  instinct  ;  and  the  impulse  of  intellect  and  thought,  or  ra- 
tional impulse.  The  propriety  of  the  last  of  these  classes  may  yet  be 
somewhat  of  a  doubtful  point,  but  some  plausible  reasons  may  be  produc- 
ed in  fovor  of  such  a  division  ;  some  of  these  will  presently  he  ofiered. 

The  impulse  of  formation,  or  organic  impulse,  is  that  general  division  of 
the  agency  of  the  Hving  principle,  which   incites  and  directs  the  growth 
of  all  living  bodies,  giving  to  each  kind  and  species  its  peculiar  and  cha- 
racteristic form  and  external   appearance,  and  to  individuals  their  differ- 
ent varieties  of  the  same.    It  hkewise  incites  and  directs  the  operations  of 
all  the  orf!;ans  whereby  these   bodies,  after  their  growth  is  completed,  are 
preserved  essentially  the  same,  in  a  state  of  greater  or  less  vigor,  till  the 
departure  of  life,  which   is   Init  the  cessation  of  this  agency  or  impuhe 
and  the  abandonment  of  the  organized  body,  formed  and   preserved   by 
it,  to  the  action  of  the  various  laws  of  attraction  which  govern  inorganic 
matter,  and    between   which  and  the  laws  of  the  living    principle   there 
seems  to  be  a  constant  opposition,  though  the   former  during  life  are  in  a 
certain  degree  of  subserviency  to  the  latter,  and  in  fact  consthute  the  in- 
struments by  w  hicli  its  purposes  are  effected. 
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To  the  dominion  of  this  impulse  belong  the  functions  of  digestion, 
absorption,  circulation,  respiration,  secretion,  excretion,  exhalation  and 
generation — all,  except  excretion  and  exhalation,  carried  on  by  a  distinct 
system  of  ort^ans.  'I'here  is  a  particular  modification  of  this  impulse 
whicli  is  employed  in  repairing  some  injury  suffered  by  a  portion  of  the 
living  body.  This  is  what  has  usually  been  termed  the  vis  medicatrix 
natitne,  the  healing  energy  of  nature,  but  which  might  well  be  termed 
the  reparative  impulse.  It  must  be  considered  a  modification  of  the  im- 
pulse of  formation,  because  its  processes  are  performed  by  the  organs  be- 
longing to  the  functions  above  named,  and  are  but  the  altered  or  modified 
action  of  these  functions  ;  while  still  it  is  distinguished  from  the  general 
organic  impulse  in  some  particulars.  One  of  these  seems  to  be  the  pre- 
sence of  irritation,  considered  simply  as  a  cause,  disturbing  the  ordinary 
action  of  the  impulse,  and  the  performance  of  the  functions,  so  that  they 
do  not  produce  the  same  results  as  in  the  natural  state. 

Another  point  of  distinction  is,  tliat  the  reparative  impulse  does  not 
belong  in  the  same  extent  to  the  different  classes  or  orders  of  organized 
bodies,  but  is  found  greater  in  those  of  a  simple  organization  ifian  in 
those  which  havt»  one  mon;  complicated.  It  belongs  to  the  lower 
classes  of  vegetables  generally,  more  than  to  those  of  a  higher  class, 
to  most  vegetables  more  than  to  any  but  the  very  lowest  classes  of 
animals,  and  to  these  far  more  than  to  the  higher.  This  difference, 
moreover,  exists  not  only  in  the  physical  extent,  but  in  the  nature 
of  the  reparation.  Whole  trees  of  a  certain  species  may  be  repro- 
duced from  a  twig  not  containing  a  hundred  thousandth  part  of  their 
substance;  if  some  of  the  polypus  tribe  be  cut  into  half  a  dozen  pieces, 
each  piece  will  become  a  jierfect  individual  ;  if  an  earth  worm  be  cut 
in  two,  each  half  will  reproduce  its  deficient  portion  ;  a  lobster  that  has 
lost  its  claw,  lias  its  place  suj^plied  by  a  new  one  perfect  in  all  respects. 
But  in  the  higher  order  of  animals,  not  only  is  no  lost  member,  or  whole 
portion  of  a  member,  replaced,  but  even  the  loss  of  any  portion  of  skin, 
muscle,  or  other  texture,  except  the  epidermis  and  its  appendages,  is  not 
replaced,  so  that  the  part  shall  be  exactly  what  it  was  before,  but  the 
vacancy  is  filled  with  what  may  be  considered  a  substitute,  matter  for  the 
most  part  of  a  less  perfect  organization. 

Besides  this,  there  is  a  difference  among  the  different  classes  as  to  the 
general  or  specific  nature  of  the  reparation.  If  a  tree  push  out  a  shoot 
or  a  number  of  shoots  in  the  room  of  a  branch  that  has  been  cut  off,  no 
one  will  occupy  the  same  site  as  that  branch,  or  particularly  resemble  it 
in  shape,  elevation,  extent,  &z;c.,  and  yet  will  be,  to  all  intents  and  pur- 
poses, as  perfect  a  limb  as  that  which  was  lost  ;  but  if  a  lobster  lose  a 
claw,  it  will  be  replaced  by  another  claw  having  a  similarity  in  shape 
and  other  respects  to  the  one  lost,  and  two  claws  will  not  come  to  sup- 
ply the  place  of  one. 

It  may  be  doubted,  however,  whether  all  the  processes  that  take  place, 
from  the  receipt  of  an  injury  to  the  time  of  its  reparation,  and  which  are 
usually  ranked  among  the  effects  of  the  vis  medicatrix,  are  in  reality  of  a 
sanative  character,  since  they  may  be   ascribed  merely  to  a  vitiated  per- 


Remarks  on  histinrf.  4^^ 

forinanco  of  tlic  fiinrtions  by  tlic  parts  'mjiinMl,  iiii(i<  r  tlu^  influence  of  llie 
irritation  occasioned  l)y  thc^  injury.  Wlien  this  irritation  subsides,  the 
functions  are  restored  to  liealthy  a(!tion,  and  b)-  tlie  continuance  of  this 
j^aadually  com]ilete  the  reparation. 

^J'liis  idea  derives  weiLibt  from  the  consideration,  tbal  formations  take 
place,  the  tendency  of  wbicli  seems  to  be  the  uhiniatii  destruction  of  the 
liviuLi  jirinciple,  l)y  \ho  ai^ency  of  lh(^  or<rans  of  which  they  ar(;  formed. 
This  is  ilie  case  with  many  classes  of  tumors  and  oth(.'r  morbid  (growths  ; 
and  thougli  these  may  be  formed  by  the  aijency  of  the  living  princijile, 
yet  the  general  tendency  of  that  action  must  be  considered  as  overcome 
and  misdirected  by  some  other  influ(>nce.  If  the  effect  of  this  influence 
be  but  partial  and  of  t(MU[)orary  duration,  the  energy  of  the  living  })rin- 
ciple  resuming  its  proper  sway,  will  impel  the  organs  to  the  performance 
of  their  usual  healthy  and  conservative  action.  A  light  inflammation 
terminates  in  resolution  ;  one  considerably  more  grave,  suppurates.  It  does 
not  appear  from  this  that  suppuration  is  necessary  to  the  recovery  of  the 
affected  part,  but  merely  that  suppuration  is  the  result  of  more  grave  and 
persistent  irritation  than  happened  in  the  first  instance.  A  case  much 
more  severe  may  terminate  in  gangrene,  without  the  intervention  of  sup- 
puration.  The  series  of  local  actions  that  terminate  in  gangrene,  cannot 
fairly  be  attributed  to  the  proper  agency  of  the  principle  of  hfe,  but 
merely  to  that  agency  vitiated,  misdirected  and  overcome  by  some  other 
cause,  which,  generally  speaking,  may  be  called  irritation.  Now,  though 
in  many  cases  suppuration  is  a  comparatively  healthy  action,  if  put  in 
contrast  with  gangrene,  yet  it  does  not  follow  that  it  is  positively  so,  but 
merely  an  action  less  vitiated,  but  more  so  than  in  the  case  of  termina^ 
tion  by  resolution.  In  some  cases,  it  is  true,  suppuration  has  its  benefit, 
as  in  looseninii;  any  mechanical  cause  of  irritation  driven  into  the  flesh, 
and  thus  contributino;  to  its  removal ;  and  in  all  cases  it  may  be  possible 
that  it  affords  a  vent  for  some  irritative  cause,  thereby  ultimately  removing 
its  action.  Still  this  agency  cannot  but  be  considered  indirect,  as  a  bring- 
ing of  good  out  of  evil,  or  w'hat  is  seemingly  so. 

If  this  view  be  correct,  those  actions  which  are  the  effects  of  irritation, 
whetluT  indirectly  beneficial,  or  of  a  wholly  destructive  tendency,  as  in 
the  formation  of  scirrhus  and  other  fatal  morbid  growths,  should  be  con- 
sidered as  forming  a  class  by  themselves,  being  neither  the  result  of  the 
proper  impulse  of  formation,  nor  of  its  reparative  modification.  They 
may  be  looked  upon  simply  as  vitiated  actions,  or,  if  it  be  deemed  advisa- 
ble to  assign  any  variety  of  impulse  for  their  classification,  a  fitting  name 
may  be  found  in  the  term  Irritative  Impulse.  The  whole  of  the  laws  of 
formation  will  then  come  under  the  head  of  Organic  Impulse,  with  the 
subdivisions  Primitive,  Reparative  and  Irritative  Impulse. 

It  seems  to  be  a  law  of  vital  impulse,  that  though  standing  ready  to 
act,  its  agency  cannot  begin  without  the  fulfilment  of  conditions,  such  as 
the  concurrence  of  certain  circumstances,  or  the  presence  and  application 
of  certain  aaents  which  may  serve  as  stimuli,  or  incitements  to  the  living 
principle.  This  is  more  manifest  in  no  case  than  in  that  of  the  organic 
impulse.     Although  this  comprises   the  first  incipient  efforts  of  growth 
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aod  ibrniaiioii,  what  Bluinenljuch  calls  the  nisus  formations,  in  the  or- 
ganized rudiment  of  any  being,  such,  for  instance,  as  die  seed  of  a  plant, 
and  directs  its  growth  and  action  to  the  complete  and  perfect  formation 
of  seeds,  that  are  die  organized  rudiments  of  future  plants,  yet  it  cannot 
begin  the  first  effort  in  the  individual,  but  by  the  incitement  of  warmth 
and  moistuie,  and,  in  general,  something  to  serve  as  a  fit  place  of  d(;posit 
for  the  seed,  where  these  incitements  may  be  supplied  in  the  proper  de- 
gree and  manner.  After  the  growth  has  begun,  other  elements  more  or 
less  nunierous  come  into  requisition  for  the  healthy  and  natural  continu- 
ance of  it,  according  to  the  nature  of  the  plant,  and  as  the  supply  of 
these  is  best,  both  in  ijuantity  and  in  quality,  so  proporiioiially  is  the  vigor 
and  growth  of  the  plant.  Owing  to  deviations  from  the  proper  and  equal 
supply  ol  these  elements  to  different  portions  of  the  same  plant,  many 
deviations  from  the  usual  coui-sc  of  its  growth  take  place,  giving  the  ap- 
pearance of  the  seeking  or  avoiding  of  certain  things,  which  probably  was 
the  first  occasion  of  the  assignment  of  instinct  to  plants,  and  of  the  con- 
fusion dius  made  by  some  in  the  use  and  understanding  of  the  term, 
and  w  hich  gradually  led  to  Dr.  Good's  "  new  view  "  of  the  subject. 

As  plants  can  hardly  be  pretended  to  have  volition  or  voluntary  organs, 
such  persons  were  forced  to  make  instinct  supply  tiie  place  of  volition, 
and  to  give  it  control  over  the  organic  organs  ;  and  as  even  then  it  would 
be  of  little  use  without  perception,  they  made  it  supply  the  place  of  per- 
ception also,  if  indeed  they  did  not  attribute  perception  to  it.  Thus  they 
accounted  for  these  deviations  from  regularity  of  growth,  and  thus  widened 
the  limits  of  instinct  till  tliey  coincided  ^vlth  organic  impulse,  or  the  vis 
vit(£,  and  brought  about  Dr.  Good's  definition  of  it.  An  instance  or  two 
will  be  given  from  those  cited  by  Dr  Good  as  illustrations  of  instinct. 
He  says, 

'^  A  strawberry  offset  planted  in  a  patch  of  sand  w  ill  send  forth  almost 
the  whole  of  its  runners  in  the  direction  in  which  the  proper  soil  lies 
nearest,  and  few  and  sometimes  none  in  the  line  in  which  it  lies  most 
remote." 

The  offset  here  spoken  of  probably  at  first  pushes  out  its  roots  in  all 
directions  under  the  agency  of  organic  impulse;  those  on  the  side  nearest 
to  the  fertile  soil  undoubtedly  meet  w  ilh  the  most  abundant  supply  of 
nutriment  from  the  diffusion  of  moisture  and  other  nutritious  substances 
from  that  soil  into  the  sand,  the  quantity  of  these  constantly  becoming 
less  with  the  increase  of  distance  from  the  soil.  Hence  the  roots  on  the 
nearest  side  grow  larger,  longer,  and  become  more  numerous,  and  supply 
a  proportionate  share  of  nourishment  to  the  plant,  and  fiom  the  nature  of 
the  vascular  system  of  plants  this  larger  share  of  nourishment  will  be  im- 
parted to  the  same  side  of  the  plant  ;  hence  the  germs  of  shoots  and 
runners  on  that  side  will  be  incited  with  greater  stimulus  and  in  greater 
number,  and  their  growth  will  be  more  vio^orous  than  on  the  other  side 
where  the  nourishment  is  less  abundant.  The  diffen^nce  will  be  in  pro- 
pordon  to  the  amount  of  nourishment  on  the  respecUve  sides  more  than 
is  merely  sufficient  to  maintain  the  life  of  the  plant,  and  thus  there  may 
be  few  or  none  on  one  side,  and  many  on  the  other.     As  the  direction  of 
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these  runnel's  is  from  iho  (MMitn^  outward,  llicy  will  nntnrally  take  the  di- 
rection of  the  fertile!  soil,  and  thus  propai^ate  the  plant  in  th(;  line  hest 
adapted  for  its  MourishiuL!;,  hut  without  any  seckin^^  after  it,  or  any  jiroeess 
which  ran  W  likened  to  the  instinct  of  animals,  th()U'j;h  as  far  as  regards 
th(^  wi'lfare  of  the  individual,  and  the  preservation  of  the;  species,  the  re- 
sults may  ho  the  same  as  are  clfected  in  animals  hy  instinct. 

Attain.  ''  When  a  tre<Mhat  recjuires  much  moisture  (says  Mr.  Knii^ht) 
lias  sprung  up  or  heen  planted  in  a  dry  soil  in  the  vicinity  of  water,  it 
has  been  observed,  that  much  the  larger  portion  of  its  roots  have  been 
directed  towards  the  water  ;  and  that  when  a  tree  of  a  difTerent  species, 
and  which  requires  a  dry  soil,  has  been  j)laccd  in  a  similar  situation,  it 
has  appeared,  in  the  direction  given  to  its  roots,  to  have  avoided  the  water 
and  moist  soil." 

The  explanation  of  these  two  instances  seems  abundantly  obvious  after 
what  has  been  before  said.  The  roots  in  each  case  grew  most  vigorously 
precisely  in  the  direction  in  which  the  greatest  quantity  of  suitable  nour- 
ishment was  supplied  to  them,  and  because  it  was  so  supplied.  There 
was  no  seekiniT  after  the  water  in  the  one  case,  nor  avoidinn;  of  it  in 
the  other. 

''  When  a  tree  (remarks  Dr.  Smith)  happens  to  grow  from  seed  in  a 
wall  (and  he  particularly  alludes  to  an  ash  in  which  the  fact  actually 
occurred),  it  has  been  observed,  on  arriving  at  a  certain  size,  to  stop  for 
a  while,  and  send  down  a  root  to  the  ground.  As  soon  as  this  root  was 
established  in  the  soil,  the  tree  continued  increasing  to  a  large  magnitude." 
This,  at  first  sight,  seems  a  stronger  case  in  support  of  the  opinion  it  is 
brought  to  illustrate,  than  the  preceding,  yet  the  explanation  of  it  is  not 
very  difficult.  Tiie  tree  continued  to  grow  so  long  as  its  roots,  in  con- 
junction w^ith  the  absorption  of  the  leaves,  could  supply  it  with  suffi- 
cient nourishment.  After  a  while  the  supply  of  moisture  and  of  that 
portion  of  matter  furnished  by  the  earth  ceased  to  be  enough  to  prolong 
its  upward  growth,  while  the  returning  sap,  rich  with  its  accession  of  car- 
bon and  moisture  derived  from  the  atmosphere  through  the  leaves,  was 
still  capable  of  affording  to  the  roots  the  means  of  growth.  Some  root, 
more  favorably  situated  than  the  rest  for  obtaining  the  benefit  of  this  sup- 
ply, continued  to  grow  with  vigor,  till  having  reached  the  ground  where 
nourishment  was  abundant,  it  threw  out  its  fibres  in  all  directions,  and 
soon  acquired  a  bulk  and  vigor  that  enabled  it  to  convey  to  the  tree  mate- 
rials for  a  new,  permanent,  and  thrifty  growth.  The  tree  did  not  stop, 
that  it  might  direct  its  energies  to  the  root,  and  send  that  down  to  the 
ground,  knowing  that  thence  it  might  obtain  a  better  supply  of  food.  It 
stoj)ped  merely  for  want  of  materials  wherewith  to  grow,  and  the  root  in 
question  grew,  as  it  would  in  any  case,  because  it  had  the  materials  for 
its  growth,  and  it  grew  towards  the  ground,  in  obedience  to  the  peculiar 
action  of  its  primitive  law  of  organization,  the  vital  impulse,  which,  as  was 
before  stated,  determines  in  each  kind  of  plant,  its  peculiar  shape,  and  th(j 
general  shape  and  direction  of  its  parts,  as  they  proceed  from  the  original 
germ. 

There  seems,  in   the  manner  in  which  these  instances  arc  brought  for- 
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ward,  to  bo  a  shifting  of  the  relative  position  of  cause  and  effect,  as  may, 
perhaps,  be  tlie  case  in  the  fullowin^^  farther  instance. 

'■  Tlie  best  means,  perliaps,  tljat  a  plant  can  possess  of  resisting  the 
effects  of  drought,  is  a  tuberous  or  bulbous  root.  The  grass  called 
Phleuni  pratense,  or  common  cats-tail,  when  growing  in  pastures  that  are 
uniformly  moist,  has  a  fibrous  root,  for  it  is  locally  supplied  with  a  suffi- 
ciency of  water  ;  but  in  dry  situations,  or  such  as  are  only  occasionally 
wet,  its  root  acquires  a  bulbous  form,  and  thus  instinctively  accommodates 
the  plant  with  a  natural  reservoir ;  and  there  are  various  other  grasses,  as 
the  Alopecurus  geniculatus,  that  exhibit  the  same  curious  adaptation." 

The  above  Instance  is  given  on  the  authority,  again,  of  Dr.  Smith, 
whose  high  rank  as  a  botanist  must  readily  be  allowed,  yet  the  precise 
accuracy  of  the  statement,  particularly  as  to  the  Impression  it  seems  in- 
tended to  make,  may  admit  of  question.  Why  may  not  the  two  forms 
of  the  plants  above  mentioned  be  two  distinct  species?  Many  species 
among  plants  of  tlie  same  genus  are  distinguished  by  quite  as  small  dif- 
ferences as  that  between  a  bulbous  root  and  a  fibrous  one.  The  only 
thing  that  would  sliow  that  they  are  not  so,  is  the  ascertaining  by  experi- 
ment that  they  are  convertible  into  each  other  ;  that  is,  that  a  fibrous- 
rooted  cats-tail,  by  being  removed  to  a  dry  soil,  will  become  bulbous- 
rooted,  and  the  converse  ;  or  that  the  seeds  of  either  kind  will  produce 
plants  of  each  kind;  being  sown  in  two  different  appropriate  soils.  If 
they  be  not  convertible  thus,  the  whole  original  position  falls  to  the 
ground.  If  they  be,  then  each  kind  must  contain  the  same  rudiments  of 
formation,  and  the  difference  of  their  development  In  the  two  must  be 
according  to  their  supply  of  the  proper  incitements  or  materials  of  such 
development. 

Suppose    the    bulbous    root   to   be   the  primitive   form.     Bulbs   have 
fibrous  roots  proceeding  from   their  bottoms,  whereby  they  are  nourished. 
In  a   moist  soil,  in   the  cases  above,  the  proper  nourishment,  either  in 
quantity  or  quality,  is  not  supplied   for   the  development  of  the  bulbous 
organization,  and  it  remains    abortive  ;    while  the  fibrous  roots,  finding 
abundance  of  suitable  nourishment  for  themselves,  and  the  other  parts  of 
the  plant   above  the  bulb,  grow  and  fiourisli  with   these  parts,  and  the 
grass,  taken   as  a   whole,  appears   to  have  a  fibrous  root  merely.     If,  on 
the  contrary,  the  fibrous  root  be  supposed  to  be  the  primitive,  still,  if  the 
species  be  identical,  it  must  contain  the  rudiments  of  the  bulb,  though  in 
the  proper  soils  it  must  be  what  is   termed  abortive.     In    a  different  soil 
from  that  natural   to   it,  are  found  the  incitements  of  particular  nourish- 
ment, warmth,  dryness,  Sic,  that   are  suited   to  rouse  into  action,  under 
the  vital  impulse,  these  naturally  abortive  rudiments,  and  the  bulb  becomes 
developed,  the  fibrous  roots  remaining  attached  to  it  in  their  relative  pro- 
per situation,  but  with  a  difference  of  development,  owing  to  the  change 
in   the  other  rudiments,  and  to  the    difference  in  the  quantity  and  quality 
of  the  nourishment  they  receive.      Here  is  nothing  that  ought  to  be  re- 
ferred to  instinct  properly  so  called,  and  the  whole  illustration  is  a  failure. 
By  similar  processes  of  examination,  as   far  as  the  present  amount  of 
knowledge  in  these  matters  will  permit  them  to  be  made,  it  is  most  likely 
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that  all  the  suppositions  of  iiisliiict  in  vegetables,  answering  in  any  de- 
gree to  that  faciihy  in  animals,  will  be  explaincjcl  in  perfect  acconiance 
with  tlie  ))rinriple  that  has  heen  laid  down,  tliat  all  th(;  actions  of  vege- 
table life  are  owing  to  the  agency  of  the  priiiciph;  of  WUi  under  the  di- 
vision tenued  organic  iui))ulse,  and  the  coincidences  o(  j)arlicular  incite- 
ments modifying  tlu^  aelion  of  that  impulse. 

(To  be  concluded  next  week.) 


CASE  OF    POISONING   BY   HYDROCYANIC  ACID. 

On  the  evening  of  the  523d  of  January,  I   was  summoned  to  the  aid  of 

Mr.  H ,  a  medical  gentleman  of  Strntton,  near  Cirencester,  who  was 

reported  to  have  poisoned  himself.  1  found  him  lying  on  iiis  back  on  the 
hearth-rug,  his  head  supported  by  a  folded  shawl.  His  countenance  was 
placid,  and  free  from  all  contortions,  his  eyes  closed,  and  the  pupils 
not  largely  dilated  ;  a  fresh  healthy  color  was  on  his  cheeks.  His  limbs 
were  quite  supple,  and  his  body  warm.  Life  had  been  extinct  about 
ten  minutes.  From  the  statement  made  to  me  in  the  room,  and  which 
afterwards  appeared  in  evidence  at  the  inquest,  I  learnt  that  he  had  re- 
turned home  from  a  long  round  of  visiting,  much  fatigued,  and  feeling 
a  pain  in  his  chest,  took  the  bottle  of  acid  from  its  place  in  the  surgery, 
and  went  into  the  parlor  adjoining,  for  the  purpose  of  takino-  a  minim 
dose  to  relieve  it — a  remedy  he  had  more  than  once  had  reco°urse  to  be- 
fore, for  the  same  purpose.  While  there  he  was  heard  to  stagger,  and  as 
the  house-keeper  rushed  into  the  room,  he  fell,  and  an  ounce  phial,  about 
half  full  of  hydrocyanic  acid,  of  Scheele's  strength,  corked,  dropped 
from  his  hand.  She  rang  the  bell  violently,  and  gave  the  alarm,  and  in 
five  minutes  his  brother,  who  is  a  medical  man,  was  on  the  spot.  He 
w^as  then  breathing,  and  his  pulse  w^as  distinctly  perceptible  at  the  wrist. 
Notwithstanding  every  means  tried  to  counteract  the  effects  of  the  poison, 
he  expired  in  a  few  minutes  without  any  scream,  and  quite  tranquilly. 

Appearances,  iwcnty-two  Hours  after  Death. — Weather  very  cold. 
The  body  was  cold  and  rigid.  AH  the  depending  parts,  as  the  back, 
shoulders,  bend  of  elbows,  &tc.,  were  of  a  mottled  purplish  color.  On 
opening  the  chest,  the  right  lung  presented  a  dark,  dusky  purple  appear* 
ance,  was  not  much  collapsed,  and  contained  air.  On  being  cut  into  a 
frothy,  dirty-brown,  semi-mucous  fluid  exuded,  tinged  with  blood.  There 
was  no  odor  of  prussic  acid  from  it.  In  the  cavity  of  the  right  pleura 
were  about  eight  ounces  of  thin  serum  ;  the  surface  of  the  pleura  was 
not  marked  by  any  evidence  of  inflammation.  The  left  lunrr  was  of  a 
pale  color,  exsanguine,  contained  but  little  air,  and  poured  out  only  a 
whitish  frothy  mucus  on  being  cut  into  ;  it  was  firmly  adherent  in  its 
whole  extent  to  the  costal  pleura  of  the  same  side,  and,  posteriorly,  the 
adhesions  were  so  strong  as  to  defy  my  strength  to  separate  them.  The 
pericardium  was  natural  ;  it  contained,  perhaps,  a  little  more  fluid  than 
usual  in  its  cavity.  The  heart  was  small,  and  firmly  contracted,  and  the 
vessels  on   its  surface   distended  with   fluid   blood.     On   cuttin^^  into  it 
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about  three  ounces  of  dark-colored  fluid  blood  trickled  out,  without  tlie 
least  appearance  of  coagulation  having  been  attempted.  It  exhaled  no 
smell  of  prussic  acid.  The  parietes  of  the  ventricles  were  a  little  thicker 
than  usual.  The  liver  was  large  and  healthy.  The  spleen  soft  and 
easily  broken  down,  resembling  mulberry  jam.  The  kidneys  were  firm, 
rather  large,  and  slightly  coagulated.  The  stomach  contained  about  fif- 
teen ounces  of  half-digested  food,  that  gave  out  the  peculiar  smell  of 
food  undeigoing  digestion,  with  which  also  could  be  satisiactoriiy  r<*cog- 
nized  the  well-known  odor  of  bitter  almonds.  The  mucous  coat  of  the 
stomach  was  healthy,  and  smelt  strongly  of  prussic  acid  after  the  stomach 
had  been  emptied  of  its  contents.  The  intestines  were  healthy.  The 
brain  and  its  coverings  were  healthy,  but  its  vessels  and  its  sinuses  were 
filled  with  dark-colored  fluid  blood.  It  was  quite  free  from  any  smell  of 
prussic  acid. 

In  this  case,  first,  he  had  power  to  cork  the  botde  after  having  taken 
the  poison  ;  indicating  its  paralyzing  effects  on  the  sensorium  not  to  have 
been  instantaneous.  Second,  the  placid  state  of  his  features,  unmarked 
by  any  act  of  expiring.  Third,  there  was  no  scream,  but  he  died  tran- 
quilly and  silently.  Fourth,  the  congested  state  of  the  right  lung  might 
more  reasonably  be  referred  to  the  effects  of  chronic  pneumonia  than  to 
the  poison.  Fifth,  the  blood  was  everywhere  dark  colored  and  fluid. 
Sixth,  the  odor  of  bitter  almonds  was  satisfactorily  recognized  in  the  sto- 
mach, and  nowhere  else.  Seventh,  he  lived  nearly  ten  minutes  after 
having  taken  the  poison. — Mr.  Pooley,  in  London  Medical  Gazette. 


DIGESTION   OF   VEGETABLE   ALBUMEN  AND   FAT. 

By  R.  D.  Thomson,  M.D.,  Lecturer    on  Practical  Chemistry  in    the  University  of  Glasgow. 

Nearly  three  years  ago.  Dr.  A.  Buchanan  communicated  to  me  the 
fact,  that  he  had  frequently  observed  the  serum  of  the  blood  to  present  a 
white  appearance  when  a  person  happened  to  have  been  bled  for  some 
affection  of  such  a  circumscribed  nature  as  not  to  interfere  with  the  appe- 
tite or  digestion  ;  but  an  opportunity  did  not  occur  to  me  of  examining 
this  peculiar  serum  till  the  end  of  1843,  when  Dr.  Buchanan  was  so 
kind  as  to  place  some  of  it  at  my  disposal.  The  fluid  presented  the  ap- 
pearance of  thin  milk,  being  covered,  after  standing,  on  the  upper  surface 
with  a  whitish  scum  of  a  denser  character  than  that  which  was  diffused 
through  the  fluid.  When  the  fluid  was  filtered,  a  portion  of  the  scum  re- 
mained on  the  filter  while  the  liquid  passed  through,  possessing  still 
a  milky  aspect,  but  obviously  being  deprived  of  a  considerable  por- 
tion of  its  denser  particles.  Dr.  Buchanan,  however,  observed  that  this 
white  matter  might  be  accumulated  in  larger  quantities,  or  at  least  collect- 
ed into  smaller  bulk,  by  saturating  the  serum  with  common  salt,  when 
the  white  matter  speedily  rose  to  the  surface  in  the  form  of  a  creamy 
layer,  which  did  not  change  its  physical  character  even  when  kept  for 
months.     I  found   that  the  w^hite  matter^  both  when  separated  simply  by 
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the  filler  and  aUo  wIkmi  |)n'ci|)ilal(.'(l,  If  \s('  may  so  speak,  by  common 
salt,  contained  a  sid)slance  wliicli  was  in>oliil)le  in  a'diei'  and  alcoliol,  and 
that  wlien  dissolved  in  eansiic  polabh,  and  [Uc.  solnlion  was  boile'd  with 
acetate  of  lead,  a  black  precipitates  of  sulpliuret  of  lead  fell.  Tb(;se  ex- 
perimenLs  w(M-e  scNcial  limes  repeated  carel'nlly  witb  tlie  same  result,  and 
were  witnessed  by  Dr.  IJucbanan,  so  tliat  w'(;  bad  no  donbt  in  onr  own 
n)inds  tbat  ibe  presi-nce  oi"  tiac(>s  of  an  albuminous  substance  in  tlu;  wliite 
matter  of  tbis  serum  was  establiabed  ;  and  we  bad,  subsequently,  oppor- 
tunities of  oblainin^^  ibis  matter  in  larger  quantities,  so  as  to  confirm  tbe 
])revious  experiments. 

Tbese  results  led  to  a  series  of  researches  upon  tbe  effect  of  food  on  ani- 
mals, and  also  on  man  ;  from  which  it  was  clearly  demonstrated  that  the 
white  color  of  tbe  serum  in  healthy  animals  is  dependent  on  tbe  intro- 
duction of  food  into  tbe  syslcMn.  Tbe  detail  of  one  or  experiments  will 
place  this  conclusion  in  a  distinct  ponit  of  view^  It  was  necessary  for 
this  purpose  to  observe  the  characters  of  tbe  serum  of  an  individual  who 
had  not  tasted  food  for  such  a  space  of  time,  that  the  effects  of  the  previ- 
ous meal  should  have  disappeared.  On  the  10th  of  March,  1844,  from 
a  stout  younjr  man,  aged  30,  who  had  tasted  no  food  from  tbe  preceding 
evening  at  six  o'clock  P.  M.,  two  ounces  of  blood  were  taken  at  noon, 
or  at  an  interval  of  eighteen  houi^  after  a  meal.  The  blood  coagulated, 
on  standing,  in  tbe  usual  manner,  and  the  supernatant  serum  was  found 
to  possess  a  pale-yellow  color,  and  to  be  perfectly  clear  and  limpid. 

After  the  abstraction  of  the  blood,  the  individual  dined  upon  twenty- 
four  ounces  of  a  pudding  consisting  of  two  parts  of  wheat  and  flour  and 
one  part  of  suet,  seasoned  w  ith  salt.  At  three  o'clock,  or  in  about  three 
hours  after  the  food  had  been  swallowed,  seven  ounces  of  blood  were 
taken  by  venesection  from  the  arm.  The  clot  formed  as  usual,  no  ap- 
pearance of  a  huffy  coat  presenting  itself.  The  serum  was  whitish  and 
opaque  ;  when  heated,  it  became  more  translucent,  apparently  from  the 
solution  of  some  of  the  solid  particles  diffused  through  it,  or,  as  was  after- 
wards apparent,  from  tbe  liquefaction  of  the  fatty  matter  diffused  dnough 
the  serum.  The  whole  fluid  possessed  a  somewhat  syrupy  cast  of  ap- 
pearance, and  was  very  heavy,  its  specific  gravity  being  as  high  as  1029.8. 
Comparing  this  density  witb  the  average  density  of  serum,  as  we  find  it  in 
physiolojrical  works,  10-26i  by  Dr.  Thomson,  10-27  to  1029  by  IVluller, 
it  must  be  pronounced  high  ;  but  as  the  specific  gravity  of  this  fluid  has 
never  been  properly  estimated  in  perhaps  the  truly  healthy  condition  of 
animals,  and  more  especially  in  parallel  cases  with  tbat  described,  no  con- 
clusion can  be  deduced  in  reference  to  the  density  of  tbe  serum  as  com- 
pared with  tbe  normal  standard.  On  throwing  the  serum  upon  a  filler,  a 
portion  of  white  matter  remained  attached  to  its  interior  surface,  while 
the  liquid  which  passed  through  retained  still  a  milky  aspect ;  but  per- 
haps the  most  interesting  result  obtained  by  this  experiment  was,  that  on 
drying  the  filler  and  holding  it  between  the  eye  and  the  light,  it  was 
found  to  have  imbibed  a  considerable  amount  of  oily  matter.  The  white 
substance  remaining  on  tbe  filler  presented  characters  similar  to  those  of 
albuminous  or  fibrinous  matter. 
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The  facts  detailed  Imvinj;  shown  that  there  was  a  decided  distinction 
between  the  serum  of  a  person  previous  to  and  after  takint^  food,  it  he- 
canie  an  interesting  point  to  pui-sue  the  iiHjuiry,  and  to  ascertain  how  lon;^ 
the  milky  aspect  would  continue  in  the  blood.  Accordingly,  at  six 
o'clock,  P.  M.,  or  six  hours  after  the  meal,  the  individual  was  a  third 
lime  bled  to  the  extent  of  seven  ounces.  The  serum  was  in  this  case 
very  milky,  and  threw  up,  on  standing,  a  considerable  white  scum  to  the 
surface,  which  could  be  drawn  up  by  a  sucker  and  examined.  On  tlirow- 
ing  the  serum  on  a  filter,  a  small  portion  of  white  matter  adhered  to  it, 
possessing  albuminous  charactei-s  ;  the  serum  passed  through  with  a  milky 
color,  but  no  imbibition  of  oil  could  be  detected  on  the  filter  itself.  A 
careful  examination  of  this  specimen  of  serum  could  detect  not  a  trace 
of  starch  by  means  of  iodine  and  chlorine,  and  this  led  to  the  investiga- 
tions detailed  in  the  subsequent  parts  of  this  paper. 

The  inferences  deducible  from  this  experiment  appear  to  be, — 1st,  that 
the  serum  of  a  healthy  individual  at  a  certain  period  of  time,  after  par- 
taking of  a  meal,  is  clear  and  limpid,  and  corresponds  with  the  descrip- 
tion of  this  fiuid  as  we  find  it  detailed  in  physiological  works  of  authority  ; 
2nd,  that  in  three  hours  after  a  meal,  when  the  food  consists  of  vegetable 
albuminous  matter  and  oil,  or  fat,  the  albumen  begins  to  make  its  appear- 
ance in  the  blood,  while  a  still  larger  quantity  of  fat  in  relation  to  the 
amount  of  the  albumen  taken  into  the  stomach  exists  in  the  blood  ;  and, 
3rd,  that  in  six  hours,  while  the  quantity  of  albuminous  matter  in  the  blood 
can  be  detected,  the  fatty  matter  has  comparatively  disappeared — a  conclu- 
sion which  is  completely  in  accordance  with  the  chemical  properties  of  these 
substances,  since  we  know  that  some  kinds  of  fat  liquefy  nearly  at  the 
temperature  of  the  human  body,  and  will,  of  consequence,  be  in  a  condi- 
tion immediately  after  their  introduction  into  the  stomach  to  enter  the 
sanguineous  circulation  along  with  the  water  present  in  the  stomach,  since 
that  fluid  appears  capable  of  permeating,  with  great  facility,  the  coats  of 
the  intestinal  canal  throughout  its  whole  length. 

To  detenmne  the  manner  in  which  the  food  thus  passes  into  the  cir- 
culating system,  is  scarcely  the  province  of  the  chemist.  At  the  same 
time,  since  it  appears  to  exist  in  the  current  of  the  blood  without  having 
undergone  much  modification  of  state  from  that  which  it  originally  pos- 
sessed in  the  stomach,  there  seem  no  obvious  arguments  to  present  them- 
selves against  the  conclusion  that  the  food  is  directly  absorbed  from  the 
alimentary  canal  by  the  bloodvessels  themselves. 

Jn  confirmation  of  the  experiment  already  detailed,  the  physiological 
part  of  which  was  CQuducted  by  Dr.  Buchanan,  whose  great  merits  as  a 
physiologist  and  original  observer,  require  no  encomiums  from  me,  various 
repetitions  on  the  inferior  animals  were  conducted  by  myself,  which  it 
would  serve  no  purpose  to  enumerate  minutely,  since  they  all  conducted 
to  the  same  results. 

In  the  majority  of  these  cases,  calves  were  fed  on  gruel  and  milk,  and 
after  various  intervals  they  were  slaughtered.  The  serum,  on  examina- 
tion, when  the  animal  was  killed  from  three  to  six  hours  after  the  meal, 
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was  found  to  l)o  milky,  and  to  leave  a  f^reasy  slain  on  filtering  paper 
when  tlic  amount  of  milk  or  I'atty  matter  used  was  considerable  ;  while  the 
serum  taken  from  an  animal  which  had  been  suhjcetcd  to  starvation  for  a 
space  of  time,  varyin^^^  from  twelve  to  tweiUy-four  hours,  j)re.s('nted  ;:en- 
erally  a  clear  aspect.  It  has  been  frequently  remarked  that  the  serum  of 
diabetic  patients  exhibits  often  a  milky  app(!arance,  and  the  circumstance 
of  the  co-existence  of  disease  with  the  white  serum  was  considered  as  a 
proof  that  the  disease  w  as  th(^  cause  of  the  color  of  the  liijuid  parts  of 
the  blood  ;  hut  ii  has  been  very  properly  remarked  by  Dr.  Buchanan, 
that  the  lari^e  amount  of  food  consumed  by  individuals  affected  with  this 
disease,  atlords  a  satisfactory  mode  of  accounting  for  the  presence  of  such 
profuse  quantities  of  albuminous  and  fatty  matter  in  the  blood  in  such 
instances.  I  have  recently  had  o|)portunities  of  studying  this  form  of 
serum  through  the  kindness  of  Dr.  VVilliam  Thomson,  and  I  have  found 
no  reason  to  conclude  that  the  blood  of  diabetic  patients,  so  far  as  its 
milkiness  is  concerned,  is  more  diseased  than  that  of  healthy  individuals 
after  a  full  meal.  It  is  no  doubt  highly  probable  tliat  the  blood  in  these 
instances  remains  for  a  longer  time  loaded  with  the  white  matter  tlian  in 
the  healthy  state  of  the  organism,  and  that  the  appetite  may,  by  continu- 
ally urging  in  a  new  supply  of  food,  thus  produce  a  diminished  rate  of 
digestion  or  assimilation  in  the  circulating  system  ;  but  the  presence  of 
the  white  matter  in  the  serum  it  would  be  erroneous  to  consider  as  a 
symptom  of  disease,  at  least  in  so  far  as  the  data  entitle  us  to  draw  such 
an  inference. 

[Further  experiments  by  Dr.  Thomson,  on  the  digestion  of  starch,  are 
given  in  the  Philosophical  Magazine,  from  which  the  above  is  taken,  but 
which  we  have  no  room  for  this  week.] 
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The  NciD  Postage  Law. — The  present  No.  of  the  Journal  is  forwarded  to 
subscribers  subject  to  the  new  post-office  regulations.  The  weekly  Nos.,  as 
has  before  been  remarked,  will  be  received  free  of  all  postage  by  subscribers 
residing  not  more  than  80  miles  from  Boston,  and  will  be  freed  from  the 
liability  of  a  higher  rate  than  newspaper  postage  being  charged  upon  them 
(as  has  in  some  instances  heretofore  been  done)  wheil  sent  to  any  distance. 
In  other  respects  the  rates  will  be  the  same  as  formerly.  With  regard  to 
the  monthly  series,  the  price  will  be  lessened  to  distant  subscribers  who  have 
heretofore  paid  2J  cts.  per  sheet.  The  new  rates  for  magazines,  &-c.,  for 
any  distance,  are  2i  cts.  for  the  first  ounce,  and  1  for  each  additional 
ounce  or  fractional  part.  This  w<Mdd  make  the  postage  on  our  monthly, 
when  containing  4  sheets,  which  weigh  4  ounces,  5J  cts. ;  and  when  con- 
tainincT  5  sheets,  (ii  cts.  This  is  the  most  that  can  liecharsred.  Through- 
out New  England,  however,  subscribers   have  been  in  the  habit  of  paying 
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newspaper  postage  on  the  moiitlily  l*arts,  these  Parts  being  considered,  as 
they  ill  truth  are,  a  certain  nuiiilxr  of  newspapers  sent  out  together.  If 
this  rate  of  postage  should  be  allowed  under  the  new  law,  monthly  sub- 
scribers will  be  placed  on  the  same  footing  as  weekly  ones. — On  account 
of  the  diminution  of  letter  postage,  it  is  hoped  correspondents  will  be 
more  free  in  their  coinumnications  for  the  Journal,  bearinfr  in  mind,  how- 
ever,  that  brevity  is  an  important  item  in  papers  intended  for  a  work  like 
this. — By  a  new  arrangement  of  tjie  Post  Master  General,  it  is  under- 
stood that  the  privilege  will  be  enjoyed  by  subscribers  of  paying  money 
to  their  postmasters  for  periodicals. 


Phi/sicul  Erercise. — A  leading  article  in  the  Common  School  Journal 
for  June  IGth,  takes  up  the  subject  of  gymnastic  exercises,  particularly 
in  the  school  under  the  scientific  control  of  David  Thayer,  ]\[.D.,  in 
Boylston  Hall,  Boston.  Mr.  Mann,  the  philantiiropic  editor,  justly  ap- 
preciates the  great  value  of  institutions  for  developing  the  muscular  sys- 
tem in  cities.  People  are  there  so  thickly  mingled  that  they  actually  in- 
terfere with  each  other's  movements  in  the  crowded  streets,  in  the  over- 
stocked houses,  and  over-filled  public  schools.  Where  there  is  room  for 
out-door  exercise,  an  untainted  volume  of  atmospheric  air,  plain  food  and 
generous  sleeping  apartments,  it  is  exceedingly  rare  to  find  narrow  chests, 
pale  faces,  distorted  shoulders,  curved  spines  and  feeble  bodies.  But  in 
cities,  all  these  misfortunes  are  found,  and  thev  must  be  met  by  the 
science  of  the  times,  which  has  discovered  a  palliative  at  least,  and  in 
m'any  cases  a  radical  cure,  in  the  gymnasium. 

''Through  want  of  opportunities,"  says  Mr.  Mann,  "and  of  induce- 
ments to  action,  bodily  exercise  falls  into  disuse  and  disrepute,  and  manual 
labor,  under  all  the  healthiest  influences  of  the  open  sky,  comes  to  be  re- 
garded as  less  reputable  than  in-door  and  sedentary  occupations.  With 
the  decline  of  physical  vigor,  the  natural  desire  for  physical  effort  ceases; 
animal  spirits  are  not  generated  ;  the  body  becomes  flaccid,  the  joints 
loose  and  the  blood  grumous,  until  the  only  vigor  or  vis  which  remains  is 
the  vis  imrticB.  The  offspring  born  of  such  parents  inherit  their  feeble- 
ness. In  the  price  current,  too,  of  certain  classes  of  society,  clothes  are 
more  valuable  than  health  ;  and  children  are  debarred  from  taking  exer- 
cise, because  a  nice  frock  is  worth  more  than  a  rosy  cheek,  and  a  soiled 
jacket  is  more  to  be  deprecated  than  a  narrow  chest.  Children  must  not 
be  allowed  to  sport  in  the  wet  street  or  on  the  dewy  grass,  because  boys 
and  girls  were  made  for  shoes  and  stockinss,  and  not  shoes  and  stockings 
for  boys  and  girls. 

"  The  natural  consequence  of  all  this  is,  a  tendency,  in  cities,  to  a 
rapid  deterioration  of  the  race.  The  body  shrinks  ;  the  limbs  droop  and 
pine;  the  size  of  the  brain  diminishes;  the  only  portion  of  the  nature 
whose  povver  of  endurance  is  increased,  is  the  social  and  moral  part.  In 
most  cities,  at  least,  this  portion  of  the  man  is  so  strengthened  that  it  can 
behold  the  misfortunes  of  others  without  pitying  them;  see  poverty  with- 
out relievino^  it,  and  indulcre  a  sentiment  of  vindictiveness  against  crime, 
without  the  benevolence  which  would  save  new  victims  from  the  same 
calamity." 
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Cotton  3[(ttfrc<i>r.<. — Mr.  Crosby,  of  tlm  city  of  Lowell,  is  oxtcnsively 
inaiiuractiiriiiir  1)(m1<,  of  an  elegant  appraraiicc,  froin  cotton.  'I'liey  have 
the  external  finish  df  iiair  mattresses,  but,  beside.s  bein;^  ccjual  to 
any  material  in  use  for  stnllin^^r  ;i  ti(^k,  they  liavc  an  important  advantage 
over  all  other  kinds  of  beds  known  to  the  community,  in  their  cheapness. 
A  <j[ener;d  opinioi.  is  expressed  that  they  must  soon  become  hard,  inelastic, 
and  th(reror(>  unlir  ft)r  th(;  exj)rc.ss  object  for  which  they  were  made. 
Such,  however,  appears  not  to  be  the  ciise.  They  do  not  seem  to  difPer 
essentially  in  pouit  of  re-action,  after  beintr  laid  uj)()n,  from  hair.  To 
those  who  have  had  no  ()|)portunity  of  trying  them,  this  may  appear  in- 
credible ;  howev(;r,  as  the  j)roverb  says,  "  the  proof  of  the  puddini;  is  in 
the  eatinir."  It  is  actually  surprising  that  the  idea  has  not  been  sui{irosted 
before,  that  cotton  could  be  used  in  this  way.  For  economy,  it  puts  even 
shaved  rattan  at  (h^fiance.  In  winter,  it  must  be  an  admirable  thiufr,  from 
beino;  such  a  non-conductor  of  caloric.  On  board  of  ships  and  steamers, 
besides  fulfilling  the  first  intention,  of  furnishing  a  first-rate  sleeping  appa- 
ratus, each  one  would  become  a  life-buoy  in  case  of  emergency,  capable 
of  bearing  up  a  man.  Hotels  and  lodging  houses  in  general  should  look 
into  this  discovery  at  once,  since  it  will  reduce  the  expense  of  furnishing 
such  establishments  to  less  than  half  the  present  cost,  so  far  as  bedding  is 
concerned.  In  hospitals,  especially,  in  which  bedding  is  always  a  great 
annual  outlay,  arising  from  the  fact  that  very  many  beds  are  necessarily 
destroyed  in  consequence  of  imbibing  offensive  discharges,  &-c,,  these 
cotton  ones  will  speedily,  we  apprehend,  become  an  important  considera- 
tion. This  discovery  opens  a  new  source  of  domestic  economy,  of 
vastly  more  importance  to  the  country  at  large,  than  could  be  expressed 
in  a  paragraph.  Feathers  have  been  rapidly  passing  out  of  fashion  for 
years  ;  yet  hair  is  too  dear  for  universal  use,  a  large  part  of  it  being  im- 
ported. Cotton  is  a  product  of  our  own  country,  to  be  had  in  any  abun- 
dance. Patriotism,  economy,  utility  and  personal  comfort,  therefore,  con- 
spire to  bring  Mr.  Crosby's  invention  into  immediate,  and,  we  trust,  very 
general  use. 

Berksliire  Medical  Institution. — How  rapidly  the  years  revolve  I  It 
seems  but  a  few  months  since  we  were  commenting  upon  the  prospects 
of  tlie  different  medical  institutions  where  lectures  were  given  the  past  sea- 
son— and  before  we  are  aware  of  the  return  of  another  year,  a  new  set  of 
circulars  are  thickening  upon  us  from  the  four  w^nds.  Among  them  is 
the  prospectus  of  the  Berkshire  Medical  College,  old  enough  to  begin  to 
think  of  being  called  venerable.  Ample  preparations  are  making  for  the 
accommodation  of  a  large  class,  as  usual.  The  lecture  term  will  com- 
mence on  tlie  first  Thursday  of  August,  and  continue  fourteen  weeks. 
If  the  trustees  have  any  idea  of  suitably  and  comfortably  seating  the 
whole  class,  a  remodelling  of  some  of  the  rooms  should  be  at  once  com- 
menced. There  were  145  students  last  year — too  many  for  the  space  in 
which  they  were  daily  assembled.  With  an  increase  of  population,  the 
students  in  all  the  professions  are  correspondingly  multiplying,  and  en- 
larged facilities,  therefore,  are  imperiously  demanded  in  all  the  leading 
schools  of  medicine. 


Castlrtnn  Mrdirnl  CoJlrirc. — Another  annual  circidnr  of  this  school  has 
appeared.     Very  efficient   preparations  are  making  for  the  next  course  of 
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lectures,  commencing,  with  an  energetic  and  able  faculty,  on  llie  4tii  of 
August.  Much  labor  and  expense  have  been  incurred  in  procuring  speci- 
mens and  preparations  for  the  museum.  On  the  (Uh  of  June,  1843,  a  so- 
ciety of  alumni  was  organized,  which  will  be  of  service  to  the  future  inter- 
ests of  the  Institution  Fifty-five  students  received  degress  in  1845,  and 
nine  crentlemen  were  complimented  with  honorary  degrees. 

Laporte  Unwersity. — Although  in  Illinois,  its  medical  department  has 
established  a  character  for  thoroughness,  which  has  the  effect  of  increas- 
ing the  number  of  students,  annually.  The  fifth  course  of  medical  lec- 
tures will  open  the  first  Monday  in  November  and  continue  sixteen  weeks. 
Recently  a  chair,  called  the  Institutes  of  Medicine  and  Pathologij,  was 
created.  The  faculty  embraces  seven  professors,  besides  a  demonstrator 
of  anatomy. 

Diseases  of  the  Sexual  Organs. — Some  of  the  proof-sheets  of  an  essay 
on  this  subject,  were  transmitted  from  New  York,  the  last  week,  where  it 
is  being  stereotyped.  By  the  title-page  we  perceive  that  the  author  is  Dr. 
E.  H.  Di.xon,  of  that  city,  who  has  written  much  and  well  on  various 
branches  of  surgery.  The  book  is  designed  for  popular  as  well  as 
professional  circulation.  Those  cha})ters  which  treat  of  strictures,  gonor- 
rhoea,  malignant  diseases  of  the  testicle,  cancer,  &.C.,  together  with  the  sur- 
gery of  the  parts,  show  a  thorough  acquaintance  with  the  principles  of  ap- 
proved modern  practice.  There  are  startling  things  appearing  here  and 
there,  which  the  non-professional  student  may  regard  with  surprise.  We 
sometimes  have  doubts  about  the  propriety,  and,  in  fact,  the  expediency  of 
giving  all  sorts  of  readers  these  expositions  of  the  vices,  the  frailties  and 
misfortunes  connected  with  a  weak  moral  sentiment. 

Hydrocele  and  fistuhT  are  particularly  well  treated  of,  and  the  manage- 
ment will  meet  with  the  approbation  of  discreet  practitioners.  A  i'ew 
weeks  more,  at  farthest,  will  bring  the  first  edition  into  market,  when  Dr. 
Dixon  will  receive  a  further  notice.  That  gentleman's  acknowledged  in- 
genuity under  trying  surgical  circumstances,  his  originality  and  thorough 
devotion  to  the  rational  principles  of  mf'dfcuie,  make  it  imperious  to  look 
into  the  forthcoming  production  with  more  than  ordinary  interest. 


Dosing  and  Drugging. — An  anonymous  correspondent  has  sent  from 
New  Bedford,  Mass.,  a  communication  that  appeared  in  one  of  the  public 
papers  of  that  town,  which  criticizes,  pretty  keenly,  a  public  lecture  re- 
cently delivered  there  by  Dr.  Wm.  A.  Alcott,  on  what  the  speaker  was 
pleased  to  call  dosing  and  drugging.  Not  doubting  the  assertion  that  the 
discourse  was  not  without  objections,  we  do  not  feel  at  liberty  to  transfer 
the  article  to  the  Journal,  since  it  is  minus  a  responsible  signer.  It  is 
not  enough  that  a  communication  is  signed  a  "  believer  in  science."  We 
covet  the  whole  of  a  writer's  name  under  some  circumstances,  to  fall  back 
upon  in  case  of  necessity.  Dr.  Alcott,  with  a  head  full  of  radicalism  on 
physiological  subjects,  notwithstanding  his  acknowledged  philanthropy  and 
excellence  of  heart,  would  be  very  likely  to  indulge  in  no  very  sparing 
thrusts  against  the  practice  of  medicine,  if  it  did  not  tally  precisely  with  his 
own  peculiar  views. 
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T.mr  of  Mrdirinv  in  Mississippi. — Dr  I..  I'Viiiick  was  indicted  at 
Natrlioz  tor  practising  and  vcndin^^  rnodicinc  willioiit  a  license.  It  was 
decided  on  the  trial,  that  the  act  of  the  Legislature  in  incorporatinj:  the 
Hoard  of  Medical  Censors  for  Adams  County,  is  unconstitutional  and  void, 
and  conse(|uently  the  said  hoard  never  liad  a  lejral  (existence,  and  no 
otVence,  therefore,  had  or  could  he  aiven  to  the  State  hy  indivi<luals  who 
practise  physic  or  prescrihe  medicine,  in  any  way  that  may  suit  their  own 
convenience. 

Is  the  Neffro  svbjrct  to  Ifarr-llp  ? — This  may  seem  to  be  a  (juestion  of 
no  importance,  and  yet  we  feel  desirous  to  ascertain  the  truth  in  the  pre- 
mises. Of  the  ihousands  of  n(^<ri()es  we  have  seen  in  slave  and  free  States, 
not  one,  of  any  complexion,  iiad  hare-lip.  We  have  conversed  with  gen- 
tlemen who  have  resided  years  in  slave  States,  and  their  observation  coin- 
cides with  our  own.  Here  and  elsewhere,  tlie  deformity  forces  itself  upon  us, 
very  frequently,  but  is  exclusively  confined  to  the  whites.  Is  this  dis- 
parity in  the  races  £reneral  throuj^hout  the  United  States  ;  and  if  so,  is 
there  a  philosophical  reason  for  the  dilference '?  We  put  this  inquiry  to 
the  profession  at  large,  and  very  respectfully  solicit  their  attention  to  it. — 
IVcstern  Lancet. 

Medical  Miscellany. — A  new  quack  medicine  is  just  coming  into  the 
vulgar  market,  with  an  exceeding  hard  name,  viz.,  Dr.  Folger's  Olosoa' 
nian  !  No  sort  of  malady  can  stand  before  it,  according  to  the  testimo- 
nials. Some  have  been  cured  several  times  by  it. — A  Dr.  Patterson,  re- 
cently appointed  postmaster  of  Rome,  Geo.  has  been  arrested  for  theft. — 
Word  comes  that  cholera  is  again  raging  fatally  in  the  East  Indies.  It 
also  re-appeared  at  Sheffield,  England,  on  the  12th  of  May — after  an  ab- 
sence of  13  years. — Surgeon  J.  B.  Gould  is  ordered  to  the  Sloop  of  War 
Marion. — Surgeon  W.  A.  W.  Spotswood  and  Passed  Assistant  Surgeon 
C.  D.  Maxwell,  to  Sloop  of  War  Cyane.  Passed  Assistant  Surgeon  J. 
O'C.  Barclay,  to  the  Philadelphia  Navy  Yard  ;  Passed  Assistant  Surgeon  J. 
M.  Minor,  to  the  New  York  Naval  Hospital  ;  Assistant  Surgeon  S.  R 
Addison,  to  receiving  ship  at  Boston. — Assistant  Surgeon  C.  E.  Isaacs, 
U.  S.  A.,  ordered  on  Army  Medical  Board  for  examination  of  Cadets  at 
West  Point,  in  connection  with  Assistant  Surgeon  Henderson  and  Sur- 
geon  W^heaton. 

To  CoRKKspoNDKNT>. — .An  analysis  of  a  Report  on  the  use  of  large  doses  of 
quinine,  from  the  Siirtreon  General's  office  ;  Dr,  Leonard  on  the  use  of  san- 
truiiiaria;  Dr.  Browneii's  case  of  mortification  ;  and  a  review  of  a  New  York 
Valedictory  Address,  have  been  received. 

Markikm,— In  Boston,  Dr.  Abel  Ball  to  Miss  E.  Chdd.— At  Portsmouth,  N.  H.» 
Dr.  Horatio  N.  Glentworth,  of  the  Navy,  to  Miss  Caroline  Richards. — At  Bangor 
Mc.,  Dr.  C.  A.  Jordan  to  Mrs.S.  D.  Cargill.— In  Portlanfl,  Me.,  Lemuel  N.  Rugg, 
M.I).,  to  Miss  Margaret  Ann  Mason.  —  In  New  York,  Dr.  Charles  S.  Rowell  to 
Miss  E.  D.  Frazer — At  Pliiladelphia,  Charles  Kidder,  M.D.,  of  Providence, 
R.  I.,  to  Miss  J.  Harris.— Dr.  John  C.  Hutton  to  Miss  E.  Nutz. 

niKi>,— At  Peoria,  Illinois,  Dr.  Hurlburt,  a  native  of  (Charlotte,  Vt. 

Nuinher  ofdenthn  in  BoHion.f«>r  the  week  emliiii.'  June,  28,  .S8  — Mi«Ie>;,  24;  Femaleu,  H.    Stillborn,  7. 

Of  consumpiicii,  8  — accidentHJ,  i  -ncMilet  fever,  6— hooping  conph,  5— infliijiniiftiion  of  the  l>o\vel», 
2 — ncrofiilH,  1  — riieH>ie«,  I— cholera  rnorbiiw,  1 — debiliy,  1  — inlnntile,  1 — eryMlpelai*,  I  —  liver  coniplHini, 
1— teething,  1— l>phun  fever,  1— lung  fever,   1— drojisy  on  the  hriiin,  1— croup,  1 — bowel  coinplaiut,  i 
— drowneiJ,  4. 
Under  5  years,  11— between  5  and 20  yeuri,  11— between  20  and  CO  years,  10— over  60  years,  3. 


448  Medical  InttlUgenct, 

On  the  Frequent  Sponfaneuus  Cure  of  Pulmonary  Consumption,  and 
the  Indications  furnished  by  Pathology  for  its  Rational  Treatment. — 
Dr.  J.  Hughes  Bennett  states,  tliat  of  seventy-three  bodies  he  has  examin- 
ed since  last  November,  he  found  |)nckerint,'s  or  concretions  in  the  lungs 
in  twenty-eight.  They  were  combined  willi  induration  alone  in  twelve, 
with  cretaceous  or  calcareous  concrtitions  in  sixteen.  They  occurred  in 
the  right  lung  seven  times,  in  the  left  lung  twice,  and  in  both  lungs  nine- 
teen times.  He  thinks  that  these  observations,  conjoined  with  those  of 
Roger  and  Boudet,  serve  to  establish  that  the  spontaneous  cure  of  pulmo- 
nary tubercle  occurs  in  the  proportion  of  from  one-third  to  one-half  of  all 
the  individuals  who  die  after  the  age  of  40.  Dr.  Bennett  observes,  that 
as  empirical  means  for  accomplishing  a  cure  have  notoriously  failed,  per- 
haps a  study  of  the  method  in  which  nature  operates  may  be  more  suc- 
cessful. There  seems  no  reason  why  cavities  in  the  lungs  should  not  heal 
with  the  same  frequency  as  ulcerations  or  abscesses  in  other  internal  or- 
gans, if  the  further  deposition  of  tubercle  could  be  arrested.  This  is 
only  to  be  accomplished  by  overcoming  the  pathological  conditions  on 
which  the  deposition  of  tubercle  depends.  These  are — first,  a  morbid 
state  of  the  blood,  the  result  of  imperfect  nutrition  ;  secondly,  local 
infiammation,  by  means  of  which  an  unhealthy  exudation  is  poured  out 
that  assumes  the  form  of  tubercular  or  scrofulous  matter.  The  indica- 
tions for  treatment  are — 1st,  To  overcome  the  dyspepsia  and  acidity  in 
the  alimentary  canal  ;  2nd,  To  furnish  the  material  necessary  for  the 
formation  of  a  healthy  chyme  ;  and  3rd,  To  combat  the  local  inflamma- 
tion. The  dyspepsia  and  vomiting  are  often  to  be  alleviated  by  naphtha. 
He  attributes  the  good  effects  of  this  remedy  to  its  power  of  allaying  the 
irritability  of  the  stomach,  and  thus  enabling  the  patient  to  take  nourish- 
ment. In  following  the  second  indication,  he  now,  after  four  years'  em- 
ployment of  it  in  private,  as  well  as  in  dispensary  and  hospital  practice, 
strongly  recommends  cod-liver  oil  as  a  most  valuable  remedy. — Edinburgh 
Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 


On  the  Purijication  of  Honey.  By  M.  Veltng. — The  white  of  one 
egg  is  beaten  up  with  five  pounds  of  honey,  till  it  froths;  as  much  water 
is  then  added  as  is  sufficient  to  form  the  consistence  of  a  thinnish  honey; 
it  is  then  mixed,  and  boiled  until  the  albumen  can  be  removed  with  the 
froth;  it  is  then  poured  into  an  upright  vessel,  two  or  three  inches  above 
the  bottom  of  which  a  cock  is  inserted  ;  it  is  well  covered,  and  set  aside 
in  a  cellar  for  six  or  eight  weeks.  The  impurities,  which  otherwise  stop 
up  the  filter,  or  the  finer  portions  of  which  pass  through,  become  coagu- 
lated in  the  vessel,  and  collect  at  the  bottom  and  on  the  sides,  and  the 
honey  can  be  drawn  off  clear  by  the  cock. — Archiv.  dcr  Pharm. 


Adulteration  of  Saffron. — J.  Muller  recommends  concentrated  sul- 
phuric acid  as  the  most  certain  test  for  saffron,  for  it  immediately  turns 
the  color  of  pure  saffron  to  indigo  blue  (it  however  soon  changes  to  dark 
red  and  brown).  The  leaves  of  crocus  vernus,  which  form  the  most  fre- 
quent adulteration,  are  colored  of  a  dark  green  by  sulphuric  acid. — Ibid. 
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[Conrlndcd  from  page  439.] 

Mknt.vt.  inipiilso  is  tlio  term  1  have  assigned  to  Instinct,  in  its  classifica- 
tion as  a  subdivision  of  the  agency  of  the  principle  of  life.  This  term  is 
used,  because  all  the  actions  of  animals  that  can  be  attributed  to  this  prin- 
ciple, taken  in  its  widest  extent  as  the  guiding  impulse  of  those  movements 
performed  for  the  avoidance  of  danger  or  the  gratification  of  passions  or 
want^,  must  be  referrcnl  to  mind.  By  mind,  however,  is  not  meant  that 
complicated  thing  so  (L nominated  in  man,  nor  even  that  to  be  found  in 
the  liigher  classes  of  animals,  but  simple  mind  in  its  narrowest  extent,  as 
described  by  Blumenbach,  of  which  lie  considers  the  essential  attributes 
to  be  "  the  powers  of  consciousness,  perception  and  volition."  The 
great  characteristic  of  an  animal  is,  that  it  has  some  organ,  the  action  of 
which  is  obedient  to  volition,  and  usually  performed  in  consequence  of  it. 
Now  volition  cannot  be  conceived  of  as  acting  to  supply  a  want,  save 
from  a  consciousness  of  that  want  and  a  perception  of  the  appropriate 
material  or  means  of  gratifying  it. 

John  Hunter  thought  that  a  stomach  for  the  reception  and  digestion  of 
food  was  a  characteristic,  or  even  the  characteristic,  of  animals.  If  an 
animal  were  nothing  but  a  stomach,  still  it  would  seem  that  it  must  pos- 
sess the  above-mentioned  attributes  of  mind  ;  for  a  stomach  implies  ihe 
consciousness  or  sensation  of  hunger,  denoting  the  want  of  food.  The 
admis=;ion  of  it  into  the  cavity  of  the  stomach  implies  volition,  and  most 
probably  also  a  perception  of  what  is  proper  to  be  so  admitted,  and  the 
closing  of  the  orifice  is  also  an  expression  of  the  sensation  of  hunger  be- 
ing satisfied,  that  is,  it  is  an  expression  of  consciousness.  Animals  not 
far  remote  from  such  a  structure  as  this,  are  to  be  found  in  some  of  the 
kinds  of  polypi  and  hydatids.  Some  of  these  have  also  the  faculty  of 
locomotion,  which  is  a  still  more  decided  evidence  of  volition.  Thev 
exhibit,  however,  no  organs  of  sense  like  those  of  the  higlu^  classes  of 
animals,  and  till  \\'ithin  a  very  few  years  no  observer  had  found  it  possi- 
ble; to  discover  in  them  any  traces  of  the  rudiments  of  a  brain,  or  indeed 
of  nerves,  muscles  or  any  definite  structure  whatever.  Hence  it  was 
doubted  by  some  whether  they  should  in  reality  be  considered  as  possess- 
ing any  of  the  attributes  of  niind,  since  the  brain  and  nerves  are  sup- 
posed to  be  the  appropriate  organs  of  mind,  and  it  is  difficult  to  conceive 
of  the  performance  of  any  function  without  the  appropriate  organs  of  it. 
By  such  pei-sons  the  actions  of  these  animals  were  considered  merely  as 
2'3 
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mttc-liaiiical,  like  tlie  effects  of  stimuli  or  particular  excitements  upon  the 
organs  ot"  vei;elables  ;  such  as  the  closini^  of  the  leaves  of  some  plants 
upon  the  approach  of  nit^lit,  the  action  of  the  flower  of  the  Dioiujea 
inuscipula,  or  Venus's  fly-catch,  whence  it  derives  its  name.  Modern 
researches  have,  however,  in  many  tribes  of  these  lower  animals  and  ani- 
malcules, succeeded  in  tracini^  nerves  and  muscles,  and  even  vestiges  of 
a  circulatory  system  ;  and  though  in  many  others  these  discoveries  have 
not  as  yet  been  made,  yet  it  seems  not  unfair  to  reason  from  what  has 
been  discovered  to  what  may  be.  An  animal  which  displays  active  mo- 
tions without  any  appearance  of  muscles  or  conlraclilc  fibres,  may,  for 
aught  that  appears  to  the  contrary,  be  equally  well  able  to  exercise  voli- 
tion over  those  actions  and  to  experience  sensations  prom])ting  that  voli- 
tion, without  any  appearance  of  nerves  or  brain.  The  most  legitimate 
conclusion  from  such  facts  seems  to  be,  not  that  such  structures  do  not 
exist  in  the  animals,  but  that  their  organization  is  different  from  that  ex- 
hibited in  other  classes,  and  so  constituted  that  they  have  not  yet  been 
recognized  by  the  prying  eyes  of  man. 

Although  many  of  the  actions  of  the  zoophytes,  &:c.,  might  plausibly 
be  ascribed  to  a  mere  living  impulse,  like  that  by  which  parts  under  the 
control  of  organic  impulse  perform  their  functions,  upon  tlie  presentation 
of  the  proper  incitements,  yet  some  of  them  cannot  be  of  this  character. 
Tromby  says  that  the  Hydra  perceives  its  prey  at  a  distance  in  the  water, 
and  by  means  of  its  tentacula  gives  a  motion  to  the  water  which  will 
bring  it  within  their  reach.  It  also  swallows  insects  so  large,  that  both  the 
mouth  and  the  stomach  must  be  greatly  dilated  to  receive  and  retain 
them.  It  would  seem  that  these  actions  must  be  the  result  of  sensation 
and  voluntary  effort,  as  well  as  some  others  that  might  be  mentioned. 

In  all  those  animals  in  which  a  brain  or  something  appearing  as  a  sub- 
stitute, and  a  system  oC.jierves,  can  be  found,  there  seems  to  be  no  difficulty 
in  attributing  the  actions  of  indiv^iduals  to  the  influence  of  mind  ;  and  all 
the  actions  resulting  from  volition,  when  the  volition  is  not  the  result  of 
reasoning,  habit,  discipline,  or  imitation,  but  proceeding  from  some  inter- 
nal impulse,  are  to  be  considered  as  instinctive,  and  to  this  impulse  itself 
has  been  appropriated  the  term  instinct.  Of  the  origin  of  this  impulse, 
or  the  manner  of  its  production,  no  more  is  known  than  of  the  origin  of 
the  impulse  of  formation.  It  is  found  only  in  living  beings,  and  may 
therefore  be  justly  attributed  to  the  principle  of  life,  as  one  of  the  modes 
in  which  that  great  principle  manifests  its  action,  as  a  modification  of  the 
vital  impulse  ;  and  being  also  found  only  in  beings  possessing  mind 
through  w^iich  its  agency  is  exerted,  it  may  appropriately  be  called  the 
mental  impulse.  Its  general  end  is  the  same  as  that  of  the  organic  im- 
pulse, the  nourishment,  preservation  and  reproduction  of  the  beings  in 
whom  it  is  found.  It  differs  from  the  organic  impulse  in  acting  upon  an 
individual  as  a  whole,  instead  of  acting  upon  one  or  another  of  the  differ- 
ent systems  of  organs  of  which  the  individual  is  composed.  It  is  also 
subservient  to  the  organic  impulse,  ministering  to  it,  in  animals,  the  means 
by  which,  or  the  materials  upon  which,  the  various  organs  may  act  for 
the  common  good.     Without  this  ministry  the  powers  of  the  organic  im- 
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piilso  would  1)0  of  no  aviiil  lor  the  rulliliiicnl  o|  ilir'n  <  nd  :  m)  lliat.  lli()u<jli 
llic  one  kiiHJ  of  impulse;  is  subsiM'vicnl  to  llu'  oilier,  \ ci  ilii^y  an-  o(  <'4[ual 
iiuportancc  iu  llu).s(^  l)i'iuL!;s  in  which  hodi  ar(*  louud. 

It  isonlv  iu  auiuials  JiviuL,^  iu  what  is  (;all(Ml  a  slate.'  ol  naluic,  dial  th*- 
e'Xti'Ut  ol  tlic  power  of  instinct  can  he  fully  observed  and  appreciated. 
In  those  that  have  hiuMi  donieslicaled,  habit  and  discipline  induce  utanv 
actions  not  lo  b('  ohser\cd  in  many  animals  not  under  the  protection  ot 
man,  and  ihis  very  ))rotectiou,  by  superseding^  in  many  instances  the  iK.'ces- 
sity  for  the  exercise  of  instinct,  renders  ihe  display  of  it  in  these  instances 
much  I(»ss  conspicuous  or  even  almost  impereeptibh;.  In  one  of  the  defi- 
nitions given  in  the  l)eginning  of  this  essay,  it  was  stated,  as  a  (juality  of 
the  actions  prompted  by  instinct,  that  they  were  done  "  without  delibe- 
ration, and  without  having  any  end  in  view,"  though  precisely  adapted 
to  procure  some  important  ('m\.  In  the  other  definitions  given,  this  limita- 
tion is  not  to  be  found,  and  all  the  actions  of  brutes,  l)y  which  they  sec^k 
their  own  good,  and  avoid  what  is  hurtful,  are  referred  to  instinct,  which 
thus,  independently  of  habit  or  discipline,  is  made  the  sole  spring  of  all 
their  actions,  the  sole  power  of  determining  their  volition.  With  the 
limitation  above  assigned,  this  is  not  the  case,  but  room  is  afforded  for 
the  other  mental  powers  to  act  upon  the  volition,  room  for  the  exercise  of 
judgment,  comparison,  memory,  &ic.,  with  a  given  end  lo  be  attained  bv 
etibrt,  lo  point  out  the  eftbrt  necessary  for  this  attainment,  and  to  incite 
to  the  volition  of  it.  In  short,  this  limited  definition  implies  that  brutes 
are  capable  of  performing  actions  for  the  attainment  of  a  given  end,  of 
adapting  their  actions  to  this,  consequently  of  thinking  and  judging,  and 
therefore  that  they  are  in  some  degree  possessed  of  reason.  Many  late 
writers  have  granted  this  faculty  to  brutes  in  a  limited  degree,  and  it  is 
certain  that  many  actions  are  performed  by  them,  which,  if  performed 
by  man,  would  without  hesitation  be  ascribed  to  the  agency  of  reason. 

As  an  illustration  of  this,  may  be  cited  an  Incident  related  by  Dr.  Good 
among  his  instances  of  instinct.  '•'  When  a  wasp,  in  attempting  to  trans- 
})ort  a  dead  companion  from  the  nest,  finds  the  load  too  heavy,  he  cuts 
off  the  head,  and  carries  it  out  in  two  portions."  In  the  actions  heie  de- 
scribed, there  seems  to  be  a  mixture  of  two  different  operating  principles. 
The  impulse  which  induces  the  wasp  to  carry  out  the  dead  body  is  in- 
stinct, tnaking  him  intuitively  know  that  it  ought  not  lo  remain,  that  it  is  to 
be  considered  as  a  noxious  matter,  and  therefore  to  be  removed,  thou:;h 
the  end,  the  preservation  of  the  healthiness  of  the  nest,  is  not  probablv 
had  in  view.  Upon  this  impulse,  follows  the  attempt  to  remove  it.  This 
attempt  results  in  the  consciousness  of  want  of  power  to  do  it  :  then 
judgment  and  invention  seem  to  come  into  play,  and  make  the  insect 
understand  that  a  part  may  be  carried  more  easily  than  the  whole,  and 
prompt  to  the  division  of  the  burthen  in  the  point  where  it  is  most  easily 
effected.  Should  a  man  divide  a  load,  which  he  found  too  heavy  for  his 
strength,  and  carry  a  part  at  a  time,  it  would  undoubtedly  be  considered  a 
manifestation  of  reason. 

Again,  some  author   relates  having  seen  a    wasp  attempt    to  fly  away 
>yHh  the  body  .of  a  large  fly.     A  slight  breeze   was  blowing  at  the  time, 
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and  acting  upon  the  sprt»adin^  \vinii;s  of  the  Hy  impeded  the  fliuht  of  llio 
\va»p,  iiud  even  turned  it  and  its  huiden  over  in  llic  air.  After  several 
attempts  to  keep  its  hahmc^e,  the  insect  settled  upon  a  gravel  walk,  and 
cut  oii'the  troublesome  wings,  and  then  Hew  away  with  the  body.  Here 
it  seems  impossible  biu  that  the  wasp  should  have  perceived  what  was  the 
occasion  of"  the  diftiniliy  exj)erienced  at  first,  and  what  would  be  the  appro- 
priate remedy.  Thi>,  too,  in  a  man  would  be  ascribed  to  reason,  and  there 
seems  no  proj)riety  in  ascribing  it  to  any  other  principle  in  the  insect,  un- 
less, for  the  sake  of  some  technical  distinction,  it  should  he  deemed  proper 
to  class  the  whole  uiental  facuhies  of  brutes  under  the  name  of  instinct, 
and  reserve  for  the  mental  faculties  of  man  the  proud  sounding  title  of 
reason. 

Such  a  chvssification  was  originally  the  prevailing  one,  and  its  charac- 
ter is  exhibited  in  those  definitions  of  instinct,  which,  without  any  limita- 
tion, define  it  as  the  guiding  power  of  the  brute  creation.  When,  how- 
ever, more  accurate  examination  of  the  habits  and  actions  of  various 
races  of  animals,  and  more  extended  acquaiiuance  with  them,  showed, 
that  intelli'i^ence  and  thought  were  often  unecjuivocally  marked  in  some  of 
them,  the  restriction  already  noticed  was  imposed  upon  the  definition  by 
a  part  of  the  observers,  while  others,  still  ])refernng  to  retain  the  old  term 
in  the  full  extent  of  its  application,  sought  to  obtain  the  same  end  by  a 
division  of  instinct  into  two  kinds,  which  they  termed  blind  instinct  and 
enlightened  instinct,  according  as  an  action  was  done  without  an  end  in 
view  or  with  one.  Some,  however,  still  persisted  in  assigning  to  brutes  only 
the  former,  while  they  endowed  man  with  the  latter,  making  it  synonymous 
with  reason.  This  is  but  another  instance  of  the  confusion  which  has 
been  made  in  the  use  of  the  term,  and  it  does  not  seem  wonderful,  that, 
with  such  things  before  him,  M.  Dnpont  De  Nemours  should  have  pro- 
posed to  the  French  Institute  to  drop  the  term  altogedier,  as  the  only 
way  of  settling  disputes  and  contradictions.  This  cutting  of  the  knot, 
however,  seems  hardly  necessary,  as  with  a  litde  patience  it  seems  not 
impossible  to  untie  it. 

Those  acquainted  with  the  habits  of  brutes  will  find  no  difficulty  in 
admitting  that  many  of  them  are  capable  of  both  classes  of  action,  those 
done  without  an  end  in  view  and  those  that  are  done  with  one.  To  the 
former  of  these  classes  it  is  that  the  term  instinct  properly  belongs,  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  derivation  of  the  w^ord.  The  limited  definition,  there- 
fore, seems  to  be  the  most  correct,  and  should  be  retained.  What  re- 
mains is  to  dispose  properly  of  the  actions  of  the  other  class — to  de- 
termine whether  they  shall  be  ranked  with  the  actions  of  man,  as  spring- 
ing from  the  exercise  of  reason,  or  whether  there  is  any  difference  be- 
tween the  reason  exercised  by  brutes  and  that  of  man,  that  may  render  a 
distinct  classification  proper. 

There  seems  to  be  some  reason  to  suppose  that  there  is  such  a  differ- 
ence, though  the  limits  within  which  the  present  essay  must  be  confined, 
will  not  admit  of  anything  like  a  full  discussion  of  the  subject,  and  the 
remarks  that  can  be  made  must  be  rather  indications  of  the  general 
course  of  reasoning  and  its  results,  than  anything  more  thorough. 
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ll  will  i^(Mi('r;illy  ln'  loimd,  .scttinL:;  iisidc  ;!uiiii;ils  intimat'^ly  nssociiilcd 
with  inaiK  mid  tlu'rclon^  comini!;  under  the  iiilln^nci'  of  [>nnrij)l«s  in  some 
doirreo  loniiun  '<>  tins  (lurstion,  lliiil  tin*  (Mid>  !i;id  in  view  in  the  actions:  of 
aniniaU,  when  lliey  (»xorcis(^  this  socniint:;  powiT  of  reason,  firo  those  same 
ends,  the  attainment  of  which  is  the  ohject  of  instinct,  namely,  the  pre- 
servation of  the  individual  or  of  llu*  species,  or  more  ^(;neraily  th(;  real  ur 
app;uenl  physical  (rond  oi  the  individual  in  th(3  gratification  of  sohkj  ani- 
mal appetit(\  It  will  also  he  I'ound  that  whihi  insliiict  points  to  this 
gcnioral  end  as  one  desirahh^  yet  that  the  ordinary  natural  powers  of  ti>e 
animal  are  not  ablo  to  accomplish  the  attainment  of  it  easily,  or  al  all, 
without  some  action  indirect  itself  as  to  the  end,  hut  facilitating  its  at- 
tainment. Actions  of  this  kind  vary  accordini,^  to  circumstances,  and  llic 
employment  and  adaptation  of  tlu^m  accordingly  seems  to  be  the  proof 
of  the  reasoning  nature  of  the  faculty,  since  these  afford  evidence  of  ob- 
servation and  of  connection  of  ideas,  together  with  a  practical  applica- 
tion of  the  results. 

These  actions  may  usually  be  classed  under  the  head  of  expedients, 
that  is,  contrivances  adapted  for  the  particular  time  and  occasion,  and 
growing  out  of  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  and  not  arising  from  any 
adoption  of  metliodical  proceeding,  or  implying  any  generalization 
of  ideas,  or  the  deduction  of  rules  from  particular  facts  previously  ob- 
served. Another  thing  that  may  be  considered  as  characteristic  is,  that 
when  in  these  circumstances  animals  employ  for  the  accomplisliment  of 
their  purposes  material  substances  as  helps,  other  than  those  to  which 
they  are  directed  by  particular  instinct,  they  make  use  of  those  supplied  by 
chance,  with  merely  a  selection  of  such  as  are  fit  for  the  purpose  in  some 
tolerable  degree,  with  little  or  no  alteration.  They  appear  to  evince  no 
foresight  but  that  of  instinct,  they  do  not  provide  materials  for  future 
contingencies,  but  merely  for  their  regular  natural  wants,  and  they  do 
not  fashion  implements  for  any  present  purpose  or  for  any  general  use, 
or  preserve  for  use  on  a  future  occasion  such  things  as  have  answered 
their  purpose  once. 

In  such  animals  as  are  gregarious,  and  in  those  which  live  together  in 
communities,  more  of  this  reasoning  may  possibly  be  found  than  in  otliers, 
since  among  such  there  seems  to  be  somethino  like  policy — some  princi- 
ple of  action  for  the  common  good,  union,  order,  and  the  submission  of 
one  to  another  in  certain  cases,  and  something  like  a  distribution  of  jus- 
tice, so  far  at  least  as  in  yielding  precedence  and  distinction  to  greater 
ability,  and  the  infliction  of  punishment  upon  offenders.  Such  things,  at 
least,  have  been  inferred  by  those  who  have  made  observations  upon  such 
animals. 

In  these  instances,  however,  the  leading  guide  is  still  instinct,  and  the 
exertions  of  reason  are  still  subservient  to  it,  as  in  the  other  case,  instinct 
here  points  not  only  to  the  good  of  an  individual,  but  to  that  good  as  in- 
volved in  the  i^ood  of  the  number,  or  ol  the  communitv.  and  hence  renders 
this  latter  good  an  oViject  to  be  obtained  by  such  exertions  of  contrivance, 
or  such  use  of  ex|)edients,  as  can  assi'^t,  when  the  simple  actions  resulting 
from  instinct  may  prove  insufficient  or  not  exactly  suitable. 
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So,  too,  with  aiiiinals  constantly  living  in  a  state  of  dotnestication,  and 
appari'nlly  from  their  great  and  general  use  and  easy  njulti[)lication  in- 
tendetl  so  to  live.  TIt.'ir  peculiaiilies  of  instinct  an',  probably  sucli  as 
are  suited  to  their  cominerce  with  man,  and  fitting  theni  tor  usefulness  to 
Inui,  and  to  such  insuncts,  as  guides,  may  he  referred  many  or  most  of  the 
instances  of  apparently  reasoning  power  that  such  animals  exhibit,  indi- 
vitluals  of  them  in  a  remark'af)le  dt*gree. 

In  short,  the  term  sagacity,  generally  applied  to  tliis  excellence  in  ani- 
inalS)  seems  to  be  extremely  well  adapted  to  denote  their  kind  of  reason- 
ing faculty,  comprehending  quickuf^ss  of  perception  as  to  the  relation  of 
things,  such  as  cause  and  effect,  Sec,  and  exptntness  in  adapting  means 
to  an  end,  or  making  use,  on  any  emergency,  of  such  contrivances  as  may 
suitably  promote  the  acquisition  of  an  object.  Sagacity  seems  to  be  pro- 
perly the  wisdom  of  brutes.  Thc^y  do  not  appear  to  possess  reason  in 
its  proper  and  full  meaning,  but  tliey  have  many  of  them  much  sagacity. 
This  in  its  nature  appertains  to  reason,  or  appioaches  it,  so  that  it  may 
be  considered  rational,  aiul  as  employed  by  brutes,  for  the  most  part  in 
subservience  to  instinct,  may  be  well  enough  called  enUghtemd  instinct. 
If  instinct  be  considered,  as  pi-oposed,  as  one  of  the  divisions  of  inq)ulse. 
under  the  title  of  mental  impulse,  this  sagacity  or  reasoning  power  of 
brutes,  acting  as  it  does  in  connection  with  it,  may  with  great  propriety 
be  called  rational  impulse. 

Reason  dilFers  from  this  in  not  being  principally  subservient  to  instinct, 
though  to  a  great  degree  supplying  its  place  in  administering  to  the  wants 
of  'the  body.  It  is  capable  of  generalization,  of  abstraction,  of  foreseeing 
the  future  from  the  experience  of  the  past,  and  making  provision  for  it. 
Its  action  is  not  confined  to  providing  for  and  satisfying  physical  necessi- 
ti<3S  ;  it  lias  also  to  provide  for  the  wants  of  the  mind,  for  the  gratification 
of  tastes  and  longings  after  knowledge.  It  is  employed  not  only  with 
the  thin  ITS  about  an  individual  or  the  little  communitv  in  which  he  lives, 
but  with  all  places  and  all  communities  of  man,  with  all  things  in  the 
earth  and  in  the  heavens  that  surround  it,  with  not  only  all  the  relations 
of  man  to  the  scenes  and  comj)anions  of  his  existence,  but  with  his  and 
their  relations  to  the  Being  by  whom  all  were  created,  with  the  relations 
of  eternity  as  well  as  those  of  time.  In  its  exertions  for  the  attainment 
of  objects,  which  with  brutes  are  gained  by  obedience  to  the  promptings 
of  instinct  or  sagacity,  the  operations  of  reason  are  manifestly  distinct 
from  those  of  the  rational  impulse.  A  squirrel,  to  cross  a  river,  does  no 
more  than  get  upon  a  chip  and  erect  his  tail  to  the  wind.  A  man  hollows 
out  a  canoe  or  builds  a  skifF,  forms  oars  or  paddles,  or  a  mast  and  sail. 
He  makes  them  not  only  so  that  they  shall  answer  the  present  purpose^ 
but  the  same  purposes  for  the  future,  and  that  too  in  the  best  way — with 
the  greatest  comfort,  security  and  speed.  He  moreover  spends  time  and 
labor  in  ornamenting  his  invention.  Even  the  savage  will  carve  and 
paint  his  canoe  and  its  paddles.  In  short,  in  the  operations  of  reason 
for  such  purposes,  there  is  a  constant  endeavor  for  improvement,  for  the 
attainment  of  some  real  or  fancied  excellence. 

Mankind  have  instinct,  but  less   perfectly  than  brutes ;  they  have  also, 
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saf^acilN ,  hut  in  a  uroali-r  (K-i-rcc  and  of  a  lii'^licr  Kind  ;  and  finally,  nos- 
•sessiiii:;  pnrc  reason,  which  hriitcs  haxc  nol,  and  ihns  phici-d  indnilely 
ahovo  ihcin  and  at  the  head  of  all  earthly  creation. 

Thns,  in  recapimlation,  tiie  motive  forces  of  oi«;aniy,<'d  hodies  may  all 
be  comprehended  in  three  classes: — organic  impulse,  w  hieh  direcls  llu; 
Ibrmaliim,  ^rowlii,  preservation  and  reparation  of  sucdi  hodies,  inde- 
pendently of  consciousness  or  volition  ;  mental  impulse.',  or  instinct, 
under  two  forms,  viz.,  simple  mental  impulse,  or  simple  and  cn- 
lighten(Hi  instinct  or  sagacity;  and,  lastly,  reason.  If  th(^  substantial 
correctness  of  these  views,  derived  mostly  I'roni  )K)rtions  of  difTer- 
cnt  writers  on  the  subject,  be  admitted,  a  diflicult  matter,  much  entan- 
gled by  the  looseness  and  discrepancies  of  thos(}  who  have  treated  it,  will 
be  presented  in  a  more  clear  and  definite  shape,  and  one  probably  admit- 
ting of  correction  in  the  relative  adjustment  of  its  parts,  and  th(;  doctrines 
contained  under  its  dillerent  heads,  \\  ithout  a  renewal  of  the  confusion 
in  which  the  subject  has  long  been  plunged,  and  which  Dr.  Good's  at- 
tempt to  enlighten  seemed  in  a  fairway  to  darken  still  more.  His  defi- 
nition has  already  found  its  way  into  at  least  two  dictionaries  of  repute, 
and  varying  so. much  as  it  does  from  the  before  established  use  of  the  word, 
cannot  but  render  the  meaning  of  former  writers,  using  the  term,  very 
obscure  to  those  by  w  horn  these  dictionaries  may  be  used.  Hence  it  has 
seemed  important  to  invite  attention  to  the  subject,  that  if  he  be  in  error, 
it  may  be  corrected  before  it  shall  have  spread  too  far  to  render  correc- 
tion efficient.  In  the  very  work  in  which  Dr.  Good  ])romulgated  bis 
own  new  view,  he  in  many  places  is  evidently  influenced  in  his  use  of 
the  term  by  older  notions,  and  several  passages  are  thus  rendered  obscure 
and  contradictory.  Still  it  would  appear,  from  a  careful  exaniination  of 
what  he  has  said  throutrhout  his  work,  that  his  real  understanding  of  the 
subject  was  not  far  different  from  the  view  gij/en  In  this  essay,  though  his 
flotions  w^ere  imperfectly  developed,  and  still  more  imperfectly  expressed. 


LARGE  DOSES  OF   QUININE. 

Annhj<is,  of  an  Official  Report  to  the  Surgeon  General  U.  S.  Army,  on 
the  Use  of  Large  Doses  of  Quinine  in  Diseases  of  the  South,  by  R. 
S.  Satterlce,  M.D.,  Surgeon  U.  S.  Army. 

(Communicated   for   the  Boston  Medical  and   Snrgic-al   Journal.] 

Dr.  Satterlee's  experience  in  the  treatment  of  the  various  forms  of  dis- 
ease incident  to  the  southern  sections  of  the  United  States,  w  as  chiefly 
acquired  during  the  prevalence  of  Indian  hostilities  in  the  Cherokee  na- 
tion and  Territory  of  Florida,  from  1837  to  1842.  During  the  greater 
portion  of  this  time  lie  was  on  duty  with  U.  S.  troops  either  in  the  field, 
or  at  the  military  posts  temporarily  constructed  in  the  Indian  country. 
Here  the  different  varieties  of  malarial  disease  were  both  frequent  and 
severe  ;  chiefly  intermittent,  remittent  and  congestive  fevers,  diarrhoea,  and 
chronic  dysentery. 

At  the  commencement  of  bis  southern  service,  Dr.  S.  employed   the 
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quinine  in  the  ordinary  small  doses  (^r.  j. — \-J  ;  Ijui  alier  an  extensive 
irial  of  the  remedy,  in  which  the  comparative  effects  ol  the  lar^e  doses 
(gi-.  X. — x\x.)  were  fairly  tested,  he  hecame  convinced  that,  in  cases  ol 
fever  of  ordinary  severity,  the  medicine  exerted  a  much  liappier  etlict 
when  ^iven  in  a  single  dose  of  sixteen  iijrains — in  inlermiltents  about  six 
hours  before  the  expected  chill,  and  in  remittents  at  the  close  of  a  parox- 
ysm, and  repeated  when  necessarv.  A  single  dose  of  sixteen  ffrains,  ad- 
ministered a  sutlicient  leni^ah  of  time  helbre  the  expected  paroxysm,  he 
has  rarely  known  to  fail  in  arrestin*^  the  disease  when  not  unusually  se- 
vere. When,  however,  a  less  time  than  six  hours  was  allowed  for  the 
quinine  to  atli^ct  the  system,  it  frequently  failed  in  prevt.'nting  the  first  pa- 
roxysm after  its  exhibition,  but  almost  in  every  instance  the  second  pa- 
roxysm was  prevented,  even  without  a  repetition  of  the  dose.  The  same 
quantity  of  the  medicine  given  in  divided  doses,  in  the  usual  manner,  could 
not  be  depended  upon  to  arrest  the  disease  in  an  ecjual  space  of  time  in 
the  majority  of  cases  in  which  it  was  tried. 

Administered  in  this  maimer,  the  quinine  was  frecjuently  combined 
with  the  preparations  of  opium,  or  mercury,  wIk'u  tlie  use  of  these 
remedies  was  indicated  ;  and  in  cases  of  fever  comj)lieated  with  diarrhoea 
or  dysentery  it  w^as  given  without  regard  to  their  presence,  and  was  never 
followed  by  injurious  effects.  In  the  majority  of  cases  the  employment 
of  quinine  was  precederl  by  evacuants,  as  n^quired,  but  the  existence 
of  local  indammation  was  not  always  considered  an  obstacle  to  its  use. 

In  congestiv^e  fever  quinine  was  administered  in  much  larger  doses, 
and  with  decided  benefit.  In  two  cases  of  this  disease  at  Palatka,  East 
Florida,  in  the  summer  of  1841,  attended  by  cold  extremities,  clammy 
skin,  low  deliriuu),  and  petechije,  at  the  instance  of  Surgeon  B.  F.  Harney, 
at  that  time  Medical  Director  of  the  Army  of  Florida,  thirty  grains  of  qui- 
nine, combined  with  ten  grains  of  calomel  and  two  grains  of  opium,  were 
given  at  one  dose,  and  repeated  every  four  hours  until  two  hundred  and 
seventy  grains  of  quinine  had  been  taken  ;  iced  mint  julep  w  as  freely  given 
at  the  same  time,  and  large  sinapisms  applied  (^xternally.  In  less  than 
twenty-four  hours  reactioa  took  place  in  both  cases,  and  terminated  in 
speedy  and  uninterrupted  convalescence.  The  only  effect  of  the  calo- 
mel was  to  produce  free  bilious  evacuations,  and  no  ptyalism   followed. 

Numerous  other  cases  of  a  similar  character  were  treated  in  the  same 
decided  manner,  with  an  equally  favorable  i-esult  ;  as  soon  as  the  quinine 
produced  its  impression  the  skin  and  extreiuities  became  w-arm — the  pulse, 
from  extreme  and  laborious  depression,  rose  to  a  natural  standard,  the  de- 
lirium disappeared,  and  quiet  and  composed  sleep  followed. 

Dr.  Satterlee  states  distinctly  that  although  he  has  used  quinine  in  large 
doses  freely  and  extensively,  he  has  never  in  a  sinii;le  instance  witnessed 
any  permanently  injurious  effects  from  its  use.  Given  in  this  manner  it 
sometimes  produced  temporary  pain  and  giddiness  in  the  head,  and 
ringing  in  the  ears,  but  never  in  a  m't^ater  dei^ree  than  when  administered 
in  the  usual  doses. 

Far  from  inducing  disease  of  the  liver  or  intestinal  canal.  Dr.  S.  con- 
siders that  the  free  use  of  quinine  exercised  a  decidedly  salutary  influence 
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over  tliose  disoascs.  Coiisiaiit  exposing  to  llic;  most  intonse  miliaria! 
"uiHuiMi(;i\  ami  to  repeated  attacks  of  miasmallt^  fevers  of  every  type  and 
<'haraeter,  wen^  amply  sudicieiit  to  aecoimt  for  all  the  disc^ase  of  tliis 
lonii  w  liicli  pr(n"ailed  amongst  the  troops  in  I^'loiida. 

In  all  the  pDsl-inorfrm  examinations  which  followed  disease  of  tlje 
bowels,  extensive  inllammatioii  and  tdeeiation  of  the  colon  and  n.'ctuni 
were  observed,  and  rarely  any  alteration  of  structure  in  the  small  intes- 
tines, in  the  liver,  or  spleen. 

Surgeon  Ccncral's  Ol/u'c,  June,  1S45. 


ON  Tin:  u.si:  of  sanciIUINaiua. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Mcclic.il  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  always  employed  the  san<4uinaria  in  the  treatment  of 
various  disorders,  and  jxulicularly  durin:^  the  last  year;  and  I  am  satis- 
tied  its  virtues  are  too  much  uiid(;iTaled  by  a  majority  of  the  profession. 
I  have  taken  this  opportunity  to  make  some  remarks  upon  it  as  a  thera- 
peutic agent,  hoping  to  call  the  attention  of  at  least  a  few^  to  the  subject; 
beinir  confident  that  experience  will  greatly  enhance  its  value  in  the  opin- 
ions of  those  who  make  extensive  use  of  it  as  a  medicine. 

Blood-root  may  be  regarded  as  an  acrid  narcotic  ;  possessing  the 
([ualities  of  an  emetic,  expectorant,  contra-stimulant,  diaphoretic,  deob- 
struent,  and  emmenagoizue. 

First.  I  suppose  its  narcotic  operation  is  produced  by  over-stimulating 
the  heart's  action,  or  rather  by  increasing  it  so  much,  that  debility  results 
from  great  acceleration  of  the  circulation,  and  that  this  debility  throws 
the  system  into  a  lethargic  state  very  much  resembling  narcosis,  it  also 
excites  the  brain  and  quickens  the  senses  ;  but  not  so  forcibly  as  opium, 
while  it  increases  the  frequency  and  fulness  of  the  pulse  far  more  sensibly 
than  opium,  and  for  this  reason  cannot  be  resorted  to  as  a  soporific  with 
any  ilegree  of  safety  in  acute  diseases.  As  an  anodyne,  ^;er  se,  it  is  not 
worthy  of  trial,  but  its  sedative  operation  uj)on  the  heart  is  very  certain, 
as  I  shall  attempt  to  show  hereafter. 

Secondly.  Blood-root  is  too  acrid  a  substance  to  be  administered  in- 
discriminately as  an  emetic  ;  but  in  croup,  catarrh,  pneumonia,  phthisis 
pulmonalis,  jaundice,  and  other  disorders,  I  have  often  resorted  to  it  for 
this  purpose  w^th  much  advantage  to  my  patients.  I  frequently  combine  it 
with  pulv.  ipecac,  and  the  combination  is  a  j^rompt  and  exceedingly  easy 
emetic  for  old  or  young  persons.  In  bronchial  affections  its  acrimony 
renders  it  powerful  in  removing  the  phlegm  which  is  very  tenacious,  and 
which  it  is  the  chi(;f  object  to  remove.  During  the  incipient  stages  of 
croup  the  medicine  is  invaluable.  I  generally  (in  croup)  combine  it  with 
antimony.  R.  Pulv.  sang.  Can.,  gr.  x. ;  ant.  tart.,  gr.  iij. ;  aqu.  bul., 
f  I  iij.  M.  Give  a  tablespoonful  every  ten  minutes  till  it  induces  emesis. 
In  tile  same  complaint,  if  the  patient  is  feeble,  or  very  young,  1  givo 
blood-root  in  conjunction  with  ipecacuanha.    R.  Pulv.  sang.  Can.,  gr.  x.  \ 
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pulv.  ipecac,  gr.  xv.  ;  aqii.  bul.,  !'§  ij.  M.     Give  a   tlilid  part  every  fif- 
teeri  riiiiiutes  till  vomiting  is  produced. 

Tlurdhj.  Sanguinaria  is  expectorant,  and  its  use  is  not  to  be  confined 
to  chronic  maladies,  for  its  contra-slimulatiiii;  cjualities  are  indicated  at  the 
commencement  of  a  y)neumonia.  In  nauseant  doses,  even  here,  it  is 
safe;  but  in  smaller  iiuantities  it  is  a  stimulant  and  would  do  liurt.  In 
all  cases  the  dose  must  be  suited  to  the  stao-e  of  the  disorder.  The 
iwo  opposite  states  of  the  system,  the  sthenic  and  (isthenic,  must  be  kept 
in  view  ;  if  the  patient  is  in  the  first  state,  after  bloodletting,  he.  give 
large  doses,  but  in  the  otlier  case  give  the  blood-root  in  small  quantities  ; 
in  this  way  we  make  the  medicine  a  contra-stimnkmt  or  a  stimulant  ad 
libitum.  Whoever  will  make  trial  of  this,  will  satisfy  himself  that  what 
has  been  stated  is  not  all  theory  ;  that  my  assertions  rest  on  i\\cls,  facts 
that  cannot  be  controverted. 

Fourthly.  The  contra-stimulant  properties  of  sanguinaria  are  very 
prominent  when  given  for  a  suMicient  length  of  time  in  proper  doses.  1 
have  used  digitalis,  but  never  found    it  to   sensibly  alter  the  pulse  except 

in    two   instances.      Dr. informed   me   that  during  twelve  years' 

practice  he  met  with  but  one  such  case,  while  lu^  met  with  many  where 
the  foxglove  had  induced  great  debility,  leaving  the  pulse  very  quick  and 
irritable.  Digitalis  is  a  good  diuretic,  but  an  untrusty  and  unsafe  contra- 
stimulant.  Its  accumulative  quality  renders  it  objectionable,  even  if  we 
could  rely  upon  it  as  a  controller  of  the  circulation.  Blood-root,  on  the 
other  hanfl,  is  safe,  and  its  sedative  j)ower  over  the  sanguiferous  system  is 
wonderful.  To  have  it  exercise  this  power,  it  must  be  given  to  such  ex- 
tent that  constant  nausea  shall  be  kept  up  ;  in  a  short  time  the  excite- 
ment, which  it  at  first  causes,  will  disappear,  and  the  pulse  will  gradually 
descerul  to  a  lower  standard.  R.  Pulv.  sang.  Can.,  gr.  xxx.  ;  gm.  acca., 
gr.  X.  M.  Ft.  pil.  XV.  Give  one  once  an  hour  till  the  pulse  is  di-^ 
minished  in  frequency.  Or,  R.  Pulv.  sang.  Can.,  gr.  xl. ;  gm.  acca.,  gr. 
XV.      M.      Div.  in  chart,  xvj.     Give  a  powder  once  an  hour. 

Fiftldij.  It  is  diaphoretic.  When  combined  with  opium  it  is  decidedly 
one  of  our  best  sudorifics.  So  many  are  the  conditions  of  the  system 
where  an  expectorant  and  alterative  dia})horetic  is  required,  that  few  medr- 
cines  can  be  selt^cted  better  adapted  to  thesi'  dilTeront  conditions  than  the 
o:ie  under  consideration.  In  jaundice,  the  following  pill  is  of  much  service. 
J\.  Pulv.  sang.  Can^.  gr.  x.  ;  sulph.  morph.,  gr.  v.  ;  pil.  hyd.,  gr.  xx. 
IM.  Ft.  pil.  X.  One  to  be  given  once  in  six  hours.  In  rheumatism,  blood- 
root  and  opium  are  valuable  remedies.  R.  Tine.  sang.  Can.,  f  3  .  ;  tine, 
opi.,  f^ss.  ;  spts.  nit.  dul.,  f  §  iij.  M.  A  teaspoonful  for  a  dose,  re- 
peated pro  re  nata. 

Sixthly.  Blood-root  possesses  the  properties  of  a  deobstruent.  I 
have  >OA*A\  its  elFects  as  such  in  cutaneous  diseases.  Tinea  capitis  is  cured 
by  its  internal  and  external  exhibition.  Give  a  child  ten  drops  of  the 
tincture  fmir  limes  "a  day.  Shave  the  head,  remove  the  pus  by  soap  and 
water,  then  apply  the  following  ointment.  R.  Pulv.  sang.  Can.,  5  j.  ; 
axun.  porcin.,  §  j.  i\1.  Apply  the  ointment  three  times  a  day.  I  have 
cured  two  cases  of  piurigo  with  blood-root  ;  in  one  case  1  gave  the  tine- 
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tiiiv  ;ik)ii(\  and  in  tlic  other  iii^laiicc  aiilimonv  was  admiiiislciTd  with  it. 
I  Jia\('  used  saiiLfUinarKi  in  jaundice.  1  liavc  a  case  at  llic  presciil  liiue, 
and  am  making  li'co  use  of  it  in  union  with  the  I)hi('  pih  ;  I  think  this 
conihinalion  helter  than  eillier  nie(h(-ine  ak)n('. 

If  sanuiinaria  is  ('ini)k)ve(l  in  the  ircalnicnl  of  lr\('rs,  k-ss  l)k'edinf>  is 
re(juiiv(k  and  lewer  ealliartics  necessary,  than  is  ^^(Micrally  indicated 
\\  h(Mi  this  ntccrieine  is  not  adniinisteretk 

Lastly.  Sani^uinaria  is  an  eniinenajU^ogue.  Ainenonha'a  occurs  und<'r 
two  opposite  states  of  \\w  system  ;  and  where  (Ithilitij  apj)ears  to  be  the 
cause,  it  must,  to  he  successful,  be  accompanied  with  bome  of  the  chaly- 
beates.  But  if  the  obstruction  depends  on  ylctliora,  large  dos(;s  of  blood- 
root  arc  re(|uired  ;  given  with  aloes,  in  such  habits,  a  short  time  before 
the  menstrual  discharge  is  expected,  it  will  scarcely  ever  fail  to  produce 
menstruation.  The  fijllowing  are  some  of  the  foriris  in  which  1  have 
used  this  medicine  as  an  emmenagoguc;.  K.  Tine,  feiri  chlo.,f  §  j.  ;  tine, 
sang.  Can.,  f  |  ss.  M.  Dose  forty  drops  three  or  four  times  daily.  R. 
pulv.  san.  Can.,  gr.  x. ;  pulv.  aloe.,  gr.  xx.  M.  Ft.  pil.  x.  Give  five 
pills  daily. 

I  have  given  sanguinaria  by  itself  to  plethoric  persons  in  doses  suffi- 
cient to  produce  nausea,  and  continued  it  till  the  suppressed  catamenia 
was  restored  ;  and  if  the  disease  is  idiopathic,  I  believe  the  remedy  will 
never  fail.  It  will  not  be  necessary  to  disturb  the  patient  during  her 
sleej)ing  hours  with  medicine.  I  am  very  respectfully  yours. 

Lime  Rock,  R.  L,  June  23,  1845.  J.  P.  Leonard. 


CALOMEL   A    CAUSE   OF   MORTIFICATION 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Joarnal. 

Sir, — 1  noticed  in  the  Journal  of  May  23tb,  an  Interesting  case  of  mor- 
tification of  the  cheek  and  gums,  related  by  Luther  Rogers,  M.D.,  at  the 
conclusion  of  which,  he  makes  two  very  important  inquiries,  viz.  :  was 
the  mortification  caused  by  calomel  ?  and  will  calomel  ever  cause  morti- 
fication in  the  mouth  ?  1  will  give  my  opinion  in  answer  to  the  last 
question,  accompanied  with  some  remarks  relative  to  a  case  that  came 
under  my  observation  and  care  in  July,  1841,  while  practising  in  Corning, 
Steuben  County.  1  was  called  to  consult  with  a  man  not  very  eminent  in 
the  profession,  who  gave  me  the  following  history  of  the  case.  Six  days 
before  I  saw  the  patient  (a  boy  about  ten  years  old),  he  had  been  visited 
by  the  man  above  referred  to,  and  was  thought  to  be  laboring  under 
bilious  colic.  The  doctor  gave  him  of  calomel,  grs.  xx.,  which  purged 
him  in  four  hours,  producing  much  relief,  though  he  continued  to  have 
some  pain  in  his  bowels,  and  in  twenty-four  hours  he  took  ten  grains 
more,  which  again  proved  cathartic  but  without  afibrding  much  relief. 
From  that  time  until  the  fourth  day,  h(^  was  treated  for  chronic  infiamma- 
tion,  but  took  no  more  mercury  in  any  form  ;  nor  any  of  the  acids.  In 
the  morning  of  that  dav  his  attending  physician  noticed  all  of  the  .symp- 
toms  peculiar  to  ptyalism,  in    its   early  stage.     The   infiammation   and 
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swelluii^  ot  ilio  salivary  glands  rapidly  increasedj  so  that  by  i\n;  day  fol- 
lowing tliure  was  a  •general  swelling  of  all  llic  soft  parts  of  the  face  usually 
afiected  by  severe  ptyalisni.  On  the  next  morning  a  small  gangrenous  spot, 
of  a  dark  brown  color,  was  discovered  on  the  middle  and  inner  surface 
of  the  lov\er  lip,  whicli  rapidly  spread  until  the  seventh  day,  in  the  after- 
noon, when  I  saw  him.  The  entire  lower  lip,  the  inside  of  both  cheeks 
and  surface  of  the  tongue,  were  then  completely  gangrenous  ;  the  lower 
lip  and  tip  of  the  tongue  were  wanting,  having  been  destroyed  by  morti- 
fication. The  parts  had  a  dark  brown  sloughy  appearance,  with  no  dis- 
tinct lines  beluoen  the  living  and  dead  portions,  the  uanL';rene  showing  an 
evident  disposition  to  extend. 

The  ptyalism  was  en  the  increase,  the  little  sufferer  having  a  continual 
stream  of  viscid  saliva  running  out  of  his  mouth,  entirely  uncontrollable 
on  accoimt  of  the  inflammation,  swelling  and  loss  of  the  lower  lip,  which 
rendered  the  patient  a  hideous,  pitiable  object.  To  these  symptoms  were 
added  a  quick,  small,  feeble  pulse,  and  a  congested  state  of  the  mucous 
membrane  of  the  stomach  and  upper  portion  of  the  bowels  ;  a  moist, 
doughy  skin  ;  a  very  otFensive  peculiar  Ibetor  of  the  mouth  ;  great  rest- 
lessness ;  a  partial  loss  of  consciousness  and  speech,  with  considerable 
])rostration.  I  advised  quinine,  camphor,  opium,  &ic. ;  and  to  the  morti- 
fying surfaces,  nitric  acid,  nit.  silver,  p.  charcoal,  and  fomentations  where 
they  could  be  applied,  nourishing  diet,  &lc.,  which  alleviated  his  suffer- 
ings, but  did  not  entirely  arrest  the  progress  of  the  mortification  before 
death,  which  occurred  on  the  twelfth  dav. 

Without  entering  Into  an  argument  to  prove  that  mortification  can  be 
produced  by  the  sudden  introduction  of  mercury  in  the  human  system, 
I  will  only  say  that  I  have  reflected  much  upon  the  symptoms  of  the 
case  here  described,  and  cannot  arrive  at  any  other  conclusion  than  that 
the  excessive  Inflammation  w  as  produced  by  the  mercury,  and  terminated 
ill  mortification  and  death.  There  was  a  high  degree  of  inflammation  of 
the  parts  previous  to  mortification.  It  is  proper  to  observe  that  1  exam- 
ined a  specimen  of  the  calomel  used,  and  found  it  of  very  inferior  quality. 
The  attending  medical  adviser  induced  the  relatives  of  the  patient  to  be- 
lieve that  he  had  black  canker.  Yours  truly, 

Bath,  Steuhcn  Co.,  N.  Y.,  June  23f/,  1845.  S.  Brovvnell. 


THE  TRUE   AND   FALSE   IN  MESMElllSM. 

{The  following  is  the  conclusion  of  a  series  of  numbers  on  the  '*  Rise, 
Progress  and  ]\Iysteries  of  Mesmerism,"  which  have  lately  appeared  in 
the  London  Lancet,  from  the  pen  of  Dr.  C.  R.  Hall.] 

It  is  a  curious  fact  in  the  philosophy  of  the  mind,  how^  prone  we  are 
to  deceive  ourselves,  and  then  firmly  to  believe  In  the  self-created  decep- 
tion, as  if  it  were  a  truth  not  to  be  doubted.  This  is  of  daily  occur- 
rence where  the  conclusion  arrived  at  is  desired  from  ministering  to  our 
pleasure,  interest  or  importance.  Here,  however,  are  cogent  reasons  for 
chejisliing  the  self-deception  until  it  becomes  a  matter  of  faith  ;  but  when 
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tu)  such  iiM.^ons  ran  Ik*  assii^nicd,  ll  is  (|uiti'  (sioiii^h  tliat  what  (IcMiiands 
our  hclicr  is  iiiarvflloiis;,  for  it  to  lie  n-fcivcd  wiili  caLicrncss  ;  (|nil('  siifli- 
(MiMil  that  a  man  |)(>r-na(l('  hiiii^rH"  what  he  has  cxpcrirncffl  must  liave 
happiMii'd  w  illiout  his  volition,  for  him  to  Ircl  satislicd  that  it  was  (jnito 
Ix'vond  his  (M)iitrol.  Ollcn,  howevtM-,  a  person  docs  not  himself  hdicve 
what  h{*  wishes  others  to  credit.  So  it  usually  is  with  tin;  ori;;inators  of 
])0|)ular  delusions;  hut  amongst  their  numerous  followers  many  really 
leel  convinced  of  the  truth  of  the  doctrines  they  j)rofess. 

That  i^entK*  passes,  touches  and  friction,  should  so  act  on  the  nerves  of 
feeling  as  to  product*  a  (luieting  and  coin])osin,(i;  effect,  and,  if  continued, 
a  degree  of  sonniolencv,  and  peihaps  ultimat<>ly  ])erfect  sleep,  is  not  sur- 
prising to  one  \s  ho  has  (>xp(nienced  the  soothing  influence;  of  genth*  rub- 
bing  of  the  palms,  or  of  hrushing  or  combing  the  hair.  That  this  state 
may  stop  short  of  deep  sleep,  and  that  during  the  imperfect  slumber 
general  consciousness  may  be  gone,  and  yet  different  parts  of  the  nervous 
system  be  still  susceptible  of  acting  in  answer  to  impressions  made,  is 
probable  ;  and  that  acts  of  various  kinds  might  in  this  way  be  called 
forth  without  rousing  the  patient  to  such  general  consciousness  as  would 
be  necessary  to  enal)le  him  to  recollect  afterwaids  wdiat  had  taken  place, 
has  nothing  unreasonable  in  it.  Hence,  when  a  feeling  allied  to  pleasure 
is  excited  by  the  gentle  wafts  of  attracting  mesmeric  passes,  we  can  un- 
derstand how  an  emotional  movement  may  respond,  and  the  head  or 
limb  follow  the  direction  of  these  wafts  (mesmeric  traction),  without 
enough  of  general  consciousness  for  the  patient  to  be  aware  of  what  is 
going  on.  So,  too,  muscles  may  become  rigid  by  reflex  movement  from 
irritation  of  the  sensitive  nerves;  or  convulsions  may  be  excited  in  the 
same  way. 

By  unconsciously  directing  his  mind  to  the  part  on  which  the  mes- 
meriser  is  operating,  the  patient,  without  being  aware  of  it  at  the  time, 
may  materially  heighten  sensibility  there,  whilst  the  corresponding  ab- 
straction of  mind  lessens  it  elsewhere.  As  we  know  not  all  the  laws  of 
sensation,  we  cannot  limit  the  effects  upon  sensation  of  any  agent  which 
certainly  acts  on  and  throuijh  the  sensitive  nerves.  Consequently,  what 
in  a  slight  degi-ee  can  diminish  sensibility,  may,  when  acting  more  forcibly, 
for  anything  we  know,  temporarily  abolish  it.  Judging  from  experience, 
such  a  result  is  highly  improbable,  and  therefore  it  must  be  proved  a  great 
deal  better  than  it  is  at  present,  before  we  can  assent  to  it,  yet  still  there 
is  nothing  in  such  a  result  that  would  be  in  discordance  with  previous 
facts.  On  the  contrary,  in  certain  morbid  states  of  the  nervous  system, 
we  know  that  common  sensibility  is  for  the  time  removed  ;  and  should 
what  the  mesmerists  assert  on  this  head  ultimately  prove  true,  it  will  sim- 
])ly  be  a  new  fact — not  like  most  of  the  mesmeric  facts,  both  new  and 
irreconcilable  with  others. 

The  evidence  in  support  of  so  much  in  mesmerism  would  have  been 
sufficient,  had  it  been  presented  without  admixture  with  so  large  a  pro- 
portion of  what  is  calculated  to  throw  doubt  on  the  whole.  A  work  on 
the  Natural  History  of  Sleep  is  still  a  desideratum,  and,  properly  execut- 
ed, it  would  include  all  that  is  probable  in  mesmerism  ;  as  it  is,  we  want 
unexceptionable  evidence. 
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SliouUI  tlie  pmbablti  facts  of  mesmerism  prove  to  be  the  only  real  ones, 
will  they  suj^pori  the  inferences  of  the  mesmerists  ?  By  no  means.  Ca- 
pable of  bein^  induced  by  methods,  and  under  circumstances  entirely  dif- 
ferent, they  cannot  depend  upon  any  special  physical  a<^ent  being  t^iven 
or  withdrawn.  They  resolve  themselves  into  phenomena  of  the  nervous 
system,  called  forth  by  any  means  whatever,  animate  or  inanimate,  that 
can  act  to  a  sufficient  extent  upon  that  system. 

VVe  cannot  doubt  that  mesmerism  may  have  affected  many  cures  sur- 
prising enough  to  the  patients  and  their  friends.  What  vaunted  and  ac- 
credited remedy  or  plan  of  treatment  does  not  ?  Its  efficacy,  in  this  respect, 
no  more  [)roves  the  reality  of  any  occult  influence  being  communicated, 
than  it  proves  the  presence  of  such  influence  in  a  houKcopalhic  billionth 
of  floiu'  of  brimstone,  in  a  lioly  well,  or  a  Malvern  spring.  There  can 
be  no  doubt  that  in  all  chronic  diseases,  abstraction  of  the  mind,  from 
perpetually  dwelling  on  the  disorder,  a  firm  hope  of  recovery,  and  com- 
plete faith  in  the  value  of  the  means  employed,  will  conduce  very  greatly 
to  obtaining  the  desired  result.  The  nature  of  the  means  is  of  less  im- 
portance. Every  remedy  or  plan  that  gains  the  confidence  of  the  public 
is  successful  in  its  day  :  but  no  sooner  is  that  day  gone  by,  than  the 
remedy  loses  its  efficacy — the  talisman  of  cure  is  broken.  The  cases 
which  make  and  maintain  the  reputation  of  quacks  of  all  ranks,  both 
within  and  without  the  pale  of  the  profession,  are  chiefly  the  dyspeptic, 
the  bilious,  the  hypochondriacal.  In  these  the  disorder  consists  quite  as 
much  in  a  deranged  nervous  system,  as  in  any  actual  disease  of  a  given 
organ.  And  knowing  how  much  the  whole  nervous  system  is  under  the 
influence  of  the  mind — how  languid  when  the  mind  is  depressed  ;  how 
brisk  when  the  mind  is  elated — can  we  wonder  that  to  exchange  despon- 
dency, want  of  confidence,  and  constant  looking  inwards  upon  self,  for 
hope,  implicit  faith,  and  attention,  maintained  by  novelty,  should  occa- 
sionally produce  the  happiest  effects  on  health?  A  medical  man  of  emi- 
nence will  often  cure  his  patients  much  more  rapidly  by  precisely  the 
same  means,  than  another  of  inferior  note.  With  the  former,  his  reputa- 
tion acts  upon  the  mind,  whilst  his  remedies  act  upon  the  body.  The 
mode  by  which  mesmerism  has  chiefly  performed  its  cures,  reminds  us  of 
the  weapon-salvers  :  the  action  on  the  mind  is  the  judicious  attention  to 
the  wound  ;  the  pawing,  thumbing,  tickling  and  gazing,  are  the  salving 
of  the  weapon. 

Besides  its  moral  influence,  however,  in  which  1  believe  its  asserted 
remedial  power  consists,  if  by  mesmeric  procedure  we  can  induce  re- 
freshing sleep  and  modify  sensibility,  there  can  be  no  question  but  by 
these,  added  to  its  effi^ct  on  the  mind,  much  good  may  sometimes  have 
been  done.  Has  mesmerism  any  peculiar  advantages  over  other  and  less 
equivocal  and  less  mystical  modes  of  producing  these  advantages  ?  Proofs 
are  yet  wanting  that  it  is  superior  to  more  ordinary  methods  of  influencing 
the  mind  and  the  body — methods  more  congenial  to  the  habits  of  the 
profession,  and  generally  to  the  taste  of  the  patient. 

Without  supposing  or  desiring  that  any  importance  will  be  attached 
to  my  mere  opinions,  yet,  to  prevent  misapprehension,  I  here  briefly  re-' 
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capliulalc    whul   arc.   al   prcscuL  ui)  own   views  on  iiR'sincnbrn.      Of  the 
alle;;c(l  resulls  of  nu'snuMio  processes,  I  believe  there  are 
Proved — (^uicliujt;,  eoniposiire,  sleep. 

Probahlc,    Ixit    r('(iuirin!^-    ronj'irniation — 'rractioii,    nmsruhir    n;:i(lity, 
C()iivulsii)ns,    lieii^hleiK'd    sciisihilily,    dmiinisli(Ml    sensibility,    double 
consciousness. 
Possihle,   hut  not  very  jirobahle — Insensibility   to  s(^vere   pain,  U)v  a 

\l\\vn  IcMi^th  of  time,  at  pleasure. 
Impossible,  as  far  as  anythinir  can  be  so — Clairvoyance,  intuition,  pre- 
vision, community   of  thought,  involuntary  and  coiiiph.'te  subj(;clion 
of  mind  to  th(*  mesmeriser. 
And,  lastly,  I  believe  that  we  have  not  a  shadow  of  evidence  in  sup- 
port of  the  existence  of  any  new  agency,  whether  desii^nated  mes- 
meric, magnetic,  occult,  or  by  any  other  name. 
In  concluding  this  survey  of  mesmerism,  the  writ<!r  trusts  that  his  read- 
ers have  been  as  little  as  possible  wearied  with  the  details,  and  impatient 
of  the  truisms,  contained  in  the  foregoing  papers.     The  details  were  in- 
dispensable  to  furnish   accurate  data  ;  and  inferences  when  opposed  to, 
are  best  refuted   by,  truths   so   trite   as  to  appear  self-evident  and  super- 
fluous.    Common  truths  are   the  basis  of  common  sense  ;  and  common 
sense  will  best   refute   the  mesmerism  of  the  mesmerists.      Had  an  abler 
writer  taken  the  trouble  to  lay  bare  the  facts  and   the  principles   of  mes- 
merism, to  expose  the  emptiness  of  the  former,  the  absurdity  of  the  latter, 
and   the  incongruity  of  both,  the  present   attempt  had  never  appeared. 
Independently  of  every  other  effect,  the  inquiry  is  calculated  to  impress 
upon  the  minds  of  members  of  the  profession  the  truth,  that — 

"  Our  reason  was  not  vainly  lent! 

Nor  is  a  slave  but  by  its  own  coiucnt.^' — Dkvden. 
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Salacine — the  Surrrmn  GencraVs  Circular. — It  redounds  to  the  fieneral 
reputation  and  to  the  high  medical  character  of  our  country,  that  the  high- 
est medical  officer  in  the  Government  is  distinguished  for  his  zeal  in  the 
profession  for  which  he  was  educated.  In  the  following  circular,  issued 
by  him,  an  ardent  desire  is  manifested  for  determining  an  important  ques- 
tion ;  and  to  accomplish  this  object,  there  is  a  minuteness  of  detail  requir- 
ed, in  the  returns  to  he  made  at  Washington,  which  must  yield  the  most 
satisfactory  results.  We  shall  be  happy  to  publish  these  results,  whenever 
attainable.  The  following  is  the  circular,  signed  by  Thomas  Lawson, 
Surgeon  General. 

**  Sir, — The  Medical  Purveyor  at  New  York  has  been  directed  to 
issue  to  those  Military  Posts   at  which  miasmatic  diseases  are  of  frequent 
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occurrence,  a  supply  of  saUcinn  (llie  active  principle  of  the  bark  of 
the  couuuon  willow) — a  medicine  which  has  heen  recommended  by  hiffli 
authorities  for  lis  febrifuge  and  anti-pirindic  virtue-^. 

"  Inasmuch  as  the  supply  of  tlie  sulpkata  uf  qaiuinc  is,  at  best,  preca- 
rious, and  as,  moreover,  it  may  be  diminished,  at  any  time,  by  an  inter- 
ruption of  our  commercial  relations  with  fureiirri  nations,  it  becomes  ihf- 
duty  of  officers  of  the  Governnient  who  are  entrusted  with  the  health  of 
those  ent^aged  in  the  public  service,  to  use  their  best  endeavors  to  prtjvide 
a  substitute  for  a  remedy  so  highly  valued,  and  so  universally  employed. 

"  I  have  therefore  deemed  it  advisable  to  submit  the  salicine  to  trial  on 
a  larire  scale,  with  the  view  of  ascertaining  to  what  extent  it  may  be  re- 
lied upon  as  a  substitute  for  the  sulphate  of  quinine,  in  a  case  of  emer- 
(rencv,  and  accordinirly  I  have  to  request  that  you  will  institute  a  fair  and 
unpartinl  trial  of  its  remedial  powers,  in  your  practice,  in  all  cases  of 
miasmatic  disease  in  which  the  administration  of  quinine  may  not  be  in- 
dispensably requisite — and  in  such  other  cases  as  you  may  think  proper. 

"  You  will  forward  to  this  olHce  a  special  report  of  your  ol)s(^rvations 
on  the  subject,  on  or  before  the  expiration  of  the  current  year,  noticing 
particularly  the  following  points,  viz.  : — 

"  I.  The  doses  in  which  you  liave  employed  salicine — with  their  effects. 

"  *2.  The  diseases,  and  conditions  of  the  system,  in  wliicli  it  has  been 
administered — and  with  what  effect. 

*' 8.  Whether  you  have  found  it  more,  or  less,  liable  to  irritate  tlie  sto- 
mach, than  sulphate  of  quinine. 

"4.  Any  bad  consequences,  you  may  have  observed  to  follow  its  em- 
ployment, attributable  to  the  medicine. 

*'  5.  Any  combinations  you  may  have  found  to  affect  its  activity  ;  and 
what  preparation  of  the  system  you  iiave  found  necessary  before  its 
exhibition. 

"  ().   Your  opinion  of  its  modus  operandi 

"7.  Its  value  as  a  remedy,  as  compared  with  sulphate  of  quinine,  and 
other  medicines  of  similar  properties. 

"8.  Brief  and  concise  notes  of  cases  in  which  it  has  been  employed  in 
vour  practice — as  numerous  as  practicable. 

"It  is  proper  to  add,  that  as  the  profession  at  large  will,  doubtless,  be 
interested  in  the  results  of  these  observations,  they  will  probably  be  given 
to  the  public,  in  such  form  as  will  be  most  creditable  to  the  observers." 


Medical  Society  of  Tennessee. — On  the  7th  of  May,  the  l()th  Annual 
Meeting  of  this  Society  was  held  at  Nashville.  A.  II.  Buchanan,  M.D., 
of  that  city,  is  still  president.  The  first  day  appears  to  have  been  passed 
in  orcranizing  for  business.  It  will  be  recollected  that  this  society  is  dis- 
tin(Tuished  for  the  energy  of  its  public  proceedings.  No  mealy-mouthed 
speeches  are  ever  made,  or  apologies  received  iinless  there  is  a  valid  rea- 
son for  them.  Dr.  Manlove  read  a  case  of  gastrotomy  of  a  remarkable 
feature,  which  was  voted  to  be  published  in  this  Journal,  on  motion  of 
Dr.  Richardson,  for  which  he  will  please  accept  our  thanks.  Dr.  Roberts 
read  a  history  of  an  epidemic  erysipelas  that  prevailed  in  Columbia,  which 
was  ordered  to  be  transmitted  to  the  Western  Medical  Journal.  Dr.  San- 
dek  transmitted  an  essay  upon  the  abuse  of  calomel,  venesection  and  blis- 
tering.    This  is  a  paper   which  some  of  the   northern  practitioners  would 
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like  to  poriisp.  Socdiid  day — Dr.  Stith  was  callod  upon  a  rocoiid  tirnr, 
hut  hrinn;  ahsciit  and  ladiiiir  to  read  an  (;ssay,  li<'  was  lined  >!^I0.  We  prr- 
suino  lio  will  never  fail  ai^am.  Drs.  C.  Smith,  K.sscdnian,  Holland,  I"'rank- 
lin  and  \\..  ('.  K.  Martin,  were  a^ain  called  n|)on  for  reports  oi"  eases — hut 
bein<T  away,  were  each  mulcted  in  the  sum  of  b2  a-i)iece,  which  was  accord- 
ing to  {\\c  laws  of  tl»e  Society,  made  and  jjrovided.  Dr.  Buchanan  de- 
livered a  dissertation  on  the  dilliculty  ol'  ac(|uirin;r  accurate  l<nowle<li_rc  of 
practical  medicine.  A  premium  of  ^'yi)  is  to  he  awarded  to  the  author  of 
the  best  cs.say  on  some  medical  suhject,  to  be  submitted  to  the  examination 
of  a  counnittee,  by  the  next  annual  meetitijT.  The  Society  finally  decid- 
ed that  >Sfrnfu/({  should  be  the  subject  of  the  prize  essay,  and  marmscripts 
may  be  sent  to  Dr.  Felix  Robertson,  Nashville  'J\;nn.,  post  paid,  before 
the  first  Monday  in  March  next.  Dr.  Winton  next  addressed  the  Society 
on  **  The  improvements  and  discoveries  made  in  medical  science  by 
American  physicians."  7^his  paper  should  also  be  published.  Dr.  B. 
W.  Avent,  of  Murfreesboro',  was  appointed  orator  for  1846. 

Any  one  who  reads  the  annual  doings  of  the  Tennessee  Medical  So- 
ciety, will  agree  with  us,  we  think,  in  saying  that  it  is  without  a  rival  in 
energy.  Nothing  retards  the  onward  march  of  the  members.  If  any  of 
them  happen  to  be  absent,  the  constitution  provides  a  way  of  securing 
punctuality  in  future,  by  assessing  a  tax,  instanter,  not  likely  to  be  forgot- 
ten. So  it  is  in  regard  to  delinquents,  previously  appointed  to  perform 
some  special  service  ;  if  the  manuscript  is  not  forthcoming,  tlie  fine  must 
be.  Dr.  Buchanan,  the  President,  is  an  able  man,  and  is  associated  with 
a  body  of  medical  gentlemen  of  great  moral  worth  and  scientific  acquire- 
ments, who  are  calculated  individually  to  give  character  to  any  interest. 


New  Hampshire  Asylum  for  the  Insane. — The  third  report  from  the 
Trustees  and  Medical  Superintendent,  recently  published,  shows  that 
continued  success  attends  the  institution.  The  board  of  visiters  pay  a 
njerited  compliment  to  Dr.  Chandler.  '*  Well  fitted  by  nature  and  e.x- 
perience,"  says  the  report,  *'  for  the  arduous  and  delicate  duties  of 
his  office,  he  seerns  to  have  made  the  care  and  treatment  of  the  in- 
sane a  dilicrent  study,  and  devotes  to  their  relief,  the  energies  of  his  be- 
nevolent  and  intelligent  mind,  with  an  interest  and  assiduity  well  calcu- 
lated to  insure  that  success  which  has  been  the  actual  result  of  his  labors 
and  worthy  of  tlie  highest  commendations."  For  new  buildings,  the  past 
year,  $2, 022  23  were  expended  ;  and  for  support  of  patients  and  payment 
of  debts  of  the  Asylum,  $10,538  75.  The  liberality  of  the  Legislature, 
in  sustaining  an  institution  of  such  value  to  the  community,  is  noticed 
with  becoming  gratitude.  When  a  member  of  that  body  withholds  his 
vote  in  favor  of  any  measure  having  for  its  object  the  perpetuity  and  gene- 
ral good  of  the  noblest  charity  in  the  Granite  State,  may  he  never  be 
punished  in  misfortune  by  being  denied  benefits  so  great  as  those  enjoyed 
within  its  portals. 

From  May  31,  1S44,  to  May  31,  1845,  42  males  and  4()  females  were 
admitted.  The  whole  number  of  patients,  within  the  last  twelve  months, 
has   been  158 — of  which  70  remain  in  the  Asylum  at  present. 


Orange  Counft/,  Vermont,  Medical  Convention. — On  the  17th   of  June 
the   members  of  this  association  assembled   at  Chelsea,  Vt.     Each  one 
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was  called  upon  tor  a  case  occurriiicr  in  his  own  circle  of  practice,  which 
was  an  excellent  idea  in  tliose  who  ori^rinated  the  plan.  Dr.  J.  N.  Stile- 
delivered  an  address  that  is  represented  to  have  drawn  forth  a  long  discus- 
sion, hut  !io  mention  is  made  in  the  report,  of  what  it  was  about.  Dr. 
N.  VV.  'J'hayer  was  selected  to  read  a  dissertation  on  peritonitis,  at  the 
ne.\t  meeting.  A  resolution  followed  that  each  one  should  he  requested 
to  secure  as  many  minoralorrical  specimens,  within  his  own  section,  as  he 
conveniently  can,  f  )r  the  Society,  towards  huilding  up  a  cabinet.  Dr.  P. 
C.  Chandler  was  elected  president  ;  Dr.  E.  C.  Worcester,  Vice  President; 
and  Dr.  S.  R.  Morse,  Secretary. 


D'ul:^on'>  Prarticp. — A  wit,  in  describing  a  Hebrew  book,  said,  "the 
beginninLT  thereof  is  at  the  end.'"'  A  second  volume  of  Essays  on  Patholo- 
gy and  Therapeutics,  &c.,  by  Samuel  II.  Dickson,  M.D.,  Professor  of  the 
Institutes  of  Practice  in  the  Medical  College  of  South  Carolina,  was  re- 
ceived last  week;  but  where  is  Volume  I.  ?  We  are  gratified  with  the  ap- 
pearance of  the  last  part — vet  it  is  impossible  to  understand  the  author 
without  the  whole  text.  We  shall  suspend  further  remarks  for  the  pre- 
sent, hoping  that  the  mystery  of  the  publication  of  the  last  part  first,  may 
be  explained. 

Bartlcti's  Mfdiral  Philosophy. — Through  the  Lexington  (Ky.)  In- 
quirer, the  public  is  made  acquainted  with  the  name  of  the  reviewer  of 
Dr.  Bartlett's  Philosophical  Essay.  It  proves  to  be  Mr.  James  S.  Allan,  of 
Winchester.  The  review,  which  found  favor  with  literary  judges,  inde- 
pendently of  medical  men,  appeared  in  the  June  No.  of  the  Literary  Mes- 
senger, which  we  have  not  .yet  seen.  By  the  unremitting  attentions  of 
Wm.  W.  Crump,  Esq.,  of  Richmond,  Virg.,  that  ably-conducted  periodi- 
cal has  been  regularly  transmitted,  but  the  one  containing  the  very  paper 
of  all  others  which  would  interest  us,  is  perhaps  still  on  the  wav. 


Cotton  Mattresses — Hare-lip,  S^^r. — The  following  note  is  from  a  re- 
spectable physician  in  the  vicinity  of  Boston. 

Mr.  Editor, — Your  last  Journal  has  a  commendation  of  cotton  mat- 
tresses. I  am  glad  to  learn  that  they  are  manufactured  and  may  be  had 
in  tlie  vicinity,  as  I  have  for  some  time  been  wishing  to  procure  some 
for  family  use.  It  is,  however,  a  mistake  that  they  are  a  new  invention, 
for  I  slept  on  them  many  years  ago  in  the  Southern  States,  where  they 
are  extensively  used.  They  are  very  cheap,  and  in  warm  weather,  espe- 
cially, are  very  comfortable. 

Your  extract  from  the  Western  Lancet,  in  regard  to  hare-lip  among 
the  blacks,  is  an  interesting  inquiry.  I  have  resided  from  three  to  four 
years  in  different  States  at  the  South,  as  many  more  at  the  Sandwich  Isl- 
ands, and  have  visited  the  Society  Islands,  and  have  no  recollection  of 
ever  having  seen  a  case  of  hare-lip  among  persons  of  dark  complexion.  If 
this  deformity  is  peculiar  to  the  whites,  it  certainly  is  an  interesting  sub- 
ject for  philosophical  inquiry.  C. 


Baths  and  Wash-houses. — An  experiment  has  been  made  at  the  Eastern 
Asylum  for  the  Houseless  Poor,  which  has  most  satisfactorily  proved  that 
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llio  vory  l<>\\(>st  of  tlio  poor  will  irl.idly  -avaW  tlKMiisclvcs  oi'  facjlitios  for 
personal  clranrmcss.  On  the  cvcinii'r  of  iMarcJi  '2\),  llin  a|)params,  con- 
sislinrr  of  a  ixolcr,  and  tiniks,  uitli  two  halli.s  (<'onv(Mtil)l(;  nilo  vapor  hallis), 
six  \vash-lnl)s,  and  a  dryin^r  closet,  lliron^rli  wliicii  a  drau^flit  of  hot  air  is 
driven  willi  trreat  velocity,  was  first  used.  At  first  tlierc  was  some  rcdnct- 
anco  on  tiu^  part  of  the  iiiiiuitcs  to  use  the  haths,  hut  as  soon  as  they  had 
felt  the  refresinnent  of  th(^  warm  water  and  clean  clothes,  th(7  ea;rerly 
availed  theniselves  t)f  it.  Durinir  the  first  five  days  ^'0  p(.'rs()ns  hathed  and 
washed  ;  dnrinrr  the  last  five  (the  ai)paratns  having  heen  used  nineteen 
days  toirelher)  the  numhcr  was  'V.)\ — the  total  heinjr  <H7.  The  improve- 
ment eilected  in  the  personal  ap|)earance  of  the  inmates  far  exceeded  all 
expectations;  many  a  countenance  hecame  pleasinor  which  hefore  was  dis- 
gusting, and  no  doui)t  was  left  that  soap  and  warm  water  could  work 
wonders  with  the  poor. — London  Times. 


Jn.<trnr{ion  of  Midivivrs  in  P(/ri,<. — According  to  the  new  regulations 
regarding  the  instruction  of  midwives  in  Paris,  it  is  required  that  they 
shall  present  testimonials  of  good  character,  he  at  least  18  years  of  age, 
and  he  able  to  read  and  write  correctly  the  French  language,  before  they 
can  be  admitted  to  the  clinical  lying-in  hospital.  It  is  only  after  having 
diligently  attended  this  institution  for  twelve  months,  and  taken  two  full 
courses  of  lectures  on  the  Theory  and  Practice  of  Midwifery,  that  thej 
can  present  themselves  as  candidates  for  the  degree. — Southern  Medical 
and  Snrgical  Journal. 


Medical  Miscellany. — Yellow  fever,  the  frequent  scourge  of  many  parts 
of  South  America,  was  raging  at  Vera  Cruz,  at  a  late  date. — Dr.  Lewis, 
of  Boston,  amputated  the  whole  arm,  last  week,  embracing  the  scapula 
and  clavicle,  having  first  taken  up  the  subclavian  artery.  The  operation 
was  rendered  necessary  in  consequence  of  a  terrible  accident  by  machi- 
nery. Unfortunately  the  patient  died  of  the  injuries  he  had  received. — 
Twenty  deaths,  by  smallpox,  occurred  in  New  York,  week  before  last. 
The  disease  is  showing  itself  more  or  less  all  over  the  country. — A  coro- 
ner's jury  decided  in  New  York  that  a  child,  4  months  of  age,  died  in 
consequence  of  the  effects  of  excessive  doses  of  antimonial  wine. — A  prize 
of  20  guineas  was  lately  awarded  in  London,  by  the  Society  for  the  Im- 
provement of  the  Insane,  for  an  essay  on  puerperal  mania. 


To  CoRKF.spoNDKNTs. — Additional  testimony  respecting  the  use  of  large 
dose.s  of  quinine,  a  letter  from  Dr.  Smilie  on  artificial  petrifaction,  remarks  on 
dentistry  by  Dr.  Cluugh,  together  with  papers  already  acknowledged,  will  receive 
early  attention. 

Makkjf.o,— At  New  Mavcn,  Conn.,  William  Hotchkiss,  M.D  ,  of  New  York,  to 
Miss  Cornelia  A.  Hillliouse. 


NuniMer  of  de.uh,.  in  Bosion,  for  ihe  week  endina  .luly,  5,  43-Male^,  22;  Females,  21.    Stillborn,  4. 

Of  lonsumpiioii,  8-Hrri«ieiUal,  I -dropsy  oi»  the  brain,   G-inntinimalion  ol  the  bowels,  J- canker 
in  the  boweU,  l-ncarlel  fever,  3-tvpli.is   fever,  ^-hooiMii;!  rouj;h,  2-leeiliinj:,  2-inflHminaiion  on 
the  brain,  1— rron|.,  1— infantile,  a— abscess,  1-liver  complaint,  l-heninrrhage,    1— brain  lever,    I  — 
apoplex),    1 -disease    of  the     heart,    1  — old    age,    1-inieniperance,   1  — child-bed,    l-debim>  ,    l 
drowned,  1.  , 

Under  5  years,  22-belween  5  and  20  yeurn,  4— between  20  and  GO  years,  11— OYcr  tO  years,  a. 


4G8  Medical  Intelligence. 

l'iv{.<e( tiuns,  ^'c.  in  Paris. — Loiiiret's  lectures  on  the  Anatomy  and 
PhysioloLjy  of  the  Nervous  System,  with  vivisections,  are  extremely  inter- 
esting. He  has  devoted  himself  to  this  branch  of  science  for  several 
years,  and  at  this  time  is  unequalled  in  it.  His  demonstrations  are  ad- 
mirable, and  by  varying  his  experiments  in  almost  every  possible  manner, 
lie  has  made  some  discoveries,  and  exposed  the  errors  of  Magendie,  Mar- 
shall Hill,  Charles  Bell,  and  others.  I  saw  him  demonstrate  the  existence 
of  an  electrical  current  in  the  muscular  tissues  in  the  following  manner  : — 
He  strip[)ed  the  skin  off  the  inferior  extremities  of  some  frogs,  decapitated 
at  the  moment,  then  cut  the  thighs  off  close  to  the  body,  separating  them 
from  the  legs,  by  carefullv  disarticulatinu  the  knee-joint.  Five  thiglis  thus 
prepared,  were  arranged  in  a  semicircular  manner,  with  the  lower  end  of 
one,  stuck  in  among  the  muscles  of  the  upper  extremity  of  another,  and 
so  on.  The  battery  being  thus  completed,  he  used  bits  of  moistened  pa- 
per or  wire  for  conductors,  and  by  operating  on  the  sciatic  nerve  of  an- 
other frog,  contractions  were  produced,  precisely  similar  to  those  caused 
by  galvanism.  This  current  runs  from  the  centre  towards  the  extremities. 
These  experiments,  though  cruel,  are  extremely  interesting.  Most  of 
them  are  easy  of  performance,  and  with  proper  precautions,  are  highly 
satisfactory  and  conclusive.  Longet's  dissections  of  the  brain,  spinal  mar- 
row, and  nerves,  are  superior  to  any  I  have  seen.  His  work  on  this  sub- 
ject is  the  best  extant.  #******  Foville.is  publishing 
a  work  on  the  Anatomy,  Physi(dogy  and  Pathology  of  the  Cerebro-spinal 
System  of  Nerves,  in  three  volumes,  with  an  atlas  of  twenty-three  plates. 
The  first  volume  and  the  atlas  are  published.  It  is  said  to  be  an  excellent 
work.  ***********  Ricord  is  publishing  his 
^Unique,  accompanied  by  fifty  or  sixty  plates,  in  quarto,  colored.  The 
work  is  said  to  be  nearly  conipleted,  and  will  cost  ninety  francs.  It  is 
said  he  has  changed  his  opinions,  in  some  respects,  since  the  publication 
of  his  former  work. — Lrtter  from  J.  McLester,  M.D.,  of  Georgia,  in 
Southern  Medical  Journal. 


Hippuric  Acid  in  the  Urine  in  Chorea. — The  urine  of  a  female,  13 
years  of  age,  who  was  sufferino-  from  chorea,  was  examined  bv  M.  Petten- 
kofer.  The  urine  was  evaporated,  the  residue  acted  on  by  alcohol,  and 
this  again  evaporated  ;  the  extract,  treated  witli  muriatic  acid  cold,  yielded 
a  large  amount  of  crystals  of  hippuric  acid.  A  larger  proportionate 
amount  was  given  by  the  urino-sanguinis.  One  thousand  parts  of  urine 
left  40.608  solid  matters,  of  which  31.251  were  soluble  in  alcohol,  9.417 
insoluble.  The  soluble  matters  consisted  of  urea,  alkaline  chlorides,  hip- 
purates  and  animal  matter;  the  insoluble  part,  uric  acid,  sulphates,  and 
phosphates.  The  49.66S  solid  residue  left,  upon  incineration,  10.599  of 
ashes,  containing  3D  per  cent,  of  alkaline  carbonates.  Calculating  from 
these  data,  M.  Pettenkofer  says,  the  urine  contained  1.2886  per  cent,  hip- 
puric acid,  the  solid  contents  25,8  per  cent.  As  the  disease  disappeared, 
the  amount  of  hippuric  acid  gradually  diminished. — Annalen,  Oct.  1844. 

Ncto  Mediccd  Books  in  London. — On  Diseases  of  the  Jaw,  with  a  brief 
outline  of  their  Surgical  Anatomy  and  a  description  of  the  Operations 
for  their  Extirpation.  By  Richard  O'Shaughnessy. — Remarks  on  the  effi- 
cacy of  Matico  as  a  Styptic  and  Atringent;  with  additional  cases.  By 
Thomas  Jetfreys,  M.D, 
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SUB-NITllATE   OF   HISMUTII  IN   CERTAIN   CIASTIIIC  DERANGKMKNTS 

Bj  I.  P.  Garvin,  M.D..  Professor  of  Miteria  Madica,  &c.,  in  the  Modic.il  College  of  Georgia. 

The  utility  of  the  sub-nitrate  of  bismuth  in  certain  painful  aftections  of 
the  stomach,  has  been  known  to  the  profession  ever  since  \he  publication 
of  Odier,  of  Geneva,  who  was  the  first  to  employ  it  internally.  In  f)re- 
sentini^  the  remarks  which  follow,  we  are,  therefore,  not  to  be  understood 
as  claiming  any  originality,  either  as  to  the  mode  of  its  action  or  applica- 
tion. Our  sole  object  is  to  invite  attention  to  a  most  valuable  remedy 
which  we  think  is  too  much  neglected.  Notwithstanding  the  length  of 
time  which  has  elapsed  since  the  remedial  powers  of  the  sub-nitrate 
were  made  known,  and  the  numerous  facts  which  prove  its  value,  some 
of  the  best  writers  on  the  materia  medica  have  failed  to  notice  it  at  all. 
Under  these  circumstances,  we  have  thought  that  a  few  cases  illustrating 
its  beneficial  effects,  would  not  prove  unacceptable  to  the  readers  of  the 
Journal. 

Bismuth  has  been  employed  with  benefit  in  the  vomitings  of  children 
which  are  connected  with  dentition,  in  the  diarrhoeas  which  attack  feeblo 
infants  upon  slight  causes,  and  in  those  which  follow  acute  diseases,  but 
are  unattended  by  fever  ;  but  these  and  some  other  applications  of  the 
article  we  do  not  intend  now  to  notice,  but  shall  confine  our  remarks  to 
its  effects  in  some  of  those  nervous  derangements  of  the  stomach,  which 
prove  so  distressing  to  the  patient  and  harassing  to  the  practitioner. 
Our  observation  has  satisfied  us  that  such  nervous  affections  of  the  sto- 
mach, and  indeed  many  other  nervous  diseases,  are  of  more  frequent  oc- 
currence in  malarial  regions,  than  in  such  as  possess  a  salubrious  atmo- 
sphere. Nor  is  this  fact  at  all  surprising,  when  we  consider  that  it  is 
upon  the  nervous  system  that  malaria  exerts  its  principal  morbific  influ- 
ence, as  is  proved  by  its  agency  in  the  production  of  intermittent  fever — - 
a  disease,  confessedly  of  nervous  origin.  These  diseases  of  the  stomach, 
like  most  nervous  affections,  are  usually  paroxysmal,  and  whilst  relief  is 
most  urgently  demanded  during  the  sufferings  of  the  paroxysm,  the  pa- 
tient, and  sometimes  the  physician,  neglects  the  radical  treatment,  which 
can  only  be  carried  on  during  the  intermissions. 

Case. — The  fii*st  case  in  which  we  obtained  very  marked  benefit  fiom 

the   employment  of  the   bismuth,  was  in   that  of  a  female,  of  a  spare 

habit,  nerv^ous  temperament,  and  about   40  years  of  age.     In  the  early 

part  of  the  summer  she  had  an   attack  of  fever  in  Florida,  from  which 
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she  seenifd  to  have  entirely  recovered.      In  the  month  of  Septemher  she 
had  a  succession   of  vioh*nt  paroxysms  of  <(astral^ia,  occurrini^  at  irref^u- 
lar  intervals,  sometimes  of  one  or  two  weeks.     Durint^  the  three  or  four 
earhcr  attacks  she  was   from    liome,  and  the   care   of  the  case  dev(jlved 
upon  another  physician,  hut  we   learned   that  she   had   taken  morphine, 
chloric  ether,  and  other  similar  retnedies,  for  tiie   aL^onizin^^  pain.     Be- 
tween the  paroxysnjs  she  was  directed   to  use  the  sulphate  of  quinine,  in 
doses  of  several   <^rains   each    day.     This   article,  however,  appeart-d    to 
have   exercised   no   hcneficial  intlucnce,  for   though  it  had  ht;cn  regularly 
taken,  the  disease  had   renewed    its   assaults.     The  first  attack  in  which 
we  saw  the  patient  lasted  ahout  three  hours :  her  face  was  pale,  the  skin 
bathed  in  a  cold  sweat,  the  pulse  soft,  small,  and  but  slightly  accelerated, 
there  was  an   occasional   vomiting  of  a  fluid   resembling   very  much    the 
black  vomit  of  yellow  fever,  and   there  was  pain  in  the  epigastric  region 
of  a  most  distressing  character.     A  large  dose  of  the  acetate  of  morphine 
was  administered,  and  as  the  last  matters  ejected  from  the  stomach  were 
mixed  with  blood,  to  the   great   alarm  of  the  patient,  with  the  morphine 
was  combined  four  or  ^\wq   grains  of  the  acetate  of  lead.     The  relief  af- 
forded by  the  combination  was  almost  instantaneous,  so  much  so  that  the 
patient  expressed  some  curiosity  to  learn  what  she  had  taken.    At  first  we 
were  disposed  to  attribute  the   usual  promptness  with  which  the  anodyne 
acted,  to  some  modification  of  the  condition  of  the  stomach  produced  by 
the  hemorrhage,  but  from  subsequent   trials   of  the  combination   of  the 
acetates  of  morphine  and  lead,  in  this  as  well  as  in  other  cases  of  a  simi- 
lar character,  we  are  satisfied   that  the  acetate  of  lead  was  also  an  effi- 
cient agent  in  the  production  of  the  beneficial  effects,  probably  by  virtue 
of  its  sedative  action  on  the  irritated  mucous  membrane,  and  by  restrain- 
ing the  acrid  secretions  fiom  the  gastric  surfaces,  thereby  preventing  the 
irritation  which  they  must  excite  on  these  morbidly  sensitive  parts.     Af- 
ter the  paroxysm  we  have  just  noticed,  our  patient  continued  the  use  of 
the  quinine  for  some  days,  when  she  was  again  violently  attacked.     We 
should  have  mentioned  before,  that  these  attacks  did  not  seem  to  depend 
at  all  upon  the  ingestion   of  food,  either  in   too  great  quantity  or  of  an 
indigestible  quality.     In   this   instance,  a  small   quantity  of  rice  was  the 
only  article  which  had  been    taken   into  die  stomach.     On  this  occasion, 
as  before,  the  combinations  of  the   acetates  of  lead  and   morphine  gave 
prompt  relief.     The  patient  was  then  put  upon  the  use  of  small  doses  of 
blue  mass  in  conjunction  with  quinine,  but   the   paroxysms  continued   to 
return.     Having  employed  the   bismuth  in  some  other  gastric   derange- 
ments with  benefit,  and   knowing  that  in  the  hands  of  others  it  had  been 
found  useful  in  cases  wery  similar  to   the  one  under  treatment,  we  aban- 
doned the  further  use  of  mercury  and  quinine,  and  put  the  patient  upon 
the  use  of  the  sub-nitrate   in   doses  of  two  grains  three  times  a-day,  in- 
creasing the  dose  one  grain  every  two  days.     From  the  day  on  which 
she  began  the  use  of  this  remedy,  she  had  no  return  of  the  disease.     Her 
general  health  improved,  and   she  remained   free  from  this  complaint  up 
to  the  time  of  her  death,  which   occurred  about  a  year  subsequent  to  tha 
cure. 
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Tlio  iioxt  caso  \v;is  ono  very  siniilar.  in  its  L^ciicnil  requires,  to  the 
f()^(\l;()ill;^^  The  patient  was  n  fcinalo  of  a  corpulciil  liahil,  and  ahoiil 
35  years  of  ai;e.  Her  heallli  had  !)een  uood  up  to  the  hitler  part  of"  the 
summer,  at  whieh  time  sh(^  had  an  attack  of  int(»rmittent  lever,  from 
w  liieli,  liow ever,  she  soon  iceox'ered,  hul  was  soon  ahf-r  altaekcd  with 
])ar()Kysms  of  i;asirali2,ia,  oe(MnTinii;  at  Uiifcrtain  inter\als,  and  lastinL'  fi'ow) 
one  to  cii»lit  or  nine  hours.  The  (hn-alion,  however,  was  generally  two 
or  three  hoiu's.  As  tl)c  earlier  paroxysms  were  sliort,  and  as  she  lived  at 
a  considerahle  distance,  she  did  not  apply  for  medical  aid  until  the  at- 
tacks had  hecome  of  very  fre(|uent  occurrence,  and  more  protracted  in 
their  duration.  When  we  first  saw  her  she  had  heen  lahorinj^  under  a 
very  violent  paroxysm  for  some  hours.  Her  skin  was  cold  and  haihed 
in  sweat,  the  pulse  feehle  and  very  slightly  accelerated,  and  sIh^  vomited 
frequently  considerable  (juantiti(»s  of  an  acrid  and  nearly  colorless  fluid. 
The  acetates  of  morphine  and  lead  were  administered,  and  relief  of  \\\n 
])ain  promj)tly  followed.  As  there  was  loss  of  appetite,  with  a  sallow- 
ness  of  the  skin,  and  a  deficiency  of  bile  in  the  evacuations,  she  was  put 
upon  the  use  of  small  doses  of  blue  mass.  Her  skin  soon  became  clearer, 
and  her  appetite  and  general  health  improved,  nevertheless  the  parox- 
ysms of  gastrali):ia  continued  to  return,  though  they  were  neither  so  fre- 
quent nor  so  violent.  She  was  then  put  ujX)n  the  use  of  the  bismuth, 
and  from  that  day  to  the  present  time  ^Ae  has  had  no  return  of  the 
complaint. 

The   third  was  one  of  a  different  cliaracter.     The  subject  was  Miss 

,  of  a  rather  spare   habit,  and  about  30  years   of  age.     For  a 

long  period  she  had  been  subject  to  attacks  of  vomiting,  which  would 
continue  from  two  or  three  hours  to  as  many  days.  During  these  attacks 
the  stomach  would  be  thrown  into  the  most  violent  contraction  by  the  in- 
troduction of  the  smallest  quantity  of  even  the  blandest  fluid.  Her  skin 
was  cool  and  moist,  and  her  pulse  feeble,  thougli  not  at  all  increased  in 
frequency.  In  her  most  violent  attacks  she  was  affected  w  ith  spasn)s. 
Upon  the  subsidence  of  the  vomiting,  a  rash,  very  much  resembling  that 
of  scarlatina,  generally  appeared  upon  the  skin.  She  had  gone  through 
the  whole  catalogue  of  anodynes  and  anti-spasmodics.  In  one  paroxysm 
an  article  would  give  relief,  which  would  fail  entirely  in  tiie  next,  hut  it 
not  unfrequently  happened  that  all  failed.  The  dread  of  the  return  of 
the  vomitings  embittered  the  life  of  this  lady,  and  led  her  to  practise  an 
almost  entire  abstinence  from  all  the  common  articles  of  food,  except 
those  of  the  most  digestible  kind,  and  in  very  small  quantities.  After  a 
trial  of  various  medicines  (quinine  among  the  number),  she  was  put  u))on 
the  use  of  the  sub-nitrate  of  bismuth,  wdiich  was  continued,  with  occa- 
sional intermissions,  for  a  considerable  length  of  time.  After  discontinu- 
ing the  remedy,  she  had  a  slight  return  of  her  old  complaint,  but  with 
this  exception  she  has  remained  free  from  the  disease  to  the  present  time. 

We  are  informed  by  Dr.  Joseph  A.  Eve,  that  he  has  also  employed 
the  bismuth  in  several  cases  of  gastric  disease  of  a  painful  character, 
with  the  most   marked  benefit.     He  generally  combines  w  ith  its  use.  the 
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employment  of  small  doses  of  blue  mass.     The  iiuneury  he  discontinues 
in  a  short  time,  but  increases  the  doses  of  the  bismuth  regularly. 

Dr.  Dugcis  also  inlorms  us  that  he  has  used  it  fre(]uently,  and  with 
almost  invariable  .^u  -cess,  in  those  annoyin^^  sensations  of  oppression  or 
pain  in  the  epigasM  •  region,  so  common  with  ladit^s  of  a  delicate  consti- 
tution and  sedeniary  habits.  Jn  such  cases  he  prescribes  I'lva  or  six  grains 
to  be  taken  about  an  hour  before  each  meal,  until  relief  be  obtained,  and 
tiien  morning  and  night  for  a  few  days  longer. 

We  have  also  used  the  article  in  several  cases  of  dyspepsia,  but  have 
not  witnessed  any  very  marked  benefit  from  its  employment,  except  in 
those  instances  where  pyrosis  was  present,  in  such  cases  we  had  much 
reason  to  be  pleased  with  its  eflects. 

If  the  mode  of  action  of  bismuth  were  well  understood,  it  is  probable 
that  it  would  be  found  useful  in  other  diseases  than  those  in  which  it  is 
now  employed,  but  its  modus  operandi  is  exceedingly  obscure.  "  If  we 
endeavor  to  ascertain,"  says  Trousseau,  "  the  action  of  the  sub-nitrate  of 
bismuth,  we  will  be  much  embarrassed  ;  no  intermediate  efFect  between 
the  employment  of  the  medicine,  and  its  curative  results,  can  be  perceiv- 
ed. JNotwithslanding  the  attention  we  have  given  to  it,  we  have  not  been 
able  to  perceive  the  least  influence  on  the  general  functions.  When  an 
individual  in  good  health  takes  the  sub-nitrate  of  bismuth,  the  only  phe- 
nomenon to  be  noticed  is  constipation  ;  but  the  nervous  functions,  the 
animal  heat,  the  movements  of  the  heart,  the  urinary  and  cutaneous  se- 
cretions, are  not  influenced  in  an  appreciable  manner."  We  can,  there- 
fore, only  infer  the  nature  of  its  action,  from  the  character  of  the  de- 
rangements in  which  it  operates  beneficially.  As  these  are  characterized 
by  an  exaltation  of  the  nervous  sensibility,  the  medicine  is  supposed  by 
Trousseau  to  possess  sedative  properties,  and  to  be  also  somewhat  astrin- 
gent. Merat  and  De  Leris  rank  it  as  a  sedative,  acting  directly  on  the 
surface  to  which  it  is  applied,  and  not  as  the  opiates.  Dr.  Wood  con- 
siders it  as  tonic  and  anti-spasmodic.  We  think  that  it  is  an  error  to 
attribute  to  it  any  astringent  property.  Its  efl?ect  in  constipating  the 
bowels,  and  in  arresting  certain  diarrhoeas,  is  evidently  due  to  its  property 
of  reducing  the  nervous  sensibility. 

Considerable  fear  is  entertained  by  some,  lest  poisonous  effects  should 
follow  the  use  of  bismuth.  It  is  true,  that  when  imperfectly  prepared,  it 
may  contain  a  small  portion  of  arsenic  in  the  form  of  an  arseniate  of  bis- 
muth, and  to  the  presence  of  this  substance  must  any  ill  consequences 
be  attributed  which  may  follow  ordinary  doses,  for  when  the  sub-nitrate 
has  been  prepared  from  the  pure  metal,  precipitated  and  well  washed,  no 
danger  need  be  apprehended,  though  the  dose  should  be  carried  to  half  a 
drachm,  or  even  more.  However,  in  over  doses,  even  the  pure  sub-ni- 
trate may  produce  alarming  effects,  such  as  great  gastric  distress,  vertigo, 
drowsiness,  he. — Southern  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 


( l^'i ) 

TWO  CASKS  or  utckim:  hydatids. 

By  John  fiv  in'j,   M.D.,  of  Attics,  Indiana. 

Utkuine  liydaliils  sooin  to  have  altractod  atlcnlion  as  (;arly  as  llic  fifth  cvn- 
tiirv.  as  ail  allusion  lo  llicin  is  foimd  in  tli<!  \vrilin"'S  of  .Elliis  ;  sinrtt  whicli 
lime  iHiiui'iDUs  aulhors  have  su('f(-;siv(']y  t^iveti  a  more  brief  or  exlcnded 
d(^scnj)tioii  of  the  disease.  I  Jul  iiiilil  .Madame  Boivin  wrote,  no  full  or 
systemalic  account  was  f^iven  of  it.  And  since  the  publication  of  her 
memoir  on  the  subject,  in  18'27,  however  erroneous  .some  of  lier  opin- 
ions may  prove  to  be,  authors  seem  to  have  contentcMJ  themselves  with 
her  statements,  and  to  have  concluded  that  then?  is  little  else  to  do,  than 
*'  to  verify  and  strenii;th(Mi  her  inferences.'  Even  l^rof.  Gross,  in  his 
great  work  on  l^ithological  Anatomy,  has  a(]opted,  without  dissent,  her 
opinions 

As  we  are  yet  in  the  dark  in  reference  to  the  cause,  mode  of  develop- 
ment, and,  to  a  s^reat  extent,  the  nature  and  proper  treatment  of  the  dis- 
ease, the  following  cases  are  reported  with  a  liope  that  they  may  add 
something  to  the  amount  of  facts  already  leathered  on  the  subject.  They 
are  interesting  in  their  bearing  on  the  subject  of  the  origin  of  hydatids, 
as  it  is  a  question  of  much  forensic  im])ortance. 

1  am  led  to  believe  that  uterine  hydatids  are  much  more  common  than 
the  student  of  Dew^ees  would  suppose  ;  as  that  veteran,  in  the  course  of 
a  long  life  and  a  more  extensive  practice  in  midwifery  than  has  fallen  to 
the  lot  of  any  odier  American,  found  but  a  single  case  of  the  disease. 
I  have  had  an  account  of  several  cases,  fallinir  under  the  observation 
of  professional  acquaintances,  in  addition  to  those  here  reported.  And 
wdien  we  remember  the  amount  of  obstetrical  practice  which  is  attended  to 
by  those  who  are  too  ignorant,  or  too  careless  in  their  observations  to  no- 
tice a  case  of  the  kind,  we  may  consistently  conclude  that  many  cases 
of  uterine  hydatids  exist  widiout  being  detected  at  all. 

Case  I. — Mrs.  B.,  aged  25  years,  of  lymphatic  temperament,  light 
complexion  and  light  hair;  who  had  two  heakhy  children,  and  eiijoyed 
tolerable  good  health  until  the  summer  and  fall  of  1842,  when  she  suf- 
fered from  repeated  attacks  of  intermittent  fever  ;  observed  a  gradual 
tumefaction  of  the  abdomen,  which  led  to  the  conclusion  that  she  was 
pregnant. 

At  a  period  which  she  supposed  to  be  the  fifth  or  sixth  month  of  ges- 
tation, she  was  seized  with  labor,  and  I  was  called  to  treat  the  threaten- 
ened  miscarriage.  Before  I  arrived  there  had  been  expelled  from  the 
uterus  a  quantity  of  semi-transparent  gelatinous  fluid,  which  on  cooling 
became  more  tenacious,  until  it  was  of  the  consistency  of  the  white  of 
an  egg,  which  was  completely  filled  with  hydatids  of  all  intermediate 
sizes,  between  that  of  a  grain  of  wheat  and  a  hazel  nut,  and  numbering 
many  hundreds.  I  preserved,  for  office  inspection,  a  quart,  which  was 
about  half  the  quantity  discharged.    There  were  no  membranes  observed. 

The  labor  speedily  subsided,  and  was  attended,  at  the  time,  with  but 
little  hemorrhage  or  other  unpleasant  symptoms,  and  she  was  soon  able 
to  sit  up  most  of  her  time,  but  did  not  entirely  recover,  owing  to  a  torpid 
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condition  of  the  liver,  an  atonic  condition  of  the  stomacli,  and  an  occa- 
sional attack  of  uterine  heuiorrliai^e,  which  hist  was  <i;enerally  arrested 
by  a  decoction  of  eri^ot,  or  the  use  of  suj^ar  of  lead  and  Dover's  powder. 

Cholagogues,  alteratives  and  tonics  uere  used,  as  they  seemed  to  be 
indicated,  for  six  monrl.^  without  any  permanent  advantage,  and  the  system 
gradually  gave  way.  The  attacks  of  uterine  hemorrhage  became  more 
frequent,  more  protuse  and  more  difliculi  to  control,  until  anemia  and 
ireneral  anasarca  weie  indu'-ed.  This  decline  was  attended  with  almost 
constant  pain  in  the  iliac  region,  and  in  the  regio-puhis,  without  a  corres- 
ponding tenderness,  no  doubt  produced  by  the  hydatids  in  the  ovaries 
and  uterus.  Early  in  June,  1843,  the  flooding  became  profuse,  and  she 
sunk  into  a  deep  coma,  with  insensibility,  the  breathing  became  sterto- 
rous, and  she  died. 

Autopsy  '20  hours  after  death. — Brain  presented  a  healthy  appearance, 
except  that,  contrary  to  the  apoplectic  symptoms  of  which  she  died,  it 
partook  of  the  general  anemia,  a  case  in  illustiation  of  anemic  apoplexy. 
The  thoracic  and  abdominal  viscera  presented  nothing  worthy  of  remark 
until  the  ovaries  were  examined,  w  hich  were  enlarged  to  the  size  of  a 
quail's  egg,  and  on  being  divided  were  found  full  of  hydatids  of  various 
sizes.  Tlie  fimbriated  extremities  of  the  Fallopian  tubes  were  highly  in- 
jected with  blood,  and  of  a  bright  florid  color. 

The  uterus  was  sliijhtly  enlarged,  but  presented  a  normal  appearance 
externally.  Within  its  cavity,  near  the  middle  of  the  posterior  wall, 
there  was  a  regular  tumor  of  the  size  of  a  peach-stone,  fiom  the  centre 
of  which  a  polypus  of  gelatinous  variety,  about  the  size  of  a  ])ea,  was 
suspended  by  a  narrow  foot-stalk.  Upon  dividing  the  tumor  it  was  found 
to  contain  a  number  of  small  hydatids,  with  two  or  three  bodies  contain- 
ing all  the  characteristics  of  the  above  described  polypus.  On  making 
fiH'ther  division  of  the  posterior  parietes  of  the  uterus,  there  were  found 
embedded  in  the  substance,  four  or  five  isolated  hydatids,  which,  like  those 
expelled  by  labor,  those  found  in  the  ovaries,  and  those  of  the  tumor, 
presented  all  the  appearances  of  the  genuine  acephalocyst. 

This  is,  perhaps,  the  first  case  reported  of  a  polypus  being  attached  to 
the  side  of  the  uterus.  The  hemorrhage,  which  was  the  cause  of  the 
death,  was  not  attributable  to  the  hydatids,  but  to  the  polypus.  The  irrita- 
tion produced  by  the  hydatids  may  have  caused  a  greater  determination 
to  the  uterus,  "  ubi  irritatio  ihi  affiuxit,^^  and  this  have  increased  the 
bleeding  of  the  polypus. 

Case  II. —  Mrs.  B.,  fet.  55  years,  of  robust  constitution,  bilious  tem- 
perament, dark  complexion  and  dark  hair  ;  of  German  extraction  and  a 
native  of  Pennsylvania — had  raised  a  fiimily  of  healthy  children,  the 
youngest  of  whom  was  twelve  years  old,  when  she  observed  a  gradual 
tumefaction  of  the  abdomen,  which  excited  suspicion  that  she  had  be- 
come pregnant  in  her  old  age.  At  the  usual  age,  she  had  undergone 
"  the  change  of  life,"  and  for  a  number  of  years  had  no  sign  of  the 
catamenial  flux,  during  which  period  she  had  enjoyed  good  health. 

On  the  1st  of  August,  184  I,  I  found  her  in  moderate  labor,  with  slight 
hemorrhage.  Prescribed  a  free  use  of  acet.  plumbi  and  pulv.  Doveri, 
which  arrested  both. 
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August  i2cl.  I/il)or  nMunu'd  ;  and  wIhii  1  aiijvcd,  slic  liad  I){i(,>)i  deli- 
vered of  a  mass  of  liydalids,  in  a  jclly-likr  suhstaiioo  of  al)out  the  consis- 
tence of  tlic  coamdiini  of  Mood.  I  :illciii|>tcd  lo  picsciN c  a  (|ijantity 
as  a  spcciiiKMi,  hut  did  not  succeed.  l^'or  two  days,  small  (juantities  of 
this  matter  were  discliar^ed  at  intervals;  tlu;i(3  was  hut  lilth;  flooding, 
and  sho  speedily  recoNcrcd. 

Ahout  a  year  afterwards  she  informed  me  that  she  had  enjoyed  j^ood 
health,  and  regularly  menstruated  since  the  hydatids  werc^  discliarged. 

We  iind  Valesneri,  Desormeaux,  Mad.  l^oivin,  Prof,  (iross.  and  others, 
concurring!;  in  the  opinion  that  ut(Mine  hydatids  are  always  the  product  of 
im})reL:nation,  are  a  defeneration  of  the  j)I[icenta,  ovum  or  memhranes, 
while  Percey  saw  fit  to  acquit  "  a  young  religieuse  "  of  a  charge  of  incon- 
tinence, hy  declaring,  that  "  vesicular  moles  are  merely  hydatids."  And 
the  only  case  Dewees  found,  w  as  in  a  widow  lady,  of  good  character, 
whose  hushand  had  heen  dead  three  vears.  But  here  we  have  one  case 
in  which  hydatids  are  found  in  the  texture  of  the  uterus,  forming  a  tu- 
mor within  its  cavity,  while  a  copious  crop  were  formed  rapidly  and  dis- 
charged without  any  sign  of  ovum  or  membranes  ;  and  another  occur- 
ring at  an  age  which  is  almost  beyond  the  period  of  susceptibility  to  im- 
pregnation. 

These  cases  are  sufficiently  strong  in  opposition  to  the  theory  of  hy- 
datids of  the  uterus  being  the  result  of  impregnation,  to  justify  a  jury  in 
leaning  to  the  side  of  mercy.  For  although  the  impregnated  ovum  is 
sometimes  the  seat  of  hydatids,  as  Dr.  Atlee's  case  and  many  others 
clearly  prove,  that  fact  is  not  quite  broad  enough  to  justify  the  conclu- 
sion that  they  are  only  found  in  connection  with  it. — Illinois  Medical 
and  Surgical  Journal. 


MONOPOLY  OF   ANATOMICAL    "MATERIEL." 

[The  editor  cannot  in  every  instance  sympathize  with,  or  always  pre- 
cisely understand,  the  grievances  of  correspondents.  It  is  a  rule,  how- 
ever, in  the  management  of  the  Journal,  to  give  each  one  an  opportunity 
of  being  heard  on  all  subjects  of  a  general  medical  interest.  Articles, 
therefore,  written  in  a  proper  spirit,  from  all  respectable,  responsible 
sources,  are  freely  admitted,  even  when  not  in  accordance  with  our  own 
individual  views.  In  the  following  paper,  which  is  from  such  a  source, 
the  writer  expresses  himself  strongly,  and  is  evidently  under  the  convic- 
tion that  a  growing  spirit  of  monopoly  is  interfering  with  the  rights  of 
country  practitioners,  who  are  as  ambitious  to  keep  pace  with  the  pro- 
gress of  .science,  as  the  more  favored  residents  of  cities.  It  is  needless 
to  say  that  we  shall  cheerfully  admit  any  suitable  reply  intended  to 
show  that  the  charges  of  "  R."  are  groundless.] 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal, 

Sir, — Tliis   is,  to  a  wonderful    extent,   the  age  of  puffing.     Every- 
thing goes  by  the  steam  of  unbounded,  never-hesitating  adulation.     Cer- 
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lificates,  complimentary  letters,  valedictory  addresses,  are  all  brought  to 
bear  upon  whatever  goes  before  the  public  for  its  approval.  Id  general, 
these  and  all  other  portions  of  the  machinery  for  the  niinmfacture  ol 
popular  favor,  originate  diitrtly  or  indirectly  at  home.  And  this  is  well 
enough  while  it  is  confined  to  the  sphere  of  the  venders  of  quack  medi- 
cines or  itinerant  lecturers  upon  mesmerism — men  from  whom  we  look 
for  nothing  higher,  and  who  act  out  as  elevated  views  of  life  as  we  know 
them  to  possess.  But  when  men  in  high  stations  of  public  trust — literary 
men — chosen  to  guard  the  entrance  to  the  field  of  a  noble  profession — 
to  preside  over  the  initiatory  rites  which  are  to  admit  worthy  aspirants  to 
a  knowledge  of  holy  mysteries  in  whose  ministrations  they  are  henceforth 
to  be  participants — when  such  men,  1  say,  condescend  to  indecent  pufi- 
ing,  to  accomplish  that  which  alone  elevated  thought,  a  pure  life  and 
noble  action  should  accomplish  ;  forsaking  the  commendable  rivalry  of 
good  deeds,  the  modest  confidence  begotten  in  the  true  mind  by  great 
achievements — the  silent  though  irresistible  appeals  of  just  action — to 
cry  up  and  down  the  streets  with  a  huckster's  voice,  to  wrangle,  abuse, 
and,  dog-in-lhe-manger-like,  monopolize  that  which,  adding  nothing  really 
to  their  own  wealth,  makes  those  around  them  poor  indeed  (calling  it 
'•  honorable  effort  "^,  we  may  well  pause  and  ask  ourselves  if  the  high  seats 
of  learning,  the  altars  of  religion,  the  ministrations  of  an  universal  Be- 
nevolence, must  attract  attention  like  Day  &i  Martin's  blacking  or  Bran- 
dreth's  pills — by  puffing. 

1  have  been  led  to  these  remarks,  Mr.  Editor,  from  having  read  an  ad- 
dress delivered  as  valedictory  in  the  Medical  Department  of  the  Univer- 
sity of  New  York.  There  have  been  many,  who,  looking  upon  the  estab- 
lishment of  this  school  in  the  great  centre  of  commerce  and  trade,  where 
"  most  do  congregate  "  men  from  all  parts  of  our  own  country,  from  all 
countries  and  for  all  purposes,  have  imagined  that  this  fact  alone,  cceteris 
paribus,  would  give  to  the  University  School  a  prominence  before  the 
public.  Add  to  this,  the  many  splendid  city  and  private  charities  that 
are  an  honor  to  New  York,  also  the  weight  of  character  and  extensive 
reputation  of  some  of  its  instructers,  and  who  would  not  expect  success 
for  such  an  establishment,  when  supported  only  by  its  own  intrinsic 
merits,  and  urged  onwards  only  by  the  efforts  of  an  honorable  rivalry. 
But  no  one,  Mr.  Editor,  I  fancy,  anticipated  the  course  that  has  been 
pui-sued  by  the  managers  of  that  school.  No  one  anticipated  their  in- 
sane ambition,  or  the  reckless  (perhaps  I  ought  to  say  "  honorable  ") 
measures  they  would  take  to  accomplish  their  objects.  And  what  is  the 
principal  object  after  which  their  ambition  reaches  ?  Why,  after  coolly 
telling  us  that  his  associates  were  selected  from  among  all  the  medical 
men  of  the  country  as  those  that  stood  pre-eminent  and  remarkably  cal- 
culated to  draw  the  eyes  of  the  world  after  them,  and  having  waited 
a  moment  to  hold  up,  quite  modestly,  his  own  features  to  be  bathed  in 
this  reflective  praise — in  manner  saying,  if  these  are  such  wonderful  men, 
what  must  the  unnamed  one  be  to  be  associated  with  them — Prof.  Bed- 
ford gravely  announces  the  end  for  which  himself  and  his  associates  are 
laboring — •'•  The  creation  of  a  National  Medical  School  ivliich  shall  meet 
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the  wants  of  the  profession  and  confer  honor  on  the  countnjy  To  civ- 
ate  II  national  iiuMlical  scliool !  To  makt;  New  York  u  Paris  in  riicdi- 
cino !  UiH|ii(*s(ion;il)ly  iIum'c  arc  many  reasons  why  medical  schools 
situated  in  our  hiiL;e  ciiies  shouhl  ahsorh  the  i;i-eal  majority  ol  aspirants 
afte'r  meiheal  piivileges  and  honors.  Hut  it  would  pu/zh*  the  aeulest 
yankee  of  iheui  all  to  imagine  one  why  a  school  at  New  York  should 
swallow  u[)  those  at  l^hiladelphia,  Haltimon*,  Cincinnati,  J^oslon,  i^c, 
pcrha[)s  as  "  national'^  and  certainly  an  honor  to  Am(Mi(;a.  As  it  lite- 
rature and  science  invariahly  herded  with  tlu;  lar^i'st  sellers  of  iion  and 
molasses.  As  if  there  was  any  necessary  connection  hetween  the  ^noves 
of  Academus  and  a  successfid  shaving  house  in  Wall  street — or  money  in 
the  stocks  would  make  a  h^arned  and  instructive  ohstclrician.  But  \\  hen 
the  professors  of  the  University  School  can  mak(3  INew  York  to  America, 
in  science  and  art,  what  Paris  is  to  France — the  one  place  of  the  whoh; 
country — I  might  say,  without  exaggeration,  of  the  world — when  ihey 
can  gather  there  all  that  is  heautiful  in  art,  all  that  is  valuable  in  science 
— when  they  can  so  tame  the  hitherto  uncontrollable  energies  of  a  free 
people,  among  whom  intelligence  is  extensively  diffused,  that  they  will 
permit  a  king  to  be  put  over  tliem  in  politics — then  may  they  hope  to 
play  the  autocrat  in  medicine. 

But  I  wish  to  call  the  attention  of  your  readers  to  one  fact  (one,  I 
suppose.  Prof.  Bedford  would  call  a  legitimate  efibrt).  It  is  this,  that 
the  professors  of  the  University  School  are  determined  to  rise  on  the 
ruins  of  other  schools.  It  has  been,  I  suppose,  a  well-known  fact,  that 
nearly  if  not  quite  all  the  "  materiel  "  for  the  study  of  practical  anatomy 
in  New  England,  has  been  supplied  from  the  more  southern  cities,  a  large 
part  of  the  supply  having  come  from  New  York.  This  arrangement,  while 
it  has  facilitated  the  attainment  of  knowledge,  has  quieted  the  minds  of 
people  in  tiie  country  in  regard  to  dissection.  Every  one  tliat  has  made 
an  effort  to  procure  "  inateriel "  for  dissection,  the  past  winter — those, 
at  least,  who  have  hitherto  depended  on  New  York — is  aware  how  great 
has  been  the  difficulty.  But  does  every  one  know  to  what  origin  to  at- 
tribute diis  difficulty  ?  Prof.  Bedford,  in  speaking  of  dissections  at  the 
University  School,  says — *'  1  allude  to  the  extraordinary  facilities  for  dis- 
section. The  materiel  is  abundant  and  cheap,  and  you  will  be  some- 
what surprised  when  I  assure  you  that  New  York  has  formerly  supplied 
almost  all  the  medical  schools  north  of  the  Potomac — but  so  enormous 
was  this  traffic  in  dead  bodies,  and  so  gross  the  abuses  connected  with  it, 
that  the  municipal  authorities  have  becotne  vigilant  and  put  an  end  to  the 
disreputable  trade."  This  sounds  well — noble.  It  is  refreshing  to  hear 
one,  who  is  conversant  with  the  soul-hardening  mysteries  of  daily  city 
practice,  descant  with  an  overflow  of  all  the  beautiful  sympathies  of  our 
nature,  upon  the  "abuse''  of  this  "enormous  traflic  in  dead  bodies," 
with  all  the  freshness  of  a  milkmaid  upon  a  country  farm.  '  Tis  plea- 
sant to  know  that  he  pays  tithes  even  of  mint,  anise  and  cummin,  albeit 
he  does  forget  the  weightier  matters  of  the  law.  But  I  must  confess  that 
it  is  a  little  amusing,  if  not  a  trifle  absurd,  to  hear  a  professor  in  one  of 
our  largest  schools  of  medicine  boast  of  the  abundance  of  the  materiei 
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for  dissection  in  the  market  for  students  at  that  school,  and  the  cheap- 
ness of  tlie  price  at  \s  hicli  it  is  to  be  houi^ht  by  sludenla  at  that  s<;liool, 
in  one  hne ;  and  in  the  next,  as  regards  the  supply  of  country  j)hysicians 
and  country  scliools,  cry  out  against  the  '*  abuses  "  of  this  '•  enormous 
trajfic  in  dead  bodies,^' 

What  iiiij^lity  ditFereiice  can  there  be 
"Twixl  iweedic-dum  and  iwccdle-dee  I 

And  what  a  pious  gratitude  does  he  express  in  the  discriminating  vigi- 
lance ol  tl)e  ujunicipal  autiiorilies  !  To  be  sure  the  prevention  of  any 
sale  for  the  ''  niateriel"  in  the  country,  gluts  the  city  market,  making  it 
'•  abundant  and  cheap  "  at  the  University  School  ;  but  that  cannot  be  of 
any  interest  to  the  generous  and  unselfish  men  who  are  laboring;  to  estab- 
lish an  American  School  of  Medicine, 

But   whence  originated    this   vigilance   of  the  municipal   authorities  ? 
How  came  it  to  be  so  discreet  in  its   attention,  that  provided  nothing  left 
the  city  boundaries,  the  carcasses  of  men  may  almost  be  hawked  about 
the  streets  as   pedlar's   wares,  and   the  great   abundance   boastfully  held 
out  as  an  altraclion  to  students?     I  think   1   can  give   a    hint,  not  neces- 
sary to  your  city  readers,  but   throwing  light  upon  the  jnatter  to   those 
physicians  in  the  country  who  have  been  endeavoring  to  elevate  the  stan- 
dard of  medical   education   in   the  country  among  young   aspirants  for 
medical  honors,  wijose  pecuniary  means   forbid  them  to  seek  the  advan- 
tages of  tile  city   schools.     Is  it  truly  aut  C<esar,  aut  nihil  I     And  here 
let  me  ask  Professor  Bedford,  which   would  be  most  consonant   with  re- 
publican institutions,  that  we  should   have  a  few  manniioth  schools  locat- 
ed in  the  large  cities,  or  schools  of  correct   principles,  inculcated  by  able 
and  efficient   men,  within   reach  of  all.     Would    the   man   strike  down 
Harvard.  Yale,  Dartmouth,  Brown,  Geneva,  Amherst,  Bowdoin,  and  a 
host  of  other  collegiate   institutions,  and  force  the  aspirant  for  knowledge 
to  the  JNevv  York   University?     Ay,  that  he  would,  could  the  professors 
buy  them  up,  or  hire  the   New    York  Municipal  Authorities   to  extend 
their  benign  influences  over  this  large  and  benighted  region.     But  whence 
arose  the  vigilance  of  the  municipal   authorities  with  regard  to  this  "  dis- 
reputable trade  " — disreputable  only,  it  would  seem,  where  the  "  materiel  " 
passes  into  hands  showing  some   evidence  of  rusticity  ?     It  originated  in 
the  efforts — "  honorable,^^  "  legitimate  '' — of  these  same  University  Pro- 
fessors.    It  will  be   remembered  by  more   tlian   one  man  within  the  four 
years  that  this  school   has   been   in   operation,  that  the   professors  have 
Loasted  that  they  would  put  a  stop  to  the  supply  of  material  for  dissec- 
tion in  the  country,  and  destroy  the  country  schools.     As  Prof.  Pattison 
once  said  to  a  friend   of  mine,  who,  although   he  has   never  crowded  bis 
name,  by  the  assistance  of  an   American   printer,  upon   the  title-page  of 
any  foreign  book,  "  marring  its  fair  proportions,"  is  nevertheless  a  popu- 
lar lecturer  in   two  schools  of  medicine — "  fVe  are  determined  to  break 
up  your  country  schools,  and  oblige  all  who  wish  to  dissect  to  come  to  the 
city  to  do  it."     Another  friend    (if  he  will  grant   me  the  privilege  of  so 
calling  him),  a  devoted  student   of  the   deeper  philosophy  of  his   profes- 
sion, writing  from  the  city  of  New  York,  savs — "  We  owe  this  (the  diffi- 
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rully  of  which  I  Ikiv(^  hvv.n  spcalviiiLi)  to  the  wisdom  of  the  University 
(new)  Mcdir.il  S/hool,  th(^  professors  of  which,  justly  enouj^li  distrust- 
iniijj  iic.,  h;ivc  coiu-civcd  the  idea  of  coinpcllini;  every  sludont  and  phy- 
cian  who  wislies  lo  dissert,  to  ronu;  to  lh(3  city."  From  these  facts,  your 
readers  in  the  country  will  see  to  whom  they  owe  it  that  the  municipal 
authorities  have  become  watchful.  And  watchfid  for  what  ?  to  'prevent 
tlu;  iradio  in  dead  hodies  ?  Oh  no  !  hut  to  enahle  tlio  University  School 
to  monop()li/,(3  the  trade.  To  prevent  the  desecration  of  the  city  hurial 
grounds  ?  J^y  no  means — only  to  enahle  the  University  professors  to 
reap  all  the  benefit  from  the  "  disreputable  traflic."  For  by  Frof.  I^ed- 
ford's  own  statement,  the  home  market  is  glutted. 

The  effort — so  ''  honorable''  so  "  legitimate" — is,  then — simply  and 
divested  of  all  hunibug — in  the  first  place  to  prevent  the  schools  of  medi- 
cine in  the  country  obtaining  a  supply  for  anatomical  demonstration,  and 
in  that  way  break  them  down,  building  up  the  glorious  superstructure  of 
a  ''  Notional  Medical  School "  on  their  ruins.  A  truly  noble,  philan- 
thropic and  American  idea !  And,  secondly,  to  oblige  physicians  in  the 
country,  who  wish  to  keep  up  a  knowledge  of  their  profession  and 
make  advances  in  it,  to  resort  every  year  or  two  to  the  Medical  School 
of  the  University  of  New  York — leaving  their  business  for  months,  and 
incurring  what  to  many  would  be  an  injurious  expense,  to  get  an  advan- 
tage which  they  could  have  each  one  in  his  own  office,  till  the  magnificent 
conception  arose  in  the  minds  of  the  self-sacrificing  and  benevolent  pro- 
fessors of  the  New  York  University,  '•'  To  create  a  National  Medical 
School  which  shall  meet  the  wants  of  the  profession  and  confer  honor  on 
the  country. '' 

I  have  already  written  at  too  great  length,  but  cannot  close  without 
asking  physicians  in  New  England  whether  they  can  consistently  do  any- 
thing, directly  or  indirectly,  to  uphold  an  institution,  the  managers  of 
which  would  dry  up  every  other  fountain  of  medical  knowledge,  and 
compel  all  to  resort  to  them.  1  would  appeal,  too,  to  medical  students, 
whether,  for  the  sake  of  one  or  two  or  three  "  cheap  "  subjects,  wdiile 
pursuing  their  professional  studies,  they  will  assist  in  sustaining  such  an 
iniquitous  project — one  ruinous  of  everything  valuable  in  the  diffiusion  of 
correct  medical  principles,  and  beneficial  only  to  the  pockets  of  the  phi- 
lanthropic men  that  originated  it,  and  the  evil  of  which  they  will  feel 
equally  with  others,  when  from  "  our  pupils  "  they  come  to  be  "  our 
peers."  R. 


ARTIFICIAL   PETRIFACTION-EXPERIMENTS. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Dear  Sir, — Having  attempted  to  petrify  animal  substances,  and  with 
partial  success,  I  have  been  induced  to  make  die  process  known  by 
which  they  were  changed  from  their  semi-solid  into  a  solid  mineral  state, 
by  a  substitution  of  particles,  hoping  that  some  pei-son,  possessing  greater 
chemical  facilities,  [iiay  be  enabled  lo  perfect  the  process,  and  restore  to 
the  world  a  novel  and  useful  art. 
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My  first  attempt  was  made  without  the  aid  of.a|)[)ai-atus,  and  my  only 
guide  in  conducting  the  experiment  was  the  clue  furnished  by  an  exami- 
nation of  tile  chemical  constituents  of  a  piece  of  earth  said  to  possess 
the  power  of  petrifyim^  ;  which  had  evidently  entering  into  its  coni[)osi- 
tion  tiie  sulphate  of  iron  and  the  nitrate  of  potash,  and  a  portion  of  lime, 
the  exact  character  of  which  I  could  not  determine.  Acting  in  accord- 
ance with  the  indications  [iresented,  a  piece  of  pork  was  introduced  into 
a  saturated  solution  of  the  nitrate  of  potash,  at  the  temperature  of  21'2 
degrees.  After  remaining  in  it  for  ten  or  fifteen  minutes,  it  was  removed 
and  thrown  into  a  saturated  solution  of  the  chloride  of  lime,  and  from 
that  into  a  solution  of  copperas,  where  it  remained  for  several  days,  and 
when  removed  it  was  exposed  to  the  heat  of  the  sun.  As  evaporation 
progressed,  a  gradual  hardening  became  apparent  ;  parts  of  the  substance, 
perfectly  dry,  when  cut  caused  a  sensation  similar  to  that  produced  by 
the  cutting  of  stone,  and  the  fracture  presented  many  of  the  peculiarities 
of  stone,  although  the  tibrous  character  of  the  meat  was  present. 

Some  months  after  the  above  experiment  was  made,  1  observed,  in  the 
report  of  Mr.  Ellsworth,  a  process  by  which  wood  was  converted  into  a 
substance  possessing  some  of  the  constituent  properties  of  iron  and  stone  ; 
and  it  occurred  to  me  that  the  apparatus  made  use  of,  and  the  course 
adopted,  might  produce,  with  other  aids,  the  same  effect  upon  animal 
substances,  as  they  were  traversed  in  a  similar  manner  with  pores,  al- 
though the  natural  fluids  differed  in  chemical  attributes.  In  accordance 
with  the  views  presented,  I  procured  an  air-pump,  and  placed  beneath 
the  receiver  a  piece  of  meat  which  had  been  subjected  to  the  combined 
influence  of  a  weak  solution  of  caustic  potash,  and  lime,  and  after  ex- 
hausting the  air  in  the  receiver,  a  solution  of  the  sulphate  of  iron  was  in- 
jected into  the  substance  of  the  meat  from  a  syringe  which  had  been 
previously  introduced  into  the  orifice  at  the  top  of  the  receiver,  and  con- 
nected with  the  meat  by  a  silver  tube  which  was  introduced  into  its  sub- 
stance, and  made  fast  by  a  cord  passing  around  the  portion  enclosing  the 
tube.  There  was  but  a  partial  infiltration  from  the  injection,  from  the 
imperfect  exhaustion  of  the  air  around  it ;  but  from  an  exposure  of  the 
meat  for  several  days  to  the  action  of  the  sun  and  air  it  became  hard 
and  free  from  smell,  and  possessed  many  of  the  attributes  of  stone,  al- 
though the  surface  denoted  the  presence  of  iron,  its  color  being  of  a  rusty 
black.  Yours,  respectfully, 

South  Reading,  Mass.,  July  Sd,  1845.  E.  R.  Smilie. 

Note. — Dr.  Smilie  has  recendy  established  himself  at  Northampton, 
Mass.,  where,  or  through  the  medium  of  this  Journal,  those  engaged  in 
similar  experiments,  of  such  great  interest  to  science,  can  address  him. 
— Ed. 


DENTISTRY. 

ICommunlcated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

In  almost  every  department  of  life  talent  vies  with  talent  in  the  discovery 
and  improvement  of  those  things  which  tend  to  ameliorate  the  condition 
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of  man.  i\I(mi  of  Inst-ratc^  talents,  improved  by  ediiratioii,  an;  indofati- 
i,^al)l(^  ill  their  laiidahle  endeavors  to  d(;vt;i()|)e  new  irnlhs  in  i^eolo^y,  as- 
tronomy and  mechanics.  Yet  they  have  neglected  loo  much  the  anatomy 
and  pliysioloi^y  of  tlieir  own  systems.  We  have,  howctver,  been  hi^dily 
gratified  to  see,  of  late,  praisewortliy  ellbrts  in  operation  to  erii^^hten  the 
public  on  those  laws  which  govern  the  consliliui(;n  of  man,  and  the  im- 
portance of  obeying  them.  The  benefit  of  this  knowledge  is  already  be- 
ginning to  be  felt  by  the  better-informed  portion  of  the  community.  IMy 
object  in  this  article  is  principally  to  call  the  attention  of  the  [)rofession 
to  the  subject  of  the  teeth — a  subject  which  has  been  too  much  neglect- 
ed. What,  indeed,  can  be  the  reason  that  more  attention  has  not  been 
paid  by  physicians  to  this  brancdi  of  surgery,  or  that  it  should  be  viewed 
as  of  second  oi  third  rate  importance,  if  regarded  at  all  ?  It  is  true  that 
most  physicians  in  the  country  are  armed  with  a  turnkey  for  the  relief  of 
toothache,  and  when  a  raiiinir  tooth  can  be  borne  no  loniier,  it  is  twisted 
out  without  ceremony,  as  though  it  was  a  matter  that,  of  all  others,  least 
concerned  the  physician.  1  know  there  are  some  who  are  in  possession  of 
the  improved  instruments  for  extracting,  and  there  are  a  few  who  attempt 
to  preserve  the  teeth  by  filling,  and  supply  artificial  ones  when  the  natural 
teeth  are  gone.  Yet  operations  on  the  teeth  are  regarded  by  many  of 
the  profession  as  unworthy  of  belonging  to  the  practice  of  medicine  and 
surgery.  I  see  no  good  reason  for  this  state  of  things.  When  we  reflect 
that  the  extreme  suffering  caused  by  toothache  alone  is  greater,  probably, 
than  that  from  all  other  aches  and  pains  combined,  we  should  not  hesitate 
to  prepare  ourselves  to  act  in  this  department.  I  will  venture  to  assert 
that  a  majority  of  the  profession  are  not  prepared  with  instruments  to 
perform  capital  operations  in  surgery  ;  yet  no  school  allows  a  member 
to  graduate  unless  he  is  qualified  in  this  respect.  No  objection  is  made, 
either,  if  a  physician  spends  half  his  time  in  cultivating  his  farm  ;  and 
I  must  confess  I  cannot  see  how  it  would  derange  his  professional  busi- 
ness more  if  he  should  devote  a  portion  of  his  time  to  keeping  the  teeth 
of  his  patrons  in  repair.  If  the  profession  was  educated  for  this  depart- 
ment and  would  act  in  it,  they  would  do  that  business  well,  which  is  now 
done  by  a  set  of  travelling  impostors,  who,  instead  of  doing  good,  almost 
invariably  spoil  nature's  work.  It  is  very  important  for  every  physician 
to  know  the  effects  on  the  animal  economy,  of  diseased  teeth,  and  the 
loss  of  them.  But  this  is  not  well  understood.  If  a  man  has  lost  his 
teeth  entirely,  he  cannot  enjoy  so  good  health  as  though  his  teeth  were 
perfect,  nor  can  he  expect  to  live  so  long.  The  food  being  imperfectly 
masticated,  there  is  an  additional  amount  of  labor  imposed  on  the  stomach, 
and  this  superabundance  of  w^ork  will  occasion  derangement  which  must 
react  on  the  whole  system.  The  stoiTiach,  like  the  main-spring  of  a  watch, 
when  impaired,  affects  the  whole  machinery.  INIany  people  at  the  pre- 
sent period  think  much  of  having  a  pure  atmosphere  to  live  in,  and  are 
at  great  pains  to  secure  this  ;  when  at  the  same  time  they  cany  about 
with  them  half  a  dozen  rotten  teeth,  contaminating  every  particle  of  at- 
mosphere they  inhale.  When  we  consider  the  additional  consequences 
of  neglecting  the  teeth,  viz.,  the  pain  of  extracting,  their  loss  in  eating, 
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speakintr  and  ii^ivine^  expression  to  the  (dce,  we  have  a  host  of  evils,  any 
one  of  vsliich  should  call  into  action  all  the  talent  in  the  profession. 

The  views  I  have  advanced  on  this  subject  will  better  apply  to  coun- 
try practitioners,  than  to  those  in  cities  and  lari,^e  towns.  1  will  say,  finally, 
that  I  consiiler  it  creditable  to  the  Editor  of  this  Journal  that  he  has 
nianifesled  so  much  interest  in  the  progress  of  dental  science. 

No.  9  f^yinter  Street,  Boston.  John  Clough. 


HARE-LIP  IN   THE    NEGRO. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal, 

Sir, — 1  notice  in  your  last  No.  an  extract  from  the  Western  Lancet,  in 
which  the  inquiry  is  made,  "  Is  the  negro  subject  to  hare-lip  ?"  with  a 
statement  from  the  editor  of  that  Journal,  that,  as  far  as  his  observation 
extends,  although  the  deformity  forces  itself  upon  us  very  frequently,  it 
is  exclusively  confined  to  the  whites,"  and  asks  if  there  is  a  philosophical 
reason  for  the  difference. 

The  question  of  philosophy  can  be  answered  by  the  fact  that  the  dif- 
ference does  not  exist.  The  African  race  is  not  exempt  from  that  un- 
fortunate deformity.  1  have  myself  witnessed  more  than  one  instance 
of  its  existence  in  the  black,  and  recollect  of  having  seen,  a  few  years 
since,  in  the  town  of  Paris,  Oxford  County,  Me.,  a  negro  by  the  name 
of  Hector  Fuller,  who  had  the  misfortune  of  double  hare-lip.  1  have  the 
impression  that  instances  of  this  kind  are  not  very  rare. — Since  writing 
the  above,  a  member  of  my  family  infornis  me,  that  when  passing  from 
Boston  to  Portland,  six  or  eight  years  ago,  she  met,  on  the  deck  of  the 
steamer,  a  black  man  very  badly  deformed  by  double  hare-lip,  who,  to  use 
her  own  expression,  was  the  most  horrid-looking  creature  she  had  ever  seen. 
Wrentham,  July  5,  1845.  1  am,  Sir,  your  ob't  serv't, 

W.    W.  COMSTOCK. 
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Sickness  and  Death  of  Gen.  Jackson. — In  the  Christian  Observer  has 
been  published  a  letter  written  to  Mr.  Blair,  by  J.  N.  Essehnen,  M.D., 
the  family  physician  of  Gen.  Jackson,  from  which  an  extract  is  inserted 
below.  It  contains  most  of  the  facts  which  a  physician  would  be  solicit- 
ous to  know  reorardinor  the   immediate  cause   of  the  death  of  a  man  who 

.         ®         .  .  .  /. 

belongs  to  the  history  of  his  country.  Other  interesting  points  are  refer- 
red to  in  the  letter,  which  we  are  obliged  to  omit,  illustrative  of  the  char- 
acter and  feelings  of  Gen.  Jackson  in  the  solemn  hour  of  death.  One 
year  ago  the  present  month,  we  had  the  satisfaction  of  paying  our  respects 
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to  him  at  tlu'  1  rrrmit;i<:o.  'V\w  courtesy  witli  wliicli  Ik;  rcrcivod  stranrrors, 
and  the  kindness  ami  liospilalil v  wliicli  lie  showed  those  who  visited  liitn, 
were  not  hickinu^  on  llic  occasion  ol'  onr  \isit.  In  the  conrse  of  an  a^rrec- 
ahle  interviiMv,  the  (i(MK'ral  remarked  that  lio  snilered  severely  from  hc- 
inorrha<^e  of  the  Inn^s,  of  late,  and  that  his  oidy  relief  was  from  copious 
venosections.  Such  frc(inent  de|)letions  had  (^rreatly  reduced  him,  x)  that 
he  conid  not  stand  n|)on  his  feet,  hnt  was  moved  from  one  s(;at  to  an- 
other hy  assi>taiits,  II(;  was  exceedinfriy  (Mnaciated,  yet  he  sj)ol<e  witli 
his  accustomed  energy  on  sii!)jccts  wiiich  he  considered  of  national  irrpor- 
tance,  and  hy  no  means,  while  reasonini^  in  his  own  peculiar  wav,  appear- 
ed so  near  the  grave  as  lie  assured  us  he  considered  liimself  to  he. — The 
following  is  the  quotation  ahove  referred  to. 

"  I  have  heen  fre(]uently  in  his  family,  as  pliysician,  for  several  years 
past  ;  and  on  my  return  home  from  the  east,  in  April,  I  visited  him  in 
company  with  his  j)artie.nlar  friend.  Gen.  Robert  Armstrong.  We  found 
liim  very  feeble,  laboring  under  a  dropsical  affection — particularly  that 
form  of  dropsy  known  as  anasarca.  He  informed  me  he  had  suffered 
much  bodily  pain,  in  consequence  of  the  great  effusion  or  swollen  condi- 
tion of  his  extremities.  The  cough,  which  had  harassed  him  so  much 
for  years,  had  nearly  or  quite  loft  him  ;  but  his  difficulty  of  breathing  ap- 
peared to  be  increased. 

**  The  remedies  appeared  at  first  to  afford  him  considerable  relief,  as  it 
respected  his  dropsical  condition  ;  but  his  system  had  been  so  undermin- 
ed by  previous  disease,  that  tnedicine  seemed  to  have  lost  its  impression 
or  effect.  The  dropsical  effusion  returned,  and  1  was  requested  to  visit 
Iiim  on  the  1st  of  this  instant,  and  found  him  sufferinof  excessively  from 
the  distension  occasioned  by  the  accumulation  of  water.  I  immediately 
lapped  him,  and  drew  off  a  very  considerable  quantity  of  water,  which 
afforded  him  immediate  relief  He  took  an  anodyne  at  night,  and  inform- 
ed me,  the  next  morning,  that  he  had  passed  a  better  night  than  he  had 
done  for  the  last  six  months. 

"  Drs.  Robertson  and  Waters  were  in  consultation  the  next  mornincr. 
We  agreed  on  the  prescription,  which  was  administered,  and  which  gave 
him  temporary  relief.  This  was  all  we  could  expect  to  obtain,  consider- 
incr  his  situation.  I  was  sent  for  aorain  on  Saturday,  the  7th  inst.  The 
messenger  informed  me  that  the  General  was  much  worse.  I  hastened  to 
the  Hermitage,  and  found  him  very  much  exhausted.  He  had  great  diffi- 
culty in  respiration,  in  consequence  of  an  accumulation  of  water  in  his 
chest.  He  requested  I  should  remain  with  him,  as  he  was  well  aware  that  his 
dissolution  was  near  at  hand.  He  took  an  anodyne  and  expectorant,  and 
appeared  to  pass  the  first  part  of  the  night  tolerably  comfortable.  He 
had  not  been  able  to  lie  down  for  the  last  six  months.  He  had  to  be  prop- 
ped up  in  his  bed  at  night,  and  in  his  arm  chair  during  the  day. 

"  On  Sunday  morning,  the  8th  inst.  (the  day  on  which  he  died),  on  en- 
tering his  room,  I  found  him  sitting  in  his  arm  chair,  with  his  two  faithful 
servants,  George  and  Dick,  by  his  siile,  who  had  just  removed  him  from 
his  bed.  I  immediately  perceived  that  the  hand  of  death  was  upon  him. 
I  informed  his  son  that  he  could  survive  but  a  few  hours  ;  and  he  imme- 
diately despatched  a  servant  for  Major  William  B.  Lewis,  the  General's 
devoted  friend.  Mr.  Jackson  informed  me  that  it  was  the  General's  re- 
quest that,  in  case   he  grew   worse,  or   was   thought  to  be  near  his  death, 
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Major  Lewis  slioultl  be  sent  lor,  as  he  vvislied  him  to  be  near  liim  m  liis 
last  inoineiits.  He  wus  instantly  removed  to  his  bed  ;  but  before  he  could 
be  placed  there,  he  had  swooned  away. 

"  His  family  and  servants,  believing  him  to  be  dead,  were  veiy  much 
alarmed,  and  manifested  the  most  intense  grief ;  however,  in  a  few  seconds, 
re-action  took  place,  and  he  became  conscious,       *       *      *     ♦     #     # 

**  Major  Lewis  arrived  about  2  o'clock.  The  General  appeared  to 
know  him  when  he  spoke  to  him.  As  I  before  stated,  the  G(uieral  had 
to  be  propped  up  in  his  bed,  and  Major  Lewis  supported  his  head  until  he 
breathed  his  last,  which  was  precisely  at  six  o'clock." 


Archccolugical  Science  in  America. — At  Richmond,  Virginia,  is  pub- 
lished the  Southern  Literary  Mrssenfrer,  a  literary  periodical  of  decided 
merit,  which  should  have  a  more  general  circulation  in  New  England,  as 
it  is  constantly  ditfusing  tiiat  sort  of  knowledge  which  is  always  coveted 
at  the  North.  But  without  enlarging  upon  the  claims  of  the  work,  it  is 
our  particular  object,  in  this  note,  to  direct  the  attention  of  our  own  pro- 
fession to  an  article  in  the  No.  for  July,  entitled  "  A  Sketch  of  the  Pro- 
irress  of  Arrhd'ulniiiccil  Science  in  America,  by  the  editor,"  B  B.  Miner, 
Esq.  That  old  mooted  question  precedes  the  paper — "  Who  reads  an 
American  hook  ?"  Without  any  extraordinary  effort,  it  is  there  shown 
that  the  learned  of  Europe  are  almost  wholly  indebted  to  the  United  States 
for  all  they  know  of  the  progress  of  ethnography.  Its  exciting  develop- 
ments, which  have  already  determined  points  of  great  historical  import- 
ance, address  themselves  to  the  intelligence  of  the  age  in  all  countries, 
and  however  unwilling  a  forei<rner  may  be  to  consult  an  author  of  the 
new  world,  those  who  would  have  the  truth  and  nothing  but  the  truth  in 
this  captivating  department  of  human  knowledge,  must  look  to  the  United 
States.  We  are  reluctantly  compelled  to  condense  our  views  on  this 
topic,  to  a  mere  paragraph,  with  a  disposition  to  extend  them  over  half  a 
dozen  pages.  Yet  within  these  confined  limits,  we  cannot  refrain  from 
holding  up  the  name  of  Dr.  Morton,  of  Philadelphia,  to  those  who  feel  an 
honest  ])ride  in  a  knowledge  of  the  fact,  that  he  has  given  eclat  to  our 
country  by  his  researches  in  ethnographical  science,  which  will  hereafter 
put  a  stop  to  the  taunting  inquiry  already  quoted. 

Dr.  Pickering,  the  naturalist,  who  accompanied  the  exploring  expedi- 
tion, has  recently  returned  from  Egypt,  Arabia,  Zanzibar  and  Bombay, 
laden  with  discoveries.  He  explored  the  natural  history  of  the  Valley  of 
the  Nile,  says  Mr.  Miner,  and  a  rich  entertainment  from  him  may  soon 
be  anticipated  from  that  source.  But  we  cannot  enlarge  further  than  to 
say  that  tlie  enterprise  of  two  physicians,  natives  of  the  United  States,  has 
done  and  is  now  doing  more  for  the  science  of  ethnography,  than  has  been 
achieved  by  all  the  savans  of  the  old  world,  in  the  last  hundred  years. 


Milk  in  Cities. — That  the  health  of  children,  and  probably  of  adults, 
too,  is  very  much  influenced  by  the  quality  of  the  milk  they  are  habitually 
using,  is  generally  admitted.  It  happens,  too  frequently,  that  some  fami- 
lies not  only  have  milk  of  a  poor  quality,  but  it  is  actually  made  worse  by 
being  adulterated  with  bad  water.  Impositions  of  the  grossest  kind  have 
been  practised  by  milkmen  on  the  inhabitants   of  cities,  in   Europe,  from 
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remote  ami(iiiity,  and  some  of  iheir  tricks  are  j)retly  well  understor)d  in 
st)nie  places  in  this  lieinis|)here.  W'c.  may  con^rratulate  ourselves,  in  Bos- 
ton, upon  l)ein;ir  free  from  many  frauds  of  that  class  of  dealers,  owinj(  to  the 
competition  in  iIk;  trade,  favored  !)y  a  ra|)id  and  extensive^  intercourse  with 
n  rich  rauLji^  of  atrricultural  towns  in  the  neiirjihorliood.  Notwiliistanding 
the  facilities  for  collectin<r  jrood  milk,  there  are  many  little  meannesses 
practised  hy  the  city  distrihutors,  which  should  not  he  lamely  overlooked 
when  detected.  A  common  morle  of  cheafinir,  is  to  dilute  it  with  water. 
It  would  be  econc^mical  lor  hotels,  lar<re  boardin^r  (;stat)Iishments  and  pub- 
lic institutions,  where  many  gallons  are  daily  taken,  to  be  |)rovided  with 
a  lactometer — an  instrument  that  would  instantly  expose  the  least  dishon- 
esty in  the  (]ualiiy.  A  vigilance  of  that  kind  would  keep  incipient  milk 
ro<rnes  in  check. 

But  it  is  all  important  that  the  milk  used  in  families  of  children,  should 
be  from  cows  that  are  free  from  disease,  well  Cca],  and,  if  possible,  kept  in 
upland  pastures  in  the  grazing  season.  Low,  marshy  grounds  are  un- 
favorable to  the  best  condition  of  milch  cows.  The  milk,  therefore, 
which  comes  to  the  city  on  the  line  of  the  Worcester  and  Fitchburg  rail- 
roads, twenty  and  thirty  miles  in  the  interior,  we  esteem  of  a  superior 
quality,  and  it  is  probable  that  the  lactometer  would  show  it  to  be  so. 
Milk  from  cows  fed  on  distillery  swill,  the  garbage  of  taverns,  &lc.,  is 
always  inferior  ;  and  besides,  the  animals  are  as  far  from  the  standard  of 
robust  health,  as  the  sickly  tenant  of  a  city  lane  is  from  the  fully  develop- 
ed youth  of  a  country  village. 

We  were  led  to  these  reflections  in  consequence  of  being  informed  that 
the  Shirley  Shakers  are  about  sending  large  quantities  of  milk  from  their 
dairies,  the  richest  in  Massachusetts,  to  this  city  every  morning.  They 
are  an  honest  people — and  those  who  are  so  fortunate  as  to  get  milk  from 
them  before  it  falls  into  second  hands,  will  be  sure  of  having  it  of  the 
very  first  quality.  The  Westboro'  company,  by  the  integrity  and  prompt- 
ness of  their  agents,  have  been  the  means  of  supplying  our  citizens  with 
large  quantities  of  milk  at  a  reasonable  price,  which  is  really  ichita,  and 
therefore  quite  an  object  with  those  who  have  been  served  so  long  with 
blue  milk,  that  they  may  possibly  have  imagined  that  hue  to  be  the  na- 
tural color. 


Dr.  Pilhburt/'s  Address. — On  the  21st  of  May,  a  public  address  was 
delivered  at  Lowell,  Mass.,  before  the  members  of  the  Middlesex  District 
Medical  Society,  by  J.  D.  Pillsbury,  M.D.,  which  appears  to  have  received 
the  unqualified  approbation  of  the  press  in  that  city,  and  we  presume  also 
of  tke  faculty.  The  spirited  manner  in  which  he  handled  homoeopathy 
and  Thomsonism,  will  hereafter  make  him  a  marked  man  to  those  who 
advocate  either  of  those  systems.  We  cordially  approve  of  all  that  he 
says  of  the  founder  of  the  latter.  If  ever  ignorance,  vulgarity  and  pre- 
sumption were  united  in  the  character  of  one  individual,  the  inventor 
of  the  cayenne  and  lobelia  practice  was  the  man.  To  the  historical  part 
of  the  discourse,  it  is  har<Jly  necessary  to  advert,  since  it  was  received 
with  eclat  by  a  mixed  audience,  capable  of  appreciating  its  real  value. 
Dr.  Pillsbury  is  an  able  advocate  for  those  principles  that  should  influence 
the  profession — tending,  as  they  do,  to  individual  respectability,  and  con- 
scientiousness in  the  discharcje  of  the  hinrh  trust  that  devolves  on  the  edu- 
cated  medical  practitioner. 
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Acclimating'-  Fiver  of  Lihirid. — Since  the  appointrnoMt  of  Dr.  J.  W. 
Lutreiibeel  to  the  office  of  Colonial  Physicifni,  in  Liheria,  important  facts 
have  been  gathered,  which  are  qnite  new  to  the  profession,  and  of  such 
value  to  the  interests  of  African  Colonization,  that  they  should  he  exten- 
sively circulated. 

*'  in  rei^ard  to  the  influences  of  the  climate  on  the  physical  system," 
says  Dr.  L.  in  the  July  No.  of  the  African  Repository,  *'  I  may  remark 
that  my  experience  and  observations  in  reference  to  myself  and  many 
others,  have  confirmed  me  in  the  opinion  that  the  climaterial  influences 
are  less  deleterious  to  human  health  than  is  generally  the  case  in  the  United 
States.  Every  person  who  emigrates  from  a  temperate  climate  to  this 
country,  must  experience  some  acclimating  process,  which  may  or  may 
not  be  attended  vvith  much  fever,  according  to  circumstances — to  consti- 
tutional predisposition,  previous  habits  of  life,  &c.  In  some  cases  the 
acclimating  fever  is  violent  and  fatal  in  its  eff*ects  ;  but  in  the  large  ma- 
jority of  cases,  it  is  mild  in  its  form  and  yields  readily  to  appropriate 
treatment.  Very  '(ew  persons  die  during  the  flrst  attack  of  fever  ;  the 
principal  danger  is  in  consecjuence  of  relapses,  which,  in  nine  cases  in 
twenty,  are  the  results  of  personal  imprudence,  and  not  the  effects  of  the 
continued  injurious  influences  of  the  climate.  I  find  that  those  pers(ms 
who  have  resided  in  the  colony  one  year  or  more,  and  who  are  able  to 
live  comfortably,  generally  enjoy  very  good  health.  The  principal  cases 
of  sickness  are  among  those  who  are  in  indigent  circumstances,  and  in 
whom  poverty  and  indolence  are  often  associated." 


Columbifin  Mesmeric  College. — A  more  glaring  imposition  has  not  come 
to  light  of  late,  than  one  that  peeps  out  tlirough  the  St.  Louis  (Missouri) 
papers.  One  Dodds  is  there,  lecturing,  who  is  styled  the  President  of 
the  Columbian  Mesmeric  College  and  Mediccd  Institution,  established  in 
Boston,  W7/7 A  three  professors!  No  such  institution  ever  existed  here; 
and  if  one  should  appear,  the  trustees,  if  wise,  would  be  careful  to  select 
a  president  who  could  speak  his  mother  tongue  grammatically.  If  the 
people  of  St.  Louis  can  swallow  such  stuff  as  the  president  of  this  imagi- 
nary mesmeric  college  deals  in,  when  not  preaching,  the  druggists  will 
iiave  no  more  occasion  for  the  sale  of  ipecac.  Really,  this  is  a  phenome- 
non— that  animal  magnetism,  though  the  silliest  system  of  gullibility  ex- 
tant, should  have  fallen  so  low,  as  to  be  served  up  to  the  Hards  and  Softs 
on  the  Lpper  Mississippi,  by  such  a  man. 

Eruptive  Diseases  of  Children. — A  recent  publication  makes  mention 
of  the  successful  effects  in  these  diseases  of  the  saline  water  of  the  Cale- 
donia Springs,  Canada  West,  which  should  not  pass  unnoticed.  This  is 
the  season,  of  all  others,  to  visit  the  romantic  scenery  of  that  celebrated 
spot — and  if  the  water  is  not  always  efficacious,  the  journey  would  be  so, 
to  persons  of  every  age,  at  this  particular  part  of  the  year. 


Treatment  of  Chronic  Eczema. — Mr.  B.  Phillips  states,  in  the  London 
Medical  Gazette,  March,  1845,  that  he  has  treated  with  signal  success 
many  cases  of  chronic  eczema,  by  the  following  simple  plan  : — 

He  purges  the  patient  vvith  calomel  gr.  v.,  jalap  gr.  xv.,  and  two  days 
afterwards  repeats  the  purgative.     He  has  the  affected  part  bandaged,  and 
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liio  l);m(ia»r('s  wet  with  wann  water,  and  covered  with  oil  silk,  so  as  to  con- 
stitute a  constant  t(>|)id  hath,  lie  also  ^rivcs  tlie  licjnor  arsciiicalis,  nimini 
V.  iwu'e  a-(lav. — A/in  r.  Jour,  oj    fhr  Mtd.  Si  i cures. 

Midicdl  Mlscd/iiiii/.  —  Hydropathy  is  thouirlit  to  he  wanin;r  in  Germany. 
Oidy  ()0()  patients  were  at  Cra-'Henhnr*;  hast  year,  wlieroas  tlicre  were 
l.")Oi)  in  the  tliree  |)recedin^r  seasons. — Tlie  circiihir  of  tlie  CoHefre  of 
Dental  Snrtrery,  at  Baltimore,  is  {)nl)lished.  Lectures  commence  the  fir.st 
Monday  in  Novemher,  under  circumstances  of  great  encouragement. — A 
second  No.  of  the  Huffalo  I\lrdical  Journal  has  appeared. — Mr.  Daniel  R. 
Smith  is  presid(iit  of  the  Philadelphia  College  of  Pharmacy. — Dr.  Joseph 
Carson  has  hecome  the  responsihic  editor  of  that  excellent  periodical,  the 
Journal  of  Pharmacy. — A  deaf  and  dumb  man,  25  years  of  age,  residing 
at  Garrelshurgh,  Ky.,  has  been  taught  to  speak,  by  Mr.  Robert  T.  Ander- 
son.— In  the  Lombardo-Venetian  kingdom,  the  illegitimate  births  are  to 
the  legitimate,  as  I  to  27  ;  in  Genoa,  I  to  1 1  ;  in  Naples,  I  to 8. — Professor 
Naegle  considers  the  mean  duration  of  labor  to  be  between  0  and  12 
hours.  In  Collins's  practice,  of  15,H51)  labors,  15,084  were  completed 
within  12  hours ;  and  of  these,  10,987  from  1  to  4  hours. 

To  CoRKESPo.NDKNTh. — A  casB  of  Ga.strotomy,  voted  to  be  published  in  this 
Journal  by  the  Medical  Society  of  Tennessee,  Dr.  Tabor  on  the  Effects  of  To- 
bacco, and  Dr.  Taylor  on  the  Use  of  a  Compound  of  lodme  and  Morphia,  have 
been  received. 

iMARKiEn,— Cyrus  F.  Fiske,  M.D.,  of  Salem,  Mass.,  to  Miss  I.  H.  Boyd.— .At 
New  Orleans,  Dr.  S.  P.  Moore,  Assist.  Surgeon  U.  S.  A.,  to  Miss  M.  A.  Brown  . 

DiF.n, — At  Kensington,  N.  H.,  Dr.  Henry  Tuck,  of  Barnstable,  Mass.,  37. — In 
New  York,  Samuel  Ackerly,  M.D. — At  Carthage,  Illinois,  Dr.  Marshall,  shot  in  a 
scuffle,  by  a  sheriff. — At  Paris,  Gilbert  Breschet,  Professor  of  Anatomy  in  the 
University  of  Paris,   alter  a  long  and  painful  illness,  53. 


Niimher  of  deaths  in  Boston,  for  the  week  endiniz  .luly,  12,  42— Miilei?,  20;  Females,  22.  Stillborn,  2. 

Of  coii.siinipiion,  8 — accidental,  2  -erysipelas,  1 — iiilHnlile,  5 — croup,  2 — convulsions,  4 — cramp  ia 
the  atoniach,  1 — inflammation  ot  the  bowels,  i  — scarlet  fever,  2 — lunii  fever,  1— drojisy,  3 — disease 
of  the  heart,  i — canker,  1  — teething,  1  — tjphu.«  lever,  2— palsy,  1 — cancer,  1— drojisy  on  the  brain, 
1— old   ai;e,    1  — deliriuni  tremens,    1 — disease  of  the  bowels,  1  — scroluhi,    1. 

Uniler  5  years,  21— between  5  and2U  years,  3— between  20  and  GO  jears,  14— ovrr  60  years,  4. 


REGISTER     OF     THE     WEATHER, 
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Castlfton  Medical  College. — The  exercises  usual  at  the  close  of  the 
spring  session  of  this  College,  occurred  on  the  18ih  of  June.  The  vale- 
dictory address  to  the  class  of  graduates  was  delivered  hy  Prof.  Gold- 
smith, and  was  well  suited  to  inform  the  young  practitioner  of  the  dan- 
gers and  difficulties  he  may  have  to  encounter,  and  to  instruct  him  in  the 
duties  of  his  new  position. 

The  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine  was  conferred  upon  the  following 
gentlemen: — T.  L.  Andrews,  Conn.;  A.  H.  Atwood,  N.  H. ;  Charles 
Brackett,  N.  Y. ;  A.  S.  Brundage,  Pa.  ;  A.  B.  Carpenter,  Vt.  ;  O.  D. 
Cass,  iN.  Y. ;  Allen  Corkins,  N.  Y. ;  R.  L.  Clark,  N.  Y.  ;  L.  D.  Cowdm, 
Miss.  ;  J.  H.  Dayton,  N.  Y.  ;  G.  L.  Dearborn,  N.  11.  ;  L.  Dickerman,  Vt. ; 
II.  Douglass,  Vt. ;  M.  L.  Ilarter,  Ohio;  A.  Ilobhy,  N.  Y.  ;  E.  F.  Hutch- 
inson, N.  Y.  ;  N.  II.  Knowles,  Vt.  ;  W.  C.  Lewis,  Eng.  ;  A.  J.  Marshall, 
N.  Y.  ;  D.  C.  Maybin,  N.  H. ;  P.  II.  Northrop,  N.  Y.  ;  A.  S.  Payne,  Va.  ; 
A.  S.  Petkin,  Vt. ;  S.  Pope.  N.  Y.  ;  D.  A.  Raymond,  Vt.  ;  C.  II.  Seaman, 
N.  Y.  ;  M.  W.  Sherman,  Vt.  ;  S.  Smith,  N.  Y. ;  F.  P.  Sprague,  Vt. ;  J. 
T.  Turner,  N.  Y.  ;  O.  A.  Tubbs,  N.  Y.  ;  S.  R.  S.  Ufl'ord,  N.  Y.  ;  H. 
Wason,  Mass.  ;  P.  P.  Werner,  N.  Y.  ;  A.  Woodburn,  N.  Y. 

The  honorary  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine  was  conferred  on  Dr.  M. 
A.  Barrus,  N.  Y.  ;  J.  M.  Berry,  M.D.,  N.  II.  ;  Dr.  C.  Houghton,  Vt. ; 
Dr.  L.  Little,  Ohio;  Prof.  J.  McLean,  M.D.,  Mich.  ;  Dr.  J.  C.  Peters, 
N.  Y.  ;  Dr.  J.  Rice,  Mass.  ;  Dr.  J.  M.  Wieting,  N.  Y. 

The  Hon.  Horace  Eaton,  M.D.,  addressed  the  Society  of  Alumni, 
by  appointment.  The  production  of  Dr.  Eaton,  both  in  matter  and  man- 
ner, was  of  a  high  order,  and  received  the  highest  approbation  from  the 
members,  as  well  as  the  profession  generally,  and  citizens  assembled  on 
the  occasion.  The  leading  purpose  was  to  show,  that  medicine  is  based 
on  fixed  and  unvarying  laws  of  the  human  organization  and  economy, 
thus  commending  it  as  a  certain  and  rational  science,  to  the  view  o  fan 
intelligent  community.  The  address  will  be  published,  by  a  unanimous 
vote  of  the  Society. 

That  the  unremitting  exertions  of  the  Trustees  and  Faculty  of  the  Col- 
lege to  increase  the  means  of  instruction  and  the  advantages  of  pupils,  is 
not  overlooked  by  the  medical  public,  is  manifest  by  increasing  patronage 
— the  number  of  students  attending  the  session  now  closed  having  been 
136,  a  larger  class  than  was  ever  before  in  attendance  at  this  institution. 
The  course  of  lectures  on  surgery  has  been  especially  commended  by  a 
unanimous  vote  of  the  class. 


Remarkable  Case  of  Delivery  during  Sleep. — M.  Schultze  was  called  on 
the  25th  of  May,  1844,  to  attend  the  wife  of  an  artizan,  who  had  reached  the 
full  term  of  her  fourth  pregnancy.  He  found  her  lying  in  a  state  of  profound 
somnolency,  so  that  it  was  quite  impossible  to  rouse  her,  either  by  violently 
shaking  her  or  by  applying  to  her  nostrils  the  most  powerful  stimulants, 
such  as  ammonia  and  ether. 

On  the  third  day  of  this  unnatural  sleep,  the  woman,  without  awaking, 
was  delivered  of  a  healthy,  living  and  well-formed  male  child.  On  visit- 
ing the  female  on  the  following  day,  M.  Schultze  found  that  she  had  not 
long  spontaneously  awakened  from  her  sleep  ;  and  as  she  had  no  recol- 
lection of  her  delivery,  she  was  somewhat  astonished  to  find  that  the  child 
had  been  born  without  her  having  been  aware  of  it. — Annales  D'Hi/giene, 
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LARGE  DOSES  OF  QUININE. 

Anab/Kis  of  an  '*  Offinnl  Report  to  the  Sitrirron-Grncrnl  U.  S.  Army, 
on  the  Use  of  Lar^rc  Doses  of  Sulphate  of  Qni?iine  in  Diseases  of  the 
South,  by  John  Byrne,  31. D.,  Assistant  Surgeon  U.  S.  Army." 

LCommunicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  nnd  SurgicJi)  Joiirnn).] 

Dn.  Byrne's  experience  in  the  use  of  large  doses  of  quinine  was  acquired 
during  a  three  years'  tour  of  duty  in  Florida,  at  a  period  when  the  greatest 
number  of  troops  were  operating  in  the  Territory  against  the  Indians, 
and  when  diseases  of  miasmatic  origin  prevailed  very  generally  and  with 
great  severity.  During  the  early  part  of  his  service,  Dr.  B.  was  stationed 
at  comparatively  healthy  posts,  where  fever  cases  were  neither  very  fre- 
quent nor  malignant,  and  the  treatment  of  intermittents  and  remittents 
was  very  similar  to  that  ordinarily  pursued  at  the  Nortli,  and  it  was  at- 
tended by  the  usual  success.  At  a  later  period,  however,  he  was  in 
charge  of  large  bodies  of  men,  occupying  positions  characterized  by  ex- 
treme unhealthiness,  and  for  the  last  two  years  of  his  Florida  service  his 
reports  of  sick  range  from  15  to  200  daily,  exclusive  of  camp  followers, 
families  and  citizens. 

In  individuals  who  had  been  but  for  a  short  time  exposed  to  the  cli- 
mate of  Florida,  and  in  recruits  recently  arrived  from  the  North,  it  was 
remarked  that  fevers  were  attended  by  high  arterial  action  and  much  dis- 
position to  local  inflammation  ;  whilst  in  the  older  residents  of  the 
country,  cases  of  disease  were  uniformly  marked  by  debility  and  loss  of 
vital  force.  In  the  former,  antiphlogistics,  diaphoretics,  and  other  prepa- 
ratory measures,  were  generally  required  before  the  administration  of 
quinine  in  any  form.  The  latter,  on  the  contrary — by  far  the  greater 
number — were  rarely  accompanied  by  those  evidences  of  diseased  secre- 
tions so  much  dilated  upon  by  authors;  the  tongue  was  often  perfectly 
clean,  and  the  alvine  discharges  natural  in  character  and  frequency. 
Here  quinine  was  given  at  once,  and  in  decided  doses  ;  the  use  of  pre- 
paratory measures  served  but  to  weaken  the  patient  and  to  protract  his 
recovery. 

Imbued  with  the  idea  inculcated  at  the  North,  that  quinine  is  to  be 
used  in  intermittents,  only  after  a  careful  prtparntion  oj  the  system,  and 
that  in  remittents  its  administration  is  rarely  justifiable  under  any  circum- 
stances, Dr.  B.  expresses  his  regret  that,  in  the  earlier  periods  of  his 
southern  service,  he  frequently  permitted  patients  to  be  worn  down  witli 
25 
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repeated  paroxysms  of  fever  rather  than  have  recourse  to  quinine — be- 
cause no  decided  chill  or  h'ngthened  intennission  marked  the  case  as  one 
of  iutenuittenl  fever.  Subsequently  he  learned  the  value  of  quinine  in 
all  Ibrms  of  malarial  fever,  and  had  the  satisfaction  of  being  able  to 
arrest  at  once  the  chain  of  morbid  symptoms,  which  under  the  old  sys- 
tem of  treatment  were  left  to  ivcnr  thtmsclvts  out  by  repetition,  or  to 
terminate?  in  death. 

In  intermittents,  and  remittents  of  ordinary  severity,  it  is  considered  as 
a  matter  of  indifference  whether  the  quinine  is  oiven  in  large  or  small 
(loses — provided  that  10  to  20  grains  of  the  medicine  are  introduced  into 
the  system  within  a  certain  number  of  hours  before  the  expected  parox- 
ysm. By  a  series  of  experiments  instituted  with  the  view  of  testing  the 
comparative  influence  of  the  large  and  small  doses  (20  grains  and  2 
grains)  in  producing  disturbance  of  the  iiead,  it  was  determined  that,  in 
this  respect,  no  difference  existed  between  them,  and  that  the  liability  to 
cerebral  symptoms  depended  rather  upon  the  condition  of  the  nervous 
system,  than  upon  the  number  of  grains  administered. 

In  the  severe  forms  of  remittent,  however,  and  particularly  in  conges- 
tive fever,  the  size  of  the  dose  to  be  given  is  no  longer  a  matter  of  choice  ; 
here  there  is  no  time  to  introduce  the  medicine  gradually  into  the  system, 
and  if  there  were  time,  it  is  doubtful  whether  the  small  doses  would  pro- 
duce a  sufficiently  decided  impression  upon  the  disease.  It  is  in  conges- 
tive fever  that  the  value  of  decided  doses  of  quinine  is  most  strongly 
marked. 

A  man,  previously  in  good  health,  is  suddenly  stricken  down — over- 
powered by  miasmatic  poison  ;  he  appears  insensible — his  countenance 
presents  a  vacant  stare,  and  he  is  aroused  with  difficulty  ;  when  ques- 
tioned as  to  his  condition  he  insists  that  there  is  nothing  the  matter  with 
him,  and  bef]:s  to  be  left  undisturbed.  His  extremities  are  cold,  skin  else- 
where  generally  not  above  the  natural  temperature,  and  sometimes  cover- 
ed with  a  clammy  moisture  ;  his  breathing  is  laborious.  In  accordance 
with  ordinarily  received  opinions,  these  symptoms  would  be  ascribed  to 
congestion  of  the  internal  organs,  and  free  venesection  the  remedy  ap- 
plied. A  physician  familiar  with  the  use  of  quinine  in  Florida,  would 
think  and  act  differently.  He  would  view  the  case  as  one  of  poisoning 
by  malaria,  and  the  congestion — not  as  the  first  link  in  the  chain  of  mor- 
bid action — but  the  mere  consequence  of  the  poisonous  impression  upon 
the  nervous  centres.  Experience  has  taught  him  that  the  antidote  to  this 
poisonous  impression  is  quinine  ;  and  accordingly  he  would  order  a  scru- 
ple of  the  remedy  to  be  given  at  once,  combined  with  capsicum,  lauda- 
num, turpentine  or  camphor,  to  be  repeated  as  often  as  necessary — with 
wannth,  and  stimulating  frictions  to  the  surface.  Under  this  treatment 
re-action  is  established  in  the  coui-se  of  a  few  hours,  and  but  little  else  is 
required  to  insure  the  safety  of  the  patient — the  occurrence  of  another 
paroxysm  being  prevented  by  the  amount  of  quinine  already  in  the  system. 

What  would  have  been  the  result  in  this  case  if  the  lancet  had  been 
used,  and  the  immediate  and  decided  administration  of  quinine  neglected  ? 

Cases  of  this  kind  were  not  of  rare  occurrence  in  Florida,  and  where 
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quinine  \v;is  used    with    ;i  s|);u-iiiii;    Iiiiii'l    flicv  wen;  not  unrrccUK'nll}'  liiUil 
in  ;i  few  hours. 

Dr.  \i.  rejects  entirely  the  Iden  th;il  periodieiil  fev*  is  ure  cheek'-d  with 
more  e;i>^e  and  certainty  on  llie  eiitieal  days.  At  (iist  crisi^s  were  looked 
for,  i\nd  renuMJie-^  admini^tcM-ed  in  anliripation  of  their  oeeurrenr.(!.  without 
success  ;  i»ut  later,  w  hen  the  full  powers  of  (juinine  were  learned.  H  wns- 
considered  surer  practice,  and  certainly  a  more  elKiClive  one  in  nnhtary 
service,  to  cut  short  the  (lise;is(>  at  once  ;  and  tlius  thedani^er  was  avoid- 
ed of  all(A\  inii;  a  quotidian  iiUenuitt(Mit  to  run  into  the  remittent  lorrn, 
which  in  the  expectant  inodo  of  treatment  was  often  ihc  case.  iNo 
bad  consequences  followed  this  mode  of  |)ractice,  nor  in  any  case  wen; 
injurious  etfects  pcM'ceived  from  the  lar;^^<^  doses  of  (juiniiu;  adnuni'^tered, 
and  it  is  asserted  that  no  case  of  intermittent  was  encountered  in  Florida 
in  which,  when  properly  administered,  the  sulphate  of  quinine  failed  lo 
arrest  tlie  disease  ;  its  permanent  cur(\  however,  \\  as  only  to  be  efr<'cte<l 
when  the  patient  was  removed  from  contact  with  the  miasmatic  poison. 
JNo  cases  occurred  in  wdiich  the  bark,  in  substance,  was  found  more  effi- 
cacious than  its  active  principle. 

In  numerous  instances  the  administration  of  q^iininein  n^joderate  doses, 
cou'.hined  with  calomel  and  Dover's  powder,  in  chronic  dysentery,  par- 
licularlv  when  this  disease  was  accoi^ipanicd  by  fever,  was  followed  by 
ihc  happiest  effects.  This  circumstance,  in  connection  with  the  lact  that 
diarrhoea  and  dysentery  invariably  prevailed  simultaneously  w  ith  the  ordi- 
nary forms  of  miasmatic  fever,  goes  far  to  confirm  the  beliel  in  their 
common  oriL!;in,  particularly  in  malarial  districts.  That  the  habitual  free 
use  of  quinine  increases  the  tendency  to  disease  of  the  bowels,  of  the 
liver,  or  spleen,  is  most  stroni^dy  doubled  ;  and  it  is  considered  that  this 
notion  may  fairly  take  its  place  amongst  the  obsolete  prejudices  of  times 
gone  by. 

In  frequent  post-mortem  examinations  of  cases  of  chronic  dysentery, 
with  repeated  attacks  of  (ever — the  form  of  disease  which  produces  most 
of  the  deaths  in  Florida — Dr.  B,  expresses  his  surprise  that  organic  alter- 
ations of  the  liver  were  so  rarely  encountered.  "  From  the  fact  that 
quinine,"  he  remarks,  "  was  so  largely  used  in  the  Territory,  and  that  I 
rarely  met  with  diseased  livers,  enlarged  spleens,  or  dropsy  as  a  conse- 
quence of  fever,  I  must  acquit  this  drug  of  the  charge  often  brought 
against  it  of  inducing  these  affections.  When  they  do  exist,  I  am  more 
inclined  to  attribute  them  to  the  depleting  means  often  too  liberally^ 
employed,  to  the  continued  action  of  malaria,  and  to  the  repetition  ot 
paroxysms  of  fever  which  should  have  been  checked  at  once.  li  ej)i- 
ilemics  show  a  strong  tendency  to  fasten  upon  some  particular  organ, 
physicians  evince  an  equally  strong  one  to  follow  their  example.  Since 
the  days  of  Abernethy  and  Philip  until  lately,  the  liver  has  nearly  filled 
up  the  pathological  anatomy  of  some  physicians  of  our  country,  and 
calomel  their  therapeutics.  So  often  have  I  seen  patients  drugged  for 
bilious  and  liver  afiections  where  none  existed  ;  and  so  very  rarely  have 
I  seen  unequivocally  diseased  livers  in  dead  bodies,  that  I  look  with  sus- 
picion on  tjjose  eases  so  often  spoken   of  under  the  vague  terms  of  *  he- 
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patic  dtMangements '  and  '  congested  livers.'  Nor  do  I  extend  to  tliern  a 
t^reater  share  of  confidence  when  they  are  reported  in  connection  with 
the  use  ot"  quinine,  and  asserted  to  exist  as  a  pretty  constant  cause,  or 
[)art,  of  dysentery.  These  notions  are  so  niucli  opposed  to  my  own 
observations,  and  savor  so  stron^^ly  of  the  theories  prevalent  some  fifteen 
or  twenty  years  a^^o,  that  1  cannot  but  receive  them  with  many  grains  of 
allowance." 

With  regard  to  the  modus  operandi  of  quinine,  the  evidence  of  Dr.  B. 
is  necessarily  of  a  nei^ative  character.  Tliouti^h  classed  amontj  '•  tonics  " 
by  writei-s  on  the  materia  medica,  the  idea  that  its  action  depends  upon 
tonic  or  stimulatiui^  properties,  is  a  peculiarly  unhappy  one,  for  it  has 
prevented  its  use,  no  doubt,  in  many  a  case  of  malarial  fever  w  hich  it 
would  have  cured  with  ceitainty  ;  fever,  it  is  leasoned,  is  a  sthenic  con- 
dition of  the  system,  and  a  tonic  or  stimulant  would  certainly  be  inad- 
missiblti  in  it,  according  to  the  rules  of  art.  The  terms  tonic,  stimulant, 
or  sedative,  convey  no  just  impression  of  the  eftects  of  (juinine  ;  its  whole 
force  is  expended  upon  the  nervous  system,  and  its  influence  over  the 
circulation  is  doubtful  and  uncertain.  The  etfects  perceived  are  those  of 
an  anti-[)enodic,  or  in  more  comprehensive  phrase,  a  direct  antidote  to  the 
malarial  poison,  liow  this  eilect  is  |)roduced,  is  a  question  which  must 
remain  unanswered.  The  ultiinate  action  of  medicines,  like  most  ulti- 
mate causes,  thus  far  lies  buried  in  obscurity,  and  it  is  better  for  us  to  be 
aware  of  our  iijjnorance  of  the  modus  agendi  of  quinine,  and  to  be  con- 
tent to  use  it  for  the  well-known  effects  which  experience  has  taught  us 
it  will  produce,  than  to  call  it  a  tonic,  stimulant  or  sedative,  terms  which 
involve  a  false  theory,  and  must  lead  to  erroneous  practice. 

Surgeon-GencraPs   Office,  June,  1845. 


CASE  OF  GASTROTOMY. 

Read  before  the  Tennessee  State    Medical    Society  by  Dr.  I.    E.  Manlove,  and    forwarded> 
by  vote  of  the  Society,  for  publication  in  the  Boston  Med.  and  Surg.  Journal. 

OxN  the  7th  of  July,  1844,  I  was  called  to  see  Alfred,  a  colored  boy, 
aged  17  years.  He  complained  of  some  general  uneasiness  of  the  abdo- 
men, was  laboring  under  febrile  excitement,  pulse  110.  Learned  that  he 
did  not  recollect  having  a  passage  from  the  bowels  in  12  or  15  days. 
On  the  4th  had  walked  several  miles  to  a  barbecue,  and  probably  had 
indulged  freely  in  eating.  He  had  taken  Epsom  salts  and  castor  oil ; 
also  several  enemata  had  been  administered  by  his  master.  I  bled  him 
*'  ad  deliquium  animi,^'  gave  him  a  general  warm  bath,  and  directed  4 
grains  of  calomel  and  J  grain  of  opium  every  four  hours,  until  three  por- 
tions should  be  taken,  to  be  followed  by  castor  oil  and  spts.  turpentine. 

8th. — Medicine  had  been  all  taken  ;  no  evacuation  of  the  bowels  ;  had 
vomited  once,  throwing  up  the  medicine.  Pulse  120.  Bled  him,  ad- 
ministered a  stimulating  enema,  and  directed  calomel  and  opium  as  on 
the  previous  day.  Visited  liim  again  in  the  afternoon.  Condition  found 
to  be  the  same  ;  no  evacuation.     Spent  the  night  witli  him,  and   made 
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[ncry  cdhvi  I  could  lo  procun'  (naciialion  of  the  IjoucIj;,  hut  llicy  all 
proved  iiK'iri'c'tual.  Vomilcd  several  limes  diiriiiL;  the  iii^hl.  Pulse  120 
;iiui  feeble.      Ahdouunj  ivinpRuilie. 

9th. — Dr.  Ford  was  called  m  consultation.  Flis  coudilion  rcfnained 
llie  same,  except  that  all  the  s\  luplonis  were  now  jLjrowiuii;  more  and  mor(i 
darminuj,  with  the  certainly  that  death  niu^l  s[)eedily  eri'-ue  without  re- 
lief. Flexible  tuhi'S  were  introduced  ;»s  far  as  possible  into  tli('  intestines, 
:m(l  stimulating;  articles  were  throw  n  up  so  as  literally  to  fill  the.  lower 
bowels.  These  were  all  soon  thrown  oli  without  any  appearance  of  fa['C('S. 
About  60  (grains  of  tart,  antimony  were  dissolved  in  water  and  introduced 
at  two  injections,  with  little  or  no  in(luenc(i  on  the  ;;eneral  system.  An 
pmetic  also  of  ipecac,  was  administer(Ml :  emesis  was  readily  produced, 
[)ut  no  alteration  in  the  symptoms.  Being  now  night,  it  was  thought  ad- 
visable to  wait  on  the  ukmus  which  had  been  used  until  morning. 

JOth. —  Abdomen  (Miormously  distended;  difficulty  of  breathing  ;  ex- 
tremities cold  ;  pulse  very  feeble  and  (juick  ;  countenance  anxious  ;  no 
evacuation.  Gastrotomy  was  considered  the;  only  possible  means  of  even 
prolonging  bis  life;  and  altbougii  the  operation  promised  but  little  benefit, 
yet  the  certainty  of  death  without  it,  justified  us,  in  our  estimation  at 
least,  in  luidertaking  its  performance.  An  incision  was  made  in  the  Tnedian 
line,  commencing  about  two  inches  below  the  umbilicus,  and  extending 
[town  towards  the  pubis  four  or  five  inches.  The  peritoneum  and  bowe] 
along  the  lower  half  of  the  incision  had  formed  a  most  intimate  adhesion, 
and  in  cutting  through  the  former  an  opening  of  about  one  fourth  of  an  inch 
in  extent  was  made  into  the  latter.  From  the  opening  there  proceeded 
large  quantities  of  flatus  and  liquid  faeces,  as  well  as  the  oil  and  turpen- 
fine  which  had  been  taken.  On  further  examination,  it  was  discovered 
that  the  intestines  were  united  to  the  peritoneuux  by  extensive  adhesions 
at  various  points  within  reach  of  the  finger  and  probe.  The  wound  was 
[closed  by  sutures  and  adhesive  straps,  except  the  opening  into  tbe  intes- 
tine. The  amendment  in  all  the  symptoms  in  one  hour  was  astonishing  ; 
the  extremities  became  warm,  the  pulse  slower  and  fuller,  and  during  the 
morning  he  was  able  to  fan  himself,  tbe  weather  being  excessively  warm. 
On  the  next  day  his  appetite  was  good,  and  he  continued  lo  improve  and 
to  dischariie  the  contents  of  the  bowels  through  the  artificial  anus  until 
the  17th  day  after  the  operation,  when  the  bowels  acted  naturally,  the 
opening  having  nearly  closed. 

It  will  be  proper  to  state,  that  about  six  months  before  his  present  ill- 
ness, the  boy  received  an  injury  from  the  falling  of  a  piece  of  timber  on 
the  abdomen.  The  hurt  caused  him  to  keep  his  bed  several  weeks,  and 
hence,  no  doubt,  the  adhesions  which  were  discovered  in  tbe  operation. 
The  boy  is  now  well  (nine  months  after  the  operation),  and  is  present  for 
the  inspection  of  the  members  of  tbe  Society. 

That  there  was  mechanical  obstruction  of  a  serious  nature  in  this  case, 
cannot  he  doubted  ;  but  it  is  a  matter  of  much  difficulty  to  determine  its 
character.  The  opinion  to  which  we  incline  is,  that  it  was  dependent  on 
the  retarded  peristaltic  motion  of  the  intestines,  which  was  the  effect  of 
the  adhesions   formed   between   the   peritoneum  and  the   bowels.     Now 
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we  think  it  nrobuLle  that  from  inaitt'iuion  to  the  rcf^ular  evacuation  of  the 
intestinal  canal,  to  inipri'dence  in  (iict,  or  sonio  other  similar  cause,  accu- 
mulations of  fjt'ces  may  liave  taken  place  about  the  point  of  greatest  ad- 
hesion, and  the  alrea*S  retarded  peristaltic  action  forming  the  still  greater 
;accumulation  of  maMer,  until  tlie  bowel  was  forced  to  bend  on  itself, 
formin*'-  a  barrier  wbi::li  no  ordinary  means  could  overcome.  This  sup- 
position is  favored  by  the  long-continued  constipation  under  which  the 
patient  had  labored,  as  well  as  by  the  result  of  the  operation.  It  will 
be  observed  that  passages,  per  "  vias  naturalis,"  did  not  take  place  for 
seventeen  days,  in  which  time  it  is  j)i'obable  that  the  accumulation  was 
removed  tbrouiiih  the  artificial  opening,  by  b(;ing  gradually  dissolved  and 
discharired,  and  as  soon  as  that  was  eflected  to  a  sufficient  extent,  the 
bowels  acted  naturally.  It  is,  however,  of  not  so  much  importance  to 
know  the  exact  condition  in  this  case,  as  to  deduce  inferences  from  it 
which  may,  perhaps,  bear  on  cases  hereafter  to  be  treated. 

The  medical  books  abound  with  the  detail  of  cases  of  obstructed 
bowels,  and  no  doubt  many  of  us  have  met  with  such  in  practice,  in 
which  all  the  remedies  have  been  used  in  regular  gradation,  from  the 
mildest  laxative  to  the  most  drastic  purgative,  with  all  the  other  cathartic 
means,  and  the  patients  have  died  without  an  evacuation  from  the  bowels. 
And  the  concurriMit  testimony  of  the  faculty  has  tended  to  the  conviction 
that  in  this  condition  nothing  more  should  be  done  than  has  been  done — 
that  a  respite  from  remedies  should  be  allowed  for  the  "  settlement  of 
worldly  concerns  and  for  the  preparation  of  the  spirit  against  the  inevi- 
table hour." 

We  would  consider  such  a  case  not  only  justifying,  but  loudly  calling 
for  the  interference  of  surgery.  An  operation  which  would  discharge 
the  contents  of  ttie  bowels  above  the  obstructed  point,  through  an  artifi- 
cial anus,  wouhl  tend  to  postpone  the  fatal  hour,  and  perchance  place  the 
unhappy  patient  in  that  condition  in  w  hich  the  powers  of  the  system 
might  restore  him  to  health.  Back  to  the  earliest  date  of  surgery  may 
be  traced  the  fear  of  peritoneal  inflammation,  as  good  and  sufficient  reason 
aiTainst  the  performan('e  of  the  operation  of  gastrotomy.  And  we  would 
hazard  the  suggestion  that  that  fear  has  been  proved  by  facts,  belonging 
to  this  age,  to  be,  if  not  groundless,  at  least  stripped  of  much  of  its  terror. 
We  would  not  be  understood  to  say  that  an  artificial  anus  should  be  made 
in  every  case  of  gastrotomy — but  only  in  those  where  the  obstruction 
cannot  be  relieved  by  a  change  in  the  position  of  the  intestinal  tube. 
The  necessity  for  opening  the  intestine  should  be  judged  of  after  the  in- 
cision has  been  made  in  the  abdomen  and  the  cause  of  obstruction 
examined. 

In  reading,  lately,  the  detail  of  the  case  of  Hon.  H.  S.  Legare,  we 
were  forcibly  struck  w  ith  its  almost  exact  description  in  many  points  with 
Alfred's  case,  at  the  head  of  this  paper.  In  cases  of  torsion,  as  well  as 
of  intussusception  of  the  bowels,  we  would  w  ith  deference  suggest  the 
propriety  of  the  operation  of  gastrotomy,  to  relieve  the  cause  of  mechani- 
cal obstruction,  as  affording  the  only  means  of  saving  the  patient's  life — 
and  respectfully  as  we  would  consider  the  fear  of  peritoneal  inflamma- 
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tioii,  we  do  nul  (Icimu  it  of  so  iniicli  iiiiporlimcc  ;i^  iIk-  iiic\  ilal)li'  dcatli  of 
the  patient  without  tlic  o|)iMali()ii.  In  the  operation  lor  stianunlalcd  her- 
nia the  peritoneiiin  is  wounded  ;  and  if  if  he  perlbrnied  skillully  and 
soon  enough,  the  (hni^er  of  peritoncial  inllaimuation  is  not  considered  a 
])roniinent  feature  in  the  case.  Desault  says  that  a  i)ati<'nt  should  never 
be  lost  on  w  horn  the  op<Mation  is  performed  Ijeforc  the  taxis  is  used.  The 
chief  dillieulty  in  such  casi's  would  h(^  to  delennine  the  point  of  time 
wh(Mi  ordinary  remedies  will  bo  of  no  further  avail,  and  still  on^anic  le- 
sion has  not  advanced  too  far  to  preclude  the  possibility  of  relief  by  o[)e- 
ration.  And  we  sav,  w  ith  Hey,  that  we  mi^ht  often  regret  that  the  ope- 
ration is  performed  too  late,  but  seldom  that  it  is  performed  too  eaily. 

In  support  of  these  views,  as  fiir  as  one  instance  will  ^o,  we  will  here 
mention  a  case  which  may  possibly  be  brouf^ht  before  the  Society  in  an- 
other form.  Our  respected  friend,  Dr.  Wilson,  of  this  county,  was  called 
to  attend,  in  conjunction  with  several  others,  a  negro  man  who  was  sup- 
posed to  be  laboring  under  intussusception.  All  remedies  bad  been  used 
to  procure  evacuation  of  the  bowels  which  ingenuity  could  suggest,  but 
in  vain  ;  and  the  patient  was  reduced  to  the  last  point  of  life.  Gastroto- 
my  was  determined  to  be  the  only  means  of  affording  relief.  It  w  as  per- 
formed by  Dr.  W.,  and  the  intestines  drawn  out  of  the  cavity  of  the  ab- 
domen until  the  point  of  obstruction  was  arrived  at.  About  one  inch  of 
the  ileum  was  found  to  be  invaginated  ;  and  the  attempt  to  relieve  the  in- 
tussuscepted  portion,  discovered  the  fact  that  adhesions  had  been  formed 
between  the  receiving  and  received  parts  of  the  intestine.  The  adhe- 
sions were  dissected  loose,  and  the  bowels  returned  into  the  abdomen. 
Natural  passages  immediately  took  place,  and  the  patient  was  rapidly  re- 
stored to  perfect  health.  It  is  not  unreasonable  to  suppose  the  chances 
of  recovery  would  have  been  much  enhanced,  bad  the  operation  been 
performed  before  the  adhesions  were  established. 

If  the  chief  dread  in  gastrotomy,  in  such  cases,  be  peritonitis,  it  may 
be  removed  somewhat  by  the  reflection  that  that  disease  is  combated 
successfully  every  day  by  the  well-established  means  which  we  all  havQ 
at  hand.  And  if  it  supervene  after  an  operation,  may  not  the  same 
means  be  successful  ?  And  when  we  consider  the  iniportance  of  the 
operation,  as  affording  the  only  chance  of  recovery  to  the  patient,  we 
may  surely  conclude  that  it  is  the  smaller  of  two  evils,  and  justifiable  in 
its  adoption.  We  have  but  little  doubt  diat  experience  will  show  that 
this  operation  may  be  performed  with  as  little  danger  to  the  patient,  and 
with  as  great  prospect  of  relief,  as  that  of  lithotomy,  and  many  others 
equally  important.  It  is  apparent,  however,  that  the  success  of  the  ope- 
ration depends  much  on  the  time  of  its  performance.  \i  delayed  until 
disorganization  of  the  intestinal  tube  is  established,  failure  will  await  us 
alinost  inevitably.  If  performed  sufficiently  early,  we  would  expect  to 
be  successful  oftener  than  otherwise. 

[The  above  case  is  the  one  alluded  to,  with  some  inaccuracies,  in  the 
No.  of  this  Journal  ff^r  Au<;.  21,  1844.  The  present  report  has  been 
promptly  forwarded  by  Dr.  C.  K.  Winston,  Secretary  of  the  Society.] 
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SKETCH   OF    AN    ENDEMIC   TYPHOID    FEVER   WHICH    OCCURRED   IN 
DRYDEN,   TOMPKINS  CO,    NY. 

(Communicated  lor  the  Uostun  Medicul  aud  Surgical  Journal.] 

Epidemic  and  endemic  fevei*s  have  been  the  great  scourge  of  this  country. 
Their  malignancy  lias  consigned  youth  and  the  middle  aged  particularly 
to  a  premature  grave.  Wliat  has  been  said  of  consumption  ap))lies  also 
to  fever,  that  it  preys  not  on  the  thorns  and  branibles  of  this  wilderness, 
but  on  the  rose  and  passion  flower  of  human  excellence  and  gentleness. 
The  endemic,  now  to  be  described,  broke  out  about  the  middle  of  July, 
1842.  There  were  about  eighty  cases  within  and  near  the  village  from 
that  time  until  the  first  of  November,  when  it  began  to  abate.  Cases  of 
it,  however,  continued  to  recur  for  the  two  succeeding  years.  Twelve, 
among  those  first  attacked,  terminated  fatally.  This  disease  pmbably 
arose  from  marsh  miasmata,  as  the  village  is  surrounded  by  low,  wet  land, 
which  was  covered  with  decaying  trees,  stumps,  and  other  vegetable 
matter.  There  was  also  a  mill  dam  erected  about  a  mile  from  it  the 
year  previous,  and  much  land  partially  overflowed.  The  stream  which 
passes  through  the  village  is  very  slow,  and  was  obstructed  in  many 
places  by  flood  wood.  Intermittents  formerly  prevailed  here,  and  we 
have  the  opinion  of  the  illustrious  Armstrong  that  marsh  miasmata  is  the 
primary  source  of  typhus.  It  is  piobable  that  the  fever  was  not  propa- 
gated by  contagion.  Those  who  nursed  the  sick  in  the  village  were 
generally  attacked,  but  on  being  conveyed  to  their  homes  they  did  not 
infect  others.  Members  of  the  same  family  were  too  often  attacked  si- 
multaneously for  us  to  suppose  that  it  was  communicated  from  one  to 
another. 

Symptoms. — 1  will  pass  over  thpse  common  to  continued  fever,  and  con- 
fine myself  mostly  to  those  peculiarities  which  might,  perhaps,  distinguish 
this  endemic  fi'om  an  equal  number  of  other  cases  of  continued  fever  as 
it  commonly  appears.  The  tongue  was  either  coated  and  preternaturally 
red  at  the  edges,  or  clean  with  this  appearance  over  its  whole  surface. 
After  pressure  the  color  quickly  returned  in  it.  There  was  an  uneasy 
sensation  of  the  bowels,  producing  an  impression  on  the  mind  of  the  pa- 
tient that  there  was  something  in  them  which  should  be  removed.  This 
sensation  was,  however,  increased  by  active  cathartics,  as  was  tympanitis, 
which  often  occurred.  Diarrhoea  was  common,  and  the  bowels,  in  all 
cases,  were  very  easily  moved.  Profuse  hemorrhage  from  the  bowels 
was  frequent.  In  most  cases  there  was  slight  cough.  In  some  instances 
there  were  symptoms  of  local  disease  of  the  brain  or  some  other  vital  or- 
gan. The  morning  remissions  and  evening  exacerbations  were  strongly 
marked.  Pulse  usually  1*20.  In  the  advanced  stages  delirium,  subsul- 
tus  tendinum  and  involuntary  discharges  from  the  bowels,  occasionally 
took  place. 

Post-mortem  Appearances. — These  showed  marks  of  inflammation  of 
the  mucous  membrane  of  the  small  intestines,  and  ulcerations  from  the 
size  of  a  grain  of  wheat  to  that  of  a  sixpence.  These  in  some  instan- 
ces had   produced   perforations   through  other  coats  of  the  bowels.     In 
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one  case  tlio  poncardimu  was  lined    wiili  {'oamilahN;  1\  inj)li,  and  the  sur- 
face of  the  lieart  was  inucli  diMiudcd. 

Treatment. — 1 1  was  found  ihaL  tlu;  trcalinciit  willi  (.'mc^tics  and  repeat- 
ed drastic  catlKirlics  was  v(My  unsuccesslul.  Most  of  the  fatal  cases  oc- 
curred under  this  practice.  The  physician  who  would  ;itlack  this  fijrin 
of  fe\ cr  indiscriminately  w  illi  sucli  means,  nni^ht  dis|)la\  hejoic  practice  ; 
but,  like  other  heroes,  he  would  destroy  lile.  [t  was  rarer  that  a  j)atient 
could  w  ilhstand  both  inllainniation  of  \\u)  mucous  memhrane,  and  tlni  ex- 
t(M*minatinLi  attack  made  on  it.  At  the  cotnmencem<Mit,  however,  if  the 
stomach  was  oppressed  with  undigested  food,  aji  emetic  of  ij)ecac.  was 
heneficial  ;  so,  also,  if  there  was  a  loaded  state  of  the  bowels,  a  blue  pill 
or  teaspoonful  of  castor  oil  was  iudicaled.  J3ut,  as  a  general  rule,  it  was 
found  best  to  keep  the  bowels  open  with  laxative  enemas  only.  I  shall 
confine  myself  to  an  account  of  the  remedies  used  in  the  successful  cases. 
Bloodletting  in  the  stage  of  excitement  was  often  a  safe  measure,  from 
its  tendency  to  prevent  inHammation.  When  this  took  place  early,  vene- 
section was  of  course  indispensable.  A  very  small  portion  of  blood  from 
the  arm  made  an  impression.  Cu|)s  on  the  abdomen  were  used.  Dur- 
ing the  forming  stage,  the  warm  bath  apjieared  to  do  good.  This  remedy 
was  useful  during  protracted  convalescence  attended  with  a  dry  skin  and 
wakefulness.  When  the  skin  w-as  hot  and  dry,  in  the  stage  of  ex- 
citement, sponging  with  cool  water,  and  cool  injections  into  the  bowels, 
were  useful.  Drinks  were  lemonade  and  ice  water.  During  the  active 
stage,  spirits  of  AJindereri,  diluted  with  water,  was  used  as  a  febrifuge. 
iMorphine  in  small  doses,  to  allay  irritation  and  check  diarrhoea.  Stimu- 
lants in  the  latter  stages,  under  symptoms  of  prostration.  Sinapisms 
were  applied  to  abdomen.  J.  S.  Briggs,  IM.D. 

Drydcn,  N.  F.,  July  \4th,  1845. 


LiaUID   COMPOUND   OF   IODINE    AND    MORPHIA. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Dear  Sir, — After  I  first  became  acquainted  with  the  powers  of  iodine, 
complications  of  disease  were  constantly  occurring  in  my  practice,  which 
led  me  to  feel  the  necessity  of  a  formula  for  a  liquid  compound  of  iodine 
and  opium.  After  having  searched  my  library  in  vain  for  such  a  formula, 
I  devised,  and  have  since  used,  the  one  which,  with  your  permission,  1 
will  now  give  to  your  readers. 

I  will  here  premise  by  saying  that  I  keep  constantly  on  hand,  a?  a  ba- 
sis to  the  preparation  I  am  about  to  suggest,  and  also  as  a  basis  to  various 
otlier  preparations  which  1  use,  a  solution  of  iodine,  which  is  essentially 
one  of  Lugol's  formulae,  and  the  merits  of  which  are,  that  is  an  aqueous 
solution,  and  that  it  will  keep  any  length  of  time.  The  proportions  are 
as  follows.  R.  Iodine,  9i.  ;  hydriodate  of  potash,  9  ij.  ;  soft  water, 
f  §  i.  Dissolve.  iVIy  formula  is  the  following.  R.  Of  the  above,  fsi. ; 
sulphate  of  morphia,  gr.  i.  ;  alcohol,  f  3  iv.  ;  soft  w^ater.  warm,  fsiii. 
First  dissolve  the  morphia  i)i  the  water,  then  add  the  alcohol,  and,  lasdy, 
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add  the  solution  ot  iodine.     Dose  lor  a  child  tuo  years  old,  from  eii^lil  to 
sixteen  drops,  three  times  a-day.     For  an  adult,  forty  drops. 

This  formula  was  devised  with  especial  reference  to  children,  who 
bear  lari^er  doses  of  iodine  and  smaller  doses  of  o[)ium  in  [iroportion  than 
adidts.  I3ut  I  have  foiuul  it  to  answer  so  well  for  aduks  that  1  use  almost 
exclusively  these  proportions  in  preference  to  any  other. 

It  is  needless  for  me  to  i^ive  a  detail  of  the  particular  cases  to  which 
this  is  applicable.  They  will  sugj^est  themselves  to  every  judicious  practi- 
tioner, i  will  mention,  however,  chronic  dysentery,  chronic  diarrhuea, 
mesenteric  diseases  of  childien,  and  scrofulous  diseases  generally,  where 
there  is  considerable  nervous  irritation  or  loo'^eness  of  the  bowels. 

I  have  used  this  preparation  in  my  practice  for  about  two  years,  and 
know  it  to  be  one  of  i^reat  value.  It  is  very  unilbrm  in  its  ooeration  in 
those  cases  where  it  seems  to  be  applicable.  I  believe  every  practitioner 
who  tries  it  will  like  it. 

Wliatever  the  explanation  may  be,  the  sulphate  of  morphia  given  in 
this  combination  has  a  less  unf\\vorable  eflect  upon  the  head  than  the 
same  quantity  given  alone,  unless  1  have  been  deceived  In  my  ob- 
servations. 

It  will  be  seen  that  one  fluidounce  of  this  preparation  contains  one  flui- 
drachtn  of  Lugol's  strong  solution  and  one  grain  of  morphia.  With  these 
proportions  the  liquid  is  j)erfectly  transparent,  and  nnnains  so  when  min- 
gled with  water  for  exhibition.  But  the  proportions  of  iodine  and  mor- 
phia can  be  varied  oidy  to  a  somewhat  limited  extent  without  producing 
decomposition.  However,  where  it  is  desirable  to  use  a  greater  propor- 
tion of  morphia,  two  irrains  mav  be  used  instead  of  one,  in  the  formula, 
and  a  corresponding  dose  given.  Perhaps  this  last  is  the  best  formula  in 
chronic  dysentery. 

In  cases  of  scrofulous  disease,  attended  with  great  debility  and  a  general 
atonic  condition  of  the  system,  I  have  added  to  the  formula  sixteen  drops 
of  sulphuric  acid  with  advantage.  Samuel  Taylor. 

Petersham,  Ms..  July  &th,  1845. 


II ARE-LIP  AMONG    NEGROES. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir, — I  notice,  in  the  two  last  Nos.  of  the  Journal,  inquiries  on  the  sub- 
ject of  hare-lip  among  the  blacks — as  if  it  were  a  question  whether  they 
are  liable  to  that  affection.  All  I  know  of  that  matter  is  that  we  have, 
in  our  village,  an  African,  of  unmixed  blood,  James  Duffie,  or  Durfie, 
who  exhibits  the  worst  (best  ?)  specimen  of  terrible  deformity  of  that 
sort  I  ever  saw.  The  upper  lip  diverges  the  entire  w  idth  of  the  mouth, 
which  is  capacious,  and  the  divergence  is  continuous  with  a  gap  in 
the  upper  jaw,  of  like  liberal  proportions,  and  a  cleft  in  the  |)alate,  for 
au^ht  [  know,  to  the  occiput.  'Tis  a  frightful  chasm,  anyhow,  and  the 
mm  who  explores  it  will  be  entlded  to  the  thanks  of  the  profession. 
^S*;.  Albans,  Vt.,  July  I'Zth,  1845.  Yours  respectfully, 

J.  L.  Chandler,  M.D. 
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A    PECULIAR     CRlrSIALMNK     SUIISTANCK,    DKItlVKIi      FIlOM       TIIK     VHJ.ATII.K    Oil.    OK    MON- 

AKHA     I'UNCTATA. 

By  William  Froctcr,  Jr. 

TnK  volatile  oil  of  liorscmiiU  ( Moiutnld  yunclattt )  is  exlensivi;Iy  ein- 
)>1ovim1  ill  lliis  coLiiitrv  as  a  iiibcraciciit,  ciilicr  hy  ilsclf,  or  in  conjunction 
w  illi  nllicr  Mihsianccs.  Ill  ilic  lonn  ol  liiiiniciils,  and  from  its  ^rcal  piiii- 
•icncy  is  considc'rcd  a  valiiaolc  iXMiicdial  aLfcni.  Scxcial  of  our  di'uiiifisls 
have  observed  in  some  specimens  of  this  oil,  a  cryslallino  deposit,  analo- 
gous in  api)earance  lo  camphor,  and  possess(;d  of  the  taste  and  odor  of 
the  oil.  As  no  notice  has  heen  taken  (>!'  this  fact  in  any  of  the  works  to 
w  hich  I  liav(!  had  access,  the  subject  is  possessed  of  sulhcient  interest  lo 
})resent,  in  the  lonn  of  an  essay,  a  history  of  its  sensible  |)roperlies,  and 
some  of  its  chemical  characteristics.  It  evidently  belongs  to  tin;  camphor 
class,  and  may  be  the  result  of  th<i  absorjition  of  oxygen.  It  is  present- 
ed in  two  forms  ;  one  in  amorphous  translucent  masses  with  some  slight 
evidences  of  lamination  in  the  fracture ;  the  otlier  in  rhombic  ciystals 
closely  aggregated  together.  The  amorphous  variety  is  white,  has  a 
conchoidal  fracture,  is  very  friable,  and  is  reduced  to  powder  with  ex- 
treme readiness.  Its  amorphous  condition  appears  to  be  due  more  to  the 
manner  in  which  it  is  deposited,  than  to  any  difference  in  its  chemical 
character,  as  wdien  fused,  and  gradually  cooled,  it  assumes  the  crystalline 
form,  and  comports  itself  in  the  same  manner  with  chemical  reagents. 
This  substance,  which,  for  the  purpose  of  facilitating  its  description,  may 
be  called  monardin,  possesses  the  burning,  pungent  taste,  and  peculiar 
odor  of  the  oil  of  horsemint,  and  doubtless  possesses  the  same  medical 
properties.  Monardin  is  very  soluble  in  alcohol  and  ether,  and  is  dis- 
soh^ed  by  the  fixed  and  volatile  oilsj  particularly  oil  of  turpentine  ;  hence 
the  change  of  the  oil  of  horsemint  to  the  solid  state,  does  not  preclude 
its  use  in  pharmaceutical  preparations.  It  is  very  slightly  soluble  in  wa- 
ter, communicating  to  that  fluid  its  odor  and  pungent  taste*  Monardin 
fuses  at  118^  Fahr.  into  a  limpid  oil,  and  when  the  heat  is  continued  it 
commences  boiling  in  a  glass  vessel  at  418°  Fahr.j  and  at  438°  its  point 
of  ebullition  is  stationary.  It  boils  readily  and  without  discoloration, 
and  may  be  distilled  per  se  without  change,  the  vapor  condensing  in  a 
crystalline  form  if  the  receiver  be  kept  cool.  Fused  monardin  may  be 
cooled  down  below  70°  without  solidifying,  but  if  the  smallest  crystal  of 
the  substance  be  dropped  in  it,  crystallization  commences,  and  is  propagat- 
ed throughout  in  a  few  minutes.  The  usual  crystalline  form  of  monai'din  is 
the  rhombohedron,or  some  form  derivable  from  it.  By  cooling  a  portion 
of  fused  monardin  until  crystallization  is  partially  effected,  and  then 
pouring  off  the  superstratum,  it  is  obtained  in  very  regular  ciystals.  The 
sp.  grav.  of  the  amorphous  variety  is  1.03.  When  in  crystals  the  en- 
closed air  renders  them  lighter  than  water.     It  is  neutral  to  test  paper. 

Monardin  is  soluble  in  a  solution  of  caustic  potassa,  and  by  saturating 
the  alkali  with  acetic  acid  it  separates  in  the  form  of  an  oil,  w  hich,  by 
standing,  assumes  the  same  crystalline  form,  and  posses:jes  the  same  odor 
as  before  subjection  to  the  alkaline  menstruum. 
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When  crystals  of  inonardin  are  placed  in  a  solution  of  ammonia  they 
iiradualk  assume  the  form  of  oily  i^lobules,  without  dissolvinji  in  the  am- 
moniacal  hquid,  and  remain  at  the  bottom.  VVliilst  under^i^oing  this 
change  they  have  the  appearance  of  fusing.  The  olohules  of  monardin, 
after  treating  with  ammonia,  soHdify  when  subjected  to  a  temperature 
as  low  as  18^  Fahr.  By  i'X.posure  to  the  air  these  globules  gradually 
assume  a  purple  color,  and  when  heated  with  caustic  potassa  no  ammo- 
nia is  evolved. 

When  crystallized  monardin  is  introduced  into  a  jar  of  ammoniacal 
gas  over  mercury,  the  ammonia  is  rapidly  absorbed,  and  the  crystals  are 
liquified.  When  sutFered  to  remain  until  saturated,  they  absorb  nearly 
one  hundred  tiiDCS  their  bulk  of  the  gas,  and  are  increased  in  bulk  more 
than  50  per  cent.  When  the  liquified  monardin  is  exposed  to  the  air, 
it  gradually  assumes  the  crystalline  form  apparently  unchanged.  Oil  of 
liorsemint  also  absorbs  ammonia,  but  not  by  any  means  in  so  great  a 
quantity,  or  with  any  marked  phenomena. 

Monardin  dissolves  in  cold  concentrated  sulphuric  acid,  to  which  it 
communicates  a  red  tinge.  The  solution  may  be  diluted  and  saturated 
with  an  alkali  without  the  separation  of  any  oily  or  crystalline  matter,  evi- 
dently proving  that  the  monardin  is  changed. 

Concentrated  hydrochloric  acid  appears  to  have  little,  if  any,  action  on 
this  substance,  either  cold  or  hot  ;  when  it  is  treated  with  cold,  strong 
nitric  acid,  it  is  rapidly  decomposed  with  the  evolution  of  much  deutoxide 
of  nitrogen  and  the  production  of  heat — after  the  action  ceases,  a  thick 
yellowish-brown  mass  remains,  without  any  appearance  of  crystallization. 

Havincr  obtained  a  bottle  of  ol.  monardaj,  in  which  the  monardin  was 
in  process  of  being  deposited  in  crystals,  the  latter  were  separated  from 
the  superstratum  of  oil,  and  were  found  to  possess  the  same  properties 
as  the  other  specimens  previously  examined.  When  this  oil  was  sub- 
jected for  some  time  to  a  temperature  of  18^  Fahr.,  a  considerable  quan- 
titv  of  similar  crystals  of  monardin  were  deposited.  The  oil  thus  rid  of 
most  of  the  monardin  was  placed  in  an  atmosphere  of  oxygen  with  the 
view  of  ascertaining  if  this  principle  was  the  result  of  the  action  of  at- 
mospheric oxygen  upon  it ;  but  after  forty-eight  hours'  exposure,  no  evi- 
dence was  obtained  of  the  formation  of  that  substance,  although  the  ex- 
perijiient  was  not  continued  sufficiently  long  to  settle  the  question. 

The  particular  circumstances  favorable  to  the  formation  of  monardin, 
and  its  separation  from  oil  of  horsemint,  are  as  yet  quite  obscure.  I  have 
known  this  volatile  oil  to  be  kept  for  many  years  without  any  evidence 
of  a  deposit,  while  in  another  and  a  recent  instance,  about  a  quart  of  the 
oil  was  taken  from  a  large  bottle  in  which  no  change  had  occurred,  and 
in  a  few  hours  after,  a  crystalline  deposition  had  taken  place  in  the  por- 
tion removed,  weighing  several  ounces.  In  all  the  instances  where  this 
deposit  has  taken  place,  the  source  of  the  oil  was  undoubted,  having 
been  obtained  from  the  distillers  in  New  Jersey.  A  careful,  ultimate 
analysis  of  the  oil,  and  of  the  deposit,  would  do  much  to  throw  light  on 
this  subject. — American  Journal  of  Fharmacy. 
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Srirnre  of  Ethnnirrnpht/  in  Amrrirn. — Last  work's  Jonrnnl  bore  the 
names  of  two  American  physicians,  whose  destiny,  in  tlie  future  annals  of 
science,  cannot  be  estimated.  They  have  certainly  laid  a  foundation  that 
will  sustain  their  prevsent  reputation  for  profound  philosophical  research, 
in  all  cominnf  a<res.  Nctne  of  the  modern  savans  of  Eur«>pe  have  accom- 
plished  so  much,  unaided  by  the  exchequer  of  Government.  Without 
aiming  to  establish  theories,  the  former  have  simply  taken  the  testimony 
of  nature  herself,  and  now,  resting  from  their  first  labors,  ask  the  world 
to  deny,  if  it  can  be  done,  the  great  truths  in  ethnography,  which  they 
have  brought  to  light.  On  several  occasions,  we  have  endeavored  to  hold 
up  to  the  admiration  of  our  countrymen,  the  learned  achievements  of 
these  members  of  tlio  medical  profession.  We  now  wish  to  call  the  at- 
tention of  our  reade.s  to  the  claims  of  another,  by  no  means  unknown  to 
fame,  who  actually  gave  the  first  impulse,  in  America,  to  a  department  of 
science,  so  admirably  cultivated  in  this  republic.  That  individual  is  Geo. 
R.  Gliddon,  Esq.,  late  American  Consul  in  Egypt.  With  a  far-seeing 
eye,  he  toiled  among  the  colossal  monuments  of  the  Nile,  which  had  their 
origin  in  an  undefined  antiquity,  according  to  the  general  opinion  of 
travellers,  till  Champollion  and  his  followers  decyphered  their  incriptions, 
and  determined,  with  unerring  certainty,  the  entire  history  of  that  portion 
of  the  world.  Mr.  Gliddon  foresaw  the  immense  advantages  accruing  to 
exact  science,  in  possessing  the  men  themselves,  who  raised  Ancient  Egypt 
from  the  quarries — and  he  actually  succeeded  in  the  bold,  original  design 
of  transporting  the  heads  of  Nilotic  denizens,  slaves  and  strangers,  who 
liad  reposed  in  tombs,  undisturbed  by  the  avaricious  hand  of  later  ages, 
since  the  days  of  Abraham.  Nay,  farther  still — for  some  of  the  skulls  are 
so  old  as  to  defy  the  severest  scrutiny  into  their  origin,  locality,  or  the 
race  to  which  they  belonged.  How  extraordinary  is  all  this!  The  mortal 
remains  of  some  of  the  identical  individuals  who  may  have  conceived  the 
idea,  or  indeed  actually  fabricated,  the  tombs,  temples  and  gigantic  obe- 
lisks that  may  endure  till  the  elements  shall  melt  with  fervent  heat,  at  this 
moment  constitute  the  private  cabinet  of  a  Philadelphia  physician  ! 

The  idea  of  decyphering  the  annals  of  our  race  by  studying  the  char- 
acter of  the  skull,  as  successfully  conducted  by  the  modern  school  of  elhno- 
grapical  philosophers,  if  it  did  not  wholly  originate  with  Mr.  Gliddon, 
through  his  boldness  and  energy  was  at  once  presented  to  the  consideration 
of  the  world,  approved  and  adopted.  This  very  circumstance  obliged  Dr. 
Prichard  to  issue  an  ap|)endix  to  his  celebrated  Natural  History  of  Man,  the 
present  year,  that  he  might  not  nppear  ignorant  of  the  progress  of  dis- 
covery ;  nay,  more,  that  he  might  not  be  the  laughing  stock  of  Europe  and 
America,  in  being  all  of  one  thousand  years  in  the  rear  of  that  knowledge 
with  which  he  fain  would  have  us  suppose  he  was  familiar.  In  the  Jirvitc 
dc  L' Orient,  of  February  last,  may  be  found  the  details  o^  the  Stance  du 
10  Janvier^  which  is  particularly  curious.     Mr.  Gliddon  is   made   to  say 
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things  that  he  never  uttered. — "  31.  Hortau  fait  un  rappurt  vrrbal  sur 
Ufir  brochure  lie  M.  (r/idilon,  intitu/ee  Apptl  am  antiquains  clt  I' Europe. 
Dans  (it  eirit,  M.  (Mliddon  s'etivt  cuntrt  Its  dt i/w/isscurs  des  munumtns 
egi/ptienSy  tt  luntre  ceux  qui  ont  fait  construire  avec  leurs  dihris  des  ca- 
semes  et  des  fabriques .  II  signalt  hs  consuls  qui  trnjiqueiit  des  anti- 
quites  egyptiennes.''  At  pnge  IHJJ,  tlie  transactions  ot"  ttie  n)eeting  are 
continued.  But  it  is  the  iate  of  rnen  like  Mr.  Gliddon,  who  strike  out 
into  deep  water,  beyond  tlie  soundings  of  ordinary  people,  to  be  mis- 
represented as  well  as  misconstrued  ;  yet  genius  and  jK-rseverance  tri- 
umph over  all  obstacles,  and  ultimately  gain  that  applause  due  to  ujerit. 
It  will  be  universally  admitted  by  antiipiarians,  philologi.sts  and  scho- 
lars generally,  that  iMr.  (j.  has  laid  them  all  under  obligations  by  the 
impulse  he  has  given  to  a  comparatively  new  science — one  that  uidocks 
the  iron  chests  of  reputed  fabulous  times,  and  reduces  to  a  certainty  the 
phases  and  epochs  of  civilization  and  the  arts,  so  far  back  that  the  mind 
is  hardly  prepared  to  embrace  such  vast  periods. 

Among  historians,  the  problem  of  the  first  settlement  of  this  continent 
has  by  no  means  been  satisfactorily  solved.  There  have  been  several 
races  of  men  here,  long  before  the  Indians  made  their  advent.  Like 
Egypt,  too,  the  valley  of  the  Mississii)pi  presents  the  hugest  mementoes  of 
human  physical  agency.  The  tumuli  of  the  West  are  enduring  evidences 
of  the  perseverance,  skill,  mechanical  adroitness,  and  untiring  efforts  of  a 
people  so  long  extinct,  that  their  name,  origin,  language,  and  the  story  of 
their  disappearance,  are  now  lost  to  inquiry.  But  like  the  builders  of 
the  pyramids,  their  bones  are  found  entombed  in  the  great  ruins  that  still 
rear  themselves  heavenward  in  many  parts  of  the  North,  and  all  through 
Central  America. 

Medical  gentlemen  usually  take  pleasure  in  cultivating  all  the  sciences, 
aside  from  their  ordinary  pursuits.  This  acknowledged  circumstance  in- 
duces us  to  urge  those  on  the  borders  of  the  great  lakes  and  rivers,  where 
these  striking  and  puzzling  structures  mostly  abound,  to  collect  mound 
skulls — as  many  as  possible — because  the  interesting  question,  of  who 
were  the  primitive  inhabitants  of  America,  must  be  fathomed  through 
their  agency  or  not  all.  The  national  type  is  the  first  point  to  be  establish- 
ed— and  with  a  cabinet  of  ancient  skulls,  thousands  of  which  may  yet 
be  excavated,  in  a  very  tolerable  condition,  as  much  may  be  accomplished 
illustrative  of  early  ages  in  the  New  World,  as  Mr.  Gliddon,  with  the 
heads  collected  by  him,  has  done  for  trodden-dovvn  Egypt.  With  this  ob- 
ject prominently  in  view,  the  physicians  in  all  the  new  States  have  it  in 
their  power,  by  so  doing,  to  enlarge  the  circle  of  ethnographical  and  philo- 
logical discovery — and  to  secure  for  themselves  individually,  as  well  as 
for  their  country,  the  gratitude  of  the  learned  throughout  the  world. 

South  Carolina  Medical  College. — A  class  of  196  was  in  attendance  at 
the  last  term  of  this  College,  and  73  were  graduated.  Jacob  King,  of 
Newbury,  S.  C,  was  complimented  with  an  honorary  degree  of  medicine. 
A  committee  of  medical  gentlemen  unanimously  recommended  to  the  fac- 
ulty to  publish  the  thesis  entitled  Sympathies  of  the  System,  by  Dr.  Fitch, 
of  Columbia,  on  account  of  its  decided  merit.  This  institution  is  one  of 
growing  importance,  and  has  already  established  a  reputation  that  is  ap- 
preciated wherever  the  names  of  the  professors  are  known.  The  next 
term  opens  on  the  second  Monday  in  November.     We  recommend  those 
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stiulonts  wlu)  linvo  irrilablo  Iiin«rs  to  dcfciKl  from  tlic  a|)proac}ies  of  No- 
vciiibcr  winds,  to  ijo  niid  j)tirsn(*  their  studies  throii^rli  the  winter  in  lhc3 
mild  climate  of  ("liarhvslon. 


Use  of  t/if  nioinjtipr. — Mossrs.  Tieknor  &- Co.  have  hrcufrht  out  a  neat 
edition  of  a  work  in  octavo,  on  tlio  use  of  this  instriirjicnt  in  chemistry 
and  minerahi(rv,  l)y  the  distiiiiriiistied  J,  .).  Berzehns,  translated  from  the 
fourth  enlarfred  edition,  l)y  J.  I).  Whitney.  Altlioncrh  the  hock  .seems,  hy 
"it.s  title  paije,  to  he  exclusively  on  one  topic,  the  fact  is,  a  delifrjitfui 
treatise  exliibits  it.self,  in  the  se(]uel,  wiiich  would  he  prized  l)y  all  intelli- 
fjent  persons,  even  were  they  not  special  chemists  or  njineralogists.  A 
taste  for  such  pursuits,  which  «i[ive  tone  to  the  character  of  a  community, 
should  be  enctMiraijed  by  all  who  have  at  heart  the  diffusion  of  that  know- 
■led<Te  which  both  refunds  ar>d  improves  the  condition  of  men. 


Modern  Medical  Books. — Messrs.  Tick  nor  &l  Co.,  of  Boston,  have  is- 
sued a  catalogue  of  all  the  new  productions  on  medicine  find  the  collate- 
ral sciences,  which  will  be  found  a  convenient  remembrancer  and  guide  in 
making  purcliases.  If  pul)lishers  would  make  one  more  useful  advance, 
and  append  the  price  of  their  books,  it  would  subserve  an  important  pur- 
pose. One  likes  to  know  what  an  article  is  to  cost,  in  a  country  where 
economy  is  a  virtue. 


Medical  Remembrancfr. — Some  practitioner  of  New  York  has  revised 
and  improved  Shaw's  little  ])opular  book,  called  "  The  Medical  Remnn- 
hranccr,  or  book  of  emergencies,  in  which  are  concisely  pointed  out  the 
immediate  remedies  to  he  adopted  in  the  first  moments  of  danger ,  from  poi- 
soning, wounds,  S^c.  <^r."  It  is  full  of  useful  hints  and  memoranda,  put 
forth  in  an  humble,  unpretending  dress.  We  do  not  consider  it  an  indis- 
pensable treatise,  yet  an  extremely  convenient  one  and  calculated  for  non- 
professional people.  May  the  world  become  wiser  with  the  unceasincr 
efforts  of  philanthropists  to  make  it  so. 


American  Translators  of  Chinese. — It  must  be  viewed  as  a  curious  cir- 
cumstance that  the  British  Government  at  this  moment  are  employing  two 
natives  of  the  United  States,  to  translate  all  the  public  documents  issued 
by  the  Celestials,  of  importance  to  be  known.  One  is  Dr.  Peter  Parker, 
and  the  other  Mr.  Bridgeman,  both  sent  out  by  the  American  Foreign 
Missionary  Society.  We  intend  to  examine  the  subject  of  the  capacity  of 
our  countrymen  to  acquire  languages,  whenever  tlie  statistics  of  the  Mis- 
sionary service  have  been  more  thoroughly  investigated. 


Cotton  Mattresses  and  Hare-lip. — To  the  EniTOR. — Dear  Sir, — I  had 
intended  to  address  you  upon  the  subjects  of  cotton  mattresses  and  hare- 
lips, but  1  find  that  another  Dr.  C.  has  forestalled  me.  As,  however,  my 
experience  upon  both  matters  is  diametrically  opposed  to  his,  1  give  it  for 
what  it  may  be  worth.  I  have  seen  cotton  mattresses  used  to  a  orreat  ex- 
tent, and   the  res^ult  of  my   observation  is  that  they   become   hard   and 
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lumpy  very  soon — the  cotton  not  comparintr  with  the  hair  fur  elasticity. 
They  also  absorb  moisture  antl  tilth  more  readily,  and  are  ii(jt  so  benefited 
and  purified  by  a  hot  sun,  as  a  hair  mattress  is.  Why  they  should  be 
cot)l  1  cannot  see,  nor  does  my  e.xperience  induce  me  to  believe  they  are. 

Willi  reojard  to  hare-lip  amt)fitrst  the  colored  races,  the  worst  case  I 
ever  saw  was  in  a  negro  child — born  of  parents  as  near  approachin(r  to 
tull-blooded  negroes  as  probably  any  in  tlie  United  States,  The  nose 
wanted  the  septum,  and  had  upon  the  extremity  of  it  a  tubercle — the 
rudimentary  alveola — along  the  most  projecting  part  of  which  ran  a 
little  slip  of  true  skin.  The  upper  lip  extended  only  from  the  angle  of 
the  mouth  to  the  junction  of  the  ahe  of  the  nose  with  the  face,  in  the 
centre  of  which  was  an  irregular  aperture,  bounded  inferiorly  by  the 
lower  lip,  superit)rlv  by  the  nose,  wanting  its  septum,  anil  surmounted  by 
the  above-mentioned  tubercle,  and  laterally  by  the  edges  of  the  rudiment- 
ary upper  lip.  The  bony  part  of  the  tubercle  I  cut  away  with  bone  nip- 
pers. Out  of  the  cartilaginous  part  and  the  slip  of  skin  I  made  a  septum 
for  the  nose.  With  a  common  thumb-lancet,  but  perPiictly  new  and  sharp, 
I  transfixed  the  perpendicular  edge  of  the  iip|)er  lip,  and  cutting  down- 
wards took  off  a  thin  sliver  from  each  side.  With  some  straining  the  raw 
edtres  were  brought  together,  and  confined  by  two  of  the  usual  figure-of-8 
sutures.  Perfect  union  took  place  by  the  first  intention,  and  the  appear- 
ance of  the  sable  infant  now  even  surpasses  the  hopes  of  its  anxious  mother 
and  fond  father,  whilst  the  cleft  in  the  palate,  becoming  narrower,  in 
due  time  will  in  all  probability  be  in  a  condition  to  be  closed  by  another 
operation.  1  would  ask  the  attention  of  surgeons  to  the  excellence  of 
the  familiar  instrument  above  named  for  the  purpose  to  which  I  applied 
it,  using  It  in  preference  to  the  dozen  knives  and  scissors  devised  espe- 
cially for  the  operation — and  feeling  more  gratified  at  having  made  a 
simple  and  humble  thumb-lancet  serve  such  a  purpose,  than  I  should  have 
been  in  inventing  a  complex  instrument,  Anothi-.r  C. 

Boston,  July,  1845. 

Dr.  A.  B.  Ednion<ls,  of  Navarino,  N.  Y.,  under  date  of  July  16,  also 
writes  as  fi>llows  on  the  hare-lip  question.  I  have  not,  he  says,  "  seen 
thousands  of  negroes  '*  in  the  slave  and  free  States,  my  observations  having 
been  mostly  confined  to  the  State  of  New  York  ;  and  until  to-day,  yes, 
until  within  ten  minutes,  I  should  not  have  been  able  to  answer  this 
(juestion  as  I  now  do,  for  there  has  just  stepped  into  my  sanctum  a  lady 
of  color,  aged  about  ;W  years — or,  in  other  words,  a  large,  greasy,  fat 
wench — who  has  a  double  hare-lip,  together,  I  think,  with  fissure  of  the 
palate.  Of  this  fissure  of  the  palate,  however,  I  do  not  know  by  any  other 
evidence  than  that  of  her  voice,  as  the  weather  is  very  warm,  and  I  did  not 
approach  her  near  enough  to  make  an  examination  into  the  mouth.  This 
woman  was  reared,  I  understand,  about  four  miles  from  this  place,  and 
removed  recently  to  within  one  and  a  half  miles  from  me.  I  have  fre- 
quently heard  her  spoken  of. 

hast  Sickness  of  Prof.  Portal,  of  Sicily. — The  following  is  an  extract 
from  a  note  received  a  few  days  since  from  the  brother  of  the  late  cele- 
brated Portal,  whose  death  was  announced  some  months  ago.  We  have 
also  received  a  concise  memoir  of  his  life,  which  will  have  insertion  when- 
ever translated.     The  letter  was  dated  Palermo,  April  3,  1845. 
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To  TIFF,  EniTou,  iS>[C. — I  rccoivod,  hy  C';i|)(;iiii  Mornntc,  your  letter  of 
the  IDtli  of  iNovcmlxT  last,  in  which  you  niaki:  in(|uiiic.s  of  some  particu- 
lars couceniiusj  tin*  j)r(Mnature  death  of  uiy  poor  brotlicr.  I  thank  you  for 
your  kind  intent  ion.  Ilai)|)y  he  to  whom  lh('  (rods  have  granted  the  fivor 
of  doiiiij  souielhinir  worthy  of  heinj^  written,  or  of  writintr  something 
worthy  of  l)eing  read  ;  hut  liaj)pier  he  who  lias  received  at  once,  both  ihe.«e 
favors.  Such  has  heen  the  good  fortune  of  my  brother.  I  execute  then 
with  eagerness  your  orders  on  a  subject  which  I  intended  to  have  spoken 
to  yoii  about. 

He  died  tiic  first  of  October,  1843,  in  a  country  town  named  Vittoria, 
about  90  miles  from  Palermo.  When  he  set  out  from  Palermo,  in  tlie 
month  of  Se[)tember,  he  was  a  little  indisposed.  On  his  arrival  at  V^itto- 
ria  he  fell  sick  of  the  ague,  wliich  atHicted  him  a  whole  month  ;  afterwards 
it  became  more  dangerous,  for  it  changed  into  a  gastric  fever,  which  in  a 
few  days  caused  his  death.  He  was  regretted  by  his  beloved  family,  and 
all  those  persons  who  knew  him  by  scientific  acquaintance  ;  the  lovers 
of  the  science  to  which  he  was  devoted,  and  the  immense  number  of 
scholars  who  had  heen  instructed  in  surgery  by  him,  were  deeply  penetrat- 
ed with  grief 

My  sister-in-law  thanks  you  sincerely  for  the  noble  sentiments  express- 
ed in  your  kind  letter  to  her,  on  the  irreparable  loss  of  her  dear  husband. 
If  you  would  like  to  have  some  articles  concerning  Roman  and  Sicilian 
medals,  ancient  vases,  mineral  productions  of  Mount  Etna  and  other  ])arts 
of  this  Island,  let  her  know  your  intention,  that  she  may  send  them  to  you 
as  a  remembrance  of  friendship. 


New  Hampshire  Insane  Hospital. — Dr.  Chandler,  the  efficient  and 
popular  Medical  Superintendent  of  this  institution,  who  has  held  the  of- 
fice from  its  commencement,  has  resigned.  The  Trustees  will  probably 
appoint  a  successor  as  soon  as  a  candidate  of  suitable  qualifications  pre- 
sents. We  examined  the  establishment,  located  at  Concord,  the  capital 
of  the  State,  last  week,  and  feel  prepared  to  say,  that  to  be  the  medical 
manager  of  that  charity  is  to  have  a  very  desirable  position. 


Medicine  in  Si  am. — Formerly  there  has  been  but  little  demand  for  Dr. 
Bradley's  labors  in  the  families  of  any  of  the  nobles  (says  a  missionary 
letter),  but  of  late  there  has  been  a  change  which  not  a  little  encourages 
us.  Some  months  since,  the  head  priest  of  the  P'raklang's  wat,  after  suf- 
fering a  long  time  with  the  fever  and  ague,  consented  to  take  quinine,  and 
in  a  day  or  two  was  well.  Soon  after  this,  Chau  Fa,  the  priest,  having 
been  afflicted  in  the  same  way  for  a  long  time,  and  having  heard  of  the 
above-mentioned  cure,  consented  also  to  try  the  quinine  ;  not,  however,  till 
he  had  first  proved  its  virtues  in  the  case  of  a  servant  of  his.  With  him, 
also,  the  medicine  was  perfectly  successful.  Since  that  time  Dr.  B.  has 
frequently  been  called  to  attend  upon  the  sick  in  high  places.  One  of  the 
princes  of  high  rank,  who  but  a  ^^w  months  since  would  not  have  ven- 
tured to  take  medicine  from  the  foreign  doctor,  without  first  requiring 
one  of  his  servants  to  take  a  dose  to  prove  that  it  contained  no  poison, 
now  takes  it  without  hesitation  directly  from  the  hand  of  Dr.  B.,  and  has 
even  gone  so  far  as  to  take  it  while  sitting  in  his  boat  in  front  of  our  dis- 
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pensary.  Some  mouths  since,  Dr.  B.  was  called  to  operate  for  cataract 
oil  the  eye  of  a  uoblemaii,  who  is  at  the  head  of  ihe  ai^ricultural  interests 
of  the  kingdom,  and  equal  in  rank  with  the  P'raklanv.  Notwithstanding 
he  is  7'ti  years  old,  the  operation  was  completely  successful.  He  has 
evinced  his  gratitude  by  a  great  variety  of  presents.  At  one  time  he  sent 
fifty  pails  of  rice,  and  a  hundred  pails  of  paddy  at  another.  This,  at  the 
price  rice  was  bringing  at  that  time,  would  amount  to  sixty  dollars,  and  in 
a  time  of  great  scarcity  of  rice  has  been  of  no  little  service  to  our  hospital. 


Cause  of  D'uibttts.  By  L.  Mialhe. — It  is  known  that  in  a  healthy 
state  animals  may  I'eed  on  sugar,  gum,  &-c.,  without  any  appearance  what- 
soever of  these  substances  in  the  urine  or  other  secretions  ;  but  in  the 
disease  called  diabetes,  this  kind  of  food  appears  to  undergo  little  or  no 
change,  and  the  urine  is  found  to  contain  more  or  less  sugar,  or  a  sub- 
stance resembling  gum.  Tiie  result  of  the  present  experiments  has  been 
to  show  that  hydrocarbonaceous  food,  such  as  grape  sugar,  gum,  starch,. 
&,c  ,  does  not  undergo  assi'uilation  until  the  alkalies  of  the  blood  have  trans- 
formed them  into  a  peculiar  substance,  the  nature  of  which  has  not  yet  been 
examined  ;  if,  however,  this  transformation  does  not  take  place,  they  under- 
go no  change,  and  are  excreted  by  the  kidneys.  The  reason  why  saccha- 
rine and  farinaceous  matter  does  not  undergo  the  requisite  change  in  the 
diabetic  patient,  is  explained  as  follows  :  individuals  suffering  under  diabetes 
jdo  not  perspire,  or  but  very  slightly  ;  as  the  secretions  of  the  skin  are 
acid,  it  follows  that  when  they  are  suppressed,  the  presence  in  the  blood 
of  free  alkalies  or  their  carbonates  becomes  impossible,  being  neutralized 
by  the  acids  not  excreted;  consequently  the  saccharine  matter  used  as 
food  cannot  undergo  the  change  necessary  prior  to  its  assimilation,  and 
the  kidneys  endeavor  to  disembarrass  the  blood  of  what  is  now  foreign  and 
noxious-  This  fact  suggests,  as  the  curative  means  for  diabetes,  diapho- 
retics and  aikaline  preparations. — Ann.  dc  Chim.  et  da  Phi/s.,  Sept.  1844. 


Typhoid  Fc2)er  in  Missouri. — In  a  letter  to  the  editors,  dated  June  2d, 
Dr.  Z.  T.  Robards,  of  Grand  Pass,  Missouri,  mentions  the  prevalence  of 
a  fatal  fever  in  his  neighborhood  during  the  past  winter.  Some  of  the 
facts  communicated  will  be  found  interesting.      He  says : — 

"  It  may  not  be  improper  to  remark  that  a  typhoid  fever  prevailed  in 
the  vicinity  of  Jefferson  city  during  the  last  winter,  which  has  proved 
unusually  fatal.  The  characteristic  symptoms  are  those  of  typhus  gra- 
vior  ;  the  patient  appears  much  in  the  condition  of  one  intoxicated  from 
ardent  spirits  even  from  the  beginning.  The  patients  complained  of  acute 
pain  at  the  junction  of  the  occiput  and  atlas,  which  was  much  increased 
upon  the  slightest  rotation  of  the  liead  from  side  to  side.  In  n  post-mo?--' 
tern  examintion  which  I  witnessed,  there  was  matter  found  at  the  base  of 
the  brain,  and  commencement  of  the  spinal  column,  beneath  the  tunica 
flrachnoides.  There  were  likewise  symptoms  of  inflammation  in  the  se- 
rous tissues  of  the  abdomen  generally.  In  this  disease,  the  pulse  fails 
upon  withdrawing  the  smallest  amount  of  blood.  My  only  object  in  men- 
tioning this  tact  is  to  ascertain  if  any  analogy  exists  between  this  and  the 
epidemic  reported  to  be  prevailing  in  your  vicinity.  Some  of  the  cases 
were  attended   with  severe  diurnal  rigors  or  chills,  and  terminated  fatally 


Mrdicul  lntdl[i^cnce.  •'jOT 

oil  tlie  lliird  day  of  the  ultm-k.  I  have  hem  mrormcil  that  tlicy  |>r(',^c^t(•(l 
tlio  sanic  a|)|)(Mraiu'('s  on  /)()st-Ni(>rt(iii  cxamiiiatiou  whicli  liavc  been  incu- 
lioiH'd. —  Wtsttrn  MtdudI  Joinintl. 


Snnlfi/  nud  Jnsanifi/. — Mr.  Harlow  well  oljscrvos,  "  Sfioidd  my  position, 
that  the  ditlerciicc  between  sanity  and  insanity  consists  in  ilie  self-eontrol 
exercised,  appear  paradoxical  to  any  one,  let  him  note  for  a  short  time  the 
tlionixhts  tliat  pass  tlirontrli  his  mind,  and  the  feelinLTs  that  agitate  liim  ; 
and  lie  will  find  that,  were  they  all  expressed  and  indnl^^ed,  tliey  would  be 
as  wild,  and  perhaps  as  fricrhtful  in  their  consequences,  as  those  of  any 
madman.  But  the  man  of  stronjr  mind  re{)resses  them,  and  seeks  fresh 
impressions  from  without,  if  he  finds  that  aid  needful;  the  man  of  weak 
mind  yields  to  them,  and  then  he  is  insane." 


Medical  MhcrUanij. — Dr.  Franklin  Cannon  has  been  appointed  register 
of  the  land  office,  at  Jackson,  Missouri. — An  epidemic  erysipelas  is  pre- 
vailiiKT  in  different  sections  of  Ohio,  and  in  some  places  the  mortality  by 
it  is  appalling.  It  is  usually  called  the  black  tongue. — One  hundred  and 
thirty  deaths  occurred  in  Philadelphia,  week  before  last.  Cholera  infan- 
tum is  quite  prevalent  there.  Ten  cases  of  fowy?  de  solnl\m\e  also  occurred 
in  the  same  city. — Dr.  Buckminster  Brown  left  in  the  steamer  last  Wed- 
nesday, with  a  view  to  visiting  all  the  orthopeedic  institutions  of  Europe. — 
Mrs.  Marshall,  of  Silver  Lake  Township,  Penn.,  on  the  22d  ult.,  had  four 
livinor  children  at  one  birth — all  daughters,  and  doing  well.  She  is  but 
26  years  of  age,  and  is  already  the  mother  of  eleven  children  ! — Tha. 
smallpox  has  appeared  at  Cabotville,  Mass. — The  character  and  treatment 
of  epidemic  erysipelas  was  the  subject  of  Dr.  Stiles's  dissertation  before 
the  Orange  County  (Vt.)  Medical  Society,  the  19th  of  June.  The  dis- 
cussion and  dissertation  both  sustained  the  utility  of  local  treatment  by 
blisters,  &c.,  and  venesection  in  the  cold  stage  ;  also  the  extreme  danger 
of  communicating  the  disease,  by  the  physician,  in  his  attendance  in  par- 
turition.— Dr.  Bartlett,  for  27  years  post-master  of  Lee,  Mass.,  has  been 
removed. — A  case  of  smallpox  has  appeared  at  Westfield,  Mass. — The 
new  lunatic  asylum  in  New  Jersey  is  soon  to  be  commenced  at  Erving, 
near  Trenton. 


To  CoRRF.spo.NDF.NTs. — A  paper  on  inflammation   and   spasms,  and   one    on 
mortification  from  calomel,  have  been  received. 

Markif.d,— Charles    Cockran,  M.D.,  of  Sandusky    City,  Ohio,  to  Miss  S.  V. 
Norris.— At  Scottsboro',  Georgia,  John  H.  Furman,  M.D.,  to  Miss  C.  E.  Carter. 

DiEH, — .At  VVillougiiby  Cottage,  Chippeway,  Dr.  Myles  Burke,  a  native  of  Gal- 
way,  Ireland,  46. 


«pine,  I — delirium  tremetia,    1 — tirroliiln,    1. 

L'lider  5  years, 39— between  5  mid  20  yeiirb,  3— between  ?0  and  CO  ji-ars,  17— over  60  yeurs,  6. 
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On  Pettenkoftr's  New  Test  for  Bile.  By  Dr.  W.  J.  Griffith— The 
test  proposed  by  M.  Pettenkofer  is  an  exceedinuly  valuable  one,  and  when 
applied  in  conjunction  with  that  of  the  well-known  reaction  of  acids  on 
the  coloring  matter,  will  serve  to  supply  what  has  hitherto  been  a  deside- 
ratum, viz.,  a  ready  means  of  recognizing  the  peculiar  biliary  and  the 
coloring  matters  in  animal  Huids.  In  a  case  of  jaundice,  which  1  liad  an 
opportunity  of  examining,  the  urine  was  of  a  golden-yellow  color,  slightly 
albuminous,  and  not  containing  more  than  the  ordinary  proportion  of 
other  ingredients:  on  the  addition  of  nitric  acid,  the  green  and  red  tints 
were  well-marked,  the  former  exceedingly  intense;  but  on  applying  the 
sulphuric  acid  and  syrup  as  recommended,  and  adopting  the  requisite  pre- 
cautions, not  the  slightest  evidence  of  the  presence  of  the  choleic  acid 
could  be  obtained,  nor  on  analysis  by  the  ordinary  methods  was  I  more 
successful ;  I  therefore  consider  this  a  well-marked  example  (and  1  have 
since  found  another)  wherein  the  biliary  coloring  matter  only  was  separat- 
ed with  the  urine.  In  examining  a  number  of  healthy  urines,  with  a 
view  to  test  the  validity  of  this  purple  color  with  the  acid  syrup,  I  was 
occasionally  much  perplexed  by  finding  on  the  addition  of  the  acid  alone, 
that  the  urine  assumed  a  reddish-purple  color,  closely  resembling  the  cha- 
racteristic one,  and  the  subsequent  addition  of  the  syrup  produced  no 
alteration,  thus  rendering  the  test  apparently  inapplicable.  This  altera- 
tion arises  from  the  action  of  the  acid  on  the  coloring  matter  of  the 
urine,  and  may  always  be  distinguished  from  the  true  test-color  by  allow- 
ing the  mixture  to  repose  ;  the  choleic  purple  is  permanent,  whilst  the 
other  is  gradually  changed  to  a  brown  color.  The  experimenter  will  find 
that  where  the  bile  is  in  very  small  quantity,  a  considerable  excess  of 
acid  will  frequently  detect  it  when  a  smaller  quantity  will  not;  the  syrup, 
however,  must  be  added  in  very  small  quantity. — Chemical  Gazette. 


Bromine  and  Iodine. — Prof.  W.  W.  Mather,  at  Athens,  Ohio,  writes 
under  date  of  Jan.  20,  1845 — **  I  have  found  bromine  and  iodine  in  the 
bittern  of  the  salt  springs  of  this  vicinity.  They  are  not  very  abundant, 
but  by  improved  methods  of  extraction,  I  can  supply  any  demand  for  bro- 
mine or  its  common  combinations  ;  I  can  supply  it  as  cheap  as  any  one. 
1  have  extracted  bromine  pure,  and  formed  various  compounds  with  it,  as 
bromide  of  iodine,  hydrobromic  acid,  hydrobromates  of  potassa  and  soda, 
bromates  of  potassa,  soda  and  of  lime." 

We  with  pleasure  record  this  fact,  and  can  add  that  we  have  received 
similar  statements  from  Pittsburgh,  in  Pennsylvania,  and  other  places  in 
the  west. — American  Journal  of  Sciences  and  Arts. 


Xantldc  Oxide  in  Guano.  (Chem.  Gazette,  Aug.  1844,  p.  363.) — M, 
linger  has  discovered  the  presence  of  this  substance  in  guano.  Treat 
the  guano  with  hydrochloric  acid,  precipitate  with  caustic  potash,  which 
redissolves  a  small  portion  of  the  precipitate  (the  oxide  in  question)  ;  to 
separate  it  from  the  potash,  all  that  is  necessary  to  do  is  to  pass  a  current 
of  carbonic  acid  through  the  solution,  or  by  the  addition  of  hydrochlorate 
of  ammonia,  when  it  deposits  as  the  ammonia  evaporates. — Ibid. 
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AN    UNPIUJUDICKI)    INUUMIV    CONCKIIMNG    Till:    KKriXTS    OF    TO- 
DACCO   ON    Tin:    HUMAN    Sy.STI^M    VVni:N    U«I::i)    AS    A    LUXL'IIY. 

By  S.  J.  W.  Tabor,  M.D.,  Shelburne    Falls,  Ms. 

[Comiimiiiciitcil    for   llio   HoKtnn    Midical  and   Surijical   .loiirnnl.) 

Tobacco  Is  greatly  used,  as  is  well  known,  as  an  crrhine,  a  maslicatory, 
and  an  article  for  smoking.  The  immensity  of  its  consumption  as  a 
luxury  in  these  diverse  ways  has  doubtless  been  productive  of  many  evils, 
and  in  numerous  inslanc(,\s  the  pleasun^s  to  whicli  it  has  given  rise  have 
been  paid  for  with  interest  by  the  injurious  effects  impinged  upon  the 
systems  excited  by  it.  It  is  a  law  of  the  animal  economy  that  any  di- 
vergence from  the  medium  of  nature  shall  not  escape  unpunished.  The 
epicures  and  sensualists  who  exclaim,  "  a  short  life  and  a  merry  one," 
are  not  without  reason  in  expecting  the  first  to  be  an  inevitable  result  of 
a  constitution  broken  down  by  too  great  drains  on  its  natural  stock  of 
stimuli.  Of  this  no  one  was  more  sensible  than  Lord  Byron,  as  few, 
perhaps,  have  tasted  deeper  the  various  cups  of  indulgence.  1  do  not, 
however,  join  issue  with  those  writers  and  lecturers  who  fix  their  eyes 
upon  someone  gratification,  the  use  of  tobacco,  for  example,  and  become 
so  absorbed  in  its  contemplation  as  to  conceive  it  gives  rise  to 

"  The  hearl-ache,  and  the  thousand  natural  shocks 
That  flesh  is  heir  to." 

I  do  not  doubt  that  to  some  phlegmatic  constitutions  it  is  harmless,  and 
perhaps  even  beneficial,  and  to  many  its  temperate  use  may  not  produce 
any  perce[)tible  bad  consequences.  But  this  is  no  argument  in  favor  of 
its  consumption,  for  no  one  can  promise  himself  to  take  it  only  tempe- 
rately, and  as  the  system  becomes  habituated  to  its  action,  increased 
quantities  of  the  herb  are  required  to  cause  the  same  amount  of  stimulation. 
The  extent  of  its  fascinating  influence  upon  the  mind  and  body  is  evi- 
dent from  the  millions  who  hourly  seek  it.  Like  opium  it  promotes  a 
feeling  of  placid  enjoyment  and  unruffled  pleasure.  It  mellows  the  pas- 
sions, soothes  the  mind,  and  disposes  to  a  delightful  tranquillity.  The 
smoker,  as  he  puffs  forth  the  clouds  of  mottled  and  rising  wreaths,  expe-r 
riences  a  kind  of  apocalypse,  which,  while  it  tends  to  lessen  whatever  is 
aggravating  or  harsh,  heightens  the  capacity  of  appreciating  all  that  is 
extatic,  and  exalts  the  faculties  of  mental  perception  and  creation.  As 
the  sage  Oloffe  Van  Korllandt  beheld  in  prophetic  prospect  the  domes 
and  spires  of  a  future  New  Amsterdam  amidst  the  smoke  of  St.  Nicho^ 
26 
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las's  pipe,  so  does  the  castle-building  and  imatjinative  indulger  in  tobarco 
perceive  images  of  every  variety — now  vivilyingly  true  and  now  ridicu- 
lously fantastical.  The  dusky  atinos[)here  in  wliich  he  envelopes  hini- 
selt  becomes  a  succession  of  magic  panoramas  in  which  are  represented 
every  image  of  his  mind  a[id  every  color  of  his  fancy.  He  needs  but 
give  the  reins  to  his  teejning  imai^ination  at  these  times,  and  he  beholds 
cities  and  villages,  lake  and  landscape,  all  scattered  about  him  with  fairy 
profusion  and  lil)erality.  Sweet  nmsic  breaks  in  witching  cadences  upon 
his  ear.  Soft  voices  murmur  in  delightful  tones  around  liim.  Beautiful 
maidens  half  unveil  their  charms  to  his  gaze,  and  advance  or  retreat  ac- 
cording to  his  will.  A  peaceful  serenity  hovers  over  whatever  he  sees 
or  hears  ;  and  if  he  toils  on  anything  demanding  all  the  concentrated 
forces  of  his  understanding,  they  seem  to  be  converged  to  a  focus  as  if 
b\^  a  sort  of  mental  lens.  Hence  it  is  that  the  author  seeks  invi^oration  in 
the  pipe  or  the  snutf-box,  that  the  s[)eak(»r  endeavors  by  them  to  heighten 
his  powers,  and  that  the  poet  looks  upon  them  as  almost  constituting  a 
tenth  muse.  If  pushed  too  far,  however,  and  persisted  in  too  long,  a 
drowsy  inaction  is  produced  which  is  far  from  being  un{)leasant,  and 
which  is  a[)tly  chronicled  by  Charles  Dickens  as  "  falling  into  a  kind  of 
tobacco-trance .  "* 

Were  these  pleasant  sensations  arising  from  the  use  of  tobacco  the  only 
ones  to  specify,  it  would  indeed  be  the  panacea  delineated  by  its  first 
European  devotees  :  but  this  is  only  the  bright  side  of  the  picture,  and  the 
other  is  more  dark  from  the  striking  contrast  it  presents.  The  three  popu- 
lar modes  of  taking  tobacco  resemble  each  other  in  the  exhilaration  they 
excite,  and  the  succeeding  consequences.  The  philoso[)hy  of  their  ope- 
ration, in  heightening  the  intellectual  powers,  is  dillicult  to  explain,  and 
J  have  seen  no  exposition  more  ingenious  or  plausible  than  that  of  Dr. 
Rush,  in  his  lecture  on  the  "  Influence  of  Physical  Causes  upon  the  Intel- 
lectual Faculties."  "  Tobacco  acts  on  the  understanding,"  he  says,f  "  by 
its  stimulus  predominating  over  all  other  impressions,  which,  by  distracting 
sensations,  prevent  the  accumulation  of  that  degree  of  excitement  in  the 
brain,  that  is  favorable  to  a  vigorous  and  comiected  train  of  thought. 
The  well-known  llobbes  always  sat  in  his  study  enveloped  in  the  smoke 
of  ten  or  twelve  pipt?s  of  tobacco.  An  eminent  dissenting  clergyman  in 
England  composed  a  system  of  divinity,  with  streams  of  saliva  impreg- 
nated with  tobacco,  issuing  from  his  mouth;  and  Frederick  H.,  King  of 
Prussia,  resorted  to  a  profuse  use  of  snulF,  to  elevate  his  mind  above  the 
pressure  of  the  dilticulties  and  dangers  of  his  last  seven  years^  war." 
The  fact  of  its  having  this  etFect  upon  the  intellect  is  generally  conceded. 
One  of  the  ablest  pliysicians  in  the  vicinity  where  he  resides,  and  one  of 
those  most  actively  engaged  in  the  duties  of  his  profession — Dr.  Charles 
Knowlton — says,  with  a  mixture  of  seriousness  and  humor,  "  Tobacco  is 
an  excellent  mental  stimulus.  It  somehow  or  other  concentrates  one's 
ideas  upon  the  subject  before  him.     That   patient  who   should   be  visited 

*  Barnaby  Riidge,  chap,  xxx.,  p.  132. 

t  Sk  iiuroduciory   loctureN   to  courses  of  lectured   upon  the  Institutes  and  Practice  of  Medicine, 
&c.,  p.  109. 


Tilt  JCjJ'cCis  of  Tobacco  on  (he,  ihunaii  Sijatcin.  511 

hy  me,  wluMi  I  h;ul  not  tohiwco  :it  coiiimiUKL  uou'd  !)<•  no  iiiorc  fo/tiiniiti' 
tlKiii  if  visited  liy  any  other  |»li)sii-ian  of  the  s.imo  natural  lab-iit-^  and 
ac(|uireni(Mils,  who  do'^s  not  use  t()l)acco  at  all.  'I'lic  more  difiicull  iho 
case  the  more  1  rheu'.  and  the  nioic  intensely  am  I  enahhid  to  lhiid<.  The 
famous  \^\•.  Rush,  in  his  "'  M(Mlie;d  lnf|uiries,"  1  think  it  i — loi'  it  is  sixlc-en 
years  siiu!e  I  hav(;seen  any  ol"  his  wurks — cites  several  inslancM's  ol  most 
masterly  mental  proiinefions,  wiitten  under  the  slimuhis  of  tol)a(',e{)."* 
The  passa<4(j  in  L)r.  l^ush's  works  here  alludiHl  to  is  prohably  the  oik;  I 
have  just  quoted,  and  in  relation  to  it  and  the  extract  from  Dr.  Knowlton's 
imi;enious  lecture,  it  may  be  said  that  not\vithstandin<i;  this  temporary  vi- 
vitication  of  the  mind  hy  tobacco,  its  profuse  use,  in  the  end,  operates  in- 
juriously upon  the  brain  and  nervous  system.  An  En;^lisb  physician, 
writini^  anonymously,  says  that  durinir  an  experi("nceof  twetity-five  years 
in  numerous  cases  of  paralysis,  the  irreater  j)art  of  the  men  were  smokers, 
and  the  women  snulf-lakers.f  There  are,  however,  authors  who  main- 
tain a  dilierent  opinion,  thouirh  they  probal)ly  constitute  a  minority. 
McCulloch  says,  "  Thoufrh  the  contrary  has  been  often  asserted,  the  use 
of  tobacco  does  not  seem  to  have  been  productive  of  any  perceptible 
had  consequences. "J  Mr.  Wakley,  the  editor  of  the  London  Lancet, 
in  concluding  a  series  of  remarks  upon  the  inducnce  of  tobacco  on  the 
human  economy,"^  says,  "  In  th(^  mean  time  the  facts  we  already  j)ossess 
warrant  us  in  concluding  that  tobacco,  used  in  moderation,  is  not  injurious 
to  health,  or  to  life  ;  that  it  originates  no  peculiar  form  of  disease  ;  and 
that  the  thoracic  affections,  the  polypi,  the  cancers,  the  colics,  the  dys- 
enteries, he,  Rammazini,  Fourcroy,  Percy,  IVlerat,  and  a  host  of  other 
writers,  ascribe  to  its  use,  are  altogether  imaginary  as  offsprings  of  '  the 
weed.'  Tobacco  appears  to  act  solely  on  the  nervous  system.  The 
vomiting  and  diarrhoea  which  it  produces  on  those  unaccustomed  to  its 
use,  or  who  take  it  internally  in  poisonous  doses,  are  merely  sympathetic 
symptoms.  Upon  this  view  of  the  physiological  action  of  tobacco,  its 
harmlessness  is  easily  explained.  The  brain,  becoming  habituated  to  the 
narcotic  effects  of  the  tobacco,  does  not  react  on  the  viscera,  which  con- 
tinue regularly  to  perform  their  functions,  and  health  is  preserved.  Such 
is  not  the  case  with  other  narcotic  substances,  and  more  especially  w  ith 
opium,  the  most  important  of  all.  The  perpetual  use  of  opiimi,  in  addi- 
tion to  its  pernicious  effects  on  the  brain  itself,  disorders  the  digestive 
system,  and  eventually  nearly  stops  nutrition."  Dr.  Hooper  says,  '•  To- 
bacco disagrees  with  some  constitutions,  but  in  a  general  way  appears  to 
have  no  effect  on  the  health  one  way  or  another."  ||  Dr.  Valentine  Mott, 
of  J\ew  York  city,  gives  his  opinion  in  favor  of  the  comparative  harm- 
lessness of  the  use  of  tobacco.  He  says  in  reference  to  this  subject, 
"  There  is  one  habit  common  to  Northern  Europe,  which  however  loath- 
some and  annoying  to  some,  and  however  severely  reprobated  by  others, 

*  Tobacco  Defended,  or  reninrk*  on   the   qiicslion.  Is   Tobacco  a  ffood  T/iins'.  otherwise  than  ax  a 
Medicine  ?     Published  in  the  Uoston  Invest i^'ator.  vol.  vii.  No.  47,  for  Friday,  Feb.  9,  1838. 
t  London  Medical  and  Phywical  Journal,  vol.  xxv. 
t  Dictionary  of  Cornnierce,  p.  1161. 

fs  Reprinted  in  the  iloMlon   Sledical  and  Sur^ricul  .Journal,  Tt>l.  xxix.  \>.  448. 
jl  Lexicon  Medicum,  Klein  Graul'a  Edition,  p.  92d. 
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IS,  It  may  be  said,  almost  univei-sal.     I  mean  the  use  of  tobacco;   which, 
though   apparently  fnH'ly  indulged    in   by   all   classes,  and   even  by  both 
sexes,  was  not,  as  it   a[)pears   to  me,  attended  with  those  injurious  results 
which  the  denunciiition  it  has  received   in  our  own   country  would   have 
led   me   to   anticipate.     If  this    '  <rood   creature'  and  'precious   weed,' 
as  it  was  called  u  hen  first  brouL;ht   into   vogue   by  Sir    Walter  Raleigh, 
were  so  extremely  deleterious   as  some    would  have  us  believe,  it  apj)ears 
to  me  inconceivable  how   we  should  find  the  most  vigorous  constitutions 
and  well-developed  forms  among   those  very    people   where  it  is  so  pro- 
fusely employed,  chiefly  in   the  Ibrm   of  smoking.      My   impression  with 
regard  to  tlie  humid  climate  and   locality  of  Jrlolland,  and  it  accords  with 
observation  there,  is  that   it  is   more  or  less  prophylactic  or  preventive  of 
the  endemical  fevers  of  low  and   marshy  countries.     The   moderate   use 
of  this  weed  we  are  inclined   to   think  may,  under  many  circumstances, 
be  not  only  harmless,  but   preventive   and  remedial.      In  France  its  con- 
sumption is  certainly  on  the  increase,  and  in  England  we  should  judge  it 
IS  getting   more  and    more   into   vogue.     It   is  not  our  intention  to  dilate 
upon  this  disputed    question,  but   our   experience  leads  us  to  the  conclu- 
sion that  much  more   censure  has  been  cast  upon  our  American  Virginia 
plant  than  it    merits."*     This,  in  very  many  instances,  may  be  true,  but 
It  IS  yet  hardly  contestable  that  tobac(.'o  to  nervous  and  irritable  constitu- 
tions is  decidedly  and  deeply  injurious.    It  produces  its  effects  by  acting  on 
the  nervous  system,  and  by  wasting  the  stock  of  cerebral  stimuli,  if  I  may 
so  express  myself,  it  at  length  leaves  the  brain  with  a  diminished  quantity, 
so  that  it  acts  inefficiently,  and  at  last  loses  its  original  capability  of  be- 
ing excited,  when,  of  course,  palsies,  paralyses,  inability  of  motion,  want 
of  sensibility,  and  similar  states,  ensue.     In  this  manner  we  may  account 
for  the  trembling   of  the    muscles  of  the   hands,  sometimes  observed   in 
susceptible    persons    long  accustomed    to    the  use    of  tobacco    in    large 
quantities. 

Professor  A.  B.  Shipman,  in  an  essay  on  Certain  Diseases  produced 
by  Tobacco,f  gives  a  variety  of  cases  illustrative  of  the  fact  that  persons 
of  a  nervous  and  sanguineous  temperament,  under  certain  circumstances, 
are  attacked  by  dyspeptical,  hysterical  symptoms  from  an  abuse  of  the 
article,  and  that  they  are  also  subject  to  a  peculiar  kind  of  shocks  at  the 
epigastrium,  which  he  considers  pathognomonic.  In  relation  to  this  sub- 
ject he  says,  "  The  habitual  use  of  tobacco,  when  not  carried  to  excess, 
does  not  always  produce  disease,  and  perhaps  we  may  say  that  it  does 
not  do  so.  *  *  "*  *  I  am  not  disposed  to  condemn  the  use  of  to- 
bacco in  total,  for  I  am  not  certain  that  in  manv  constitutions  and  tem- 
peraments  it  may  not  be  of  some  service,  or,  at  least,  that  it  may  not  be 
free  from  harm  ;  but  in  those  of  a  nervous  temperament,  predisposed  to 
dyspepsia  and  hypochondriasis,  I  am  certain  it  is  capable  of,  and  gene- 
rally does  do,  a  vast  deal  of  harm,  and  is  productive  of  an  amount  of 
bodily  and  mental  suffering  which  few  men  are  willing  to  encounter  a 
second  time."| 

*  Travels  in  Europe  and  the  East,  cited  in  Thiers's  Treatise  on  Tobacco,  p.  96. 
t  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  vol.  xxxi.,  pp.  354-360. 
t  Ibid,  p.  359. 
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After  ;i  rarcful  review  ,  liowcvci-,  of  ;ill    (In-  ciivuiii  .taiiccs  under  wliic.li 
tobacco  is  used  us  a  luxury,  aud  of  ilic   vast   exleiit  of  ils  consuuiptioii, 
it  will  ii;enerally  b(^   aduiillfd,  I    think,  ilial   sueli   leclinvrs  and  writers  as 
D\.  Mussey,  l)r.    M(^\llister,  Dr.  Woodward,   the    Rev.  ().  Fowler,  and 
oilicis  ill   this  ct)unlry,  have  vastly  exai»«;eraled  the  evils  arising  from  the 
liahii.      Thai  it  has  evils  for  many  constitutions,  and  that  ils  excessive  use 
may  injure  even  the  most  vinorovis  system,  few  will   prohahly  l)e  disposed 
to  deny  :  hut    that  it  is  so  destructive  and   deadly  as  is  frequently  main- 
tained, may  well  he  douht(.'d.     Statistical  in(juiries.  where  th(^y  have  l)cen 
instituted,  do   not   show  that   health    is    impaiied   or  life  diminished  in  a 
manner  proportionate  to  th(3  consecjuences  so  often  charged  as  beini;  pro- 
duced by  tobacco.      In  relation  to  the  (juestion,   Docs  the  habitual  use  of 
tobacco  shorten  the  Ufe  of  man  1   Dr.  Z.  IIowc  of  Hillerica,  Mass.,  made 
a  list  of  names  of  the   oldest  men,  dead  or  alive,  within  the  circle  of  his 
ordinary  jiractice,  lookiiiL;  back  about   twenty    years,  and  ascerlaini-'d  the 
proportion  who  were  smokers  or  chewers,  never  receivinj^  a  guess  as  evi- 
denc(\     The  result    he   communicated  to  the  public  tIirou<rh  the  Boston 
Medical   and    Surgical  Journal,*  liom  which  it  appears  the  list  contained 
the   names   of  sixty-seven    ukmi,  from   73    to   9-3  years  of  age,  being  an 
average  of  78   and   a  fraction.     Of  these  fifllj-four  were  consumers  of 
tobacco,  nine  only    were   know  n   to  be   non-consumers,  and  four  were 
doubtful.     In   the  same  Journalf  a  physician   of  Warren,  11.  I.,  speaks 
of  an  old  lady  one  hundred  and  one  years  of  age,  who  (or  sixty  years 
had  been  a  profuse  consumer  of  tobacco,  smoking  at   different  intervals 
seven  pipes  between  the  time  of  getting  up  in  the  morning  and  going   to 
bed  at  night.     Her  health  was   always  excellent,  a})peiite  good,  and  at 
the  age  of  100  years  of  a  more  full   habit  of  body  than  women  gene- 
rally are  at  70.     The  same  physician   says   that  of  all  the  individuals  in 
Warren  over  70  years   of  age,  there  was  only  one  who  was  a  non-con- 
sumer of  tobacco  ;  the  reniainder,  whether  male  or  female,  smoked,  snuffed 
or  chewed,  and   in  some  instances  were   addicted  to  all  three  of  these 
habits.J     Another  physician,  writing,  also,  for  the   Boston  Medical  and 
Surgical  Journal, *§>  makes  similar  statements  in  relation  to  his  observation 
and  experience,  and  adds,  "  So  far  as  my  observation  extends,  those  and 
those  only  who  are  in  health  use  tobacco.     It  is  loathed  in  sickness,  and 
I  have  thought  that  one  of  the  surest  symptoms  of  returning  health  was 
a  relish  for  the  accustomed   quid  or  cigar."     This  writer  likewise  says, 
"  While  we  see  so  many  persons  in  the  constant  use  of  tobacco  and  ap- 
parently enjoying  good   health,  it   is  difficult  to  believe  that  it  ciilitates 
against  health   in   any  considerable   degree.     It   does  appear  to  me  that 
the;  class  of  people  who   use  it,  in  chew^ing  or  smoking,  are  the  most  ro- 
bust and  healthy  part  of  the  community ."||     On  the  other  hand,  Dr.  S.  B. 
Woodward,  and  many  others  with  him,  have  no  doubt  "  that  tobacco,  in 
each   of  the  several   ways  it  has  been  customarily  used,"   has  been   an 

*  Vol.  xxi.,  pp.  fi2-  f)4. 
t  Vol.    XX.,  pp.  34d,349. 
+  See  ibiil,  p.  340. 
)  Vol.  XX.,  pp.  247,  248. 
I  ll.id,p.  248. 
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efficient  agent  in  '' destroy! nt;  valuable  lives  and  l)reaking  down  tlie 
health  of  useful  memh(is  of  society."*  So  great  is  the  diderence  of 
opinion  !  Perhaps  in  this  case,  as  in  many  othei-s,  the  triilh  lies  between, 
and  thus  renders  it  ciiually  necessaiy  to  detract  from  the  extravagant 
praises  of  the  tobacco-consumer,  and  Irom  the  vindictive  and  unmeasured 
denunciations  of  the  lobacco-hater. 

Alerat  (Diclionnuire  Unlversel  de  Matitre  Medicale,  et  de  Therapeu- 
tique  Generale),  Kammazini  (0[)('ra  Omnia,  Mechca  et  Physiologica), 
Fourcroy  (L'Essai  sur  les  Maladies  des  Artisans),  and  other  authors,  de- 
clare that  persons  who  are  engaged  in  I  he  manuficture  and  preparation 
of  tobacco,  suffer  from  diarrha^a,  loss  of  appetite,  violent  pains  in  the 
liead,  trembling,  vertigo,  and  many  other  troubh^some  alfi'ciions.  These 
circumstances  might  well  be  expected  to  occur  in  tobacco  manufactories 
if  oil  the  assertions  of  Dr.  Mussey  and  such  lecturers  were  infallibly  cor- 
rect. There  the  workmen  must  labor  in  an  atmosphere  charged  with  the 
dust  and  effluvia  of  this  "  poisonous  plant  "  and  ''  noxious  weed/'  as  the 
Rev.  Chester  Dewey  terms  it  in  a  botanical  work  of  his.f  In  making 
snuff,  the  grinders  are  obliged  even  to  inhale  fine  particles  of  the  herb, 
and  those  who  take  care  of  the  fermenting  heaps  of  the  leaves  are  ex- 
posed to  its  penetrating  vapors.  All  the  other  various  manipulations 
lead  to  similar  exposures  to  tobacco  effluvia,  dust  and  vapor.  It  was 
long  confidently  believed  that  these  workmen  were  pale,  sallow  and 
sickly  ;  that  they  were  afflicted  with  distressing  affections  of  the  chest, 
and  subject  in  an  especial  manner  to  hemorrhages,  colics,  rheumatisms, 
asthmas,  atrophic  waslings  of  the  flesh,  unmitigated  narcotisms,  and  pre- 
mature death.  No  particular  data  were  referred  to  in  verification  of  these 
results,  but  they  were  still  positively  asserted  and  generally  believed  in 
the  etiological  world.  To  fix  their  truth  upon  determinate  facts,  or  to 
establish  their  truth  in  an  irrefutable  manner,  an  investigation  was  under- 
taken in  France  a  few  years  since,  by  iMM.  Parent  Duchatelet  and 
D\Arcet,in  accordance  with  a  benevolent  enterprise,  then  under  course  of 
prosecution,  of  ascertaining  the  real  influence  of  different  professions 
upon  the  health  of  those  who  pursued  them  ;  and  in  the  one  case  dissi- 
pating any  erroneous  ideas  which  might  be  in  vogue  concerning  certain 
occupations,  and  in  the  other  showing  the  exact  puints  where  ameliora- 
tion was  demanded.  Their  results  were  presented  to  the  public  in  a 
memoir  published  in  Vol.  III.,  Part  1,  of  the  Annales  d'Hygiene,  after 
careful  incjuiry  and  patient  examination.  To  pursue  this  investigation 
they  had  great  and  important  facilities,  since  they  acted  under  the  autho- 
rity of  the  Government,  which  by  means  of  the  regie  monopolizes  the 
manufacture  of  tobacco.  In  France  there  are  ten  manufactories,  in 
which  are  at  all  times  employed  4518  laborers,  or  2426  men,  1517  wo- 
men, and  328  children  of  both  sexes.  In  the  manufactory  of  Paris 
there  are  1054  workmen.  This  MM.  Parent  Duchatelet  and  D'Arcet 
constantly  visited,  and  were  allowed  every  means  of  asking  questions, 
examining  laborers,  and  obtaining  desirable  information.     The  directoi'S, 

"  Moston  Meilical  and  Surgical  Journal,  vol.  xx.,  p.  173,  266. 

t  Report  on  the  Herbaceous  Flowering  Plants  of  Massachu.settei,  «tc.,  p.  169. 
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pbysioiiiiis,  siiii^coin,  mid.  iiidcrd,  ;dl  the  ofllroiN  of  (lie  cslahlislniK'nt, 
were  bound  to  aid  ihciu  in  inoscciirni'j,  llic  in(juir\  in  cvciy  possil)!*'  man- 
ner. All  the  other  laclories  in  the  Kin;;doin  wcrr  also  made  to  Inrni.'.h  iheir 
respective  aniounls  of  data.  A  scries  of  (jiicstions,  cnihraeini;  all  the  as- 
pcH'ts  of  the  investii;ation.  w  nc  snhmiltrd,  and  when  they  had  heen  tlio- 
roui^hly  disriissi'd,  each  in(|uiry  was  lidly  and  dchiiitdv  ansucrrd.  'I  h(? 
inlorniation  thus  came  simidtaneously  from  paits  of  I'^rance  distant  irom 
each  other,  and  without  those  \\\\o  transmill<'d  it  heinj^  aware  that  similar 
mterroii;atories  were  j)ropoun(ied  in  other  plae(^s. 

Data  thus  ohlained  mt'iit    conridencc,  and    I    shall   eonsecjUCMitly  i;ive  a 
very  brief  s}nopsis   ol*  the    facts    fumish('<i    by   the    publication   of  which 
mention  has  been  made.*     The  oriu;inal  documents  Irom  which    the  me- 
moir has  been  constructed  are  still  filed  among  the  archives  of  iIk;  I''i(  nch 
minister  of  finance.      From  these  replies,  as  reported  in   this  work,  it  ap- 
pears that   workmen   scarcely  ever   find  any  material   difficulty  in  accus- 
tominii;   themselves    to   the   emanations  of  tobacco,  and    that  their  health 
was  not  impaired.      In    a  very  few  cases   diarrhcsa  and  gastric  symptoms 
WQYQ  produced  at  first,  but  this  only  when  the  novitiates  were  exposed  to 
the   most   concentrated   vapors.     The   health   of  those   permanently  en- 
gaged in  this   branch   of  industry  is  shown  by  the   replies  to  be  equal,  at 
least,  to  that  enjoyed  in  any  other  employment  whatever.     The  various 
diseases  thought   to   be  peculiar  to  the   occupation   are   proved   not  to  be 
prevalent  as  supposed,  and  the  paleness  and  sallowness  declared  to  exist, 
were   imaginary  an*!   unfounded   statements.     The  workmen  do  not  die 
prematurely,  but  on  the  contrary,  as  much  as  any  laborers,  attain  old  age, 
though  thus   employed   from   their  earliest  youth.     Out  of  348  persons 
eniiac-ed  in  this  business  in   a   factory  in  Havre,  107  were  over  50  years 
of  age.     Fifty-two  of  these  107    had  been   employed  in  the  factory  for 
more  than  70  years,  and  a  very  large  majority  for  more  than  20  years. 
In   the  Paris  manuflictory  were    152   workmen  upwards  of  60  years  of 
age,  44  upw^ards  of  70,  5  above  80,  and  of  the  whole  number  only  36 
had  been  engaged  for  so  short  a  time  as  10  years.     It  also  appears,  from 
the  replies,  that  no  appreciable  effect  w^as  produced  upon   the  nervous 
systenjs  of  the  tobacco-workmen,  and  this  although  many   of  tliem  were 
in  the  habit   of  sleeping  upon   the   heaps  of  tobacco  leaves  laid  in  layers 
for  fermentation.     It  was   a   very  rare  occurrence  for  any  of  the  laborers 
to  be  obliged  to  suspend   their  work  on   account  of  ill  health,  they  being 
generally  active  and  robust.      In  view  of  all  these  facts,  the  influences  of 
tobacco  on  the  human  system  can  hardly  be  considered  so  deleterious  as 
very  many  have  supposed,  and  we  may  conclude  that  the  evils  observed 
in  individual  cases,  the  poisonous  qualities  of  sojne  of  the  chemical  pre- 
parations of  the  plant,  the  distressing  symptoms   it  at  fiist  occasions,  the 
prostration  and  debility  it  produces  wben   swallowed,  and  the  disgust  its 
smell,  taste  and  use  causes  in  the  uninitiated,  have  all  concurred  to  make 
writers  and  lecturers  exaggerate  the  character  of  its  effects,  and  to  paint 
them  in  the  most  lugubrious  colors. 


*  M^moire  mir  lea  V^ritables  Influences  que  le   Tabac  peut  avoir  *ur  la  Sant^  de»  Oiivrlers  i>ccqp4 
Aux  difll&reniea  pr^paralionii  qu'on  lui  Tuit  subir. 
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If,  however,  the  enemies  of  toljacco  have  described  it  as  a  deadly  vej^e- 
table  nuisance  or  rather  poison,  its  devotees  have  made  amends  by  lavish- 
int^  upon   it  enthusiastic    praises,  and  maui^re  all  anathema^  have  availed 
themselves  ol"  its  lasLinations.      The  question  comes  up,  wheiher  tobacco, 
as  a  luxury,  has  done  more  harm  tlian  good  ?     INuttall  says,  *•  It  is  doubt- 
ful whether  all  the   benefus  which  have  accrued   to  Europe  from  the  dis- 
covery of  America,  have  not    been   counterbalanced    by  the  introduction 
of  this  universal  luxury,  produced  at  the  expense  of  human  liberty,  and 
of  a  soil  which   could   otherwise  be  employed  in  au«;mentint'  the  neces- 
saries  ot   hie,  independent    ol  the  diseases  inse[)arable  from  the  use  of  so 
powerful  a  narcotic.''*     In  reply  to  this  assertion  its  friends  instance,  be- 
sides the  numbers  to  whom  its  manufacture  and  commerce  ^ive  employ- 
ment, and  such   collateral   advantages,  the   positive   good  or  pleasure  to 
which    it   gives   rise.      An   old    physician,   who  adopts   the  signature  of 
Senex,  says,  "  Among  soldiers,  sailors,  and  perhaps  physicians,  1  am  led 
to   think   the    bi'netits  ol'  tobacco   usually  surpass   its  inconveniences.     1 
rather  suppose  the  same  to  be  the  eliect  with  clergymen."!     Dr.  Charles 
Knowltoi),  in  arguing  the  (juestlon  :   Is  Tobacco   a  good  thing,  othemise 
than  as  a  medicine  I  says  (op.  cit.),  ''  1  maintain  the  aOirmative  of  this 
question — a  question  which,  on  one   account,  1  do  not  like.     1   fear  that 
many  regard  it  as   a  trivial  question,  put  forth  as  an  occasion  for  the  dis- 
play of  wit,  rather  than   of  sound   and   serious  reasoning.     1  do  not  so 
consider   it.     Let    but  this   question   be  fully   and    fairly    discussed,  and 
rightly  decided,  and  we  shall  have  established  important  rules  and  princi- 
ples, which   will   greatly  assist  us   in   deciding  scores  of  other  questions, 
such  as — Are  tea  and  coffee  good  things  ?  Is  it  right  or  good  to  wear  silks 
and  broadcloths  ?    Is  it  good   to   paint  your  house  white,  when  black  (a 
much  cheaper  paint)  will  preserve  the  clapboards  quite  as  well  ?   In  short, 
is  anything  good,  which  is  not  necessary  to  preserve  life  and  health,  and 
to  continue   the  species  ?     Let   but  this   tobacco  question  be  decided  in 
the  negative,  and   consistency  will   demand  that  we  all,  in  winter,  both 
male  and   female,  wrap  ourselves  up  in  coarse  woolen  cloth,  of  the  na- 
tural color  of  the  wool,  without  any  ornamental  trimmings,  and  with  as 
few  loops  and    buttons   as  will    barely  serve  to  keep   them  well  upon  us. 
Consistency  will   demand   that  we  eat  nothing  but  coarse  bread,  meats 
and  roots,  and  drink  nothing  but  •  cold  water.'     It  will  demand  that  we 
live   in    log-houses — good,  tight    log-houses — and  sleep  upon    straw.     It 
will   demand    that  we   read   no  entertainin'^  books  ;   but  only  such  as  in- 
lorm  us  of  the  best  way  of  raising  bread,  meat  and  potatoes — of  making 
drab  cloth   and   building  log-huts.     Yea,  it  will  require  that  there  be  a 
partition    in   these   huts,  with   a   door  in   the  partition,  to  be  opened  not 
oftener  than   once   in   two  or   three  years  (for  1  admit  that  the  species 
must  be  continued),  dividing  the   hut   into  two  apartments — the  one  for 
the  males,  and  the  other  for  the  females !  1     Indeed,  if  this  question  is  to 
be  decided  in  the  negative,  consistency  will  demand  that  we  all  become 
as  much  worse  than  the  monk,  as  the  tnonk   is   worse  than  the   most  en- 

*  Cited  in  Dewey's  Herhnceous  Flowering  I'lHnts  of  Massachnsetts,  p.  170. 
t  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  vol.  x.\.,  p.  267. 
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li^litcncd,  ;in(l  \\w.  wisest  cpicinvan.  '  ll<'  llicii  ^ors  on,  ;il  coiisidciahlo 
l(Mi<j;th,  to  {Inline  happiness,  and  to  show  ili;ii  il  consisls  in  wlial  Ik;  calls 
'*  aiireoablo  consciousness,"  and  llicn  conliniics  : — ''  I  conic  now  to  iIk; 
(|ucsti()n — Is  lohacco,  on  the  w  hole,  producti\('  of  more  a^n cahh*  con- 
scionsnt^ss  than  disa^rcc^ahle,  olherwis(!  than  as  a  medicine?  It  is  a  fact 
tliat  none  but  those  accustomed — and  lonii  accustomed  to  the  use  of  to- 
bacco— ai'c  (jnalitied  to  answer  this  (|U(;slion  ari<i;ht.  It  is  not  possijjle,  in 
the  nature  of  things,  for  those  not  accustonKHl  to  know,  oi-  even  to  iniairine, 
the  |)eculiar  satistaction  deiived  iVom  iIk;  stiniuhis  of  t()i)acco.  W C  do 
not  use  it  because  il  pleases  the  palate — tliounh,  hy-ihe-by,  good  to- 
bacco tastes  agreeably  to  an  old  consumer — but  on  account  of  an  a^nee- 
able  consciousness  which  it  excites  so  completely  throu^diout  the  whole 
system,  that  we  cannot  locate  tliis  consciousness  in  ;my  particular  pari. 
Now  this  agreeable  consciousness  is  so  much  real  and  positive  happiness 
— the  great  end  and  aim  of  all  human  beings.  *  *  In  weighing  this 
happiness  in  the  balance  against  the  evils  of  tobacco,  its  preponderance 
is  found  to  be  immense.  It  is  a  happiness  tliat  is  enjoyed  not  bv  a  few 
individuals  only,  but  by  many  millions — not  ior  an  hour,  a  day  or 
even  a  year,  but  for  scores  of  yeai-s.  It  is  this  vast  amount  of  happi- 
ness, derived  from  the  stimulus  of  tobacco,  that  entitles  it  to  the  appella- 
tion of  good,  more  than  all  its  other  effects  combined.  Yet  its  other 
good  effects  are  not  to  be  overlooked,"  &lc. 

Having  endeavored  to  give  a  view  of  the  general  effects  of  tobacco 
when  used  as  a  luxury,  and  made  citations  from  the  opinions  of  those  who 
favor  and  those  wlio  denounce  it,  I  shall,  in  another  article,  consider,  in 
an  impartial  manner,  the  three  various  methods  in  which  the  herb  is  used, 
and  show  the  peculiarities  of  their  separate  operation  on  the  human  sys- 
tem, giving,  as  before,  the  views  of  writers  on  the  different  sides  of 
the  question. 


CALOMEL   A   CAUSE   OF   MORT[FICATION. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir, — I  have  read  the  communications  of  Drs.  Rogers  and  Brownell  on 
the  subject  of  calomel  as  a  cause  of  mortification  of  the  mouth,  with  con- 
siderable interest,  having  myself  met  with  a  similar  case.  For  such 
cases  to  occur,  I  believe  is  no  new^  thing.  Authors  speak,  in  general 
terms,  of  mercurials  producing  mortification  of  the  mouth,  but  give  no 
particular  cases  to  my  knowledge.  The  subject  of  the  following  case  was 
a  little  girl  about  10  years  old,  and  the  case  occurred  in  the  summer  of 
1841.  I  took  notes  of  it  at  the  time,  but  they  are  mislaid,  and  1  will 
write  it  as  I  recollect  it.  She  fell  from  a  ladder,  about  ten  feet,  receiving 
the  force  of  the  blow  on  the  back  part  of  the  head,  w'hicb  produced 
severe  concussion,  and,  as  I  afterwards  learned  on  posf-moricm  examina- 
tion, a  fracture;,  but  no  displacement  of  the  bones  w  hatever.     I  w^as  sent 

for,  but  being  absent  from  home,  Dr.  w  as  calhHl,  w  !io  very  properly 

prescribed  cold  applications  to  the  head  and  a  saline^  cathartic,  and  I  be- 
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Yieve  blod  Iut.  It  was  soon  found  tluit  iiotljiii<4  of  a  licjuid  cliaractfi  could 
l)e  kept  on  the  stomach,  and  to  open  the  bowels  calotiiel  was  resorted  to, 
but  in  what  doses  1  am  now  unable  to  say,  thouj^h  not  very  large  if  1 
was  informed  correctly.  The  physic  did  not  o[)('rate,  and  the  child's 
mouth  became  sore.  At  this  stage  I  was  called  in,  and  suggested  that 
active  injections  should  be  used,  which  operated  well,  but  the  mouth 
grew  rapidly  worse,  notwithstanding  every  effort  was  made  to  relieve  it. 
The  throat  and  face  became  immensely  swollen  ;  the  teeth  became  loose 
and  several  came  out,  and  the  whole  inside  of  the  mouth,  tongue  and  all, 
had  a  very  black  appearance,  emitting  a  constant  flow  cf  a  dark  putrid 
saliva,  of  intolerable  foctor.  The  greater  part  of  the  mouth  and  tongue 
mortified  ;  and  part  of  the  tongue,  the  under  lij),  and  part  of  one  side  of 
the  face,  sloughed  otf,  presenting  a  most  horrid  spectacle  to  behold,  and 
exquisitely  distressing  to  tlie  parents  and  friends  of  the  little  patient — the 
more  so,  as  the  child  continued  to  live  some  days  after  all  this  had  taken 
place. 

The  particulars  of  the  post-mortem  examination  T  cannot  recollect,  but 
nothing  was  discovered  diat  need  necessarily  cause  death,  except  the  dis- 
ease of  the  mouth.  There  is  no  doubt  it  was  the  influence  of  the  calo- 
mel taken.  Yet  1  doubt  v^ery  much  whether  such  a  result  would  have  fol- 
lowed the  use  of  the  same  amount  of  calomel,  had  not  the  child  received 
the  injury.  A  partial  comatose  condition  of  the  patient,  and  torpor  of 
the  bowels,  undoubtedly  prevented  the  free  action  of  the  calomel  as  a 
cathartic,  and  it  was  carried  into  the  system  to  produce  die  efft'Ct  as  above 
described.  Your  most  ob't,  John  Clough. 

iVo.  9  fVinter  St.,  Boston. 


Tlin   COKXISTENCE    OF   INFLAMMATION    AND   SPASM. 

l(JointiiiiiiicHted  (or  the  Boston  Medical  niul  Siir^'ical  JuiiriiHl.] 

In  the  treatment  of  acute  inflammation,  the  nature  and  importance  of 
concurring  spasmodic  and  neuralgic  symptoms  require  particular  attention. 
Especially  when  inflammation  attacks  serous  membranes  in  those  subjects 
disposed  to  affections  of  the  fibrous  and  nervous  tissues,  the  latter,  per- 
haps previously  dormant,  are  apt  to  be  called  into  action,  and  the  severity 
and  obviousness  of  their  symptoms  are  apt  to  mark  and  even  transcend 
the  more  important  and  exciting  malady.  In  such  cases  measures  may 
be  adopted  to  palliate  or  quell  these  resulting  symptoms,  while  the  grave 
and  instant  disease  is  ignorantly  permitted  to  proceed,  or  is  even  ex- 
asperated by  the  well-meant  ministrations  of  art. 

A  physician  is  called  to  a  patient  laboring  under  a  "  stitch  in  the  side  "; 
he  may  have  been  the  victim  of  rheumatism,  and  is  now  groaning  under 
erratic  pains  in  the  abdomen  and  ev{>n  in  his  limbs,  and  to  your  inquiries 
touching  his  former  difl^iculties,  he  answers  with  a  satisfaction  and  confi- 
dence that  carry  weight  to  the  mind  of  the  physician,  that  the  whole  is 
nothintr  more  than  a  recurrence  of  his  familiar  aches.  Pain  in  the  side 
is  aggravated  by  act   of  inspiration,  there  is  soreness  under  pressure,  and 
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the  answer  may  readily  siiij;ij;(*sl  itself — il  is  a  plturodi/nc,  and  son^ness  is 
bill  a  consecjiienee.  Kveii  ihc  pulse  may  heliay  no  parlicilar  miscliici, 
and  >Iill  pneumonia  or  |)leuiilis  may  exist  to  a  sciions  e\lcnt. 

There  is  reason  to  conelnde  that  many  of  the  (hjniita  and  (ilu;i(is  so 
denominated  do  not  occur  wilhoul  anUx'edc'iU  or  coincident  inOammation. 
That  idiopathic  colic  and  pleurodyno  do  sometimes  occur,  is  n(;t  to  be 
doubted  ;  hut  it  must  be  confessed,  at  the  same  time,  that  the  manilt;stalions 
treated  as  sucli  are  often  nolhinii;  mon^  or  less  than  resullinf;  symptoms, 
which  as  they  arc  interpreted  tend  rather  to  mask  than  disclose  a  morii  or 
less  intense  degree  of  enteric  or  pleuritic  inflainmation,  latent  perhaps, 
but  no  less  mischievous  in  its  tendency.  In  such  cases  there  may  be 
metastatic  pains  referred  to  the  intestinal  canal,  limbs,  side  and  many  or- 
gans as  the  inflammation  and  irritation  solicit  these  vagrants.  While 
such  are  treated  as  general  rheumatism,  colic,  pleurodyne  or  neuralgia, 
the  patient  often  gains  adhesions,  or  still  more  unfortunately  effusion,  or 
gangrene  and  death. 

A  delicate  female  of  my  acquaintance,  who  had  been  habitually  afflict- 
ed with  rheumatism  and  neuralgia  in  various  situations  and  degrees,  was 
suddenly  attacked  with  excruciating  pain  in  the  left  hypochondria  not  un- 
like former  attacks  of  gastralgia  and  gastrodynia.  The  latter  derange- 
ments had  always  been  successfully  treated  as  symptoms  of  atonic  irrita- 
bility. In  this  last  attack  the  pain  was  well  defined,  spasmodic  and  in- 
termitting. Nevertheless  it  was  but  a  single  significant  symptom  of  a 
higher  degree  of  tonic  inflammatory  action — enteric  peritonitis  proving 
fatal  on  the  third  day. 

A  stout  muscular  man  was  seized  with  distressing  intestinal  spasms. 
To  be  sure  there  were  spasms  :  it  was  in  the  season  of  autumnal  fruits, 
of  which  the  man  had  eaten  freely,  and  it  may  be  enough  to  know  that 
they  will  produce  colic  sometimes.  It  was  attempted  to  allay  the  spasms 
by  opium,  and  with  some  success,  but  the  fires  of  inflammation  went  un- 
checked. The  man  felt  very  comfortable,  perhaps  :  on  the  fifth  day  the 
spasms  ceased,  but  the  subject  was  dead.  Of  all  others,  sthenic  inflam- 
mation of  any  part  of  the  pleura  and  peritoneum  require  the  most  prompt 
and  efficient  management.  It  is  also  true  that  other  and  comparatively 
harmless  affections  very  closely  similate  the  incipient  steps  of  these 
dreadful  maladies,  and  that  a  little  temporizing  or  hesitation  often  places 
the  patient  beyond  even  a  hope  of  life. 

In  all  such  cases  the  early  diagnosis  should  be  made  up  with  the  ut- 
most care  and  circumspection,  and  here  very  much  reliance  should  be 
placed  on  the  aid  of  the  educated  senses  ;  by  a  careful  attention  to 
the  physical  signs  as  they  are  eliminated  by  the  process  of  palpation, 
percussion,  auscultation,  &ic.  By  such  helps  we  may  arrive  at  the  only 
unequivocal  symptoms,  and  follow  with  an  intelligent  eye  the  progress  of 
the  malady.  If  there  exist  much  doubt  (which  can  scarcely  happen)  it 
may  be  a  measure  of  doubtful  expediency  to  administer  some  anodyne 
and  await  the  effect,  but  if  the  quiet  submission  of  the  disease  is  not  declared 
after  the;  administration  of  an  efficient  narcotic,  the  lancet  should  be  freely 
used  without  delay.    The  patient  should  be  bled  to  incipient  syncope  again 
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aiul  again,  so  lont^  as  active  inflamtnatory  syiuptoriis  are  disposed  to  per- 
sist ;  it  is  the  only  altenuilive,  uilliout  it  on  eillier  iiand  is  Scylla  or 
Chary  bdis. 

I  do  not  siihinit  these  remarks  with  the  desi^in  of  exposln<^  anything  new 
in  relation  to  the  interesting  nature  and  developments  of  these  several  in- 
Hanimations,  but  to  urge  on  the  attention  of  the  profession  the  necessity 
of  early  and  general  depletion  when  they  do  occur.  It  is  a  fact  that 
many  patients  are  lost  by  needless  and  negligent  delay  on  the  part  of  the 
physician  in  treating  abdominal  inHammation.  He  neglects  the  first  and 
perliaps  insidious  symptoms,  but  the  disease  is  making  fearful  progress, 
and  perhaps  before  he  is  aware  tlie  patient  quietly  dies  in  the  very  expec- 
tation of  returning  health.  Robt.  Crank,  M.D. 

Mlddlebunj,  Ct.,  July  \bth,  1845. 


APOPLEXY  A  CAUSE  OF  SUDDEN  DEATH. 

By  R.  H.  Semple,  Esq.,  Islington. 

The  public  is  generally  in  the  habit  of  attributing  sudden  deaths  to  the 
intluence  of  apoplexy  ;  but  an  opinion  has  been  gaining  ground  in  the 
profession,  and  is  now  almost  universally  entertained,  that  sudden  deaths 
never  proceed  from  that  cause,  and  that  an  interval,  varying  from  an 
hour  to  a  week  or  more,  always  intervenes  between  the  attack  and  the 
fatal  termination.  In  those  cases  of  apoplexy  which  terminate  suddenly 
and  fatally,  some  disease  of  the  heart  has  generally  been  detected,  to 
which  the  suddenness  of  death  has  been,  with  good  reason,  ascribed  ; 
and  I  may  state  that  I  am  enabled  to  verify  this  view  by  the  results 
of  my  own  observation  ;  but  the  case  I  am  about  to  relate  will  demon- 
strate the  occurrence  of  sudden  death  from  apoplexy,  without  any  dis- 
ease of  the  heart  whatever,  and,  indeed,  without  any  remarkable  disease 
of  any  other  organ. 

Mr.  R ,  a  gentleman  aged  55,  about  five  feet  ten  inches  in  height, 

stout,  but  not  corpulent,  with  a  rather  short  neck,  of  moderate  and  regu- 
lar habits,  and  generally  in  the  enjoyment  of  perfectly  good  health,  sud- 
denly fell  down  in  his  own  house,  and  expired  almost  instantaneously.  My 
uncle  arrived  in  less  than  five  minutes,  and  several  other  medical  gentle- 
men quickly  followed,  but  life  was  quite  extinct,  and  the  attempt  to  open 
a  vein  in  the  arm  was  followed  only  by  the  effusion  of  some  fluid  blood 
contained  in  the  vein.  There  had  been  no  premonitory  symptoms  what- 
ever expressed  by  the  patient,  or  observed  by  his  relatives  or  friends,  nor 
was  there  any  reason  to  suspect  a  predisposition  either  to  apoplexy  or 
disease  of  the  heart.  A  post-mortem  examination  was  made  two  days 
after  death,  in  presence  of  my  father  and  my  uncle,  and  Messrs.  Clifton 
and  Hunter,  when  the  following  appearances  were  observed  : — 

The  body  was  that  of  a  stout,  well-formed  man  ;  there  was  great 
lividity  about  the  head,  neck,  breast  and  back  ;  there  was  a  considerable 
quantity  of  adipose  tissue  beneath  the  skin. 

Head. — On  removing  the  scalp,  there  was  a  considerable  effusion  of 
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venous  blood  iVoin  iIk^  small  vessels,  owiii!^  to  ron^M'stioii  ;  f)ii  iciiiov'mi^ 
(he  caKaiiiiii),  (lie  xcssels  ol"  the  dura  inaler  were  also  loniid  tiir<j;l(l  willi 
lilood,  and  (lie  small  vt'ssels  minutely  injected.  On  removint;  the  din-.i 
mater,  the  arachnoid  memhrane  and  pia  malerwere  found  (excessively 
coni;(>sted,  thi'  coni;'esli()n  assumini;,  in  many  parts,  the  appearance  ol  dark 
masses  of  e\lra\asated  hlood.  and  peiieli'aliuL;  de<'p  into  tlie  convolulitjns  ; 
on  careful  examination,  however,  no  extravasation  could  he  detecl<'d. 
The  suhslanci;  of  the  hraiii  was  most  minutely  ('xamined,  hut  its  texture 
was  healthy  in  appearance,  of  the  usual  color,  and  of  firm  consistence  ; 
no  efllision  of  hlood  could  be  detected  in  any  part.  The  ventricles  were 
healthy,  and  contained  only  a  small  (|uantity  of  fluid  ;  but  the  vascular 
structures,  as  the  veuic  Galeni,  and  choroid  j)lexus,  pnjsented  the  same 
cono;ested  appearance  which  was  noticed  in  the  invesiin<(  membranes. 

Chest. — The  lungs  were  voluminous  and  much  congested  ;  but  no  ap- 
pearance of  inMammation,  or  any  other  pulnionary  disease,  could  b<.'  de- 
tected. The  heart  and  aorta  were  removed  for  se|)arate  (jxaminaiion  ; 
the  heart  was  of  natural  appearance  and  dimensions.  The  ventricles, 
auricles  and  valves  were  all  separately  laid  open  and  examined,  l)ut  no 
trace  of  disease,  no  contraction  or  dilatation,  neither  hypertrophy  nor 
atrophy,  could  anywhere  be  observed.     The  aorta  was  quite  healthy. 

Abdomen. — The  liver  was  larue,  excessively  congested,  so  as  to  as- 
sume in  some  parts  almost  a  black  color,  but,  exc(^pt  the  congestion,  no 
trace  of  disease  was  visible.  The  stomach  was  empty,  and  its  mucous 
membrane  presented  generally  a  healthy  appearance,  with  the  exception 
of  some  traces  of  chronic  gastritis.  The  kidneys  were  congested,  but 
in  other  respects  presented  the  normal  structure  ;  on  the  right  kidney,  a 
fibrous  tumor  containing  cells  was  discovered.  The  other  viscera  pre- 
sented no  remarkable  apj^earances. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  that  death  resulted  from  an  attack  of  conges- 
tive apoplexy,  and  that  there  were  no  other  appearances  which  could  in 
any  way  account  for  the  fatal  termination.  Whether  the  deceased  did 
or  did  not  experience  any  premonitory  symptoms  it  is  impossible  to  as- 
certain, but  I  think  it  is  clear,  from  the  yosi-mortem  examination,  that  if 
the  deceased  had  been  copiously  bled,  the  fatal  attack  might  have  been 
averted.  Still,  as  no  medical  advice  was  requested  till  the  vital  spark  was 
extinct,  and  as  the  deceased  made  no  complaint  previous  to  death,  no 
person  can  be  liable  to  blame  for  the   melancholy  result. — Loud.  Lancet 


VARIOLA    AND   SCARLATINA    IN   THK   SAME   PATIENT. 

By  Robert  Barnes,  Esq.,  M.B.,  London. 

Ann  B ,  aged  9,  was  seized   on  the  17th  of  December,  1844,  with 

malaise,  sickness,  disinclination  for  food,  and  difficulty  of  swallowing. 

ISlh. — In  addition  to  the  foregoing  symptoms,  fauces  iiijected  :  tonL]:ue 
covered  with  viscid  mucus,  tip  red  :  chest  and  abdomen  covered  with  a 
diffu-sed  rash,  interspersed  with  thickly-studded  red  j)oints,  presenting  a 
slight  elevation   above  the  level  of  the   skin  ;  pulse  100  ;  strength   little 
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impaired  ;  thirst  ;   bowels  open.     VVumi   bath  ;  low  diet ;  nitre  and  tar- 
tar emetic. 

2()tli. — The  red  spots  have  now  increased  to  wt?ll-in;irked  pa|)ulai, 
which  are  found  universally  spread  over  the  whole  body,  and  over  the 
lining  membrane  of  the  mouth,  while  the  dilfused  rash  has  disappeared, 
leaving  the  intervals  between  the  [)apulae  of  the  natural  appearance  ; 
pulse  90  ;   fc^brile  movement  diminislicd.      Has  been  vaccinated. 

^2 1  St. — Papulce  enlarged,  filled  with  lymph,  centres  depressed,  so  nu- 
merous as  to  be  nearly  conHuent  ;  conjunctivie  inflamed,  but  no  papulae 
on  them. 

January  4th. — The  varioloid  eruption  has  run  its  re<,m1ar  coui-se  ;  the 
scabs  have  partly  fallen  ;  the  ophthalmia  continues.  Collyrium  of  sul- 
phate of  zinc,  three  grains  to  the  ounce. 

Tlh. — Inflammation  of  the  eyes  apj)arently  removed  ;  cedema  of  the 
eyelids  and  face  has  taken  place.  Compound  jalap  powder,  iialf  a 
drachm. 

9th. — The  jalap  powder  produced  copious  watery  stools ;  the  dropsy 
has  disappeared. 

14ih. — The  ophthalmia  has  returned  ;  the  ocular  conjunctivae  much 
injected  ;  over  the  cornea  dim  so  as  to  impair  vision  ;  excessive  lachry- 
mation  and  intolerance  of  light. 

The  eyes  perfectly  recovered  in  a  few  days  under  the  influence  of 
nourishing  diet,  the  use  of  ten-grain  doses  of  tartrate  of  iron  three  times 
a-day,  and  the  application  of  nitrate  of  silver  ointtnent,  in  the  proportion 
of  ten  grains  to  the  ounce  of  lard. 

The  diagnosis  decided  on,  the  first  day,  was  scarlatina  ;  the  sore  throat, 
red-tipped  tongue,  the  blush  over  the  chest  and  abdomen,  and  the  preva- 
lence of  the  fever  in  the  neighboriiood,  fully  warranted  this.  At  the 
same  time  the  maculiform  nature  of  the  eruption  arrested  my  attention, 
and  i  entered  it  in  my  note-book  as  an  unusual  appearance.  Two  days 
later,  however,  the  spots  had  assumed  an  une(juivocally  papular  charac- 
ter, and  it  became  evident  that  variola  was  also  present,  although  the  pa- 
tient bore  the  scars  of  vaccination.  As  the  (tase  proceeded,  the  scarla- 
tina was  lost  in  the  predominating  intensity  of  the  variola  :  and  it  might 
now  have  been  imagined  that  the  poison  of  the  former  disease  was  elimi- 
nated from  the  system,  while  the  varioloid  poison  was  running  its  course 
alone  ;  but  presently,  three  weeks  after  the  accession  of  the  first  symp- 
tom, the  occurrence  of  anasarca  again  asserted  the  continuance  of  the 
operation  of  the  poison  of  scarlatina,  leaving  no  doubt  that  the  two  mor- 
bid poisons  had  infected  the  system  together,  and  had  run  their  course 
concurrently.  It  would  have  been  desirable  to  ascertain  the  state  of  the 
urine,  but  this  I  was  precluded  from  elTecting  by  the  negligence  of  the 
attendants. 

In  the  course  of  the  illness  of  the  patient,  another  interesting  circum- 
stance occurred,  which  further  tended  to  strengthen  the  opinion  that  the 
two  morbid  poisons  continued  to  infect  the  system  together.  Twelve 
days  after  the  accession  of  the  attack,  three  sisters,  all  vaccinated,  living 
in  the  same   room,  were  seized  with  the  usual  prolegomena  of  eruptive 
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fovcM'S,  and  in  due  rnursc*  th(^  modifivd  vdHoIa  wwuU':  its  appcaranco,  and 
wciil  l!iruiii;h  ils  various  stagos,  whih;  anullicr  i;iri,  residiiMj;  in  tlio  sarno 
liouso,  was  seized,  also  on  tlie  Iwclflli  day,  with  scarlatiiui.  Of  the 
ihreo  sisU'i'S,  one;  had  slii;htsoi-e  ihroiit.  in  addilion  to  ihc  ordinary  varioloid 
symptoms,  so  that  it  is  not  improhahlc  that  this  one  rauL^hl  tin;  donhh; 
udcction,  for  it  does  nol  appear  that  the  oeenrrenee  of  the  rash  is  inees- 
sary  t<)  eslahhsh  llie  picsenre  of  scarlatina.  When,  therefore,  the  p>  riod 
at  which  the  variola  appeared  in  tlu;  three  sisters,  and  tlif*  scarlatina  in 
tile  fourth  i^irl,  is  considered,  it  may  fairly  he  presumed  that  the  first  pa- 
tient served  as  the  common  focus  of  contagion  from  whence  tlu^  two  fiis- 
eases  were  projiairated  ;  that  she  not  only  lahored  under  the  two  diseases 
conjointly,  but  transmitted  them  separately  to  other  individuals. — Ibid. 


TIIR    BOSTON    MEDICAL   AND    SURGICAL  JOURNAL, 

BOSTON,     JULY     30,      18-15. 


3fr.<7}ir7'ic  Tnjjrmary. — It  may  appear  incredible  to  persons  abroad,  who 
are  familiar  with  the  educational  efforts  made  in  the  city  of  Boston,  that 
an  imposition,  regarded  by  the  people  generally  as  one  really  and  truly 
belonging  to  the  catalogue  of  humbugs,  should  or  could  be  tolerated  here. 
A  hand-bill  is  circulating,  announcing  that  a  Dr.  Taylor  has  opened  a 
Mesmeric  Lifirmary ,  in  Lowell  street,  in  connection  with  one  Tarbox — 
*'  who  is  well  known  as  one  of  the  best  clairvoyants  to  be  found  in  the 
United  States,  for  the  examination  of  diseases.''  No  doubt  exists  on  that 
point.  The  bill  further  heralds  the  astounding  information  that  *'  the 
services  of  other  clairvoyants  for  examining  by  hair,  and  for  travelling 
clairvoyance,  have  also  been  secured.  Magnetic,  botanic,  and  all  other 
medicines  usually  prescribed  by  clairvoyants,  kept  constantly  on  hand." 
This  is  an  item  in  the  local  history  of  Boston,  for  1845  ! 

A  first  impression  would  be,  that  no  one  possessed  of  a  grain  of  com- 
mon sense  could  be  duped  by  such  an  unblushing  system  of  deception  ; 
but  it  is  altogether  probable  that  it  will  prove  a  very  money-ruaking  device. 
As  far  as  our  own  observation  extends  in  regard  to  these  constfintly  coming 
and  going  efforts  to  profit  by  the  credulity  of  mankind,  strangers  from  the 
country  are  their  chief  prop  and  support.  It  would  not  be  ai  all  surpris- 
ing to  hear  that  a  crowd  of  persons  were  seeking  advice  from  this  new 
oracle  of  mesmerism,  and  making  their  pockets  as  empty  as  their  heads  be- 
fore leaving  the  premises. 


Fossil  Rnnains. — In  the  last  No.  of  the  American  Jt)urnal  of  Science 
and  the  Arts,  are  several  paragraphs  on  recent  discoveries  of  fossil  ani- 
mals, that  fill  the  naturalist  with  perfect  astonishment.  For  example,  at 
Algoa  Bay,  near  the  Ca[)e  of  Good  Hope,  several  skulls,  ton-ether  with 
bones  of  the  extremities,  have  been  found,  which  belonged  to  several  sjie. 
cies  of  reptiles.     Some  of  them  appear  to  hold  a  place   between  the  tor- 


*^^4  Medical  Intelligence. 

toise  and  lizard.     'J'he  tact  seems  to  be  setth^d,  that  a  reptile  once  existed 
which  had  only  two  teeth. 

A  large  skelett)!!  of  the  ZeuL,rI()don  was  brouglit  to  light  sonje  months 
since  in  Alabama,  by  Dr.  Albert  C.  Kock.  One  oT  those  mighty  skeletons, 
about  seventy  feet  in  length,  is  said  to  be  in  Albany  at  the  present  mo- 
ment. But  Dr.  Kock's  discovery  puts  all  former  ones  into  the  shade,  iiis 
skeleton  being  one  hundred  and  four  feet  lon^r  f  The  solid  portions  of 
the  vertebra?  are  from  fourteen  to  eighteen  inches  in  lemnh,  from  eight  to 
ivvejve  in  diameter,  and  weigh,  upon  an  average,  seventy-five  pounds. 
1  here  arc  forty  incisor  teeth,  four  canine  and  eight  molars.  It  is  decided 
that  the  monster  was  a  carnivorous  one.  The  eyes  were  large  and  promi- 
nently situated,  says  the  Journal,  on  the  forehead,  giving  the  animal  the 
power  of  keeping  a  constant  and  vigorous  watch  for  its  prey. 

Lastly,  in  the  category  of  anomalous  things,  by  way  of  remembrancers 
oi  an  old  world,  of  which  these  colossal  bones  are  the  mere  fragments, 
some  parts  of  the  skeleton  of  the  extinct  gigantic  New  Zealand  bird, 
called  mou,  were  carried  to  England  in  February  last,  and  offered  for  sale 
to  the  College  of  Physicians.  The  owner  asked  for  the  lot,  the  round 
sum  ol  two  hundred  pounds  sterling,  which  the  learned  gentlemen  of  the 
institution  were  not  inclined  to  give,  and  they  were  therefore  intended  for 
a  Paris  market. 

A*  rom  the  deep  interest  everywhere  manifested  in  that  class  of  researches 
which  bring  up  and  bring  out  of  the  earth  the  unquestioned  evidences  of 
the  fact,  that  the  surface  of  the  globe  has  in  ages  of  undelined  remotenes.s, 
been  in  the  entire  occupancy  of  monsters  of  the  hugest  and  strangest  pro- 
portions, but  which  were  in  exact  adaptation  to  the  physical  condition  of 
things  in  the  ages  in  which  they  lived,  we  may  hope  for  revelations  of  a 
still  more  exciting  character.  As  men  multiply,  and,  prompted  either  by 
the  passion  of  curiosity,  ambition  or  avarice  to  penetrate  the  earth's  crust, 
new  developments  and  strange  discoveries  are  in  all  probability  constantly 
to  be  made.  In  all  past  periods  much  has  been  lost  through  ignorance; 
yet  gains  are  to  be  hoped  for  in  future,  since  comparative  anatomy  comes 
with  all  the  laws  explanatory  of  animal  architecture,  to  illustrate  and  es- 
tablish the  great  truths  discoverable  in  the  vestisres  of  creation. 


New  Journal  of  Health. — An  intimation  is  given  that  a  new  journal  for 
popular  reading,  with  a  title  something  like  the  caption  of  this  paragraph, 
may  soon  be  commenced  in  Boston.  Since  our  remembrance,  a  variety 
of  sucli  periodicals  have  been  undertaken,  but  they  have  invariably  lan- 
guished under  a  feeble  subscription,  and  eventually  died  of  inanition.  It 
requires  a  peculiar  order  of  intellect,  combined  with  an  untiring  industry, 
to  keep  a  semi-monthly  alive,  when  solely  devoted  to  the  one  idea  of  main- 
taining health.  However,  in  this  enterprise,  from  the  interest  we  feel  in 
the  gentleman  who  propo^^es  to  address  himself  to  the  intelligence  of  the 
public,  we  wish  him  good  success. 


Third  Dentition. — A  mechanic,  residing  in  Boston,  who  had  the  last 
of  a  bad  set  of  teeth  extracted  within  a  few  months,  has  since  been  surpris- 
ed by  the  appearance  of  several  new  teeth,  which  are  just  protruding  their 
sharp  edges  through  the   gums.     The  prospect,   at  present,  is,  that  the 
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third  sot  will  not  be  eitlur  miiiujrotis  or  sv  iiimetrical,  l)iit  pcrhnps  of  con- 
siderahlo  iilility  in  liis  old  ;ij;o,  'J'licre  is  no  ;i|)|>(';ir:u)C('  oj*  a  (rrind(;r,  tlio 
now  tcrtli  l)(Mn<r  nearly  <>n  tiio  alv(u)lar  arch.  The  jaus  cannfit  he  hron((ht 
in  contact — luir  have  tiioy  been  t^'uicc.  lUv.  remnant  of  the  second  set  was 
taken  ont.  As  the  oentlenian  has  promised  to  call,  from  time  to  time,  to 
•:iv(^  lis  an  opportunity  of  ohserviii^r  the  proj^rress  of"  this  anomahms  denti- 
tion, we  shall  not  fail  to  menti(M»  the  ap|)carance  ol'  tjx;  favored  individual, 
w  hen  nature  has  comj)leted  the  cnri(»ns  operation  she  has  conim<nced,  so 
much  out  of  the  ordinary  course  of  her  proceedings  in  sucii  cases. 


Vrgctahh  Pain  Killer. — There  is  an  inexhaustible  fountain  of  inge- 
nuity in  this  part  of  the  country,  in  the  manufacture  of  quack  medicinesi. 
Wriirhl's  VejTOtable  Pills,  Jew  David's  Plaster,  Mrs.  Gardner's  Liverwort 
Syrup,  Brandrcth's  Pills,  Richardson's  Temperance  Bitters,  &.C.,  are  well 
nigh  upon  a  lee  shore.  An  opportunity,  therefore,  presented  itself  for  a 
new  candidate  for  the  throats  of  the  people.  They  must  be  constantly 
swallowing  something  which  the  imagination  conceives  to  he  a  halm  U,r 
human  woes.  In  this  favorable  season,  up  comes  a  new  article,  in  the 
very  nick  of  time,  which  fills  the  void  that  was  beginning  to  be  I'elt  in  the 
public's  medicine-taking  stomachs.  A  carpenter,  of  Rhode  Island,  aban- 
doning the  plane,  niay  calculate,  like  his  great  inventive  predecessors,  to 
retire  with  a  coach  and  fortune  within  a  few  years.  Genius  cannot  be 
imprisoned.  Cogitations  like  these,  led  to  the  great  discovery  of  the 
Pain  Killer.  *'  I  searched,"  says  the  inventor,  "  the  globe  in  my  imagina- 
tion with  eager  anxiety,  and  selected  the  choicest  gums  and  plants  that  I 
thought  the  world  afforded,  and  directed  as  I  believe  by  the  hand  of  Pro- 
vidence in  compounding  and  proportioning  the  medicine  so  that  the  nar- 
cotic influence  of  one  might  be  destroyed  by  the  other,  so  that  when  the 
stimulating  influence  was  over,  it  became  a  nervine  to  soothe,  and  a  balm 
to  heal."  How  extraordinary  that  persons  of  reflection — of  ordinary  ca- 
pacity or  observation,  can  be  caught  with  bait,  which  in  itself  is  the  very 
essence  of  ignorance!  Yet  the  medicine  is  selling  like  a  charm — doing 
wonders,  and  filling  the  carpenter's  pocket  about  as  fast  as  shavings  for- 
merly collected  in  his  shop. 


Medicinal  Use  of  Arsenic. — A  communication  is  on  file  from  a  practi- 
tioner in  New  Haven,  on  the  therapeutic  application  of  arsenic,  which  is 
(juite  opportune,  since  the  question  is  beginning  to  be  agitated,  ought 
arsenic  ever  to  be  prescribed?  Some  sad  mistakes  appear  to  have  been 
made  with  it  in  general  practice,  if  all  the  stories  are  to  be  credited.  Not 
long  ago,  the  circumstances  of  the  death  of  a  patient  were  such  as  to 
leave  no  doubt  on  the  mind  of  a  looker-on,  that  it  was  really  a  case  of 
poisoning,  from  excess  of  doses.  It  is  a  matter  that  should  be  investigated 
thoroughly.     Fowler's  solution  has  had  its  enemies  from  an  early  date. 


Case  of  Triplets. — Dr.  Parsons,  of  Macon,  Georgia,  informs  the  public 
that  a  Mrs.  Chance,  of  Burke  Co.,  had  three  children  at  one  birth,  lately, 
of  the  ordinary  size  and  well  developed.  Two  of  them  were  united  from 
the  axilla  to  the  upper  part  of  the  hip.  The  single  child  is  living,  but  the 
two  united  ones  died. 
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Bronchitis. — Of  this  affection  we  had  (in  the  St.  Louis  Hospital)  a 
great  many  cases,  ran'^in^^  from  the  slifrlit  cold  which  scarcely  demanded 
any  treatment,  to  those  severe  anil  dangerous  forms  in  wiiich  the  entire 
mucous  membrane  of  the  air  passages  seemed  to  he  involved.  Tliere  i.s 
scarcely  a  more  dangerous  form  of  the  pidejrmasia,  than  hronchitis  involv- 
\n<r  the  greater  portion  of  ihe  pulmonary  mucous  membrane.  The  breath- 
ing is  laborious  and  imperfect,  the  lips  become  blue,  the  debility  extreme; 
and  the  patient  dies  tor  want  of  breath  (by  apiiam).  One  case  such  as 
the  above  presented  itself  in  the  Hospital,  and  teiminated  fatally  in  spite 
of  bleeding,  blisters  and  mercurials;  these  latter  had  not  time  to  act,  and 
carb.  ammonia  was  resorted  to  for  the  purpose  of  aiding  the  e.xpectorant 
power. 

In  a  great  many  cases,  which  from  their  extent  promised  to  become  as 
unmana-.^eable  as  the  fore^oiuf,  we  found  the  lancet  and  blisteriiii;  used 
as  in  pneumonia,  and  the  mercurials  used  as  in  pneumonia — with  the  ad- 
dition of  the  following  e.xpectorant  mixture,  successful  :  R  Syrup,  scilla. 
composit.,  tinct.  lobelia,  aa  I  oz. — dose,  a  teaspoonfuU  every  three  or 
four  hours. 

Ten  grains  of  Dover's  powders  were  frequently  given  at  night  to  allay 
irritation  and  induce  sleep.  The  expectorant  mixture  sometimes  produced 
vomiting.  In  some  cases  a  few  grains  of  tart,  antimony  and  potash  were 
dissolved  in  water  and  the  patient  directed  to  i^iVe  \i  ad  nausecim  ;  this 
was  done,  however,  only  in  the  commencement  of  grave  cases. — St.  Louis 
Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 


Consumption. — All  the  cases  in  which  cavities  existed,  have  terminated 
in  death,  but  one.  VVe  have  generally  pursued  the  sustaining  course,  and 
feel  satisfieil  that  they  lasted  longer  under  it  than  they  would  under  an 
opposite   treatment. 

The  following  preparation  evidently  did  good;  and  we  can  add  that  we 
certainly  h  ive  obtained  beneficial  results  from  it,  in  private  practice,  in 
cases  indubitably  consumptive.  R.  Tinct.  ferri.  muriat.,  1  oz. ;  sulphat. 
quinia,  gr.  xv. ;  sulph.  morphi,  gr.  v.;  syrup,  simpl.,  8  oz.  M.  A 
teasooonfu!  three  times  a  day. 

This  mixture  contains  our  best  tonics  and  anodynes  ;  we  would  a  priori 
expect  something  from  it  in  a  disease  in  which  the  blood  is  impoverished 
and  deteriorated  ;  and  iu  which  cacoplastic  formations  are  taking  place. 
A  preparation  almost  indentical  with  this  was  first  proposed  by  Dr.  Corn- 
stock,  who  thinks  that  it  has  cured  phthisis  in  his  hands. — Il)id. 


Is  the  Negro  subject  to  Hare-lip  1 — In  the  June  No.  of  the  Western 
Lancet,  the  editor  solicits  the  attention  of  the  profession  to  this  question, 
and  mentions  the  fact,  liiat  among  thousands  of  negroes,  he  has  never  met 
with  a  case  of  this  deformitv.  From  the  opportunity  which  he  possesses 
of  makinor  observations  among  the  black  population  of  the  South,  we 
would  be  led  to  conclude,  that  it  never  occurs  with  that  race  :  but  there 
is  a  jet-black  ne;rro  in  this  city,  belonging,  we  believe,  to  Mr.  Grimsley, 
who  has  a  double  hare-lip,  which  presents  the  greatest  deformity  of  the 
face  that  we  h  ive  ever  witnessed  in  any  case.  We  are  of  the  opinion, 
however,  that  its  occurrence  with  the  black  race  is  exceedingly  rare. — 
Missouri  Medical  and  Surgiccd  Journal. 
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P/n/siral  'I'rd'niini^-  (iinou^  tht  W'l  stent  IikIi<ui^.  —  Capfjuii  W'ilkos,  in 
his  Narrative  ol"  the  l'y\|)l()riii(r  I'iXjxMluion,  jrivcH  tlw  follow  nitr  nccoiiiii  «»! 
a  (Mi^toiii  ainoiiiT  tiie  No/  P(!rc(*s,  \vlii("ii  tlicy  a<i()j)t  in  order  to  cnahle 
lIuMiisclvos  to  ciidiire  fatiiruo. — "On  the  first  «l.iv  three  or  (onr  willow 
sticks,  eighteen  indies  in  lenirtli,  are  tlnM-;t  down  the  thronl  to  induce 
vonntin^  :  a  hole  is  then  j)re|);ire(l  of  a  siillicienl  de()th  lor  a  man  to  sit 
upright,  with  iiis  iiead  above  the  irronnd.  On  the  second  dav,«)lher  sticks 
of  an  eighth  o{  an  inch  in  diameter,  and  of  a  len^Mh  to  reach  from  tlie 
month  to  the  nnd)iiicus,  are  passed  down,  and  tliis  proctrss  is  continued 
until  a  burninsr  sensation  is  produced  in  the  stomach,  the  numi)er  of 
the  sticks  heiuij  diniinished  as  the  throat  becomes  sore;  after  this  the  pa- 
tient plunires  into  cold  water  and  remains  tliere  until  evenin^r,  when  he 
takes  half  a  pint  of  porrido^e.  On  the  third  day  lie  nndercroes  the  same 
process.  Dnrinjr  the  next  four  days  he  alternately  takes  hot  and  cold 
baths,  eating  very  sparingly.  This  trying  operation  is  commenced  at  the 
age  of  18,  and  is  continued  annually  until  about  40.  The  most  remarka- 
ble circumstance  is,  that  it  would  ap[)ear  that  this  treatment  is  efficacious, 
and  instead  of  destroying  tliose  subjected  to  it,  they  are  remarkable  for 
their  bodily  powers." 


The  Epidemic  among  Hnrsei>  in  Kurope. — The  post-moi'tem  appearances 
of  the  present  epidemic  among  horses  are — signs  of  intense  and  exten- 
sive inflammation  of  the  pleura  ;  coatings  of  its  surfaces  with  albuminous 
matter;  hydrothorax  ;  condensation  or  hepatization  of  tlie  substance  of 
the  lungs;  and,  when  the  disease  has  been  of  awv  duration,  to  that  extent 
in  places  as  clearly  to  indicate  the  conimencemoiit  of  tubercle.  Should 
the  recent  disease  have  supervened  upon  (or  atticked  the  lungs  in)  any 
state  of  former  disease,  the  tuberculous  changes  wiil  appear  more  advanced, 
or  may  be  perfected,  the  horse  dying  phthisical. — London  Lancet. 


Medical  Miscellany. — Congestive  diseases  have  been  unusually  prevalent 
in  New  York,  the  last  two  or  three  weeks. — Dr.  Ashbel  Smith,  Texan  Sec- 
retary of  State,  returned  home  in  the  last  steamer,  from  England. — Dr. 
Geo.  F.  Sawyer  is  Surgeon,  and  Dr.  Samuel  Barrinijton  Assistant  Surgeon, 
of  the  U.  S.  Brig  Porpoise,  just  sailed  for  the  Gulf  of  Mexico. — Professor 
Gibbs,  of  Columbia,  S.  C,  has  communicated  to  the  Academy  of  Natural 
Sciences,  the  description  of  the  teeth  of  a  new  fossil  animal,  which  he 
calls  Dorudon — supposed  to  have  been  intermediate  between  a  cetacean 
and  saurian. — Dr.  Deane,  of  Greenfield,  Mass.,  has  discovered  some  more 
fossil  foot  prints,  at  Turner's  Falls,  on  the  Connecticut  river,  six  feet 
down  through  a  rock,  on  some  thin  layers  of  sand  stone. 

To  CoKRKspoNDKM's. —  Dr.  Dowlcr's  Experiments  on  the  Post-mortem  Calo- 
ricity  of  Yullo^.v  Fcvor,  and  Dr.  Holt  on  the  Use  of  Arsenic,  have  been  received. 

Nuiiilier  of  (letithn  in  Boston,  for  the  week  endin:;  .luly  26.41.— Mules,  22;  Females,  19.  Stillborn.  6. 

O!  coiiMumpnon,  8  — iiinaniiiiaiion  ol  (lie  bowels,  3  — diseH.-e  ol  ilie  liowtls,  5  — lunsr  li-ver.  2— 
convuJsioi.n,  2— (l.NhtMUer),  2 — ilrop.iy  on  the  l)rniu,  4 — r holer-i  iiiOmiuiii,  1— sudden,  2— hooping  rough, 
2  — inlHrnile,  3 — brain  fever,  1 — typhua  fever,  1  — scHrlet  fever,  1  — teething,  1— liver  complaint,  1  — 
dropsy,    1 — drowned,  1. 

Under  5  yeiirs,  24— between  3  and  20 years,  7— between  20  and  CO  years,  fc— ever  60  ytars,  2. 
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On  Poisuning  by  Prussic  Add.      By  Thomas   Lkithkad,  Esq.,  Wark- 
worth. — On  the  morning   of  the  28tli   ult.,  a  few  minutes  after  1*2  A.  M., 

I  was  calli'd  to  see  Jane  II ,  i\^e{\  17,  servant  ti»  xMr.  Turner,  a  chemist 

in  the  village,  by  a  messenger,  who  stated  slie  liad  "  taken  sonjelhing," 
and  I  must  make  haste.  1  readied  the  house  witliin  three  minutes  of  the 
call,  and  on  entering  the  hod-room  found  Mrs.  Turner  .swpjxirling  the  |)a- 
tient  on  the  l>ed,  whilst  Mr.  'I'urm.'r  was  bathing  her  head  with  cold  water. 
The  countenance  had  a  ghastly  appearance  ;  the  eyelids  nearly  shut;  res- 
piration protracted  and  slow  ;  there  was  no  siertor,  no  convulsions,  nor 
had  any  been  observed.  On  raising  the  eyelids,  the  pupils  appeared  dilat- 
ed and  insensible  ;  pulse  gone  at  the  wrist ;  nor  could  1  detect  any  action 
of  the  heart.  1  sent  down  to  Mr.  T.'s  shop  for  some  ammonia,  but  she 
was  dead  before  I  received  it.  On  applying  my  nostrils  to  her  mouth,  I 
thought  I  found  the  smell  of  prussic  acid  ;  Mr.  Turner  could  not.  On 
the  following  day,  fourteen  hours  after  death,  t)n  entering  the  room  with 
the  jury,  1  smelt  the  acid  immediately  ;  li(juid  oozing  from  the  moutli  and 
nostrils  smelt  strongly  of  it.  The  fluid  had  run  over  the  bed,  and  smelt 
pungently  of  the  acid;  the  back  was  much  discolored,  and  the  face  of  a 
livid  hue.  The  coroner  did  not  consider  u.  jfu.st-mui-tan  examination  ne- 
cessary. 

The  body  was  removed  from  the  bed,  and  in  turning  up  the  feather 
bed,  a  prussic-acid  bottle,  with  the  stopper  in,  was  found  between  it  and 
the  m  ittres>i,  near  the  ctMitre  ;  it  contained  about  eiglit  drops  of  the  acid. 
The  girl's  mistress  states  that  about  twenty  minutes  after  the  girl  had  left 
the  room,  she  was  proceeding  up  stairs  to  bed,  when,  in  passing  the  girl's 
room  door,  she  heard  a  moaninor  noise,  she  entered  the  room,  and  found 
her  lying  in  bed,  with  lier  clothes  on,  and  the  bed-clothes  drawn  up  to  her 
face,  apparently  "  gasping  for  breath."  She  instantly  gave  the  alarm,  and 
I  was  sent  for. 

The  evidence  adduced  proved — as  far  as  could  be  proved — that  she  had 
swallowed  an  ounce  of  the  acid,  re-corked  the  phial,  thrust  it  to  full  arm's 
length  between  the  feather  bed  and  the  mattress,  got  into  bed,  and  then 
drawn  the  clothes  over  her  body  ;  and  there  appeared  to  have  been  no 
convulsions. — London  Lancet. 


MttaiUc  Salts  decomposed  bi/  Charcoal. — M.  Chevalier,  in  experimenting 
with  vegetable  and  animal  charcoal,  finds  tliat  they  decompose  acetate 
and  nitrate  of  lead  in  solution,  whether  in  water,  wine,  alcohol,  or  acetic 
acid,  even  at  ordinary  temperatures,  but  more  rapidly  with  the  assistance 
of  heat.  If  acetate  or  nitrate  of  lead  be  distilled  with  water  and  charcoal, 
free  acetic  acid  or  nitric  acid  is  obtained.  A  solution  of  one  of  these  salts, 
dissolved  in  orange-Hower  water,  is  wholly  deprived  of  its  lead  by  allowing 
it  to  stand  on  charcoal,  either  animal  or  vegetable,  the  charcoal  being 
from  ten  to  twenty  times  the  amount  of  lead-salt.  In  decoloring  organic 
fluids  by  means  of  charcoal,  as  in  medico-legal  inquiries,  this  property  of 
charcoal  may  cause  the  poison  to  be  overlooked. — Compies  Kendus. 


Nciv  Mtdical  Books  in  London. — Pathology  and  Diagnosis  of  Diseases 
of  the  Chest ;  illustrated  chiefly  by  a  Rational  exposition  of  their  Physi- 
cal Signs.  By  C.  J.  B.  Williams,  M.D.,  F  R.S.— On  Cataract  and  its 
Appropriate  Treatment  by  the  Operation.     By  Charles  G.  Guthrie. 
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